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GENERAL  EDITOR’S  PREFACE 


Of  late  we  have  been  trying  to  expedite  the  publication  of  volumes 
in  the  Fort  William— India  House  Correspondence  series  under  Scheme  I 
of  the  publication  programme.  Volume  I  edited  -by  Dr.  K.  K.  Datta  was 
brought  out  in  April  1959  and  Volume  XIII  was  released  for  sale  in  June. 
The  present  volume  is  the  third  to  be  brought  out  in  the  course  of  the 
year. 


The  period  covered  by  this  volume  is  1782-5  and  it  contains  the 
relevant  records  of  the  late  Public  Department. 

In  bringing  out  this  volume  I  have  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
Director  General  of  Archaeology,  Government  of  India,  for  supplying 
photographic  copies  of  some  of  the  illustrations  printed  in  the  volume. 
My  thanks  are  also  due  to  my  colleagues  in  the  Publications  Division  of 
the  Department  without  whose  ungrudging  help  and  co-operation,  it 
would  not  have  been  possible  to  bring  out  the  volume  in  such  a  short  time. 


National  Archives  of  India , 
New  Delhi, 

2  December  1059. 

y 


K.  D.  Bhargava 

Director  of  Archives , 
Government  of  India . 
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INTRODUCTION 


HTHE  letters  edited  in  this  volume  cover  the  period  extending-  from 
1782  to  1785.  Of  these  the  year  1782  has  rightly  been  styled 
as  an  annus  mirabilis,  a  year  of  wonders,  because  it  was  remarkable 
from  many  points  of  view  in  the  history  of  the  world.  In  Europe  it 
witnessed  the  repulse  of  the  Franco-Spanish  attack  on  Gibraltar;  in  Eng¬ 
land  it  saw  the  resignation  of  Lord  North’s  ministry ;  in  Ireland  it 
hailed  the  establishment  of  Grattan’s  Parliament ;  in  the  West  Indies 
it  rejoiced  at  the  great  naval  victory  which  Admiral  Rodney  won  over 
the  French  fleet;  and  in  India  it  marked  the  death  of  Haidar  Ali.1  The 
interest  of  the  letters  under  review  is  further  heightened  by  the  fact 
that  they  deal  with  the  last  three  years  of  the  administration  of  Warren 
Hastings,  and  with  the  next  year  which  marked  the  change  over  to  that 
of  Sir  John  Macpherson,  who  succeeded  Warren  Hastings  as  the 
Governor  General  of  India. 


The  letters  are  not  so  much  a  catalogue  of  political  events  as  a 
storehouse  of  information  on  the  varied  activities  of  the  East  India 
Company  during  the  four  years  under  review.  They  help  us  to  recast 
to  some  extent  the  judgement  which  historians  have  passed  on 
Warren  Hastings,  and  to  have  a  more  correct  idea  of  the  internal  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  Bengal  Government  which  then  controlled  the 
destiny  of  the  other  Presidencies  of  India.  They  contain  &  wealth  of 
detail  pertaining  to  maritime  and  naval  matters,  judicial  and  military 
administration,  education  and  health,  agriculture  and  famine  relief, 
which  go  to  prove  that  the  Government  of  Fort  William  was  as  mindful 
of  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Company  as  of  the  welfare  of  the  millions 
of  people  whom  fortune  had  by  now  placed  under  its  aegis. 


The  Governor  General  and  the  Court  of  Directors 

The  letters  have  a  direct  bearing  on  the  position  and  powers  of 
the  Governor  General  and  on  the  relationship  of  that  high  dignitary  with 
the  Court  of  Directors.  It  is  well  known  that  all  was  not  well  either 
among  the  Councillors  at  Fort  William  or  among  the  Directors  at 
London,  although  the  relations  between  the  two  bodies  continued  to 
be,  on  the  whole,  cordial  till  about  1780.  To  add  to  the  difficulties  there 
were  the  defects  in  the  Regulating  Act  of  1773,  the  uncertain  position 
which  the  judiciary  occupied  at  Calcutta,  and  the  continued  rivalry 
and  ill-feeling  between  the  Councils  at  Fort  William  and 

Fort  St.  George.  Against  this  background  appears  the  masterful 
* 

1  Vincent  Smith,  Oxftnd  History  of  India  (2nd  ed.  Oxford,  1928),  p.  535. 
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fio-ure  of  Warren  Hastings  who  ste.nilasth  mat 
position,  privileges,  and  powers,  though  in  m»  doing  lu 
constant  conflict  with  the  Directors.  If  the  seat  .78*  was  a  sea.  of 
wonders  for  the  world,  it  was  a  jear  of  woe  for  the  C.memoi 
In  that  year  he  advanced  three  lakhs  of  rupees  to  I.himnajt  Blnmsle 
for  securing  his  withdrawal  from  Bengal  and  some  moms  to  the  <  muni! 
for  meeting  the  expenses  of  the  Mai  at  ha  Wat  width  was  Being  fought 
at  that  time  ;  but  both  transactions  wne  disappuned  in  tin-  Dim  tors,' 
In  the  same  year,  the  Court  expressed  its  t tit  *isi  Mn  b  lit  ti  tiiii 
ternation  at  the  Governor  Generals  disobedience  ot  the  posime  oideis 
of  the  Court  relating  to  the  despatch  of  the  annual  umsuluiioiis  and 
revenue  letters,  which  contained  "main  interesting  ti.ms.u  lions/' 
Next  came  the  vexed  question  of  the  judidun.  1  he  Couunot  Crucial 
was  admonished  for  appointing  Sir  Robert  Chumhets*  judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  as  the  Presklent  at  the  Chief  Court  at  C  dtiitsui  a,  and 
ordered  not  to  make  in  future  am  appointment  to  tin  \\h\U  tatx  i  uht  \ 
in  that  city  or  elsewhere.1  The  Goxernni  Genual's  appointments  in 
the  purely  political  field  were  likewise  lepugnum  to  the  Him  urn 
The  agreement  entered  into  between  the  Port  William  Cox  eminent  and 
the  Nawab  of  the  Carnatic  in  Man  h  1781,  being  nehhc  t  uu  essaix 
nor  expedient,  was  ordered  to  be  annulled  in  17H2.  In  the  same  xrat 
the  Court  disapproved  of  the  appointments  of  Ruh.ml  Joseph  Sulisau 
and  James  Lucy  Dighton  as  representatixes  id  the  Bengal  Coxeiuuu  tit 
at  Madras  and  Bombay  for  negotiating  with  the  neighhou*  im*  pi  mt  es 
These  appointments  were  revoked  as  the  l)ire<  tots  totisidued  the  Go\ei 
nors  and  Councils  of  the  two  President  irs  quite  capable  of  tan*  tug 
on  the  negotiations  themselves.  When  the  Goxei mu  to  m  tal  in  178^ 
wished  to  reduce  the  Raja  of  Tan  joic  to  perntn,  he  was  soeteh  u 
primanded  by  the  Court  which,  as  we  shall  see  in  a  lati  t  mutest, 
had  guaranteed  to  the  Raja  and  his  family  "tin*  quirt  possession  ot 
his  country.”®  In  the  same  year  (17H2)  the  (mix  t  mm  <»*  ueial  w  as  mitt 
pelled  by  the  Court  to  reinstate  Frauds  Fowke  as  the  Reside  111  at 
Benares,  and  John  Bristow  as  the  Resident  at  Omth.  In  flu  iiohiai* 
field,  the  Governor  General  was  likewise  resinned  in  fit r  use  of  his 
powers  of  appointment  and  dismissal.  He  xvas  ordered  to  appoint  field 
officers  only  in  consultation  with  the  Commander  in  Chic!  <Sit  Hie 
Coote),  and  was  not  allowed  to  promote  oftucis  without  the  t  uutt\ 
approvals  The  Governor  General*  howexet,  disregarded  tin**  dim  mes, 
for  in  1785  the  Court,  referring  to  a  previous  order  passed  in  178a,  tein 
rated  its  decision  that  the  Governor  General  should  not  make  am  such 
appointment  in  future  on  any  pretence  xvhats* lexer.*  The  Cnmt  urxet 
lost  an  opportunity  of  exercising  the  strictest  vigilante  over  the  anions 
of  the  Governor  General.  It  rebuked  him  for  the  indtfieieme  he  was 


2  Letter  fjom  Court,  25  Januaiy  1782.  paias,  127  ***», 

3  Letter  from  Court ,  30  April  1782,  para.  2. 

*  Letter  from  Court ,  12  July  1782,  para 

5  Ibid.,  paras.  52,  60. 

6  Letter  from  Court ,  28  August  1782,  paras.  2 

7  Ibid.,  paras.  4-6. 

8  Ibid.,  para.  39. 

9  Letter  from  Court ,  21  September  1785,  para,  9. 
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alleged  to  have  shown-  to  the  “brave  officers  of  the  army  and  navy”  who 
had  been  taken  prisoners  by  Tipu  Sultan ;  and  it  criticised  and  finally 
annulled  all  his  grants  of  certificates,  sanctions  of  increased  salaries  to 
junior  members  of  Council,  and  appointments  of  surgeons  in  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  service.  On  one  occasion  the  Court  cancelled  the  appointments 
of  twenty-four  surgeons  made  by  the  Governor  General  in  Council  bet¬ 
ween  1  January  1782  and  10  March  1783,  and  itself  made  twenty-six 
new  appointments.10 


The  Governor  General  and  (he  Madras  Government 


The  Go\ernor  General  also  came  into  conflict  with  the  Government 
of  Fort  St.  George.  The  latter  in  its  despatches  to  the  Court  accused 
the  former  of  withholding  remittances  of  specie  amounting  to  ten  lakhs 
of  rupees.  But  the  Governor  General  explained  in  a  detailed  letter 
the  exact  circumstances  which  led  to  this  action.11  There  were,  of  course, 
certain  acts  of  indiscretion*  committed  by  the  Government  of  Madras. 
For  instance,  when  the  news  of  the  military  convoys  led  by  Colonel 
Pcarse  from  the  Carnatic  with  a  huge  treasure  of  20,000  gold  mohurs 
had  to  be  kept  secret,  according  to  a  confidential  letter  from  the  Governor 
General  to  the  President  of  the  Madras  Government,  the  latter  indis¬ 
creetly  mentioned  the  news  as  a  circumstance  of  notoriety  to  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief.12 


Although  there  is  sufficient  ground  for  assuming  that  the  Governor 
General  did  not  unduly  interfere  in  the  administration  of  the  Madras 
Government,  as  is  proved  by  the  cold  reception  which  he  gave  in  1783 
to  the  appeals  which  Major  General  Sir  John  Burgoyne  made  to  him 
against  the  decision  of  the  President  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George,1,1 
yet  the  Government  of  Madras  succeeded  in  making  a  successful  case 
against  the  Governor  General.  This  is  evident  from  the  peremptory 
manner  in  which  the  Court  in  1784  decided  to  demarcate  the  respective 


powers  of  the  two  governments,  compelling  the  Governor  General  to 
“avoid  taking  any  step  which  might  tend  to  diminish  the  weight  of 
our  subordinate  governments  with  relation  to  the  powers  of  India  parti¬ 
cularly  connected  with  them.”14 


Notwithstanding  this  demarcation  of  authority,  the  relations 
between  the  two  governments  continued  to  be  strained.  Matters  came 
to  a  head  in  1785  when  the  Governor  General  in  Council  passed  a 
resolution  for  Lord  Macartney’s  suspension  in  consequence,  as  some 
suspected,  of  “His  Lordship  and  the  Select  Committee  declining  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  orders  of  the  Bengal  Government  for  opening  a  new.  nego¬ 
tiation  with  Tippoo  Sultan,  to  procure  from  him  a  declaration  in  the 


m  Letter  from  Court ,  16  March  1784  (General  Letter),  paias.  ion. 
u  Letter  to  Court ,  23  October  1783,  paras.  114-22. 
w  Letter  to  Court ,  3  'February  1783,  para.  16. 
ft  Letter  to  Court ,  23  October  1783,  para.  *66. 

H  Letter  from  Court ,  9  December  1784,  para.  31. 
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treaty  respecting  tlie  Nabob  of  Arcot."  The  Court  sulctl  with  the 
Governor  P0£  Madras  against  the  Governor  General  and  throned  that 
Lord  Macartney  be  "admitted  to  the  office  of  Goumuoi  o 

Bengal  in  like  maimer  as  if  no  such  suspension  had  taken  pine. 
This  further  estranged  the  two  governments.  Lord  Macartnev  however, 
declined  the  Governor-Generalship  in  the  same  sear.  No  leasons  were 
oiven  for  the  rejection  of  the  offer,  but  Lord  Marartnes  s  explanation, 
as  given  in  the  letter  dated  25  October  1785  from  the  Supieme  Cmmul. 

makes  interesting  reading.16 


llmrcH  Hastings 

The  information  furnished  in  the  letters  under  review  unarming 
Warren  Hastings  is  both  varied .  and  interesting.  Hastings  has  Iwm 
condemned  by  modern  historians  for  his  incapacity  to  handle  the  revenue 
administration  of  Bengal.17  Perhaps  he  did  not  show  in  levenur 
matters  that  remarkable  aptitude  for  detail  which  Indian  Civil  Seiv.wts 
of  later  days  have  displayed.  But  if  we  are  to  judge  him  from  the 
careful  manner  in  which  he  tackled  the  problem  of  the  Cnmpam's 
investment,  as  is  revealed  in  his  letter  dated  i $  November  *7^1*  k  *s 
clear  that  he  was  certainly  conscious  of  his  duties  as  well  as  of  his  abilitv 
to  handle  the  intricate  problem  of  revenue.18 

Whatever  errors  Warren  Hastings  might  have  committed  in  the  tlis 
charge  of  his  onerous  duties,  it  is  evident  that  the  (.mut  considered  hint 
as  their  most  trusted  servant,  and  nevei  hesitated  to  praise  him  when 
his  action  deserved  commendation.  In  judging  him  it  is  well  to  u* 
member  the  “  difficulties  and  embarassnvents  ”  which  beset  him,  "the  juu 
ing  interests  that  prevailed  ”  in  his  own  Ooumii,  the  attitude  ot  thr 
Commander  in  Chief,  who  was  always  inclined  to  reckon  himself  as 
superior  to  the  Governor  General,  and  the  opposition  of  the  President 
of  the  Fort  St.  George  Council  who  found  many  occasions  for  dis 
senting  from  the  views  and  actions  of  the  Governor  General. **  in  these 
circumstances,  Warren  Hastings  handled  the  affairs  of  the  Bengal 
Government,  which  controlled  the  administration  of  India,  with  coitsmii 
mate  skill,  although  in  so  doing  he  undoubtedly  gave  the  impression 
of  being  an  autocrat.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  liimmrs 
severely  criticized  his  actions  on  many  occasions,  towards  the  etui  of 
his  administration  they  gave  expression  to  a  sense  of  gratitude  which 
deserves  to  be  recorded.  In  their  Resolution  of  20  October  17K4,  thev 
said:  ' 


"As  peace  and  tranquillity  are  now  perfectly  established  throughout 
India  and  this  Court  being  sensible  that  this  happy  event  has  been 

15  Letter  from  Court ,  n  April  1785  (General  Letter),  pava.  (So. 

16  Letter  to  Court ,  25  October  1785,  para,  *8. 

17  Cambridge  History  of  India ,  Vol'.  V,  pp,  430*1, 

18  Letter  to  Court ,  13  November  1784. 

19  Letter  from  Court/  28  January  1784,  para.  9. 
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principally  owing  to  tlie  very  able  and  spirited  exertions  of  our  Governor 
General  and  of  our  Supreme  Council ; 

“Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  conveyed 
to  Warren  Hastings  Esquire  for  his  firm,  unwearied,  and  successful 
endeavours  in  procuring  the  late  peace  with  the  several  powers  in  India. 

“Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  conveyed 
to  the  Supreme  Council,  for  the  assistance  they  have  given  in  restoring 
our  affairs  in  India  to  the  happy  situation  of  tranquillity’'. 

1  he  General  Court  of  Proprietors  also  had  earlier  praised  his  ser¬ 
vices  in  the  war  against  Haidar.  Their  resolution  dated  7  November 
*783 — ovcr  a  >ear  before  Hastings  retired — is  a  grateful  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  the  ellorts  of  Hastings  and  the  other  Members  of  the  Council 
who  had  displayed  “uncommon  zeal,  ability,  and  exertion  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Company  during  the  late  hostili¬ 
ties  in  India.”  In  this  resolution,  the  Court  requested  Hastings  “  not  to 
resign  the  station  he  now  holds,  until  the  tranquillity  of  our  posses¬ 
sions  in  India  shall  be  restored,  and  the  airangements  necessary  upon 
the  re-establishment  of  peace  shall  have  taken  place.”20 

The  letter  dated  22  February  1785  from  the  Members  of  the  Supreme 
Council  at  Fort  William  in  regard  to  Warren  Hastings  is  a  striking  testi¬ 
mony  to  the  great  work  which  the  latter  performed,  and  is  at  the  same 
time  a  proof  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  colleagues  in 
the  Supreme  Council.  As  this  letter  rightly  says,  “few  men  possess  the 
talents,  the  vigour  of  mind,  or  command  of  temper,”  which  Warren 
Hastings  possessed,  especially  in  a  period  when  the  utmost  care  and 
courage  were  needed  for  the  preservation  and  stabilization  of  the  English 
dominion  in  India.  In  the  same  letter  we  learn  that  on  8  February 
1785,  Warren  Hastings  despatched  from  sea  his  resignation  to  the 
Supreme  Council,  which  the  latter  received  on  the  mh,  on  which  date 
Mr.  Macpherson  was  publicly  proclaimed  as  the  Governor  General  in 
Fort  William  and  in  the  army  centres,  “according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
13th  and  21st  Acts  of  Parliament  of  the  present  reign.”21 


Civil  Administration 


In  the  sphere  of  civil  administration,  the  letters  enable  us  to  form 
an  estimate  of  the  general  policy  of  the  Company  towards  the  princes 
and  the  people,  and  of  the  means  which  the  Government  adopted  to 
improve  the  tone  of  the  administration  particularly  of  the  civil  service 
and  of  the  Public  Works  Department,  and  to  solve  some  minor  problems. 


The  general  policy  of  the  Directors  towards  the  Indian  princes  is 
given  in  their  letter  of  25  January  1782,  Referring  to  the  success  of 


m  Letter  from  Court ,  9  December  1784,  paras.  38-41. 
21  Letter  to  Court ,  22  February  1785,  paras.  8-9.' 
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General  Goddard  against  the  Marathas,  the  Directors  wrote:  "We  em¬ 
brace  the  opportunity  afforded  by  this  favourable  turn  <>!  aflaiis  to 
inculcate  the  sentiments,  so  often  communicated  to  \ou,  that  a  vtfe  and 
speedy  peace  with  all  Indian  powers  is  our  primary  consideiation.  Uiis 
must  never  be  forgotten.”25  In  another  letter  dated  12  July  17S2  the  Direr 
torsv  while  referring  to  the  Rohilla  chief,  Fai/-ullah  Khan,  gave  expies 
sion  to  their  genuine  feeling  of  goodwill  to  the  Indian  prime',:  "It  is 
exceedingly  proper  that  your  Government  (f.e.,  the  Bengal  Government) 
should  see  that  Fyzoola  Khan  fuliils  his  engagement  with  the  Vizier,  at 
cording  to  the  treaty  guaranteed  by  the  C,oiupany  :  hut  we  wish  tuthei 
to  be  °considered  as  the  guardians  of  the  honor  and  piospeiits  of  the 
native  powers  of  India,  with  whom  we  are  in  any  degree  connet  ted,  than 
as  the  instruments  of  oppression.”2"  Again  in  17S.J  they  ouleted  the 
Governor  General  to  adhere  scrupulously  to  the  "just  amt  patiftc  system 
respecting  the  native  princes  of  India  which  the  late  Act  ol  Parliament 
has  pointed  out  to  us,”  warning  him  that  “any  deviation  from  it,  in  the 
conduct  of  our  servants,  will  not  fail  to  incur  our  highest  displeasure."2* 
They  also  ordered  him  to  observe  the  39th  section  of  the  Act  which 
made  provision  for  redressing  any  grievances  that  may  exist  amongst 
the  rajas,  zamindars palegurs,  talukdars,  and  other  latulholdets  within 
the  British  territories  in  India,2- 

Both  the  Directors  and  the  Government  of  Fort  William  were  by  no 
means  indifferent  to  the  welfare  of  the  common  people.  I'he  let  lets, 
indeed,  are  a  running  commentary  on  the  anxiety  which  the  Dim  lots 
always  felt  in  regard  to  the  question  of  reorganizing  the  administration 
of  their  vast  possessions  in  India.  They  encouraged  the  Government 
of  Fort  William  in  its  efforts  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  common 
people  and  to  reform  the  administration.  For  in  their  letter  dated 
10  September  1783,  they  refer  not  only  to  the  ways  in  which  their  pus 
sessions  can  be  held  and  governed  with  the  greatest  seturity  and  advatt 
tage  to  Britain  but  also  to  the  means  by  which  “the  happiness  of  the 
native  inhabitants  may  be  best  promoted.”2'1 

Measures  were  taken  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  Company's  repre¬ 
sentatives  in  India.  The  Directors  established  a  unique  principle  which 
was  to  have  a  profound  effect  on  the  grandeur  and  stability  of  the  British 
empire  in  India.  While  endorsing  the  sentence  of  suspension  front  the 
Company’s  service  which  the  Governor  General  in  Council  had  passed 
on  John  Bright  for  writing  insulting  letters  to  the  Governor  General, 
the  Court  declared:  “We  would  have  you  make  it  known  that  we  shall 
always  consider  any  indignity  offered  to  our  Governor  General,  or  to 
any  of  our  Council,  as  an  insult  to  ourselves  and  will  invariably  resent 
it  accordingly.”27  This  upheld  the  dignity  of  the  administration,  and 
made  the  Court  of  Directors  as  well  as  the  Governor  Genera!  in  Count  il 
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appear  in  the  same  light  before  all  the  servants  of  the  Company  and  the 
general  public.  They  also  looked  to  the  dignity  and  security  of  the 
subordinate  governments,  as  is  revealed  in  their  letter  dated  9  December 
1784:  “Whatever  representations  from  the  native  powers  so  connected 
with  our  subordinate  settlements,  whatever  propositions  for  future  arrange¬ 
ments,  and  above  all  whatever  complaints  against  the  conduct  of 
our  Governments  in  those  settlements  are  made  to  you,  must  be  trans- 

m 

mitted  through  those  Governments  alone;  with  them  you  are  imme¬ 
diately  to  communicate  on  those  subjects,  and  whatever  steps  you  take  in 
consequence  you  are  to  pay  every  attention  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
our  servants  placed  by  us  in  high  situations.  This  is  a  line  of  conduct 
due  to  them,  as  well  from  the  character  which  they  derive  from 
us  as  from  the  indispensable  necessity  of  holding  high  in  the  eyes  of 
the  different  powers  of  India,  the  weight  and  authority  of  every  branch 
of  the  British  Government.”2* 


Civil  Servants 


The  number  of  civil  servants  did  not  exceed  100  or  120  in  those 
early  days.  The  letter  of  25  October  1785  gives  the  increased  number  of 
260.-^  Thei'e  were  special  rules  regarding  the  covenanted  civil  service  of 
India.  Only  those  regularly  admitted  into  the  Company’s  service,  and 
those  possessing  the  express  authority  of  the  Directors,  could  be  enter¬ 
tained  as  civil  servants  ;  and  the  Governor  General  in  Council  was  direct¬ 
ed  not  to  employ  any  one  even  though  he  might  consider  him  fit.80  The 
Directors  had  found  that  thirty  persons,  who  were  not  covenanted  civil 
servants,  had  been  employed  in  the  civil  service.  Employing  such  un¬ 
licensed  persons  meant  not  only  additional  expense  but  also  superses¬ 
sion  of  the  regular  employees  of  the  Company.  Hence  was  felt  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  restricting  the  appointing  powers  of  the  Governor  General  in 
Council.  The  offices  were  divided  into  different  classes  according  to 
their  importance,  the  highest  posts  being  given  to  senior  ser¬ 
vants  of  longest  standing,  though  exceptions  were  permitted  in  cases 
of  exceptional  ability.  But  retention  of  unnecessary  posts  was  prohibited 
even  though  held  by  persons  who  had  rendered  meritorious  service. 


Sons  of  the  Directors  were  given  preference  at  the  time  of  appointment 
and  appear  to  have  been  given  precedence  in  rank  over  others  appointed 
at  the  same  time.  So,  in  1782  Richard  Becher,  then  Mint  Master  at 
Calcutta,51  represented  to  the  Court  of  Directors  that  his  eldest  son 
Richard  Becher  and  second  son  Robert  Becher,  appointed  writer  and 
cadet  respectively  on  being  nominated  by  him  when  he  was  a  Director 
of  the  Company,  had  not  been  given  precedence  over  others  as  was  cus¬ 
tomary  and  as  he  had  been  assured  would  be  done.52 


28  Letter  from  Comt ,  9  Decern  l>er  1784,  para.  33- 

29  Letter  to  Court,  25  October  1785,  paia.  41. 

30  Letter  from  Court ,  15  January  1783  (Separate  General  Letter),  para.  1. 
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If  at  this  distance  of  time,  we  are  able  to  umsuutl  a  piume  ui  the 
activities  of  the  Government  at  Fort  William,  a  good  deal  ui  the  uedk 
of  recording  faithfully  almost -every  detail  of  ouuueme  should  go  to  tin 
small  band  of  scribes,  who  weie  called  vw  iters.  1  ho  tunned  a  pan  ol 
the  covenanted  civil  service/  ‘  One  ol  the  reasons  ini  employing  sn  mam 
writers  was  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  the  voluminous  ofhuai 
records  and  accounts.31  This  difficulty  was  heightened  In  the  but  that 
six  copies  of  every  letter  had  to  be  prepaied  at  lout  William.  '  1  fa 

writers  were  usually  qualified  men,  although  occasional!)  the)  have  hit 
signs  of  their  orthographical  lapses.  1  he  Bengal  Government  also  em 
ployed  temporary  Indian  writeis,  and  the  Diiectois  appuned  oi  tins  pi m 
tice,  because  “many  articles  of  business  can  be  peilouued  In  tin  m  njuaih 
well,  and  at  infinitely  less  expence  than  In  am  hmopeaa  Miv  ants."  I  hev 
could  for  example  be  employed  “in  copying  papeis  and  othet  suliutdinate 
occupations.’ *  But  the  Com t  was  against  employing  Indians  to  do  the 
work  which  the  regular  European  writeis  ol  the  Company  weie  espeutd 
to  do  as  such  a  practice  was  “subversive  of  all  oidei,  and  inn<*dui uny 
to  every  species  of  idleness  and  dissipation  in  out  settlements.  I  hr 
Directors  also  insisted  that  “confidential  situations  in  general  ought  to 
be  filled  up  by  European  servants,  and  accordingly  a  proper  supply  must 
always  be  kept  up."3® 


Attempts  made  to  solve  the  questions  ol  vatamies  iethcment\ 
resignations  and  furloughs  show  that  the  Directors  desired  to  stabilize  the 
services.  On  the  question  of  filling  up  a  vacancy  caused  in  the  death 
of  a  civil  servant,  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  uunidiug  to  a  pic 
vious  decision  of  the  Directors,  decided  that  appointments  to  all  vat  an 
cies  ought  to  be  filled  up  immediately  by  the  senior  servants  pi  cm  in 
without  awaiting  the  arrival  of  new  persons  from  England/’  Resign.! 
tions  were  permitted  on  grounds  of  ill  health,  and  the  ucicssaiy  witi 
ficates  were  given  to  such  officers  as  were  obliged  by  ill  health  to  resign 
for  proceeding  to  England. 


Leave  rules  were  likewise  framed  with  an  eye  to  permanent  y  as 
well  as  to  efficiency*  Persons  who  wished  to  proceed  to  England  on 
leave  because  of  ill  health  were  required  to  produce  an  affidavit  fmm 
three  senior  surgeons  of  the  Presidency,  and  then  to  secure  the  permis¬ 
sion  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  For  example,  judge  John 
Perring  of  the  Adalat  at  Mehsi  secured  such  a  certificate  before  proceeding 
to  England  in  1784/™  The  certificate  had  to  Ik  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
principal  surgeon,  and  attested  to  upon  oath  by  him  and  two  other  surgeons 
next  in  rank,  before  a  magistrate,  in  the  following  form:  MWt%  A., 
B,  and  C,  Surgeons  of  do  hereby  declare,  on  oath,  that  we  are  of 
opinion,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  Mr.  D,  should  leave  this  country, 


53  Letter  from  Court ,  is  July  1782,  para  19. 
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and  go  to  Europe  lor  the  recovery  of  his  health,  occasioned  by  wounds, 
bilious  or  any  other  disorder,”  But  persons  permitted  to  go  to  Europe 
for  the  reco\cry  of  their  health  lost  their  rank  and  promotion 
to  which  they  would  have  been  entitled  if  they  had  continued  to  stay 
in  India  ;  and  if  permitted  to  resume  their  duties,  they  were  to  hold 
only  that  rank  which  they  had  held  prior  to  their  departure  to  Europe, 
except  in  the  case  of  those  whose  ill  health  had  been  certified  by  the 
Governor  General  and  upon  oath  by  the  three  principal  surgeons.  In 
these  their  leave  was  restricted  to  only  one  year  in  England,  unless  an 
additional  period  of  one  year  was  specially  granted  to  them  by  the 
Directors. ,5U 


As  many  military  officers  on  return  from  lea\e  preferred  claims  to 
vacancies  as  against  junior  officers  who  had  continuous  service  jLo  their 
credit,  the  Governor  General  in  Council  enacted  that  “  every  officer  re¬ 
luming  from  England  though  he  retain  his  original  rank  shall  forfeit 
his  title  of  preference  to  vacant  commands,  unless  his  period  of  actual 
sen  ice  in  India,  deducting  that  of  his  absence  from  the  date  of  his  resigna¬ 
tion  till  his  return,  but  allowing  2  years'  grace  for  such  as  have  been  at 
home  for  their  health,  shall  be  equal  to  that  of  the  officers  next  in  re¬ 
gular  succession  to  those  commands.”40 

Leave  was  likewise  granted  to  the  servants  of  the  Company  who 
wished  to  proceed  to  England  on  account  of  private  affairs.  Such  of 
those  who  had  good  record  of  service  prior  to  their  departure  to  Europe 
were  recommended  by  the  Governor  General  for  re-employment  on  their 
return  to  India. 11  These  civil  service  rules  arc  noteworthy  in  the  sense 
that,  unlike  contemporary  governments  in  India,  the  East  India  Com¬ 
pany  considcicd  principles,  and  not  persons,  to  be  the  guiding  factors 
In  matters  of  administration.  It  may  be  said  without  any  exaggeration 
t ha t  such  regulations  pertaining  to  civil  service  were  not  a  little  res¬ 
ponsible  for  consolidating  the  administration  upon  which  the  ultimate 
well-being  of  the  people,  the  prosperity  of  the  Company  and  the  stability 
of  the  government  depended. 

JTorA.v  of  Public  Utility 

Roads,  draw-bridges,  irrigation  and  harbour  works — these  were  the 
main  public  works  with  which  the  Government  was  primarily  concerned 
in  those  years.  A  road  from  Calcutta  to  Ghunar  is  mentioned  in  the 

letters  of  1782  and  1783.  'The  Calculta-Ghunar  road,  which  the  Governor 

General  had  proposed,  was  estimated  to  cost  at  least  two  and  a 
half  lakhs  of  rupees;  and  the  Governor  General  was  censured  by  the 
Directors  for  having  undertaken  this  huge  enterprise  without  having  "so 
much  as  mentioned  the  subject  to  us  in  any  of  your  letters.”  For  this 
and  other  reasons — the  enormous  amount  of  military  expenditure,  the 
scarcity  of  cash  at  the  other  Presidencies,  the  absolute  necessity  of  every 

Letter  from  Court,  to  September  *783,  paras.  13-4. 
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rupee  being  applied  for  the  provision  of  an  investment,  am!  hn.tllv.  the 
enormous  gratuity  of  50.000  .sikkti  rupees  which  the  Govetnm  Genet.ii  hat! 
agreed  to  pay  to  the  official  who  was  to  supeivise  its  mnsumtioii  the 
Directors  censured  this  project,  hut  sam tinned  ili.ucxi  tupees  pel  annum 
for  keeping  the  existing  roatl  in  repair.-* 

But  the  Governor  General  was  not  pet t tubed  In  this  tettstue  ol 
the  Directors.  In  his  usual  courteous  but  spirited  utaunei  hi  wtme  on 
5  April  1783  t-hat  it  was  hard  "that  \se  should  mene  sotu  teusute 
for  an  act  for  which  we  did  think  mu  selves  entitled  to  vmn  apptu 
bation.”  For,  the  normal  distance  frtmt  Calcutta  to  (Initial  which  was 
600  miles  would  be  reduced  to  exactlv  398  miles  In  this  new  mat!, 
the  difficulty  of  going  over  “the  most  imprattu aide  parts  ol  the  western 
quarter  of  Bengal ",  through  impassable  woods,  locks  and  hills,  would  be 
solved;  the  total  cost  as  given  by  Captain  Rankin,  who  vs  as  to  supeivise 
its  construction,  would  be  only  rupees  2,88,87-,  i.c.  723  s ikkti  mpees  pet 
mile,  which  was  cheaper  than  the  cost  of  similar  wotks  itt  !■  mope  * 
This  important  road  was  finally  constructed  in  178*,  ami  was  tested  In 
Major  James  Crawford,  who  repeatedly  matched  on  it  with  his  legimettt 
and  guns,  and  whose  report  on  it  was  forw aided  to  the  Dim  tots  “ 


Concerning  public  works  like  dobanth,  fiuUmtuh,  drawbi  itiges  and 
harbour  constructions,  wc  have  some  tletails  in  the  letters  ol  1 782*  and 
1785.“  In  the  affidavit  made  by  John  Bayne  befnte  the  {immutable 
Mr.  Justice  Hyde  on  16  August  1782.  it  is  related  that  Bavne.  after 
a  careful  consideration  of  the  consequences  resulting  limn  the  change 
in  the  course  of  the  river  in  Burdwan,  thought  it  necessary  that  certain 
dobandsiT  were  needed  for  cultivation  purposes;  anti  that  he  theielme 
advised  Mr.  Archibald  Fraser  to  apply  to  the  Governor  General  in  (hum  ii 
for  a  contract  to  construct  them.4"  These  irrigation  works  were  uiulet 
taken  not  directly  by  the  Company  but  through  contracts,  which  wete 
sometimes  also  entered  into  by  zamitidan.  Thus  in  1 78-,  the  Directors 
agreed  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Governor  General  that  the  jmlhtmd'*, 
or  repairing  of  the  embankments  of  rivers,  might  Ik*  done  by  the  zttmtu 
dars  themselves,  but  ordered  that  the  Governor  General  in  Council  was 
to  take  great  care  “lest  by  an  ill  judged  parsimony,  these  embankments 
may  be  so  much  neglected  as  to  endanger  the  cultivation  of  the  lands"; 
and  if  the  mmindars  were  to  undertake  the  repairs,  the  Committee  for 
Pulbandi  must  be  very  attentive,  that  they  punctually  perform  that 
duty.**  But  the  construction  of  draw-bridges  to  forts  could  not  1m* 
entrusted  to  private  enterprise.  Therefore,  when  the  draw  bridges  of 
St.  Georges  Royal,  and  the  water  gateways  in  the  New  Fort  at  Calcutta. 
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tell  into  decay,  the  Chief  Engineer  made  several  representations  to  the 
Governor  General  in  Council,  as  a  result  of  which  estimates  were  secured 
from  the  Chief  Engineer  and  he  was  finally  authorized  to  make  the 
necessary  repairs  without  exceeding  the  expenditure  sanctioned  by  the 
Governor  Genera  1/° 


'The  construction  of  a  new  harbour  in  Calcutta  as  proposed  by 
Mr.  Benjamin  Lacain  seriously  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Directors  and 
of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  in  1785.  Mr.  Lacain  had  been 
introduced  to  the  Company  by  Lord  Svdnes,  one  of  His  Majesty’s  Prin¬ 
cipal  Secretaries  ot  State. H  The  pioposal  submitted  by  Mr.  Lacam  was 
discussed  at  a  Joint  Committee  of  Correspondence  and  Shipping  in 
London  on  7  October  1785.  Lacam’s  project  was  to  build  “  a  dock  or 
docks  and  a  harbour  for  ships.”  It  was  recommended  by  the  Committee 
to  the  Directors  who  decided  to  grant  him  a  lease,  which  was  to  be 
executed  in  India  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council  under  the  Com- 
pain’s  seal  on  such  terms  as  would  protect  public  interest,  and  at  the 
same  time  secure  to  Lacam  the  support  of  the  Government  in  executing 
the  work.  Lacam  was  to  construct  the  harbour  within  ten  years  from 
the  dale  of  the  execution  of  the  lease.'2  According  to  the  lease  this 
harbour  was  to  be  “a  careening  harbour”,  capable  of  receiving  His 
Majesty’s  and  the  Company’s  ships  44  to  any  extent  of  number  and  size  ”, 
while  the  dn  docks  were  for  ships  of  all  dimensions.  The  correspondence 
on  this  important  subject  shows  the  great  anxiety  and  care  which  both 
the  Directors  and  the  Governor  General  in  Council  bestowed  on  public 
works,*’5 


Corruption 

Embezzlement  and  corruption  were  two  evils  which  the  Governor 
General  in  Council  as  well  as  the  Directors  tried  to  eradicate.  The 
cause  of  these  evils  seems  to  have  been,  as  the  Governor  General  said 
in  his  letter  of  5  May  1781,  that  every  one  of  the  252  covenanted  servants, 
many  of  whom  were  the  44  sons  of  the  first  families  in  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  ”,  was  aspiring  “  to  the  rapid  acquisition  of  lacks  and  to 
return  to  pass  the  prime  of  their  lives  at  home,  as  multitudes  have  done 
before  them.”*4  With  this  motto  of  amassing  millions  within  a  few  years, 
it  is  not  surprising  that  there  should  ha%*e  been  cases  of  embezzlement 
in  both  the  Military  and  the  Civil  Departments.  In  1782,  Major  Peter 
Grant  was  charged  with  defrauding  the  sepoys  under  him  of  their  pay, 
batta  and  other  dues.  He  was  therefore  cashiered  and  sent  home.” 
Some  of  the  army  officers  were  making  large  profits  by  selling  spirituous 
liquors  to  the  soldiers.  The  Directors  as  well  as  the  Secretary  for  War 
were  aware  of  this  danger,  which  not  only  spread  corruption  among  the 
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officers  but  also  bred  indiscipline  in  the  army,  ami  dcstitmd  (ho  health 
of  the  soldiers.  The  Directors,  therefore,  took  Mem  meuMues  to  eradicate 
this  evil  and  the  Governor  General  in  Count il  were  old tied  to  to  update 
with  General  Sloper  in  the  campaign  against  illicit  sale  of  iieptot. 

One  of  the  reasons  why  officials  became  eouttpi  was  the  absent e  of 
sufficient  scope  for  promotion  in  the  civil  .service,  l-ven  pet  sons  with  a 
long  period  of  service  were  not  sure  of  promotion  because  the  itumhet 
of  higher  posts  was  comparatively  small.  I  his  was  p.uuuthnh  the  case¬ 
in  the  Board  of  Trade  where  persons,  often  advanced  in  age,  temuring 
to  the  Company’s  service  from  leave  had  to  wait  foi  ycats  lot  a  vacancy 
to  occur.  This  long  waiting  without  any  avowed  means  of  subsistence 
naturally  induced  the  servants  to  resort  to  con  option  and  emhcv/lemem. 
To  remove  this  evil,  the  Governor  Genual  made  it  a  standing,  tub-  that 
all  servants  of  the  Company  appointed  to  rev  vision  at  y  stations  in 
the  Board  of  Trade,  should  be  allowed  to  thaw  the  salaries  to  which  they 
would  be  entitled  had  they  been  members  of  that  iioatd,  pending  tin- 
commands  of  the  Directors  on  this  subject.  I  he  Gout  tun  Genetal  in 
Council  adopted  this  course  “conformable  to  strict  justice  and  genetal 
practice  ”,  and  as  “  necessary  in  good  policy  ",  though  seemingly  forbidden 
by  the  restrictive  order  of  the  Directors.** 

Stationery 

A  minor  point  in  civil  administration  which  may  be  mentioned  hue 
is  that  relating  to  the  purchase  and  preservation  ot  stationery.  Rules 
were  framed  for  the  preservation  of  stationery  against  wet  and  damp. 
One  half  of  the  stationery  which  was  to  be  sent  to  Madras,  Calcutta, 
and  Bombay  was  to  be  packed  in  “thin  deal  cases  covered  with  copper  sheets 
of  x  lb  to  the  foot  square,  and  so  secured  as  to  exclude  all  wet  and 
damp,  and  these  cases  to  be  again  enclosed  in  other  cases  of  the  usual  thick¬ 
ness.”  On  arrival  in  India,  the  stationery  was  to  be  immediately  unpacked 
and  the  copper  cases  sold.8*  Since  the  quantity  of  stationed  purchased 
through  agents  in  Europe  was  inadequate,  and  the  quality  was  of  a  very 
inferior  nature,  the  Governor  General  requested  that  the  persons  entrusted 
with  this  work  might  be  asked  to  examine  carefully  both  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  stationery  before  it  was  despatched  to  India,  The  statis¬ 
tics  of  stationery  consumption  from  1781  till  178-1  show  the  growing 
demand  for  it: 


Year 

1781-1783 

1783-1783 

1783-1784 

58  Letter  from  Court,  10  December  1784,  paras.  6-7. 
ST  Letter  to  Court,  9  February  1784,  para.  11. 

**  fetter  from  Court,  37  January  >785,  paras.  13-4. 
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Value  of  Stationery 

.  Rs.  31,000 
.  Rs.  34,000 
.  Rs,  50,388-4-4-** 
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Batta 


It  is  interesting  to  note  the  steps  taken  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
meet  the  problem  of  “  bait  a  or  the  loss  arising  from  advances  not  being 
made  in  the  specific. coins  locally  required  at  our  subordinate  stations.” 
The  Court  had  decided  in  December  1*778  that  “when  the  Board  of 
Trade  (intis  it  netessan  to  apply  for  advances  of  money  in  specific  coins 
which  cannot  be  obtained,  it  is  our  pleasure,  that  the  loss  of  exchange 
on  all  such  ottasions.  he  tairied  to  the  Revenue,  and  not  to  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Department”.  This  taused  much  inconvenience  to  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  servants  as  “the  ads  antes  issued  from  the  treasury,  transported 
through  a  count! \  infested  by  dacoits,  after  a  very  dangerous  navigation," 
were  exchanged  “  at  Dacca  into  Arcot  rupees,  and  from  an  intolerable 
collusion  kept  up  among  the  shrofh  at  that  place”  this  was  of  necessity 
done  at  their  own  prites.  On  jeceiving  numerous  representations  from 
the  factories  of  Dacca  and  l.akshmipur  the  Board  of  Trade  finally  referred 
the  matter  to  the  Governm  General  in  Council  and  requested  them 
to  find  a  remedy.  As  a  temporary  measure  the  Board  agreed  to  follow 
the  earlier  decision  of  the  Court  he.  charging  the  loss  to  the  Revenue 
Department,  hut  suggested  that  either  the  “  hills  be  granted  us  payable 
in  the  uirrent  coin  of  that  station,  to  the  service  of  which  their  contents 
are  destined;  or  that  our  agents  should  be  allowed  to  purchase  such 
toins.  and  rhaiged  the  unit  ingem  loss  to  the  debit  of  the  Company 
in  their  auounts;  from  whence  in  progression  it  may  he  ultimately 
carried  to  that  of  the  Revenue  Department  ",  as  ordered  by  the  Court 
of  Dim  tors.**' 


lumwnn  in  Athainishntion 


Measures  to  diet t  economy  in  public  expenditure  received  the 
attention  of  the  Dim  tots  as  well  as  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council. 
An  recommended  by  the  Boatd  of  Inspection,  the  Governor  General 
in  Comic  11  in  17R’  unified  the  reduction  of  “  everv  unneeeNsarv  branch 
of  expeme  *\  whit h  was  to  he  dam*  not  so  much  hv  retrenchment  as 
**  by  adopting  a  regular  plan  foi  the  pasmem  of  alt  fixed  amt  contingent 
charges/’  For  this  purpose  the  Governor  General  in  Council  directed*  in 
order  to  enforce  a  rigid  attention  to  the  4 *  general  ssstem  of  economy  and 
to  gtiatd  against  tom  ingem  its  of  every  kind*  that  all  authorized  charges 
he  drawn  in  the  foint  and  order  prescribed  by  us  in  the  establishments  as 
they  are  published/*  To  execute  this  plan*  the  Governor  General  in  Coun¬ 
cil  ordered  the  examination  of  established  and  contingent  charges  by  the 
Accountant  General  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Inspection.  The 
duties  of  the  Account  am  General  in  this  connection  are  then  mentioned  in 
detail, **  But  in  17%  a  proposal  seems  to  have  emanated  from  the 
Governor  General  himself ,  guided*  of  course,  by  the  Secret  Department 
of  Inspection,  for  reducing  the  established  and  contingent  expenses  of 
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the  Bengal  Government.6-  The  Governor  Genet al  seems  to  haw  mom 
mended  retrenchment  in  the  ci\il  establishment  as  early  as  3  Mas  1781, 
In  1785  the  Directors  reminded  the  Governor  Genet  al  that  he  w  as  to 
be  strictly  guided  by  the  exigent:)  oi  the  public  sen  it  es,  and  w  as  not 
to  allow  any  department  or  office  or  salat  \  which  was  not  wan  a  met! 
by  the  real  exigency  of  the  service.6'1 

Loans  not  recovered,  balances  due,  defalcations,  and  Luge  sums 
of  money  outstanding  from  contractors— these  wet e  some  of  the  main 
items  to  which  the  Court  drew'  the  attention  of  the  Governor  Genera! 
when  they  ordered  him  to  effect  a  general  economy  in  the  ariminisn.uion 
on  8  July  1785.  Loam  given  to  Major  'Tolley,  Commissumei  of  Police, 
huge  balances  to  be  recovered  from  the  several  Paymasters,  mans  of  whom 
had  defalcated;  large  sums  of  money  amounting  to  nearly  twenty  eight 
lakhs  of  rupees  duo  from  the  a u  tangs  or  contractors,  and  an  inedeem 
able  loan  (given  by  the  Governor  General  in  Council  without  propel 
security)  to  the  Chinese  Jog  Atchcn — these  were  other  items  about  which 
the  Directors  were  very  anxious,  because  of  the  huge  sums  which  wete 
involved  in  these  transactions.64 


justice  and  Security 

The  claims  of  the  English  to  the  unstinted  loyalty  of  the  people 
were  perhaps  nowhere  so  prominently  visible  as  in  the  held  of  justice 
about  which  the  despatches  contain  valuable  details.  No  clou  In,  the 
perfect  security  which  the  average  man  felt  within  the  limits  of  the 
Company’s  possessions  as  contrasted  with  the  perpetual  inset  ut its  w  hit  h 
prevailed  in  the  territories  of  the  contemporary  Indian  Governments, 
was  by  itself  a  great  factor  which  was  responsible  for  the  marked  zeal 
with  which  the  people  flocked  to  the  fortified  settlements  of  the  English 
at  Calcutta,  Madras  and  else wf here.  But  what  was  more  important  than 
this  sense  of  security  was  the  sense  of  fairness  and  justice  which  the 
English,  much  more  than  any  of  their  European  ton  tcmpoi  arses  in  India, 
showed  in  their  dealings,  not  only  with  one  another  but  also  with  the* 
Indian  peoples.  This  is  evident,  for  instance,  from  the  generous  unn 
pensations  paid  to  the  Indian  magistrates  of  Patna  who  had  been  tin  just K 
imprisoned.65  About  these  magistrates  the  Directors  wrote  in  178s.  #*  when 
the  late  Act  respecting  the  administration  of  justice  in  Bengal  was  agitated 
m  the  House  of  Commons,  it  \vas  intended  amongst  other  things  not  only 
to  release  from  prison,  and  indemnify  the  native  magistrates  and  others 
therein  named,  but  also  to  make  provision  for  the  future  subsistence 
of  Mir  Burkut  Ulla,  and  Gullum  Muckdum  in  their  former  condition 
and  situation,  and  to  declare  them  Mahomedan  Counsellors  to  the  Court 
and  Council  at  Patna,  with  all  the  privileges,  profits,  and  emoluments 
thereto  belonging/  In  consideration  of  their  losses  and  long  Imprison 

*2  Letter  to  Court ,  22  February  1783,  para.  12. 
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ment,  the  Court  decided  to  pay  to  each  of  them  “severally,  or  to  their 
order,  out  oi  the  Company’s  treasury,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds 
three  months  after  demand.”  Bahadur  Beg  who  had  also  been  imprisoned 
was  to  receive  two  thousand  pounds,  “  in  three  months  after  demand, 
without  prejudice  to  any  claim  or  remedy  which  he  or  his  father,  or 
next  heir  at  law,  might  have  in  law  or  equity  to  any  lands  or  goods 
whatsoever.”  A  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds  was  to  be  paid  to  the 
child  or  children,  if  any,  of  the  Magistrate  of  Patna,  called  the  Cadi, 
or  Cauzi  Saadi,  who  died  as  he  was  under  conveyance  to  prison,  and 
to  his  widow,  during  her  natural  life,  a  pension  or  annuity  equal  to 
the  salary  of  her  late  husband.  If  the  Qazi  had  no  children  the  Direc¬ 
tors  ordered  that  his  widow  and  the  nearest  male  relation  should  be  given 
one  thousand  pounds  each.66  That  the  Directors  were  sincere  in  their 
motives  is  proved  not  only  by  the  fact  that  they  ordered  the  Governor 
General  to  carry  out  every  detail  of  their  behest,  but  also  from  the 
manner  in  which  they  drew  the  attention  of  the  Governor  General  in 
1783  to  the  several  reports  made  by  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Commons  concerning  the  great  question  of  the  administration 
of  justice  in  Bengal,  Bihar,  Orissa,  and  in  the  East  Indies  in  general.67 


The  impartial  manner  in  which  these  cases  of  the  Indian  magistrates 
wne  dealt  with,  the  freedom  they  were  given  to  appeal  against  the  decision 
ol  the  Company  to  His  Majesty  in  Council,  the  uncommonly  liberal 
compensation  which  the  Company  gave  to  the  magistrates  and  their 
relatives,  and,  finally,  the  sinceie  repentance  which  the  Court  of 
Directors  expressed  for  having  passed  what  ultimately  appeared  to  be 
erroneous  judgments — all  these  must  have  been  in  no  small  measure 
responsible  for  the  unequivocal  loyalty  which  the  Indian  people  gave 
to  the  Government  of  Fort  William. 


For  the  same  reasons  the  Directors  severely  condemned  the  Governor 
General's  action  in  so  unjustlv  imprisoning  and  deposing  Raja  Chait 
Singh  of  Benares.  We  learn  from  a  letter  from  the  Court  elated  28 
August  1782  that  the  Directors  had  ordered  an  immediate  enquiry  to  be 
made  into  his  case.  The  enquiry  revealed  that  on  the  death  of  Shuja- 
u<M)aulah  in  1775,  the  Governor  General  in  Council  had  concluded  a 
treaty  with  his  successor  by  which  the  Zamindan  of  Benares  with 
its  dependencies  was  surrendered  in  perpetuity  to  the  Company. 
'The  Governor  General  after  consulting  his  colleagues  had  44  proposed 
that  the  perpetual  and  independent  possession  of  the  zemindary  of 
Benares  and  its  dependencies  be  confirmed  and  guarantied  to  Rajah 
Chet  ye  Sing,  and  his  heirs,  for  ever*  subject  only  to  the  annual  payment 
of  the  revenue  hitherto  paid  to  the  late  Vi/ier,  amounting  to  Benares 
sicca  rupees  23,71,656-12,  that  no  other  demand  be  made  upon  him 
either  by  the  Nabob  of  Oude  or  your  Government,  [nor]  any  kind  of 
authority  or  jurisdiction  exercised,  by  either,  within  the  dominions  assigned 
him.”  The  Governor  General’s  observations  on  this  proposal  were  to  the 
effect  that,  since  the  Raja’s  territory  was  situated  in  a  frontier  province, 
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he  should  be  made  an  ally  of  the  Oompam;  that,  ihm*f<*n\  he  shnuhl 
be  freed  from  the  bonds  of  vassalage;  and  th;U  he  should  umaiu  mulct 
the  guarantee  and  protection  of  the  Compam.  i  he  < ’ah  uUu  t  omn  il  on  ;« 
March  1775  agreed  to  the  proposal  of  the  Gmentm  General  that  Raja  (  hail 
Singh  should  be  subject  only  to  the  p;mnem  ol  his  uifum*.  that  hr  should 
give  in  monthly  instalments  a  }eavh  memte  of  wn,  vii  tupr<%  j>S,  |  p*. 
that  he  should  exercise  a  complete  and  unconu oiled  uuthm  In  os  vi  hn 
Zamindari ,  and  that  he  should  maintain  a  both  oi  2.000  Iuum*  Un  the 
service  of  the  Company  onlv.  Accordingh  in  their  lettvi  abo\ e  trino  tl 
to  the  Directors  condemned  the  a<  lion  of  the  <  im  mint  Genet  a!  tot 
demanding  from  Glrait  Singh  tine  special  sum  of  %o  lakh®*  t  upc <  s  in 
addition  to  his  regular  tribute,  and  foi  imprisonin'!  him  on  his  tailnir 
to  do  so.  They  reaffirmed  the  clauses  of  the  m\U\  made  u  it h  Raja  C  bait 
Singh  and  ordered  the  restoration  of  his  /um/m/aw  in  iiimti  foi  an 
annual  tribute  of  sikkn  rupees  and  tire  reed  that  the  Bengal 

Government  should  not  interfere  in  the  administration  of  tin*  Zti'miultti 
It  was  not  the  fault  of  the  Directors  if  cm  must  ant  e\  he\omi  thru  i  ontiol 
made  it  impossible  to  give  effect  to  this  older/4* 

The  Tanjore  Raja’s  case  next  deserves  our  aUcwion,  In  1 7S 1 
the  Governor  General  wrote  to  Lord  Marat  lues  that  the  Raja  ol 
Tanjore  had  refused  to  send  grain  for  the  Knglish  arms  sMiitttitii  in 
the  Carnatic  and  he  advised  him  to  compel  the  Raja  to  omu  ihute  his 
share  to  the  cost  of  war.  He  even  suggested  that  the  Raja  should  lie 
deprived  of  all  his  resources  save  what  were  imessan  ho  his  own 
subsistence.  Macartney  before  agreeing  to  this  suggestion  fm  wauled  ,m 
extract  from  the  Governor  General’s  letter  to  the  Court  for  then  opinion. 
The  Directors,  however,  did  not  approve  of  it.  Tires  wrote  that  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  Governor  General  in  his  lettet  unc  so 
“diametrically  opposite  to  those  whi<  h  we  (the  Ditet  tors*  euietuitt 
respecting  the  rights  of  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  the  othei  pout  is 
connected  with  the  Company,  and  are  so  repugnant  to  <veis  idea  of 
justice  and  moderation,  and  the  agreement  subsisting  between  us  and 
the  Rajah,  that  we  cannot  but  express  our  extreme  surprize  tin-teat,'' 
They  hoped  that  the  Governor  General’s  letter  "made  no  imptession 
upon  the  minds  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  I-'ort  St,  Geoige." 
They  wrote  to  the  Raja  of  Tanjore  about  their  "  unalterable  deter 
ruination  to  support  and  protect  him  in  the  management  ami 
government  of  his  own  territories,  according  to  the  agreement  subsisting 
between  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  the  Rajah,  and  the  Compam,  and  to 
guarantee  to  him  and  his  family  the  quiet  possession  of  his'tmmm." 
The  Madras  Government  was  accordingly  ordered  to  att  in  all  their 

transactions  with  the  Raja  of  Tanjore  “  agreeablv  to  these  determina¬ 
tions.  *® 


It  was  not  only  in  great  issues  like  the  aljove  that  the  Knglish  gave 

proof  of  their  high  sense  of  justice;  even  in  trivial  matters  thev  showed 
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the  same  spirit  of  fair  play  and  equity  which  was  to  win  for  them  the 
loyalty  of  the  millions  of  India.  When  the  Company’s  servants  harassed 
any  subject  of  the  English  king,  or  any  subject  belonging  Lo  any  govern¬ 
ment  with  which  the  Company  was  on  friendly  terms,  the  Directors 
piomptly  took  action  on  behalf  of  the  aggrieved  persons.  Thus,  as  is 
related  in  a  letter  from  the  Directors  dated  25  January  1782,  they  wrote 
to  the  Governor  General  that  he  was  to  inquire  into  the  complaints 
1  cl  a  live  to  Mr.  Bolts  and  Count  Belgioioso,  the  Imperial  Ministei  at 
London.70  The  first  reference  is  obviously  to  William  Bolts,  a  Dutchman, 
who  is  said  in  other  records  to  have  had  a  strange  career.  The  Governor 
General  himself  intervened  on  behalf  of  the  Chinese  and  Malayans  who 
had  been  harassed  by  the  Company’s  servants.  I11  1782  he  wrote  to  the 
Directors  that  while  granting  letters  of  marque’  to  the  ship  Warren  he 
had  taken  care  to  see  that  the  Chinese  and  the  Malayans  were  not  harassed 
by  the  Company’s  officials.71 


Another  interesting  case  was  that  of  Booth  vs.  the  Company.  On 
25  November  1780,  the  Governor  General  had  submitted  to  the  Directors 
all  the  papers  relevant  to  the  charges  which  Booth  had  brought  against 
the  Chief  and  Council  of  Patna.  The  Directors  in  1783  ordered  that 
the  whole  matter  be  sifted  thoroughly  to  the  bottom.”  'I  hey  wished 
that  "  if  any  of  the  said  charges  shall  be  brought  home  to  the  parties 
accused”,  the  matter  be  referred  at  once  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature  or  dealt  with  in  any  other  manner  which  the  Governor 
General  might  think  fit;  and  that  the  latter  was  to  take  up  this  investigation 
“  with  zeal,  temper,  and  impartiality  ”,  and  acquaint  the  Directors  with 
the  result.  The\  added,  “  by  punishing  such  individuals  as  may  justly 
become  the  objects  of  our  displeasure,  and  which  we  are  unalterably 
determined  to  do,  we  hope  to  rescue  the  servants  of  the  Company 
from  that  general  prejudice  which  they  have  too  long  laboured  under 
in  this  country.”  But  strangely  enough,  after  this  puragtaph  had  been 
written,  the  Directors  learnt  that  Booth  had  withdrawn  himself  from 
the  Presidency,  denying  that  he  possessed  any  knowledge  of  the  facts 
on  which  he*  had  based  his  accusations  against  the  members  of  the 
Patna  Council  The  Governor  General,  therefore,  wrote  to  the  Directors 
that  in  these  circumstances  he  saw  no  ground  for  prosecuting  the  case, 
arid  that  he  had  consequently  closed  the  subject.  But  the  Directors 
would  not  approve  of  this  step,  and  ordered  that  the  enquiry  into  the 
charges  against  the  members  of  t lie  Patna  Council  be  resumed  and  that 
Booth  be  suspended  from  the  Company’s  service.78 

During  this  period  the  well-known  Pitts  India  Act  of  1 784  nas 
passed.  On  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  enactment  it  was  immediately  trans¬ 
lated  into  Bengali  and  Persian;  the  different  Presidencies  were  informed 

m  Letter  from  Cowt,  *5  Januaiv  178*,  para.  Sec  also  Smith,  Oxford  Hist 
of  India,  p.  310;  Indian  Antiquary  1917,  p.  *77  *«  ^‘e  Vcrclst's  A  Vtew  of  the  Rise, 
Progress  and  Present  State  of  the  English  Government  hi  Bengal. 
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of  the  same;  and  it  was  tesohed  (hat  all  mhIi  pails  «*v  nlai<  to  Uit 
enlarged  controul  ol  this  Government  out  the  diifetem  Pu  sidelines  and 
all  matters  of  alliance  and  connec lion  with  tin*  naf i\ e  slater  should  he 
communicated  to  them.”™ 

We  may  now  pass  on  u>  the  well  known  can4  of  Su  Hij.th  who 

was  charged  with  cormption  by  Philip  Hands  m  1 77*1*  1  he  following 
documents  bear  directly  on  this  t.tse  -  a  lot  tot  dated  ;»  \pril  177*1, 
Calcutta,  written  by  Mr.  Philip  Hands;  two  let  ins  In  Su  ^  Elijah  Imprv, 
both  dated  Calcutta,  8  August  1782;  Joint  lias  lie's  affidavit  of  the  same 
date;  a  letter  from  John  Kinlotk,  Superintendent  of  ibudhamh  Repaid, 
dated  1  February  1778;  and  an  estimate  of  the  advaiu es  “  absolutely 
necessary  to  be  expended  this  season  for  putting  the  hands  of  this 
province  in  a  thorough  repair  *\  signet!  In  John  hiutoik  on  t  Eebi  tun 
1778.75  Sir  Elijah  Impey’s  name  hgutes  again  tit  anothet  *  unnet 
He  had  been  appointed  in  1 780  to  the  of  Ik  e  of  judge  of  Stub  Di.rtmt 
A  data  l  in  addition  to  his  existing  appointment  of  Chief  judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  The  Directors  wrote  to  the  Governor  Ceneud  on  30  Apt il 
1782  that  they  were  fully  convinced  of  the  improprief  v  of  that  appointment 
and  that  they  had  accordingly  resolved  that  Sis  Elijah  Impey  in  tetnoved 
from  the  office  of  judge  of  the  Stuir  Jhuut tn  hhtlat,  and  Mw«  do  duett 
that  he  be  removed  from  the  said  off  we  immediately  uptm  the  temps 
hereof.”76 

But  in  those  early  days  of  British  tide  pet  haps  tin  git  at  in  id  of 
the  hour  was  the  security  of  life  and  ptopem  with  It  was  of  mk  h  % it.if 
concern  to  the  material  prosperity  of  the  people.  1  his  <jm siion  set  ioysh 
.engaged  the  attention  of  the  Government,  Ahead*  steps  had  been  taken 
to  maintain  a  strong  police  fort e  in  Calcutta,  i  he  Bye  Law  cieatim* 

the  office  of  the  Superintendent  oi  Polite  for  the  town  of  C  ainifia,  had 

come  under  “His  Majesty's  roval  disallowam  e*h  so  a  new  phm  had 

to  be  devised  to  retain  the  office  which  was  the  onh  ihetk  upon  the 

riotous  and  disorderly  elements  in  that  <u>.  I  he  Gmruioi  GrttrtaE 
therefore,  desired  the  Advocate  General  to  ptepaie  new  rules,  utdtnam p% 
and  regulations  in  regard  to  this  office,  which  wet e  to  he  passed  «it»l\ 
into  law,  with  the  approval  of  the  Supreme  Court/* 


Milt  fa  ry  A  d  m  i  n  istt  a  ban 
« 


Concerning  the  vital  problem  of  military  atiiitiuiMMtniii  th*-  letter 
contain  many  interesting  and  valuable  details.  These  deal  with  the 
general  regulations  concerning  the  Military  Department,  the  oigatti/a 
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tion  of  the  troops,  their  officers,  and  recruiting  centres,  and  some  pro¬ 
blems  which  faced  the  military  authorities,  such  as  the  conflict  between 
the  Company’s  officers  and  the  King’s  officers,  the  abuses  in  the  army, 
discipline,  desertions,  mutiny,  and  loot. 


In  general,  all  matters  relating  to  the  anny  were  decided  by  the 
Military  Board  in  consultation  with  the  Commander  in  Chief,  but  the 
Governor  General  in  Council  was  required  to  pay  every  attention  to 
the  representations  that  were  made  directl)  to  him  by  the  officers  of 
the  army.  That  is,  though  the  Commander  in  Chief  had  very  great 
powers  regarding  the  conduct  and  organization  of  the  arm),  yet  the 
Military  Board  and  the  Governor  General  in  Council  were  considered 


to  be  the  final  authorities  in  all  matters,  except  perhaps  those  directly 
concerning  action  on  the  battle-fields.  In  1783  the  Governor  General 
in  Council  ”  received  repeated  representations  from  the  officers  of  infantry 
complaining  of  supercessions  by  the  promotion  of  younger  officers  than 
themselves  in  the  artillery  or  engineer  corps  to  commissions  above  them 
in  the  army,  and  vice  versa  from  the  officers  of  those  corps  occasionally 
complaining  of  supercessions  from  infantry  officers.”  The  Governor 
General  in  Council,  of  course,  carefully  considered  these  complaints  and 
set  matters  right.78 


Without  entering  into  a  detailed  description  of  the  military  establish¬ 
ment,  we  may  confine  ourselves  to  a  few  aspects  of  this  vast  machinery 
which  rightly  engrossed  the  closest  attention  of  both  the  Directors  and 
the  Governor  General  in  Council  at  Fort  William.  Wc  shall  first  take 
up  the  question  of  the  various  sections  in  the  army.  The  following 
sections  are  referred  to  in  the  letters  under  discussion:  Infantry, 
Cavalry,  Artillery,  Bullock  Corps,  and  Camel  Corps.  In  addition  to  these 
which  comprised  both  the  British  and  Indian  troops,  a  corps  of  Hano¬ 
verians  consisting  of  two  battalions,  “  especially  recommended  by  the 
King”,  is  mentioned  in  1782.  Special  rules  called  General  Articles  of 
Agreement  were  drawn  up  for  the  guidance  of  the  German  troops,  who 
were  to  serve  for  seven  years  from  the  date  of  their  arrival  in  India. 
Two  years’  notice  was  to  be  given  to  His  Majesty  before  the  German 
corps  could  be  disbanded  or  sent  back  to  England.  This  corps  was  to 
be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  His  Majesty’s  troops  in  regard  to  pay, 
duty,  and  every  other  respect,  while  the  Company  was  to  pay  all  expenses 
of  the  corps.  Detailed  regulations  are  given  concerning  the  raising  and 
forming  of  this  German  contingent,  the  pieces  of  cannon  which  they 
were  to  carry,  the  levy  money  for  every  man,  their  subsistence  money, 
pay  and  allowances,  clothing  and  equipment,  transport,  treatment  of  the 
sick  and  wounded,  their  command,  and  jurisdiction. 79 


In  a  letter  dated  21  September  1785,  the  Directors  gave  detailed 
instructions  regarding  the  military  establishment  in  time  of  peace.  They 
wrote  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  M  to  the  success  of  our 
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military  operations  in  India  that  the  <  ui  ps  whuh  tornpon  tin  annus 
at  Bengal,  Madras,  ami  Bombay  should  W  so  lot  tmd  as  to  unthU  them 
to  lake  the  field  on  the  slumest  noti<(%  and  to  art  with  diet  t  whenever 
they  shall  happen  to  he  united  upon  senue.”  With  this  ohjn  t  in  \kw\ 
the  whole  military  establishment  was  anunged  <uuuding  to  one  ttnilouii 
system,  the  corps  of  eveiy  denomination  at  rath  ot  the  Ft widen*  ies  being 
reduced  to  the  same  strength  in  point  of  olfuns,  mm  k  onuiussiourd 
officers  and  privates.  'This  plan  was  n>  he  immeduteb  adopted  lot  ifu* 
military  establishments  of  Bengal,  Madias,  and  Bomha\ ;  and  it  was 
decreed  that  “  no  deviation  front  the  piopmtiom  settled  l>\  this  plan 
shall  henceforth  take  place  without  out  p*titiud.u  mi  dels  Un  that 


purpose 


80 


The  standardization  of  battalions*  htigudes.  and  ngimems,  then 
compactness,  and  the  unifounity  of  the  tmliuny  at iattgeinents  at  Bmgah 
Madras,  and  Bombay  with  such  thanges  as  wvw  inevitable,  !m  uisuiur, 
in  a  centre  like  Bombay,  must  have  been  not  a  little  tespuiisible  lot  the 
efficiency  of  the  Company's  army  and  hn  its  sou  esses  out  its  enemies, 
whose  armies  though  generally  large  wete  timstK  illoigamsed  and  consisted 
of  a  great  number  of  freebooters  having  little  or  no  sympailn  with  fheii 
employers  or  with  each  other.  U  would  he  tuteiestiug  lot  the  histouan 
to  investigate  as  to  whether  and  to  what  extent  t  onteinpot at  v  Indian 
governments  imitated  the  catelully  planned  unlit  a i v  uj gan t/at ioi i  of  the 
East  India  Company.  To  posterity  the  militat y  oi gani/ntum  of  du*  l  ast 
India  Company1,  has  one  lesson  to  teach,  * e,  ,  that  success  at tends  onI\ 
those  who  march  abreast  of  their  limes,  mul  who  believe  in  and  au  with 
scientific  precision  rather  than  with  a  blind  faith  in  munbess  and  in 
traditional  methods. 

I  he  .Bullock  Corps  attached  to  the  tinny  is  mem  toned  in  a  let  n  i  hunt 
the  Governor  General  dated  5  April  tyHg,  in  which  we  air  inhumed  that 
111  consequence  of  a  represent  at  ion  made  to  tin*  Ciomniaiulet  in  (  hirf 
by  Captain  Hearsey,  whom  he  had  left  in  the  ttmiunil  of  the  Bulloik 
Department  for  the  carriage  of  grain  for  the  aitn\  in  die  Cantata,  stating 
that  he  experienced  insuperable  difficulties  in  Ids  Depaiitnati,  Norn  iftr 
interference  of  a  person  appointed  h\  the  Cuvet mitem  of  hm  Si. 
George  to  keep  the  grain  accounts  and  to  <o!Ieu  the  imrnrv  fo*  gndn 
delivered  out,  which  he  begged  the  Commands  in  Chiefs  hueifeirmr 
to  relieve  him  from,  least  the  Department  should  fall  again  into  its  brunet 
contusion  the  Commander  in  Chief  thought  it  mtessars  to  mams*  that 
we  would  recommend  the  plan  which  he  hud  established  hit  this  dots 
to  the  Government  at  Fort  St.  George,  cspedalh  as  it  had  sounded 

cxPccU*tion’  and  Captain  Iknusey  had  shewn  gieai  «,ur 
and  attention  to  reduce  it  to  regularity."*11 

Two  special  recruiting  centres  for  the  CoumanvS  Indian  .mm 
mentioned  m  the  letters  were  the  fort  of  Bijaigarh  ami  Orissa.  The 

ZYenlJr1^  C.T1’  V  «78r,.  paras.  H.-a. 
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former  was  retained  by  the  Governor  General,  although  it  belonged  to 
the  late  Raja  of  Benares,  because  from  its  situation  it  was  considered 
“  a  proper  place  for  a  nursery  of  sepoy  recruits  to  be  raised  and 
distributed  to  the  regiments.*'82  Orissa  became  the  centre  for  emergency 
recruitment.  In  1782  the  Commander  in  Chief  suggested  that  live 
hundred  sepoys  be  enlisted  from  the  province  of  Orissa  for  immediate 
despatch  to  Bengal.83  For  the  English  regiments  of  the  Company 
recruitments  were  sometimes  made  in  India  from  disbanded  corps.  In 
1785  six  hundred  non-commissioned  officers  who  had  been  released  from 
His  Majesty’s  Royal  Artillery  were  recruited  for  the  European  Artillery 
Corps.  The  Governor  General  in  1785  recommended  to  the  Directors 
thai  gentlemen  of  family  and  education  should  not  be  recruited.  He 
wrote,  “the  idea  of  gentlemen  of  family  and  education  being  reduced 
to  the  situation  of  serving  as  soldiers  in  this  country  is  truly  mortifying.*’ 
For  they  were  not  aware  of  the  miser)  they  were  destined  to.  To 
stop  this,  he  suggested  that  those  recruiting  officers  who  had  misled  them 
should  be  severely  reprimanded  by  the  Directors.81 

Careful  regulations  relating  to  promotions  were  laid  down.  The 
Directors  ruled  that  “  no  officer  shall  be  promoted  from  the  rank  of  ensign 
without  serving  in  that  capacity  at  least  2  years  and  then  to  succeed 
to  lieutenants  when  vacancies  shall  happen.  As  the  rise  for  junior 
officers  will  be  less  rapid  than  it  has  been,  and  those  of  the  rank  of  ensign 
are  constantly  attached  to  the  European  regiments,  they  may  by  this  rule 
be  well  qualified  in  their  profession  and  fit  for  appointments  in  the 
sepoy  battalions  when  they  become  lieutenants.”85  It  was  made  dear 
that  no  promotions  or  supersessions  could  be  made  in  India  without  the 
knowledge  ami  sanction  of  the  Directors;  and  in  India,  the  Select 
Committee  was  not  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  privileges  of  the  Governor 
General  in  Council  in  this  respect.86  Even  in  the  appreciation  of 
meritorious  military  service  in  the  field,  the  Directors  took  a  keen  interest, 
as  is  proved  by  the  reward  of  a  sword  valued  at  too  guineas  to  Colonel 
Cathcart  “in  testimony  of  his  gallant  and  distinguished  behaviour  in 
storming  the  French  redoubt  near  Cuddalore  on  the  13th  June  1783.”87 


A  number  of  problems  confronted  the  military  administration.  There 
were  the  problems  connected  with  disembarkation.  Captains  of  ships  were 
ordered  on  their  arrival  at  Fort  St.  George  or  elsewhere  on  the  coast  of 
Coromandel,  “to  observe  ail  such  orders,  as  may  be  given  you  by  the  Corn- 
mandcr  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty’s  forces,  for  disembarking  the  troops  from 
on  board  your  ship  and  the  landing  and  delivering  of  all  the  stores 
belonging  to  His  Majesty  that  you  may  have  on  board  your  ship.”88  There 
was  also  the  question  of  the  treatment  of  the  King's  soldiers.  In  a  letter 
dated  25  January  1782,  referring  to  the  Hanoverian  regiments,  the 


**  tetter  to  Court,  9  May  *782,  para.  20. 
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Directors  drew  the  attention  of  the  Gm eminent  of  I  on  St,  C »ro!gr  to  the 
complaints  received  about  the  imptopei  is  vaiinetn  given  to  the  king's 
troops,  and  the  failure  of  the  Madras  Gownsmen?  to  <,uiv  out  the  expiess 
orders  of  the  Court  in  this  conuetitoii.*4*  Hut  the  lout  William  Gmein 
mem  did  not  commit  such  a  hlundei .  When  two  umipauhs  ot  Hi* 
Majesty's  io*nd  Regiment  mulct  the  t ommand  ot  i  apt  ain  Hours Ijoine 
arrived  at  Calcutta  on  the  Xot*folk9  the  Gm eniot  Gemt  ,d  "  munrdhiich 
caused  proper  barracks  to  he  alloted  n*  them  in  the  Ion  *\  atul 
assured  the  Directors  of  Ids  constant  attention  to  the  ait ommmhukm 
of  any  of  His  Majesty's  forces  who  mas  he  stummed  at  this  l*t rsidetu  C\ 
Advances  were  given  to  Captain  fhme\!H»tnc  foi  the  pa*  of  his  detaih 
mem  according  to  the  rates  allowed  to  the  (  ompumN  it  oops  1 

Another  perpetual  source  of  an\iei\  ami  Uouhlr  to  the  Gmenunem 
at  Fort  William  was  the  confikt  between  the  Cnmpum’s  tump*  and  the 
King’s  troops,  between  the  Company's  Commandei  m  (  hud  and  the 
King’s  Commander  in  Chief,  am!  final!*,  between  the  Cm  emu?  Grnetal 
in  Council  and  the  military  admiiiistiutinu.  I  he  t'mop*\m  noojn 
serving  under  the  Company  in  India  weie  divided  inn*  two  *  ategot  ies 
—those  which  belonged  to  the  Coinpam,  and  those  whit  it 
belonged  to  the  King  of  England,  Ofittcis  set *  ing  m  the  King’s  legunciu* 
often  volunteered  to  serve  in  the  ( umipaus's  aims  «tial  w ei e  pet  muted  to 
do  so.  tor  instance.  Major  John  Mat  phei  sou  saw  set  sue  tit  txit  h  the 
armies*1.  Generally,  however*’  the  King's  iroitp*  weir  distimt  iunn  the 
Company's  troops,  anti  were  requited  m  be  tUMtnl  pist  as  well  as  the 
latter.  But  officers  bearing  His  Majesty \  uunmisduu  i anked  met  those 
of  the  Company  although  their  commissions  bote  a  lutes  date  than  the 
Company’s  commission^-  In  17%  the  Company's  held  nffnets  and 
captains  forwarded  a  memorial  to  the  King  urn!  Ihuhanieii?  p? using  hn 
equality  of  rank  with  His  Majesty's  officers  holding  dir  same  t ouitnis 
sions  in  anj  service  upon  which  they  might  a«  1  togrthei  1  he 
remonstrance  was  made  l>ecause  sev end  of  the  King's  t »fht et s  seising 
in  the  Carnatic  had  received  immediate  promotions.  Fm  the  same  irasoo 
Colonel  Pearse,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Company’*  riruthiturm  in  the 
Carnatic,  applied  for  the  brevet  rank  of  brigadier  ami  as  a  pm  relent  hr 
cited  the  promotion  of  General  Goddard  of  the  King's  regimen?.**  A  pin 
posa  seems  to  have  been  made  by  Colonel  Gordon  to  untie  die  "King1* 
soldiers  m  service  with  those  of  the  Company  in  attv  other  inmie  than  that 
ol  enlisting  them  according  to  the  permission  granted  In  His  Majesty", 
mit  it  did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Governor  General.** 

Even  the  highest  military  officials  were  not  ftee  from  this  ptupemtiv 
o  quarre  .  he  Kings  Commander  in  Chief  maintained  that  hr  wu* 
superior  to  the  Company’s  Commander  in  Chief,  and  in  1 7%  hr  thinned 

11  ^elleT  tmll,  Court*  January  17811,  para. 
si  h€t*?r  5  April  1783,  para.  31, 

92  pettet\l°i  C€uHf  9  f^bruary  178a,  pm.  <#$. 

■  «  Letter  to*Cw£  JSte  %^p*T\Z  ^  ‘  V 

“  Letter  to  Court,  ?7  January  l7H;,PpZ^%. 


INTRODUCTION 


xxm 


that  “when  and  so  long  as  an>  of  His  Majesty’s  forces  shall  be  employed 
lo  act  in  defence  of  any  of  the  Company’s  settlements  or  to  assist 
against  their  enemies  in  the  East  India,  the  power  of  appointing 
courts  martial  or  authorizing  such  appointments,  shall  be  in  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  such  of  His  Majesty’s  forces,  for  the  time  being,  over 
such  of  the  said  Company’s  officers  and  soldiers  as  shall  belong  to  the 
principal  settlement  where  or  from  whence  such  forces  shall  be  employ¬ 
ed."93  It  is,  of  course,  not  stated  here  that  the  King’s  Commander  in 
Chief  had  at  all  times  and  in  all  places  more  authority  than  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  Commander  in  Chief;  but  the  fact  that  ultimately  it  was  the 
British  Parliament  and  the  Crown  that  decided  the  administration  of 
the  teriitories  of  the  Company  must  have  prompted  the  King’s  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  and  officers  to  reckon  themselves  as  superior  to  the 
Company’s  Clommandet  in  Chief  and  officers. 


Turning  to  the  disagreement  between  the  civil  and  military  authorities 
in  India,  we  find  in  178s  the  Governor  General  objecting  to  the  expendi¬ 
ture  incurred  by  General  Goddard,  who  had  paid  heavy  premiums  to 
the  shroffs  “for  passing  his  bills  on  the  Bengal  Government.”  Although 
Goddard  promised  to  abide  by  the  resolution  of  the  Governor  General, 
he  continued  to  draw  bills  at  the  same  unfavourable  rate  of  exchange 
as  before.98  Major  General  James  Stuart’s  “  improper  interference  ”  in 
allowing  a  cadet  to  be  admitted  into  Colonel  Pearse’s  detachment  when 
the  Governor  General  had  altogether  declined  to  entertain  that  parti¬ 
cular  cadet  in  1783  was  resented  by  the  Governor  General  who  held  that 
Stuart  had  no  right  to  appoint  a  volunteer  in  the  Bengal  detachment. 
The  Governor  General  also  took  Stuart  to  task  because  he  had  appointed 
“staff  officers  and  had  taken  the  payment  of  the  corps  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  proper  Paymaster  by  directing  money  for  their  disbursements  to  be 
issued  immediately  from  the  Paymaster  of  the  Madrass  forces  by  which 
the  accounts  of  our  detachments  must  have  been  thrown  into  con¬ 
fusion.”1*7 


On  two  minor  points  we  gain  some  interesting  information.  These 
are  the  promotions  of  Indian  officers,  and  the  recognition  of  the  merit 
of  Iudian  sepoys.  In  1783  the  Governor  General,  in  consultation  with 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  in  consequence  of  the  proclamation  of  peace, 
considered  a  reduction  of  military  strength,  especially  of  the  Indian 
contingents,  and  forbade  the  promotion  of  Indian  officers.9*  But  it  need 
not  be  surmised  from  this  that  the  Company's  Government  was  loth  to 
promote  Indian  sepoys  or  to  recognise  their  merit.  In  1784  the  Governor 
General  wrote:  “In  our  consultations  noted  in  the  margin  you  will 
observe  the  honourable  marks  of  distinction  which  wc  were  induced  to 
confer  on  the  sepoys  of  the  Bombay  Detachment  on  their  return  to  this 
side  of  India.  The  faithfull  and  approved  services  of  these  troops  merited 


**  Letter  to  Court ,  3  February  1783,  para,  5 H>. 
«  Letter  to  Court,  7  December  17 8a,  para.  38. 

Letter  to  Court ,  2$  October  1783,  paras.  54.5. 
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even  maik  of  favour  and  encouragement  that  we  could  devise  consistent 
with  a  due  attention  to  your  interests.  In  addition  therefore  to  the 
rewards  before  given  we  were  happy  in  adopting  a  recommendation  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Law,  your  Collector  of  Gaya,  to  exempt  such  as  were 
Hindoos  from  the  duties  which  are  generally  collected  at  that  place,  and 
particularly  so  when  this  invaluable  benefit  is  to  be  allowed  without  anv 
deduction  in  the  collections;  the  Annul  having  very  liberulh 
promised  to  accede  to  an  indulgence  so  well  applied.”99 


A  great  abuse  which  both  the  Directors  as  well  as  the  Bengal 
Government  tried  their  best  to  eradicate  was  the  consumption  of  liquot 
by  the  soldiers  and  the  profits  which  the  officers  in  charge  of  this  intoxi¬ 
cant  often  secured.  “We  have  been”,  wrote  the  Governor  General  in 
Council  on  7  December  178s,  “  under  the  necessity  of  proposing  a  regu¬ 
lation  to  be  passed  into  a  bye  law  for  the  restriction  of  shops  allowed  to 
retail  spirituous  liquors  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  town.  Arrack  shops 
had  become  so  numerous  and  licentious  that  they  were  grown  into  a 
perfect  nuisance.  Some  were  established  even  within  the  precincts  of 
the  hospital,  and  the  enticement  held  out,  in  all  parts  of  the  town  and  its 
precincts,  to  licentiousness  and  intoxication  in  the  soldiers  of  the  Garrison 
had  proved  so  ruinous  to  the  constitutions  of  the  few  Europeans  who 
composed  this  corps  that  we  thought  it  high  time  to  put  a  stop  to  such 
a  destructive  evil  by  placing  the  shops  under  proper  control  and  regula 

lion.  The  Bye-Law  was  immediately  communicated  to  the  Directors. . 

The  intoxicant  that  played  havoc  among  the  soldiers  was  Benkulen  arrack, 
although  there  was  also  a  good  demand  for  Madeira  wine.  The  excessive 
consumption  of  the  former  caused  great  concern  among  the  Directors  On 
10  December  1784,  they  ordered  the  Governor  General  to  oive  every 
assistance  to  General  Sloper,  who  was  trying  to  suppress  the  excessive  use 
of  spirituous  liquors  among  the  soldiers,  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  profits 
which  resulted  from  it  to  the  commanding  officers  at  different  stations.1111 

he  evil  arose  because  there  was  till  then  no  regulation  controlling  the 
commanding  officers  in  the  sale  of  the  intoxicants,  and  likewise  no  restric- 

^•K°n,fthrKPeCUmary  adVam?ges  which  the>'  derived  by  debasing  the 
q  ality  of  the  intoxicants  and  selling  them  at  excessive  profits.  The 

Directors  ordered  that  section  8  of  the  Articles  of  War,  by  which  such  nrofits 

were  expressly  forbidden,  be  applied  against  the  officers  forthwith.10^ 

ouesHonl^ai  ^  WaS  ?  vital  Problem=  allied  to  this  were  the 
^  .  r  ‘  dTm°nS  rand  mutiny-  The  despatches  contain  many  ins- 

and  Jven  Tl  ZTr  1°'  n^n’  °l  M  captains,  majors, 

courts-martkl  In  ?h  L  these  Punishments  were  determined  bv 

court TrlS  '  1  h  ?£  EuroPean  officers  of  the  Company’s  army,  a 

mandTS  LhW  hvT by  °f  3  warrant  issued  to  **  Coin- 

mander  m  Chief  by  the  Governor  General  in  Council.  An  interesting 

question  arose  when  a  court-martial,  after  completing  the  trial  of  Majo? 

etJfr  {°  £$urt>  !<>  December  1784,  para  46 
“f  o  c°™t,  7  December  i^  pm  , 

1..  UttTr  %°0Z  CrZrt  IO  I£einb"  *7*1  paras.  6-7. 
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Adderley,  refused  to  obey  the  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  trial  of  Lieutenant  Thompson.  The  point  of  law  raised  was 
whether  a  court-martial  having  been  summoned  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Governor  General  in  Council  to  try  a  particular  person,  could  be  ordered 
by  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  take  up  the  trial  of  any  other  person  as 
well.  On  the  matter  being  referred  to  the  Council,  it  was  observed  that 
the  court-martial  had  committed  a  mistake  in  not  obeying  the  direction 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  since  an  order  had  been  issued  previously 
that  it  should  sit  on  the  trial  of  all  prisoners  that  might  be  brought  before 
it;  the  consideration  of  the  question  of  the  right  claimed  by  the  Comman¬ 
der  in  Chief  was  however,  postponed.1 03  In  this  connection,  the  Directors 
issued  a  standing  order  that  “whenever  officers  shall  be  dismissed  by  the 
sentence  of  a  general  court  martial  and  the  same  meeting  with  your  (the 
Governor  General's)  approval  such  officers  must  on  no  account  be 
permitted  to  remain  in  India.”104 

The  high  sense  of  fairness  which  marked  the  Company’s  administra¬ 
tion  is  shown  in  the  provision  which  the  Government  made  for  securing 
looted  property  from  a  captured  fort,  and  for  punishing  its  officers  who 
ransacked  the  treasures  in  a  captured  fortress.  The  question  of  prize- 
money  came  to  a  head  with  the  capture  of  the  Bijaigarh  fort  in  1781, 
when  the  troops  led  by  Major  Arthur  Balfour  looted  the  properly  and 
claimed  it  all  for  themselves.  The  Governor  General,  however,  called 
upon  the  sharers  to  refund  the  booty  and  to  submit  their  pretensions 
to  the  Board  and,  on  their  refusing  to  do  so,  he  filed  a  suit  against  the 
commanding  officer  as  well  as  the  other  officers  who  had  allowed 
this  plunder.  The  matter  was  then  left  to  the  decision  of  a  committee 
of  field  officers  in  the  Bengal  Presidency,  who  were  not  connected  with 
the  capture  of  that  fortress.105  But  the  Directors  ordered  that  the 
“conduct  of  the  commanding  officer  upon  this  occasion  be  immediately 
enquired  into  by  a  court  martial”,  and  the  result  of  this  inquiry  be 
communicated  at  once  to  them.100  The  Commander  in  Chief,  however, 
thought  it  improper  to  execute  the  order  of  the  Directors,  since  a  civil 
suit  on  the  same  subject  had  been  filed  in  the  Supreme  Court.  The 
point  was  decided  in  favour  of  the  Company.107 

There  was  only  one  major  mutiny  in  these  four  years.  In  a 
despatch  dated  23  August  1784,  the  Governor  General  refers  to  the 
measures  he  had  taken  Yin  consequence  of  advices  respecting  the  mutiny 
of  the  cavalry  in  the  Carnatic.”  In  April  1784  four  regiments  of  the 
Nawab  of  the  Carnatic’s  cavalry  which  had  been  taken  into  the  Company’s 
service  mutinied  at  Arcot  and  Arni.  The  men  had  not  been  paid  for 
long;  in  addition  they  had  claims  upon  the  Nawab  for  money  due  to 
them  before  1780,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  feared  their  transfer 
from  his  service  might  either  prevent  or  at  all  events  delay  their  liquida- 

103  Letter  to  Court ,  10  December  1784,  paras.  41-3. 

104  Letter  from  Court ,  38  August  1785,  para.  17. 

105  Letters  to  Court,  14  February  1783,  para.  7;  and  15  July  1782,  para.  34. 

10*  Letter  from  Court ,  28  August  1783,  para.  19. 

l<>7  Letter  to  Court ,  17  January  1785,  para.  33.  See  Macpherson,  Soldiering  in  India, 
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tion.  They,  therefore,  confined  their  officers  in  barracks,  took  over  the 
fort  of  Arni,  and  demanded  payment  of  their  arrears  of  pa). 
The  Government  took  immediate  steps  to  suppress  the  mutineeis.  When 
order  had  been  restored  it  was  resolved  that  the  ist,  and  and  41I1  Regi¬ 
ments,  which  had  mutinied,  should  be  reduced  and  a  new  force  be  selected 
out  of  these  reduced  regiments.  It  was  also  resolved  that  as  soon  as  the 
new  regiments  had  been  recruited  they  “shall  receive  new  standards  in 
lieu  of°the  old  ones,  which  shall  be  taken  from  them;  that  after  having 
been  enlisted  and  having  received  the  bounty,  the  same  as  sepo)  recruits, 
they  be  sworn  to  be  faithful  and  true  to  the  service,  and  to  defend  their 
colours  to  the  last.”  A  copy  of  these  resolutions  was  forwarded  to  the 
Directors  by  the  Secret  Department.1 *"8 


Desertions  from  the  array  and  the  navy  are  likewise  mentioned 
occasionally  in  the  letters.  While  dealing  with  the  desertion  of  Chief 
Officer  Thomas  Lee  from  the  ship  Chester  field,  the  Governoi  Genet  al 
remarked  that  there  was  “frequent  desertion  of  the  sworn  and  petty 
officers”  in  the  ships,  which  demanded  an  immediate  remedy.  Such 
persons  were  not  to  be  re-admitted  into  the  Company’s  service,  and 
penalties  were  to  be  exacted  from  their  securities  for  breach  of  their 
engagements.109  In  1783  Lieutenant  Thomas  was  ordered  down  the  river 
Hooghly  to  apprehend  deserters.  He  complained  against  Captain  Max¬ 
well  of  the  Hinchinbrooke,  who  was  not  inclined  to  deliver  to  him  some 
men  on  board  that  ship.  Thereupon,  the  Governor  General  recommend¬ 
ed  that  the  severest  penalties  with  heavy  fines  be  imposed  on  commanders 
of  ships,  who  were  suspected  of  having  received  on  board  deserters  or 
having  decoyed  the  servants  of  the  Company,  and  that  the  most  “posi¬ 
tive  prohibitory  orders  on  this  subject”  be  issued  by  the  Directors.1  lu  In 
the  same  year  (1783)  several  commanders  and  officers  of  ships  at  Bombay 
seem  to  have  encouraged  the  soldiers  stationed  in  that  city  to  desert,  and 
to  come  on  board  their  respective  ships.  With  a  view  to  ending  this  practice 
which  was  “subversive  of  good  government”,  the  Directors  authorized  the 
Governor  General  in  Council  to  dismiss  immediately  “such  of  the  captains 
and  officers  as  shall,  in  future,  be  found  to  disobey  them.  We  have  like¬ 
wise  confirmed  a  regulation  of  the  Bombay  Government,  that  the  com¬ 
manders  of  ships  shall  on  no  account  receive  a  single  man  on  board  at 
any  of  our  Presidencies  without  first  producing  him  at  the  Town  Major’s 
office  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  he  be  really  a  soldier  or  not;  atid  we 
hereby  direct  that  you  [Governor  General  and  Council]  adopt  a  similar 
regulation.”111 


Retrenchment  in  the  Army 


The  Company  as  a  rule  made  reductions  in  its  military  forces  upon 
the  conclusion  of  a  war.  In  1783,  when  peace  was  signed,  the 


l»«  Wilson,  History  of  the  Madras  Army,  Vol.  II,  pp.  ir.1.4 
*3  August  1784,  para.  40. 
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regiments  of  sepoys  throughout  the  provinces  were  reduced  from  1000 
to  780  rank  and  hie  each.  The  Governor  General  in  the  same  year  for¬ 
bade  the  promotion  of  Indian  officers,  put  an  end  to  the  recruitment  of 
sepoys  to  the  Indian  corps,  and  dissolved  the  establishment  which  had 
been  maintained  for  that  purpose  at  Bijaigarh.  The  cavalry  regiments 
were  disbanded  and  $00  of  the  best  horses  were  sent  to  Madras  for  mount- 
ing  Sir  John  Burgo>  ne’s  Corps  af  Light  Dragoons.  The  staff  of  Colonel 
Pearse's  detachment  was  reduced;  the  sepoys  of  the  artillery  corps  at  Surat 
were  discharged;  the  corps  of  militia  sepoys  was  likewise  reduced;  the 
detachment  under  Colonel  Sir  John  Cummings  in  the  Vazir's  dominions 
was  struck  off;  and  the  same  fate  befell  the  detachment  under  Colonel 
Blair  at  Chunar.  Further  important  reductions  in  the  army  were  pro¬ 
posed,  but  they  were  to  be  implemented  only  on  the  arrival  of  the  new 
Commander  in  Chief,  who  was  to  succeed  the  late  Sir  Eyre  Coote.112 


The  above  instances,  and  others  not  cited113  here,  enable  us  to  appre¬ 
ciate  one  aspect  of  the  Company's  rule  which,  unfortunately  of  late, 
more  because  of  ignorance  and  prejudice  than  because  of  any  substantial 
evidence,  has  been  magnified  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  features  of 
the  Company's  government  in  India.  It  has  been  often  said  that  the 
East  India  Company  drained  the  country  of  its  wealth,  and  lived  a  life 
of  military  aggression.  The  varied  commercial  dealings  of  the  Company 
do  give  an  impression  that  the  mind  of  the  Directors  was  most  often 
justifiably  fixed  on  the  accumulation  of  wealth.  But  an  impartial 
examination  of  their  economic  activities  and  of  their  financial  position 
absolves  the  Company  of  such  a  grave  charge,  at  least  so  far  as  the  period 
of  our  study  is  concerned.  As  regards  the  other  charge  that  the  Com¬ 
pany  was  a  monster  of  military  aggression,  we  may  note,  firstly,  whether 
in  respect  of  imperialistic  expansion,  the  Company  was  worse  than  any 
of  its  Indian  contemporaries;  and  secondly,  whether  like  any  of  its  Indian 
contemporaries,  it  permanently  maintained  a  military  strength  that  was 
unrelated  to  peace  requirements.  On  the  first  point,  any  one  who  has 
carefully  studied  the  available  documents  on  the  history  of  the  Mughals, 
the  Marathas,  and  the  Sikhs,  not  to  mention  those  relating 
to  powers  like  the  rulers  of  Mysore  and  the  Carnatic,  cannot 
but  be  struck  by  the  reckless  military  adventure  which  the  contemporary 
Indian  rulers  indulged  in,  very  often  in  complete  defiance  of  all^  canons 
of  financial  economy.114  Whatever  else  the  Company  did,  it  certainly  did 
not  have  recourse  to  a  life  of  perpetual  political  gamble.  Indeed,  the 
Company  compares  favourably  with  all  other  Indian  governments  m  regard 
to  this  grave  defect.  As  regards  the  second  point,  the  available  evidence 
concerning  the  Indian  governments  shows  that  they  never  thought  of 
reducing  their  armed  strength:  in  fact,  one  may  even  maintain  without 
any  exaggeration  that  their  military  machinery  was  always  expanding.  But 
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that  was  certainly  not  the  case  with  the  Company  s  govei  nment.  The 
evidence  we  have  supplied  above  proves  that  immediately  on  the  cessa¬ 
tion  of  hostilities,  they  curtailed  their  military  strength  and  expenditure, 
thereby  showing  that  they  attached  a  greater  value  to  peace  than  to  wai . 


Political  History 

•> 

From  the  point  of  view  of  political  history,  the  despatches  before 
us  are  of  some  significance  inasmuch  as  they  deal  with  most  of  the  pro¬ 
minent  actors  on  the  political  stage  of  the  time — the  Dutch,  the  Spaniards 
and  the  French  among  the  Europeans,  and  the  rulers  of  the  Carnatic, 
Tanjore,  Mysore,  the  Deccan,  Gwalior,  Oudh,  Benares,  Lucknow,  the 
Punjab,  and  Nepal,  and  even  the  leaders  of  the  notorious  Sanvasis 
among  the  Indians. 

* 

We  shall  first  deal  with  the  Dutch,  about  whom  so  little  is  found 
in  the  standard  works  on  Indian  history  of  this  period.  In  July  1781, 
Great  Britain  and  the  States  General  were  openly  at  war,  and  the  Directors 
ordered  the  Governor  General  to  seize  the  Dutch  ships  and  factories  in 
the  East  Indies.  A  small  force  was  accordingly  despatched  from 
Chandernagore,  then  in  the  hands  of  the  English,  to  Ghinsura  to  seize 
the  Dutch  factory.  The  Chief,  Mr.  Ross,  however,  came  to  a  secret 
understanding  with  the  Governor  General  and  surrendered  Ghinsura  10 
the  English  without  any  resistance.115  After  the  surrender  of  Ghinsura 
the  Governor  General  sent  four  Commissaries  of  Stores  to  that  place 
to  make  a  survey  of  the  ordnance  taken  from  thp  Dutch,  with  a  view  to 
transferring  them  to  the  British  arsenal.  Buit  the  Dutch  materials  anil 
weapons  of  war  were  of  “such  indifferent  quality  as  to  be  thought  not 
worth  the  expence  of  transportation”;  hence  it  was  decided  to  leave  them 
there  in  the  charge  of  the  Commissaries.116  At  Patna,  Dacca  and 
Kalkapur  Commissaries  with  the  requisite  staff  were  appointed  for  col¬ 
lecting  the  Dutch  investment.  About  this  investment  the  Governor 
General  wrote  :  “We  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  ship  it  off  with  a  parti¬ 
cular  account  for  your  information.”117 

The  Dutch  prisoners  of  war  at  Chinsura  were  ordered  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  be  sent  to  Europe  by  the  ships  of  the  season. 
Many  of  the  prisoners  remonstrated,  chief  among  them  being  Mr.  Ross, 
who  urged  the  necessity  of  his  proceeding  by  way  of  Ceylon.  The 
Governor  General  refused  his  demand,  and  insisted  that  Ross  should 
obey  his  orders.  Of  the  other  prisoners,  only  those  who  could  be 
transported  during  that  season  were  to  he  sent  while  others  were  to 
remain  in  India  till  the  next  season. 


n*  Bengal:  Past  and  Present ,  Vol.  XXVII,  Part  II,  pp 
from  Court ,  25  January  1783,  para.  67*. 

***  Court,  9  February  1782,  paras.  15-6. 
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Tile  inhabitants  of  Clnnsuta,  after  its  surrender,  were  in.  a  jpoor 
plight,  Sii  Robert  Chambeis,  who  had  been  sent  there  as  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Courts  of  Justice,  represented  to  the  Governor  General  in 
Council  that  they  were  ‘‘deprived  of  their  former  means  of  subsistence", 
and  "were  reduced  to  the  greatest  indigence",  several  of  the  more  respect¬ 
able  families  being  driven  to  such  distress  as  "to  sell  off  their  furniture  and 
ornaments  to  maintain  themselves."  The  Government  at  Fort  William 
at  once  took  steps  to  relieve  their  suffering  and  contributed  some  money 
for  their  support  with  special  instructions  "to  relieve  more  privately  the 
wants  of  those  families  who  might  be  degraded  by  the  receipt  of  public 
charity."118 


In  the  letter  to  Court  dated  7  December  1782,  we  arc  informed 
that  the  Commissaries  at  Chinsura  stated  to  the  Governor  General  that 
the  Company  could  claim  a  considerable  sum  of  money  from  Mr.  Roder- 
macker,  the  late  Chief  of  the  Dutch  factory  at  Patna,  "on  account  of 
advances  charged  in  his  accounts  for  the  opium  allotted  to  that  Company 
and  consequently  received  by  him  from  the  Dutch  funds  but  not  actually 
paid."  'The  Governor  General  ordered  the  amount  to  be  demanded 
from  him.  As  to  what  happened  to  this  was  to  be  communicated  to  the 
Directors  in  due  course  by  the  Governor  General.119 


An  interesting  side  issue  concerning  the  Danes  was  the  one  relating 
to  the  Indian  sailois  whom  they  had  employed  in  navigating  their  ships. 
Several  of  these  lascars  "who  had  been  hired  to  assist  in  navigating  Danish 
ships,  soon  aftei  their  arrival  in  Denmark,  have  found  means  to  come 
to  London",  wrote  the  Directors  in  their  letter  dated  1 2  July  178s  to  the 
Fort  William  Government-  The  Directors  strongly  suspected  that  "they 
were  encouraged  by  some  interested  persons  in  order  to  exonerate  them¬ 
selves  from  the  expence  of  their  return  to  India."  The  condition  of 
these  Indian  sailors  in  London  and  the  plan  adopted  to  send  them  back 
to  India  are  given  in  the  next  part  of  the  despatch.  "After  they  had 
been  sometime  in  London  they  have  been  reduced  to  great  distress  and 
applied  to  us  for  relief,  which  we  have  afforded  them  from  motives  of 
compassion  and  humanity  as  well  as  of  policy."  The  Company  was 
thereby  "put  to  great  expence,  not  only  for  their  maintenance  and  cloath- 
ing  but  in  returning  them  to  India."  The  Directors  therefore  wrote  to 
the  Governor  General  asking  "that  if  any  method  can  with  propriety  be 
devised  to  prevent  the  .like  inconvenience  in  future  it  may  be  adopted."120 

Concerning  the  Spanish  activities  on  the  seas,  we  have  only  one 
reference  in  a  letter  from  the  Governor  General  dated  30  December  1783, 
but  referring  to  the  year  1780.  The  ships  Lively,  Royal  George ,  Hills¬ 
borough,  and  Mount  Stewart,  which  had  formed  part  of  a  convoy,  were 
captured  by  the  Spanish  fleet  in  the  month  of  August  1780.  It  cannot 
be  made  out  where  exactly  these  British  ships  had  been  captured  by  the 


Letter  to  Court,  9  May  178 2,  para,  18. 

*  112  Letter  to  Court,  7  December  1782,  para.  65. 
120  Letter  from  Court,  12  July  1782,  para.  8. 
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Spaniards.  The  Lively  arrived  at  Calcutta  on  37  April  1783  ;  and 
since  copies  of  the  royal  warrant  disallowing  a  bye-law  reached  Calcutta 
through  the  other  ships,  we  are  to  presume  that  all  the  above-mentioned 
ships  were  released  by  the  Spaniards.121 


The  French  naturally  figure  very  conspicuously  in  the  despatches. 
In  178*  reports  from  Ganjam  reached  the  Governor  General  that  a  French 
privateer  had  burnt  and  destroyed  a  large  number  of  country  craft  laden 
with  grain  for  the  settlement  of  Fort  St.  George,  in  the  Bay  of  Coringa. 
The  Governor  General,  therefore,  “thought  it  advisable  to  authorize  a 
gentleman  then  on  the  point  of  sailing  with  some  vessels  laden  with  rice, 
on  the  Company’s  account,  to  agree  to  any  moderate  terms  of  ransom  that 
the  enemy  might  demand  in  case  of  his  falling  into  their  hands,  stipulat¬ 
ing  at  the  same  time  against  the  chance  of  recapture  in  his  way  to  Madras; 
and  we  allowed  him  upon  obtaining  sufficient  vouchers  of  the  fact  to 
draw  upon  us  for  the  amount.”  But  soon  the  French  privateer  “  quitted 
her  station  upon  a  rumour  of  the  approach  of  the  Chaser  frigate  which 
arrived  at  Coringa  shortly  after  her  departure”.  Other  grain  vessels  laden 
by  the  Company  arrived  safely  at  Madras.122 


The  3'uesti°I1J<>f  affording  protection  to  the  grain  ships  that  were 
despatched  to  Madras  caused  great  anxiety  to  the  Fort  William  Govern¬ 
ment  Large  stores  of  grain  were  procured  for  being  despatched  to  that 
Piesidency  from  Calcutta  in  April  1782.  This  was  done  by  directing 

^rv^T  C0llect0rs  of  §rain  districts,  which  had  fortunately  produced 

to  LS'S*  Purchases  on  the  Company’s  account  and 

to  send  them  at  the  cheapest  rates  to  Calcutta.  This  piece  of  news 

nSiiV  1788  fro”  GovSr  GcS; 

particularly  interesting  inasmuch  as  it  is  one  of  the  instances 
The  meue  T be  styled  ‘^rplus  districts"  coming  to 

2rsrsi£ asked,  ?  en^e  an 

had  just  then* arrived  in  ^  Con}™?dore  Alm’s  Squadron,  which 

ships.  It  waS  hoped  thaJ  tht  fleet  ?r°Dedufor  toying  the  grain 

theP French  in  any  naval  enffagement^  XV  C°pC  with  that  «f 

fleet,  however,  was  Slacef8  S  C  ,  This  confidence  in  the  English 

Yarmouth  were  all  cTmured  ^  sJ°rtitud*>  Q*Wand 

Admiral  Hughes  packeSo  111  ,the  French  ,frlSa*  La  Finer .  The 

English  shipping  was  seriously  threaten^  ^Bu^AdmS  Rod^ 
naval  victory  over  France  in  the  West  Indie.  in  ,*a  !.  u  Rodney  s  great 

men-of-war  Actionaire  and  Peease  to^thl  and  the  caPturc  of  the 

carrying  troops  completely  removed  the  French  nien^c^^  ¥  ^P* 

waters,  too,  the  English  fleet  did  not  remain  idle  Tn  /i,  In  he  Ind,an 
the  French  cutter  Lizard  was  at  T  ’78?; 

m  crew  was  carried  off  to  Bombay.  7  €  **ng“sh  at  Tranqtiebar,  and 

152  ^Letter  To  <'court.  n3  p?£t0l5ei  x783-  paras.  34-5. 
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Previous  i<>  the  receipt  <>i  the  pioclanuilion  of  peace  with  France  in 
1783,  the  Fort  William  Government  was  undecided  as  to  what  should  be 
done  with  the  French  prisoners — whether  to  send  them  direct  to  Europe 
or  exchange  them  for  English  prisoners  as  desired  by  Colonel  Savornier, 
the  Chief  Officer  at  Fort  William,  who  promised  to  become  surety  for 
the  neutrality  of  the  men.  But  immediately  on  the  cessation  of  hosti¬ 
lities  between  England  and  France,  a  firm  decision  was  taken  to  dispose  of 
the  French  prisoners.  First,  due  precaution  was  taken  to  see  that  no 
French  prisoners  from  Calcutta  embarked  on  the  ships  of  the  Company  for 
China.  Next,  it  was  decided,  as  desired  by  the  Governor  and  Council 
of  Fort  St.  George,  to  send  all  French  prisoners  to  Madras  to  be  delivered 
up  to  Marquess  de  Bussy.  Captains  of  ships  were  asked  to  give  the  lowest 
terms  to  the  passengers,  and  as  many  as  possible  of  the  French  prisoners 
were  thus  sent  away.'*'’  It  may  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  the 
Company,  having  experienced  many  inconveniences  from  prisoners  of  war 
being  sent  to  Europe  in  ships  sailing  to  China,  directed  that  they  be  sent 
directly  to  Europe.’2* 


Raja  of  Boar 

In  1780  Haidar  joined  the  confederacy  formed  by  the  Nizam  and  the 
Maratha  Chiefs  for  the  expulsion  of  the  English  from  India.  He  invaded 
the  Carnatic  and  after  capturing  all  the  important  forts  marched  on 
Madras.  To  relieve  Madras,  the  Governor  General  despatched  a  small 
force  from  Bengal  under  Colonel  Pcarse  and  won  over  the  Raja  of  Berai 
to  the  English  side.  A  stun  of  t<>  lakhs  ol  rupees  was  to  be  given  to  the 
Raja  who  agreed  to  supply  a  body  of  cavalry  to  Colonel  Pearse  s  detach¬ 
ment,  to  withdraw  his  army  from  Orissa  and  to  assist  in  the  war  against 
Haidar.  The  Directors  did  not  approve  of  the  agreement,  but  in  view 
of  the  zeal  shown  h\  the  Governor  General  and  the  concuirence  0  tie 
Commander  in  Chief,  finally  acquiesced  in  it  because  it  would  help  them 
to  revive  the  military  spirit  and  confidence  in  the  Commander  m  Chief, 
which  had  "been  depressed  by  recent  and  most  alarming  misfortunes. 

The  S  await  of  ihe  Cat  italic 

The  Xawub  of  the  Carnatic  appears  prominently  in  the  letters  both 
from  Calcutta  and  from  London.  In  a  letter  of  28  January  17  4,  <- 

Directors  asked  the  Governor  General  to  use,  if  necessary,  his  ° 

prevail  on  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  to  reduce  his  expences  all  he  can,  consist 
with  his  dignity,  and  to  consider  that  justice  calls  upon  him.  m 
strongest  terms,  to  reimburse  the  Company  a  reasona  e  P°r  „ltn 

heavy  charges  incurred  to  save  him  and  his  country  rom  e  , 

The  Nawab’s  heavy  debts  for  which  some  British  subjects  ,  r 

formed  one  of  the  major  issues  in  the  dealings  between 

Arcot  and  the  Company.’** 

1  **  Letter  to  Court,  23  0<  lotwr  1783.  46  andM?. 

»»«  Letter  from  Court,  15  January  1783  (General  Lettei),  paia.  3. 

t»7  Letter  from  Court,  23  January  178s,  paras.  6.-3. 

»**  Letter  from  Court,  28  jauuary  1784,  ’£  December  1784,  para.  9. 
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The  agreement  concluded  in  1781.  between  Fort  William  and  the 
Nawab,  by  which  the  latter  agreed  to  assign  the  Carnatic  revenues  to  the 
Company  on  certain  conditions,  was  disapproved  by  the  Directors.  They 
thought  that  it  was  neither  necessary  nor  expedient  and  therefore  ordered 
it  to  be  cancelled.130  To  the  letters  which  the  Nawab  wrote  to  the 
Directors,  they  replied  that  they  reposed  great  confidence  in  the  honour  and 
integrity  of  the  Nawab,  who,  in  case  of  any  dispute  between  him  and  the 
Madras  Government,  was  to  accept  the  decision  of  the  Governor  General 
in  Council.131 


The  Raja  of  Tanjore,  who  was  declared  by  the  English  a  vassal  of 
the  Nawab  of  the  Carnatic,  likewise  appears  on  the  scene  on  more  than 
one  occasion.  In  1782?  the  Governor  of  Madras  was  directed  to  refrain 
from  reducing  the  Raja  of  Tanjore  to  penury.132 


The  Nizam 

m 

The  Nizam  of  Hyderabad  may  next  be  mentioned.  The  Directors 
learnt  with  satisfaction  from  the  despatch  of  the  Select  Committee  of 
Fort  St.  George  dated  17  February  1781,  “that  Nizam  Ally,  after  having 
been  so  justly  provoked  by  the  proceedings  of  our  late  Select  Committee, 
has  not  availed  himself  of  the  embarrassed  situation  of  affairs,  that  he 
has  assumed  milder  language;  and  that  from  the  intelligence  from  the 
Deccan  ^nothing  dangerous  was  to  be  immediately  expected  from  that 
quarter.”  In  1779  the  Nizam  had  bitterly  resented  the  proceedings  of 
the  Madras  Select  Committee  with  respect  to  the  Guntur  Sarkar  Sir 
Thomas  Rumbold,  Governor  of  Madras,  had  induced  Basalat  Jang,  the 
Nizams  brother,  to  give  up  Guntur  which  he  had  then  rented  to  the 

-?e  fur,ther  Provoked  the  Nizam  by  his  proposal  to 
U  thu  subsidy  Paid  to  bl'm  since  1765,  on  the  ground  that  it  should 

with  balder  ^Ti  '  The  ^izam  retaliated  by  opening  negotiations 

er  nf^hi  ;  B  -he  G?v™r  General  ^  Council,  who  was  kept  inform- 
ed  of  these  transactions  by  John  Hollond,  Resident  at  Hyderabad  imme¬ 
diately  intervened  and  assured  the  Nizam  that  the  intentionsof  the 

and  *  thaTThe  that  Guntur  would  not  bc  occupied 

oofdMe  is  A  ,  °f  hC  Sllbsidy  would  bc  discharged  as  speedily  as 
ence  of  fhJr  Directo«  commended  this  “timely  and  effectual  interfer- 

conduct  of  tSrwh°n  5€n—  m  ,CovUnd1’”  and  hoPcd  that  the  prudent 
hmJ  ii  h  administered  the  affairs  on  the  Coast  would  contri¬ 

bute  to  the  restoration  to  the  Nizam  of  “that  confidence  in  hi 

Company  s  honor  and  faithfulness  which  had  been  so  much  shaken  ht 

ge,  "TTC  \ehaviour  ^  their  predecessors.”1-13  The  Resident  ,i 
Hyderabad  Mr.  John  Hollond  was  oraised  hv  n,  ‘cesiaent  at 
havine  been  was  praised  by  the  Governor  General  as 

ving  been  instrumental  m  securing  the  conciliatory  conduct  of  the 


130  Letter  from  Court ,  12  TuJv  1782  naia  r, 

tfmuab  fTc  C°U?’  23 _APril  >784  (Enclosure  i). 
133  Pf  Carnatic ,  1  December  1784.  } 

III  utZ  &  CcZTt;  28  J78*,  paias. 
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Nizam  and  in  withdrawing  the  latter  irora  a  powerful  confederacy  of 
which  he  was  the  head.134 

Hollond  was  succeeded  as  Resident  by  Johnson,  who  was  not  a 
success.  Johnson  wrote  to  the  Directors  of  a  proposal  made  by  the  Nizam 
for  the  surrender  of  the  Carnatic  to  the  latter,  which  the  Directors  at  once 
turned  down.  The  proposal  was  so  repugnant  to  the  Directors  that 
they  recalled  Johnson  at  once  and  gave  a  general  directive  that  “our 
Residents  at  every  Court  must  be  instructed  to  watch  over  the  views  and 
wishes  of  those  with  whom  they  are  stationed  but  by  no  means  to  give 
any  encouragement  to  a  deviation  from  the  treaties  under  which  we  at 
present  hold  our  possessions.”135 


The  Marat  has 

Interesting  facts  about  the  Marathas  are  available  in  the  letters  before 
us.  A  letter  from  Raghunatih  Rao  to  the  Court  dated  24  November 
1778  was  delivered  to  the  Directors  by  two  persons  called  “Hurmunt 
Rum  and  “Monoher  Parsee”  [Hanumant  Ram  and  Maniar,  a  Tarsi], 
employed,  as  they  declared,  by  Raghunath  Rao  for  that  purpose.  The 
Directors  felt  that,  “the  subject  of  Ragobah’s  letters  is  now  by  no  means 
necessary  to  be  particularly  discussed.”  But  they  thought  it  necessary  to 
acquaint  the  Governor  General  that  “if  in  concluding  a  peace  with  the 
Maratta  State,  a  suitable  provision  could  be  made  for  Ragobah,  it  would 
be  highly  agreeable  to  us.”  The  Maratha  messengers  were  properly  accom¬ 
modated  at  the  Company’s  cost  diming  their  stay  in  England.  The  Directors 
granted  them  £  1,200  to  defray  the  cost  of  their  passage  to  India,  and 
believed  that  they  would  return  to  India  “impressed  with  proper  ideas  of 
the  Company’s  beneficence  toward  them,  and  of  the  liberal  reception 
which  they  have  met  with  in  England.”136  The  Governor  General  wrote 
in  his  letter  dated  5  April  1783  (referring  to  the  'transactions  that  had 
taken  place  about  January  or  February  in  the  same  year)  that  “by  the 
6th  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  Marrattas,  a  suitable  provision 
is  made  for  the  future  subsistence  of  Rogonaut  Row,  and  such,  as  we 
conceive,  he  will  have  no  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with,  as  he  had  once 
before  resigned  himself  of  his  own  accord  to  the  protection  of  Madajee 
Sindia,  on  whose  good  faith  we  have  the  greatest  reliance.  And  letters 
have  been  written  by  Madajee  Sindia  to  Rogonaut  Row  offering  him 
protection  and  soliciting  his  acceptance  of  it,  and  from  Mr.  Anderson 
recommending  it  to  him.”137 

Mahadji  Sindhia  is  also  mentioned  in  the  despatches.  From  a  letter 
from  the  Directors  dated  25  January  1782,  we  learn  that  on  or  about 
29  November  1780,  the  Governor  General  had  advanced  money  for  a 
small  force  to  be  despatohed  under  Major  Carnac  to  Gohad,  in  the 

f 

134  Letter  to  Court ,  3  February  1783,  para.  21.  See  also  Marshman’s  History  of 
India ,  Vol.  I,  pp.  382-4. 

135  Letter  from  Court ,  21  September  1785  (General  Letter),  para.  24. 

is •  Letter  from  Court ,  25  January  1782,  paras.  20-4. 

137  Letter  to  Court ,  5  April  1783,  para.  25. 
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Maratha  dominions,  to  support  the  Rana  of  Gohad  against  Mahadji 
Sindhia  as  well  as  to  divert  Sindhia  s  attention  from  General  Goddard 
who  was  then  attacking  Bassein. 

The  Directors  also  mention  here  that  the  Governor  General  had 
advanced  three  lakhs  of  rupees  for  the  use  of  army  under  the 
command  of  Chimnaji  Bhonsle,  which  was,  as  has  already  been 
observed  earlier,  “without  the  authority  or  knowledge  of  the  Council.” 
They  justified  in  a  way  the  advance  of  money  by  staling  that  the 
Governor  General  was  apprehensive  of  the  opposition  to  the  proposal 
in  the  Board;  but  they  felt  that  he  could  have  informed  them  of  the 
channel  through  which  the  money  came  into  his  possession.  However, 
they  deferred  a  final  judgement  on  this  question  pending  the 
arrival  of  full  details.  The  advance  to  Ohimnaji  Bhonsle  was  given  by 
the  Governor  General  at  his  own  risk.138  They  opined,  in  the  same 
despatch  dated  the  85th  of  January  1782,  that  “the  most  urgent 
necessity”  warranted  such  a  measure.130 
* 

Oudh  and  the  Rohilla  Chief 


The  policy  o£  the  Company  was  not  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Indian  princes.  The  accounts  of  Indian  princes  like  that  of  Mahadji 
Sindhia  by  Lieutenant  Anderson,  Resident  at  the  former's  Court,  only 
helped  to  confirm  the  Directors  in  their  decision  to  maintain  strict  neutra¬ 
lity  in  the  disputes  of  the  Indian  rulers.  As  the  Directors  declared  in  1782 : 
“While  they  [Indian  princes]  leave  us  and  our  allies  in  the  quiet  posses¬ 
sion  of  our  territories  we  must  be  careful  observers  of  the  movements 
of  other  powers,  but  never  without  absolute  necessity,  take  a  part  in 
their  political  contentions.’*140 


* 

Affairs  in  Oudh  had  reached  a  critical  stage,  because  of  the  domestic 
complications  and  the  activities  of  the  Rohilla  Chief  Faiz-ullah  Khan, 
The  Treaty  of  Cfounar  (19  Septemlber  1781)  between  the  Company  and 
the  Nawab  had  to  a  large  extent  relieved  the  latter  of  the  expenses 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Company’s  troops.  It  bad  also  permitted  the 
Nawab  to  resume  such  jagirs  as  he  might  find  necessary  “with  a  reserve 
that  all  such  jaghiredars  for  the  amount  of  whose  jaghires  the  Company 
are  guarantees,  shall,  in  case  of  the  resumption  of  their  lands,  be  paid  the 
amount  of  their  net  collections  through  the  Resident.”141  The  jagirs 
to  be  resumed  included  those  of  Bahu  Begam,  the  Nawab’s 
mother.  But  as  early  as  1775  the  Resident  at  the  Vazir’s  Court  had  not  only 
obtained  from  the  Begam,  the  widow  of  the  late  Shuja-ud-Dauiah,  on 
the  Nawab’s  account  30  lakhs  of  rupees,  half  of  which  had  to  be 
paid  to  the  Company,  but  also  the  forbearance  of  26  lakhs  for  the 
repayment  of  which  she  had  security  in  land  on  the  Nawab’s  agreeing 
to  renounce  all  further  claims  upon  her,  the  Company  being  guaran- 


138  Letter  from  Court ,  25  January  1782,  paras.  127-30. 
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tors  for  this  agreement.  Bahu  Begam  was  therefore  entitled  to  the 
Company  s  protection.  Hastings,  however,  held  that  the  guarantee  no 
longer  bound  the  Company  as  the  Begams  had  “principally  excited  and 
^e  late  commotions”  (Raja  Chait  Singh’s  rebellion)  and  had 
aimed  at  the  extirpation  of  the  British  in  India.  But  the  Directors  did 
not  subscribe  to  this  view.  They  did  not  think  that  the  Begams  and  their 
people  had  taken  any  hostile  part  against  the  Company  ;  or  that  they  had 
excited  any  commotion  previous  to  the  imprisonment  of  Raja  Chait 
Singh.  The  Begams,  they  held,  “only  armed  themselves  in  consequence 
of  that  transaction  ”,  purely  from  motives  of  self-defence.  They  there¬ 
fore  ordered  the  Governor  General  to  use  his  influence  with  the  Vazir 
in  order  to  restore  the  jcigirs  to  the  Begams  or  to  “afford  those  ladies 
an  asylum  within  the  Company’s  territories  ”,  and  to  see  that  the  net  col¬ 
lection  of  their  revenues  was  paid  to  them,  as  per  agreement,  through 
the  Resident.142 


At  the  conclusion  of  the  Rohilla  war  in  1774,  a  treaty  had  been 
signed  between  the  late  Shuja-ud-Daulah  and  Faiz-ullah  Khan,  the  Rohilla 
Chief,  whereby  Rampur  and  some  other  districts  in  Rohilkhand  were 
handed  over  to  the  latter  on  certain  conditions.  It  is  not  clear  from 
the  treaty  “  what  equivalent  was  made  to  the  Vizier  But  from  a 
letter  written  by  Colonel  Champion,  as  mentioned  in  the  Governor 
General’s  Consultation  dated  31  October  1774,  it  appeared  that  Faiz- 
ullah  Khan  was  to  give  to  the  Vazir  half  of  his  treasure.  On  9  March 
1778,  the  Governor  General  was  informed  by  Middleton,  the  Resident 
at  the  Vazir’s  Court,  that  there  were  reports  of  hostile  intentions  of 
the  Rohilla  Chief.  He  thought  that  Faiz-ullah  Khan’s  disaffection  might 
be  due  to  his  alarm  at  the  Nawab’s  unjust  resumption  of  the  jagits 
granted  by  his  father  in  1774  and  at  his  oppressive  conduct  in  general. 
But  on  4  May  1778,  Barwell,  the  Commissioner,  who  had  been  deputed 
to  Rampur  to  investigate  the  truth  of  the  report,  informed  the  Board 
that  Faiz-ullah  Khan  had  not  violated  the  treaty  in  any  way.  Faiz-ullah 
Khan,  convinced  as  he  was  that  only  the  English  could  protect  him, 
asked  that  his  treaty  with  the  Nawab  might  now  receive  the  Company’s 
ratification.  Middleton  transmitted  to  the  Board  a  new  treaty  ratified 
by  the  Company  embodying  the  terms  of  the  old.  The  Governor 
General  confirmed  this  and  accepted  one  lakh  of  rupees  on  behalf  of  the 
Company  “as  an  acknowledgement  from  Fyzoola  Khan.”143 


In  November  1780  the  Board,  on  receiving  information  that  some 
Sikhs  and  Gaddis,  a  tribal  people  of  the  Punjab,  were  committing  depre¬ 
dations  in  Rohilkhand,  asked  the  Vazir  “to  require  from  Fyzoola  Khan 
his  quota  of  troops  ”,  which  the  Governor  General  fixed  at  5000  horse, 
though  according  to  the  treaty,  as  the  Directors  remarked,  whenever 
the  Vazir  declared  war,  Faiz-ullah  Khan  was  to  join  with  only  2000  or 
3000  men,  and  these  not  necessarily  horsemen.  Faiz-ullah  Khan 
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politely  replied  that  he  would  send  2000  horse,  which  was  all  the 
cavalry  in  his  service,  and  that  he  could  not  spare  any  of  his  3^00  in¬ 
fantrymen  as  without  them  he  could  not  collect  the  revenue  of  his  jogiis. 
The  Governor  General  interpreted  the  Rohilla  Chiefs  reply  as  an  eva¬ 
sion  of  the  treaty  but  he  agreed  to  reduce  his  demand  to  3,000  horse. 

Faiz-ullah  Khan  was  unaible  to  comply  with  this  also,  but  he  offered 
to  supply  to  the  Governor  General  1000  foot  in  addition  to  the  2000 
horse,  and  to  give  them  one  year’s  pay  in  advance  and  furnish  further 
funds  during  the  war.  On  the  very  day  the  Governor  General  received 
an  account  of  this  reply  (4  June  1781),  a  letter  from  the  Vazir  was 
read  at  the  Board,  in  which  he  proposed  to  resume  the  whole  of  Faiz- 
ullah  Khan’s  mmindari  and  leave  him  “to  join  his  other  faithless  brethren 
that  were  sent  across  the  Ganges,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  pay 
him  the  amount  stipulated  by  the  treaty,  after  deducting  the  pay  of 
5000  troops”.  The  proposal  found  favour  with  Hastings  who  was  dis¬ 
satisfied  with  Faiz-ullah  Khan’s  reply  and  considered  him  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  the  treaty.  And  on  19  September  he  signed  a  new  treaty 
with  the  Nawab  of  Oudh  which  conceded  the  right  the  latter  had 
requested. 144 


The  Directors’  views  on  this  affair  reveal  their  great  anxiety  to 
observe  the  obligations  and  promises  made  to  the  Indian  rulers.  They 
expressed  their  surprise  at  the  original  demand  of  5000  horse  which 
was  not  warranted  by  the  treaty.  About  the  subsequent  reduced  de¬ 
mand  of  3,000  horse  they  said  that  “so  hasty  and  peremptory  a  demand” 
carried  the  impression  that  the  Governor  General  was  looking  for  “  a 
pretext  for  depriving  him  (the  Rohilla  Chief)  of  his  jaghire  entirely,  or 
to  leave  him  at  the  mercy  of  the  Nabob.”  They  severely  condemned 
the  unjust  proceedings  against  a  faithful  ally  of  the  Company  and  criti¬ 
cized  the  arrangements  made  in  1781  with  the  Vazir  of  Oudh.  “We 
do  not  only  arraign  the  justice  of  the  measure,  but  its  policy  also”,  they 
said,  “as  we  can  nowhere  discover  that  Fyzoola  Khan  has  been  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  treaty  and  thereby  forfeits  the  protection  of  the  Com¬ 
pany.”  They  accordingly  ordered  the  article  to  be  immediately  can¬ 
celled  and  Faiz-ullah  Khan  confirmed  in  the  possession  of  his  territory. !4‘’ 
This  timely  interference  of  the  Directors  together  with  the  realization 
by  the  Governor  General  that  “  neither  the  Vizier’s  nor  the  Company’s 
interest  would  be  promoted  by  depriving  Fyzoola  Khan  of  his  inde¬ 
pendency”  saved  the  latter  from  destruction. 

A  lady  of  culture,  ability,  and  attainments,  Nawab  Munni  Begam, 
widow  of  Mir  Jafar,  also  suffered  because  of  the  demands  of  the  Com¬ 
pany.  Her  application  for  the  restoration  of  her  annual  allowance  of 
one  lakh  and  forty  thousand  rupees,  and  Warren  Hastings’  own  letter, 
written  without  the  knowledge  of  the  other  members  of  the  Council,  make 
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pathetic  reading,  and  reveal  the  Governor  General’s  solicitude  to  help 
the  needy.146 

The  Raja  of  Benares  also  figures  in  the  letters  under  review.  In 
1782  the  Resident  at  Benares  represented  that  the  customs  duty  of 
five  per  cent  on  spices,  raw  silk  and  other  articles  fixed  by  Raja 
Mahip  Narayan  of  Benares  was  too  heavy;  so  it  was  reduced  to  two  and 
a  half  pet  cent.  It  has  been  seen  above  that  the  fort  of  Bijaigarh, 
which  had  once  belonged  to  the  Raja  of  Benares  but  had  been  forcibly 
taken  from  him  by  the  Company,  had  been  converted  into  a  recruiting 
centre.147 


Relations  with  Tibet 

In  1783  the  Governor  General  thought  it  might  be  “  of  public  utility 
at  this  time  to  renew  and  confirm  the  intercourse  which  had  been 
established  between  the  Government  and  the  Lama  of  Thibet.”  He, 
therefore,  proposed  on  9  January  1783,  to  send  Lieutenant  Turner  at 
the  head  of  a  deputation  to  that  country.  Turner  was  to  seek  means 
by  which  amicable  relations  with  the  Lama  could  be  maintained  and 
intercourse  with  the  interior  regions  as  far  as  China  established.148 

Sanyasis 

The  Sanyasis — a  body  of  banditti  claiming  to  belong  to  a  religious 
fraternity — who  had  started  their  depredations  in  Bengal  from  about 
1760  caused  much  havoc  during  the  period  under  review.  On  15  and  24 
March  1783,  information  was  received  from  Charles  Grant,  the  Resident 
at  Malda,  that  a  “body  of  Sinassies”  [Sanyasis]  had  assembled  and  were 
pillaging  the  country  in  that  neighbourhood.  These  were  the  followers 
of  Manju  Shah,  the  notorious  Sanyasi  leader.  The  Governor  General 
decided  that  their  depredations  could  be  checked  only  by  a  proper 
military  force.  Therefore,  one  regiment  was  ordered  on  this  service 
from  the  nearest  military  station.148 

Surveys 

The  Fort  William  Government  introduced  scientific  topography  in 
India.  Improved  methods  of  survey  gave  them  far  more  accurate  in¬ 
formation  than  was  possible  in  earlier  times.  The  success  of  the  British 
arms  against  their  numerically  superior  adversaries  was  in  a  great  mea¬ 
sure  due  to  the  fact  that  they  usually  possessed  a  thorough  and  scientific 
knowledge  of  the  country  through  which  they  marched.  Hence 
it  became  a  policy  of  the  Government  to  develop  land  survey  in 
India. 

146  Appendix  2,  Letter  from  Warren  Hastings  to  the  Court ,  3  November  1783,  and 
1  copy  of  the  arzi  or  petition  made  by  the  Nawab  Munni  Begam. 
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Some  well-known  surveyors  and  geographers  like  Colonel  Kelly, 
Major  Rennell  and  Captains  Call,  Ritchie  and  Forrest  are  mentioned 
in  these  papers.  In  1782  we  are  informed  by  the  Governor  General 
that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kelly  of  the  Madras  Establishment  "has  lately 
made  us  a  tender  of  a  most  valuable  collection  of  charts  and  surveys 
of  the  Carnatic,  formed  and  procured  by  him  during  a  long  course  of 
service  in  that  country.  We  have  individually  examined  them.  From 
the  apparent  accuracy  with  which  they  are  drawn  and  the  utility  of 
the  plan  on  which  they  are  constructed  being  calculated  both  for  present 
use  and  the  easiest  reception  of  future  improvements  until  the  provinces 
in  Decan  and  Carnatic  shall  have  been  completely  surveyed,  they  appear 
to  us  a  most  important  and  useful  acquisition,  especially  as  they  com¬ 
prize  the  scene  of  our  present  military  operations  in  the  Carnatic,  and 
in  this  light  we  understand  they  have  already  proved  a  serviceable  guide 
to  General  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in  regulating  the  motions  of  his  army.  We 
have  therefore  agreed  to  accept  of  them,  as  an  acknowledgement  of  the 
sense  we  entertained  of  the  work;  and  to  afford  some  compensation  to 
Colonel  Kelly  for  the  great  expence  which  he  must  have  been  at  in 
compiling  them,  we  resolved  to  make  him  a  gratuity  and  to  recommend 
him  to  you  for  the  appointment  of  Geographer  to  the  Company  in  the 
Carnatic.  In  the  meantime  we  have  requested  that  he  will  continue  to 
furnish  us  with  such  further  additions  to  the  geography  of  the  countries 
which  he  has  laid  down  as  he  may  be  able  to  obtain  without  prejudice 
or  hindrance  to  his  military  duty  as  an  officer,  from  his  own  observations 
and  enquiries,  for  which  we  have  promised  to  allow  him  a  due  recom¬ 
pense."1 50  * 


A  few  conclusions  may  be  drawn  from  the  above  extract.  Firstly, 
the  work  of  surveying  etc.,  was  done  by  qualified  and  experienced  indivi¬ 
duals  in  their  private  capacity,  as  in  other  industries  like  mining 
etc.  Secondly,  »the  value  of  these  topographical  surveys  was,  no  doubt, 
immediately  felt  in  the  military  field,  but,  as  the  Governor  General 
Observes,  they  were  "calculated  both  for  present  use  and  the  easiest  re¬ 
ception  of  future  improvements."  Thirdly,  the  Company’s  Government 
promptly  took  advantage  of  the  results  of  individual  labour,  and  paid 
recompense  to  the  individual  concerned. 


Major  Rennell  did  for  Bengal  what  Lt.  Gol.  Kelly  had  done,  and 
was  doing,  for  the  Madras  province.  In  1781  the  Court  of  Directors 
sent  a  number  of  Major  Rennell’s  atlases  to  Bengal  with  directions  for 
their  sale  and  we  learn  from  the  Governor  General’s  despatch  dated 
29  November  1783  that  "they  have  all  been  disposed  of  accordingly  and 
the  produce  of  sales  amounting  to  current  rupees  9,590-14-0  deposited 
m  your  treasury  In  the  same  year  (1783),  in  appreciation  of  his  work, 
*V  **,r®ctors  ordered  that  a  number  of  copies  of  Major  RennelFs  Map 
o  Hindustan  together  with  the  book  explaining  its  construction  be 
acquired  for  the  Company.152 


1°  Zourt'  lr>  JulY  *78*.  Para.  s*. 
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In  1783  Captain  Call,  the  Surveyor  General,  was  informed  of  the 
orders  of  the  Directors  for  charts  and  geographical  information  and  the 
Governor  General  gave  him  particular  injunctions  “to  prepare  them  for 
you  as  soon  as  possible,  and  to  send  them  to  us  that  they  might  be  for¬ 
warded  by  the  earliest  dispatch.”15* 

In  the  same  year  the  Directors  had  ordered  that  “a  survey  be  made 
of  Codjen  and  the  coast  to  the  southward  of  Point  Falmiras,  and  that 
endeavors  be  used  for  ascertaining  the  position  of  the  Schedam  Rock.”154 
In  their  letter  of  9  December  1784,  they  reiterated  their  great  interest 
in  securing  regularly  all  maps,  charts,  etc.,  and  gave  directions  for  the 
use  of  oil  paper  for  tracing  maps.  There  are  interesting  details  in  this 
letter  as  to  how  a  surveyor  should  conduct  his  work.155 

Medical  Facilities 

The  Company  was  also  responsible  for  placing  the  science  of 
surgery  and  medicine  on  a  firm  footing.  No  doubt,  the  science  of  medi¬ 
cine  had  received  great  attention  at  the  hands  af  the  earlier  rulers  of 
India.  But  surgery  which  seems  to  have  existed  in  some  shape  in  the 
pre-British  days  in  India,  received  very  great  impetus  only  at  the  hands 
ot  the  English.156  The  policy  of  encouraging  qualified  British  physicians 
to  come  to  India  and  practise  here  seems  to  have  been  enunciated  long 
before  the  earliest  date  of  the  despatches.  An  eminent  physician  who 
was  permitted  by  the  Directors  in  1777  to  proceed  to  India  was  Dr. 
Rowland  Jackson;  he  won  much  popularity  in  the  Bengal  Presidency.157 
The  letters  abound  in  instances  of  medical  men  recruited  from  England, 
and  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  Directors  to  supply  the  three  Presidencies 
with  doctors. 

There  was  a  hospital  for  foundlings  at  Calcutta.  The  Governors 
of  this  hospital  requested  the  intervention  of  the  Directors  in  order 
that  “charity  may  recover  the  amount  of  a  legacy  left  to  them  by  the 
late  Omichund  in  Bengal.”  The  Governor  General  was  ordered^  by  the 
Directors  to  receive  the  amount  into  the  Company’s  treasury  at  interest, 
which  together  with  the  principal  was  to  be  paid  from  time  to  time 
to  the  person  or  persons  who  were  authorized  by  the  Governors  of  the 
hospital  to  receive  the  same.158  This  hospital  is  not  to  be  confused  with 
another  mentioned  in  the  Directors’  letter  of  11  April  i785,15d 


Public  Market 

A  plan  for  a  public  market  in  Calcutta  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Tiretta  to  the  Governor  General,  who  sent  it  to  the  Committee  o£ 

155  Letter  to  Court,  23  October  1783,  paras.  73-4. 
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Revenue  for  their  opinion.  The  Committee  .was  to  consider  whether 
the  grant  applied  for  would  be  attended  with  anj  piejudice  to  the 
revenue,  and  whether  in  their  opinion,  the  design  was  objectionable. 
On  the  Committee’s  recommendation  Mr.  Tiretta  was  permitted  to 
establish  a  public  market  place  with  proper  buildings  for  stalls.  The 
market  had  three  divisions  for  the  sale  of  the  different  necessaries  of 
life,  viz.,  meat,  fish,  and  vegetables.  Mr.  Tiretta  was  to  pay  to  the 
Government,  for  the  lease  of  the  market  and  its  grounds  for  five  years, 
the  usual  rent  of  the  bazars,  which  amounted  to  rupees  500  per  division 
per  annum.160  Within  two  years  of  the  opening  of  this  market,  (/>., 
1785),  the  services  of  a  wholetime  official  were  found  necessary  to  attend 
to  the  extensive  dealings  and  transactions  of  the  market  and  Mr.  Robert 
McFurlane  was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Market.101 

Cultural  Activities 

The  Company  advanced  the  cause  of  learning  during  the  four  years 
of  our  study  by  opening  schools  for  oriental  learning  and  for  mathe¬ 
matics  and  giving  patronage  to  oriental  scholars.  A  madrasah  or  a  college 
for  the  promotion  of  oriental  learning  had  already  been  established 
at  Calcutta  in  1781.  In  1785  it  was  placed  upon  a  proper  and  regular 
footing,  and  the  buildings  for  that  purpose  were  completed.  The 
Governor  General  assigned  the  revenues  of  “certain  villages  in  its 
neighbourhood”  amounting  to  1,500  rupees  per  month  for  its  support.162 

We  may  now  turn  to  some  oriental  scholars  whose  names  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  despatches.  One  of  them  was  George  Forster.  He  had 
acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  Marathi  and  other  languages. 
In  1785,  the  Directors  recommended  him  to  be  employed  as 
Marathi  interpreter  as  occasion  might  arise  in  negotiations  at  any  of  the 
Maratha  Darbars™3  Francis  Gladwin,  Joseph  Champion  and  Major 
Davy  were  great  scholars  of  Persian  literature.  Gladwin  translated  the 
voluminous  Ain-i-Akbari  of  Abul  Fazl  Alami,  Champion  the  first  part 
of  Firdausi’s  heroic  poems,164  and  Davy  the  Institutes  of  Timur ,  Capt. 
William  Kirkpatrick  had  acquired  great  proficiency  in  the  Hindi  luugu- 
age  of  which  he  prepared  a  comprehensive  grammar.1 65 

A  Mathematical  School  was  established  mainly  for  the  advancement 
of  military  science.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Watson,  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Company,  had  recommended  to  General  Stibbert  that  a  Mathematical 
School  should  be  established  at  Fort  William  “for  the  benefit  of  the  officers 
of  the  Engineering  Corps.”  Stibbert  concurred  with  Watson  that  it  would 
be  an  institution  of  great  public  utility  and  the  Governor  General  agreed 
with  them,  and  appointed  Mr.  Burrow  as  the  Master  of  the  School.16* 


160  Letter  to  Court,  53  October  1783,  para.  141. 

161  Letter  to  Court ,  10  December  1784,  paras. 
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The  art  of  painting  according  to  the  Western  style  was  fostered  by 
the  Company.  Two  prominent  painters.  Sir  John  Zoffany  and  Mr. 
Charles  Smith,  figure  in  the  letters.  In  1783  they  were  permitted  by 
the  Directors  to  proceed  to  India  to  practice  in  their  profession  as 
portrait  painters.167  In  1784  the  Directors  permitted  Mr.  John  Smart,  a 
miniature  painter,  and  Messrs.  Ozias  Humphrey  and  Francis  Wheatley, 
portrait  painters,  to  proceed  to  India  for  the  same  purpose.168 

An  important  step  in  the  direction  of  maintaining  and  preserving 
archives  was  taken  in  1783  when  the  Governor  General  wrote  thus  to 
the  Directors:  “Finding  it  every  day  more  and  more  necessary  from 
the  accumulation  of  the  voluminous  records  of  this  Government  and 
the  difficulty  of  collecting,  by  reference  to  them,  an  instant  knowledge 
of  the  standing  rules  and  orders  effecting  each  particular  case  or  ques¬ 
tion  before  us,  and  considering  the  necessity  of  employing  an  active 
and  laborious  person  for  compiling  and  arranging  them,  in  the  first 
instance,  for  such  a  number  of  years  back,  we  resolved  to  confer  that 
appointment  upon  Mr.  John  Petrie.”169 

The  Directors  also  looked  to  the  moral  needs  of  their  servants. 
They  encouraged  the  construction  of  churches.  In  1785  they  gave  a 
sum  of  £1200  to  the  Calcutta  church  for  acquiring  a  “communion 
plate,  an  organ,  a  clock,  bells,  and  velvet  for  the  pulpit,  desk  and 
communion  table.”170 


Checks  on  Foreign  Trade 

A  serious  problem  which  faced  the  Company  was  that  its  servants 
and  other  British  subjects  residing  in  India  were  lending  money  to  its 
rivals  in  trade  and  helping  them  in  other  ways.  The  Directors,  therefore, 
in  their  letter  of ,25  January  1782  forbade  the  Company’s  servants  and 
other  British  subjects  residing  in  India  from  “lending  money  to  foreign 
companies  or  foreign  European  merchants,  and  from  purchasing  goods  on 
their  accounts,  and  from  being  concerned  in  such  transactions  and  from 
giving  credit  by  bills  of  exchange  on  persons  in  Europe.”  The  Company’s 
servants  who  transgressed  the  law  were  liable  to  be  suspended  and  licensed 
traders  found  guilty  of  such  transactions  were  to  be  deprived  of  their 
licences  and  the  Company’s  protection  and  to  be  sent  at  once  to 
England,171 


Charity 

On  the  social  side  some  praiseworthy  attempts  were  made  to  amelio¬ 
rate  the  condition  of  orphans  and  widows,  disabled  soldiers  and  sailors. 
In  1783  a  plan  was  proposed  and  generally  agreed  to  by  the  army  officers 
and  a  committee  was  set  up  for  maintaining  and  providing  for  the 

ie7  Letters  from  Court ,  15  January  1783  (General  Letter),  para.  29;  and  23  January 
1783,  para.  16. 

168  Letter  from  Court,  9  December  1784,  para.  18. 

169  Letter  to  Court ,  23  October  1783,  para.  183. 

170  Letter  from  Court ,  11  April  1785  (General  Letter),  para.  68. 

171  Letter  from  Couit,  25  January  1782,  paras.  73-5. 
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orphans  of  officers  who  died  in  the  Company’s  service.  A  fund  was 
to  be  raised  for  this  purpose  by  stoppages  from  the  pay  of  every  officer 
and  surgeon  from  the  rank  of  major  downwards,  who  had  voluntarily 
consented  to  the  proposal.  The  Paymaster  General  was  to  collect  this 
money  with  the  help  of  the  managers  of  the  fund.172  The  managers  un¬ 
dertook  to  maintain  the  orphans  on  an  allowance  of  rupees 
three  per  month  for  each  orphan.  A  piece  of  ground  was  allotted  for 
erecting  a  proper  place  for  the  reception  and  care  of  all  the  children 
who  came  under  the  charge  of  the  managers ;  and  a  building  was 
ordered  to  be  constructed  immediately  for  their  benefit.17'*  By  1785  the 
above  organization  had  developed  into  the  Society  for  the  Benefit  of 
Orphans.  The  Governor  General  and  Council  contributed  sikhtt  rupees 
40,000  for  the  support  of  the  institution,  which  was  to  be  refunded  b\  the 
managers  if  the  Court  of  Directors  disapproved  of  “the  donation  within 
three  years.”174  This  contribution  was  approved  by  the  Directors. 
They  seem  to  have  appreciated  the  objects  of  the  above  institution, 
for  in  1785  they  permitted  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Brown  to  proceed  to 
Bengal  to  superintend  the  education  of  the  orphans  of  the  officers  and 

soldiers  of  the  Bengal  Establishment,17’  and  advanced  fair,  to  Mr.  Brown 
for  their  passages.176 


The  Company  likewise  came  to  the  relief  of  deserving  widows  On 

the  representation  of  the  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Stewart  that  she 

was  m  distress  because  of  the  difficulty  of  taking  to  England  the  property 

of  her  deceased  husband,  the  Directors  permitted  her  to  remit  /V.oo 

Company's  cash  only  for  one  year.  But  since  she  was'  in 

dl*^fS*  the  Government  on  their  own  responsibility  agreed 
to  remit  her  bills  for  another  year  in  1782. 177  '  ® 

Lord^nwl  n  Br?tis5  a^my  officers  and  soldiers  received  relief  from 

Stantv  ™  fOUnty  uUniu.In  17847  the  widow  of  tbe  Reverend  Mr. 

from  the^aSe^fund  17»heTXhr^  BnJade’  was  Siven  a  pension,  evidently 
irom  me  same  fund.178  Invalid  and  superannuated  European  officers  of 

‘othe„^nefi,s  °f  lhi! 

Failder  and  Liitenam  r  P  "  ^lIham  Gawith’  Lieutenant  Thomas 

due  to  iU  health  tw  L^nce  Rawstome  had  to  retire  from  service 
ue  to  Hi  health  they  were  given  pensions  from  this  fund.17* 

,  H»cT,her,,DireCt°rS  3150  made  Provision  for  disabled  Indian  soldiers  In 
obfct  tS^elTe?  oPfr  ^  G°Vernor  General  which  had  for  hs 

in ^ the  Company’s  service”  Portions 0fficer?  had  ****  disabled 

to  them  within  die  districts  under  the°  ™ere  to  be  allotted 

6  aistricts  under  ^e  charge  of  the  Collector  of  Bhagal- 

178  ifuZ  T  5  A£ril  I*™-  ito-u 

0  3  sss  ss  ik^1- 
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pur  according  to  their  ranks.  Since  this  scheme  solved  the  double  ques¬ 
tion  of  providing  relief  to  disabled  Indian  soldiers  and  of  increasing  the 
land  under  cultivation,  the  Directors  approved  of  it.180 

Famine  Relief 

* 

Natural  calamities  like  famines,  storms  and  fires  were  studied,  and 
the  remedial  measures  taken  by  the  Company,  especially  in  connection 
with  famines,  had  a  great  effect  upon  the  stability  of  the 
Company's  rule  in  India.  In  1785,  there  was  a  severe  famine 
in  Madras.181  The  scarcity  had  been  first  felt  early  in  1781.  In  January 
1785  people  were  dying  in  the  streets.  On  15  October  of  the  same 
year  owing  to  a  “most  severe  gale  of  wind”  almost  all  the  trading 
vessels  in  the  harbour  “were  either  sunk  or  driven  on  shore”.  The 
consequent  loss  of  grain  which  was  “estimated  at  upwards  of  30,000 
bags  ”  aggravated  the  “  prospect  of  famine  ”.  The  President  and  Select 
Committee  of  Fort  St.  George,  finding  the  situation  most  alarming, 
“thought  it  necessary  to  seize  upon  all  the  grain  which  should  be  im¬ 
ported  for  the  public  stores,  paying  the  proprietors  a  very  advanced 
price  for  the  same  by  bills  upon  us.”  This  measure  did  not  appear  to 
the  Governor  General  to  be  advantageous  either  to  the  Company  or  to 
the  individuals  who  imported  rice  at  Madras.  He  therefore  recom¬ 
mended  free  trade  in  rice  which  he  believed  would  bring  quick  relief 
to  Fort  St.  George.  To  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  unnecessary  compe¬ 
tition  for  tonnage  among  exporters  in  Bengal  which  would  enhance 
the  freight  rates  the  Bengal  Government  forbade  the  Agent  for  Ship¬ 
ping  at  Calcutta  “to  take  up  any  vessels  beyond  his  present  engagements, 
on  the  Company's  account,  and  resolved  not  to  send  any  further  sup¬ 
plies  of  rice  to  Fort  St.  George  by  public  agency  but  on  the  Company’s 
ships,  leaving  the  trade  entirely  free  to  individuals.”  In  order  to  en¬ 
courage  this  free  trade  the  Governor  General  promised  “  to  give  a  fixed 
price  of  120  Ps.  per  grace ,  payable  by  bills,  for  all  the  good  cargo 
rice  which  should  be  delivered  into  store  at  that  place,  as  a  certain 
and  last  resort  to  the  owners,  leaving  them  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  it 
on  better  terms,  by  private  sale,  if  they  had  an  opportunity.”  Liberal 
contributions  made  at  Calcutta  and  “the  established  monthly  allowance 
collected  at  Madras”  for  the  support  of  the  poor  Indian  inhabitants  of 
this  settlement  proved,  however,  inadequate,  as  hundreds  continued  to 
die  daily.  A  charitable  subscription  list  was  therefore  opened  at  every 
civil  and  military  station,  and  Rs.  50,000  were  subscribed  in  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  name  for  meeting  the  urgent  needs  of  the  population.  In  this  man¬ 
ner,  every  attempt  was  made  to  alleviate  the  suffering  of  the  people  at 
Madras.18*  By  the  middle  of  1783  the  situation  eased  considerably.  But 
a  great  famine  in  upper  India  was  now  beginning  to  rage.  It  extended 
from  the  Indus  to  the  Karamnasa,  but  it  was  most  acutely  felt  in  the 
region  between  Agra  and  Delhi  and  to  the  west  of  Delhi.  The  people 

iso  letter  from  Court,  21  September  1785  (General  Letter),  para.  10. 

181  For  a  more  detailed  account  of  this  and  other  famines  in  Madras  read  Love, 
Vestiges  of  Old  Madras ,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  195,  225,  229-36. 

182  Letter  to  Court ,  7  December  1782,  paras.  23-6. 
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in  the  famine-affected  areas  beyond  the  Jumna  began  to  lea\e  their 
homes  and  the  Government  of  Bengal  passed  orders  to  encourage  their 
immigration  to  Bihar  “both  from  the  humanity  of  saving  them . . .  and 
the  lawful  desire,  in  such  case,  of  increasing  the  subjects  of  the  Companies 
[Company’s]  dominions.” 

The  Bengal  province  did  not  suffer  in  this  famine  to  any  considerable 
degree  but  there  was  a  scare.  The  province  of  Bihar  suffered  greatly  by 
the  failure  of  the  last  harvest  and  by  the  artificial  want  caused  by  the 
apprehensions  of  a  greater  scarcity.  The  complaints  and  fears  of  it 
extended  to  Bengal  where  there  was  plenty. 

The  Government,  to  encourage  the  influx  of  rice  from  the  eastern 
districts  of  Bengal,  removed  the  duties  on  grain  of  every  kind,  and  laid  an 
embargo  on  exportation  by  sea  except  as  regards  the  contracts  already 
made  for  the  supply  of  rice  to  Madras.  They  also  appointed  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Grain  consisting  o.f  “  four  commissioners  to  superintend  the 
price,  distribution  and  sale  of  rice  throughout  all  the  provinces  dependant 
on  .this  Government.”183 


The  Committee  collected  information  “respecting  the  August  harvest 
and  the  state  of  the  December  crops”.  They  also  calculated,  on  the 
basis  of  tonnage  booked,  that  more  than  1,100,000  maunds  of  rice  were 
due  to  be  exported  from  Bengal.  The  exportation  of  so  large  a  quantity 
of  rice  could  not  be  done,  as  the  Committee  pointed  out,  “without  a 
hazard  of  exposing  to  the  last  extremity  of  want  the  lives  of  so  many 
persons  as  could  be  subsisted  by  it.”  The  Bengal  Government  therefore 
made  “  the  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  rice  by  sea  general  and  total  ” 
and  revoked  the  -  resolution  admitting  a  free  exportation  beyond  the 
provinces.”  The  Government  took  credit  that  “  by  the  timely  interposi¬ 
tion  of  our  authority,  we  have  in  a  great  degree  prevented  the  fatal 
effects  of  scarcity.”184 


Captains  of  ships  who  contracted  to  carry  grain  as  well  as  the  rice 
merchants  were  “  very  great  sufferers  ”  by  the  embargo,  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  felt  that  such  persons  as  had  actually  shipped  grain  but  were 
prevented  from  exporting  it  were  entitled  to  some  compensation.  The 
Committee  of  Grain  considered  this  matter  and  decided  that  8  annas 
per  bag  would  be  a  reasonable  compensation. 


It  was  during  this  famine  that  on  the  proposal  of  the  Governor 
General  the  Bengal  Government  decided  that  “buildings  of  solid  masonary 
should  be  constructed  to  serve  the  purposes  of  perpetual  granaries  to  the 
two  provinces  188  of  Bengal  and  Bihar,  and  the  Chief  Engineer  prepared 
a  plan  for  a  granary  at  Patna  “which  still  stands  as  monument  of  past 

US  mscriPdfn-.  Tor  the  perpetual  prevention  of 
famines  m  India  ,  but  empty  and  disused/*18* 


Jft?.er  f°  CJmrt’  8 3  October  1783,  paras.  146,  103.7. 
las  better  to  Court,  ag  November  1783,  paras.  20-8, 
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Slave  Trade 

Before  we  conclude  our  survey  of  the  letters  under  review,  it  is  worth¬ 
while  to  note  that  slave  trade  was  legal  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  In  1783,  the  Directors  ordered  that  two  ‘'black  seamen”  by  name 
Salvadore  and  Joachim,  who  had  come  to  England  on  the  Fox  brig,  be  put 
on  board  the  Swallow  to  be  conveyed  to  Canton.  They  are  described  as 
slaves  who  ran  away  from  their  masters  at  Macao,  “  and  for  whom  the 
supra-cargos  paid  their  full  value.”  The  Directors  ordered  that,  on  their 
arrival  in  India,  they  were  to  be  sent  to  Canton,  “  in  order  to  their  being 
returned  to  their  masters  ”,  and  that  the  supracargoes  “  may  be  reim¬ 
bursed  the  sums  they  have  paid  on  their  account.”187 


Letter  from  Court,  10  September  1783,  para.  3 2. 
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LETTER  DATED  i  JANUARY  1782 

Administration  of  justice  in  Bengal — compensation  to  Mir  Barkat - 
nllah  and  others. 

O  UR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  When  the  late  Act1  respecting  the  administration  of  justice  in 
Bengal  was  agitated  in  the  House  of  Commons,  it  was  intended  amongst 
other  things,  not  only  to  release  from  prison  and  indemnify  the  native 
Magistrates  and  others  therein  named,  but  also  to  make  provision  for  the 
future  subsistence  of  Mir  Burkut  Ulla  and  Gull  urn  Muckdum3  in  their 
former  condition  and  situation,  and  to  declare  them  Mahomedan  Coun¬ 
sellors  to  the  Court  and  Council  at  Patna,  with  all  the  privileges,  profits 
and  emoluments  thereto  belonging;  and  also,  in  consideration  of  their 
losses  and  long  imprisonment,  to  pay  to  each  of  them  severally,  or  to  their 
order,  out  of  the  Company's  treasury  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds 
three  months  after  demand:  and  also  to  Behauder  Beg,  who  had  acted 
under  the  authority  of  the  Council  of  Patna  and  been  imprisoned,  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  pounds,  in  three  months  after  demand,  without 
prejudice  to  any  claim  or  remedy  which  he  or  his  father,  or  next  heir  at 
law,  might  have  in  law  or  equity  to  any  lands  or  goods  whatsoever;  and  in 
case  of  the  death  of  any  of  the  beforementioned  persons  before  the  arrival 
of  the  Act  of  Parliament  at  Calcutta,  or  before  the  money  became  payable, 
then  the  above  sums  to  be  payed  to  the  lawful  representative  of  the 
deceased:  and  likewise  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds  to  the  child 
or  children  of  the  Magistrate  of  Patna,  called  the  Cadi  or  Cauii  Saadi, 
who  died  as  he  was  under  conveyance  to  prison,  (if  any  child  or  children 
he  had)  and  to  the  widow  of  the  said  Cauzi  Saadi,  during  her  natural  life, 
a  pension  or  annuity  equal  to  the  salary  of  her  late  husband.  And  if  the 
said  Cauzi  Saadi  should  have  died  without  issue,  then  a  sum  of  one 
thousand  pounds  to  be  also  paid  to  his  widow,  and  one  thousand  pounds 
also  to  his  nearest  male  relation  or  relations  of  the  same  degree. 

2.  As  the  Company  were  equally  desirous  with  the  promoters  of  the 
Bill  to  contribute  to  the  relief  of  the  unhappy  sufferers,  and  to  make  the 
compensations  abovementioned,  and  thereby  to  manifest  their  regard  for 
the  native  inhabitants  of  Bengal,  it  was,  upon  due  consideration,  judged 
advisable  and  more  honourable  for  the  Company  to  omit  the  'compulsory 
clauses  in  the  Act,  and  agreed  that  order  should  be  given  by  the  Court 
of  Directors  in  their  next  advices  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council 
for  the  money  to  be  issued  from  their  treasury,  and  paid  accordingly. 

3.  We  therefore  direct  that  within  three  months,  to  be  computed 
from  the  day  of  the  receipt  of  these  our  orders  at  Fort  William,  you  issue 
from  our  treasury  and  cause  to  be  paid  to  Mir  Burcut  Ulla,  or  to  his 
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order,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds;  also  to  Gullum  Muckdom,  or  to 
his  order,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds;  also  to  Behauder  Beg  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  pounds  without  prejudice  to  any  claim  or  remedy  which 
he  or  his  father,  or  next  heir  at  law  may  have,  in  law  or  equity ,  to  any 
lands  or  goods  whatsoever;  and  if  any  of  the  parties  shall  not  be  li\ ing 
at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  this  our  order  at  Calcutta,  or  shall  die  before 
the  money  become  payable,  or  is  paid,  the  same  shall  be  paid  to  his  or 
their  lawful  representatives;  also  to  the  child  or  children  (if  any  there  he) 
of  the  late  Cauii  Saadi  of  Patna  five  thousand  pounds;  also  that  sou  pa\, 
or  cause  to  be  paid,  to  the  widow  of  the  said  Cauzi  Saadi,  during  her 
natural  life,  a  pension  or  annuity  equal  to  the  salary  of  her  late  husband; 
also  to  the  said  widow  of  the  said  Cauzi ,  if  he  shall  have  died  without 
issue,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds;  also  in  that  case  to  the  nearest 
male  relation  or  relations  of  the  said  Cauzi  Saadi  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
pounds;  and  it  is  our  pleasure  that  the  said  monies  be  issued  from  our 
treasury,  and  the  payment  thereof  be  made  free  of  all  charge  or  expense 
to  the  receivers  and  within  the  time  before  limited. 


4.  We  have  already  noticed  that  it  was  intended  by  the  Act  to  have 
reinstated  Mir  Burcut  Ulla  and  Gullum  Mucdom,  and  to  have  declared 
them  Mahomedan  Counsellors  to  the  Council  of  Patna  with  all  the 
privileges,  profits  and  emoluments  thereto  belonging.  It  appearing  that 
their  error  or  misconduct  (if  any  hath  been)  did  not  proceed  from  corrupt 
motives,  and  the  Act  having  directed  that  they  should  be  forthwith  dis¬ 
charged  from  their  imprisonment  on  security  being  given  for  the  damages 
recovered,  which  security  you  are  required  to  cause  to  be  given  on  their 
behalf,  and  that  it  shall  be  competent  to  appeal  to  His  Majesty  in  Council 
against  the  judgment,  we  hereby  direct  that  you  take  care  to  pay  due 
obedience  to  the  directions  given  in  the  said  Act;  and  also  that  Mir 
Burcut  Ulla  and  Gullum  Mucdom  be  forthwith  restored  to  their 
respective  offices,  as  Mahomedan  Counsellors  to  the  Council  of  Patna, 
with  all  the  privileges,  profits  and  emoluments  thereto  belonging. 


London, 

the  1st  January)  1782. 


We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Lau.  Sulivan  /  Wm.  James  /  Jno, 
Woodhouse  /  John  Hunter  /  John 
Roberts/ John  Harrison/ Jas,  Moffatt/ 
W.  G.  Freeman/Heny.  Savage/ W . 
Bensley /L.  Darell  [  George  Tatem  / 
Jn.  Townson  /  Thos,  Cheap  /  F. 
Baring/ Thos.  Parrv. 


Company's  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No.  3. 

Received  per  ship  Worcester  November  9th  1782, 
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LETTER  DATED  25  JANUARY  1782 

Sailings  of  ships — commercial  statistics- — Raghoba's  letters — Bolts's 
case — appoi?ilme?it  of  Stables  to  the  Fort  William  Council — new  appoint¬ 
ments — plan  to  improve  fortifications — terms  of  appointment  of  Hano¬ 
verian  Regimejil — Coote’s  victory  over  Haidar  Ali — the  pact  with  the  Raja 
of  Berar — General  Goddard's  victory  at  Bassein — Dutch  potuer  in  India  to 
he  destroyed — Captain  Summer's  estate — monetary  assistance  to  foreigners 
forbidden — mining  and  comage  to  be  Company's  sole  responsibility — Sir 
Elijah  Impey's  appointment  as  Judge  of  Sadar  Diwani  Adalat  under  con¬ 
sideration — strength  and  pay  of  King's  -  regiments — defalcations  by  pay¬ 
masters — vieivs  on  various  contracts — Master  Atte?idant  not  to  hold  marine 
contracts — viexus  regarding  advances  of  money  by  Hastings  for  supporting 
Camac's  army  and  Berar  aimy — no  claim  to  toll  on  Company's  inxrestment 
to  be  entertained  except  tin  ire  turn  for  adequate  advantages — new  plan  for 
trade  in  raxv  silk — no  contract  for  printing  of  chintz  to  be  granted — 
Stibbert  appointed  provincial  Commanded  in  Chief. 


o  UR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  The  Tryal  schooner,  Captain  Poynter,  carried  our  dispatches  of 
the  29th  August;  other  transcripts  thereof  are  herewith  sent. 


2.  Bv  the  ships  Duke  of  Grafton ,  Walpole ,  True  Briton  and  Fox , 
which  happily  arrived  from  St.  Helena  in  company  with  the  fourteen  other 
ships  mentioned  in  the  accompanying  list  of  arrivals  and  departures  of 
shipping,  we  received  your  advices  in  the  different  departments,  viz., 

General  Letter,  Civil  and  Secret  Departments,  dated  29th  November 
*  *  *1 

General  Letter,  Board  of  Trade,  dated  25th  and  29th  November  [17...] 
General  Letter,  Revenue  Department,  dated  25th  ^nd  postscript  29th 

November  [17...] 

General  Letter,  Law  Department,  dated  25th  November  [17...] 
Letter  from  the  Governor  General,  dated  29th  November  [17...] 
General  Letters  by  Major  Scott,  dated  7^  and  13th  January  [17* *s] 
Letter  from  the  Governor  General  to  the  Chairman,  dated  6th 

January  [17-*] 

3.  The  names  and  destination  of  the  ships  taken  up  for  the  present 
season  are  as  follows,  viz., 


Ships 

Alfred 

Calcutta 

Ganges 

Morse 

Royal  Henry 
Earl  Talbot 


Tons  Commanders  Consignments 

..  752 3 * * * * 8  James  Brown 

761  William  Thomson 

758  John  H.  Dempster  y  Coast  and  China 

..  864  Joseph  Elliott 

. .  804  Ralph  Dundas 

...  758  Robert  Taylor 
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Ships 

Tons 

Royal  Bishop 

0 

...  720 

Ceres 

•  ••  733 

Dutton 

•  ••  755 

Norfolk 

...  733 

Major 

•  ••  755 

Hapke 

•  ••  733 

Worcester  ... 

...  723 

Kent 

•  ••  755 

Warren  Hastings 

•  •  ■  755 

Commanders  Consignments 

William  Mears  Bombay  and 

Bencoolen 


Thomas  Price  J 


James  West 
Sami.  Chas. 

Bonham 
David  Arthur 
Francis  Scott 
John  Cook 
Peter  Stoakes 
Thomas  Larkins 


l  Coast  and  China 
I 

i 

Coast  and  Ba\ 

}  Coast  and  China 


a  Besides  the  abovementioned  ships  we  have  agreed  to  take  up 
the  following,  now  building  in  the  room  of  the  undermentioned,  viz.. 
Mount  Stuart,  Bute,  British  King ,  Shrewsbury,  ralbot,  Ankeiwyke, 
Canton,  Europa,  Godfrey  and  Royal  George,  whose  names  and  tonsign- 
ments  will  be  advised  by  a  future  opportunity. 


5.  Having  agreed  to  advance  to  the  commander  of  each  slop 
monthly,  on  account  of  the  owners,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  from  ^ 
the  time  of  his  arrival  at  the  first  port  in  India  to  his  final  dispatch  for 
Europe,  at  the  rate  of  2s.  id.  per  current  rupee  in  Bengal,  and  at  the 
other  Presidencies  and  China  at  the  rates  mentioned  in  the  chaitei patties, 
you  must  therefore  not  only  send  on  the  ship  (if  she  shall  be  dispatched 
by  you  to  any  other  port  in  India  or  China)  an  account  of  what  money 
you  have  advanced  to  the  commander,  but  also  transmit  to  us  the  like 

account  in  duplicate. 


6.  As  the  Egmont  could  not  be  got  ready  in  time  to  proceed  on  her 
voyage  the  last  season,  we  have  taken  her  up  on  the  same  terms  as  the 
ships  now  outward  bound,  and  the  owners  have  changed  the  ship  s  name 
to  the  Royal  Bishop . 


7.  Besides  the  ships  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph  we  have 
taken  up  the  Nottingham ,  Brilliant  and  the  Ann  and  Emelia  as  trans¬ 
ports  to  carry  troops  and  stores  for  the  run  to  India  only,  and  when  thev 
have  duly  delivered  all  the  goods,  stores,  effects  and  recruits  and  every 
thing  else  belonging  to  the  Company,  the  said  ships  are  then  to  be 
disposed  of  on  account  of  the  owners,  and  we  send  by  each  ship  the 
counterpart  of  the  charterparty  which  must  be  strictly  complied  with, 
particularly  that  [part]  wherein  it  is  expressly  stipulated,  that  none  of 
the  said  ships  shall  be  sold  to  any  European  nation  whatsoever,  except 
the  English,  nor  to  any  of  the  country  powers  in  the  East  Indies,  without 
the  leave  and  permission  of  the  Company’s  Governor  and  Council  or  Chief, 
or  Resident,  where  they  shall  happen  to  be  disposed  of,  and  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers  are  to  give  security  to  the  said  Governor  and  Council  to 
submit  to  and  abide  by  the  said  conditions. 


8.  As  two  thirds  of  the  freight  of  the  said  ships  are  to  be  paid  in 
England,  and  the  remaining  third  at  their  final  port  of  delivery,  we  shall 
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send  by  each  ship  a  stated  account  of  what  the  owners  receive  to  the  time 
of  the  ship’s  departure. 

9.  In  case  any  of  the  said  ships  should  be  ordered  to  Bengal,  and 
there  finish  their  voyages  and  be  discharged  the  service,  we  have  directed 
our  other  Presidencies  to  forward  to  you  the  counterparts  of  the  charter- 
parties  and  all  other  necessary  papers  and  informations  that  you  may 
know  how  to  act  in  compliance  therewith. 

10.  We  hereby  permit  the  captain  of  the  ship  Ann  and  Emelia,  if 
she  shall  be  disposed  of  in  Bengal,  to  pay  into  your  treasury  the  amount 
of  the  produce  of  that  ship  and  her  stores,  for  which  you  are  to  grant 
bills  of  exchange,  in  the  like  manner  you  are  directed  lo  do  for  her 
freight,  which  bills  are  to  be  made  payable  to  Messrs.  Angerstein  and 
Lewis. 


11.  Mr.  James  Campbell,  late  third  mate  and  purser  of  the  Warren 
cartel  ship  which  was  seized  by  the  French  at  Mauritius,  having  applied 
to  us  for  payment  of  his  wages  and  the  balance  of  his  account  with  the 
Company,  we  have,  in  consideration  of  the  hardships  of  his  situation, 
advanced  him  £400  on  account,  and  herewith  send  copies  of  the  memo¬ 
rials  and  accounts  he  presented  to  us,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be 
settled  in  Bengal  which  is  hereby  directed  to  be  done,  and  the  balance 
which  shall  be  due  to  him  paid;  we  have  permitted  him  to  take  his 
passage  on  one  of  the  ships  now  under  dispatch. 

12.  Our  exports  to  the  several  Presidencies  in  India  and  China  this 
season  will  principally  consist  of  the  following  articles,  and  we  also  advise 
’sou  of*the  remains  of  last  season  Avhich  could  not  be  then  sent  for  want 
of  tonnage,  viz., 


For  Bengal 

Cloth  405  bales;  long  ells  60  bales;  broad  long  ells  45  bales;  and  of 
the  remains  of  woollens  of  last  season  870  bales  of  cloth,  42  bales 
of  long  ells,  35  bales  of  broad  long  ells,  flannels  10  bales  containing 
200  pieces  for  cartridges;  lead  100  tons;  copper  600  tons;  iron  200  tons. 

For  Fort  St.  George 

Cloth  465  bales;  long  ells  15  bales;  also  10  bales  of  white  serges 
for  cartridges  the  remains  of  last  season.  Coipper  500  tons;  lead  200 
tons;  iron  200  tons;  gunpowder  about  1200  barrels  of  60  lbs.  each. 

For  the  Presidency  of  Bombay 

Cloth  471  bales;  long  ells  85  bales  -and  27  bales  of  broad  long  ells; 
also  1210  bales  of  cloth;  316  bales  of  long  ells  and  36  bales  of 
broad  long  ells  of  the  remains  of  last  season;  lead  150  tons;  copper 
370  tons,  and  a  further  quantity  of  60  tons  remaining  of  last  year; 
iron  200  tons. 
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For  Bussora 

Cloth  352  bales  and  long  ells  300  bales  o£  10  pieces  each,  being  the 
remains  of  last  season. 

For  China 


Cloth  715  bales;  long  ells  175^  bales  and  39  kales  of  caniblets  of 
%o  pieces  each;  also  of  the  remains  of  last  season  9  bales  of  cloth, 
60  bales  of  long  ells  and  one  bale  of  camblets.  Lead  600  tons. 


13.  Enclosed  you  will  receive  copies  of  the  orders  ol  His  3\lajcst>\s 
Most  Honourable  Privy  Council,  permitting  the  Company  to  expot  t 
warlike  stores  and  copper  under  the  restrictions  therein  mentioned,  and 
you  must  obey  those  orders  by  returning  the  certificates  icquiicd. 


14.  On  account  of  the  very  great  demand  which  will  be  required 
for  the  accommodation  of  His  Majesty’s  and  our.  military  force  and 
transportation  of  stores  of  all  kinds,  we  have  been  obliged  to  prohibit 
any  articles  being  sent  out  to  either  our  civil  or  military  servants. 


15.  The  quantity  of  saltpetre,  to  be  laden  on  the  ships  consigned 
to  Bombay  this  season,  is  to  be  the  same  as  the  former  season. 


16.  As  our  Presidency  of  Fort  Marlborough  will  stand  in  need  of 
many  articles  from  Bengal,  you  are  to  afford  them  such  assistance  as  may 
render  our  settlements  on  that  coast  of  the  greatest  utility  to  the  Company. 


17.  As  most  of  the  consignments  for  your  Presidency  this  season 
are  laden  on  the  ships  bound  to  Fort  St.  Geoxge  and  China,  now  under 
dispatch,  we  have  given  directions  to  our  President  and  Council  at  Fort 
St.  George  to  land  all  the  consignments  for  your  Presidencies  and  to 
forward  them  by  the  first  opportunities. 


18.  We  have  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  to  be  our  Council 
of  Supra  Cargos  at  Canton  for  managing  the  Company’s  affairs  in  China 
this  season,  viz.,  Mr.  James  Bradshaw,  William  Henry  Pigou,  George 
Rogers,  Abraham  Roebuck,  Henry  Browne,  John  Harrison,  George 
Cuming,  Alexander  Bruce,  Charles  Edward  Pigou,  Henry  Lane,  David 
Lance,  Thomas  Freeman,  Thomas  Kuyck  Van  Mierop,  William  Fitzhugh. 

19.  Our  trade  in  China  having  of  late  years  sustained  very  great 
injuries  from  the  improper  interference  of  the  King’s  officers,  and  the 
constant  residence  of  certain  persons  in  that  kingdom,  wc  transmit  you 
copies  of  our  observations  and  special  orders  thereupon  as  sent  (by  the 
ships  now  under  dispatch)  to  our  supra  cargos  of  Council  there;  and  you 
are  hereby  required,  so  far  as  the  said  observations  and  orders  regard 
your  Presidency,  to  act  in  the  strictest  conformity  thereto.  We  have 
also  enclosed  copy  of  our  commission  given  to  our  supra  cargos  on  this 
occasion  for  recalling  from  China  the  several  persons  therein  mentioned. 
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20.  Enclosed  we  transmit,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Ragobah1,  dated  the  24th  day  of  November  1778,  brought  hither 
by  Hurmunt  Rum  and  Monoher  Parsee  employed,  as  they  declared,  by 
him  for  that  purpose. 

21.  In  Ragobah’s  letter  to  us,  the  names  of  the  messengers  are  not 
expressed;  but  by  a  letter  from  Ragobah  to  His  Majesty  it  should  seem 
that  Hur  Jewon  Row  had  been  the  person  deputed  to  bring  the  before- 
mentioned  letters  to  England. 

22.  The  subject  of  Ragobah’s  letters  is  now  by  no  means  necessary 
to  be  particularly  discussed.  We,  however,  think  it  necessary  to  acquaint 
you,  that  if,  in  concluding  a  peace  with  the  Maratta  State,  a  suitable 
provision  could  be  made  for  Ragobah  it  would  be  highly  agreeable 
to  us. 


23.  Copy  of  our  letter  to  Ragobah  comes  a  number  in  the  packet 
for  your  further  information. 

24.  We  also  think  it  necessary  to  inform  you,  that  the  agents  or 
messengers2  who  brought  Ragobah's  letters  were  properly  accommodated 
at  the  Company's  charge  during  their  residence  in  England;  and  that 
the  sum  of  £1,200  was  granted  them  to  defray  their  passage  to  India. 
And  we  have  reason  to  expect  that  they  will  return  home  impressed  with 
proper  ideas  of  the  Company's  beneficence  toward  them  and  of  the 
liberal  reception  which  they  have  met  with  in  England.  Copies  of  letters 
received  from  them,  dated  at  Brussells  and  Venice,  are  numbers  in  the 
packet. 


25.  We  transmit  for  your  information  and  guidance,  copies  of  two 
letters  from  Hds  Majesty’s  Secretaries  of  State  respecting  Mr.  Bolts3, 
together  with  the  representation  of  Count  Belgioioso4,  the  Imperial 
Minister,  and  we  strictly  enjoin  and  charge  you  to  take  especial  care 
that  no  just  cause  of  offence  be  henceforth  given  to  any  subject  of  His 
Imperial  Majesty  or  to  the  subjects  of  any  prince  or  state  whatever  in 
amity  with  Great  Britain. 

26.  It  is  with  great  satisfaction  we  learn  from  the  9th  paragraph 
of  a  letter  from  our  Select  Committee  of  Fort  St.  George,  dated  the  17th 
of  February  last,  that  Nizam  Ally,  after  having  been  so  justly  provoked 
by  the  proceedings  of  our  late  Select  Committee,  has  not  availed  himself 
of  the  embarrassed  situation  of  affairs,  that  he  has  assumed  milder 
language,  and  that  from  intelligence  from  the  Deccan  nothing  dangerous 
was  to  be  immediately  expected  from  that  quarter.  We  attribute  this 
change  of  behaviour  in  the  Nizam  to  the  timely  and  effectual  interference 
of  our  Governor  General  and  Council,  and  we  have  no  doubt  but  the 
prudent  conduct  of  those  persons,  at  present  in  the  administration  of 
affairs  on  the  Coast,  will  also  much  contribute  to  restore  to  the  Nizam 
that  confidence  in  the  Company’s  honor  and  faithfulness  which  had  been 
so  much  shaken  by  the  improper  behaviour  of  their  predecessors. 
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37.  Philip  Francis  Esqr.  having  resigned  his  office  ol  one  of  the 
Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  we  have,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers 
vested  in  us  by  several  Acts  o£  Parliament,  nominated  and  appointed 
John  Stables  Esqr.  to  succeed  to  the  said  office,  which  His  Majesty  has 
been  graciously  pleased  to  approve,  copy  of  which  approval  and  ol  out- 
commission  given  to  Mr.  Stables  arc  herewith  sent;  lie  takes  his  passage 
on  the  ship  Worcester,  and  his  salary  is  to  commence  from  Lhc  lime  ol  his 
embarking  on  board  that  ship. 

28.  In  consequence  of  the  recommendations  ol  Mr.  Tihnan  l  leiukell. 
Senior  Merchant  on  your  establishment,  we  direct  that  he  do  succeed 
as  Resident  at  Rungpore  on  the  first  vacancy. 

29.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bateman'"’  to  ret uin  to  Bengal 
(on  a  Dane  ship)  as  a  Senior  Merchant  with  the  usual  salat)  and  allow¬ 
ances,  and  we  also  direct  that  when  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  the  Board 
of  Trade  after  Messrs  Becher,  Lane,  Ryder  and  Grucber  ate  pro\  ided  foi, 
agreeable  to  our  former  orders,  he  be  admitted  thereto  as  soungest 
member,  but  is  not  to  be  appointed  to  the  charge  of  any  Chiciship 
without  our  express  directions. 

30.  We  have  appointed  Mr.  William  Bertie  (whom  you  strongly 
recommended  to  us  for  preserving  the  Company’s  records  at  Patna  from 
fire  in  1769)  to  be  a  Junior  Merchant  in  Bengal,  and  to  take  his  rank 
as  such  from  the  time  of  his  arrival  at  Calcutta. 


31.  Mr.  Samuel  Grindall  is  hereby  appointed  a  witter  at  sour 
Presidency  in  the  room,  and  with  the  rank,  of  Mr.  Thomas  Finn  as 
advised  in  the  46th  paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the  31st  May  last; 
Mr.  Grindall  being  in  India,  his  covenants  will  be  sent  by  one  of  the 
ships  under  dispatch,  which  are  to  be  executed  by  hint  anti  returned. 

3a.  We  have  also  appointed  Mr.  George  Cheap  to  be  a  writer  at 
your  Presidency  in  the  stead,  and  with  the  rank,  of  Mr.  Charles  Wilks 
as  advised  in  our  letter  of  the  31st  May  last. 


33-  Messrs  Christopher  Oldfield,  Thomas  Meyers  and  Francis 
lerrard,  appointed  writers  for  Bengal  last  season,  proceed  thither  in 

_  tl!fPTWr^S  er’  a™d  Cl?ey  are  on  their  arrival  to  railk  agreeable  to 
our  letter  of  the  31st  May  last.  ° 


34.  The  rank  of  Mr.  John  Elliot,  whose  appointment  as  a  writer 
or  your  Presidency  was  advised  in  our  letter  of  the  2nd  February  1781 
is  to  be  next  below  Mr.  Henry  Taylor.  y  7  u 

is  "bo  1001  his  PassaSe  on  the  Blandjord, 

Edwarf  Dandridg.  ““  "S,n'"  “  y°ur  ^ 


25  JANUARY  1782 


9 


36.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Arthur  Ackland  Barber,  whom  we  have 
appointed  Chaplain  to  the  troops  serving  in  the  Vizier’s  country  with 
the  usual  pay  and  allowances,  proceeded  to  his  station  011  the  ship  Lord 
Mulgrave. 

37.  Mr.  J.  1).  Mattos,  a  cadet  at  your  Presidenc),  having  eliected 
the  recovery  of  his  health  for  which  he  came  to  England,  has  our  permis¬ 
sion  [to]  return  to  his  duty  without  prejudice  to  his  rank. 

38.  Major  Henry  Bevan,  Captains  Walter  Bourkc,  George  Hoggan 
and  Edmund  Lambert,  also  Lieutenant  Anthony  Hamilton,  who  came 
to  England  with  your  licence,  have  our  permission  to  return  to  their 
duty  without  prejudice  to  their  respective  ranks. 

39.  Captain  Lieutenant  John  Wcniyss  of  your  artillery  returns  to 
his  duty,  without  prejudice  to  his  rank,  on  the  Gauge s. 

40.  We  shall  send  116  cadets  to  your  Presidency.  Lists  of  their  names 
and  rank  will  be  conveyed  to  you  by  the  latter  ships,  and  they  will  be 
furnished  with  certificates  of  their  appointment  signed  by  our  Secretary. 

41.  We  have  appointed  Mr.  James  Parlby  to  be  a  Practitioner 
Engineer  at  your  Presidency;  he  lakes  his  passage  on  the  Worcester. 

42.  Mr.  Richard  Henry,  one  of  the  cadets  for  your  Presidency  of 
last  season,  proceeds  to  his  station  on  the  Haivke >  and  is  on  his  arrival 
to  take  rank  next  below  Lowther  Peele. 

43.  Lieutenant  William  Craggs  returns  to  Bengal,  and  is  011  his 
arrival  to  rank  as  the  164th  lieutenant,  which  was  the  standing  he  held 
when  he  quitted  the  service.  We  have  lent  him  £100  on  liis  bond  to 
repay  the  same  out  of  his  pay  and  emoluments,  which  will  be  sent  by 
the  ship  whereon  he  takes  his  passage. 

44.  We  have  licensed  Captain  Thomas  Adair,  formerly  an  officer 
on  your  establishment  but  who  has  since  been  admitted  as  an  invalid  on 
the  Military  Fund6,  to  proceed  to  and  remain  in  Bengal  for  three  years 
provided  he  took  his  passage  on  a  neutral  ship. 

45.  We  have  also  permitted  Mr.  George  Gordon  to  proceed  to 
Bengal  on  a  neutral  ship  to  exercise  his 'profession  of  a  printer. 

46.  Captain  Hugh  McDcrmot,  who  proceeds  to  his  rank  in  your 
militar)  by  the  ship  Ami  and  Emeha ,  has  been  advanced  by  us  £100 
to  be  repaid  out  of  his  growing  pay  and  emoluments  agreeable  to  the 
tenour  of  his  bond  herewith  transmitted. 

47.  Mr.  Thomas  Richardson,  who  proceeds  on  the  Rodney  packet, 
is  on  his  arrival  to  rank  next  below  Mr.  Roderick  Fraser,  a  cadet  of 
the  preceding  season. 
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48.  Mr.  John  Bullivant,  appointed  a  cadet  for  your  Presidency,  in 
1778  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Edmund  Pytts  Myddlcton,  is  to  rank  next 
below  Mr.  Henry  Nicholas  Lionel  Berkley. 

49.  Mr.  Mackenzie  Aird  is  appointed  a  cadet  lor  Bengal  in  the  100m 
of,  and  with  the  rank  of,  Mr.  Stephen  Rowand  who  was  nominated  last 
season  but  did  not  proceed  thither. 

50.  We  have  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  cadets  for  \our 
Presidency,  who  are  on  their  arrival  to  rank  as  cadets  of  last  season,  viz., 

Mr.  Alexander  O’Hara  next  below  Mr.  Paul  Cudmore 

John  Missing  next  below  John  Dickens 

George  Johnston  next  below  Thos.  Horner 

James  Livingston  next  below  George  Bogle 

James  Davidson  next  below  Robt.  Broughton, 

51.  We  have  also  appointed  Messrs  Griffith  Jones,  Thomas  Amphlett, 
Joseph  Richardson  and  William  Springham  Pryor  (who  are  abroad)  to 
be  cadets  for  Bengal,  and  we  shall  advise  their  rank  by  a  future  oppor¬ 
tunity. 

52.  We  have  permitted  several  persons  to  proceed  to  India  this 
season  to  practise  as  surgeons,  who  arc  to  be  employed  in  our  service 
as  assistant  surgeons  where  they  may  be  wanted,  and  approved  lists 
thereof  will  be  sent  with  the  rank  in  which  they  are  to  serve. 

53.  Major  George  Burghall,  late  of  our  Corps  of  Engineers  at  Fort 
St.  George,  having  submitted  to  our  consideration  a  plan  proposing 
sundry  improvements  in  the  mode  of  fortification  at  present  adopted  in 
India,  and  that  an  Inspector  and  Director  of  Fortifications  throughout 
India  should  be  appointed,  also  that  a  corps  of  miners  and  pioneers 
should  be  established  at  each  of  our  Presidencies,  we  enclose  you  a  copy 
thereof,  and  direct  that  you  take  the  opinion  of  the  Commander  in  Chief 
at  your  Presidency  on  its  utility  and  expediency,  whose  report  thereon 
must  be  forwarded  to  England  by  the  first  ship  that  shall  be  dispatched 

after  the  receipt  thereof,  in  order  to  assist  us  in  our  final  determination 
on  the  said  plan. 

54^  We  have  been  obliged,  from  the  great  want  of  recruits  for  His 
Majesty  s  service,  to  accept  of  several  young  lads  who  are  under  the 
standard  height  in  hopes  and  expectation  of  their  growing  in  the  course 
of  the  voyage;  but  if  upon  their  arrival  they  should  be  declared  too 
short  for  our  military  corps  then  we  recommend  that  they  be  sent  to 
Bombay  to  serve  in  our  marine. 

\ 

55-  whl  have  been  informed  by  our  Chairman  and  Deputy 

Cliairman  of  the  necessity  we  have  been  under  of  accepting,  in  the 
present  scarcity  of  men,  of  a  corps  of  foreigners;  and  His  Majesty  having 
been  graciously  pleased  to  permit  a  regiment  consisting  of  two  battalions 

e  raise  at  Hanover  in  his  name  as  Elector,  we  proceed  to  inform 
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you  of  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  the  said  regiment  has  been 
entertained  for  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  we  direct 
that  you  strictly  observe  and  punctually  fulfil  the  same,  so  far  as  shall 
depend  upon  you,  while  any  of  the  said  troops  are  at  your  settlement. 

Gene  ml  a\ tides  of  the  agieemeni 

1.  The  regiment  is  to  remain  in  the  service  of  the  East  India 
Company  for  the  term  of  seven  years,  from  the  date  of  their  arrival 
in  the  East  Indies;  and  two  years  before  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  notice  must  be  given  to  His  Majesty,  in  case  the  Company 
shall  think  it  necessary  to  have  the  regiment  in  pay  any  longer,  as 
that  will  require  a  new  agreement. 

2.  In  case  the  regiment  or  the  whole  complement  of  the 
regiment  cannot  be  raised  then  the  Company  shall  take  such  number 
ot  recruits  as  may  have  been  raised  for  that  purpose,  and  pay  all 
expenses  incurred  on  that  account. 

5.  No  deductions,  whatever,  are  to  be  made  out  of  the  money 
which  is  agreed  upon  to  be  paid,  according  to  the  particular  articles. 

4.  The  regiment  is  to  be  put  equally  on  the  same  footing  as 
His  Majesty's  hoops  in  the  East  Indies,  with  regard  to  pay,  rank, 
duty,  and  in  every  other  respect,  nothing  expected  [excepted]. 

5.  His  Majesty  not  intending  to  profit  in  the  least  by  granting 
the  regiment  for  the  set  vice  of  the  Company,  it  is,  on  the  other 
hand,  agreed  that  the  Company  shall  pay  all  expenses  whatever 
incurred  on  that  account. 


Articles  telative  to  the  raising  and  fanning  the  regiment 

1.  The  legiment  is  to  consist  of  two  battalions;  each  battalion 
of  ten  companies,  viz.,  8  fu/ilier  companies,  one  grenadier  company 
and  one  company  of  light  infantry.  The  complement  of  each  company 
100  men. 


Stall’ of  each  battalion:  1  lieutenant  colonel;  1  major;  1  lieutenant 
captain  or  captain  lieutenant;  1  adjutant  major,  rank  of  lieutenant; 
1  adjutant,  rank  of  ensign;  1  judge,  rank  of  lieutenant;  1  chaplain, 

1  surgeon,  2  cadets,  5  surgeon's  mates,  like  serjeants;  1  drum  major, 
like  serjeants;  4  musicians,  as  lance  corporals;  1  armourer,  1  pro¬ 
vost,  as  private. 

Each  company  to  consist  of:  1  captain;  2  lieutenants;  1  ensign; 
3  serjeants;  1  corporal;  1  clerk;  3  corporals;  2  drummers;  12  lance- 
corporals;  74  privates  =  100. 

For  the  service  of  the  artillery,  per  battalion:  1  serjeant; 

2  corporals;  1 2  cannoniers. 
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2.,  It  being  customary  with  the  German  troops  to  ha\c  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  3  or  ()  pounders,  attached  to  each  battalion,  the 
Company  will  send  orders  that  these  be  pnnided  out  of  their 
magazines,  and  they  arc  to  remain  attached  to  the  battalion,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  during  the  time  ol  set  vice;  at  the 
expiration  of  which  they  arc  to  be  returned. 


3.  The  levy-money  for  every  man  (non-commissioned  ofheers 
included)  is  fixed  at  five  pounds  sterling.  The  standard  of  the 
men  is  to  be  the  same  as  for  the  marching  regiments  in  England. 


Articles  t  elating  lo  subsistence  money ,  pay  and  allowances 

1.  The  subsistence  money  lot  the  staff  of  the  hist  battalion 
(the  pievoL  and  the  musicians  only  excepted),  also  the  subsistence 
for  the  men  for  the  service  of  the  artillery  for  the  whole  icgimcnt, 
and  likewise  for  all  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  drummeis 
of  the  first  battalion,  is  to  commence  from  the  first  of  July  1781. 
But  with  regard  to  the  subsistence  for  the  private,  a  certificate  is  to 
be  produced,  ascertaining  the  number  ol  men  raised  in  the  month 
of  July,  and  signed  by  the  two  commissioners  appointed  b\  His 
Majesty  for  that  purpose,  Baron  Munchhauson,  Privy  Counsellor  of 
the  War-Office  at  Hanover,  and  Major  General  Baron  Basse  he,  on 
the  receipt  of  which  the  subsistence  money,  for  the  men  actually 
raised,  is  to  be  paid  for  the  whole  month  ol  July,  and  thus  it  is  to 
continue  the  following  months,  until  a  report  be  made  of  the  whole 
being  complete. 


2.  In  the  like  manner  the  Company  shall  reunbutse  all  expenses 
incurred  on  account  of  subsistence  of  such  recruits  as  may  ha\c  been 
actually  made  in  the  month  of  June. 


3.  As  soon  as  the  first  battalions  shall  have  passed  in  u'vicw 
before  the  officers,  appointed  by  the  Company  for  that  purpose,  the 
full  English  pay  for  that  first  battalion  shall  commence. 


4.  The  stoppages  arc  to  be  regulated  as  with  the  King’s  troops; 
but  their  distribution  to  be  made  according  to  the  Hanoverian 
method. 

5.  The  two  cadets  per  battalion  are  to  receive  the  same  pay 
and  allowances  as  those  sent  out  by  the  Company. 

6.  And  whereas  the  regiment,  from  the  day  of  its  arrival,  is 
m  every  respect  to  be  equally  on  the  same  footing  as  His  Majesty’s 
troops  in  the  East  Indies,  all  papers  relative  thereunto,  and  stating 
the  extra-allowances  in  garrison,  as  well  as  those  called  batta  are 
to  be  transcribed  and  annexed  to  these  articles  as  part  thereof. 
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7.  The  aforementioned  batta  being  intended  to  answer  all 

exigencies  when  in  the  field  no  allowance  is  to  be  made  with  regard 
to  loss  of  baggage. 

8.  A  commissary  from  the  Company  is  to  be  allowed,  from 

time  to  time,  to  muster  the  battalions,  agreeable  to  the  orders  that 

may  be  issued  for  that  purpose. 

9.  The  effective  men  of  the  regiment  are  to  be  paid  according 

to  the  monthly  return  given  into  the  Paymaster;  and  no  profits 

allowed  to  the  officers  arising  from  vacancies. 


Articles  concerning  the  clothing  and  equipment  of  the  regiment 


1.  A  uniform  is  made  uip  here  as  a  pattern  for  the  rest;  and 
if  they  can  be  furnished  cheaper  in  Germany  the  difference  to  be 
allowed  to  the  Company.  All  fire-arms,  swords  and  belts,  grenadier- 
caps  and  all  accoutrements,  as  specified  in  the  list  enclosed,  drums, 
colours,  &ca.,  to  be  paid  for  by  the  Company  according  to  the 
accounts  which  will  be  produced  thereof. 


2. 


The  camp-equipage  is  furnished  by  the  Company  in  the 
East  Indies;  yet  as  it  is  thought  necessary  to  Lake  on  board  1  officer’s 
tent,  8  privates’  tents,  and  one  bell  tent  per  ship,  they  are  to  be 
provided,  before  the  embarkation,  at  the  expence  of  the  Company ; 
for  which  purpose  the  accounts  thereof  are  likewise  to  be  produced. 


Articles  concerning  the  transport  of  the  regiment 

1.  All  officers  are  to  be  allowed  a  free  passage,  and  the  privates 
are  to  be  put  on  the  same  establishment  as  His  Majesty’s  troops; 
wherefore  a  copy  of  the  paper  regulating  the  said  establishment  is 
to  be  annexed  to  these  ai tides. 


2.  The  passage  for  two  women  per  company  is  to  be  granted, 
but  no  children  to  be  carried  over. 


3.  The  Company  will  hereafter  provide  for  the  return  of  the 
regiment.  The  passage  for  officers  that  return  by  command  or 
permission  of  His  Majesty,  as  likewise  the  transport  of  non-commis¬ 
sioned  officers  and  privates  that  may  have  served  their  time,  must 
be  at  the  Company’s  expense. 

Articles  providing  foi  sick ,  wounded  and  invalid 

1.  With  regard  to  the  cure  of  wounded  and  sick  men,  hospitals, 
medicines,  etc.,  particular  articles  agreeable  to^  the  exigencies  of  the 
service,  are  to  be  drawn  up.  These  not  having  yet  been  adjusted 
with  regard  to  the  King’s  troops  in  the  East  Indies  it  is  agreed  that 
His  Majesty’s  Electoral  troops  shall  be  put  upon  the  same  footing 
as  his  British  troops  in  that  country. 
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2.  Officers  obliged  to  return  on  account  oC  wounds  or  illness, 
with  proper  certificates,  are  to  have  a  free  passage  granted  by  the 
Company,  and  to  receive  one  year’s  pay  gratification  on  their  return. 
In  case  wounds  have  rendered  them  invalids  they  are  to  be  allowed 
half  pay  for  life,  according  to  their  rank  in  the  service;  provided 
an  oath,  prescribed  by  the  Deed  of  Settlement  with  Lord  Clive,  be 
made  by 


A  lieutenant  colonel  that  he  is  not  worth 
A  major 
A  captain 
A  lieutenant 
An  ensign 


£  3°oo 

2500 
2000 
1 000 

hf  -  Cl 


3.  Invalids  in  the  service  shall  be  put  upon  the  establishment 
of  the  invalids  in  the  East  Indies,  dut'ing  the  time  of  the  capitula¬ 
tion,  at  the  expiration  of  which  the  Company  is  to  grant  them  a  free 
passage;  and  on  their  arrival  in  England  they  are  to  receive  four 
months’  full  pay  to  return  to  their  country,  where  they  will  he 
entitled  to  a  pension,  to  be  paid  every  six  months,  amounting  to 
about  four  pence  three  farthings  a  day,  upon  a  proper  certificate 
being  produced  that  they  are  alive. 


Article  relating  to  new  clothing 

The  regiment  is  to  be  new  clothed  once  a  year  like  His  Majesty’s 
troops;  and  the  transport  oif  the  clothing  to  be  at  the  Company’s 
expence  from  the  time  of  shipping  at  Hambro’,  or  any  other  place. 

Articles  concerning  the  command  of  the  regiment 

and  its  jurisdiction 

1.  With  regard  to  the  command  of  this  corps  the  regiment  is, 
in  every  respect,  to  be  on  an  equal  footing  with  His  Majesty’s  troops, 
the  promotion  of  commissioned  officers  depending  entirely  upon 
His  Majesty’s  will  and  pleasure. 


2.  "  And  with  regard  to  the  military  jurisdiction  a  particular 
regulation  thereof  is  approved  and  annexed  to  these  articles. 


(L-S.)  Jean  Frederic  Charles  de  Alvensleben  Lau.  Sulivan 
(L.S.)  William  von  Freytag  Win.  Tames 


(L.S.) 

(L.S.) 


Regulations  concerning  the  two  battalions  of  our  Electoral  troops 
during  the  time  of  their  service  in  the  East  Indies 


1.  The  two  battalions  are  to  'be  governed  by  their  own  martial 
aw,  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  iby  our  ordon nances  in  the 
Electorate  under  their  commanding  officers. 

^  mean  time  we  confer  to  the  commanding  officer  in 

e  or  garrison  the  power  of  cognizance  in  misdemeanors  relative 
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to  the  service  in  field  or  garrison,  viz.,  upon  guards,  pickets,  com¬ 
mands,  etc.,  with  regard  to  commissioned  as  well  as  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  in  all  cases  where  the  fact  is  so  clear  as  not  to 
require  a  great  formality  of  trial,  and  which  only  amount  to  a  short 
arrest  with  respect  to  commissioned  officers;  and  comparatively  to 
the  usual  punishments  for  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates. 

3.  Our  British  Commanding  Officer  in  the  East  Indies  must 
however,  in  the  abovementioned  cases,  inflict  no  other  punishment 
than  what  is  usual  and  customary  amongst  our  Electoral  troops. 

4.  Should  a  crime,  in  field  or  garrison  service,  be  committed 
which  deserves  a  hard  corporal  punishment,  or  punishment  of  death, 
and  a  judicial  examination  and  inquisition  be  required,  then  the 
British  Commanding  General  or  Officer  may  put  the  delinquent  under 
arrest;  but  he  must  deliver  him  up  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
our  Electoral  troops,  in  order  to  proceed  against  him  according  to 
the  precepts  of  their  martial  law.  And  the  sentence,  before  it  be 
carried  into  execution,  is  to  be  laid  before  the  Commanding  General 
or  Commanding  Officer,  who,  in  case  the  sentence  should  be  found 
inadequate  to  the  crime  or  it  should  be  deemed  necessary  to  aggra¬ 
vate  the  punishment  on  account  of  particular  circumstances  occur¬ 
ring,  has  a  right  to  order  a  court-martial  to  be  held  on  that  subject. 
Of  all  which  transactions  hereafter  a  report  is  to  be  made  to  us. 

5.  Supposing  the  possibility  that  the  commanding  officers  on 
both  sides  could  not  agree  upon  the  subject,  then  a  report  of  it  is 
to  be  made  to  us,  and  the  case  referred  to  our  further  pleasure. 

6.  In  order  that  all  misunderstandings  or  disputes,  which  may 
happen  between  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  two 
different  nations,  may  be  adjusted  in  the  shortest  manner,  and  in 
order  that  a  mutual  confidence  and  good  harmony  may  always 
subsist,  the  commanders,  on  both  sides,  are  to  appoint  two  officers 
for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into  such  disputes,  who  are  either  to 
settle  the  affairs  themselves,  or,  if  necessary,  to  make  a  report  thereof 
to  their  respective  commanders. 

7.  In  general  our  Electoral  troops  serving  in  the  East  Indies  are 
to  enjoy  the  same  privileges,  in  every  respect,  which  are  allowed 
to  our  British  troops  ,there  on  service. 

56.  We  are  sorry  to  observe,  notwithstanding  our  express  command 
that  His  Majesty’s  forces  should  be  properly  accommodated  with  barracks, 
or  places  to  lodge  in,  when  not  in  the  field,  and  that  in  general  the 
same  attention  should  be  paid  to  their  welfare  as  to  that  of  the  Company’s 
own  troops,  there  should  have  been  any  ground  of  complaint  on  the 
above  accounts  from  Fort  St.  George.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord 
Macleod  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  of  his  letter  to  us  on  the  subject, 
are  transmitted  for  your  further  information;  and  we  now  most  positively 
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enjoin  you  to  take  effectual  care  that  ever}'  proper  and  necessary  accom¬ 
modation  be  made  for  the  reception  of  His  Majesty’s  troops  on  their 
arrival  at  your  Presidency. 


57.  You  will  observe  by  the  17th  section  of  an  Act  passed  in  the 
last  session  of  Parliament,  of  which  you  receive  copies  by  this  convex ance, 
that  the  Company  are  to  pay  two  lacks  of  current  rupees  per  annum  for 
each  regiment  of  1000  men,  and  in  that  proportion  for  a  greater  01  less 
number  sent  at  their  requisition  to  the  East  Indies  for  the  Compam’s 
service,  over  and  above  the  extra  ordinaries  now  borne  and  defrayed  by  the 
Company,  and  that  the  pay  of  the  troops  already  sent  is  to  be  computed 
from  the  24th  of  June  1781,  and  of  those  to  be  hereafter  sent  from  the 
time  of  their  embarkation.  You  will  therefore  take  care  that  the  subsis¬ 
tence  of  His  Majesty’s  forces  at  your  settlement  be  provided  lor.  and 
regularly  paid  to  the  orders  of  the  officers  commanding  each  respective 
regiment.  The  remainder  of  allowances  is  to  be  paid  by  the  Company 
according  to  such  regulations  as  shall  be  settled  between  the  Paymastei 
General  of  His  Majesty’s  forces,  the  Secretary  at  War  and  the  Court  of 
Directors.  This  article  has  been  already  [under]  consideration;  and  we 
have  agreed  generally  that  the  current  rupee  shall  be  valued  at  as  ul; 
and  that  the  remainder  of  the  allowance  to  be  paid  by  the  Company  to 
His  Majesty’s  troops  shall,  if  agreeable  to  the  Paymaster  General  and 
the  Secretary  at  War,  be  remitted  by  bills  of  exchange  to  be  drawn  by  the 
Governor  General  and  Council  upon  the  Court  of  Directors;  and  that 
the .  subsistence  money  advanced  to  the  King’s  troops  now  serving  in 
India  to  be  computed  from  the  34th  day  of  June  last,  and  also  of  those 
now  proceeding  to  India  shall,  if  approved  by  the  Paymaster  General  and 
Secretary  at  War,  be  in  like  manner  repaid  by  bills  of  exchange  to  be 
drawn  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council  of  Bengal,  payable  at  .gfi.y 
days  sight,  provided  the  state  of  the  Company’s  disposable  money  in 
England  shall  be  such  as  shall  enable  them  to  pay  the  said  bills  of 
exchange  after  providing  for  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent  per  annum  to  the 
proprietors  and  not  otherwise,  which  conditional  words  must  be  inserted 
in  all  such  bills  of  exchange;  nor  must  they  he  drawn  upon  any  other 
terms  whatever.  This  is  the  present  state  of  the  business;  if  any  altera¬ 
tions  take  place  you  will  be  duly  informed  thereof;  if  not  you  will  con- 
sider  the  above  as  an  agreement,  and  be  governed  accordingly  until  you 
shall  receive  our  further  instructions  on  the  subject. 


]  have  paid  due  attention  to  the  case  of  military  officers  in 
India  .who  complain  of  hardship  in  having  done  the  duty  of  absentees, 
when  such  absentees  are  permitted  to  return  to  India  with  the  rank  which 

;„5-OU  ,  ave.  he!d  bad  theY  *n°l  resigned  the  Company’s  service;  and 
we  have  determined,  that  no  military  officer  returning  from  India  on 
private  affairs,  or  for  any  other  cause,  except  for  the  recovery  of  health, 
for  ZZ  case . except ^ it  shall  have  been  judged  absolutely  necessary 

sureeon  of^he^p011  ^  •  m'ust  be  atlested  lby  the  principal 

be  Sre  ^mL  !r  ,Presidency  under  his  hand  and  seal)  shall  henceforth 

than  hed^i  d^m,°  ^  .ComPany's  se™ce  in  India  with  higher  rank 
an  he  enjoyed  at  the  time  of  his  resignation;  and  even  in  cases  where 
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want  of  health  is  the  lone  cause  of  resignation,  officers  shall  not  b 
allowed  alter  long  absence,  and  at  very  distant  periods,  to  return  wit] 
the  rank  which  they  would  have  held  if  no  such  resignation  had  happened 
But  indulgence  ol  this  kind  shall  be  restricted  to  three  years'  residence 
here,  or  to  a  reasonable  space  of  .time,  to  be  computed  from  the  day  o 
resi° nation  to  the  day  of  re-admission  into  the  service,  of  which  you  shal 
be  particularly  ad\  ised  whenever  an)  military  officer  shall  return  to  Indi; 
under  the  above  circumstances. 

r>q  As  our  Commander  in  Chief  has  represented  that  the  dismissior 
of  officers  who  were  originally  entertained  as  cadets  without  the  permis 
sion  ol  the  Court  of  Dilectors  would  be  so  diametrically  opposite  to  tin 
oood  of  the  service  that  to  adhere  to  the  letter  of  the  Court’s  order, 
would,  in  the  present  situation  of  thing’s,  be  a  dangerous  measure,  anc 
that  if  put  in  loice  he  could  not  be  answerable  for  the  service,  we  mus 
acquiesce  in  the  appointment  of  those  officers;  but  as  we  shall  not  fail  tc 
send  a  sufficient  numbei  of  cadets  to  keep  our  establishment  oif  officer 
complete  we  hereby  renew  the  prohibition  of  making  cadets,  or  admitting 
any  person  in  oui  military  service,  except  by  the  authority  of  the  Cour 

of  Directors. 


(io.  It  is  with  great  satisfaction  we  have  received  a  letter  from  om 
Chief  and  Factors  at  Anjengo,  dated  the  (kh  of  August  1781,  enclosing 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Eyre  Coote  to  Colone 
Braithwaite.  dated  the  (kh  July,  containing  the  very  agreeable  informatior 
of  the  success  of  our  army  on  the  Coast,  the  1st  of  that  month,  in  a  genera, 
action  with  Hscler  Ally  Cawn,  between  Porto  Novo  and  Mootepollam 
in  which  .fooo  of  the  enemv  were  killed  including  many  of  their  principal 
officers,  and  Meer  Sail)  mortally  wounded7. 

6 1.  By  the  same  channel  we  learn  that  the  Swallow  packet  reached 
Madrass  the  22nd  of  June,  and  the  Rodney  the  12th  of  July;  that  the 
army  commanded  1>\  Sir  Eyio  Coote  passed  Permacoil  the  18th  of  July, 
with  a  view  to  effect  a  junction  with  a  large  detachment  of  Bengal  troops 
which,  with  three*  battalions  from  the  Northern  Circars,  had  been  foi 
sometime  on  their  way  to  Madrass  where,  by  the  last  advices,  they  were 

nearly  arrived. 

* 

65.  Our  Governor  and  Select  Committee  of  Bombay  also  inform  us 
in  their  letter  ol  the  28th  July  last,  that  by  a  letter  from  the  Goveinoi 
General  and  Council,  dated  the  7*^  May,  they  were  advised  that  ar 
engagement  had  been  formed  with  the  Government  of  Berar;  that  the 
principal  points  were  for  a  body  of  cavalry  to  join  Colonel  Pearse’s5 
detachment  and  assist  in  the  war  against  Hyder  Ally,  for  the  Berar  arm) 
immediately  to  leave  the  province  of  Orissa,  for  an  expedition  agamsi 
Gurrahmandulla  to  be  aided  bv  the  Company  s  troops;  and  that  anothei 
article  was  preliminary  to  a  still  nearer  connexion  of  the  two  Govern 
ments,  fixing  also  the  means  by  which  it  might  be  effected. 

(k>r  In  this  imperfect  state  of  information  we  are  unable  to  judge 
of  the  propriety  of  the  engagement  entered  into  with  the  Rajah  of  Berar 
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and  equally  so  to  issue  orders  on  the  subject,  because  long  before  this 
can  reach  you  we  apprehend  it  must  have  had  its  operation;  we  hope 
the  event  will  justify  the  measure  .and  manifest  the  wisdom  of  ihe  pro¬ 
ceedings.  We  cannot,  however,  sufficiently  commend  the  active  zeal  and 
vigorous  exertion  of  our  Governor  General  and  Council,  which  have  so 
effectually  contributed  to  reverse  the  scene  in  the  Carnatic.  The  beany 
concurrence  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  our  Commander  in  Chief,  his  readiness  to 
proceed  to  the  Coast  and  to  undertake  service,  big  with  danger  and  diffi¬ 
culties,  when  the  welfare  of  his  country  and  the  interests  of  the  Compans 
required  it,  were  truly  worthy  his  character  and  the  high  trust  reposed  in 
him;  and  the  consequences,  so  far  as  hath  come  to  our  knowledge,  have 
even  exceeded  the  benefits  expected  to  arise  from  the  united  effoits  of 
superior  ability  and  good  conduct,  and  in  no  instance  does  this  more 
evidently  appear  than  in  the  revival  of  that  military  spirit,  which  had 
been  depressed  by  recent  and  most  alarming  misfortunes,  and  in  the 
restoration  of  that  proper  degree  of  confidence  in  the  Commander  in  Chief 
which  must  have  inspired  our  troops  when  such  incredible  numbers  of 
resolute  enemies  were  obliged  to  yield  to  the  superior  brawn  and  steady 
perseverance  of  our  comparatively  small  army.  We  trust  the  General 
has  been  equally  successful  in  his  future  operations,  and  that  witlt  the 
reinforcements,  which  we  have  reason  to  hope  arrived  in  time  to  co¬ 
operate,  Sir  Eyre  Coote  has  been  enabled  to  act  upon  the  offensive,  and 
with  effect  both  against  Hyder  and  the  Dutch  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel. 

64.  The  success  of  General  Goddard8,  particularly  against  Bassein, 
is  highly  agreeable  to  us;  the  last  event  adds  much  to  the  honor  of  that 
excellent  officer  and  the  troops  under  his  command.  We  embrace  the 
opportunity  afforded  by  this  favorable  turn  of  affairs  to  inculcate  the 
sentiments,  so  often  communicated  to  \ou,  that  a  safe  and  speedy  peace 
with  all  Indian  powers  is  our  primary  consideration.  This  must  nevu- 
he  forgotten,  nor  must  any  step  be  taken  but  such  as  shall  have  a  direct 
tendency  to  accomplish  this  desirable  object. 

65.  It  is  also  necessary  to  repeat  to  you  that  France  continues  vigorous 

preparations  for  India.  You  are  therefore  to  be  well  on  your  «uard. 
The  stations  you  hold  are  important.  The  welfare  of  your  country  and 
the  prosperity  of  the  East  India  Company  depend,  in  an  eminent  decree 
upon  your  vigilance,  ability,  activity  and  prudence  in  which  \w  repow 
the  greatest  confidence.  1 


66.  We  are  concerned  to  find  that  considerable  quantities  of  salt 
petre  are  brought  from  India  to  Europe  in  neutral  vessels.  It  is  your 
duty  in  time  of  war  to  prevent  our  enemies  from  obtaining  anv  of  that 
article  in  India;  and  you  will  be  particularly  careful  that  no  «xeaier 
quantity  than  has  been  usual  be  delivered,  during  the  present  troubles 
to  the  subjects  of  any  neutral  power  or  state  whatever. 

67.  It  is  needless  to  enter  upon  an  examination  of  the  proposed 

treaty  with  the  Dutch  for  the  Tinnevelly  country.  Nothin*  but  the 

most  desperate  necessity  could  have  warranted  such  cession  of  teiritorv 

* 
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to  the  Dutch.  However,  as  Great  Britain  and  the  States  General  are 
♦  at  open  war,  every  effort  must  be  continued  to  guard  against,  and,  if 
possible,  to  reduce  and  destroy  the  power  of  the  Dutch  in  India. 

68.  Having  considered  the  several  applications  which  have  been 
made  to  us  for  the  pavment  of  the  salaries  of  the  Governor  General 
and  Council  in  the  same  manner  as  was  ordered  to  be  made  to  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  taken  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor  General  and  of  our  Standing  Council  thereon,  we  direct 
that  the  salaries  of  the  Governor  General  and  Council  be  paid  in  the 
like  manner,  and  at  the  rate  we  ordered  the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  by  33rd,  34th,  35th,  36th  and  37th  paragraphs  of  our 
Separate  Letter  of  the  15th  December  1775. 

69.  The  inattention  of  our  Governor  General  and  Council  to  the 

orders  we  gave  in  the  81st  paragraph  of  our  letter  of  30th  March  1774, 

respecting  the  estate  of  Captain  Summers  deceased,  has  been  inconvenient 

and  expensive  to  the  Company.  We  see  by  your  consultations  that  the 
letter  was  read  in  Council  20th  October  1774,  and  on  24th  of  the  same 

month  referred  to  the  Sub  Treasurer  to  report  the  state  of  the  account 

of  Captain  Summers’s  estate,  and  from  this  time  it  does  not  appear  that 
anv  notice  has  been  taken  of  our  orders. 

70.  But  by  your  cash  account  we  find  that  in  February  1775  the 
bonds  given  for  account  of  Captain  Summers’s  estate  to  the  amount  of 
current  rupees  27,143-6-3  for  principal  and  interest  were  paid  off.  We 
further  find  that  on  the  28th  March  1777,  Mr.  Hastings  paid  into  our 
treasury  current  rupees  29.196-12  on  account  of  the  estate  of  Captain 
Henry  Summers,  and  finally  it  appears  by  your  consultations  that  on 
24th  January  1780,  the  last  mentioned  sum  was  ordered  to  be  paid  out 
to  Messrs  Francis  and  Ducarrel  who  claimed  it  as  attornies  to  the  estate 
of  Captain  Henry  Summers.  Why  the  money  was  paid  out  in  1775, 
afterwards  received  into  our  treasury  in  1777,  and  again  paid  out  in 
January  1780,  does  not  appear.  We  can  only  say  that  this  money  having 
become  the  property  of  the  Company  by  virtue  of  the  deed  of  assignment 
referred  to,  and  sent  you  with  our  said  letter  of  30th  March  1774,  and 
the  Company  being  answerable  for  it,  the  money  ought  not  to  have 
been  paid  out  of  our  treasury;  but,  in  conformity  to  the  assignment  and 
our  orders,  you  should  have  kept  the  money  and  made  up  the  account 
of  Captain  Summers’s  estate  and  sent  us  a  certificate  thereof. 

71.  The  neglect  of  our  Governor  General  and  Council  in  this  respect 
occasioned  a  suit  being  brought  against  the  Company  in  the  year  1779, 
upon  the  covenants  contained  in  the  deed  of  assignment:  the  Company 
were  under  great  difficulty  in  defending  the  suit,  not  knowing  whether  the 
money  was  or  was  not  in  their  hands  or  how  they7  were  to  make  up  the 
account.  The  result  of  this  suit,  after  various  proceedings,  has  been  that 
the  Company  have  been  obliged  to  pay  the  demand  of  the  executors 
of  Trinder,  under  the  assignment,  to  the  amount  of  £2, 937-10-4 
besides  costs. 
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2471  17  O 

4<>5  *3  4 

2()37  IO  4 

which  sums  the  Company  are  now  in  disburse,  besides  £38-3  paid  for 
the  cost  of  the  executors  of  Trinder,  oif  the  Company’s  own  costs  and 
the  interest  of  the  money  advanced. 

The  way  the  account  is  made  up  is  as  follows: 

12th  February  1775:  cash  in  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  treasury  on  account  of  the 
estate  of  Captain  Summers  by  account 
then  made  np  current  rupees  27143 

at  25.  id.  is  .  2827  7  1 1 

Deduct  principal  of  Trinder’s  bond  £600  o  o 

Interest  1  year  6  months  and  13  days 
from  30th  July  1773  to  12th  February 
1775  at  5  Per  cent  •  46  1  2 

-  64  f>  1  2 

Due  from  the  Company  to  Trinder’s 
executors  to  be  paid  in  England 

according  to  the  assignment  .  .  /  2181  6  9 

5  years’  interest  thereon  at  8  per  cent 
from  12  th  February  1775  to  12  th 
February  1780 . 872  10  3 

Deduct  8  months’  interest  at  8  per  cent 

allowed  for  remittances  .  .  .  116  6  8 

-  756  3  7 

*937  i°  4 

72.  In  strictness  we  might  require  to  be  reimbursed  all  our  damages 
and  costs,  but  as  we  have  no  reason  to  think  that  there  has  been  any  thing 
intentionally  wrong  in  the  business  we  will  be  content  to  have  it  settled 
in  the  following  equitable  manner,  and  direct  that  you  require  payment 
accordingly,  viz.,  that  Mr.  Hastings  should  pay  interest  at  the  rate  of  8 
per  cent  for  the  27,143  rupees,  whilst  the  money  was  in  his  hands  from 
February  1775  to  28th  March  i777>  allowing  him  as  a  part  of  such  interest 
the  sum  of  rupees  2,053,  which  he  paid  into  our  treasury  in  March  1777 
more  than  he  received  from  thence  in  February  1775,  and  that  Messrs. 
Francis  and  Ducarel  should  pay  back  the  29*19®  rupees  received  by  them 


16th  February  1780:  the  Company  paid 
in  part  of  the  demand  under  a  rule  of 

Court  . 

2nd  July  1781:  the  Company  paid  ihe 
remainder  of  the  demand  settled  by 
the  Master  at . 
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in  January  1780,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent.  This  mode  of 
settlement  appears  to  us  to  be  perfectly  equitable  in  respect  to  Messrs. 
Hastings,  Francis  and  Ducarel  who  cannot  complain  of  any  hardship  in 
only  paying  interest  for  the  money  whilst  it  was  in  their  hands. 

73.  You  will  observe  that  by  the  29th  section  of  the  Act  of  the  21st 
of  His  Present  Majesty  for  establishing  an  agreement  between  the  public 
and  the  Company,  “  the  Company’s  servants  and  other  British  subjects 
resident  in  India  are  prohibited  lending  money  to  foreign  companies  or 
foreign  European  merchants,  and  from  purchasing  goods  on  their  accounts, 
and  from  being  concerned  in  such  transactions  and  from  giving  credit  by 
bills  of  exchange  on  persons  in  Europe.”  This  prohibition  took  its  rise 
from  well-grounded  information  of  many  British  subjects  having  been 
concerned  in  transactions  of  this  nature,  to  the  very  great  prejudice  of  the 
Company.  Offenders  against  this  Act  may  be  prosecuted  for  a  high 
misdemean[our]  and  the  punishment  upon  conviction  will  be  very 
severe. 


74.  We  hope  that  the  legislative  prohibition  (independent  of  the 
dread  of  punishment)  will  be  sufficient  to  stop  the  mischief,  but  lest  it 
should  not  it  behoves  us  and  our  servants  in  the  government  of  our 
affairs  in  India  -to  be  very  attentive  to  every  transaction  of  this  nature. 
If  any  persons  shall  be  daring  enough,  in  defiance  of  the  law,  either  by 
themselves  or  as  agents  for  others,  to  aid  other  companies  or  foreign 
merchants  in  -their  European  trade  they  will  incur  our  highest  displeasure 
and  resentment,  and  besides  such  punishment  as  we  can  inflict  ourselves, 
we  are  determined  to  prosecute  them  at  law  with  the  utmost  rigor. 

75.  That  no  one  may  plead  ignorance  of  the  law  or  of  our  resolution 
to  enforce  a  due  observance  of  it,  we  direct  that  you  cause  public  notice 
to  be  given  thereof;  and  if  you  shall  discover  any  persons  in  our  service 
being  concerned  in  such  transactions,  we  direct  that  you  forthwith  suspend 
them,  and  if  -such  discovery  fall  on  licensed  traders,  you  are  to  declare 
their  licences  void,  withdraw  our  protection  from  them  and  require  them 
to  return  to  England. 

76.  In  all  such  cases,  we  direct  that  you  collect  the  evidence  on 
which  your  charge  shall  -be  founded,  and  inform  us  thereof  at 
large  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  take  proper  legal  measures  against  the 
offenders. 


77.  This  is  a  business  of  so  much  importance  to  the  Company  that 
we  must  direct  you  will  use  your  utmost  exertions  therein.  It  is  not  pro¬ 
bable  that  transactions  of  this  kind  will  be  avowed  and  carried  on  in  an 
open  manner,  wherefore  it  may  be  right  to  encourage  those  who  have 
knowledge  thereof  to  give  information  to  this  end.  We  direct  that  you 
will  cause  it  to  be  made  known  that  every  person  who  shall  discover  any 
offender  or  offenders  against  this  Act,  so  that  he  or  they  may  be  prosecuted 
thereon,  will  merit  our  favor  and  future  protection  and  may  be  assured  of 
promotion  in  our  service. 
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*8  We  have  given  the  like  orders  witli  these  to  out  othu  I  icsidencics 
and  to  our  supra  cargos  in  China,  and  we  direct  that  jou  will  not  only 
exert  yourselves  to  prevent  offences  and  punish  oHcndcis  at  your  own 
Presidency  but  that  you  give  your  utmost  assistance  thcicin  at  othci  places. 
For  this  purpose  you  are  constantly,  by  the  earliest  oppoiiunilv,  to  appiizc 
our  Governors  and  Councils  at  our  other  Presidencies  and  om  supia  caigos 
in  China  of  what  you  shall  know,  or  have  reason  to  suspect,  hath  been  oi 
shall  be  intended  to  be  done  there  in  oidei  to  enable  them  to  investigate 
and  take  proper  proceedings  thereon. 

79.  As  your  proceedings  relative  to  copper  mines  and  coinage  aie  but 
lately  received  we  shall  not,  by  the  present  conveyance,  enter  upon  that 
minute  investigation  of  the  subject  which  its  importance  deserves,  but  wc 
do  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  declare  that  the  contracts  ciucicd  into  with 
Mr.  Prinsep  are  highly  prejudicial  to  our  interest. 


80.  If  it  were  proper  under  any  circumstances  to  open  mines  in  Bengal 
it  must  be  on  account  of  the  Company  alone,  as  the  authority  necessary  tor 
that  purpose  and  the  consequences  must  be  too  impoitant  to  render  it 
prudent  to  invest  any  individual  or  number  of  individuals  with  such 
authority. 


81.  In  regard  to  coinage  by  an  individual  it  is  also  utterly  improper. 
The  Company  are,  and  ought  to  be,  accountable,  so  far  as  can  be  the  case, 
for  the  purity  and  propriety”  of  the  coin  of  Bengal.  Their  responsibility 
cannot  be  transferred,  and  consequently  their  authority  must  not,  on  any 
account  whatever,  be  delegated. 


8 2.  We  observe  in  the  original  agreement  with  Mr,  Prinsep  a  powci  of 
annulling  or  suspending  the  same  at  the  expiration  of  three  years  is  icsci  ved 
to  us.  We  therefore  direct  that  you  forthwith  give  him  notice  ol  our 
determination  in  no  event  to  continue  the  contract  beyond  the  term  of 
three  years,  and  require  Mr.  Prinsep  immediately  to  surrender  the 
grants  or  contracts  for  mining  and  coinage;  and  we  do  hereby  positively 
direct  that  from  the  receipt  of  this  letter  no  individual,  whatever,  shall 
be  suffered  to  open  or  work  any  copper  mine  or  inlcrfcie  in  any  manner 
with  the  copper  coinage. 


83.  We  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  disapprove  of  the  above  measures 
in  terms  so  strong  and  positive  because  wc  do  not  perceive  that  vou 
have  been  influenced  by  oilier  motives  than  what  appeared  to  you  to 
be  the  interest  of  the  Company;  but  we  direct  that  in  future  every 
engagement  of  such  importance  be  referred  to  our  ultimate  decision, 
except  in  cases  that  will  not  admit  of  delay. 

84.  We  have  not  been  inattentive  to  your  proceedings  lespcciing 
the  appointment  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey10  to  be  Judge  of  the  Suddcr 
Dewanny  Adawlut,  but  as  that  appointment  is  now  under  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  as  the  Committee 
have  not  yet  made  their  report  to  the  House,  wc  think  it  proper  to  wait 
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the  determination  of  Parliament  on  the  subject,  when  \ou  shall,  so 
soon  as  possible,  be  advised  thereof  for  your  guidance. 

85.  if  the  persons  sent  out  as  recruits,  but  represented  by  \ou  to 
be  of  the  rank  of  gentlemen  and  are  now  serving  as  a  corp  of  volunteers 
attached  to  the  artillery  in  the  detachment  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Pearsc,  have  behaved  to  your  satisfaction  we  authorize  you  to  place  them 
at  -the  end  of  this  year’s  list  of  cadets. 

86.  As  the  number  of  His  Majesty’s  troops  destined  for  Fort  St. 
George  will  be  so  very  considerable  we  have  directed  the  President  and 
Council  there  to  forward  to  you  all  the  Company’s  recruits  to  be  sent  out 
this  season,  except  so  many  as  can  be  accommodated  on  board  the  Royal 
Bishop  or  other  proper  conveyances  for  Bombay. 

87.  His  Majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased  to  order  a  regiment 
of  light  dragoons  dismounted,  and  two  regiments  of  foot,  to  proceed 
to  the  East  Indies  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  Company’s 
possessions  we  hereby  inform  you  they  embark  on  hoard  the  ships  now 
under  dispatch  for  India. 

88.  Instructions  have  been  given  -by  our  Chairman  and  Deputy 
Chairman  to  provide  horses  to  be  in  readiness  for  the  dragoons,  in  order 
to  render  them  fit  for  immediate  service  upon  their  arrival,  and  we  rely 
upon  these  instructions  having  been  duly  complied  with. 

89.  The  strength  of  the  regiments  and  lists  of  the  officers  are  as 
follow,  viz.. 

Establishment  of  a  regiment  of  light  dragoons  commanded  by 

Colonel  Sir  John  Burgoyne}  Baronet 

l  colonel  and  captain;  1  lieutenant  colonel  and  captain;  1 

major  and  captain;  3  captains  more;  6  lieutenants;  6  cornets;  6 

quarter  masters;  1  chaplain;  1  adjutant;  1  surgeon;  1  surgeon’s  mate; 

24  serjeants;  24  corporals;  6  trumpeters;  6  hautboys;  324  private 
men  =  4i2. 


Establishment  \of  a  regiment  of  foot ,  commanded  by 

Colonel  Robert  Sandford 

1  colonel  and  captain;  1  lieutenant  colonel  and  captain;  1  major 
and  captain;  9  captains  more;  26  lieutenants;  xo  ensigns;  1  chaplain; 
1  adjutant;  1  quarter  master;  1  surgeon;  2  surgeon’s  mates;  60  ser¬ 
jeants;  60  corporals;  24  drummers;  2  lifers;  1200  private  men  =1400. 

Colonel  William  Rowley’s  Regiment 

Of  the  same  establishment  [as  above]. 
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List  of  the  officers  of  the  Twenty-third  Regiment  of  Light  Diagoom 

Rank  in  the 


Regiment 

A )  my 

Colonel— Sir  John  Burgoyne, 

Bart. 

24  Sept.  1781 

29  Aug.  1777 

M.  Genl. 

E.  Indies 

1  si  June 

Lieut.  Col. — John  Floyd  ... 

24  Sept.  1781 

J78['i] 

Major — Thomas  Nash 

24  Sept.  1781 

Captains — Jonathan  Thomas 

24  Sept.  1781 

28  June  1779 

John  Beckwith  ... 

2 7  Sept.  1781 

Thos.  Crewe  Dodd 

28  Sept.  1781 

Capt.  Lieut. — John  Pctley  ... 

29  Sept.  1781 

Lieutenants — Wm.  Gilbert 

Child 

24  Sept.  1781 

2G  Feb.  1780 

William  Walton 

2 5  Sept.  1781 

23  Mar.  [1780] 

Guy  Henry 

Crawford 

2 7  Sept.  1781 

T.  J.  Venables 

Hinde 

28  Sept.  1781 

William  Sage  ... 

3  Dec.  1781 

9  Oct.  [1778] 

Cornets — George  Williams  ... 

24  Sept.  1781 

John  Campbell  ... 

25  Sept.  1781 

Thomas  Eyre 
¥ 

26  Sept.  1781 

John  Horsefall 

27  Sept.  1781 

John  Jaffrcy 

28  Sept.  1781 

Robert  Anstey 

29  Sept.  1781 

Adjutant — Robert  Hilton  ... 

24  Sept.  1781 

Surgeon — John  McCulloch  ... 

24  Sept.  1781 

List  of  the  officers 

of  the  ioisI  Regiment  of  Foot 

Colonel — Robert  Sandlord  ... 

24  Sept.  1781 

Maj.  Gen.  19  Oct.  1781 

Lieut.  Colonel — Andrew 

Gordon  ... 

24  Sept.  1781 

Major — Thomas  Adams 

24  Sept.  1781 

Lieut.  Col. 29  Aug.  1777 

Captains — Athol  Douglas  ... 

15  Sept.  3781 

9  Apr.  1781 

Francis  Fuller 

1G  Sept.  1781 

9  Apr.  3  78 1 

Henry  St.  George 

Cole 

17  Sept.  1781 

10  Apr.  1781 

George  Freer 

18  Sept.  1781 

23  Apr.  1781 

Smollet  Campbell 

19  Sept.  1781 

10  May  1781 

Charles  Baillie  . . . 

20  Sept.  1781 

8  June  3781 

John  Jackson 

21  Sept.  1781 

17  June  1781 

Capt,  Lieut. — Charles 

Robertson 

24  Sept.  1781 

Lieutenants — Anthony  Ellwood 

12  Sept.  1781 

9  Apr.  1781 

John  Shaw 

13  Sept.  1781 

10  Apr.  1781 

55  JANUARY  1785 


25 


Rank  in  the 


-Richard  Jen¬ 

Regiment 

nings 

14  Sept. 

1781 

10 

John  Napier  ... 

15  Sept. 

1781 

10 

William  Inncs 

16  Sept. 

1781 

11 

John  Moore  ... 

17  Sept. 

1781 

24 

John  Brisset  . . . 
Packenham 

18  Sept. 

1781 

5 

Bcatly 

50  Sept. 

1781 

19 

Henry  Dunn  ... 

51  Sept. 

1781 

55 

Robert  Wood  ... 

55  Sept. 

1781 

18 

Gavin  King  ... 

53  Sept. 

1781 

7 

Breon  Boides 
William  Rolfc 

54  Sept. 

1781 

19 

Army 


Ensigns- 


Elsden 

William  Roberts 
Henry  Carey 
Fanning 
Thomas  Fairi- 
lough 

Henry  Pember¬ 
ton 

Archibald  Ing¬ 
ram 

William  Me. 

Gillwray 
John  Braitli- 
waite 

Mungo  Noble 
-Dug aid  Campbell 
Charles  Ross 
John  Puscley 
William  Montgo¬ 
mery 

Thomas  Howell  ... 
William  Ryan 
William  Dane 
James  Irwin 

Adjutant — Edmond  Coglilau 
Quarter  Master — Andrew 

Pallas  ... 

Surgeon — Girdlcstone 

List  of  the  officers 

Colonel — William  Rowley  ... 
Lieut.  Colonel — Gordon 

Forbes  ... 

Major — Thomas  Jones 
Captains — Thomas  Armstrong 


1781 

1781 

1781 
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25 

Sept. 

1781 

56 

Sept. 

1781 

57 

Sept. 

1781 

58 

Sept. 

1781 

29 

Sept. 

1781 

7 

July 

1781 

29 

Sept. 

1781 

3° 

Sept. 

1781 

1 

Oct. 

1781 

1 0 

1  j 

Dec. 

1781 

50 

Sept. 

1781 

10 

May 

1781 

51 

Sept. 

1781 

10 

May 

1781 

55 

Sept. 

1781 

8 

June 

1781 

23 

Sept. 

1781 

*7 

June 

1781 

54 

Sept. 

1781 

Nov. 

1781 

3° 

June 

1781 

8 

Nov. 

1781 

56 

July 

1781 

14 

Nov. 

1781 

34 

Sept. 

1781 

24 

Sept. 

1781 

H 

Sept. 

1781 

of 

the  102nd 

Regiment 

of  Foot 

24 

Sept. 

1781 

Maj.  Gen.  19 

Oct.  1 

7[8i] 

34 

Sept. 

1781 

3  4 

Sept. 

1781 

Lt.  Col. 

*9 

Aug. 

1777 

*7 

Sept. 

1781 

31 

May 

l78l 

s6 
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Rank  in  the 


Captains — Thomas  Honey- 

borne 

Godfrey  Feather- 
stone 

George  Browne 
Arthur  Pyne 
George  Hallam  ... 
Richard 
Gardiner 

Capt.  Lieut. — John  Church 
Lieutenants — Robert  Gale 

Edward 
Sweetman  ... 
George  Mannix 
Harris  Power 
Richard 
Dobbins 
Henry  Munro 
William  lies 
George  Power 
Mathew  Lalor 
Thomas 
Robinson  ... 
Hugh  Allgood 
Hansard 
Thomas  Stam¬ 
ford 

*  *  • 

Morgan  Stanley 
Madlycott  Cane 
Laurence  Heron 
James  William 
U  nwin 

William  Pat¬ 
terson 

John  Green  ... 
John  Green  ... 
Andrew  Arm¬ 
strong 

Ensigns — Robert  Gregg 
Edward  Lucas 
Edward  Loyd 
Tanfield 

_  *  •  « 

Thomas  Paterson  ... 

John  Thomas 

Dennis  Kelly 

Armstrong 

Mathew  Jenour  ... 


Regiment 

19  Sept.  1781 

20  Sept.  1781 

21  Sept.  1781 

22  Sept.  1781 
2.J-  Oct.  1781 

(i  Nov.  1781 
24  Sept.  1781 
12  Sept.  1781 

14  Sepi.  1781 

15  Sept.  1781 

16  Sept.  1781 

17  Sept.  1781 

18  Sept.  1781 

19  Sept.  1781 

20  Sept.  1781 

21  Sept.  1781 

22  Sept.  1781 

23  Sept.  178] 

24  Sept.  1781 

25  Sept.  1781 

26  Sept,  1781 

27  Sept.  1781 

28  Sept.  1781 

5  Dec.  i  78 1 

6  Dec.  1781 

7  Dec.  1781 

8  Dec.  1781 

21  Sept.  1781 

22  Sept.  1781 

23  sept.  1781 

24  Sept.  1781 

25  Sept.  1781 
21  Nov.  1781 

12  Dec.  1781 
14  Dec.  1781 


28  May  1 78 1 

28  May  1781 

3  Junc 
5  June  1781 

27  Dec.  1778 


c>  «» 

Ma) 

I78l 

24 

Mav 

1781 

at> 

Mav 

I78l 

28 

Mav 

4 

I78l 

May 

I78l 

Mav 

* 

1781 

l) 

fane 

I78l 

1  2 

Nov. 

1778 

2i> 

July 

I78l 

8 

Aug. 

l/8l 

20 

>SC|)l. 

I78l 

20  May  3781 

1  Sept.  1781 
28  May  3781 
8  June  1781 
25  July  1781 

3  May  1780 
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Chaplain — Fras.  Coleman 

Negiis 

Adjutant — Thomas  Dwyer  ... 
Quarter  Master — Benjamin 

Garnet 

Surgeon — Thomas  Kerr 


Rank  in  the 

Regiment  Army 

24  Sept.  1781 
54  Sept.  1781 

54  Sept.  1781 
54  Sept.  1781 


90.  In  order  to  regulate  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  we  have 
deputed  George  Cuming,  Richard  Hall  and  John  Smith  Esquires,  of 
the  Court  of  Directors,  to  proceed  to  Portsmouth,  who  will  also  acquaint 
you  of  the  number  of  men  embarked  on  each  respective  ship  and  of 
such  other  circumstances  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  your 
information. 


91.  As  the  Company  have,  on  former  occasions,  made  such  addi¬ 
tions  to  the  pay  of  His  Majesty’s  troops  serving  in  the  East  Indies  as 
have  rendered  the  tvhole  of  their  allowances  equal  to  the  pay  and  bait  a 
of  our  own  troops  it  is  our  pleasure  that  the  like  additions  be  now 
made,  which  will  be  in  the  following  proportions,  viz.. 

To  the  captain  of  each  company — 5  shillings  a  day. 

Lieutenants — 1  shilling  a  day. 

Ensigns — 1  shilling  a  day. 

Serjeants — 2d.  each  a  day. 

Corporals — 2d.  each  a  day. 

Drummers— 2d.  each  a  day. 

Private  men — 2d.  each  a  day. 

92.  You  are  also  to  pay  to  the  following  officers  the  allowance  set 
against  their  names,  viz., 

To  each  chaplain — 1  shilling  a  day. 

Surgeon — 1  shilling  a  day. 

Quarter  Master — 1  shilling  a  day,  and 
Surgeon’s  mates — tod.  each. 

93.  In  regard  to  allowance  of  forage,  wood,  and  straw  in  the  hold, 
and  of  fire  and  candle  in  garrison,  if  such  allowances  be  at  any  time 
made  to  our  own  troops,  our  order  is  that  His  Majesty’s  British  and 
Hanoverian  troops  be  put  exactly  on  the  same  footing;  but  no  innova¬ 
tions  are  to  be  made  nor  new  and  unusual  charges  introduced  on  any 
account  whatever. 


94.  It  is  our  meaning  that  the  field  allowances  to  be  made  to  His 
Majesty’s  British  and  Hanoverian  officers  shall  be  equal  to  the  batta 
allowed  to  our  own  officers  in  the  field. 

95.  If  any  money,  stores  or  provisions  shall  be  advanced  or  furnish¬ 
ed  by  )ou  to  His  Majesty’s  troops  over  and  above  the  allowances  granted 
by  our  orders  and  of  the  amount  required  by  law  to  be  paid  by  the 
Company,  you  must  take  care  to  adjust  your  accounts  thereof  with  the 
proper  officers,  and  to  have  them  duly  certified;  you  are  also  to  take 
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bills  on  the  Board  of  Ordnance  or  011  such  of  His  Majesty's  officers 
in  England  whose  province  it  may  be  to  pay  such  bills  or  to  allow  such 
accounts. 

96.  The  troops  now  sent  are  designed  to  proceed  immediately  to 
the  Presidency  o£  Fort  St.  George;  but  if  the  publick  service  shall  require 
them  at  any  of  our  other  settlements  due  care  must  be  taken  to  provide 
them  with  necessary  accommodations  for  that  purpose. 

97.  It  is  our  express  order,  that  you  treat  the  officers  of  His 
Majesty's  British  and  Hanoverian  forces  with  every  due  mark  of  respect; 
and  that  you  take  especial  care  to  cultivate  a  good  unci ci standing  and 
to  preserve  the  most  perfect  harmony  between  the  King’s  and 'Com¬ 
pany’s  troops,  during  the  time  the  former  shall  remain  aL  your 
settlement. 


98.  No  officer  or  officers  in  His  Majesty’s  service  in  India  shall  be 
paid  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  in  advance,  except  the  amount  of  one 
month’s  allowance  authorized  by  us  to  be  made  to  such  officer  or 
officers. 

99.  You  are  to  take  care  that  His  Majesty’s  British  forces  and  the 
Hanoverian  regiment  be  properly  accommodated  with  barracks,  or  places 
to  lodge  in,  when  at  your  settlement  and  not  in  the  field;  and,  in 

general,  that  the  same  attention  be  paid  to  their  welfare  as  to  that  of 
our  own  troops. 

100.  ^  The  commanders  ol  our  ships  arc  paid  the  following  sums  by 
us  for  dieting  at  their  respective  tables  the  officers  of  His"  Majesty’s 
British  troops  and  the  officers  belonging  to  the  15th  Regiment  of 
Hanoverians,  viz., 

.For  the  commanding  officer  ...  ...  r,gr 

For  the  lieutenant  colonel  ...  i-1(,r 

For  a  major  ...  ...  ...  £  ^ 

For  a  captain  ...  ...  ...  r  8‘’ 

For  all  other  commissioned  and  stall  officers  with 

surgeon’s  mates  ...  ...  ...  £  ^  cadl 

.  .,101,'  ^5  haye  asrced  to  P ay  <-hc  owners  of  the  ships  £\n  )>er  head 

ngland  for  the  accommodation  of  the  private  men.  We  have  also 

essence  of  malt  .. ..  ^  ,  .  .  .  1^  sugar,  lemon  juice  and 

districted  ™  ship>  and  ordcrcd  tllc  articles  to  be 

stributed,  from  time  to  time,  amongst  the  soldiers  in  such  quantities 

Soon,7  ^  neCeSST;  and  We  direct  thal  on  the  landing  of  ai  v  of  the 
duly^observcd  7°"““*“  whether  this  regulation  has  bc'ai 

on  the  subject.  d  P  What  “ay  be  necessary  for  ^ur  information 

enquire  whether1  the  ^  ?  CVCr>'  shiP’  mu»t  not  fail  to 

private  men  huL^lvf  ?  been  proPerly  accommodated,  and  the 
P  men  humanely  treated  by  our  commanders;  your  reports  on  these 
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points  must  be  full  and  impartial  as  we  are  determined  that  improper 
conduct  in  any  of  our  commanders,  respecting  the  troops  on  board,  shall 
be  attended  with  dismission  from  the  service. 

103.  No  officer  in  His  Majesty’s  service  in  India  shall  receive  the 
Company’s  allowance  of  additional  pay  in  two  capacities,  except  the 
adjutant  and  quarter  master;  but  those  officers  on  account  of  their  extra 
trouble  and  expense  may  receive  the  allowance  due  to  their  rank  as 
officers,  and  also  to  their  respective  offices. 

104.  We  have  given  strict  orders  that  ihe  surgeons  of  our  ships 
shall  attend  upon  and  take  all  possible  care  of  the  health  of  the 
military  officers  and  private  men  during  the  voyage,  and  if,  upon  exami¬ 
nation,  it  shall  appear  that  this  order  has  been  duly  attended  to,  the 
surgeons  are  to  receive  the  same  head  money  for  this  service  as  is  usually 
allowed  for  our  own  recruits. 

105.  We  think  it  necessary,  for  your  information,  to  furnish  you 
with  a  statement  of  the  full  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  regiment  of  light 
dragoons  commanded  by  Sir  John  Burgoyne,  and  also  with  an  account 
of  the  allowance  which  is  made  to  dragoons  in  England  under  the  deno¬ 
mination  of  grass  money. 

106.  And  as  it  will  be  found  that  the  subsistence  for  Colonel 
Burgoyne’s  regiment  exceeds  the  allowance  settled  by  Parliament  to  be 
paid  by  the  Company  for  that  number  of  men,  the  Secretary  at  War  has 
desired  us  to  give  orders  that  their  subsistence,  agreeably  to  the  account 
now  transmitted,  be  regularly  issued  to  the  said  regiment  in  India;  and 
that  the  difference  between  the  amount  thereof  and  the  allowance  to 
be  paid  by  the  Company  for  that  number  of  men  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
balance  arising  on  the  allowances  to  be  paid  by  the  Company  for  the 
King’s  regiments  of  infantry  employed  in  the  Company’s  service.  This 
request  of  the  Secretary  at  War  has  been  agreed  to,  and  we  therefore 
direct  that  the  subsistence  money  for  Sir  John  Burgoyne’s  regiment  be 
regularly  issued  to  him  in  India,  provided  it  do  not  exceed  the  balances 
aforesaid  arising  on  the  allowances  to  be  paid  to  the  infantry,  that  an 
exact  account  be  kept  thereof,  and  that  such  account,  with  the  difference 
between  the  sums  so  advanced,  and  the  amount  due  by  law  for  the 
number  of  effective  men  in  the  said  regiment,  at  the  time  of  making 
up  the  account,  be  regularly  and  frequently  transmitted  to  you  for  your 
infonnation  and  guidance,  to  enable  )ou  to  deduct  the  surplus  paid  to 
General  Burgoyne’s  regiment  from  the  amount  of  bills  to  be  drawn  on 
account  of  the  regiments  of  infantry. 

107.  We  have  directed  our  President  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George 
to  send  you  frequent  and  exact  musters  of  His  Majesty’s  regiments  of 
infantry,  ascertaining  the  number  of  men  in  each  regiment  separately, 
the  amount  of  subsistence  money  advanced  them,  the  difference  between 
such  amount  and  the  sums  due  by  law,  according  to  the  effective  strength 
of  each  regiment  at  the  time  of  muster,  and  the  sum  total  to  be  drawn 
for  by  you  in  discharge  of  the  amount  required  by  law  to  be  paid  by 
the  Company  annually. 
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108.  As  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  for  us  to  be  regularly  inform¬ 
ed  of  the  state  of  the  ami)  at  each  Presidency  we  direct  that  besides 
the  general  returns  of  all  the  Presidencies  transmitted  b\  our  Commander 
in  Chief  in  India  complete  lists  of  the  officers  and  returns  of  the  troops 
on  your  military  establishment,  specifying  where  stationed  and  the  numbers 
wanted  to  coinpleat  the  establishment,  be  forwarded  b\  every  possible 
opportunity  for  our  particular  information. 

109.  In  the  Court’s  letter  of  the  53rd  of  December  1778,  you  were 
informed  that,  as  the  sum  of  £800  had  been  formerly  allowed  for  defrav- 
ing  the  expenses  of  house  rent  and  of  a  table  to  military  offiiers  in  His 
Majesty’s  service  in  lieu  of  40  shillings  per  day,  which  had  been  formerh 
paid  to  the  colonel  of  a  regiment  for  such  purposes,  you  were  therefore 
authorized  to  make  the  like  allowance  to  Lord  Macleod  and  his  officers, 
to  commence  upon  their  arrival  and  'be  continued  during  the  lime  which 
His  Majesty’s  troops  should  remain  in  India,  which  sum  was  to  be  in  full 
consideration  of  all  expences  whatever  to  be  incurred  by  the  Compain  on 
account  of  the  said  officers,  except  their  batta  in  the  field. 


110.  The  51st  of  March  1780,  the  President  of  our  Select  Conv 
mittee  at  Fort  St.  George  represented  that  as  Lord  Macleod’s  allowances 
from  the  Company,  as  Colonel  Commandant  of  His  Majesty’s  7 3rd 
Regiment,  fell  considerably  short  of  the  allowances  granted  to  captains 
of  the  squadron  he  (the  President)  recommended  that  Lord  Macleod 
should  be  paid  the  sum  wdiich  captains  of  the  navy  receive  from  the 
Compam,  until  the  Court’s  pleasure  should  be  known;  which  being 
approved  by  our  said  Select  Committee  was  ordered  accordingly. 


111.  An  Act  of  Parliament  having  now  been  passed,  by  which  the 
Company  are  required  to  pay  a  large  sum  annually  lor  every  regiment  of 
His  Majesty’s  troops  serving  in  the  East  Indies',  over  and  above  the 
extraordinaries  borne  and  defrayed  by  the  Company,  we  are  under  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  disallowing,  and  we  hereby  disallow  and  annul, 
the  grant  of  the  additional  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum 
added  by  our  late  Select  Committee  of  Fort  St.  George  to  the  allowances 
authorized  by  the  Court  of  Directors  to  be  paid  to  Lord  Macleod.  as 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  73 Regiment;  and  we  also  direct  that  if  the 
like  indulgence  has  been  granted  to  any  other  colonel  of  the  King’s  troops 
in  India  it  be  forthwith  discontinued,  and  that  no  such  extra  charge  be 

incurred  by  the  Company  alter  the  receipt  of  this  our  order  at  vour 
Presidency. 


112. 


although  the  Court  of  Directors,  by  letter  dated  the  rjt’ 
of  April  1776,  approved  the  extra  allowances  which  had  been  made'  i 
India  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  and  to  the  captains  of  His  Majesty’s  ship 
yet  as  circumstances  are  now  altered  by  the  late  Act  of  Parliament,  an. 
as  the  like  indulgence  if  extended  to  all  captains  of  the  navy  in  Indi 
would  amount  to  a  considerable  sum  over  and  above  the  heavy  cham 
a  ready  borne  by  the  Company,  we  think  it  proper  to  restrict  the  alloy 
ances  to  be  made  in  future  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty 
s  ips  and  vessels  in  India,  and  to  the  captains  of  the  navy  while  0: 
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shore,  to  such  allowances  as  were  made  to  the  Admirals  Watson  and 
Pocock,  and  to  the  captains  of  the  respective  squadrons;  which  were 
for  the  admiral  40s.  a  day  for  his  table,  and  £32  per  month  for  all  other 
charges,  and  to  each  captain  of  the  navy  £7  per  month,  in  full  of  all 
allowances  whatever,  house  rent  excepted;  and  we  direct  that  no  greater 
sums  be  paid  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  captains  of  His  Majesty’s 
ships  and  vessels  during  the  time  of  their  being  on  service  in  the  East 
Indies,  unless  an  increase  shall  hereafter  be  authorized  by  the  Court  of 
Directors. 

113.  Besides  the  above  allowances  the  Admiral  or  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Navy  in  India  must  be  accommodated  with  a  proper  house, 
and  two  houses  must  be  provided  for  the  captains;  but  be  the  number  of 
captains  ever  so  great  we  cannot  allow  more  than  two  houses  for  their 
reception  on  shore  at  the  expence  of  the  Company. 

114.  We  have  read  with  great  concern  that  pan  of  your  Publick 
Letter  of  the  29th  November  1780  relathe  to  the  defalcations  of  pav 
masters. 


115.  In  the  38th  paragraph  of  the  Court’s  instructions  dated  the 
29th  of  March  1774,  it  was  ordered  that  all  paymasters,  and  other  persons 
who  might  apply  for  money  in  advance,  should  at  the  same  time  specify 
whether  they  had  any  of  the  Company’s  money  in  hand,  and  to  what 
amount,  and  also  the  particular  services  to  which  the  money  applied  for 
was  to  be  appropriated;  and  it  was  expressly  ordered  that  no  advance 
should  be  made  from  the  treasury  upon  any  application  which  should  be 
deficient  in  any  of  the  circumstances  abovementioned. 

116.  If  these  instructions  had  been  regularly  attended  to,  from  the 
institution  of  the  late  government  to  the  time  of  discovery,  it  must  have 
been  impossible  for  the  balances  in  the  hands  of  paymasters  to  have 
risen  to  the  alarming  amount  specified  in  your  letter,  and  for  which  they 
now  stand  defaulters.  We  observe  that  you  have  taken  such  measures 
as  appeared  most  likely  to  recover  so  much  as  possible  of  the  said 
balances,  and  must  rely  upon  your  care  and  assiduity  not  only  totally  to 
prevent  the  like  transactions  in  future  but  to  render  the  present  deficiency 
and  loss  to  the  Company  on  that  account  as  small  as  possible. 

117.  In  the  114th  paragraph  of  your  General  Letter  of  the  14th  of 
January  1780,  you  inform  us  that  replies  to  the  Court’s  letter  of  23rd 
December  1778,  respecting  contracts,  had  been  received  from  the  contrac¬ 
tors;  that  they  were  recorded  on  your  proceedings  for  our  information 
but  that  you  had  not  then  had  an  opportunity  of  taking  them  into  con¬ 
sideration.  As  we  do  not  find  in  your  consultations,  lately  received,  any 
further  lights  on  the  -subject  we  proceed  to  such  observations  as  occur 
from  the  materials  before  us. 


118.  Admitting  Mr.  Templer’s  state  of  facts  to  be  true  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  better  terms  might  not  have  been  obtained  for  the 
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Company;  indeed  he  attempts  no  such  defence.  He  states  a  loss  of  82 
elephants  at  Sylhet,  exclusive  of  those  which  died  on  their  wa>  to 
Burrampore,  and  that  he  had  purchased  at  different  times  upwards  of 
350  elephants  for  the  use  of  the  contract  without  being  able  bv  70  to 
compleat  the  establishment.  These  circumstances  make  no  alteration  in 
the  state  of  the  contract,  nor  do  they  entitle  him  to  compensation  from 
the  Company  supposing  the  contract  to  be  annulled  because,  in  the  first 
instance,  it  was  irregularly  granted. 

119.  The  respectful  manner  in  which  Mr,  Tempi er  consented  to 
submit  his  claim  to  arbitrators  to  be  chosen  by  the  Board  onlv,  without 
any  persons  of  his  own  appointing,  and  his  declaration  to  yield  obedience 
to  the  Court’s  orders,  were  very  proper;  and  indeed  we  must  allow  that, 
if  all  his  allegations  prove  true,  he  might  suffer  incom  enience  and  loss 
by  the  annulling  of  the  contract.  This  will  always  be  pleaded  on  the 
like  occasions;  but  as  we  never  enjoin  an  absolute  abolition  of  contract 
without  good  reasons  for  so  doing  such  pleas  must  not  be  suffered  to 
operate  in  bar  of  the  execution  of  our  positive  orders. 

130.  The  declaration  of  our  Surgeon  General  to  pay  entire  and 
implicit  obedience  to  the  Court’s  orders  respecting  the  hospital  contract, 
and  to  accept  the  allowance  granted  him  by  the  Compam,  is  perfectly 
satisfactory  to  us.  The  ready  acquiescence  also  of  Mr.  Williams,  so  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  in  the  deed,  without  stipulating  for  any  terms  what¬ 
ever  on  that  account,  was  very  proper.  Taking  it  for  granted  that  the 
contract  has  been  annulled  you  will  therefore  inform  those  gentlemen 
that  we  rely  upon  their  utmost  attention  being  given  to  prevent  the 
publick  service  from  suffering  temporary  inconvenience  from  any  altera¬ 
tion  of  the  mode  of  supplying  the  hospital;  and  that,  from  their  vigilance 
and  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty,  we  expect  abuses  will  be  prevented 
or  rectified;  and  under  their  inspection  and  controul  the  sick  duly 
attended;  and  the  hospital  charges  be  reduced  to  the  least  amount  possible 
consistent  with  the  exigencies  of  the  service. 

131.  As  Captain  Forde  declined  relinquishing  his  contract  for  an 
armed  vessel  for  the  pilotage  of  the  Chittagong  river,  and  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  coast  and  river  against  the  incursions  of  the  Muggs,  the 
injunction  contained  in  the  close  of  the  85th  paragraph  of  the  Court’s 
letter  of  33rd  December  1778  became  positive,  and  ought  to  have  been 
immediately  obeyed.  Your  having  recorded  his  letter  for  our  information 
was  proper,  but  can  be  no  reason  for  delaying  to  execute  the  Court’s 
orders  which  did  not  admit  of  reference  to  future  consideration;  if  peculiar 
circumstances  had  been  such  as  could  justify  delay  they  would  have  had 
due  weight  with  us,  but  it  nowhere  appears  to  have  been  the  case 
respecting  the  contract  with  Captain  Forde. 

133.  ^  We  see  nothing  in  Mr.  Sampson’s  letter  to  induce  us  to  alter 
our  sentiments  respecting  the  impropriety  of  your  Master  Attendant 
being,  marine  contractor.  On  the  contrary  we  repeat  the  observation 
contained  in  the  Court’s  letter  of  the  33rd  December  1778  that  the  marine 
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contractor  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  proper  check  upon  any  other  person 
#  who  undertakes  that  service  upon  contract.  We  shall  not  controvert  the 
testimonies  given  of  Mr.  Sampson’s  conduct  as  marine  contractor,  but 
we  must  remark  that  no  stress  can  be  laid  upon  the  certificate  of 
Mr.  Doveton,  the  Deputy  Master  Attendant,  for  the  following  reasons: 
Mr.  Doveton  was  a  partner  with  Mr.  Sampson  in  the  marine  contract, 
Mr.  Doveton  was  also  Deputy  Master  Attendant,  Mr.  Sampson  was  Master 
Attendant;  he  thinks  it  necessary  to  bring  proofs  of  having  done  his  duty 
as  marine  contractor,  and  Mr.  Doveton,  his  partner  in  the  contract  and 
his  deputy  in  office,  signs  an  official  testimonial  in  favor  of  his  own 
partner  in  the  contract,  who  was  also  his  immediate  superior  in  office. 

123.  We  do  not  mean  to  imply  that  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Doveton 
was  not  true,  for  we  remark  with  satisfaction  that  the  masters  of  fourteen 
of  our  vessels  have  signed  very  full  and  ample  testimonials  that  their 
vessels  had  been  kept  in  constant  and  good  repair,  that  they  had  been 
regularly  furnished  with  all  necessary  stores  since  the  commencement  of 
the  contract,  that  they  had  been  annually  refitted  in  the  compleatest 
manner  and  that  all  wages  had  been  regularly  paid  every  month  as  they 
became  due.  This  was  very  proper  evidence  of  the  contractor  having 
acted  upon  principle,  but  the  impropriety  of  his  holding  the  contract 
is  not  lessened  thereby.  We  therefore  confirm  the  instructions  given 
in  the  93rd  and  94th  paragraphs  of  the  Court’s  letter  of  23rd  March  1778, 
and  positively  direct  that  our  Master  Attendant  be  never  admitted  a 
competitor  for,  or  interested  directly  or  indirectly  in,  any  future  contract 
of  this  nature.  We  observe  Mr.  Sampson  thought  it  his  duty  to  comply 
implicitly  with  the  Court’s  commands.  His  conduct  in  that  respect  was 
becoming  his  station  and  has  our  approbation. 

124.  When  the  Court  of  Directors  ordered  the  agency  of  Mr.  Vander- 
heyden  to  be  discontinued  they  also  directed  you  to  advertize  for  proposals 
to  keep  the  cantonments  in  repair  by  contract,  unless  you  should  be  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  might  be  better  done  by  agency;  and  in  such  case  the 
agent’s  emoluments  were  to  arise  from  savings  made  and  not  to  be  calcu¬ 
lated  upon  the  amount  of  his  expedition  [expenditure]. 

125.  We  see  nothing  on  the  face  of  your  proceedings  to  warrant 
a  conclusion  that  the  terms  proposed  by  Mr.  Vanderheyden  to  execute 
the  work  by  contract  were  excessive;  they  were  considerably  lower  than 
the  charges  incurred  by  his  predecessor,  and  about  6,700  rupees  less  than 
the  estimate  of  repairing  by  agency,  but  nevertheless  the  accepting  of  a 
single  proposal  was  irregular  and  unwarrantable.  We  do  not  find  any 
member  of  the  Board  objected  to  the  amount  of  the  annual  charge  to 
be  incurred  but  to  the  length  of  the  term. 

t 

126.  The  additional  clause  introduced,  enabling  Government  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  works  if  thought  proper  when  two  years  of  the  contract  shall 
be  unexpired,  obviates  General  Goote’s  objection  respecting  the  utility 
of  the  post  for  so  long  a  period,  but  affords  no  relief  in  case  the  repairs 
be  continued.  We  therefore  direct  that  immediately  upon  receipt 
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hereof  vou  signify  our  pleasure  to  Mr.  Vanderheyden  thru  the  contract  be 
advert  zed,  and  that  the  lowest  proposals  with  good  security  for  perform- 
ance  be  accepted.  And  if  Mr.  Vanderheyden,  from  experience  in  the 
work,  shall  find  himself  able  to  perforin  it  upon  lower  terms  than  other 
offers  we  shall  be  well  pleased  to  find  him  continued  in  lhat  employment. 

but  not  otherwise. 


127.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  our  Governor  Geneial,  dated 
the  2Qth  of  November  1780,  relative  to  an  unusual  tender  and  advance 
of  money  made  by  him  to  the  Council,  as  entered  on  your  Consultation 
of  the  26th  of  June,  for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  the  Company  from 
the  extraordinary  charge  which  might  be  incurred  by  supplying  the 
detachment  under  the  command  of  Major  Camac11  in  the  invasion  of  the 
Maratta  dominions,  which  lay  beyond  the  district  of  Gohud,  and  thereby 
drawing  the  attention  of  Mhadjee  Sindia,  to  whom  the  country  apper¬ 
tained, °from  General  Goddard  while  the  General  was  employed  in  the 
reduction  of  Bassein  and  in  securing  the  conquests  made  in  the  Guzerat 
country,  and  also,  respecting  the  sum  of  three  laaks  of  rupees  advanced 
by  the  Governor  General  for  the  use  of  the  army  under  the  command 
of  Chimnajee  Boosla12,  without  the  authority  or  knowledge  of  the 
Council,  with  the  reasons  for  taking  these  extraordinary  steps  under  the 
circumstances  stated  in  his  letter. 


128.  In  regard  to  the  first  of  these  transactions  we  readily  conceive 
that  in  the  then  state  of  the  Council  the  Governor  General  might  be 
induced  to  temporary  secrecy  respecting  the  members  of  the  Board,  not 
only  because  he  might  be  apprehensive  of  opposition  to  the  proposed 
application  of  the  money  but  perhaps  because  doubts  might  have  arisen 
concerning  the  propriety  of  appropriating  it  to  the  Company’s  use  on 
any  account;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  us  that  there  could  be  any  real 
necessity  for  delaying  to  communicate  to  us  immediate  information  of 
the  channel  by  which  the  money  came  into  his  possession,  with  a  com¬ 
plete  illustration  of  the  cause  or  causes  of  so  extraordinary  an  event. 

129.  Circumstanced  as  affairs  were  at  the  moment  it  appears  that 
the  Governor  General  had  the  measure  much  at  heart  and  judged  it 
absolutely  necessary.  The  means  proposed  of  defraying  the  extra  expense 
were  very  extraordinary,  and  the  money,  as  we  conceive,  must  have  come 
into  his  hands  by  an  unusual  channel;  and  when  more  complete  informa¬ 
tion  comes  before  us  we  shall  give  our  sentiments  fully  upon  the  whole 
transaction. 


130.  In  regard  to  the  application  of.  the  Company’s  money  to  the 
army  of  Chimnajee  Boosla,  by  the  sole  authority  of  the  Governor  General, 
he  knew  that  it  was  entirely  at  his  own  risk  and  he*  has  taken  the  respon¬ 
sibility  upon  himself;  nothing  but  the  most  urgent  necessity  could 
warrant  the  measure;  nor  can  anything  short  of  full  proof  of  such 
necessity,  and  of  the  propriety  and  utility  of  the  extraordinary  step  taken 
on  this  occasion,  entitle  the  Governor  General  to  the  approbation  of  the 
Court  of  Directors;  and,  therefore,  as  in  the  former  instance,  relative  to 
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the  sum  advanced  and  paid  into  our  treasury,  we  must  also  for  the  pre- 
.  sent  suspend  our  judgment  respecting  the  money  sent  to  the  Berar  army, 
without  approving  it  in  the  least  degree  or  proceeding  to  censure  our 
Governor  General  for  this  transaction. 

131.  You  acted  very  properly  in  reverting  to  the  original  grant 
to  Captain  Macgowan10,  as  entered  on  your  proceedings  oi  the  16th 
February  1778  and  finally  settled  the  5th  of  March  following,  and  in  which 
we  observe  your  Board  was  unanimous,  and  you  will  take  effectual  care 
that  no  future  imposition  of  toll  be  levied  upon  any  part  of  the  Company’s 
investment,  at  any  place  whatever,  except  [where]  the  evident  and 
immediate  savings  or  advantages  shall  exceed  all  payments  to  be  made 
on  that  account  by  the  Company. 

135.  We  observe  that  the  whole  amount  of  Captain  Macgowan’s 
receipts,  at  the  time  of  the  revocation  of  his  additional  privilege,  had  been 
only  1,135  rupees,  and  therefore  no  great  inconvenience  could  have  been 
sustained,  either  by  individuals  or  by  the  Company  on  that  account, 
before  the  additional  grant  was  annulled.  But  by  a  letter  from  our  Board 
of  Trade,  entered  on  your  proceedings  of  the  18th  of  September  1780, 
we  find  the  amount  of  Captain  Macgowan’s  demand  on  the  Board  of 
Trade  for  toll  amounted  to  current  rupees  24,888  per  annum.  As  you 
left  it  to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  decide  upon  Captain  Macgowan’s  claim  as 
they  might  think  proper,  and  as  the  Board  of  Trade  were  convinced  that 
no  present  advantage  could  arise,  either  from  safety  or  expedition  nor  even 
a  probability  of  it  in  future,  we  concur  in  their  opinion  that  Captain 
Macgowan  could  not  be  justly  entitled  to  toll  upon  goods  passing  the 
Gossimbuzar  River,  until  he  had  improved  the  navigation  and  rendered 
it  in  some  degree  adequate  to  the  expense  to  be  incurred  by  payment  of 
the  toll  which  he  had  demanded,  and  therefore  direct  that  no  charge 
he  incurred  by  the  Company  on  that  account. 

133.  In  addition  to  the  orders  contained  in  the  Court’s  letter  of  the 
15th  December  1775,  prohibiting  the  receipt  of  money  from  our  Board 
of  Trade  as  an  impost  or  duty  levied  on  goods  which  compose  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  investment,  we  now  direct  that  no  fee  of  office  be  taken  by  any 
Collector  of  Government  Customs,  lest  its  operation  should  counteract 
the  abovementioned  prohibition  and  prove  in  effect  a  tax  under  another 
denomination  upon  our  investment,  nor  must  any  duty  be  levied  upon 
the  Company  in  their  commercial  capacity  upon  ophium,  or  upon  any 
article  of  investment,  which  may  occasion  an  apparent  increase  of  customs 
or  of  revenue,  and  prove  a  diminution  of  the  profits  arising  upon  their 
investment  or  commerce. 

134.  Your  care  to  prevent  the  provinces  from  being  drained  of  specie 
was  very  commendable.  We  approve  the  regulations  formed  by  you  for 
that  purpose  and  shall  endeavour  to  add  such  others  as  may  still  appear 
necessary  by  a  future  opportunity. 

* 

135.  In  order  to  prevent,  so  far  as  in  us  lies,  inconvenience  to  our 
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affairs  occasioned  by  bills  of  exchange  arriving  at  improper  periods  we 
positively  direct  that  no  bill  of  exchange  be  drawn  upon  us  until  near  . 
the  dispatch  of  the  last  ships  of  the  season,  because  the  Company  must  in 
all  instances,  if  possible,  be  in  possession  of  investments  sufficient  foi,  am 
which  may  be  rendered  applicable  to,  the  discharge  of  all  siuh  bills  of 
exchange  before  they  become  payable  in  England. 

136.  The  commander  or  agents  for  the  owners  of  the  shin  Not 
ham9  if  she  shall  be  disposed  of  in  Bengal,  are  hereby  pei  mitt ed  to  pa\ 
into  our  cash  the  amount  of  the  produce  of  the  said  ship  and  her  stores, 
for  which  bills  of  exchange  are  to  be  granted  in  thq  like  manner  \ou  are 

directed  to  for  her  freight. 


137.  Mr.  John  Cotton  junr.,  appointed  a  writer  for  your  Presidency 
last  season,  takes  his  passage  on  a  man  of  war,  and  is  on  his  anhal  to  lank 
as  advised  in  our  letter  of  the  31st  May  1781. 


138.  We  much  approve  the  care  of  our  Select  Committee  of  Bombay 
in  furnishing  Mr.  Eyles  Irwin,  sent  overland  by  our  Chairman  and 
Deputy  Chairman,  with  a  cruizer  for  Madrass,  and  from  thence  to  Fort 
Marlborough,  communicating  early  advice  of  the  rupture  with  Holland, 
and  also  the  previous  attention  of  our  said  Committee  in  having  beiore 
advised  the  President  and  Council  of  a  breach  being  inevitable.  We 
hope  all  possible  care  has  in  consequence  been  taken  to  be  prepared  in 
the  best  manner,  and  so  far  as  in  their  power.,  for  such  an  event. 


139.  Since  our  advices  to  you  of  the  29th  August  last,  we  have 
taken  into  our  further  consideration  the  plan  for  securing  the  important 
commercial  branch  of  raw  silk,  so  as  to  make  it  beneficial  both  lo  the 
Company  and  to  private  traders,  and  have  therefore  come  to  the  loll  ow¬ 
ing  resolutions  in  consequence,  viz.,  that  although  it  may  be  possible 
for  insurmountable  difficulties  to  arise  in  carrying  this  plan  into  full 
execution  yet  we  deem  it  highly  proper  a  tryal  should  be  made  with 
the  following  exception,  that  the  Company  shall  neither  hold  out  ot 
adopt  an  idea  that  may  seem  to  encourage,  in  the  smallest  degree,  a 
monopoly  of  raw  silk;  on  the  contrary  that  this  branch  of  commerce 
be  left  perfectly  free  and  open  to  all  persons  whatever,  either  in  the 
service  of  the  Company  in  India  or  enjoying  their  protection,  and  there¬ 
fore  direct  that  a  general  permission  be  granted  to  all  such  persons  to 
export  from  Bengal  to  England  any  quantity  of  raw  silk  upon  their  own 
private  account. 


140.  It  must  be  presumed  that  private  traders  will  have  imme¬ 
diate  occasion  for  all  the  Compands  buildings,  filatures  and  erections 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  raw  silk,  which  may  be  rented  to  them; 
they  will  also  want  our  Italian  superintendants  and  assistants  who  may 
be  continued  in  their  several  employments  and  receive  the  same  pay 
and  advantages  they  now  enjoy  from  the  Company,  and  all  outstand¬ 
ing  balances  in  the  silk  branch  must  be  put  in  an  equitable  train  of 
recovery  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council  in  the  shortest  time 
possible. 
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141.  That  whenever  the  Company  shall  think  proper  to  resume 
.  the  trade  of  raw  silk  the  private  traders  are  to  have  two  years’  notice. 

142.  The  private  traders  must  not  be  suffered  to  impede  the  silk 
trade  either  raw  or  manufactured  for  the  commerce  and  consumption 
of  India;  the  utmost  care  must  be  taken  that  this  branch  of  commerce 
meet  with  no  obstruction.  Nor  must  private  traders  export  China  raw 
silk  to  England  upon  penalty  of  forfeiture. 

143.  The  raw  silk  when  laden  on  our  ship  must  not  only  be 
registered  but  the  quantities  exactly  ascertained  that  the  freight  may 
without  difficulty  or  dispute  be  adjusted  in  England. 

144.  The  silk  when  imported  must  pass  into  the  Company’s  ware¬ 
houses,  and  be  chargeable  with  the  same  freight  the  Company  pay  the 
owners. 


145.  The  other  charges  must  be  settled  and  paid  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  now  done  with  respect  to  private  trade,  except  that  no 
charge  shall  be  made  for  either  indulgence  or  exceedings. 

146.  That  if  any  raw  silk  is  found  unregistered  the  whole  shall  be 
forfeited,  one  half  to  the  informer,  the  other  moiety  to  Poplar  Hospital. 

147.  Mr.  Joseph  Price,  who  has  resided  many  years  under  your 
Presidency  as  a  free  merchant  but  came  to  England  for  his  health,  has 
our  permission  to  return  to  Bengal;  and  we  direct  that  he  do  succeed 
to  the  post  of  Marine  Storekeeper  upon  the  death  or  resignation  of 
Mr.  Page  Keble. 

148.  In  the  57th  paragraph  of  the  Court’s  letter  to  Bengal,  dated 
the  27th  of  May  1779,  the  loan  of  two  lacks  of  rupees  to  Mr.  Prinsep, 
the  chintz  contractor,  was  noticed,  and  such  application  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  money  in  general  disapproved;  strict  injunctions  were  also  given 
for  care  to  be  taken  that  no  damage  be  sustained  by  the  Company  on 
that  account. 

149.  As  Mr.  Prinsep’s  original  contract  with  the  Company  will 
expire  the  15th  of  February  1783,  as  it  has  been  attended  with  a  very 
considerable  annual  loss  to  the  Company,  and  as  the  goods  before 
they  are  printed  would  sell  for  profit  at  home,  we  can  on  no  pretence 
whatever  suffer  further  loss  to  be  incurred  on  that  account  after  the 
expiration  of  the  subsisting  contract. 

150.  It  is  therefore  our  express  order  that  no  renewal  or  extension 
of  contract  with  Mr.  Prinsep,  or  with  any  other  person,  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  or  printing  of  chintz  in  Bengal  be  granted,  nor  any  such  goods 
received  from  the  contractor  upon  the  Company’s  account,  after  the 
15th  day  of  February  1783,  above-mentioned.  And  we  also  strictly  pro¬ 
hibit  our  Board  of  Trade  and  all  persons  from  entering  into  any  new 
contract  on  our  behalf  in  future  for  chintz. 

151.  We  observe  Mr.  Prinsep,  in  his  letter  of  the  7th  of  March 
1778,  says,  by  the  tenor  of  his  engagements  to  the  Company  the  buildings 
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at  Pultah  will  fall  to  us  at  a  very  cheap  rate.  This  may  possibl)  be 
true  compared,  with  the  prime  cost,  but  as  the  manufactuic  is,  and 
always  has  been,  a  losing  article  and  is  now  of  necessity  to  be  discon¬ 
tinued,  so  far  at  least  as  respects  the  Company,  the  buildings  will  in  all 
probability  become  useless  or  of  less  value  for  the  purposes  intended; 
and  on  that  account  may  be  found  an  additional  loss  or  at  least  burthen- 
some,  rather  than  advantageous  to  the  Company;  and  for  this  reason 
we  shall  be  well  pleased  if  Mr.  Prinscp  shall  be  able  to  repay  the  money 
lent  him  by  our  Board  of  Trade,  and  to  satisfy  all  just  demands  of  the 
Company  for  advances  of  money  made  to  him  on  our  account;  on  such 
satisfaction  being  actually  made,  to  relinquish  to  Mr*  Prinscp  the  whole 
of  the  buildings  first  agreed  to  be  delivered  to  the  Court  at  the  stated 
price  of  15  Arcot  rupees  for  every  cubic  foot  of  solid  pucca  brick*  work, 
and  one  Arcot  rupee  for  every  square  foot  of  pucca  terrass,  and  after¬ 
wards  mortgaged  to  the  Company  for  two  lacks  of  rupees;  and  we  direct 
that  Mr.  Prinsep  be  immediately  informed  of  this  circumstance,  in 
order  to  give  him  time  for  any  steps  which  he  may  think  necessary  to 
be  taken  in  consequence  of  our  present  declaration. 


152.  Wc  acquiesce  with  pleasure  in  your  unanimous  resolution, 
at  the  strong  and  pointed  recommendation  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  to  pro¬ 
mote  Captain  Popham14  to  the  rank  of  major.  It  was  very  judicious 
to  insert  a  clause  in  his  commission,  expressing  that  it  was  granted  as 
a  reward  and  honorable  testimony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  of  his 
military  services.  We  remark  that  the  promotion  of  Captain  Popham 
was  not  attended  with  the  superccssion  of  any  officer  whatever,  hut 
that  Captain  Kyd,  another  very  good  officer  and  Captain  Pophain’s 
senior,  was  promoted  also  to  the  rank  of  major,  in  order  to  extend  the 
promotion  to  Captain  Popham.  And  although  wc  allow,  on  this  occa¬ 
sion,  the  distinguished  and  very  meritorious  conduct  of  Captain  Popham 
to  have  warranted  giving  him  the  strongest  marks  of  approbation,  ycl 
this  promotion  must  not  be  drawn  into  precedent,  nor  such  a  step  be 
ever  taken  unless  the  circumstances  shall  be  so  strong  and  striking  as 
to  ensure  you  our  approbation. 


153.  We  herewith  enclose  a  list  of  goods  to  be  provided  at  your 
Presidency  for  the  ships  taken  into  the  Company’s  service  in  the  season 
1781,  to  which  we  require  your  strict  obedience. 

154.  The  owners  of  the  Prince  William  (private  ship  of  war), 
commanded  by  Captain  William  Gowland,  which  sailed  last  season  to 
cruise  in  the  Indian  seas,  having  requested  our  permission  to  sell  that 
ship  in  India  we  hereby  agree  to  permit  Captain  Gowland  to  dispose 
of  that  ship,  provided  she  is  not  sold  to  the  French,  Dutch  or  any  other 
European  nation,  except  the  English,  nor  to  any  of  the  country  powers 
without  the  leave  of  the  Governor  and  Council  where  she  shall  be  sold, 
and  that  at  whatever  settlement  the  said  ship  shall  be  disposed  of  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers  shall  give  sufficient  security  to  submit  to  and 
abide  by  the  above  regulations;  and  in  case  you  shall  be  in  want  of  cash 
we  also  permit  the  purchase  money  of  the  said  ship  and  stores  to  be  paid 
into  our  cash  for  bills  of  exchange  payable  to  the  owners  in  London. 
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155-  We  observe  >ou  have  granted  General  Stibbert  a  commission 
as  Provincial  Commander  in  Chief,  but  it  is  our  order  that  the  Company 
incur  no  additional  expense  thereby  except  such  as  may  really  be  occa¬ 
sioned  by  procuring  intelligence,  if  that  shall  at  any  time  be  the  case; 
nor  must  the  allowance  of  60,000  rupees  per  annum,  heretofore  given 
to  General  Stibbert,  ever  be  drawn  by  any  Provincial  Commander  in 
Chief  whatever,  nor  any  other  allowance  except  the  regular  pay  and 
batta  annexed  to  his  station  in  the  army,  and  the  shares  of  commission 
upon  the  revenues  allotted  him  by  our  authority. 

156.  We  have  taken  into  consideration  the  contracts  wrhich  }ou 
have  entered  into  and  extended  for  keeping  in  repair  the  poolbundy 
of  Moorshedabad  and  Burdwan,  and  the  agency  for  furnishing  provi¬ 
sions  for  the  garrison  of  Fort  William.  By  the  next  conveyance  you 
shall  have  our  sentiments  fully  upon  those  subjects;  in  the  meantime 
we  hereby  strictly  prohibit  you  from  renewing,  prolonging,  extending 
or  giving  in  reversion  any  of  the  above  contracts  until  you  shall  be 
furnished  with  further  instructions  from  us  for  that  purpose. 

157.  In  addition  to  jvhat  we  have  written  in  a  former  paragraph 
of  this  letter  concerning  the  representations  of  His  Excellency  Count 
Belgioioso,  the  minister  of  His  Imperial  Majesty,  we  further  direct 
that  you  forthwith  prepare  and  transmit  to  us,  so  soon  as  possible,  the 
most  circumstantial  account  of  all  that  has  happened,  together  with 
reasons  at  large  for  your  proceedings  in  every  instance  which  has  been 
made  a  ground  of  complaint,  and  which  may  enable  His  Majesty’s 
Secretary  of  State  to  return  proper  answers  to  the  representations  of  His 
Excellency  the  Count  Belgioioso. 

158.  Upon  the  most  mature  deliberation  it  has  been  resolved  by 
the  Court  of  Directors  that  the  bills  drawn  in  favour  of  Philip  Francis 
Esqr.,  for  six  thousand  pounds,  cannot  be  accepted;  but  we  have  granted 
permission  to  Mr.  Francis  to  pay  the  amount  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds 
sterling  into  our  treasury  at  Bengal,  for  bills  to  be  drawn  by  our 
Governor  General  and  Council  upon  the  Court  of  Directors,  on  the 
usual  terms  and  conditions  of  which  we  give  you  this  information. 

159.  We  have  drawn  upon  you  the  following  bills  of  exchange 
payable  at  30  days*  sight  and  zs.  id.  the  current  rupee:  22nd  November 
1781,  current  rupees  960  at  zs.  id. — £100 — payable  to  J.  Y.  Bradford 
received  of  himself. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

L.  Sulivan  /  Wm.  James  /  Tho. 
Woodhouse  /  John  Roberts  /  John 
Manship  /  W.  G.  Freeman  /  W. 
Bensley/Thos.  Parry/Thos.  Cheap/ 
London,  John  Hunter  /  John  Smith  /  John 

the  25th  January  1782.  Harrison/ L.  Darell/Jn.  Townson. 

Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No.  1. 


ENCLOSURE 
( Vide  paiagiaph  7) 

Orders  and  instructions  given  by  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the 

United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East 

Indies  to  Captain  Geo.  Curtis,  commander  of  the  ship  Notting¬ 
ham,  or  to  the  commander  for  the  lime  being. 

[1]  We,  the  said  Court  of  Directors,  having  hired  and  freighted  the 
ship  Nottingham  whereof  you  are  commander  to  serve  us  for  the  run 
from  England  to  Fort  St.  George  in  [and]  Bengal  and  to  such  olhet  ports 
and  places  in  the  East  Indies  whereunto  you  shall  be  diicclcd,  do  there¬ 
fore  hereby  order  you,  as  soon  as  you  have  received  these  your  dispatches, 
to  make  all  possible  expedition  that  winds  and  weather  shall  permit 
directly  for  Bengal  aforesaid  whereto  you  are  first  consigned. 

[2]  You  are  during  the  whole  course  of  your  voyage  strictly  to 
observe  and  comply  with  these  our  orders  and  instructions  and  such  others 
as  you  may  or  shall  receive  from  us  or  the  Court  of  Directors  for  the  time 
being,  as  likewise  such  orders  and  instructions  as  shall  be  given  you  by 
the  Secret  Committee  for  Lhe  time  being  and  those  that  you  shall  or  may 
receive  from  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  be  authorized  by  the  said 
Court  of  Directors  or  Secret  Committee  lor  lhaL  purpose.  The  gentlemen 
who  compose  that  committee  for  the  present  year  arc  Laurence  Sulivan 
Esqr.,  Sir  William  James  Baronet,  Benjamin  Booth,  George  Canning,  Win 
Geo.  Freeman,  Robert  Gregory,  John  Harrison,  John  Manship,  John 
Roberts,  Henry  Savage  and  John  Woodliouse  Esquires,  any  three  of 
whom  are  a  quorum  and  in  case  the  Secret  Committee  shall  think  it 
necessary  to  alter  your  destination,  you  are  to  follow  their  orders 
accordingly. 

[3]  0n  your  arrival  at  Fort  St.  George  you  are  to  deliver  to  our 
President  and  Council  there  all  the  packets  directed  to  them  with  all 
the  bullion,  goods  and  merchandize  on  board  consigned  thither.  You 
are  to  land  all  the  passengers  and  soldiers,  and  in  all  [things]  according 
to  your  charterparty  (a  counterpart  whereof  is  delivered  to  you  for  your 
strict  observation  thereof)  to  follow  from  time  to  time  the  orders  of 
our  said  President  and  Council  for  your  further  proceedings. 

[4]  We  strictly  require  you  to  keep  up  the  worship  of  God  on 
board  your,  ship  and  good  order  among  your  men  taking  particular 
care  of  their  healths  during  the  whole  voyage.  Take  care  of  all  the 
passengers  and  soldiers  that  we  have  or  shall  send  on  board.  Be  very- 
tender  of  our  soldiers  healths,  give  them  daily  fitting  provisions,  keep 
them  stirring  and  in  motion  to  prevent  the  scurvy  and  other  distempers; 
but  we  will  not  have  them  made  the  drudges  of  the  ship. 

[5]  You  must  carry  with  you  a  Mediterranean  pass,  there  being 
many  Algerine  Rovers15  abroad  which  you  may  meet  with  in  your  pass¬ 
age.  You  must  carry  with  you  the  full  number  of  English  mariners 
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according  to  the  direction  of  the  Act  of  Navigation  and  your  covenant 
in  charterparty. 

[6]  Whatever  stationary  is  or  shall  be  sent  on  board  your  ship  by 
us  must  be  put  into  the  breadroom  or  other  dry  place,  in  the  hold  abaft 
the  main  mast  but  not  in  any  moist  place,  lest  it  be  thereby  spoiled 
as  our  advices  ~  from  India  have  often  complained  of;  keep  all  our 
packets  in  the  round-house  free  from  damp. 

[7]  Wc  positively  require  and  order  that  you  do  not  directly  or 
indirectly  either  for  yourself  or  any  other  person  or  persons  carry  out 
any  bullion,  goods  or  merchandize  but  what  you  shall  be  licensed  by  us 
or  some  committee  appointed  by  us  for  that  purpose  and  that  you  use 
your  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent  all  your  officers  and  seamen  from 
carrying  out  any  unlicensed  goods  and  merchandize  or  any  letters  with¬ 
out  leave. 

[8]  Put  your  ship  in  the  best  posture  of  defence.  Quarter  your 
men  and  frequently  exercise  them  at  the  great  guns  and  with  small 
arms  to  make  them  expert  upon  all  necessary  occasions  inserting  in  the 
journal  and  log  book  the  times  when  they  are  exercised.  Trust  no 
colours.  Be  very  watchful  at  all  times  against  surprizes,  station  a  man 
continually  at  the  mast  head  to  keep  a  good  look  out,  avoid  speaking 
to  any  ship  at  sea  and  in  general  be  constantly  on  your  guard. 

[9]  Take  every  opportunity,  until  your  arrival  at  your  last  con¬ 
signed  port,  of  advising  us  of  all  your  proceedings  and  of  every  occur¬ 
rence  worthy  our  notice  directing  your  letters  to  the  Secretary,  observing 
that  your  letters  be  transmitted  by  His  Majesty’s  or  our  ships  and  not 
by  those  of  any  power  not  in  amity  with  Great  Britain. 

[10]  You  receive  herewith  four  impressions  of  a  graduated  chart,  for 
laying  down  the  tracts  of  all  the  Company’s  ships  for  yours,  your  chief 
and  second  mates’  use,  directing  you  to  mark  your  route  from  time  to 
time  thereon,  carefully  setting  down  the  variations  and  corrected  longi¬ 
tude,  according  to  your  astronomical  observations,  as  well  upon  the 
chart  as  in  the  journal;  you  are  also  to  see  the  same  done  by  your  chief 
and  second  mates;  and,  on  your  return  to  England,  to  deliver  those 
graduated  charts,  with  your  journals,  to  the  Committee  of  Private  Trade. 
A  certificate  will  be  required  of  such  delivery  before  the  accounts  of 
the  commander  and  those  officers  are  passed. 

11]  Exact  journals  of  all  transactions  and  occurrences  during  the 
whole  voyage  are  to  be  kept  by  yourself  and  officers  which  are  to  be 
delivered  to  our  Governor  and  Council  of  the  settlement  whereat  the 
ship  Nottingham  shall  be  discharged  our  service.  The  log  book  deli¬ 
vered  you  from  hence  must  be  strictly  kept  according  to  the  directors 
[directions]  prefixed  thereto,  and  is  to  be  given  in  at  the  sanm  time  with 
the  journals.  1 
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[15]  You  are  to  take  particular  notice  in  your  journal  of  all  new 
discoveries,  remarkable  incidents  and  whatever  may  occur  to  }ou  during 
the  voyage,  not  generally  known  and  which  may  tend  to  the  general 
knowledge  and  improvement  of  the  navigation  to  and  in  the  East 
Indies.  You  are  to  point  out  the  same  in  writing  to  our  Governor  and 
Council  of  the  settlement  whereat  the  ship's  last  consignment  shall  be 
unladen,  to  be  transmitted  to  us  that  it  may  be  registered  in  a  book 
‘  we  have  directed  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose. 

[13]  In  case  you  arc  furnished  with  any  stores  out  of  Ilis  Majesty's 
yards  or  ships  of  war  send  us  by  the  two  first  conveyances  an  exact 
account  of  what  you  receive,  when  and  where  they  were  delivered  to 
you  and  by  whom. 

[14]  We  positively  forbid  your  suffering  the  men  10  run  out  more 
than  one  third  of  their  wages  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever. 

[15]  You  are  on  no  account  whatsoever  to  Lake  or  admit  on  board 
your  ship,  to  be  carried  to  or  towards  the  East  Indies,  any  person  or 
persons  who  shall  not  have  the  Company’s  license  under  the  hand  of  the 
proper  officer. 

[16]  The  boatswain  or  in  his  absence  the  superior  officer  on  board 
is  to  enter  in  a  book,  for  that  purpose  delivered  to  you,  a  true  and  perfect 
account  o-f  every  parcel  of  goods  received  into  and  delivered  out  of  the 
ship,  as  well  belonging  to  the  Company  as  others,  together  with  the 
marks  and  numbers  thereof  to  be  delivered  to  the  Governor  and  Council 
at  the  ship’s  last  consigned  port. 

[17]  You  or  your  purser  must  sign  bills  of  lading  for  all  treasure, 
goods  and  merchandize  shipped  on  our  account,  and  due  care  must  be 
taken  in  the  stowage  of  them,  not  only  to  prevent  damage  but  that  the 
ship  may  at  all  times  carry  as  large  a  quantity  of  goods  as  possible 
consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  ship  and  cargo. 

[18]  You  are  hereby  positively  ordered  to  receive  no  commissions 
from  or  be  any  ways  aiding  or  assisting  to  foreigners  in  carrying  on  any 
trade  for  them  within  the  limits  of  our  charter,  as  you  will  subject 

yourself  to  our  highest  displeasure  if  you  shall  bo  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  this  order. 

[19]  You  must  send  us  before  your  departure  from  England  an 
account  of  all  the  passengers  on  board  your  ship,  and  on  your  arrival 
at  your  consigned  port  in  India,  you  must  also  send  a  list  of  them  to 
the  Governor  and  Council. 

.  [*°]  We  have  iaden  on  board  a  quantity  of  brandy  for  each  soldier 
which  must  be  duly  distributed  among  them  in  proper  quantities,  from 
time  to  time,  as  may  best  tend  to  their  refreshment  and  support. 
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[21]  All  orders  and  instructions  lliat  you  may  receive  from  the  Secret 
-  Committee  for  the  time  being,  as  likewise  all  such  of  a  secret  nature 
which  shall  be  delivered  to  you  by  any  persons  authorized  by  that 
Committee  during  the  whole  course  of  >our  voyage,  are  to  be  carefully 
preserved  together,  and  on  your  arrival  at  your  last  consigned  port  they 
are  to  be  delivered  to  the  President.  In  the  mean  lime  you  are  to  keep 
them  inviolably  secret. 


[22]  By  the  order  of  encouragement  enclosed  you  will  observe 
what  care  we  have  taken  to  excite  the  courage  of  your  men  in  case  of 
being  attacked  by  Europe  pirates,  or  any  formidable  Europe  enemy, 
during  your  voyage,  to  assure  your  officers  and  ship’s  company  in  our 
name  that  we  will  reward  them,  after  the  safe  arrival  of  the  ship  and 
discharge  of  the  cargo  at  her  last  consigned  port,  adequate  to  the  merits 
of  the  case  and  their  behaviour  in  defence  of  our  property,  either  in 
proportion  to  their  several  wages  as  they  are  entered  upon  your  books 
or  otherwise  as  shall  appear  just  and  reasonable;  as  to  yourself  we  will 
reward  you  agreeable  to  your  conduct  and  courage.  In  case  of  any 
persons  killed  their  familys  here  shall  be  entitled  to  their  share  of 
the  gratuity  that  shall  be  assigned,  which  we  will  see  distributed.  We 
leave  the  management  of  this  order  to  your  prudence,  supposing  you 
will  not  make  use  of  it  without  a  real  necessity. 


23]  We  some  time  ago  was  [were]  exposed  to  a  good  deal  of 
trouble  from  the  importunity  of  the  crew  of  the  Edgecoie  on  account 
of  a  petty  engagement  with  some  free  hooters  on  the  coast  of  Malabar, 
who  had  formed  a  notion  that  they  were  entitled  to  a  reward  for  the  same. 
You  arc  to  observe  such  an  affair  is  by  no  means  within  the  meaning 
of  this, order  of  encouragement  and,  as  beforementioned,  we  shall  depend 
upon  your  prudence  not  to  give  your  ship’s  company  any  assurances  of 
a  reward  without  a  real  necessity. 


[24]  We  have  enclosed  our  printed  indulgence  to  the  commanders, 
officers  and  seamen  of  our  freighted  ships,  and  we  hereby  put  you, 
your  officers  and  seamen  on  the  like  footing  in  proportion  to  the 
Nottingham's  tonnage,  which  must  not  be  exceeded  on  any  pretence 
whatsoever. 


[25]  You  are  to  be  answerable  to  us  for  whatever  shall  be  shipped 
on  our  account  on  board  the  Nottingham ,  and  you  are  to  pay  for  all 
deficiencies  unless  you  can  make  it  evidently  appear  that  such  deficiencies 
proceed  from  the  usual  waste  and  unavoidable  accident. 

[26]  We  hereby  consent  that  yourself,  your  officers  and  ship’s 
company  may  continue  in  the  East  Indies  to  obtain  employment,  if  they 
can,  in  the  seafaring  way  if  they  choose  it,  provided  such  employment 
shall  not  be  inconsistent  with  or  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the 
Company,  or  if  they  shall  not  think  proper  to  remain  in  India  they 
are  to  be  at  liberty  to  return  home,  at  their  own  expence,  on  any  of  the 
Company’s  ships  for  which  they  may  be  engaged,  or  can  procure  a 
passage. 
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[27]  Your  ship  being  discharged  our  service  is,  according  to  charter- 
party,  to  be  entirely  at  the  option  ol'  the  owners  to  be  employed,  sold,  . 
or  disposed  of  by  them  in  the  East  Indies  and  not  elsewhere,  under  the 
condition  nevertheless  of  never  being  returned  to  Europe  on  any  account 
or  pretence,  nor  sold  to  the  French  or  any  other  European  nation 
excepting  the  English,  neither  to  be  sold  to  any  of  the  country  powers 
without  the  leave  or  permission  of  our  Governor  and  Council,  Chief, 
Agent  or  Resident  at  such  place  where  the  ship  shall  be  so  dis¬ 
posed  of,  and  that  at  whatever  settlement  such  sale  may  be  made  the 
Company’s  said  representatives  are  to  take  security  of  the  purchasers  that 
they  shall  submit  to  these  conditions  which  arc  ever  sacredly  to  be 
observed,  as  we  will  under  no  kind  of  pretence  suffer  them  to  be  dispensed 
with. 

[28]  In  order  the  more  cllcctually  to  prevent  a  needless  expence 
of  powder  on  board  the  Company’s  ships,  we  have  made  some  new 
regulations,  by  which  the  commanders  are  allowed  to  make  110  other 
salutes  with  guns,  than  those  therein  mentioned.  Upon  ail  other  occasions 
they  are  to  salute  with  cheers,  according  to  their  own  discretion  and  the 
present  rules  of  the  navy.  We  inclose  a  printed  copy  of  the  said 
regulations,  signed  by  our  Secretary,  and  wc  direct  that  you  do  carefully 
and  strictly  observe  and  comply'' with  them. 

[29]  We  enclose  herewith  ail  Act  of  Parliament,  made  in  the 
17th  year  of  His  present  Majesty’s  reign,  to  prevent  the  clandestine 
unshipping  from  and  receiving  goods  on  -board  vessels  employed  in  the 
Company’s  service,  with  the  standing  orders  which  wc  have  established 
for  preventing  the  deviation  of  our  ships,  and  for  the  detection  and 
punishment  of  persons  who  shall  be  concerned  in  illicit  trade16.  In  order 
to  confine  the  enormous  extent  to  which  those  practices  highly  prejudicial 
to  the  Company’s  interest  .have  been  carried,  in  breach  of  the  repeated 
orders  given  and  the  solemn  engagements  entered  into  by  our  commanders, 
you  are,  in  the  most  positive  manner,  enjoined  lo  pay  entire  obedience 
as  well  to  the  provisions  in  the  said  Act  as  to  the  requisitions  in  the 
abovementioned  orders,  cautioning  you  that  the  breach  thereof  will  be 
at  your  peril,  and  declaring  you  are  to  expect  no  mitigation  of  the 
penalties  which  shall  be  thereby  incurred,  as  we  deem  the  indulgences, 
to  which  you  have  a  just  title,  a  very  liberal  consideration  fur  \our 
most  faithful  services. 

[30]  We  herewith  enclose  for  your  information  an  Act  of  Parliament, 

made  in  the  10th  year  of  His  present  Majesty’s  reign,  wherein  the  penalty 
on  illicit  trade  is  greatly  augmented,  and  the  transporting  guns  of  all 
kind,  ammunition  and  warlike  stores  to  the  East  Indies,  or  putting 
them  on  board  for  that  purpose,  or  the  aiding  or  assisting  therein, 
without  the  Company’s  licence  are  severally  made  a  high  crime  and 
misdemeanor,  and  the  offenders  upon  conviction  are  liable  to  corporal 
punishment  or  fine,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench.  6 
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[31]  You  are  therefore  to  make  all  your  officers  and  mariners 
.  publickly  acquainted  therewith,  and  be  extremely  cautious  that  neither 

yourself  nor  any  of  them  do  offend  against  the  same  as  we  are  firml\ 
resolved  to  make  the  severest  examples  of  any  persons  who  may  be  guilty 
of  a  breach  of  the  said  Act. 

[32]  We  have  had  a  good  deal  of  trouble  from  the  importunity  of 
the  crews  of  several  of  our  ships  on  account  of  petty  engagements  with 
some  free  booters  on  the  coast  of  Malabar,  those  crews  forming  a  notion 
that  they  were  entitled  to  a  reward  for  the  same.  You  are  to  observe 
such  an  affair  by  no  means  comes  within  the  meaning  of  this  order  of 
encouragement.  And  therefore,  as  is  therein  mentioned,  we  shall  depend 
upon  your  prudence  not  to  give  your  ship’s  company  any  assurances  of 
a  reward  without  a  real  necessity. 

[33l  To  prevent  the  great  danger  and  frequent  loss  of  ships  by 
opening  of  casks  of  arrac,  rum  and  other  spirituous  liquors  at  sea  we 
hereby  strictly  direct  and  require  that  during  the  whole  voyage  you  do 
not  at  any  time  open,  or  on  any  pretence  whatsoever  suffer  to  be  opened, 
any  cask  of  arrack  or  other  strong  liquor  in  the  lazaretto  or  elsewhere, 
under  any  of  the  decks;  but  that  whenever  any  cask  great  or  small  is  to 
be  opened  you  do  first  bring  it  upon  the  upper  deck,  and  there  draw  it 
off:  and  if  we  shall  hear  you  do  otherwise  we  shall  deeply  resent  and 
punish  it. 

[34]  Having  formerly  lost  some  of  our  ships  by  fire  when  the 
commanders  of  them  were  on  shore  we  hereby  enjoin  you  to  keep  on 
board  your  ship  as  much  as  possible,  and  for  our  mutual  security'’  to  have 
a  watchful  eye  in  order  to  present  [prevent]  so  fatal  a  calamity;  and 
whenever  you  are  obliged  to  be  ashore  be  sure  to  give  the  strictest  charge 
to  your  mates  to  be  constantly  careful  in  this  respect  as  to  the  lights  in 
drawing  off  arrack,  as  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  paragraph,  and  in 
stowing  that  so  we  may  not  suffer  through  the  sailors’  careless  behaviour. 

[35]  Take  care  to  clean  and  tallow  your  ship  as  often  as  you  have 
opportunity,  while  you  remain  in  any  port  during  your  present  voyage. 

[36]  We  have  been  acquainted  that  the  ship  Marquis  of  Rockingham 
struck  on  a  rock  on  the  coast  of  Choromandel,  in  latitude  i2°43'  north, 
and  was  unfortunately  lost.  By  observation,  two  of  the  seven  pagodas 
bore  southwest  and  the  extremes  of  the  land,  north  to  southwest  distance 
off  shore,  about  four  miles  the  northernmost  extreme  of  the  land  called 
Covelon.  These  particulars  are  therefore  communicated  to  you  for  your 
especial  observation,  in  case  your  course  shall  lay  near  so  dangerous 
an  object,  that  you  may  be  extremely  cautious  for  the  safety  of  your 
ship. 

[37]  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  troops  ordered  on  board  your  ship, 
or  any  part  of  them  at  any  of  our  settlements,  the  strictest  enquiry  is 
ordered  to  be  made  by  our  Presidents  and  Councils  whether  His 
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Majesty's  officers  have  been  properly  accommodated,  and  the  private  men 
humanely  treated  by  our  commanders.  And  we  have  required  of  them  a 
faithful  and  impartial  report  thereof,  as  we  are  determined  that  improper 
conduct  in  any  of  our  commanders  respecting  the  troops  on  board  shall 
be  attended  with  dismission  from  our  service.  We  also  command  )ou 
to  be  very  particular  in  following  all  such  orders  as  you  shall  receive 
from  the  Commanders  in  Chief  of  the  land  forces  with  respect  to  the 
party  embarked  on  board  jour  ship  during  the  voyage  out,  and  on 
their  arrival  in  India, 

[38]  We  have  laden  on  board  a  quantity  of  brandy,  vinegar,  soap, 
sugar,  lemon  juice  and  essence  of  malt  to  be  distributed  among  the 
soldiers  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  necessary,  and  enquiry  is  ordered 
10  be  made  on  your  landing  the  soldiers  whether  you  have  complied 
with  this  order  and  to  acquaint  us  therewith. 

[39]  Upon  jour  arrival  at  Fort  St.  George  or  elsewhere  on  the 
coast  of  Choromandel  you  are  to  observe  all  such  orders,  as  may  be  given 
j'ou  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty's  forces,  for  disembarking 
the  troops  from  on  board  jour  ship  and  the  landing  and  delivering  ol 
all  the  stores  belonging  to  His  Majesty  that  you  may  have  011  board 
your  ship,  and  you  are  to  give  all  possible  assistance  for  this  service 
that  the  same  may  be  performed  with  the  utmost  expedition,  taking  the 
greatest  care  that  you  are  regularly  discharged  from  the  proper  officers, 
or  duly  account  for  the  same,  whereby  all  embarrassments  with  the 
Government  here  for  short  delivery  maj,  on  your  return,  be  avoided, 
and  in  case  of  your  arrival  on  the  coast  of  Choromandel  before  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  troops  you  are  then  to  follow  all  stub  orders 
as  shall  be  given  jou  by  our  President  and  Council  there. 

[40]  Should  there  be  any  delay  in  unloading  the  said  stores  you  are, 
in  such  case,  to  apply  in  writing  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  for  the 
necessary  dispatch  and  clearance  of  jour  ship,  and  on  obtaining  your 
discharge  you  are  to  follow  the  orders  of  our  President  and  Council. 

We  are. 

Your  loving  friends, 

L.  Sulivan/Wm.  Janies/Jn.  Wood- 
house/ John  Roberts/ John  Manship/ 
L.  Darell/W.  G.  Freeman /George 
Tatem  /  W.  Bensley  /  Tho.  Parry"  / 
Joseph  Sparkes  /  George  Cuming  /  R. 
Hall  /  Thos.  Cheap  /  John  Hunter  / 
John  Smith/John  Harrison /Henry 
Savage. 
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LETTER  DATED  29  JANUARY  1782 

Mode  of  payment  to  the  King's  soldiers . 

QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Since  closing  our  letter  of  the  55th  instant,  we  have  received 
from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  His  Majestj’s  Treasury  a  minute 
of  their  lordships  in  the  following  words: 

Request  the  Court  of  Directors  to  give  orders  that  so  much  of  the 
money  to  be  paid  to  the  public,  by  the  India  Company,  for  His 
Majesty's  forces  employed  or  to  be  employed  on  their  service,  according 
to  the  Act  of  the  last  session  of  Parliament  and  estimating  the  rupee 
at  two  shillings  and  one  penny,  as  shall  remain  due  beyond  what  may 
have  been  or  shall  hereafter  >be  paid  in  India  to  the  orders  of  the 
commanding  officers  of  corps  for  the  subsistence  of  the  officers  actually 
there,  and  of  the  effective  non-commissioned  officers  and  private  men, 
be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty’s 
land  forces  in  India  for  the  time  being,  to  be  by  him  remitted  home 
to  the  Paymaster  General.” 


2.  As  the  above  requisition  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  us  we  herebv 
revoke  the  instructions  contained  in  our  said  letter  of  the  35th  instant, 
relative  to  the  remittance  of  money  on  account  of  His  Majesty’s  troops, 
proposed  to  be  made  by  bills  of  exchange  to  be  drawn  by  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  upon  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  we  now  direct 
that  so  much  money  as  shall  remain  due  from  the  Company  beyond 
what  may  have  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  paid  in  India,  to  the  orders 
of  the  commanding  officers  of  corps,  for  the  subsistence  of  the  officers 
actually  there  and  of  the  effective  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
be  paid  by  our  Governor  General  and  Council  of  Bengal  into  the  hands 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty’s  land  forces  in  India,  care 
being  first  taken  to  ascertain,  by  the  frequent  musters,  the  exact  amount 
so  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid;  it  being  our  meaning  that  no  part  of  the 
said  instructions  shall  be  revoked  except  that  which  [relate]  to  remittances 
only. 


We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 


L.  Sulivan/Wm.  James/Jno.  Wood- 
house/ Jn.  Townson/  John  Harrison/ 
John  Roberts  /John  Hunter’/ Joseph 
Sparkes /  John  Smith/  J.  Baring/  R. 
Hall/Tho.  Cheap /Thos.  Parry/W.  G. 
London,  Freeman/  George  Cuming/  George 

the  59th  January  1782.  Tatem/  L.  Darell/W.  Bensley. 

Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 
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LETTER  DATED  30  APRIL  1782 


The  Governo)  General  and  Council  reprimanded  jor  failure  lo  send 
annual  consultations — appointment  of  a  Send  Committee  to  deal  with 
naval  and  rmlitan  operations — Fiench  ships  caphned  by  the  Buhdi  fleet. 

QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Since  the  dates  of  our  last  advices  to  you  of  the  55th  and  59th 
January  last,  the  ship  Bellman l  arrived  and  brought  us  your  duplicate 
General  Letter  of  the  30th  April,  with  postscript  of  the  15th  Ma\  1781, 
duplicate  letter  in  the  Secret  Department  dated  27th  April,  also  an 
additional  letter  of  the  15th  May,  and  duplicate  letter  from  the  Board 
of  Trade  dated  54th  April  1781  and  letter  to  our  Secret  Committee 
dated  30th  of  said  April. 

2.  We  cannot  withhold  our  great  astonishment  and  surprize  that 
you  should  in  disobedience  to  our  positive  orders,  in  the  instruction? 
to  the  Governor  General  and  Council  of  the  29th  March  1774,  paragraphs 
26th,  27th  and  37th,  and  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  13th  year  of 
His  present  Majesty,  neglect  to  send  your  annual  consultations  for  1780, 
also  those  from  the  dispatch  of  the  Fort  to  the  latest  period,  or  any  letter 
in  your  Revenue  Department,  notwithstanding  mam  very  interesting 
transactions  had  occurred  during  that  period  whereby  very  great  incon¬ 
venience  has  been  experienced  by  us. 

3.  And  we  are  the  more  displeased  that  notwithstanding  you 
neglected  to  transmit  to  us  such  important  advices,  yet  the  material 
parts  of  your  Revenue  Letters  and  other  papers  of  great  consequence  were 
sent  by  the  Governor  General  to  Major  Scott,  which  we  cannot  but 
look  upon  as  the  highest  inattention  to  the  duty  you  owe  your  employers, 
as  well  as  a  great  disregard  to  the  legislative  authority  of  this  kingdom, 
and  although  we  shall  by  future  conveyances  of  several  ships,  which  will 
be  soon  under  dispatch,  acquaint  you  with  our  sentiments  more  fully 
upon  this  and  other  particulars,  yet  we  could  not  omit  this  opportunity 
of  expressing  our  displeasure  for  such  great  neglect. 

4.  In  the  present  critical  state  of  public  affairs,  we  have,  upon  the 
most  mature  deliberations,  thought  proper  to  appoint  Robert  Oregon 
Esquire,  our  Chairman,  and  Sir  Henry  Fletcher  Baronet,  our  Deputy 
Chairman,  to  be  a  Committee  of  Secrecy,  with  powers  to  give  orders  and 
instructions,  which  you  will  receive  from  our  said  Chairman  and  Deputy 
Chairman,  relative  to  naval  or  military  operations,  and  which  must  be 
observed  and  obeyed  with  the  same  punctuality  and  exactness  as  though 
they  had  been  signed  by  thirteen  or  more  of  the  Court  of  Directors.  " 
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5.  The  Secret  Committee  for  the  care  of  the  Company’s  shipping, 
#the  present  year,  consists  of  Robert  Gregory  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the 
Court,  Sir  Henry  Fletcher  Baronet,  Deputy  Chairman,  George  Cuming, 
John  Harrison,  John  Manship  and  Henry  Savage  Esquires;  the  orders 
therefore  that  the)  or  any  three  of  them  shall  give  for  the  above  purpose 
are  to  be  duly  obeyed. 

(>.  Since  our  letter  to  you  of  the  25th  January  last,  we  have  resumed 
the  consideration  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey’s  appointment  to  the  office  of  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Sudder  Dewannee  Audalet,  and  being  fully  convinced  of 
the  impropriety  of  that  appointment  and  that  no  time  should  be  lost 
in  coming  to  a  determination  on  that  subject,  we  have  resolved  that 
Sir  Elijah  Impey  be  remo\ed  from  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Sudder 
Dewannee  Adawlet  and  we  do  direct  that  he  be  removed  from  the  said 
office  immediately  upon  Lhe  receipt  heieol. 

7.  Since  writing  the  above  we  have  been  informed  by  Captain 
Greenway,  the  commander  of  the  vessel  called  the  Admit al  Hughes,  and 
Mr.  Oakes,  late  a  passenger  thereon,  charged  with  the  dispatches  from 
Madrass,  that  the  said  vessel  was  taken  by  a  French  frigate,  named  the 
Egretteon ,  the  6th  March  last  near  the  Western  Islands,  and  that  several 
of  the  packets  were  thrown  overboard,  and,  if  the  captain’s  declaration 
is  to  be  confided  in,  the  rest  were  destroyed  on  board. 

8.  The  enclosed  copy  of  the  London  Gazette  published  on  Saturday 
last  will  inform  you  of  the  particulars  of  the  capture,  on  the  20th  instant, 
of  the  Pegase ,  man  of  war  of  74  guns,  and  several  ships,  laden  with 
troops,  stores,  provisions  and  ammunition,  that  had  left  Brest  the 
preceding  day  and  were  bound  to  the  Isle  of  France,  and  we  are  since 
further  informed  that  the  Actionaire ,  another  French  ship  of  64  guns, 
annee  en  flute,  which  had  a  great  number  of  troops  with  rich  and 
valuable  stores,  has  been  also  captured  by  our  fleet  and  brought  into 

Plymouth. 

/ 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Robt.  Gregory/  Henry  Fletcher/ 
John  Hunter  /  Steph.  Lushington  / 
Henry  Savage  /  John  Roberts  /  L. 
Darell/  John  Harrison/ Jas.  Moffatt/ 
George  Tatem/  Jac.  Wilkinson/ 
Nathl.  Smith/ John  Smith/W.  Bens- 
ley / Joseph  Sparkes/  Thos.  Cheap/ 
R.  Hall/George  Cuming. 


London, 

the  30th  April  1782. 
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LETTER  DATED  18  JUNE  1782 

Admiral  Rodney’s  great  naval  victory  over  the  Ftench . 

QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal 

1.  Since  the  date  of  our  advices  of  the  goth  April  last,  per  Brilliant, 
which  sailed  from  Portsmouth  the  5th  ultimo,  we  have  received  your 
letters  in  the  Public  Department  of  the  1st  July  and  19th  October  1781, 
and  your  letters  in  the  Secret  Department  of  the  31st  August  and  16th 
October  1781  per  Nymph  sloop  ol  war* 

%.  We  have  already  advised  you,  in  our  beforementioned  letter,  of 
the  unfortunate  capture  on  the  6th  March  last,  near  the  Western  Islands, 
of  the  Admiral  Hughes  packet,  commanded  by  Captain  Greenway,  and 
of  the  loss  of  all  her  packets;  we  therefore  hereby  direct  that  you 
send  us  by  the  first  conveyance  duplicates  of  such  letters,  consultations 
and  other  papers  as  were  on  board  that  vessel  from  your  Presidency. 

3.  You  will  observe,  by  the  enclosed  Act  of  Parliament,  that  from 
and  after  the  1st  day  of  July  178a.  until  peace  shall  be  restored  with 
France,  Spain  and  Holland,  that  the  Company  are  to  provide  and  supply 
all  the  victualling  to  be  delivered  in  the  East  Indies,  necessary  for  His 
Majesty's  ships  and  vessels  already  sent,  or  hereafter  to  be  sent  there; 
and  also  for  the  sick  and  hurt  seamen  belonging  to  such  ships  and  vessels 
during  the  time  such  ships  and  vessels  shall  be  employed  in  the  East 
Indies.  You  are,  therefore,  hereby  directed  fully  to  comply  with  the 
said  Act,  and  in  obedience  thereto  to  keep  a  just  and  true  account  thereof, 
which  you  are  to  adjust  with  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  King's 
ships,  or  the  Agent  Victualler  at  your  Presidency;  and  all  such  accounts 
must  be  regularly  transmitted  to  us  by  different  conveyances,  one  by 
land  if  it  can  conveniently  be  done  and  the  others  by  sea  in  quadruplicate, 
duly  authenticated  and  fully  vouched  in  conformity  to  the  Act  of 
Parliament,  in  order  that  we  may  be  enabled  finally  to  settle  the  same 
here  with  the  proper  officers  of  Government. 

4.  The  enclosed  copy  of  the  London  Gazette,  published  the  57th 
April,  will  inform  you  of  the  particulars  of  the  capture  on  the  20th  of 
that  month,  of  the  Pegase  man  of  war  of  74  guns,  and  several  ships 
laden  with  troops,  stores,  provisions  and  ammunition  that  had  left  Brest 
the  preceeding  day  and  were  bound  to  the  Isle  of  France.  And  we  are 
also  to  inform  you  that  the  Actionaire ,  another  French  ship  of  64  guns, 
aumee  en  flute ,  which  had  a  great  number  of  troops  with  rich  and  valuable 
stores,  has  been  also  captured  by  our  fleet  and  brought  into  Plymouth. 

5.  It  is  with  inexpressible  satisfaction  we  acquaint  you  that,  on 
the  12th  of  April  last,  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney,  Commander  in  Chief 
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.  of  His  Majesty’s  ships  at  the  Leeward  Islands,  gained  a  most  complete 
.  victory  over  the  French  fleet  commanded  by  the  Count  de  Grasse,  who  is 
himself  captured  with  the  Ville  de  Paris  and  four  other  ships  of  his  fleet 
besides  one  sunk  in  the  action.  The  particulars  of  this  great  event  will 
appear  in  the  London  Gazette  of  the  14th  ultimo,  which  we  enclose  for 
vour  information. 

4 

6.  We  acquainted  you  in  our  letter  of  the  30th  April  that  we  had 
appointed  our  Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman  to  be  a  Secret  Committee 
with  powers  to  give  orders  and  instructions  relative  to  naval  and  militarv 
operations,  and  as  since  that  time  we  have  thought  proper  to  enlarge 
the  powers  of  the  said  Committee  by  enabling  them  “  to  consult  with 
His  Majesty’s  ministers  in  all  matters  relative  to  the  safety  of  the 
Company’s  possessions  ”,  you  must  therefore  obey  all  such  orders  and 
instructions  as  those  gentlemen,  in  conjunction  with  John  Harrison 
Esquire,  whom  we  have  constituted  an  additional  member  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Committee,  may  think  proper  to  give  you  in  consequence  of 
such  powers  as  above  referred  to  and  described. 

7.  We  have  received  your  several  advices  by  the  Swallow  packet 
which  arrived  at  Limerick  the  55th  ultimo,  and  shall  reply  to  them  by 
the  earliest  opportunity. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Robt.  Gregory  /  Henry  Fletcher  / 
Joseph  Sparkes  /  R.  Hall  /  Nathl. 
Smith  /  Chas.  Boddam  /  John  Har¬ 
rison/George  Cuming /Ben.  Booth/ 
Jn.  Townson/John  Hunter/George 
Tatem  /  Jac.  Wilkinson  /  John 
Roberts  /  John  Smith  /  F.  Baring  / 
Thos.  Cheap  /  Step.  Lushington  / 
W.  Bensley  /  L.  Darell. 

Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No.  2. 

Received  per  Greyhound ,  17th  February  1783. 

Read  18th  February  1783. 

Read  in  Council  2nd  time  6th  March  1783. 


London. 

the  18th  June  1782. 
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LETTER  DATED  12  JULY  1782 

Relief  to  lascais  of  Danish  ships  stranded  in  London — measures  to 
improve  winding  of  silk — Bright,  dismissed  for  writing  unbecoming  letters 
to  the  Governor  General — Sir  Robert  Chambers’s  appointment  as  Piesi- 
dent  of  Court  of  Chinsura  cancelled — Indian  servants  not  to  be  sent  to 
England  except  on  good  security — peace  and  prosperity  necessary  for  the 
welfare  of  the  country. 

QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  We  wrote  a  short  letter  to  you  under  date  of  the  30th  of  April 
by  the  Brilliant,  which  sailed  from  Portsmouth  the  5th  May.'  Transcripts 
of  the  said  letter  will  be  sent  by  some  of  the  ships  under  dispatch,  also 
of  one  dated  the  18th  June. 

2.  Lists  of  the  arrival  and  departure  of  our  shipping  since  the  last 
advices  are  sent  in  the  packets. 

3.  The  names  and  consignments  of  the  ships,  mentioned  in  the 
4th  paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the  25th  January  last,  are  as  follow.  \ii , 

Ships  Tons  Commanders  Consignments 

General  Coote  ...  755  Daniel  Griffith  Hoare  ' 

Busbridge  ...  755  Alexander  Tod 

Winter  ton  ...  755  Raymond  Snow 

Duke  of  Athol  755  James  Rattray  Coast  and  Bay 

Francis  ...  755  Henry  Grueber 

Rodney  ...  755  Henry  Wakeman 

Montagu  ...  755  Thomas  Brettell  J 

Europa  ...  755  William  Applegath  ) 

General  Goddard  755  Thomas  Foxall  ]  Bombay 

Fairford  ...  755  John  Haldane  Bombay  and 

China 

4.  We  have  fitted  out  our  ship  Britannia ,  Captain  Edward  Cum- 
mtng,  and  consigned  her  to  carry  stores  and  necessaries  to  St.  Helena 
and  Fort  Marlborough;  she  sailed  with  the  Brilliant. 

5-  oof  Presidency  of  Fort  Marlborough  will  stand  in  great  need 
of  supplies  it  is  our  positive  injunction  that  you  comply  with  their 
indents  m  the  fullest  manner  to  the  utmost  of  your  power. 

6.  We  hereby  permit  Captain  Charles  [Mears],  or  the  agent  for  the 
owner  of  the  ship  Brilliant,  in  case  she  shall  be  disposed  of  in  Bengal, 
to  pay  into  your  treasury  (in  like  manner  as  has  been  granted  to  the 
owners  of  the  Nottingham  and  the  Ann  and  Emelia)  the  amount  of  the 
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sale  of  that  ship  and  her  stores,  together  with  the  amount  of  her  freight 
.  and  demorage,  for  which  bills  of  exchange  are  to  be  granted  payable  to 
Sir  William  James  Baronet,  or  order. 

7.  The  quantity  of  salt  petre  to  be  exported  from  our  several 
Presidencies  by  the  returning  ships  of  this  season  must  be  the  same  as 
directed  by  our  letter  of  the  11th  January  1781,  as  the  Company  con¬ 
tinues  the  same  agreement  with  the  owners  of  shipping  for  that  purpose. 

8.  Several  lascars,  who  had  been  hired  to  assist  in  navigating  Danish 
ships,  soon  after  their  arrival  in  Denmark  have  found  means  to  come 
to  London,  and  we  strongly  suspect  they  were  encouraged  by  some  inter¬ 
ested  persons  in  order  to  exonerate  themselves  from  the  expence  of  their 
return  to  India.  After  they  have  been  some  time  in  London  the}  have 
been  reduced  to  great  distress  and  applied  to  us  for  relief,  which  we 
have  afforded  them  from  motives  of  compassion  and  humanity  as  well 
as  of  policy,  and  thereby  been -put  to  great  expence,  not  only  for  their 
maintenance  and  cloathing  but  in  returning  them  to  India,  which  expence 
ought  not  to  be  borne  by  the  Company.  We  therefore  communicate 
these  particulars,  that  if  any  method  can  with  propriety  be  devised  to 
prevent  the  like  inconvenience  in  future  it  may  be  adopted. 

9.  The  inconveniences  which  have  arisen  in  your  permitting  bullion 
or  diamonds  to  be  laden  on  the  Company’s  packet  vessels  compel  us  to 
order  that,  in  future,  you  do  not  allow  any  persons  whatever  to  lade 
those  articles  on  such  vessels,  but  require  them-  to  be  sent  on  the  freighted 
ships  only  in  the  usual  manner,  unless  the  consigners  shall  stipulate  for 
the  consignees  that  the  bullion  and  diamonds  so  laden  shall  be  received 
at  such  port  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  as  the  said  packets  may  arrive 
at  or  remain. 

10.  A  memorial  from  the  cailico  printers  having  been  presented 
to  us,  in  which  they  purpose  that  application  be  made  to  Parliament  to 
lay  such  an  additional  duty  on  printed  callicoes  imported  from  Bengal 
as  shall  put  them  on  an  ^equality  with  the  goods  manufactured  here, 
also  to  prohibit  the  exportation  to  India  of  block  plates  and  all  other 
utensils  employed  in  the  printing  of  callicoes,  and  the  Sending  out  artists 
skilled  in  that  line,  we  have,  on  mature  consideration  of  the  said  memorial 
and  by  way  of  compromise  rather  than  contending  the  matter  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  at  present  with  cailico  printers  and  others,  resolved  to  withhold 
the  importation  of  printed  goods  from  Bengal  for  the  term  of  four  years, 
to  commence  and  take  place  from  the  dispatch  from  Bengal  of  the  last 
ship  of  the  season  1783;  we  therefore  hereby  direct  that  you  do  strictly 
conform  to  our  said  resolution,  a  copy  whereof  is  enclosed  for  your 
information. 

11.  We  think  it  proper  however  to  inform  you  that  an  Act  of 
Parliament  (copies  whereof  are  now  sent)  has  lately  passed  for  preventing 
the  exportation  of  the  several  articles,  above  described,  as  used  in  the 


54 


LETTER  FROM  COURT 


abovementioned  manufactory,  and  pre\  curing  the  sending  abroad  any 
artificers  in  that  branch. 

12.  Since  we  wrote  to  you  on  the  25th  January  last,  respecting 
raw  silk,  we  have  received  the  following  remarks,  and  recommend  them 
to  the  several  private  raw  silk  filatures  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

13.  We  observe,  with  satisfaction,  that  a  sensible  improvement  is  to 
be  obtained  by  winding  the  silk  with  the  double  crossing  machines, 
and  therefore  recommend  that  practice  in  future. 

14.  That  it  is  more  troublesome  for  the  spinners,  and  lhal  the\ 
cannot  make  so  much  silk  in  a  day  by  using  them  than  without,  we  are 
aware  of,  but  our  view  is  to  bring  that  branch  [of]  our  trade  to  all  possible 
perfection. 

15.  We  were  convinced  of  the  efficacy  of  those  implements  before 
we  sent  them  out  and  we  are  surprized  at  the  doubts  and  difficulties 
started  to  impede  their  effect,  for  we  did  not  send  the  btass  cog  wheels 
to  perform  different  variations  from  the  wooden  ones;  as  both  are  acting 
perfectly  the  same  after  the  Piedmontese  principle,  which  is  the  only  one 
we  can  permit  to  be  made  use  of,  let  the  instrument  be  constructed  of 
wood,  brass  or  iron,  provided  they  arc  kept  in  order;  for  the  defects 
and  the  difficulties  of  winding  off  the  silks,  so  much  complained  of  by 
the  throwsters,  proceeded  from  the  irregularity  of  the  motion  occasioned 
by  the  reels  being  out  of  order,  and  such  silk  could  not  be  wound  off 
without  very  considerable  waste  at  the  mills. 

16.  The  brass  cog  wheels  cannot  be  put  out  of  order  except  by 
the  breaking  of  a  tooth  which  must  be  instantly  perceived,  and  in  such 
case  any  one  of  the  reels  can  be  exchanged  in  half  a  minute,  being 
constructed  on  purpose  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  any  accident  oi 
that  kind. 

17.  We  have  attended  to  your  advices  of  the  25th  November  1780, 
in  your  Revenue  Department,  respecting  the  grant  to  Mr.  David  Killican 
of  the  exclusive  privilege  of  the  trade  of  Assam  for  four  years,  from  the 
1st  of  January  1781,  on  his  paying  the  annual  sum  of  50,000  Arcot  rupees 
to  the  Company  for  such  exclusive  privilege.  We  have  likewise  perused 
the  grant  itself,  as  entered  on  your  Revenue  Consultations,  together  with 
the  petition  of  Gonganarain  Roy,  complaining  of  the  injuries  he  will 
thereby  sustain,  and  a  letter  from  Mr.  George  Lear,  a  free  merchant,  to 
the  Revenue  Council  at  Dacca  on  the  same  subject. 

18.  Grants  of  this  nature  are  so  repugnant  to  every  principle  of 
commerce,  so  detrimential  [sic]  to  the  revenue,  and  so  prejudicial  to  the 
interest  of  the  natives  and  others,  who  ought  to  be  allowed  a  free  and 
uncontrouled  trade  over  India,  in  paying  the  accustomary  duties  to  gov¬ 
ernment,  that  we  cannot  hesitate  a  moment  in  declaring  our  condemnation 
of  them,  and  we  hereby  direct  that  the  agreement  with  Mr.  Killican  be 
forthwith  annulled;  and  we  not  only  forbid  all  future  monopolies  but 
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also  declare  that  we  shall  hold  you  responsible  for  the  consequences  of 
any  breach  of  our  positive  orders  in  this  respect. 

19.  Having  maturely  taken  into  consideration  the  state  of  our 
covenant  servants  at  the  several  Presidencies  we  have  resolved  to  appoint 
only  one  writer  for  the  Bengal  establishment  this  season  (and  that  only 
on  the  highest  and  most  respectable  recommendation),  viz.,  the  Honourable 
Frederick  Fitzroy,  who  is  to  rank  from  the  receipt  of  this  letter.  We 
have  sent  his  covenants  to  be  executed  and  then  returned  to  us. 

20.  The  extraordinary  and  unbecoming  letters  sent  by  Mr.  George 
Bright  to  our  Governor  General,  and  by  him  submitted  to  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  your  Board,  could  not  fail  to  excite  our  surprize  and  indignation. 
To  animadvert  upon  them  would  be  beneath  us.  The  very  proper 
sentence  of  suspension  from  our  service  which  you  passed  upon  Mr.  Bright, 
in  consequence  of  those  letters,  has  been  followed  by  us  with  dismission; 
he  must  therefore  be  ordered  to  proceed  to  England.  We  would  have 
you  make  it  known  that  we  shall  always  consider  any  indignity  offered 
to  our  Governor  General,  or  to  any  of  our  Council,  as  an  insult  to 
ourselves  and  will  invariably  resent  it  accordingly. 

21.  Being  desirous  of  conferring  upon  Mr.  Simon  Ewart  some 
mark  of  our  favor  we  repeat  our  orders  of  the  18th  of  October  1780, 
and  direct  that  he  be  appointed  to  such  station  as  shall  be  suitable  to 
his  rank  in  our  service. 

22.  We  direct  that  Mr.  Allen  Edward  Young,  who  holds  the  office 
of  Sub  Accountant  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  do  succeed  Mr.  Tomlinson 
as  Accountant  to  that  Board  when  he  shall  vacate  the  same,  provided 
there  is  no  objection  to  Mr.  Young’s  conduct  or  abilities. 

23.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  William  Burnett,  a  surgeon  on  vour 
establishment,  to  return  to  his  duty  without  prejudice  to  his  standing, 
which,  by  a  list  of  surgeons,  dated  Fort  William  25th  October  1778,  was 
next  below  Mr.  John  Smith  and  above  Mr.  Thomas  Gillies. 

24.  Mr.  Henry  Butler,  a  writer  for  your  Presidency,  who  was  taken 
by  the  French  in  the  Hinchvnbrooke,  has  our  permission  to  proceed  to 
his  station  on  one  of  the  ships  now  under  dispatch. 

25.  Mr.  Nicholas  Grueber  is  permitted  to  proceed  on  the  ship 
Francis ,  provided  he  can  be  accommodated  with  a  passage  after  the 
military  shall  be  embarked  on  board,  and  he  is,  on  his  arrival  in  Bengal, 
to  rank  in  the  manner  directed  by  our  General  Letter  of  the  31st  May 
1781,  paragraph  34. 

26.  Messrs  John  Becher  and  Henry  Thomas  Colebrooke  have  our 
permission  to  proceed  to  their  stations  at  your  Presidency  on  one  of 
His  Majesty’s  store  ships. 
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27.  The  friends  of  Captain  George  Barrington,  who  was  removed 
from  your  Presidency  to  Fort  St.  George  with  his  rank,  ha\ing  requested 
that  on  account  of  the  ver)  bad  state  oi  health  he  had  at  Madras  he 
might  be  allowed  to  resume  his  former  military  rank  and  station  at  your 
Presidency,  where  he  has  resided  for  some  time  past,  and  being  well 
assured  of  the  truth  of  their  representation  wc  do  hereb)  permit  him 
to  remain  in  Bengal,  and  that  he  do  resume  his  oiiginal  iuilitar>  rank 
and  station  at  your  Presidency. 

28.  Wc  have  permitted  Lieutenant  Hcnr\  Mordaunt  (who  went 
in  His  Majesty’s  ship  Inflexible)  to  return  to  his  tank  on  your 
establishment. 


29*  Captain  Ihomas  Harris,  of  }our  attillcry,  and  Lieutenant 
Charles  Murray  have  our  leave  to  return  to  their  duty  without,  prejudice 
to  their  rank. 


30.  We  have  appointed  Mi.  John  Fraud!)  Pasduuid  to  bc  a 
lieutenant  fireworker  at  your  Presidency  and  to  take  tank  from  the 
time  of  his  arrival;  he  proceeds  on  the  Rodney. 


31.  We  have  appointed  Mr.  John  Sandcisou,  who  went  on  the 
ship  Brilliant,  to  bc  a  cadet  at  youi  Picsidency;  his  lank  will  be  ascci- 
tained  by  the  list  sent  herewith. 


32.  Stephen  Cassan,  Jeremiah  Church  and  Edward  Hesketh  Esquires 
have  our  permission  to  practise  as  banisters,  and  Mr.  Solomon  Hamilton 
to  practise  as  an  attorney,  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature. 


33.  In  compliance  with  your  desire  wc  return  the  setts  of 

Paymaster’s  books  for  1769/70  and  1770/71,  which  were  sent  to 
by  mistake. 


Miliiai  \ 
England 


34.  We  have  licensed  several  persons  to  proceed  to  the  East  Indies 
to  practise  as  surgeons,  who  are  to  be  employed  as  assistant  surgeons  in 
our  service  where  they  may  bc  wanted,  and  are  then  to  rank  in  the 
order  they  are  named  in  the  accompanying  list. 


35-  We  have  appointed  Mr.  Janies  Ellis,  who  was  formerly  fust 
surgeon  of  your  Presidency,  to  the  post  of  second  surgeon  on  vour 
establishment;  and  upon  the  death  or  resignation  of  Mr.  Daniel  Campbell 
Mr.  bills  is  to  succeed  him  as  first  surgeon. 


rv>,  rf '  h  A  i71  c°nsider  £  highly  improper  that  a  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  should  hold  any  office  under  your  appointment  wc  hereby  revoke 

the  appointment  of  Sir  Robert  Chambers  to  be  President  of  the  Court 
°  Jusjice  at  Chinsura,  or  any  other  appointment  that  may  have  been 
made  by  you  to  him  or  either  of  the  other  judges,  and  positively  direct 
that  you  do  on  no  account  whatever  confer  any  office  upon  that  gentle- 
nun  or  any  other  of  the  judges  of  the  said  Court  in  future. 
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37.  In  the  26th  paragraph  of  our  instructions  dated  29th  March 
1 774,  we  directed  you  to  transmit  to  us  in  duplicate,  by  each  ship,  such 
parts  of  your  letter  and  advices  as  we  arc  enjoined  by  the  Act  of  the 
13th  year  of  Hus  present  Majesty  to  transmit  to  the  Lords  of  His  Majesty’s 
Treasury  and  to  the  Secretary  of  State  respectively  properly  attested 
under  your  hands;  but  as  the  same  has  not  been  complied  with  so  fully 
as  the  Act  requires  we  hereby  enforce  the  above  requisition,  and  direct 
that  you  send  us  in  duplicate,  by  every  ship,  such  parts  of  your  letters 
and  advices  as  relate  to  the  government,  commerce,  revenues  or  interest 
of  the  Company,  properly  attested  under  your  hands,  to  enable  us  to 
comply  with  the  requisitions  in  the  said  Act. 

38.  We  have  attentively  considered  your  advices  respecting  the 
various  plans  adopted  by  you  for  supplying  your  treasury  with  money. 
The  first  plan  is  in  every  respect  the  most  eligible.  The  second  docs 
not  meet  with  our  approbation  as  it  renders  us  liable  to  demands  on  our 
treasury  in  England  when  it  may  be  inconvenient  to  answer  them;  this 
mode*  of  raising  a  loan  must  not  therefore  be  repeated.  As  to  the  third 
plan,  for  raising  20  lacks  of  rupees  by  annuities  payable  by  bills  on  the 
Court  of  Directors,  it  is  objectionable  on  many  accounts;  but  the  making 
the  Company  liable  to  the  payment  of  annuities  beyond  the  term  of  their 
exclusive  trade  is,  in  our  opinion,  totally  inadmissible.  Wc  therefore 
hereby  direct  that  agreeable  to  a  clause  in  the  agreement  for  that  purpose, 
these  annuities  be  forthwith  redeemed  and  the  annuities  put  on  the  same 
footing  with  the  bond  holders,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
first  loan, 

39.  We  have  already  given  instructions,  relative  to  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  with  which  we  are  to  be  furnished,  for  all  victualling  delivered 
in  the  East  Indies  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty’s  ships,  agreeable  to  a  late 
Act  of  Parliament;  in  addition  to  which  you  will  observe,  by  the  same 
Act,  that  from  and  after  the  24th  day  of  June  1782,,  the  Company  are 
to  supply  all  such  naval  and  military  stores  as  shall  be  required  for  the 
wear  and  tear  and  repairs  of  such  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to  His 
Majesty  as  shall  be  employed  in  the  East  Indies.  You  are,  therefore, 
hereby  directed  fully  to  comply  with  the  said  Act,  and  you  aie  to  keep 
a  just  and  true  account  of  the  delivery  ol  all  stores,  which  account  you 
are  from  time  to  time  to  adjust  with  the  Commander  in  Chief  or  proper 
officers  of  the  King’s  ships,  and  to  take  certificates  for  the  receipt  of  such 
stores;  all  which  accounts  and  certificates  must  be  regularly  transmitted 
to  us  in  triplicate  by  different  conveyances,  one  by  land  if  it  can  conve¬ 
niently  be  done  and  the  others  by  sea,  duly  authenticated  and  fully 
vouched  in  conformity  to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  in  order  that  we  may 
be  enabled  finally  to  settle  the  same  here  with  the  respective  officers 
of  Government. 

40.  Mrs.  Murray  having  brought  a  black  servant  with  her  to  England, 
named  Betty,  from  Bengal  and  now  refusing  to  provide  her  with  a  passage 
to  India  she  returns  on  the  Busbridge ,  arid  we  herewith  return  you  the 
indemnity  bond,  given  by  Mr.  Alexander  Murray,  that  the  said  servant 
should  not  become  chargeable  to  the  Company  in  England,  in  order  that 
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the  same  may  be  put  in  force  to  recover  the  passage  moncj  and  such 
other  charges  as  have  been  incurred  by  her,  agreeable  to  an  account 
transmitted  in  the  packet. 

41.  Having  taken  into  our  consideration  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Auriol  to  be  agent  for  supplying  the  other  Presidencies  and  our 
island  of  St.  Helena  with  grain,  with  a  commission  of  15  per  cent  on 
his  disbursements,  and  having  examined  all  your  proceedings  thereon 
we  cannot  but  express  our  displeasure  at  such  an  unneccssaiy  expenditure 
of  the  Company's  money. 

42.  Our  Presidency  of  Bombay  have  informed  us  that  they  received 

a  consignment  from  Bengal  of  3,040  bags  of  rice  and  that  they  could 
not  but  be  struck  with  the  enormous  amount  of  the  charges,  which  were 
said  to  be  near  rupees  7  per  bag.  The  freight  alone  was  chaiged  at  5 
rupees  per  bag  when  they  could  have  contracted  for  it  at  Bombay  free 
of  all  risk  and  charges  at  Rs.  5-3  per  bag,  but  what  appeared  inexplicable 

to  them  was  the  commission  of  15  per  cent  to  the  agent,  which  com¬ 

mission  was  not  [only]  charged  on  the  prime  cos-i  of  the  rice  but  also 
on  the  freight  and  all  other  charges.  It  likewise  appears  from  the 
estimate  which  you  have  transmitted  to  us  of  the  probable  resources 
and  disbursements  of  your  Goveimment  within  the  30th  of  April  1781 
and  the  1st  May  1782  that  the  amount  which  it  is  expected  the  agent 
will  require  from  your  treasury  in  1781/2  will  be  current  rupees 
15,92.500/-;  at  15  per  cent  on  this  sum,  the  commission  will  amount  to 
current  rupees  2,38,875/-  or  (taking  the  rupee  at  2/3)  £26,873. 

43.  This  profusion  of  cxpencc  is  at  all  times  wholly  unjustifiable. 

But  that  you  should  have  adopted  it  when  the  Company  were  in  the 

utmost  distress  for  money,  and  almost  every  department  in  arrear,  shews 
how  little  attention  has  been  given  to  our  real  interests. 

44.  In  thus  disapproving  a  measure  so  wholly  unjustifiable  we  mean 
not  to  convey  censure  on  Mr.  Auriol,  or  on  any  other  persons  who  may 
have  been  appointed  to  similar  agencies.  But  all  such  appointments 
are  to  be  forthwith  annulled,  adhering  to  and  repeating  our  former 
orders  that  such  parts  of  the  Company's  business  as  can  be  done  by 
contract  be  so  executed;  and  in  concluding  such  contracts  you  arc  to 
take  the  instructions  already  before  you  for  your  guidance. 

45.  Notwithstanding  our  orders  that  security  should  be  taken  for 
the  return  of  black  servants  to  India  yet  several  have  been  left  destitute 
here  who  came  to  England  on  foreign  ships,  or  for  whom  no  security 
had  been  taken,  and  the  Company  thereby  have  been  put  to  considerable 
expence.  We  therefore  recommend  the  discouraging  sending  of 
black  servants  to  Europe,  but  if  that  cannot  be  effected,  sufficient 
security  must  be  taken  for  their  maintenance  in  England,  as  well  as  for 
their,  return  to  India,  agreeable  to  the  accompanying  form  of  a  bond, 
and  it  must  be  certified  upon  the  orders  to  the  commanders  for  receiving 
black  servants  on  board  of  ship  that  security  has  been  given.  And  we 
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have  come  to  a  resolution  that  if  the  commanders  shall  receive  anv 
persons  on  board  the  ships  without  tlic  permission  of  our  Gmernors 
and  Councils  and  the  certificates,  beforememioned,  thc>  will  incur  our 
severest  displeasure. 

46.  We  have  desired  George  Cuming  and  James  Moffat  Esquires  to 
proceed  to  Portsmouth  to  superintend  the  embarkation  of  the  16th 
Regiment  of  Hanoverians  and  of  such  recruits  as  shall  be  ordered  on 
board  ships  under  dispatch;  those  gentlemen  ill  acquaint  you  with  the 
numbers  of  men  embarked  on  each  ship  and  ol  such  other  circumstances 
as  they  shall  judge  necessary. 

47.  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  the  Honourable 
Major  General  Thos.  Bruce  to  the  command  of  the  100th  Regiment, 
serving  in  the  East  Indies;  that  gentleman  proceeds  on  the  ship  Busbiulge. 
And  we  have  paid  Captain  Tod  the  sum  of  £185  for  the  General's  diet 
and  accommodation  in  the  voyage. 

48.  Lord  William  Murray,  a  captain  in  the  77th  Regiment  of  Foot, 
having  obtained  His  Majesty’s  permission  to  serve  in  the  East  Indies, 
will  proceed  on  the  ship  Duke  of  Athol  at  his  own  expencc. 


49.  We  forward,  in  the  packets  by  these  ships,  transcripts  of  the 
returns  and  statements  of  the  pay  of  the  15th  Regiment  of  Hanoverians 
for  the  months  of  January,  February,  March,  April  and  May,  of  which 
payment  has  been  made  to  George  Best  Esquire,  Secretary  in  His 
Majesty’s  German  Office  at  St,  James's. 

50.  In  our  letter  of  the  29th  January  last,  wc  directed  }ou,  in 
compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Lords  of  His  Majesty’s  Treasury, 
to  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty’s  land 
forces  in  India,  so  much  money  as  should  remain  due  from  the  Company 
beyond  what  may  have  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  paid  in  India  to  the 
orders  of  the  commanding  officers  of  corps  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
officers  actually  there,  and  of  the  effective  non-commissioned  officers  and 
private  men;  but  their  lordships  having,  by  a  letter  from  Richard  Burke 
Esquire,  dated  56th  ultimo,  copy  whereof  is  enclosed,  signified  to  us 
that  the  Paymaster  General  with  the  approbation  of  the  ^Lords  of  ihc 
Treasury  had  appointed  William  Burke  Esquire  to  be  his  deputy  for 
the  said  purposes,  we  therefore,  in  compliance  with  their  lordships’ 
appointment,  direct  that  you  pay  over  to  Mr.  Burke  so  much  money 
as  shall  remain  due  from  the  Company  beyond  what  may  have  been 
or  shall  hereafter  be  paid  in  India  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding 
officers  of  corps  for  the  subsistence  of  the  officers  actually  there,  and 
of  the  effective  non-commissioned  officers  and  private  men,  care  beino1,  first 
taken  to  ascertain  by  proper  musters  the  exact  amount  so  to  be°paid, 
it  being  our  meaning  that  no  part  of  our  instructions  of  the  35th  January 
shall  be  revoked  except  what  relates  to  remittances. 
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51.  We  have  paid  due  attention  to  your  advice  respecting  the 
agreement  made  between  your  Government  and  the  Nabob  of  the 
Carnatick  in  March  1781,  and  upon  the  maturest  consideration  of  the 
paper  entitled  “  The  requests  of  the  Nabob”,  and  also  of  the  replies 
thereto  from  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  we  cannot  be  of  opinion 
that  the  said  agreement  was  either  necessary  or  expedient,  and  do  there¬ 
fore  positively  direct  that  the  same  be  forthwith  annulled. 

52.  We  were  extremely  surprized  at  the  appointment  oi  Mr.  Richard 
Joseph  Sulivan1,  in  consequence  of  the  beforemen  tinned  agreement,  to 
reside  with  the  Nabob  as  the  Representative  and  Minister  of  your  Gov¬ 
ernment;  for  unless  you  had  cause  to  suspect  that  our  Governor  and 
Council  at  Madras  would  not  have  followed  }our  instructions,  or  that 
they  had  before  actually  disobeyed  your  ordcis  respecting  such  subjects 
as  they  are  obliged  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  receive  and  obe\,  your 
instructions  upon  such  an  appointment  must  naturally  tend  to  lessen 
the  respect  which  ought  ever  to  be  shewn  to  them,  not  only  by  the 
Nabob  and  his  family  but  also  by  the  neighbouring  princes.  The  Nabob’s 
residence  at  Chepauk,  which  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Madras,  clearly  points 
out  our  Governor  and  Council  as  the  fittest  persons  to  negotiate  any 
matters  with  His  Highness  from  your  Government.  We  do  therefore 
hereby  revoke  the  said  appointment  of  Mr.  Sulivan. 

53.  Having  by  our  letter  of  the  23rd  December  1778,  paragraphs 
86  to  88,  condemned  the  contract  entered  into  with  Mr.  Mackenzie  for 
the  provision  of  ophium  we  cannot  but  be  surprized  at  your  having 
concluded  a  new  contract  for  four  years  relative  to  that  article,  with 
Mr.  Stephen  Sulivan,  without  leaving  the  terms  of  it  to  the  decision 
of  the  Court  of  Directors.  We  do  not  mean  to  convey  any  censure  on 
Mr.  Sulivan  respecting  this  transaction,  but  wc  cannot  withhold  our 
displeasure  from  the  Governor  General  and  Council  at  such  an  instance 
of  contempt  of  our  authority.  Neither  can  we  approve  of  your  having 
abolished  the  office  of  Inspector,  and  at  the  same  time  ordering  all  the 
ophium  to  be  consigned  to  the  Vender  Master,  allowing  him  a  com¬ 
mission  thereon,  when,  in  our  opinion,  it  should  have  been  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Revenue  or  to  the  Board  of  Commerce. 


54.  It  would  have  been  much  more  agreeable  to  us  to  ha\c  seen 
that  the  monopoly  of  this  trade  had  been  entirely  abolished,  leaving  the 
article  of  ophium  as  open  as  any  other  produce  of  the  country.  We 
think  that  the  cultivator  should  receive  every  advantage  from  the  produce 
of  his  lands,  which  would  be  a  most  pleasing  inducement  to  him  to 
consent  to  an  increase  of  his  rent. 

55*  We  have  your  advices  before  us  respecting  the  disposal  of 
1,460  chests  of  ophium  on  the  Company’s  account  at  Rhio  and  other 
p  aces^  in  the  Streights  of  Mallacca,  the  net  produce  of  which  was  to  be 
paid  into  the  hands  of  our  supra  cargos  at  Canton,  and  we  do  not  see 
any  objection  to  the  scheme. 
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56  But  with  regard  to  the  consignment  of  5,000  chests  of  ophium 
immediately  to  the  supra  cargos  to  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as 
they  shall  think  proper,  we  have  been  informed  that  the  importation 
of  ophium  to  China  is  forbidden  by  the  Chinese  Government  on  ver\ 
severe  penalties.  The  ophium  on  seizure  is  burnt,  the  vessel  on  which 
it  is  brought  to  the  port  confiscated,  and  the  Chinese  in  whose  possession 
it  may  be  found  for  sale  punished  with  death.  Under  any  circumstances 
it  is  beneath  the  Company  to  be  engaged  in  such  a  clandestine  trade;  we, 
therefore,  hereby  positively  prohibit  am  more  ophium  being  sent  to 
China  on  the  Company’s  account. 

57.  Mr.  Samuel  Farmer,  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Farmer  and  others 
claiming  under  the  will  of  the  late  Captain  Edward  Roch,  having  repre¬ 
sented  to  us  that  the  attornies  of  William  Bensley  Esquire,  the  acting 
executor,  had  been  refused  payment  of  two  bonds,  one  for  current 
rupees  48,900  and  the  other  for  8,700  current  rupees  bearing  interest  at 
5  per  cent  per  annum,  owing  to  the  Sub  Treasurer’s  construction  of  a 
memorandum  made  on  those  bonds  bv  Mr.  Renslev,  but  that  gentleman 
having  signified  to  us  liis  desire  that  the  abovementioned  bonds  mav 
be  paid  to  his  attornies,  we  therefore  direct  that  you  pay  the  said  two 
bonds,  one  of  which  is  No.  858,  dated  17th  July  1776,  for  current  rupees 
forty  eight  thousand  nine  hundred,  and  the  other  No.  859,  dated  31st 
July  1776,  for  eight  thousand  seven  hundred  current  mpees  with  such 
interest  as  may  be  due  thereon,  and  grant  bills  of  exchange  for  the 
amount  payable  to  William  Bensley  Esquire  or  order. 

58.  As  we  are  apprehensive  of  a  great  deficiency  in  our  cash  in 
England,  in  consequence  of  the  stagnation  of  our  commerce,  we  are 
under  the  necessity  of  prohibiting  you  from  drawing  any  bills  of  exchange 
upon  the  Court  of  Directors  the  ensuing  season,  except  upon  the  most 
urgent  occasions,  unless  it  be  for  the  amount  of  the  bonds  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  paragraph,  the  sum  of  £2^,000  for  Lord  Clive’s  jaghire, 
and  £500  to  Sir  Charles  Raymond  Baronet;  should  you  deviate  from 
our  above  order,  your  justification  will  depend  entirely  on  the  evident 
necessity  you  shall  be  under  for  so  doing. 

59.  In  our  general  instructions  to  your  Government  of  the  59th 
March  1774,  paragraph  55,  we  directed  that  you  do  not,  on  any  account 
or  under  any  pretence  whatsoever,  suffer  any  European  to  hold  any  post 
or  to  exercise  any  office  in  our  service,  civil  or  military,  who  shall  not 
have  been  appointed  or  admitted  into  the  Company  s  service  by  the 
express  authority  of  the  Court  of  Directors.  W^e  understand,  however, 
that  various  departments,  at  and  under  your  Presidency,  are  occupied 
by  persons  not  within  the  above  description;  it  is  therefore  our  pleasure 
that  such  persons  be  forthwith  removed.  When  we  consider  the  repre¬ 
sentation  you  have  made  to  us,  in  your  Revenue  Letter  of  the  5th  Ma} 
1781,  of  the  number  of  our  covenanted  servants  out  of  employ  we  are 
convinced  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  enforcing  this  order,  which  must 
be  carried  into  execution  without  any  exceptions,  and  direct  that  the 
salary  and  allowances  to  such  unauthorized  persons  as  abovementioned 
do  cease  upon  the  receipt  hereof. 
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60.  As  we  have  disapproved  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Richard 
Joseph  Sulivan  to  be  Resident  from  your  Government  at  Fort  St.  George  so  , 
we  cannot  acquiesce  in  a  similar  appointment  of  Mr.  James  Lucy  Dighton 
to  be  Resident  at  Bombay;  the  said  appointment  is  therefore  hereby 
annulled.  And  we  forbid  all  such  appointments  being  made  in  future. 

61.  On  considering  the  long  services  and  merits  of  Mr.  Robert 
Gregory  junior  we  have  thought  proper  to  appoint  him  to  be  assistant 
to  the  Revenue  Council  at  Patna,  and  to  succeed  to  that  Chiefship  on 
the  first  vacancy. 

6 2.  From  the  appearance  in  the  correspondence,  on  your  Secret 
Consultations  of  14th  June  1781,  between  Mr.  Middleton,  our  Resident 
at  Oude,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  who  was  sent  to  F\zoola  Khan,  a  Rohilla 
Chief,  to  require  from  him  the  quota  of  troops  with  which  by  treaty  he 
was  bound  to  furnish  the  Vizier,  we  cannot  but  be  under  some  appie- 
hensions  for  the  event. 

63.  It  is  exceedingly  proper  that  your  Government  should  see  that 
Fyzoola  Khan  fulfils  his  engagement  with  the  Vizier,  according  to  the 
treaty  guaranteed  by  the  Company;  but  we  wish  rather  to  be  considered 
as  the  guardians  of  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  the  native  powers  of 
India,  with  whom  we  are  in  any  degree  connected,  than  as  the  instruments 
of  oppression.  We  hope  and  trust,  therefore,  that  no  hostile  steps  have 
been  taken  against  the  Rohilla  Chief. 

64.  To  procure  and  maintain  the  peace  of  India,  to  quiet  the  fears 
of  the  neighbouring  powers,  who,  from  the  conduct  of  our  servants, 
have  had  too  much  reason  to  be  jealous  of  our  encroachments,  to  adhere 
strictly  to  treaties  and  never  to  be  the  aggressors,  to  secure  to  the  natives, 
under  the  immediate  government  of  the  Company,  the  undisturbed 
execise  [exercise]  of  their  religion  and  customs,  and  to  encourage 
cultivation,  manufactories  and  commerce  are  the  means  by  which  we  hope 
to  regain  the  confidence  of  the  native  princes,  and  the  attachment  of  the 
people.  By  such  means,  and  by  such  alone,  we  may  hope  to  see  our  affairs 
once  more  flourish,  and  permanency  again  given  to  the  Company’s  pos¬ 
sessions  in  the  East  Indies. 

65.  We  have  permitted  Captain  Swiney  Toone,  who  came  home 
for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  to  return  to  your  Presidency  without 
prejudice  to  his  rank;  we  consider  him  particularly  entitled  to  this  mark 
of  our  attention  as  well  on  account  of  his  general  good  character  as 
for  services  rendered  to  the  Company  under  our  orders,  since  he  has 
been  in  Europe. 

66  The  following  gentlemen  are  appointed  cadets  for  Bengal,  in 
the  room  of  several  who  did  not  proceed  thither  last  season,  who  are 
to  take  rank  on  their  arrival  in  the  undermentioned  manner,  viz., 

Thomas  Cowley — next  below  Ulysses  Browne 
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William  Izod  Moseley — next  below  John  Munro 

Henry  Royle — next  below  James  Simpson 

Walter  Hawkes — next  below  William  Hemming 

Bridges  Kearney — in  the  room  and  with  the  rank  of  Thomas  Bourchier 

Thomas  Dance — in  the  room  and  with  the  rank  of  John  Hamilton. 

67.  We  have  appointed  Messrs  Henry  Johnston  and  Thomas 
Penson,  who  are  abroad,  to  be  cadets  for  your  Presidency;  if  they  should 
be  in  Bengal  they  must  be  acquainted  with  their  appointments;  their 
rank  will  appear  by  the  lists  sent  in  the  packet. 

68.  Mr.  John  Aird,  a  cadet  for  your  Presidency,  who  takes  his 
passage  on  the  Winter  ton ,  is  on  his  arrival  to  take  the  rank  assigned 
to  Mackenzie  Aird  by  the  49th  paragiaph  of  our  letter  of  the  25th 
January  last. 

69.  Messrs  James  Salmon,  Frederick  French,  Gilbert  Ram[sa\], 
Baldwin  Duppa  Hancorn,  John  Read  and  Jos.  Shaw,  appointed  cadets 
for  your  Presidency,  have  our  permission  to  remain  in  England  until 
next  season  without  prejudice  to  their  ranks. 

70.  Your  giving  majors’  commissions  to  Captains  John  Dodds, 
James  Lewis  and  Alexander  Maglashan,  on  purpose  to  enable  them 
to  partake  of  the  Military  Fund  in  such  advanced  rank,  was  highly 
improper;  and  as  we  cannot  but  consider  such  appointments  as  tending 
to  pervert  the  real  intention  of  that  institution  we  positively  forbid  the 
like  being  practised  in  future. 

71.  The  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  having,  upon 
the  peculiar  circumstances  represented  to  their  lordships  as  stated  in 
the  7th  paragraph  of  your  letter  of  30th  April  1781,  given  their  consent 
to  our  accepting  sundry  certificates  drawn  by  you  in  favor  of  the  com¬ 
manders  and  officers  of  the  Neptune  and  Bellmont,  amounting  to  £  16,000, 
we  have  accordingly  accepted  them  on  the  usual  terms. 

72.  We  disapprove  of  your  having  granted  to  the  commanders  and 
officers  of  the  ships  Em  l  of  Dartmouth ,  Rockford  and  Grosvenor  the 
indulgence  of  paying  into  our  cash  £16,000  for  certificates  for  each  ship, 
as  it  is  very  inconvenient  to  repay  the  same  in  the  present  situation 
of  the  Company’s  affairs  and  contrary  to  Act  of  Parliament,  and  therefore 
such  indulgence  must  be  discontinued  in  future. 

73.  We  have  not  accepted  the  beforementioned  certificates  for  the 
extra  £8,000  for  each  of  the  ships  Ecu l  of  Dartmouth ,  Rockford  and 
Governor  [Grosvenor],  but  ha\e  submitted  the  same  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury. 

74.  Having  in  several  of  our  letters  to  you  since  1773  ordered  legal 
proceedings  to  be  taken  against  sundry  persons  therein  named  we  direct 
that  you  lose  no  time  in  bringing  these  several  suits  to  determination, 
and  particularly  inform  us  of  "the  state  thereof,  the  grounds  of  defence 
and  when  they  may  probably  be  brought  to  trial. 

75.  As  it  is  highly  necessary  that  we  should  be  regularly  informed, 
from  time  to  time,  of  the  state  of  the  law  suits  in  which  the  Company 
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is  engaged  with  Europeans  we  therefore  direct  that  you  send  us,  in 
duplicate,  an  account  of  all  such  suits  which  have  been  commenced  or 
ordered  to  be  commenced  in  the  Supreme  Court  wherein  the  Company 
are  parties,  and  the  state  of  the  proceedings  that  have  been  had  therein. 

76.  The  Right  Honorable  Mr.  Secretary  at  War  having,  by  letter 
dated  the  17th  April  last,  a  copy  whereof  is  enclosed,  applied  to  us  to 
give  directions  for  the  payment  of  the  several  sums  of  money,  theiein 
mentioned,  for  the  victualling  and  subsistence  of  the  2nd  battalion  of 
the  42nd  Regiment  of  Foot,  and  for  subsistence  money  advanced  to 
Lieutenant  Anthony  Elwood  of  the  101st  and  Lieutenant  Robert  Gregg 
of  the  102nd  Regiment  of  the  King’s  troops,  now  serving  in  India,  you 
are  to  pay  the  same  as  part  of  the  sum  due  to  those  regiments  respectively, 
agreeable  to  the  Act  passed  last  session  of  Parliament.  Copies  of  the 
several  papers,  mentioned  in  the  above  letter  to  be  enclosed  to  us,  are 
now  forwarded  for  your  information. 

77.  It  having  appeared  to  our  Committee  for  the  Management  and 
Application  of  the  Military  Fund  that  no  distinction  has  been  made 
between  the  surgeons  serving  in  the  factories  and  those  attending  the 
army,  and  as  we  are  of  opinion  that  only  those  who  serve  with  the  army 
are  entitled  to  partake  of  the  said  fund  we  direct  that  certificates  xyid 
recommendations  for  pensions  be  granted  in  future  to  such  surgeons  only 
as  have  been  actually  employed  in  the  army  and  are  invalided. 

78.  Recommendations  having  been  granted,  to  entitle  persons  to 
the  benefit  of  the  Military  Fund,  to  several  who  wex*e  not  within  the 
description  of  the  deed  we  therefore  cannot  but  express  our  disapproval  of 
such  recommendation  and  positively  direct  that  particular  attention  be 
paid  to  the  circumstances  on  which  every  person  grounds  his  or  her  claim, 
who  shall  hereafter  apply  for  a  certificate  to  be  admitted  a  pensioner. 

79.  From  the  very  critical  situation  of  public  affairs  and  the  pro¬ 
bability  of  our  several  outward  bound  ships,  now  at  Portsmouth,  being 
required  to  put  to  sea  at  the  shortest  notice  we  have  thought  proper 
to  send  you  such  parts  of  our  answers  to  your  advices  as  are  already 
compleated.  And  should  we  have  time  before  the  ship’s  departure  to 
send  you  our  further  remarks  and  orders  we  shall  not  fail  to  embrace 
the  opportunity. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Robt.  Gregory  /  Henry  Fletcher  / 
John  Harrison/George  Tatem  / Jac. 
Wilkinson  /  Chas.  Boddam  /  John 
Hunter  /  Joseph  Sparkes  /  R.  Hall  / 
John  Smith  /  John  Roberts  /  Step. 
Lushington/Ben.  Booth/ W.  Devay- 
London,  nes  /  George  Cuming/Jas.  Moffatt  / 

12th  July  1782.  Nath.  Smith. 

Company  s  General  Letter  to  Bengal  (triplicate). 

No,  1. 


LETTER  DATED  28  AUGUST  1782 

The  Tanjoie  Raja's  rights — Governor  GenoaVs  proceedings  against 
Foivke  and  Bus  tow  reveised* — the  Bijaigarh  prize  money — construction 
of  Calculla-Ghunar  Road — Raja  Chait  Singh's  case  reviewed. 

£^UR.  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  By  the  unavoidable  detention  of  the  Company's  ships  at  Spithead 
we  are  enabled  to  repi>  to  some  material  parts  of  your  advices  and  to 
furnish  you  with  our  fuithei  directions,  in  addition  to  those  in  our  last 
letter  ol  the  12th  ultimo. 

2.  The  Right  Honorable  Lord  Macartney  has  transmitted  to  us 
copy  of  a  letter,  which  he  received  from  the  Governor  General,  dated  33d 
July  1781,  an  extract  from  which  is  as  follows:  “1  can  say  little  upon  the 
subject  of  Tanjore,  for  I  can  hardly  allow  it  the  credit  of  a  serious 
argument.  The  meanness  of  our  first  settlers  dignified  the  Rajah  writh 
title  of  king;  and  bv  that  misnomer,  if  I  may  call  it  so,  he  has  acquired 
all  the  prerogatives  of  royalty,  though  the  Nabob,  his  undoubted  sovereign, 
has  been,  without  scruple,  treated  as  a  dependant  If  these  ridiculous 
prejudices  are  allowed  to  operate  against  every  principle  of  justice  and 
policy  and  (I  must  add)  of  commonsense  it  is  a  pity  that  they  could  not 
be  confined  to  the  season  of  peace  and  security.  Surely  this  is  not  a  time 
to  encourage  or  yield  to  the  delusion.  The  late  President  and  Select 
Committee  informed  us  that  the  Rajah  had  refused  to  contribute  a  store 
of  grain  to  the  subsistence  of  the  army,  for  which  the  President  had 
written  to  him  a  letter  expressive  of  his  displeasure.  This  is  a  language 
so  remote  from  my  conceptions  of  the  actual  and  absolute  rights  of  your 
Government,  while  it  is  charged  with  the  entire  defence  of  the  state,  of 
which  the  Raja  of  Tanjore  is  ai  member,  and  of  his  dependence  [sic]9  that 
I  can  scarce  offer  an  opinion  which  shall  not  appear  extravagant  in  the 
comparison.  In  a  word  I  think  it  improper  at  such  a  time  to  leave  the 
Rajah  an  opinion  [option]  to  withhold  a  grain  of  his  store,  or  a  rupee  of 
his  treasury,  from  the  service  of  the  general  state;  and  most  heartily  advise 
that  while  that  service,  in  the  present  desperate  condition  of  it,  lasts, 
the  whole,  with  the  single  reservation  of  his  own  personal  subsistence, 
be  taken  out  of  his  hands  in  better  trust  for  the  public  use.  These  are 
my  public,  not  private,  sentiments,  and  your  Lordship  is  welcome  to  avail 
yourself  of  them  in  any  manner  you  please.  Most  heartily  do  I  wish 
that  they  may  be  conformable  to  your  own.” 

3.  The  sentiments  contained  in  the  preceding  extract  are  so  diame¬ 
trically  opposite  to  those  which  we  entertain  respecting  the  rights  of  the 
Rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  the  other  powers  connected  with  the  Company, 
and  are  so  repugnant  to  every  idea  of  justice  and  moderation,  and  the 
agreement  subsisting  between  us  and  the  Rajah,  that  we  cannot  but  express 
our  extreme  surprize  thereat.  We  hope  and  trust  that  they  have  made 


8 


66 


LETTER  FROM  COURT 


no  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Fort 
St  George  that  may  prove  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  the  Rajah.  We 
have  written  a  letter  to  His  Excellency  by  this  dispatch,  a  copy  whereof 
is  enclosed  for  vour  notice,  wherein  we  have  assured  him  of  our  unalter¬ 
able  determination  to  support  and  protect  him  in  the  management  and 
government  of  his  own  territories,  according  to  the  agieemeni  subsisting 
between  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  the  Rajah  and  the  Company,  and  to 
guarantee  to  him  and  his  family  the  quiet  possession  of  his  country.  We 
have  therefore  given  directions  to  our  servants  at  Madrass  to  govern 
themselves  in  all  their  transactions  with  the  Rajah,  agreeabl)  to  these 
determinations. 

4.  Your  proceedings  respecting  Mr.  Francis  Fowke 
surprizing  to  us.  Mr.  Fowke's  first  appointment  to  be  Resident  at 
Benaras  was  in  August  1775.  He  was  recalled  from  thence  in  December 

1776,  and  Mr.  Graham  appointed  to  succeed  him.  Our  orders  however 
of  the  30th  January  1778  were  positive  for  his  restoration,  but  they  weie 
rendered  ineffectual  by  your  resolution,  in  July  1778,  to  suspend  the 
execution  of  them.  In  May  1779,  we  repeated  the  orders  respecting 
Mr.  Fowke,  and  in  consequence  thereof  Mr.  Fowke  was  again  appointed 
to  proceed  to  Benaras.  But  judge  of  our  astonishment  to  find  that  in 
January  1781,  in  contempt  of  our  authority,  Mr.  Fowke  was  once  more 
removed  from  his  station  at  Benaras.  So  far  from  a  charge  having  been 
brought  against  him,  on  which  ground  alone  his  removal  could  be 
justified,  we  find  his  conduct  approved  and  his  character  esteemed;  and  in 
lieu  of  that  station  from  which  he  is  thus  removed  another  positive  order 
of  the  Company  was  broken  through  by  his  being  appointed  agent  for 
the  provision  of  boats  to  be  employed  for  the  military  service  of  your 
establishment,  with  a  commission  of  15  per  cent  upon  his  disbursements, 
and  an  allowance  given  him  of  rupees  1,000  per  month,  until  the  expiration 
of  the  then  subsisting  boat  contract. 

5.  Without  meaning  to  disapprove  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Markham, 
who  was  appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Fowke  at  Benaras,  but  merely  to 
vindicate  the  authority  of  the  Court  of  Directors  we  hereby  direct  that 
Mr.  Fowke  do  immediately  resume  his  station  at  Benaras.  As  to  the  boat 
agency  that  appointment  must  be  immediately  annulled,  and  the  business 
performed  by  contract,  in  the  manner  repeatedly  laid  down  for  your 
guidance. 

6.  Equally  extraordinary  and  unwarrantable  have  been  your  proceed¬ 
ings  respecting  Mr.  John  Bristow.  He  was  appointed  Resident  at  Owcfe 
in  December  1774*  In  December  1776,  he  was  recalled  without  the  shadow 
of  a  charge  being  exhibited  against  him.  By  our  letter  of  the  4th  July 

1777,  we  signified  our  disapprobation  of  the  proceeding^  against  Mr.  Bris¬ 
tow,  and  directed  that  he  should  be  restored  to  his  station;  which  direc¬ 
tion  we  confirmed  by  our  subsequent  letter  of  the  %  3rd  December  1778. 
Mr.  Bristow  arrived  in  India  in  February  1780,  and  in  October  of  the 
same  year  it  was  resolved  by  your  Board  that  Mr.  Bristow  should  return 
to  Owde  but  that  his  appointment  should  be  limited  solely  to  the  conduct 
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of  political  negotiations,  Mr.  Middleton  being  at  the  same  time  nominated 
.to  settle  pecuniary  matters  with  the  Vizier.  On  the  21st  of  May  1781, 
upon  receiving  a  letter  from  the  Vizier,  expressing  his  desire  that  Mr. 
Bristow  should  be  removed  from  his  court,  he  was  again  recalled.  But 
without  entering  into  the  consideration  of  this  matter,  and  in  order  to 
vindicate  and  uphold  our  own  authority,  we  do  hereby  positively  direct 
that  Mr.  Bristow  do  forthwith  proceed  to  Owde  in  the  station  of  our 
Resident  there.  We  do  not  mean  in  the  least  to  reflect  on  the  character 
and  ability  of  Mr.  Middleton  who  must  be  immediately  recalled  from 
thence,  but  it  is  a  duty  incumbent  upon  us  thus  to  maintain  the  respect 
due  to  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors.  You  are  likewise  to  observe 
that  we  shall  not  suffer  any  other  person  to  proceed  to  Owde  for  the 
management  of  the  finance,  one  person  being  in  our  opinion  sufficient 
to  transact  our  business  there  as  principal  in  both  those  departments,  and 
we  expect  our  orders  respecting  the  succession  to  that  Residency  be  fully 
complied  with. 

7.  When  we  consider  the  peremptory  and  repeated  'orders  which 
we  have  given  respecting  the  appointment  of  field  officers  we  cannot 
but  express  our  displeasure  at  the  various  instances  of  disobedience 
thereto.  But  we  are  struck  with  particular  astonishment  to  find  that 
in  consequence  of  vour  military  arrangements  in  1780,  no  less  a  number 
than  thirty  six  captains  were  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major,  besides 
84  lieutenants  to  the  rank  of  captain  and  124  ensigns  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant. 

8.  We  do  not  find  that  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  our  Commander  in  Chief, 
was  consulted  upon  the  occasion,  but  on  the  contrary  we  have  before 
us  a  strong  protest  from  him,  both  against  the  arrangements  and  the 
promotions  in  consequence  of  them,  .declaring  the  whole  to  be 
“  irregular,  unmilitary  and  burthening  the  Company  with  an  enormous 
additional  expence,  which  he  was  clearly  satisfied  there  was  no  necessity 
for  incurring  and  much  less  at  a  time  when  the  Company’s  funds  could 
so  ill  afford  it.” 

9.  Admitting,  however,  the  necessity  for  the  arrangement  made 
in  the  sepoy  corps,  we  see  no  reason  for  putting  a  major  at  the  head 
of  each  regiment,  with  an  additional  allowance  of  600  rupees  per  month, 
when  in  our  opinion  a  captain  might  have  done  the  duty,  nor  for 
appointing  a  captain  to  the  head  of  each  battalion  when  the  service 
might  have  been  performed  by  a  lieutenant.  We  do  therefore  hereby 
positively  direct  that  the  advanced  pay  and  allowances  to  the  officers, 
thus  appointed  to  the  rank  of  major  and  captain,  be  immediately 
discontinued,  until  those  officers  shall  have  risen  to  such  superior  rank, 
according  to  the  establishment  of  the  army  before  the  regulations  above- 
mentioned  took  place. 

10.  We  observe  likewise  that,  with  the  same  disregard  to  our 
orders,  you  have  promoted  Lieutenant  Colonel  Blair  to  the  rank  of 
colonel  thereby  superceding  a  very  deserving  officer.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Totfingham.  We  therefore  direct  that  you  grant  to  the  latter  a  brevet 
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commission  of  colonel  upon  the  receipt  hereof,  and  that  he  be  restoied 
to  his  proper  rank,  which  is  next  below  Colonel  Muir1  in  the  nvLuur\. 
but  neither  of  the  said  officers,  nor  such  others  as  may  have  been  piomoted 
to  the  rank  of  field  officers  or  any  others  advanced  to  superior  rank 
contrary  to  our  orders,  are  to  receive  the  pay  and  allowances  annexed 
to  their  advanced  rank  until  they  shall  have  risen  theieto,  accoiding 
to  the  establishment  of  the  army. 

n.  We  shall  take  another  opportunity  of  remarking,  in  stronger 
terms,  on  the  deviations  from  our  orders  in  this  respect.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  we  positively  direct  that  you  do  not  make  any  promotions  of 
held  officers  above  the  establishment  on  any  account  or  pretence 
whatsoever. 


u.  We  have  already  given  you  our  sentiments  on  your  late  milium 
arrangements  so  far  as  they  regard  the  appointment  of  officers  to  superior 
rank  beyond  the  establishment  of  the  army.  We  continue  oi  the  same 
opinion  respecting  such  a  disobedience  of  orders,  and  think  it  necessary 
to  repeat  our  directions  that  you  do  not  appoint  any  additional  field 
officers  on  any  pretence  whatsoever.  General  Coote’s  last  letter  to  us 
from  Fort  St.  George  of  so  late  a  date  as  the  59th  January  1785,  has 
confirmed  us  in  our  opinion  on  this  subject.  This  letter  was  written 
after  your  regulations  had  time  to  operate.  The  detachment  under 
Colonel  Pearse  was  included  in  those  regulations.  The  General  must 
therefore  have  experienced  the  ill  effects  of  them.  He  has  expressed 
himself  in  the  following  words:  “  The  swelling  of  the  Bengal  militar\ 
list  with  the  creation  of  such  a  number  of  field  officers,  and  the  advance 
ment  of  the  inferior  ranks  in  proportion,  has  been  productive  of  a 
grievance  severely  felt  by  the  Company’s  old  and  experienced  officers  on 
this  as  well  as  on  the  Bombay  establishment.  As  acting  as  they  now 
are  upon  the  same  services  it  has  been  attended  with  all  the  hardships 
incident  to  supercession.  The  officers  also  in  His  Majesty's  service, 
whilst  acting  in  this  country,  suffer  from  this  new  arrangement.” 

13.  However  competent  we  may  be  to  give  an  opinion  upon  the 

appointment  of  officers  to  superior  rank,  yet  we  confess  ourselves  not 

sufficiently  able  to  judge  of  the  plan  for  new  modelling  your  corps  uf 

native  infantry.  Much  must  depend  on  local  knowledge.  A  plan  the 

objects  of  which  were  to  lessen  expences  and  to  do  justice  to  the  native 

troops,  is  certainly  entitled  to  a  liberal  construction.  But  as  we  had 

appointed  a  Commander  in  Chief  of  such  distinguished  abilities  and 

experiende  as  Sir  Eyre  Coote  his  opinion  ought  certainly  to  have  been 

asked,  and  his  approbation  obtained,  before  you  resolved  to  put  it  in 
execution. 


14.  We  cannot,  however,  avoid  remarking  on  a  very  extraordinary 
passage  in  the  letter  from  General  Stibbert  on  this  ocmLn  a”d  wlih 
was  adopted  by  you  in  your  letter  of  the  yth  of  January  1781.  Aftei 
o  serving  that  abuses  had,  from  a  long  course  of  practise,  insinuated 
themselves  throughout  the  army,  and  which  were  of  a  natme  tending 
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immediately  to  the  ruin  of  the  corps  composing  our  native  infantr\,  and 
-consequently  to  the  endangering  the  British  interests  in  India,  General 
Stibbert  adds  that  totally  to  debar  officers  from  all  perquisites  and 
emoluments  whatsoever,  without  advancing  their  rank  and  salary,  would 
produce  no  other  consequence  than  that  of  rendering  them  to  a  man 
disaffected  to  the  service. 

15.  Such  unmilitary  ideas  coming  from  a  provincial  Commander 
in  Chief  cannot  but  astonish  us.  Abuses  have  crept  into  the  service 
leading  to  its  immediate  ruin,  and  a  remedy  is  not  to  be  applied  without 
countenancing  other  abuses  and  without  a  positive  breach  of  our  orders. 
To  preserve  the  British  interests  in  India  these  abuses  must  be  remedied, 
but  the  remedy  is  to  be  at  the  expense  of  the  Company.  And  if  we 
do  not  consent  to  this,  our  provincial  Commander  in  Chief  has  told  us 
that,  to  a  man,  the  officers  will  be  disaffected  to  the  service.  But  we  have 
a  better  opinion  of  the  generality  of  the  officers  employed  in  India. 
We  think  they  will  chearfully  acquiesce  in  measures  taken  for  the  remedy 
of  abuses  without  a  compensation,  will  content  themselves  with  the  fair 
emoluments  of  their  stations,  and  not  be  disaffected  to  a  service,  the 
advantages  of  which  are  allowed  to  exceed  any  other,  because  it  is 
necessary  to  make  reforms  in  order  to  prevent  that  service  being  brought 
to  ruin.  We  desire  that  you  communicate  these  our  sentiments  to 
General  Stibbert. 

16.  We  highly  approve  of  your  conduct  respecting  Major  Peter 
Grant  who  was  charged  with  having  attempted  to  defraud  the  sepoys 
under  his  command  of  their  pay,  batta  and  other  dues,  with  having 
delivered  false  musters  and  drawn  pay  for  the  full  complement  of  his 
battalion,  although  the  same  was  incomplete,  and  with  having  excited 
the  sepoys  to  mutiny  and  desertion.  We  find  that  he  was  adjudged 
guilty  of  the  first  and  second  charges  and  sentenced  to  be  cashiered,  which 
sentence  you  very  properly  approved.  Major  Grant  must  therefore  be 
immediately  ordered  to  proceed  to  England. 

17.  We  hereby  direct  that  you  observe  it  as  a  standing  order  that 
whenever  officers  shall  be  dismissed  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court 
martial,  and  the  same  meeting  with  your  approval,  such  officers  must  on 
no  account  be  permitted  to  remain  in  India. 

18.  In  reply  to  the  45th  and  46th  paragraphs  of  your  letter  of  the 
29th  of  November  1780,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  an  Adjutant 
General  over  India,  we  must  refer  you  to  our  orders  of  the  3rd  March 
1775,  paragraph  87.  In  addition  thereto,  we  are  to  inform  you  that  on 
the  9th  of  the  same  month  the  General  Court  of  Proprietors,  for  the 
third  time,  did  not  think  proper  to  agree  in  the  expediency  of  such  an 
office.  With  three  resolutions  of  the  General  Court  against  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  an  Adjutant  General  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  yield  to  your 
recommendation  in  this  respect;  such  an  appointment  therefore  must  on 
no  account  take  place. 
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19.  The  Governor  General  in  his  letter  to  your  Board  of  the  8th 
December  1781,  at  Benaras,  having  remarked  on  the  precipitance  with- 
which  the  captors  of  Bijeghur  proceeded  to  a  division  of  the  treasure2 
and  other  valuable  effects  found  there,  without  waiting  your  decision 
thereon,  we  direct  that  the  conduct  of  the  commanding  officer  upon 
this  occasion  be  immediately  enquired  into  by  a  court  martial,  and 
that  you  acquaint  us  with  the  result  by  the  first  opportunity. 

20.  Lieutenant  Hugh  Stafford  who,  wc  advised  you  in  our  letter 
of  31st  May  1781,  had  our  permission  to  proceed  on  a  Dane  ship,  being 
disappointed  of  that  opportunity,  now  returns  to  his  rank  on  one  of 
His  Majesty’s  store  ships. 

ai.  Since  writing  our  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  we  have  received 
a  letter  from  the  Right  Honorable  the  Secretary  at  War,  dated  9th 
ultimo,  copy  whereof  is  enclosed,  signifying  that  upon  the  death  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Seaforth  His  Majesty  was  pleased  to  appoint  Colonel  Humber- 
stone  of  the  100th  Regiment  to  the  78th  Regiment,  and  to  direct  that 
from  the  13th  February  last,  the  field  officers  of  the  78th  Regiment 
should  consist  of  two  lieutenant  colonels  and  one  major  instead 
of  one  lieutenant  colonel  and  two  majors,  and  that  Colonel  Bruce 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  100th  Regiment  vice  Humbcrstouc, 
in  consequence  whereof  the  corps  has  one  colonel  and  two  majors  instead 
of  one  lieutenant  and  two  majors;  and  as  the  78th  and  100th  Regiments 
make  part  of  His  Majesty’s  forces  which,  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  year 
1781,  are  to  be  paid  for  by  the  East  India  Company,  we  therefore  give 
you  this  information  that  you  may  regulate  yourselves  agreeable  to 
the  aforesaid  Act. 

22.  Your  proceedings  of  the  7th  of  July  1781  respecting  the  road 
to  be  made  from  Calcutta  to  Chunargur  could  not  fail  to  attract  our 
notice.  This  undertaking  we  find  is  to  cost  the  Company  at  least  two 
lacks  and  a  half  of  rupees. 

23.  When  we  consider  the  enormous  amount  of  your  military 
charges,  the  scarcity  of  cash  at  our  other  Presidencies  whereby  they  are 
unable  to  pay  the  troops,  the  want  of  money  for  the  provision  of  an 
investment,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  every  rupee  being  applied  lo 
the  (purposes  abovementioned,  we  are  astonished  at  the  measure;  nor 
can  we  withhold  our  surprize  at  your  having  agreed  to  allow  the  officer 
appointed  to  superintend  the  work  the  enormous  gratuity  of  50,000 
sicca  rupees,  which  we  can  by  no  means  give  our  consent  to,  but  if  upon 
the  completion  of  the  business  the  officer  shall  appear  entitled  to  some 
reward  we  will,  upon  your  recommendation,  take  the  same  into  our 
consideration. 

24.  In  time  of  peace,  and  with  a  flowing  treasury,  there  might  not 
have  been  much  objection  to  a  work  of  this  kind,  but  even  then  the 
matter  ought  to  have  been  submitted  to  our  previous  consideration  and 
final  determination,  agreeably  to  our  orders  of  the  16th  April  1777, 
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paragraphs  52  and  53,  the  Governor  General  having  declared  it  to  have 
•  been  long  in  contemplation.  B<ut  so  trifling,  in  your  estimation,  even 
in  the  present  critical  situation  of  the  Company's  affairs,  is  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  two  or  three  lacks  of  rupees  that  you  have  not  so  much  as 
mentioned  the  subject  to  us  in  any  of  your  letters. 

25.  However,  as  the  business  will  be  in  great  forwardness  by  the 
time  of  your  receipt  hereof,  we  have  only  to  enjoin  you  never  to  exceed 
the  sum  of  rupees  16,000  per  annum  for  keeping  the  road  in  repair, 
and  to  direct  that  all  future  projects  of  this  kind  be  submitted  to  our 
consideration  before  you  carry  them  into  execution. 

26.  It  is  necessary  also  to  enjoin  you  to  mention  every  matter  of 
importance  in  your  letters  to  us  with  marginal  references  to  your 
consultations,  that  we  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  reply  to  your 
various  proceedings,  and  to  give  the  earliest  information  thereof  to  His 
Majesty’s  ministers. 

27.  As  we  have  not  time  by  the  present  dispatch  to  send  you  our 
directions  upon  the  regulations  you  have  made  in  the  mode  of  collecting 
our  revenues,  we  shall  take  the  same  fully  into  consideration  and  send 
you  instructions  thereon  by  a  future  opportunity. 

28.  To  prevent  the  great  inconvenience  which  has  arisen  from  the 
want  of  a  due  attention  in  our  commanders  and  officers  in  marking  and 
numbering  their  packages  in  private  trade  we  have  directed  our  several 
commanders  to  cause  every  package  of  private  trade,  which  they  may 
receive  on  board  in  India  and  China  on  their  indulgence,  to  be  marked 
with  the  initials  of  their  own  names,  and  also  to  register  the  same 
agreeably  to  the  said  mark,  specifying  particularly  in  the  register  the 
contents  and  quantity  of  the  contents  of  each  package,  and  •  that  the 
commanders  do  order  all  their  officers  to  mark  their  goods  in  the  same 
manner  and  to  take  care  that  they  comply  therewith.  We  have  also 
ordered  that  commanders  and  officials  within  thirty  days  after  the 
clearing  of  their  ships  at  the  custom-house  here  do  deliver  to  the  clerk 
to  our  Committee  of  Private  Trade  a  true  account  of  all  such  private 
trade  packages  belonging  to  them,  specifying  the  marks,  numbers, 
contents  and  quantity  of  such  contents  agreeably  to  the  register,  as  that 
all  such  packages  as  shall  not  be  found  to  correspond  with  such  register 
will  be  liable  to  confiscation.  The  commanders  of  the  ships  now  under 
dispatch  are  acquainted  with  the  foregoing  orders,  and  we  direct  that 
you  acquaint  all  our  commanders  who  shall  be  at  your  Presidency  with 
the  said  orders,  that  they  may  punctually  comply  with  them  and  avoid 
incurring  the  penalty  of  their  property  being  confiscated, 

29.  George  Cuming  and  James  Moffatt  Esquires  are  returned  from 
Portsmouth  and  have  delivered  to  us  the  returns  of  the  16th  and  part 
of  the  15th  Regiment  of  Hanoverians,  also  a  detachment  of  His  Majesty’s 
73rd  Regiment  of  Foot  on  board  the  ships  under  dispatch,  of  which  we 
send  you  copies  in  the  several  ships’  packets. 
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30.  As  we  have  at  several  times  expressed  an  inclination  to  shew 
some  mark  of  our  favor  to  Mr.  Simeon  Ewart,  at  present  a  fixed  factor 
on  your  establishment,  we  have  thought  proper  to  remove  the  bar  to 
his  succession  in  the  service,  and  direct  that  he  remain  in  his  presen  1 
standing  until  all  the  writers  of  1779  shall  have  risen  10  the  rank  of 
factor  when  Mr.  Ewart  is  to  take  rank  next  below  Mr.  Robert  Holt, 
and  we  further  direct  that  he  do  rise  to  superior  stations  in  the  usual 
manner  as  vacancies  shall  happen  in  the  service. 

31.  As  the  commanders  and  officers  of  the  Company’s  packets  arc 
not  permitted  to  carry  out  any  private  trade  they  arc  not  entitled  to 
the  privilege  of  paying  money  into  our  treasury  for  certificates  on  us. 
You  have  therefore  acted  very  improperly  in  granting  certificates  to  the 
commanders  and  officers  of  the  Company’s  ship  Swallow  and  the  Lively 
packet  for  £3000  each  vessel,  which  must  not  be  repeated  as  we  are  deter* 
mined  to  refuse  our  acceptance  to  any  such  remittances  in  future, 

32.  Having  drawn  upon  us,  by  the  ships  of  this  season,  for  ihc 
remainder  of  the  unclaimed  suras  permitted  to  be  drawn  in  1780,  on 
account  of  deceased  persons’  estates,  which  we  have  accepted,  although 
we  have  disapproved  of  the  measure  in  our  letter  of  the  31st  May  1781, 
we  do  here  repeat  the  orders  then  given  prohibiting  your  drawing  any 
bill  or  bills  of  exchange  to  be  paid  by  the  Company  in  England,  except 
such  as  shall  be  specifically  appropriated  and  described  by  our  orders, 
and  except  in  cases  of  actual  emergency  which  shall  warrant  a  deviation 
from  this  order. 

33.  We  yield  with  pleasure  to  your  recommendation  in  favot  of 
Mr.  Larkins,  your  Accountant  General,  as  expressed  in  the  8th  and  9th 
paragraphs  of  your  General  Letter  of  the  14th  February  1782,  and  hereby 
direct  that  he  do  take  rank  in  our  service,  according  to  his  original 
standing,  next  below  Mr.  Thomas  Calvert.  Mr.  Larkins ’s  merits 
certainly  entitle  him  to  this  mark  of  our  favor,  and  which  he  is  to  consider 
as  a  token  of  our  approbation  of  his  conduct;  but  we  must  at  the  same 
time  direct  that  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  his  own  letter,  a  copy  whereof 
we  received  by  the  Nancy ,  Mr.  Larkins  do  on  no  account  quit  his  present 
post,  in  which  he  is  so  eminently  useful,  without  our  permission. 

34.  We  have  for  the  third  time  been  applied  to  by  ihe  executors 
of  the  will  of  the  late  Captain  Henry  Spellman  of  your  cavalry,  who  died 
in  Calcutta  in  April  1765*  ***  respect  to  a  sum  said  to  be  due  to  his  estate 
on  account  of  disbursements  made  to  him  for  horses,  accoutrements  etc 
furnished  to  the  troop [s].  In  our  General  Letter  to  your  Presidency,  dated 
25th  March  1772  (per  Prince  of  Wales),  wc  directed  that  you  would 
without  delay  make  full  enquiry  into  the  whole  of  this  transaction  and 
advise  ns  of  the  result  of  your  investigation,  but  have  not  received  any 
answer  relative  to  this  affair. 

35..  As  the  whole  of  this  transaction  is  fully  stated  in  the  last 
memorial  of  the  said  executors  and  papers  accompanying  it,  copies  of 
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which  go  a  number  in  the  packet,  we  relcr  you  thereto  lor  all  the 
information  we  can  give  relative  to  this  matter,  and  positiveh  direct  that 
you  will  take  the  same  into  your  immediate  consideration,  and  whatever 
sum  may  appear  to  be  justly  due  from  the  Company  to  the  estate  of  the 
said  Captain  Henry  Spellman,  you  will  cause  the  same  to  be  paid  to  such 
persons,  at  Calcutta,  as  may  be  authorized  to  receive  the  same. 

36.  The  very  ill  state  of  health  of  Robert  Gregory  Esquire,  our  late 
worthy  Chairman,  having  obliged  him  to  retire  from  the  direction,  v\e 
have  elected  Sir  Henry  Fletcher  Baronet,  Chairman,  and  Nathaniel  Smith 
Esquire,  Deputy-Chairman.  These  gentlemen,  together  with  John 
Harrison  Esquire,  are  invested  with  the  -usual  powers  relative  to  all  naval 
and  military  operations. 

37.  We  have  appointed  Mr.  James  Monat  to  be  a  piactiuoner 
engineer  at  your  Presidency,  and  he  is  to  take  rank  as  voungest  ensign 
from  the  time  of  his  arrival. 

38.  Mr.  John  Read,  appointed  a  cadet  for  your  Presidency,  who 
had  leave  to  stay  in  England  untill  next  season  without  prejudice  to  his 
rank,  now  proceeds  on  the  Cato  man  of  wTar. 

39.  Having  examined  your  proceedings  relative  to  the  appointment 
of  Major  Fairfax,  with  his  pay  and  allowances,  to  have  charge  of  the 
Governor  General’s  narrative  of  his  transactions  at  Benares,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  the  said  appointment  wras  not  only  unprecedented  but  highly 
improper  and  unnecessary,  and  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  oeconomy 
which  ought  to  be  observed  in  the  management  of  the  Company’s  affairs. 
We  are  the  more  astonished  at  this  appointment  as  Major  Fairfax  has 
candidly  acknowledged  to  us  that  the  state  of  his  health  obliged  him  to 
return  to  England  at  the  time  he  did,  and  that  he  should  have  come 
home  the  preceding  season  had  not  the  situation  of  public  affairs  induced 
him  to  stay.  Should  you,  however,  be  of  opinion  that  he  is  entitled  to 
any  compensation  on  this  account  the  same  is  to  be  given  by  yourselves, 
as  we  will  never  consent  to  the  Company  being  put  to  the  smallest 
expense  by  such  an  unjustifiable  transaction;  and  hereby  positively  direct 
that  no  such  appointment  be  made  in  future  on  any  pretence  whatsoever. 

40.  As  we  are  unable  to  determine  on  what  terms  the  commanders 
and  officers  of  the  packets  from  India  have  been  engaged  on  that  service, 
your  advices  being  totally  silent  on  the  subject,  and  the  only  information 
we  have  been  able  to  obtain  has  been  immediately  from  the  commanders 
themselves,  we  direct  that  vou  do  advise  us,  in  a  very  minute  and 
circumstantial  manner,  of  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  the 
commanders,  officers  and  others  are  entertained,  expressing  the  rate  of 
the  exchange  of  the  rupee. 

41.  From  the  examination  of  the  commanders  of  the  Swallow  and 
Nancy  packets  we  learn  that  they  belong  to  the  marine  establishment; 
it  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  transmit  to  England  annually,  in 
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duplicate,  a  return  of  the  vessels,  also  of  the  commanders  and  officers 
still  continued  on  that  establishment,  with  a  particulai  statement  of  . 
their  rank,  pay  and  respective  allowances. 

4 21.  The  number  of  men  borne  upon  the  books  of  the  before- 
mentioned  packets  is  represented  to  be  agreeable  to  the  war  establishment 
at  Bengal,  but  this  appears  to  us  extravagantly  large,  and  can  b\  no  means 
be  admitted  hereafter.  Wc,  therefore,  direct  the  following  establishment 
for  the  packets  fitted  out  in  future  in  India:  that  for  a  \cssel  of  ioo  tons 
burthen  the  compliment  of  men  be  18,  and  for  every  additional  50  tons 
be  added  5  men  to  the  said  compliment. 

43.  You  are  to  consider  this  establishment  as  your  guide  in  the 
equipment  of  packets  at  your  Presidency,  except  in  instances  where  the 
number  of  Europeans  cannot  be  procured;  in  such  cases  a  sufficient  number 
of  lascars  may  be  shipped  in  the  room  of  the  number  of  Europeans 
wanted.  But  putting  packets  upon  a  Avar  establishment  appears  to  us 
unnecessary  as  we  see  no  good  reason  for  their  being  vessels  of  force. 

44.  The  proceedings  of  your  Government  respecting  Rajah  CheUe 
Sing3  have  been  for  some  time  under  our  serious  consideration.  Our 
enquiry  commenced  with  the  death  of  Sujah  Dowlah  in  1775,  when  the 
Governor  General  •  and  Council  concluded  a  treaty  with  his  successor 
by  Avhich  the  zemindary  of  Benares,  Avith  its  dependencies,  Avas 
surrendered  in  perpetuity  to  the  Company. 

45.  Previous  to  the  conclusion  of  the  beforemen  tinned  treaty  Ave 

find  that  on  the  13th  February  1775,  the  Governor  General  proposed 
that  each  member  of  the  Board  should  deliver  in  his  sentiments  on  the 
conditions  to  be  required  or  acceded  to  for  the  new  treaty.  This  Avas 
accordingly  done,  and  on  the  opinions  then  delivered  the  Governor 
General  proposed  that  the  perpetual  and  independent  possession  of  the 
zemindarry  of  Benares  and  its  dependencies  be  confirmed  and  guarantied 
to  Rajah  Cheyle  Sing,  and  his  heirs,  for  ever,  subject  only  to  the  annual 
payment  of  the  revenue  hitherto  paid  to  the  late  Vizier,  amounting  to 
Benares  sicca  rupees  *3,71,656-12,  that  no  other  demand  be  made  upon 
him  either  by  the  Nabob  of  Chide  or  your  Government,  [nor]  any  kind  of 
authority  or  jurisdiction  exercised,  by  either,  within  the  dominions 
assigned  him.  The  Governor  General’s  observations  on  this  proposition 
are  as  follow:  The  Rajah  of  Benaras,  from  the  situation  of  his 

country  which  is  a  frontier  to  both  the  provinces  of  Owde  and  Bahar, 
may  be  made  a  serviceable  ally  to  the  Company  whenever  their  affairs 
shall  require.  He  has  always  been  considered  in  this  light  both  by 
the  Company  and  the  successive  members  of  the  late  Council;  but  to 
ensure  his  attachment  to  the  Company  his  interest  must  be  connected 
with  it,  which  cannot  be  better  effected  than  by  freeing  him  totally 
from  the  remains  of  his  present  vassalage  under  the  guarantee  and 
protection  of  Company,  and  at  the  same  time  guarding  him  against 
any  apprehensions  from  this  Government,  by  thus  pledging  its  faith 
that  no  encroachments  shall  ever  be  made  on  his  rights  by  the  Company.” 


Warren  Hastings 
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46.  On  the  3rd  of  March  the  Board  resume  [resumed]  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  business  and  the  Governor  General  proposes  [proposed]  the 
following  question,  “Whether  it  shall  be  made  a  condition  of  the  new 
treaty  that  Rajah  Cheyte  Sing  shall  exercise  a  free  and  independent 
authority  in  his  own  dominions,,  subject  only  to  the  payment  of  his 
tribute?”  The  question  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

47.  Every  preliminary  being  settled  with  the  Vizier,  and  the  treaty 
executed,  the  Governor  General  on  the  15th  June  1775,  laid  before  the 
Board  a  minute  with  observations  respecting  the  arrangements  to  be 
made  with  Rajah  Cheyte  Sing,  in  which  he  declares  his  readiness  to 
acquiesce  in  any  plan  which  may  be  proposed  in  terms  by  which  more 
effectual  provision  may  be  made  for  the  interest  of  the  Company,  without 
any  encroachments  on  the  just  rights  of  the  Rajah  or  the  engagements 
actually  subsisting  with  him.  He  proposes  that  Cheyte  Sing  shall  pay 
to  the  Company,  in  equal  monthly  payments,  the  yearly  revenue  of 
22,48,449  sonant  rupees,  that  he  shall  be  empowered  to  exercise  a  complete 
and  uncontrouled  authority  over  his  zemindary  under  the  acknowledged 
sovereignty  of  the  Company,  that  he  shall  maintain  in  constant  pay  a 
body  of  2,000  horse  for  the  service  of  the  Company  whenever  they  shall 
be  required;  and  that  while  the  Rajah  shall  continue  faithful  to  these 
engagements  and  punctual  in  his  payments,  and  shall  pay  due  obedience 
to  the  authority  of  your  Government,  no  more  demands  shall  be  made 
upon  him  by  the  Company  of  any  kind;  nor,  on  any  pretence  whatso¬ 
ever,  shall  any  person  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  his  authority  or  to 
disturb  the  peace  of  his  country.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  minute  the 
Governor  General  observes,  “  That  voluntary  restraint  laid  by  the 
Government  on  its  own  actions  will  afford  the  Rajah  the  greatest 
confidence,  and  naturally  inspire  him  with  sentiments  of  fidelity  and 
attachment,  both  from  the  principles  of  gratitude  and  self  interest; 
without  some  such  appearance  he  will  expect,  with  every  change  of 
Government,  additional  demands  to  be  made  upon  him,  and  will  of 
course,  descend  to  all  the  arts  of  intrigue  and  concealment  practised  by 
other  dependent  Rajahs,  which  will  keep  him  indigent  and  weak  and 
eventually  prove  hurtful  to  the  Company.  By  proper  encouragement 
and  protection  he  may  prove  a  profitable  dependant,  a  useful  barrier 
and  even  a  powerful  ally  to  the  Company;  but  he  will  be  neither  if  the 
conditions  of  his  connection  with  the  Company  are  left  open  to  future 
variations.”  On  the  5th  of  July  the  Board  agreed  with  the  Governor 
General,  except  in  the  article  to  oblige  Rajah  Cheyte  Sing  to  keep  up 
a  body  of  2,000  horse;  they  resolved  indeed  to  recommend  the  same  to 
him,  but  declare  there  shall  be  no  obligation  on  him  to  do  it,  the 
Governor  General  at  the  same  time  observing  that  it  was  far  from  his 
intention  to  propose  this-  or  any  other  article  to  be  imposed  on  the  Rajah 
by  compulsion. 

48.  We  are  much  surprized  at  the  conduct  of  the  Governor  General 
towards  the  Rajah  on  his  arrival  at  Benares,  when  we  observe  that  by 
the  instructions  he  received  for  his  guidance,  previous  to  his  departure 
from  Calcutta,  the  arrangements  he  was  to  make  with  Cheyt  Sing  were 
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to  be  consonant  to  the  mutual  relation  and  actual  engagements  subsisting 
between  the  Company  and  him. 

49.  The  imprisonment  of  his  person  in  the  midst  of  his  counm, 
which  for  time  immemorial  has  been  the  residence  of  the  most  respectable 
persons  of  Hindostan,  thereby  disgracing  him  in  the  eyes  of  his  subjects 
and  others  was  unwarrantable  and  highly  impolitic,  and  may  tend  to 
weaken  the  confidence  which  the  native  princes  of  India  ought  to  have 
in  the  justice  and  moderation  of  the  Company's  Government 

50.  The  resolutions  of  the  Court  of  Diicctois  on  youi  proceedings 
relative  to  Cheyt  Sing  are  as  follow: 

0 

“That  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  on  the  death  of  Sujah 
Dowlah  in  1775,  a  treaty  was  made  by  his  successor  by  which  the 
zemindarry  of  Benaris,  with  its  dependencies,  was  ceded  in  perpetuity 
to  the  East  India  Company 

“  That  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  Rajah  Ghcit  Sing  was 
confirmed  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council  of  Bengal  in  the 
management  of  the  said  zemindary  (subject  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Company)  on  his  paying  a  certain  tribute,  which  was  settled  at  sicca 
rupees  22,66,180,  and  that  the  Bengal  Government  pledged  itself  that 
the  free  and  uncontrouled  possession  of  the  zemindarry  of  Bcnaris 
and  its  dependencies  should  be  confirmed  and  guaranteed  to  the 
Rajah  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  subject  to  such  tribute;  and  that  no 
other  demand  should  be  made  upon  him,  nor  any  kind  of  authority 
or  jurisdiction  exercised  within  the  dominions  assigned  hint,  so  long 
as  he  adhered  to  the  terms  of  his  engagements 

“That  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  the  Governor  General  and 
Council  did,  on  the  5th  July  1775,  recommend  to  Rajah  Cheyt  Sing 
to  keep  up  a  body  of  2000  horse,  but  at  the  same  time  declared  there 
should  be  no  obligation  on  him  to  do  it 

“  That  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  Rajah  Cheyt  Sing  periormed 
his  engagements  with  the  Company  in  the  regular  payment  of  his 
tribute  of  sicca  rupees  25,66,180 

“  That  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  the  conduct  of  the  Governor 
General  towards  the  Rajah,  whilst  he  was  at  Benaris,  was  improper; 
and  that  the  imprisonment  of  his  person,  thereby  disgracing  him  in 
the  eyes  of  his  subjects  and  others,  was  unwarrantable  and  highly 
impolitic,  and  may  tend  to  weaken  the  confidence  which  the  native 
princes  of  India  ought  to  have  in  the  justice  and  moderation  of  the 
Company’s  Government 

51.  Such  further  resolutions  as  we  may  think  proper  to  come  to  on 
this  very  important  subject  will  be  communicated  to  you  by  a  future 
conveyance;  but  we  cannot  avoid  remarking  that  by  the  Governor  General’s 
last  narrative  the  real  object  of  his  journey  to  Benares  was  to  exact  from 
Cheyt  Sing  40  or  50  lacks  of  rupees,  or  to  remove  him  from  his  zemindarry, 
as  appears  by  a  confidential  conversation  which  passed  between  the 
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Governor  General  and  Mr.  Wheler  (as  staled  in  the  narrative)  previous 
to  the  Governor  General’s  departure. 

52.  We  have  permitted  Messrs.  Thomas  Brown  and  Henry  Doghem 
to  proceed  to  Bengal  to  practice  as  barristers  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature. 

53.  Mr.  Patrick  Kelly,  whom  we  appointed  a  cadet  for  Bombay  this 
season,  is  removed  to  Bengal  and  takes  rank  next  below  Mr.  Davis  Sloane 

We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Henry  Fletcher /Nathl.  Smith/ John 
Harrison  /  Heny.  Savage  /  George 
Tatem/John  Smith / George  Cuming/ 
R.  Hall /Step.  Lushington/ Joseph 
London,  Sparkes/John  Hunter/ Jac.  Wilkin - 

the  38th  August  1782.  son/J.  Roberts. 

Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

Received  pel  Bristol  man  of  war,  28th  April  1783. 

No.  l. 
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LETTER  DATED  6  SEPTEMBER  1782 

The  critical  state  of  the  English  on  the  Coromandel  coast . 
QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

In  addition  to  our  letter  of  yesterday's  date1  we  are  to  acquaint  you 
that,  having  had  a  further  communication  with  His  Majesty's  ministers 
upon  the  critical  situation  of  our  affairs  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel,  we 
have  written  the  enclosed  letter  to  our  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George2, 
to  which  we  desire  your  particular  attention,  in  order  that  our  servants 
there  may  be  assisted  in  providing  the  loan  therein  mentioned  should 
they  not  be  able  to  procure  it  at  Madras,  and  should  they  make  applica* 
tion  to  you  for  that  purpose. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

London,  Henry  Fletcher/ Nathl.  Smith/ 

the  6th  September  1782,  John  Harrison. 

From  the  Secret  Committee,  dated  6th  September  1782. 
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LETTER  DATED  26  SEPTEMBER  1782 

Prohibition  of  employment  of  uncovenanled  persons — retrenchment 
of  monthly  writers . 

QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  We  wrote  to  you  on  the  28th  of  August  by  the  following  ships, 
which  sailed  on  their  voyage  the  11th  instant,  vi/.,  Bristol  man  of  war, 
Duke  of  Athol ,  Francis }  Rodney ,  Montague ,  General  Coote ,  Bu.sbridge , 
Winter  Ion ,  and  by  the  Greyhound  packet. 

2.  We  have  taken  up  the  undermentioned  ships  in  part  of  the 
number  designed  to  be  sent  to  India  and  China  the  ensuing  season. 


Tons 

Earl  of  Oxford  ... 

75* 

Captain  John 

> 

White  junr. 

Atlas 

758 

Allen  Cooper 

Lord  Macartney  ... 

755 

William  Hall 

Duke  of  Kingston 

723 

Justinian  Nutt 

Halsewell 

75« 

Richard  Pieice 

t  Coast  and  Bay 

Pi  got  . 

758 

Robert  Morgan 

Van  sit  Lar  t 

758 

Bar  well  . 

755 

Robert  Carr 

Fox  . 

758 

John  Blackburn 

Bellmont 

758 

Wm.  Dick  Gamage 

, 

True  Briton 

758 

John  Broad  ley 

Stormont 

723 

John  Rogers 

York  . 

758 

Jno.  Atkinson 

Blanchard 

Hough  Ion 

755 

James  Munru 

[  Coast  and  China 

Londoti  . 

758 

Lascelles . 

758 

Thomas  Wakefield 

Earl  of  Sandwich 

804 

Charles  Deane 

Walpole . 

7r>8 

«  •  «  1 

> 

St.  Helena  and 

Bencoolen 


3.  As  His  Majesty's  transports  are  not  under  the  orders  of  the 
Company,  and  as  there  is  a  great  probability  of  unlicensed  goods  being 
on  board  those  ships,  we  direct  that  you  be  very  particular  in  your 
enquiries  for  the  discovery  of  such  unlicensed  goods,  and  if  any  shall  be 
found  the  same  must  be  seized  and  sold  on  the  Company’s  account,  and 
you  must  transmit  a  full  and  true  account  of  all  your  proceedings  to  us. 

4.  We  have  already  in  our  letter  of  the  12th  July  last  repeated 
our  orders  of  the  29th  March  1774  that  no  person  should  hold  any 
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appointment  under  the  Company  who  was  not  regularly  admitted  into 
the  service  by  the  express  authority  of  the  Court  of  Directors.  We  are 
confirmed  in  our  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  these  orders  from  observing 
the  expence  incurred  by  the  Company  on  account  of  near  30  persons 
holding  offices  who  are  not  covenanted  serv  ants,  which  amounts  to  no  less 
a  sum  than  £20,000  a  year. 

5.  When  we  consider  that  by  your  late  regulation  for  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  revenues  a  great  number  of  our  servants  of  long  standing 
are  totally  out  of  employ  we  cannot  but  express  our  astonishment  that 
persons  should  have  been .  appointed  Salt  Agents,  Deputy  Paymasters, 
Commissioners  etc.,  who  are  not  in  our  service  and  many  of  whom  remain 
in  India  even  without  our  licence. 

6.  We  do  therefore  most  positively  forbid  the  like  in  future  and 
direct  that  every  person  not  in  the  Company’s  service  who  may  be 
employed  in  those,  or  am  other  stations,  be  forthwith  removed  and  our 
own  covenanted  servants  appointed  in  their  stead. 

7.  We  likewise  observe  that  the  charge  for  monthly  writers  at  your 
Presidency  amounts  to  upwards  of  £4,000  a  year.  This  is  not  only  a  great 
expence  to  the  Company  but  is  likewise  extreamly  injurious  to  our 
interests,  as  our  junior  servants  are  thus  kept  out  of  employment  and 
must  of  course  run  into  dissipation.  Nor  is  this  the  only  evil  since  for 
want  of  being  trained  in  that  regular  official  line  of  business,  which  is  so 
necessary  to  a  perfect  knowledge  of  our  affairs,  they  contract  habits  of 
idleness,  conceive  a  contempt  for  many  material  parts  of  their  duty,  and 
when  they  advance  in  station  find  themselves  ignorant  of  the  Company’s 
concerns. 

8.  We  therefore  hereby  direct  that  all  monthly  writers  be  forthwith 
discharged  and  their  places  supplied  by  our  own  junior  servants;  but 
should  any  of  these  refuse  to  act  in  the  different  offices  such  persons 
must  be  immediately  suspended  from  the  service,  and  remain  so  till  our 
pleasure  shall  be  known. 

9.  We  shall  expect  that  the  directions,  which  we  have  thus  thought 
it  absolutely*  necessary  to  give,  be  implicitly  obeyed,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  thereof,  and  which  we  will  not  suffer  to  be  evaded 
by  any  private  recommendation  or  any  other  person  whatsoever.  And 
we  likewise  require  you  to  send  us  by  every  ship  a  list  of  covenant 
servants  with  their  employments,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  judge  how 
far  our  orders  in  this  respect  shall  have  been  rendered  effectual. 

10.  The  owner  of  the  Veteran ,  one  of  His  Majesty's  store  ships,  has 
obtained  our  leave  to  dispose  of  the  ship  in  India  under  a  penalty  not  to 
sell  her  to  any  European  nation  except  the  English,  nor  to  any  of  the 
country  powers  in  the  East  Indies  without  the  leave  and  permission 
of  the  Company’s  Governor  and  Council  or  Chief  or  Resident 
where  the  ship  shall  be  disposed  of.  We  enclose  copies  of  the 
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agreement  and  bond  entered  into  by  Mr.  Robertson  lor  vour  guidance 
on  this  occasion. 

We  are, 

Vour  affectionate  friends, 

N  a  till.  Smith/George  (aiming/ 
Jas.  Moft’alt  /  Jac.  Wilkinson  /  V. 
Baring/ Jacob  Bosanquel/W.  Beas¬ 
ley  /John  Manship  / George  Tatem  / 
London,  John  Roberts  /  R.  Hall  /  Joseph 

the  26th  September  1782.  Sparhes/John  Harrison 

Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No.  4. 

Received  and  read  in  Council  15th  August  178^ 

Ordeis  passed  25th  August  per  HalsiwelL 


ENCLOSURE  1 
( Vide  paragraph  10) 

Articles  of  agreement  indented,  liad  made,  concluded  and  agreed 
on  this  eleventh  day  ol  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two,  between  the  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England,  trading  to  the  East  Indies  ol 
the  one  part  and  William  Robertson  of  Clapham  in  the  country 
of  Surry  [Surrey],  gentleman  of  the  other  part. 

Whereas  the  Honorable  the  Commissioners  for  victualling  His 
Majesty’s  Navy  have  hired  and  taken  up  on  freight  the  ship  called  Valet  an, 
whereof  the  said  William  Robertson  is  the  owner,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  provisions  and  naval  stores  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty’s  fleet 
employed  in  India,  and  whereas  the  said  William  Robertson,  the  owner 
of  the  said  ship,  hath  applied  to  the  said  United  Company  for  leave  to  sell 
and  dispose  of  the  said  ship  in  India,  and  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the 
said  United  Company  have  taken  the  application  of  the  said  William 
Robertson  into  consideration  and  have  given  the  said  William  Robertson 
leave  and  licence  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  said  ship  in  India,  under  the 
terms  and  restrictions  hereafter  mentioned,  now  this  indenture  witnesseth 
and  the  said  William  Robertson  doth  hereby  for  himself,  his  executors  and 
administrators  covenant,  promise  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  United 
Company  that  the  said  ship  shall  be  sold  and  disposed  of  in  India, 
immediately  after  she  hath  landed  or  otherwise  disposed  of  and  discharged 
her  said  cargo  of  stores  and  piovisions,  or  as  soon  after  as  conveniently 
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may  be;  and  also  that  the  said  ship  shall  not  be  sold  to  the  Dutch,  French, 

.  Spaniards  or  any  other  European  nation  except  to  the  English,  and  also 

that  the  said  ship  shall  not  be  sold  or  disposed  of  to  any  of  the  country 

powers  without  the  leave  or  permission  of  the  said  United  Company's 

Governor  and  Council,  Chief  or  Resident  at  such  place  where  the  said 

ship  shall  be  sold  and  disposed  of,  and  also  that  when  the  said  ship  shall 

be  sold  and  disposed  of  he,  the  said  William  Robertson,  shall  and  will 

cause,  or  procure  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof  to  give  security  to 

the  said  United  Company’s  Governor  and  Council  that  such  purchaser  or 

purchasers  shall  not,  or  will  [not]  sell  or  dispose  of  the  said  ship  to  the 

Dutch,  French  or  Spaniards  or  to  any  other  European  power  except  to  the 

English,  and  also  that  the  said  ship  shall  not  be  sold  to  any  of  the  country 

powers  without  the  leave  or  permission  of  the  said  United  Company’s 

Governor  and  Council,  Chief  or  Resident  at  such  place  where  the  said 

*» 

ship  shall  be  sold.  In  witness  whereof,  to  one  part  of  these  indentures 
the  said  William  Robertson  hath  set  his  hand  and  seal  and  to  the  other 
part  thereof  the  said  United  Company  have  caused  their  common  seal  to 
be  affixed  the  day  and  vear  above  written. 

Dated  nth  September  1782.  William  Robertson  (L.S.) 

Sealed  and  delivered  (being  first  duly  stamped)  in  the  presence  of 

J.  Maddocks/R.  Owen. 


ENCLOSURE  2 
(J'ide  paragraph  10) 

[1]  Know  all  men  bv  these  presents  that  I,  William  Robertson  of 
Clapham  in  the  Country  of  Surrey,  gentleman,  am  held  and  firmly  bound 
to  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East 
Indies  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  of  good  and  lawful  money  of 
Great  Britain,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  United  Company  or  their  certain 
attorney,  successors  or  assigns,  for  which  payment  to  be  well  and  faithfully 
made  I  bind  myself,  my  heirs,  executors  and  adminstrators  and  every  of 
them  firmly  by  these  presents,  sealed  with  my  seal  dated  the  eleventh  day 
of  September,  in  the  twenty  second  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign 
Lord  George  the  third,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and 
Ireland,  King  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two. 

[2]  The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such  that  if  the  above  bounden 
William  Robertson,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  do  well 
and  truly  observe,  perform,  fulfill,  accomplish,  pay  and  keep  all  and 
singular  the  covenants,  grants,  articles,  clauses,  provisoes,  payments, 
conditions  and  agreements  whatsoever,  which  on  the  part  and  behalf  of 
the  said  William  Robertson,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns 
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are  or  ought  to  be  observed,  performed,  fulfilled,  accomplished,  paid  and 
kept,  comprised  or  mentioned  in  certain  articles  of  agreement  bearing 
date  with  these  presents  and  made,  or  expressed  to  be  made,  between  the 
said  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies 
of  the  one  part  and  the  said  William  Robertson  of  the  other  part  in  all 
things  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  same,  then  this 
present  obligation  to  be  void  and  of  none  effect,  or  else  to  be  and  remain 
in  full  force,  power  and  virtue. 


William  Robertson  (L.S.) 

Sealed  and  delivered  (being  hrst  duly  stamped)  in  the  presence  ol 

J.  Maddocks/R.  Owen. 


Copy 

Agreement  and  bond  with  the  owner  of  the  Veteuin  store  ship. 

No.  31. 
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LETTER  DATED  r 9  DECEMBER  1782 

King's  naval  force  for  India — unsettled  state  of  affairs  in  Europe— - 
exhortation  to  stop  war  in  India . 

O  UR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

[1]  This  letter  is  purposely  to  advise  yoiu  that  about  the  middle  of 
next  month  the  following  ships  will  take  their  departure  from  England, 
viz., 

Ships 

Halsewell  . . . 

Barwell 
Pigot 
A  tlas 

Duke  of  Kingston 
Lord  Macartney 
Earl  of  Oxford 
V  ansi  t  tart 

Stormont  ... 

True  Briton 
York 

Lascelles 
Houghton 
London 


Commanders 

Richard  Pierce 
Robert  Carr 
Robert  Morgan 
Allen  Cooper 
Justinian  Nutt 
William  Hall 
John  White  junr. 
William  Agnew 

Robert  Fairful 
Henry  Farrer 
Jno.  Atkinson 
Blanshard 
Thomas  Wakefield 
James  Munro 
John  Eastabrooke 


Consignments 


1-  Coast  and  Bay 


■ 

I-  Coast  and  China 


J 


8.3 


19  DECEMBER  lj$>2 


Ships 

Walpole 


Commanders 
Henr\  Churchill 


Eat l  of  Sandwich  ...  Charles  Deane 

Belmont 
Fox  .  . 


Wm.  Deik  Gamage 


Consignments 

St.  Helena,  Bencoolen 

and  China 
Coast  and  China 

Coast  and  Ba\ 


John  Blackburne 
Prime,  Company's  ship  laden  with  naval  stores. 

And  about  the  middle  or  latter  end  of  February  the  five  under¬ 
mentioned  will  likewise  be  on  their  departuie. 


Ships 

General  Elliott 
Besborough 
Glatton 
Suhvan 
Raymond  ... 


Commanders  Consignments 

John  Cotton  j 

Alexr.  Montgomerie  C  Bombay 
Charles  Drummond  ) 

Stephen  Williams  Bombay  and  China 

Joseph  Hall  St.  Helena  and  Bombav 


[2]  Of  the  naval  force  tvhich  His  Majesty  has  been  giucioush  pleased 
to  order  for  the  East  Indies,  the  ensuing  season,  three  ships  of  the  line  and 
a  frigate  are  upon  the  e\e  of  sailing  and  will  convey  to  you  this  letter. 
Three  ships  of  the  line  and  two  frigates  will  accompany  the  first  division 
of  the  Company's  ships,  on  which  will  be  embarked  two  thousand  troops 
and  about  four  or  five  hundred  of  the  Company’s  recruits;  and  by  the 
best  information  we  ha\e  been  able  to  obtain  two  ships  of  the  line  at 
least  will  sail  shortly  after  the  departure  of  the  first  convo\. 


[3]  We  have  directed  our  Presidencies  of  Fort  St.  George  and 
Bombay  to  consult  with  the  Admiral  to  the  best  method  to  be  pursued 
for  the  security  of  the  ships,  composing  the  first  fleet,  on  their  approaching 
the  coast  of  India.  For  their  fuller  information  and  guidance  we  have 
enclosed  to  them  copy  of  the  heads  of  such  cautionary  instructions  as  are 
proposed  by  the  admiralty  to  be  given  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
convoy  going  to  the  East  Indies,  and  which  we  shall  send  to  the  Select 
Committee  at  Bombay  by  the  Company’s  packet  the  Nancy ,  now  under 
dispatch,  with  the  most  positive  directions  to  conform  thereto  in  every 
particular.  And  our  Select  Committee  at  Madras  are  enjoined  to  convey 
the  latest  intelligence  of  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  coast  to  Anjengo,  that 
upon  the  approach  of  the  first  fleet  the  commander  of  His  Majesty’s  ships 
may  be  fully  informed  thereof  in  order  to  provide  for  his  own  safety 
and  for  the  safety  of  the  ships  under  his  convoy. 

[4]  The  state  of  affairs  in  Europe  at  present  is  so  very  unsettled 
that  we  cannot  give  you  more  complete  information  on  that  head  [than] 
may  be  collected  from  the  following  enclosures. 

The  King’s  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  of 
Parliament, 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honorable  Thomas  Townshend, 
one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  to  the  Court  of  - 
Directors,  dated  the  3rd  December  1782. 

M  As  we  have  received  no  later  advices  from  your  Presidency  than 
those  of  the  8th  of  April  last,  we  are  unable  to  judge  of  the  situation 
of  our  affairs.  But  we  hope  that  no  opportunity  will  be  lost  that  can 
enable  you,  in  conjunction  with  our  other  Presidencies,  to  put  an  end 
to  the  present  ruinous  and  expensive  war,  and  that  you  will  turn  all 
your  thoughts  to  the  attainment  of  this  most  desirable  object. 

[61  We  have  written  similar  letters  to  our  other  Presidencies.  Should 
those  letters  fall  into  your  hands  you  must  not  fail  to  forward  them  in  the 
most  secret  and  expeditious  manner  possible. 


We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

London,  Henry  Fletcher /Nathl.  Smith/John 

[the]  19th  December  1782.  Harrison. 

Received  from  Madras  28th  August  1783. 
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LETTER  DATED  15  JANUARY  1783 

Steps  to  prevent  unlicensed  persons  from  proceeding  on  Company's 
ships — estates  of  Sir  'Thomas  Rumbold  and  Peter  Perring  to  be  discovered 
— fixed  leases  of  land  cancelled — Captain  Wood's  claims  rejected — customs 
regulations  criticized — the  Nazvab  Vazir's  gift  to  the  Governor  General 
not  his  personal  property — RennelVs  map  of  Hindustan . 

^^UR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  His  Majesty's  ship  Cato  conveyed  to  you  our  last  letter,  dated 
the  26th  of  September,  transcripts  of  which  are  sent  in  the  packets  of 
the  ships  now  under  dispatch. 

2.  Since  the  date  of  our  beforemen tioned  advices  we  have  received 
two  transcripts  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  of  April  last  overland;  but  as 
neither  of  them  contained  the  plan  for  keeping  up  the  investment  by 
private  subscription,  we  are  unable  to  give  you  our  sentiments  thereon. 
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3.  The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  ships 
Company’s  service  this  season,  viz., 

Tons 


Harwell 

755 

Halswell  ... 

758 

Pigot 

758 

Atlas  . 

758 

Duke  of  Kingston 

723 

Lord  Macartney 

755 

Earl  of  Oxford  ... 

758 

Vansittart 

758 

Bellmont 

758 

Fox 

758 

Stormont 

723 

True  Briton 

758 

York 

758 

Lascelles 

758 

Houghton 

755 

London 

758 

Earl  of  Sandunch 

804 

General  Elliott  ... 

755 

Bes  borough 

870 

Glaiton 

758 

Walpole 

758 

Raymond 

755 

Sulwan 

755 

Captain  Robert  Carr 
Richard  Pierce 
Robert  Morgan 
Allen  Cooper 
Justinian  Nutt 
William  Hall 
John  White  junr. 
William  Agnew 
William  Dick  Gamage 
John  Blackburn 


Joseph  Hall 
Stephen  Williams 


taken  into  the 


J-  Coast  and  Bay 


j 


r  Coast  and  China 


j 

J  Bombay 

St.  Helena  and 
Bencoolen 
St.  Helena  and 
Bombay 
Bombay  and 

China 


Captain  Robert  Fairfull 
John  Broadley 
John  Atkinson  Blanchard 
Thomas  Wakefield 
James  Munro 
John  Eastabrokc 
Charles  Deane 


Alexander  Montgomerie 
Charles  Drummond 
Henry  Churchill 


4.  The  above  ships  are  taken  up  in  general  on  the  same  terms 
as  those  of  last  season,  as  will  appear  by  reference  to  their  respective 
charterparties. 

5.  We  have  likewise  fitted  the  Company’s  ship,  Prime ,  Captain 
Philip  Sharpe,  for  a  voyage  to  India. 

6.  Our  exports  to  the  several  Presidencies  in  India  and  to  China, 
this  season,  will  principally  consist  of  the  following  articles,  viz.. 

For  Fort  St.  George 

Cloth  532  bales,  long  ells  20  bales,  lead  50  tons,  copper  604 
tons,  iron  100  tons,  gunpowder  1500  barrels  of  60  lb.  each,  shot 
and  shells  200  tons,  small  arms  86g  chests. 

For  Bengal 

Cloth  1178  bales,  long  ells  81  bales,  broad  long  ells  45  bales. 
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lead  30  tons,  copper  803  tons,  iron  100  tons  and  small  arms  570 
chests. 


For  Bombay 

Cloth  686  bales,  long  ells  153  bales,  broad  long  ells  27  bales, 
lead  30  tons,  copper  403  tons,  iron  300  tons  and  620  chests  of  small 

arms. 


For  Bussorah 

Cloth  149  bales. 


For  China 

Cloth  609  bales,  long  ells  1250  bales,  camblets  45  bales  and 

490  tons  of  lead. 

7.  We  have  thought  proper  to  continue  for  this  season,  the  prohi¬ 
bition  of  sending  any  articles  to  either  our  civil  or  military  servants 

in  India. 

8.  You  will  receive  in  the  packets  copies  of  the  ordeis  of  His 
Majesty’s  most  Honourable  Privy  Council  permitting  the  Compaq  to 
export  warlike  stores  and  copper  undei  the  restrictions  theicin  men¬ 
tioned,  and  you  must  obey  those  orders  by  returning  the  certificates 

required. 

9  The  following  gentlemen  are  appointed  our  Council  of  Supia 
Cargos  at  Canton,  for  managing  the  Company’s  affairs  in  China  this 
season,  viz.,  Mr.  James  Bradshaw,  Mr.  William  Henry  Pigou,  Mr.  George 
Rogers,  Mr.  Abraham  Roebuck,  Mr.  Henry  Browne,  Mr.  John  Harrison, 
Mr.  George  Cuming,  Mr.  Alexander  Bruce,  Mr.  Charles  Edward  Pigou, 
Mr.  Henry  Lane,  Mr.  David  Lance,  Mr.  Thomas  Freeman,  Mr.  Thomas 

Kuyck  Van  Miero-p. 

10.  Notwithstanding  the  attention  which  we  have  paid  to  pre¬ 
venting  unlicensed  persons  proceeding  to  the  East  Indies  on  board  the 
Company’s  ships  means  have  been  found  to  elude  our  vigilance  in  that 
respect;  it  is  therefore  our  positive  order  that,  upon  the  arrival  of 
any  of  the  Company’s  ships  at  your  Presidency,  you  do  make  the  strictest 
enquiry  whether  the  passengers  on  board  have  been  duly  licensed  by 
us  to  take  passage  thereon,  and  that  in  case  it  shall  appear  no  such 
permission  has  been  granted  to  them,  we  direct  that  the  names  of 
the  persons  so  described  together  with  the  name  of  the  ship  and  every 
other  particular  you  can  collect,  that  may  throw  a  light  upon  the 
subject,  be  transmitted  to  us  by  your  next  advices  as  we  are  resolved 
to  punish  very  severely  those  commanders  who  shall  dare  to  disobey 
our  instructions  in  this  material  point. 

xi.  And  as  persons  have  been  frequently  taken  on  board  our  ships 
in  England  as  part  of  the  crew  and  afterwards  designedly  left  in  India, 
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being  set  down  as  run,  it  is  our  further  order  that  von  do  also  parti¬ 
cularly  attend  to  any  circumstances  of  this  kind  that  may  occur,  and 
that  any  persons  who  may  be  found  at  your  Presidency  under  the  above 
descriptions  be  sent  home  by  the  next  ships,  as  we  cannot  suffer  such 
evasions  of  our  authority  to  pass  with  impunity. 

12.  The  following  persons  have  obtained  our  permission  to 
proceed  to  India  as  assistant  surgeons,  and  to  succeed  as  such  in  the 
order  here  named,  after  those  who  have  been  already  recommended 
are  provided  for,  viz.,  Christopher  Williamson,  James  Hutton,  Thomas 
Minchin,  John  Rowland,  William  Spottiswoode. 

13.  Having  experienced  many  inconveniencies  from  prisoners  of 
war  being  sent  on  the  ships  bound  from  our  different  Presidencies  to 
China,  we  hereby  positively  forbid  that  practice  and  direct  that  all 
prisoners  be  sent  to  Europe  on  such  ships  as  may  be  bound  directly 
thither. 

14.  We  are  sorry  to  observe  that  the  indexes  to  your  consultations 
are  often  very  incomplete,  and  as  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  facilitate  a 
speedy  reference  to  your  proceedings,  that  the  indexes  should  be  full  and 
accurate  you  must  take  care  in  future  to  remedy  the  defects  complained  of. 

15.  We  have  given  permission  to  Messrs.  Henr)  Alexander  and  Job 
Strong  to  proceed  to  India,  as  free  mariners,  on  the  usual  conditions. 

16.  Mr.  James  Ellis  proceeds  to  his  station  of  second  surgeon  on 
your  establishment,  per  BarwelL 

17.  As  the  Board  of  Trade  have  of  late  years  discontinued  to  insert 
in  the  invoices  the  price  of  raw  silk,  according  to  the  different  assort¬ 
ments,  whereby  we  are  unable  to  calculate  the  profits  and  loss  upon 
each,  we  direct  that  they  revert  to  the  old  method  of  inserting  in  every 
invoice  the  price  at  which  the  raw  silk  is  purchased,  according  to  the 
following  example: 

Assortment  A  at 

B  at 
C  at 
D  at 

18.  Peter  Reay,  an  apprentice  to  Guiseppe  Poggio,  the  Italian 
spinner,  who  was  taken  by  the  combined  fleet  in  August  1780,  proceeds 
to  Bengal,  per  Duke  of  Kingston ,  on  the  terms  before  advised. 

19.  The  undermentioned  military  officers  have  our  leave  to  return 
to  their  duty  on  your  establishment  without  prejudice  to  their  rank, 
viz..  Captain  Thomas  Nicholls,  Major  William  Watson. 

30.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  John  de  Veil  to  proceed  to  Bengal 
on  a  neutral  ship,  in  company  with  two  daughters  of  the  late  Lieutenant 
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Colonel  Fischer  and  to  reside  there  one  year,  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
assisting  them  in  the  recovery  of  their  property, 

2i.  Mr.  Charles  Boddam  has  our  permission  to  proceed  to  his 
station  as  writer  on  your  establishment,  on  one  of  our  ships  bound  to 
Bombay. 


J22.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  James  Dunkin  to  proceed  to  Bengal, 
to  practice  as  a  barrister  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature. 

23.  We  have  given  permission  to  Lieutenant  Mouat,  lately 
appointed  a  practitioner  engineer  on  your  establishment,  to  proceed 
to  his  station  on  the  Lord  Macart?iey  without  prejudice  to  his  rank. 

24.  When  we  gave  directions  in  February  1781  that  Captain 
Thomas  Metcalfe  should  succeed  to  the  post  of  Military  Storekeeper 
General  at  your  Presidency  we  did  not  mean  in  the  least  to  reflect  on 
the  character  and  conduct  of  Mr.  William  Atkinson,  Deputy  Military 
Storekeeper;  we  do  therefore  recommend  to  you  to  nominate  Mr.  Atkin¬ 
son  to  such  a  station  as  may  be  suited  to  his  abilities;  and  upon 
Mr.  Medcalfs  [Metcalfe’s]  vacating  the  pOvSt  of  Military  Storekeeper 
General  Mr.  Atkinson  is  to  be  appointed  thereto,  provided  you  shall 
deem  him  duly  qualified  for  the  .office,  and  that  he  shall  not  previously 
have  been  otherwise  provided  for. 

25.  We  have  resolved  to  send  120  cadets  to  Bengal  this  season; 
their  rank  will  be  advised  hereafter. 

26.  We  have  likewise,  agreeably  to  the  recommend  at  iou  in  your 

General  Letter  of  59th  December  1781  to  appoint  cadets  in  future 
expressly  to  the  .infantry,  artillery  or  cavalry,  appointed  26  cadets  pur¬ 
posely  for  your  artillery;  but  should  that  number  be  found  too  many 
for  that  corps,  in  that  case  we  direct  that  part  of  them  be  placed  in 

the  infantry,  and  that  they  rank  as  the  last  cadets  of  this  season.  In 

the  appointment  pf  the  above  cadets  particular  attention  has  been  paid 
to  their  having  received  an  education  suitable  to  the  artillery  corps. 

27.  The  following  persons  have  our  permission  to  , return  to  their 
respective  ranks  and  stations  on  your  civil  establishment,  viz.,  Mr.  Thos. 
Philip  Broughton,  ,Mr.  George  Cuming. 

28.  As  our  Presidency  of  Fort  Marlborough  will  stand  in  great 

need  of  supplies  it  is  our  positive  injunction  that  you  comply  with 

their  indents  in  the  fullest  manner,  to  the  utmost  of  your  .power. 

29.  We  have  permitted  Sir  John  Zoffany  to  proceed  ,to  India  to 
exercise  his  profession  of  a  portrait  painter. 

30.  Of  ,so  much  importance  do  we  consider  the  preventing  unlicensed 
persons  proceeding  on  board  our  ships  that,  since  writing  the  former 
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part  of  this  letter,  wc  have  thought  proper  to  form  sundn  regulations 
for  the  more  effectually  preventing  that  evil,  and  at  the  same  time  that 
we  must  repeat  the  directions  contained  in  the  paragraphs,  we  refer  vou, 
for  your  information,  to  the  copies  of  the  abovcmeutioncd  Regulation, 
now  forwarded  in  the  packet. 


31.  And  here  we  cannot  but  particularly  advert  to  a  recent  instance 
of  disobedience  of  our  orders  in  the  commander  of  the  Fanjoid,  by 
his  taking  on  board  that  ship  a  Mrs.  Cargill  without  any  permission 
from  us  for  that  purpose;  and  wc  positively  direct  that  if  she  should 
be  landed  at  your  Presidency,  you  cause  her  to  be  sent  home  by  the 
first  conveyance.  Wc  shall  take  proper  notice  of  Captain  Haldane's 
conduct  on  this  occasion  upon  his  return  to  England. 

35.  In  our  letter  of  ,lhe  13th  May  1780,  we  advised  ym  that  we 
had  resolved  that  the  commanders  of  our  ships  should  sc\crally  enter 
into  a  bond  not  to  take  more  than  wc  had  allowed  for  the  passage 
and  accommodation  of  writers,  lieutenants,  ensigns  and  cadets  enter¬ 
tained  at  their  table,  and  enclosed  .copies  of  the  bond  for  your  informa¬ 
tion,  notwithstanding  which  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  several 
commanders  have  taken  more  than  the  sums  allowed  by  the  said  bond 
for  the  passage  and  accomodation  of  persons  under  these  descriptions. 
We  therefore,  hereby,  repeat  the  orders  .contained  in  the  said  letter, 
and  strictly  enjoin  you  to  be  very  particular  in  your  enquiries  whether 
any  of  ,thc  commanders  have  taken  more  than  they  are  allowed  by  our 
orders,  and  acquaint  us  therewith. 

33.  By  an  Act  of  the  last  session  of  .Parliament,  for  restraining 
Sir  Thomas  Rumbold1  Baronet  and  Peter  Pcrring2  Esquire  from  going 
out  of  this  kingdom  for  a  limited  time,  and  for  discovering  their  estates 
and  effects,  and  preventing  the  transporting  or  alienating  the  same, 
it  is  enacted  that  authenticated  copies  of  the  particulars,  or  inventories, 
directed  by  the  said  Act  to  be  delivered  upon  oath  to  ,the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  or  Barons  of  His  Majesty’s  Exchequer,  shall  be  sent  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in  Bengal  and  to  the  Mayor’s  Court  at 
Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay  respectively,  for  the  .purposes  therein 
specified.  We,  in  compliance  with  the  said  Act,  now  transmit,  in 
triplicate,  authenticated  copies  of  the  said  particulars  or  inventories, 
which  must  be  delivered  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  at  your 
Presidency  and  which  copies  the  judges  of  the  said  Court  are  required 
by  the  above-mentioned  Act  to  enter  on  record  within  eight  days  after 
the  receipt  thereof;  and  as  in  case  of  discovery  of  concealed  estates  and 
effects  in  India  of  the  persons  before  mentioned  it  is  directed  by  the 
said  Act  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfull  for  the  Governor  General  and 
Council  of  Bengal,  and  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George 
and  Bombay  respectively,  .to  sue  for  and  recover  the  estate  and  effects, 
so  discovered,  in  the  name  of  the  Company,  we  direct  that  you  be 
particularly  attentive  to  any  circumstances  of  concealment  and  proceed 
accordingly. 
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^4.  The  granting  mocurrery  or  fixed  leases  being  contrarj  to  our 
positive  orders  of  the  24th  December  1776,  paragraph  44,  and  23rd 
December  1778,  paragraph  130,  we  cannot  but  express  our  astonishment 
at  your  having' given  perpetual  leases  for  the  farm  of  the  purgunnah  of 
Tellaurah,  the  zemindarry  of  Baharbund,  the  purgunnahs  of  Havelly, 
Hajepore  and  Tuppah  Murvah,  and  many  of  the  principal  districts  in 
the  Patna  province.  We  positively  direct  that  you  procure  these  leases 
to  be  cancelled  in  such  mode  as  shall  be  agreeable  to  justice  in  respect 
to  the  parties  to  whom  they  are  made,  and  we  repeat  our  orders,  that 
you  do  not  grant  fixed  leases  in  future  on  an)  pretence  whatever.  As 
the  expediency  of  letting  the  lands  for  a  longer  period  than  one  jear, 
or  in  perpetuity,  is  a  great  political  question  on  which,  in  the  present 
critical  situation  of  our  affairs,  we  cannot  at  this  time  come  to  any 
determination  you  are  to  be  guided  by  our  beforementionecl  orders  on 
the  subject  until  you  shall  receive  our  further  instructions.  And  as  you 
have  granted  these  perpetual  leases  contrary  to  our  positive  orders  we 
shall  hold  you  responsible  for  the  consequences  should  am  expence  or 
difficulty  arise  in  procuring  their  resumption.  But  we  do  not  mean 
hereby  to  dispossess  the  present  holders  of  their  lands.  On  the  contrary 
they  are  to  continue  to  possess  them,  from  year  to  veai,  so  long  as  they 
pay  their  rents  and  otherwise  behave  to  your  satisfaction. 

35.  Having  perused  your  consultations  on  the  subject  of  the  charges 
brought  by  Mr.  Booth  against  the  Chief  and  Council  at  Patna,  as  mentioned 
in  your  Revenue  Letter  to  the  Court  of  the  25th  November  1780,  para¬ 
graphs  63  to  66,  we  direct  that  the  whole  matter  be  sifted  thoroughly 
to  the  bottom;  and  if  any  of  the  said  charges  shall  be  brought  home 
to  the  parties  accused  we  hope  and  expect  that  such  measures  will  be 
taken  to  make  them  answer  for  the  same  in  the  Supreme  Court  ol 
Judicature  or  otherwise  as  you  shall  judge  proper.  Your  proceeding 
in  the  investigation  of  this  business  with  zeal,  temper  and  impartiality 
will  give  great  satisfaction  to  your  employers,  and  you  must  not  fail  to 
acquaint  us  with  the  result.  By  punishing  such  individuals  as  may 
justly  become  the  objects  of  our  displeasure,  and  which  wc  arc  unalter¬ 
ably  determined  to  do,  we  hope  to  rescue  the  servants  of  the  Company 
from  that  general  prejudice  which  they  have  too  long  laboured  under  in 
this  country. 

36.  The  preceding  paragraph  was  written  previous  to  the  receipt 
of  >our  letter  of  the  5th  May  1781,  wherein  you  acquaint  us  that  Mr.  Booth 
having  withdrawn  himself  from  the  Presidency,  and  denied  that  lie 
possessed  any  knowledge  of  the  facts  on  which  he  giounded  his  accusation 
against  the  members  of  the  Patna  Council,  you  saw  no  just  ground  to 
warrant  the  continuance  of  the  prosecution,  and  that  you  had  therefore 
closed  the  subject  with  their  acquittal.  The  reasons  for  stopping  any 
further  enquiry  are  far  from  being  satisfactory  to  us  as  the  truth  or  false¬ 
hood  of  some  of  the  accusations  might  have  been  ascertained  without  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Booth.  The  collusive  sale  of  the  two  houses,  and  of 
the  property  sold  to  Mr.  Bright’s  moonshy ,  must,  if  true,  be  matters  of 
public  notoriety.  It  was  in  your  power  to  have  had  them  valued  upon 
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the  spot,  and  }our  own  books  would  have  she^n  >ou  what  the\  produced. 
We  therefore  positively  direct  that  you  resume  the  enquin  and  acquaint 
us  with  the  result. 

37.  The  conduct  of  Mr.  Booth  in  declining  to  stand  forth  in  support 
of  his  charges,  and  leaving  Calcutta  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  Board, 
is  extremely  culpable.  We  therefore  direct  that  Mr.  Booth  be  called  upon 
for  his  evidence  in  support  of  the  charges,  and  that  you  transmit  to  us 
the  whole  of  the  proceedings  that  we  may  finally  determine  thereupon. 
Should  Mr.  Booth’s  allegations  appear  to  be  without  foundation  we  direct 
that  you  suspend  him  from  the  service  until  our  further  pleasuie  shall 
be  known. 

38.  We  have  considered  of  Captain  Wood’s  application  to  he  allowed 
four  month's  pay  on  account  of  his  being  employed  by  the  Secret  Com¬ 
mittee  in  carrying  dispatches  to  India,  and  very  much  approve  of  your 
having  referred  this  claim  to  our  decision.  As  Captain  Wood  was  allowed 
his  travelling  expenses,  and  as  it  is  quite  unusual  for  officers  to  receive 
pay  during  their  absence,  we  cannot  comply  with  his  request. 

39.  Having  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  the  abilities  of  Mr.  William 
Kerrill  Amherst,  of  your  civil  service,  we  take  this  opportunity  of  recom¬ 
mending  him  to  your  notice  and  direct  that  he  be  nominated  to  the 
first  vacant  advantageous  post  that  may  be  consistant  with  his  rank  in 
our  service,  and  for  which  he  may  appear  qualified. 

40.  We  have  resolved  to  send  34  writers  to  Bengal  this  season,  and 
have  entertained  the  following  persons,  in  part  of  the  said  number,  viz., 
Charles  Taylor,  George  Charles  Meyer,  John  Ramsay,  Henry  Forster, 
Thomas  Abraham,  John  Routledge,  Thos.  Godfrey  Lushington. 

41.  Your  advices  and  consultations  respecting  the  new  plan  for  the 
management  of  the  customs  have  been  very  attentively  perused  and 
considered.  As  the  arrangement  was  avowedly  formed  not  so  much  by 
the  desire  of  encreasing  the  customs  as  of  promoting  the  internal  com¬ 
merce  of  the  provinces,  by  the  removal  of  restrictions  and  oppressions, 
we  are  much  concerned  to  find  so  many  instances,  upon  your  records, 
of  its  having  produced  a  contrary  effect.  The  complaints  from  Serool  on 
the  borders  of  Burdwan,  in  particular,  are  very  alarming.  The  enorm¬ 
ous  tax  of  15  per  cent  upon  thread  alone  could  not  fail  to  produce 
the  consequences  which  followed,  viz.,  that  not  an  anna’s  worth  of  thread 
is  brought  to  market  nor  a  piece  of  cloth  manufactured.  This  we  do 
not  wonder  at  when  it  is  stated  that  the  whole  tax  upon  cloth  amounts 
to  upwards  of  36  per  cent. 

42.  It  is  certainly  a  most  impolitic  measure  for  many  reasons  to 
tax  the  materials  for  manufacture  at  so  high  a  rate,  more  especially  as 
in  the  present  instance  the  Company’s  investment  must  be  very  materially 
affected  thereby;  equally  impolitic,  in  our  opinion,  is  the  tax  laid  on 
rice  and  the  other  necessaries  of  life.  This  also  will  be  felt  in  the  invest¬ 
ment  as  it  will  be  the  means  of  raising  the  price  of  the  manufactures. 


LETTER  FROM  COURT 

43.  So  much  depends  on  local  knowledge  that  it  is  impossible  for 
us  to  give  any  specific  direction  upon  the  subject.  We  are  well  aware 
that  the  introduction  of  new  inodes,  though  they  be  really  beneficial, 
is  too  apt  to  produce  murmurings  from  a  natural  prejudice  in  favor 
of  old  customs,  and  a  dislike  to  whatever  bears  the  appearance  of  innova¬ 
tion,  We  therefore  would  willingly  believe  that  from  these  causes  pro¬ 
ceeded  Captain  Stewart’s  declaration  that  there  are  few  individuals  in  the 
town  of  Calcutta  who  have  not  experienced  the  operation  of  authority  in 
some  department  or  other  of  the  customs,  very  different  Irom  what  it  was 
the  meaning  of  the  Board  it  should  be  exercised. 

44.  However,  it  is  a  matter  well  worthy  of  the  gteatest  attention. 
We  confess  that  we  do  not  think  the  subject  has  had  that  mature  con¬ 
sideration  which  the  importance  of  it  so  highly  deserves.  Mr.  Wheler, 
though  he  concurred  in  adopting  the  new  regulations,  seems  to  confirm 
us  in  this  opinion  where  he  says  that  the  period  of  the  decline  of  trade 
was  an  ill  chosen  one  for  adding  new  burthens.  11,  as  Mr.  Wheler  has 
asserted,  the  import  and  export  trade  of  Bengal  has  of  late  >ears  con¬ 
siderably  decreased  you  certainly  ought  to  have  been  extremely  caieful 
how  you  adopted  any  measure  which  had  a  tendency  to  cncrcase  the 
evil. 


45.  Seeing  therefore  the  necessity  of  some  mode  being  thought  of 
for  recovering  the  drooping  commerce  of  Bengal  wc  recommend  it  to  you, 
in  the  most  earnest  manner,  to  take  the  subject  into  your  early  consider- 
tion.  After  tracing  the  causes  of  the  decline  you  will  be  the  better 
enabled  to  apply  a  remedy.  But  even  you  yourselves  with  all  the 
advantage  of  a  residence  upon  the  spot,  and  with  the  best  inclination 
to  adopt  some  salutary  regulation  for  the  benefit  of  the  country  over 
which  you  are  deputed  to  preside,  will  not  be  able  to  lay  down  a  perfect 
and  invariable  system.  An  anxious  attention  to  circumstances  as  they 
arise  can  alone  enable  you  to  remedy  defects,  as  by  gradual  improve¬ 
ment  the  people  will  be  induced  to  acquiesce  more  chcarfully  in  a  total 
change  of  system, 

46.  We  wish  to  see  every  obstruction  to  a  free  commerce  removed. 
But  as  we  have  before  observed  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  lay  down  any 
specific  rule.  We  therefore  again  recommend  to  you  to  take  the  matter 
into  your  most  serious  consideration,  that  such  wise  measures  may  be 
pursued  as  will  ultimately  tend  to  the  good  of  the  country  and  the  ease, 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  those  under  our  Government. 

47.  Whatever  regulations  may  be  adopted  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  chowkies,  under  the  appointment  of  the  zemindars,  should  b: 
prevented  from  continuing  their  exactions.  The  zemindars  cannot  com¬ 
plain  of  this,  as  we  find  by  your  proceedings  that  when  the  customs 
were  brought  under  the  controul  of  the  Company,  and  the  inferior 
chow  keys  appointed  by  the  zemindars  were  in  consequence  removed,  a 
proportional  abatement  was  made  in  their  rents.  How  it  happens  that 
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the  regular  customs  were  not  by  this  means  increased  we  are  at  a  loss 
to  know,  and  we  were  surprized  to  find  that  though  the  amount  of  the 
deduction  from  the  annual  revenue  was  9,77,227  yet  the  customs,  on  a 
medium  of  6  years,  have  produced  only  7^9433* 

48.  It  is  impossible  to  lay  the  inferior  officers  employed  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  customs  under  too  great  restriction.  We  are  led  to  this 
observation  from  a  complaint  upon  your  records  of  the  improper 
behaviour  of  some  of  them  in  the  buzars  at  Calcutta.  The  farmer  of 
the  buzar  duty  ought  not  to  be  molested  in  making  his  collection,  and 
the  venders  of  grain  should  'be  at  liberty  to  carry  it  to  such  markets 
as  they  may  prefer. 

49.  The  amount  of  fees  on  a  rowannah  appears  to  be  very  exhor- 
bitant.  We  find  it  stated  that  goods  to  the  amount  of  1  lack  pa>  a 
fee  to  the  Collector  of  rupees  250  where  2  rupees  were  paid  formerly, 
and  that,  as  the  15th  Regulation  stands,  the  fee  on  1  lack  may  amount 
to  a  thousand  rupees.  We  agree  entirely  with  Mr.  Wheler  that  the 
commerce  of  the  country  is  thus  loaded  with  a  charge  which  it  can  ill 
support. 

50.  One  of  the  complaints  from  Serool  is  that  every  man  who 
purchases  8  annas  worth  of  rice  or  any  other  article  is  obliged 
to  go  80  miles  for  a  passport  to  convey  it  from  the  market  to  his 
own  house,  though  the  distance  may  not  be  one  mile,  or  he  is  liable  to 
the  payment  of  double  duties.  This  is  another  instance  how  little  atten¬ 
tion  was  paid  to  the  real  utility  of  the  plan  when  you  resolved  upon  its 
institution. 

51.  We  remark  likewise  that  the  zemindars  of  Beerboom  have  com¬ 
plained  that  the  Collector  at  Serool  collects]  money  upon  travellers 
and  passengers,  and  upon  two  or  three  occasions  when  the  wives  of 
Bengalee  men  have  been  carried  from  the  habitation  of  their  fathers  to 
that  of  their  husbands,  ornamented  with  new  cloaths,  he  has  collected  a 
duty  upon  them.  The  zemindars  conclude  their  representation  with 
saying  that  unless  their  complaints  are  redressed  the  trade  will  be  entirely 
stopped,  and  Government  will  not  only  experience  delays  but  great  losses 
in  the  revenue.  The  Committee  of  Revenue  likewise  declare  that  unless 
some  immediate  steps  are  taken  for  circumscribing  the  powers  of  the 
officers  of  the  customs  a  very  considerable  failure  in  the  revenues  will 
ensue,  Mr.  Wheler  at  the  same  time  observing  that  the  dissatisfaction 
which  generally  prevails  from  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Customs  very  evidently  appears  both  from  the  recorded  and  verbal  com¬ 
plaints  of  all  men,  and  that  he  does  not  see  any  reason  to  doubt  the 
reality  of  the  grievances  which  are  said  to  exist.  Therefore,  we  do  not 
hesitate  to  pronounce  that  your  late  regulations  for  the  management  of 
the  customs  appear  to  us  to  have  been  made  rather  with  a  view  of  creat¬ 
ing  lucrative  posts  for  a  certain  description  of  men,  than  with  any  design 
either  of  encreasing  the  revenue  or  of  promoting  commerce.  And  we  are 
confirmed  in  the  opinion  by  the  enormous  percentage  which  you  have 
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fixed  for  the  commission  on  the  amount  of  the  collections.  If  we  onh 
take  the  customs  at  8,26,346,  which  is  the  amount  of  their  estimated 
produce  for  1782  (as  appears  by  your  letter  of  the  8th  April  last),  15 
per  cent  on  that  sum  will  be  rupees  1,22,951.  But  when  we  consider  that 
though  the  duty  is  not  to  be  paid  on  the  Company's  investment  you  have 
notwithstanding  permitted  the  Commissioners  to  draw  the  same  percen¬ 
tage  as  if  it  were  actually  collected  a  very  considerable  addition  must  be 
made  to  their  emoluments.  The  other  establishments  under  the  Com¬ 
missioners,  from  the  most  accurate  account  we  have  been  able  to  form, 
amount  to  upwards  of  2  lacks  per  annum  so  that  the  total  expence  ol 
collecting  that  part  of  our  revenue  which  is  to  produce  no  more  than  8 
lacks  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  3  lacks,  though  we  cannot 
account  for  your  having  estimated  the  customs  at  only  8  lacks  when  we 
understand  that  in  former  years  they  produced  a  considerable  deal  mote. 


52.  Upon  the  [  . ]  great  reason  to  be  dissatisfied 

with  the  late  [ . ]  and  direct  that  you  revise  your 


proceedings  respecting  the  management  of  the  customs  and  report  to 
us  the  result  for  our  final  determination. 

53.  The  promoting  officers  to  superior  rank,  on  their  departure 
from  India,  with  a  reservation  of  the  rights  of  their  superiors,  as  was 
lately  done  in  the  case  of  Captain  Kennan,  being  noL  only  irregular  and 
improper  but  contrary  to  our  orders  of  the  10th  December  1773,  we 
cannot  approve  the  same;  and  therefore  positively  direct  that  no  such 
promotions  be  made  in  future.  As  the  letters  of  the  Commander  in  Chief 
and  Colonel  Camac  are  not  before  us  we  cannot,  at  piesent,  detenniiu* 
with  respect  to  the  meuis  of  Captain  Kennan. 


54.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  our  Governor  General,  dated 
Patna  20th  January  1782,  representing  that  while  the  Nabob  Vi/iet  was 
at  Chunar  an  offer  of  a  very  considerable  sum  of  money  was  made  to 
him,  both  on  the  part  of  the  Nabob  and  on  that  of  his  ministers,  as  a 
present,  which  he  accepted  without  hesitation,  being  entirely  destitute 
both  of  means  and  credit,  whether  for  our  service  or  the  relief  of  his 
own  necessities.  The  nominal  sum  said  to  be  received,  and  in  course 
of  payment,  amounts,  as  the  Governor  General  has  informed  us,  to 
10  lacks  of  rupees  of  the  currency  of  Oude.  It  is  further  stated  that 
what  has  been  already  received  has  been  laid  out  on  the  public  service, 
and  that  the  rest  is  to  be  applied  to  the  same  account,  and  that  as  soon 

as  the  whole  is  compleated  he  will  transmit  [ . ]  account 

thereof.  J 


55*  The  Governor  General  has  submitted  to  our  consideration 
whether  we  will  adjudge  this  deposit  to  him;  but  as  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
by  which  the  Governor  General  and  Council  were  appointed,  directs 
t  at  the  salaries  to  be  allowed  to  the  said  Governor  General  and 
Council”,  as  therein  mentioned,  "shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  fees  of  office, 
P^: r(l^lslt:ies^  emoluments,  and  advantages  whatsoever,  and  that  no  fees 
of  office,  perquisites,  emoluments  or  advantages  whatsoever,  shall  be 
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accepted,  received  or  taken  b}  such  Governor  General  and  Council,  or 
any  of  them,  in  any  manner,  or  on  any  account  or  pretence  whatsoever  ”, 
and  as  the  same  Act  further  directs  “  that  no  Governor  General,  or 
any  of  the  Council,  shall  directly,  or  indirectly,  accept,  receive  or  take 
oi,  cr  from  any  person  or  persons,  in  any  manner  or  on  any  account 
whatsoever,  any  present,  gift,  donation,  gratuity,  or  reward,  pecuniary 
or  otherwise,  or  any  promise  or  engagement  for  any  present,  gift, 
donation,  gratuity  or  reward”,  we  cannot,  were  we  so  inclined,  deciee 
the  amount  of  this  present  to  the  Governor  General,  and  as  it  is  further 
enacted,  “  that  any  such  present,  gift,  gratuity,  donation,  or  reward 
accepted,  taken  or  received  shall  be  deemed,  and  construed  to  have  been 
received  to  and  for  the  sole  use  of  the  Company  ”,  we  approve  of  the 
intentions  of  the  Governor  General  to  appropriate  the  whole  of  this 
sum  to  the  public  service,  and  direct  that  he  do  strictly  abide  by  the 
Act  of  Parliament  in  this  case  made  and  provided. 

5 6.  We  repeat  our  orders  of  the  57th  May  i77[9],  paragraphs  51 
and  55,  that  you  send  us  copies  of  all  such  charts  and  plans  as  you 
should  be  able  to  obtain;  and  that  the  commanders  of  country  ships 
and  others  be  requested,  by  public  advertisement,  to  permit  copies  to 
be  made  of  all  charts  and  plans  in  their  possession,  and  extracts  of 
journals  containing  any  circumstances  concerning  the  Indian  navigation 
not  generally  known;  also,  that  you  make  it  a  condition  on  granting 
passes  to  vessels  navigated  by  Europeans  that,  on  the  return  of  every 
such  vessel,  a  copy  of  such  part  or  parts  of  the  log  book  or  journal  of 
the  voyage  which  shall  contain  any  material  information  for  the  imple¬ 
ment  of  the  navigation  be  delivered  to  our  Master  Attendant,  who  is  to 
examine  it  with  the  original  and  report  such  remarks  as  occur  thereon. 
And  such  parts  of  the  log  books  and  journals  as  shall  contain  information 
worthy  our  attention,  together  with  such  charts  and  plans  as  may  be 
obtained,  we  direct,  be  transmitted  to  us  by  the  first  conveyance  in  a 
separate  packet,  and  such  packet  is  not,  in  case  of  danger  of  capture  b\ 
an  enemy,  to  be  destroyed  with  other  packets. 

57.  We  also  repeat  our  former  orders  that  you  send  us  by  the  first 
opportunity  a  copy  of  Captain  Ritchie’s  journal  of  his  voyage  round 
the  Bay  of  Bengal. 

58.  We  direct  that  a  survey  be  made  of  Codjen  and  the  coast  to 
the  southward  of  Point  Palmiras,  and  that  endeavors  be  used  for  ascer¬ 
taining  the  position  of.  the  Schedam  Rock. 

59.  As  we  do  not  find  by  your  proceedings  that  Mr.  Barwell’s 
trustees  or  attornies  have  cancelled  the  lease  of  the  house  taken  by  you 
under  the  idea  of  it  having  been  desired  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  and  as  we 
totally  disapprove  and  disavow  the  transaction,  it  is  our  order  that  you 
forthwith  signify  the  same  to  the  said  trustees  or  attornies,  and  if  they 
shall  refuse  to  cancel  the  lease  that  you  immediately  file  a  bill  in  equity 
agreeable  to  Mr.  Lawrence’s  opinion,  recorded  in  your  General  Consulta¬ 
tions  of  22nd  June  1780.  In  this  suit  it  will  be  necessary  (in  case  it 
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shall  not  be  clearly  admitted  by  the  answers  of  the  defendants)  to  prove 
the  fact  ol  the  lease  being  agreed  for  by  the  vote  of  Mr.  Barwell  and 
the  casting  vote  of  the  Governor  General,  the  two  other  members  ol 
Council  voting  against  it,  and  we  direct  that  you  take  especial  care  to 
appeal  to  His  Majesty  in  His  Privy  Council  in  case  judgement  in  such 
cause  shall  be  given  against  the  Company  in  India. 

(k>.  The  quantity  of  salt  petre  to  be  exported  from  our  several 
Presidencies  by  the  returning  ships  ol  this  season  must  be  the  same  as 
directed  by  our  letter  of  the  nth  January  1781,  as  the  Compam  continue 
the  same  agreement  with  the  owners  of  shipping  for  that  purpose. 


61.  By  this  conveyance  we  send  you  a  list  of  gocxls  to  be  provided 
at  your  Presidency  for  the  ships  taken  up  for  the  season  1782,  to  which 
we  require  your  implicit  obedience.  To  the  above  list  we  have  annexed 
an  account  of  profit  and  loss  on  sundry  articles  at  out  sales  in  England, 
to  which  we  refer  you  for  your  governance. 


62.  Major  James  Rennell  having  lately  published  a  map  of 
Hindostan,  together  with  a  book  explanatory  of  its  construction  and  of 
the  division  of  its  parts,  and  entertaining  an  high  opinion  of  the  merits 
of  this  performance,  we  have  resolved  to  purchase  a  number  of  copies 
thereof  for  the  use  of  our  several  Presidencies  in  India. 


63.  By  the  ships  now  under  dispatch  we  accordingly  forward  you 
seven  copies  of  the  said  map  and  book  which  you  will  receive  in  the 
box  apart,  agreeably  to  the  lists  of  packets  by  the  several  ships  whereon 
they  will  be  respectively  sent. 


We  are, 

Your  afi’eclionate  friends, 

Henry  Fletcher/Nath.  Smith/ John 
Harrison  /  Henry  Savage  /  John 
Smith/George  Tatem/Thos.  Cheap/ 
John  Roberts/ Joseph  Sparkes/Jac. 
Wilkinson  /  Step.  Lushington  /  R. 
London,  Hall  /  George  Cuming  /  L.  Darell  / 

the  15th  January  1783.  Jus.  Moffau. 

Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No.  1. 
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LETTER  DATED  15  JANUARY  1783 

Prohibition  against  employment  of  non-covenanted  and  monthly 
waters  reiterated. 

Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  In  our  letter  of  the  56th  September  last  we  directed  the  discharge 
of  all  persons,  holding  any  appointments  under  the  Company,  who  were 
not  regularly  admitted  into  the  service  by  the  express  authority  of  the 
Court  of  Directors.  In  the  fullest  expectation  that  those  directions  will 
meet  with  the  most  implicit  obedience  we  have  resolved  to  appoint  thirtv 
four  writers  for  your  Presidency  this  season.  But,  lest  a  pretence  should 
be  sought  after  for  evading  such  directions,  we  shall  here  repeat  our 
orders,  with  the  most  positive  injunctions,  that  you  comply  therewith  in 
every  particular.  And  that  you  may  see  that  we  are  all  of  one  opinion  in 
this  respect  we  have  made  it  the  subject  of  a  separate  letter. 

2.  We  have  already,  in  our  letter  of  the  12  th  July  last,  repeated 
our  orders  of  the  39th  March  1774,  that  no  person  should  hold  any 
appointment  under  the  Company  who  was  not  regularly  admitted  into 
the  service  by  the  express  authority  of  the  Court  of  Directors.  We  are 
confirmed,  in  our  opinion,  of  the  necessity  of  these  orders,  from  observing 
the  expence  incurred  the  Company  on  account  of  near  thirty  persons 
holding  offices  who  are  not  co\enanted  servants,  which  amounts  to  no 
less  a  sum  than  £20,000  a  year. 

3.  When  we  consider  that  by  your  late  regulations  for  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  revenues  a  great  number  of  our  servants,  of  long  standing, 
are  totally  out  of  employ  we  cannot  but  express  our  astonishment  that 
persons  should  have  been  appointed  Salt  Agents,  Deputy  Paymasters, 
Commissaries  etc.,  who  are  not  in  our  service,  and  many  of  whom  remain 
in  India  even  without  our  license. 

4.  We  do  therefore  most  positively  forbid  the  like  in  future,  and 
direct  that  every  person  not  in  the  Company’s  service,  who  may  be 
employed  in  those  or  in  any  other  stations,  be  forthwith  removed  and  our 
own  covenanted  servants  appointed  in  their  stead. 

5.  We  likewise  observe  that  the  charge  for  monthly  writers,  at  your 
Presidency,  amounts  to  upwards  of  £4,000  a  year.  This  is  not  only  a 
great  expence  to  the  Company  but  is  likewise  extremely  injurious  to  our 
interests,  as  our  junior  servants  are  thus  kept  out  of  employment  and 
must  of  course  run  into  dissipation;  nor  is  this  the  only  evil,  since  for 
want  of  being  trained  in  that  regular  official  line  of  business  which  is  so 
necessary  to  a  perfect  knowledge  of  our  affairs  they  contract  habits  of 
idleness,  conceive  a  contempt  for  many  material  parts  of  their  duty,  and 
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when  they  advance  in  station  find  themselves  ignorant  of  the  Compands 
concerns. 

6.  We  therefore  hereby  direct  that  all  monthly  writers  be  forthwith 
discharged  and  their  places  supplied  by  our  own  junior  servants.  But 
should  any  of  these  refuse  to  act  in  the  different  offices  such  persons  must 
be  immediately  suspended  from  the  service,  and  remain  so  untill  our 
pleasure  shall  be  known. 

7.  We  shall  expect  that  the  directions  which  we  have  thus  thought 
it  absolutely  necessary  to  give  be  implicitly  obeyed,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  thereof,  and  which  we  will  not  suffer  to  be  evaded 
by  any  private  recommendation,  or  on  any  other  pretence  whatsoever;  and 
we  likewise  require  you  to  send  us,  by  every  ship,  a  list  of  covenant 
servants  with  their  employments  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  judge  how 
far  our  orders,  in  this  respect,  shall  have  been  rendered  effectual. 


8.  We  are  sorry  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  reverting  to  our  orders 
of  the  5th  July  1780,  paragraph  45,  relative  to  the  sending  home  such 
persons  as  proceeded  to  India  under  different  appointments  from  us,  and 
who  on  their  arrival  relinquish  those  appointments.  As  we  cannot 
convey  our  instructions  on  this  subject  more  explicitly  than  we  have 
already  done  in  our  beforementioned  orders,  with  which  we  mean  to 
insist  on  a  compliance,  we  here  repeat  the  same  by  directing  that  no 
person  or  persons  whatever  already  sent,  or  who  may  hereafter  be  sent 
to  India,  in  our  service  either  as  writer,  cadet  or  otherwise,  be  permitted 
to  resign  the  same  in  order  to  adopt  any  other  mode  of  employment,  or 
to  engage  in  any  line  of  business,  incompatible  with  the  said  service;  and 
we  especially  direct  that  no  resignation  be  permitted  in  order  to  enable 
any  person  whatever  to  accept  of  any  office  or  to  be  admitted  to  practise 
as  an  attorney  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature.  But  whenever  any 
person  or  persons  shall  resign  as  aforesaid  he  or  they  must  be  required 
and  compelled  to  return  to  England  within  the  time  limited  by  law, 
for  we  will  not  permit  any  person  whatever  to  remain  in  India  after 

resignation  of  our  service  without  having  first  obtained  our  leave  for  that 
purpose. 


We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends. 


London, 

the  15th  January  1783. 


Henry  Fletcher/Nath.  Smith/ John 
Harrison /Heny.  Savage/ John  Smith/ 
George  Tatem/Thos.  Cheap/John 
Roberts /Joseph  Sparkes/Jac.  Wilkin¬ 
son  /  Step.  Lushington  /  R.  Hall  / 
Chas.  Boddam  /  W.  Bensley  /  Jacob 
Bosanquet  /  George  Cuming  /  W. 
Devaynes  /  L.  Darell  /  Jas.  Moffalt  / 
John  Manship/F.  Baring/ Jn.  Town- 
son/ John  Hunter. 


Company’s  Separate  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No.  3, 
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LETTER  DATED  23  JANUARY  1783 

Loss  of  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth — Board  to  send  testimonials  of  servants 
ie  turning  to  England — difficulty  of  providing  a  crew  for  the  Prime. 

Q  UR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

i 

1.  Since  writing  our  letter  of  the  151th  instant,  we  have  been 
advised  by  Mr.  John  Geed,  late  chief  mate  of  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth , 
of  the  unfortunate  loss  of  that  ship,  on  the  island  Car  Nicobar,  the  s[..  ] 
of  June  last.  The  Chapman  which  was  in  company  with  her  at  the 
time  narrowly  escaped  .sharing  the  same  fate. 

5.  The  following  persons  have  our  leave  to  return  to  their  respective 
ranks  and  stations  at  your  Presidency,  viz.,  Messrs.  Edward  Golding, 
Thomas  Pattle  jun.,  William  Makepeace  Thackeray. 

3.  We  have  appointed  three  more  cadets  for  your  Presidency  this 
season  in  addition  to  the  number  mentioned  in  the  55th  paragraph  of 
our  letter  dated  the  15th  January  1783. 

4.  We  have  appointed  the  following  persons  writers  for  your 
Presidency,  in  further  part  of  the  number  agreed  to  be  sent  thither  this 
season,  viz.,  Messrs.  George  Dowdeswell,  Samuel  Davis,  Richard  Waring, 
John  Williams,  Stewart  Rose,  Thomas  Smith,  Harry  Verelst  Darell, 
Joseph  Yorke  Kinloch. 

5.  Captain  Robert  Mackenzie  has  our  permission  to  return  to  your 
Presidency  without  prejudice  to  his  rank. 

6.  We  direct  that  Mr.  George  Cuming  be  reinstated  in  his  former 
office  of  Collector  at  Ramgur  whenever  the  same  .shall  be  vacant,  and  in 
the  meantime  that  he  be  provided  for  agreeable  to  his  rank. 

7.  We  have  permitted  the  following  officers  to  return  to  their 
respective  ranks  and  stations  on  your  military  establishment:  Captains 
Gabriel  Harper,  James  Home,  John  Cowe. 

8.  We  direct  that  whenever  any  of  our  servants,  civil  or  military, 
shall  resign  the  service,  or  obtain  your  permission  to  return  to  Europe 
on  account  of  health,  you  state  to  us  in  the  most  impartial  manner  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  such  servants,  that  upon  their  application  here  to 
be  readmitted  into  our  service  we  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the 
propriety  *of  complying  with  such  requests;  and  this  you  are  to  consider 
as  a  standing  order. 
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9.  W.  h.«  purchased  the  ship  W*  < >u  peg-  »  “ 

stores  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty  s  s  p  present  Majesty. 

■fseS ice  she  be  sold  or  otherwise  employed  to  the  best  advantage 
Slhe  Smpa4.  An  account  ol  cost,  outset  and  other  necessary  .papers 

are  sent  in  the  said  ship’s  packet. 

10.  Notwithstanding  every  exertion  that  has  been ^  made ^aud ^  every 
proper  encouragement  held  out  to  procure  seamen  lo  man  the  ^l  p 
Prime  it  has  been  found  altogether  impracticable.  The  cause  is  attributed 
to  a  dislike  generally  entertained  against  going  on  .board  a  ship  avowee  v 
destned  nofto  return  to  England.  Under  this  difficulty  application  has 
S  made  to  the  Admiralty  for  assistance;  and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
then  it  is  considered  of  how  great  consequence  the  safe  arrival  of  1  c 
Pnme  must  be  to  His  Majesty’s  fleet  in  the  East  Indies,  from  ^fbe>| 
loaded  with  masts,  that  the  necessary  assistance  will  not  be  withhelc  . 
but  in  what  manner  it  may  be  granted  is  not  at  present  known.  Howevei, 
should  a  number  of  men,  with  their  officers,  be  sent  on  board  the  Prune 
from  any  of  -His  Majesty’s  ships,  and  should  Bengal  be  the  hrst  port  a 
which  they  may  arrive  in  India,  you  must  pay  them  such  gratuities  as  you 
shall  think  proper,  confining  the  same  within  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount 
of  their  wages  for  the  time  they  shall  have  been  actually  on  board  accoidmg 
to  the  monthly  wages  at  which  they  may  have  been  borne  on  the  King  s 

books. 

11.  We  have  appointed  Messrs.  Alfred  Tufton,  John  Cheap  and  Neil 
Benjamin  Edmonstone,  writers  for  your  Presidency,  in  further  part  of  the 
number  agreed  to  be  sent  there  this  season. 


13.  Mr.  William  Nathan  Wrighte  Hewitt  has  our  leave  to  remain 
in  England  untill  the  departure  of  the  latter  ships  of  the  season,  without 

prejudice  to  his  rank. 

13.  The  following  persons  have  our  permission  to  return  to  then- 
ranks  and  stations  at  your  Presidency,  viz.,  Mr.  Francis  Muie.  Mr.  John 
Wilton. 


14.  We  have  given  permission  to  Mr.  William  Green  to  proceed  to 
India  as  a  free  mariner  on  the  usual  conditions. 


15.  Mr.  William  Ogilby  has  our  permission  to  proceed  .to  Bengal 
in  order  to  practice  as  an  attorney  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature. 

16.  Mr.  Charles  Smith  has  also  our  permission  to  proceed  to  India 
for  the  purpose  of  practising  there  as  a  painter,  on  the  usual  terms. 

17.  The  following  persons  have  our  permission  to  remain  in  England 
untill  next  season  without  prejudice  to  their  respective  ranks,  viz.,  Messrs. 
Richard  Tilghman,  Edward  Baber,  Richard  Griffith,  William  Marriott, 
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B)am  Martin,  Ewan  Law,  Isaac  Baugh,  Edward  Smith,  Nathaniel  Brassey 
Halhed,  James  Wintle. 

18.  The  following  military  oftcers  have  also  our  permission  to 
remain  in  lEngland  untill  next  season,  without  prejudice  to  their  ranks, 
viz.,  Majors  James  Akerman,  John  Fairfax,  Captains  Robert  Ravne, 
Charles  Bowles,  Robert  Kennan,  Lieutenant  John  Henchman. 

19.  Directions,  similar  to  those  mentioned  in  paragraph  10,  have  been 
sent  to  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay.  Tn  case,  therefore,  the  Prime  shall 
touch  at  either  of  those  Presidencies,  previous  to  her  arrival  at  Bengal, 
and  the  gratuities  shall  have  been  -paid  there  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  King’s  ships  as  abovementioned,  our  orders  to  you,  contained  in  the 
said  paragraph,  are  to  be  considered,  of  course,  as  null  and  of  no  efEect. 

20.  Mr.  Robert  Lindsay,  a  writer  of  last  season,  has  out  permission 
to  remain  in  England  another  year. 

21.  The  following  persons  have  our  leave  to  proceed  to  their  respec¬ 
tive  stations  at  your  Presidency,  viz.,  Messrs.  John  Bennet  Burges,  George 
Arbuthnot,  James  Le  Gros,  George  Cheap. 

22.  We  have  appointed  Messrs  James  Grant  and  Thomas  Broughton, 
practitioner  engineers  for  your  Presidency. 


We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Henry  Fletcher/Nath.  Smith/John 
Harrison/ John  Hunter/J.  Manship/ 
Jac.  Wilkinson  /  George  Tatem  /  L. 
Darell  /  R.  Hall  /  John  Roberts  / 
Joseph  Sparkes  /  John  Smith  /  W. 
London,  Bensley  /  Step.  Lushington  /  Jas. 

the  23rd  January  1783.  Moffatt/Ben.  Booth/Heny.  Savage. 


Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No.  7. 
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LETTER  DATED  25  JANUARY  1783 

Preliminary  treaty  with  Fiance  and  Spain. 

THE  Honourable  the  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William 
*  in  Bengal. 

The  detention  of  the  ships,  now  at  Spithead,  by  contrary  winds  affords 
an  opportunity,  which  .the  Secret  Committee  have  ordered  me  to  embrace, 
of  transmitting  for  your  information  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Grantham,  just  received  by  the  said 
Committee.  The  same  is  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  said  Committee 
accordingly  done  by. 


Sir  and  gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

London, 

the  25th  January  1783. 


P.  Michell, 
Secretary. 


ENCLOSURE 

St.  James’s,  January  23rd  1783. 
2  past  7  p.m. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you  that  a  messenger  is  just 
arrived  from  Paris  with  the  preliminary  articles  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  which  were  signed 
at  Versailles  on  the  20th  instant  by  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  His  Majesty's  Minister 
Plenipotentiary,  and  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  aforesaid 
courts.  ^  The  preliminaries  with  Holland  are  not  yet  signed  but  a  cessation 
of  hostilities  with  that  Republic  is  agreed  upon. 


I  have  the  .honor  to  be 
Gentlemen, 


Your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 


Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman  of 
the  East  India  Company. 


Grantham. 


Enclosed  from  Mr.  Michell,  25th  January  1783. 
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LETTER  DATED  14  FEBRUARY  1783 

The  tempcnary  brigade  stationed  in  Oudh  to  be  withdrawn — Nawab 
Oudh  to  pay  57  lakhs  as  subsidy — restoration  of  the  jagirs  to  the  Begams 
Oudh  favoured — censuie  of  the  Gove) nor  General’s  treatment  of 
lizullah  Khan — British  protection  for  the  Farrukhabad  Nawab. 

^UR  -Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Having  taken  into  our  consideration  the  late  arrangements  made 
'  the  Governor  General  with  the  Vizier  we  shall  now  proceed  to  make 
ch  observations  thereon  as  appear  to  us  necessary. 

5.  In  our  letter  of  the  4th  March  1778,  we  signified  our  disappro- 
tion  of  the  military  regulations  of  1777,  respecting  the  province  of 
rde.  We  therefore  can  see  no  objection  to  the  temporary  brigade  and 
5  three  regiments  of  cavalry  being  withdrawn  from  thence;  indeed  it 
pears  that  the  Nabob  was  utterly  unable  to  defray  the  expence  of 
sse  troops.  We  hope  that,  agreeably  to  an  intimation  from  the 
>vernor  General,  this  corps  has  been  dissolved. 

3.  According  to  the  present  agreement  no  more  troops  are  to  be 
iced  to  the  account  of  the  Vizier  than  one  brigade  at  rupees  5,60,000 
r  month  and  a  regiment  of  sepoys  at  55,000  per  month,  .making  the 
nual  sum  of  about  37  lacks;  and  we  trust  he  will  be  punctual  in  the 
yment  of  his  subsidy.  To  enable  him  to  be  so  we  find  that  he  has 
jaged  to  reduce  his  troops  to  regular  and  complete  establishments, 
nr  number  never  to  exceed  the  certain  means  of  paying  them,  .and 
.t  he  has  likewise  agreed  to  adopt  other  oeconimal  [sic]  regulations. 

4.  By  the  5nd  article  of  the  treaty  the  Nabob  is  permitted  to  resume 
h  jaghires  as  he  shall  think  proper,  with  a  reserve  that  all  such 
hiredars  for  the  amount  of  whose  jaghires  the  Company  are  guarantees 
.11,  in  case  of  a  resumption  of  their  lands,  be  paid  the  amount  of  the 
.  collections  through  the  Resident. 

5.  We  do  not  see  how  the  Governor  General  could  consent  to  the 
umption  of  such  lands  as  the  Company  had  engaged  should  remain 
the  hands  of  those  who  possessed  them  previous  to  ithe  execution  of 

late  treaty  without  stronger  proofs  of  the  Begums’  defection  than 
^e  been  laid  before  us;  neither  can  we  allow  it  to  be  good  policy  to 
uce  the  several  jaghiredars,  thus  uniting  the  territory  and  the 
Dps,  maintained  for  the  protection  of  that  territory,  under  one  head, 
d  may  by  that  means,  at  some  future  period,  become  a  very  power  full 
my  to  the  Company. 


6.  With  respect  to  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires  possessed  by  the 
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Begums  in  particular,  and  the  subsequent  seizure  of  the  treasure  deposited 
with  the  Vizier’s  mother,  which  the  Governor  ^General  in  his  letter 
to  your  Board,  53rd  January  1785,  has  declared  he  strenuously  encouraged 
and  supported,  we  hope  and  trust,  for  the  honor  of  the  British  nation, 
that  the  measure  appeared  to  be  fully  justified  in  the  eyes  of  all 
Hindostan.  The  Governor  General  has  informed  us,  “  that  it  can  be 
well  attested  that  the  Begums  principally  excited  and  supported  the  late 
commotions  and  that  they  carried  their  inveteracy  to  the  English  nation 
so  far  as  to  aim  at  our  utter  exterpation.” 

7.  It  must  have  been  publicly  known  that  in  1775  the  Resident 
at  the  Vizier’s  court  not  only  obtained  from  the  Begum,  widow  of  the 
late  Sujah  Dowlah,  on  the  Nabob’s  account  30  lacks  of  rupees,  half  of 
which  was  to  be  paid  to  the  Company,  but  also  the  forbearance  of  36 
lacks,  for  the  repayment  of  which  she  had  security  in  land,  on  the  Nabob's 
agreeing  to  renounce  all  further  claims  upon  her,  and  that  to  this 
agreement  the  Company  were  guarantees. 

8.  We  find  that  on  the  51st  of  December  1775,  the  Begum 
complained  of  a  breach  of  engagements  on  the  part  of  the 
Nabob,  soliciting  your  protection  for  herself,  her  mother  and 
for  all  the  women  belonging  to  the  seraglio  of  the  late  Nabob,  from 
the  distresses  to  which  they  were  reduced;  in  consequence  whereof,  it 
was  agreed,  in  Consultation  3rd  January  1776,  to  remonstrate  with  the 
Vizier,  the  Governor  General  remarking,  “that  as  the  representative  ol 
our  Government  has  become  an  agent  in  this  business  and  has  pledged 
the  honor  and  faith  of  the  Company  for  the  punctual  observance  of  the 
conditions  under  which  the  treaty  was  concluded  you  had  a  right  to 
interfere,  and  justice  demanded  it  if  it  should  appear  that  those  engage¬ 
ments  have  been  violated”.  And  the  Board  at  the  same  time  resolved, 
“  that  as  soon  as  the  Begum’s  engagements  with  the  Nabob,  to  which 
Mr.  Bristow  is  a  party,  shall  be  fulfilled  on  her  part  this  Government 
will  think  themselves  bound  to  protect  her  against  any  further  demand 
or  molestation 

9.  If  therefore  the  disaffection  of  the  Begum  was  not  a  matter  of 
public  notoriety  we  cannot  but  be  alarmed  for  the  effects  which  the 
subsequent  transactions  must  have  had  on  the  minds  of  the  natives  of 
India.  The  only .  consolation  we  feel,  upon  this  occasion,  is  that  the 
amount  of  those  jaghires  for  which  the  Company  were  guarantees  is  to 
be  paid  through  our  Resident  at  the  Court  of  the  Vizier,  and  it  very 
materially  concerns  the  credit  of  your  Government  on  no  account  to 
suffer  such  payments  to  be  evaded. 

10.  If  it  shall  hereafter  be  found  that  the  Begums  did  not  lake 
.that  hostile  part  against  the  Company  which  has  been  represented  (as 

e  Goyerri9r  General  s  narrative  as  in  several  documents  therein 
re  erre^  to,  and  as  it  nowhere  appears,  from  the  papers  at  present  in  our 
possession,  ^  at  they  excited  any  commotion  previous  to  the  imprison¬ 
ment  of  Rajah  Cheyt  Sing,  but  only  armed  themselves  in  consequence  of 
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that  transaction,  and  as  it  is  probable  that  such  a  conduct  proceeded 
entirely  from  motives  of  sell  defence,  under  an  apprehension  that  they 
themselves  might  likewise  be  laid  under  unwarrantable  contributions), 
we  direct  that  you  use  your  influence  with  the  Vizier  that  their  jaghires 
may  be  restored  to  them,  but  if  they  should  be  under  apprehensions 
respecting  the  future  conduct  of  the  Vizier,  and  which  [wish]  our  further 
protection,  it  is  our  pleasure  that  you  afford  those  ladies  an  asylum 
within  the  Company's  territories,  and  there  [they]  be  paid  the  amount 
of  the  net  collection  of  their  jaghires,  agreeably  to  ihc  2nd  article  of 
the  late  treaty,  through  the  medium  of  our  Resident,  as  may  be  ascertained 
upon  an  average  estimate  of  some  \ears  back. 

11.  With  respect  to  the  third  article  regarding  F\zoohi  Khan,  the 
Rohilla  Chief,  before  we  could  form  an  opinion  upon  it  wc  were  led  to 
an  examination  of  such  parts  of  your  records  as  in  any  wise  related 
to  him. 


12.  We  found  that  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Rohilla  war  in  1774? 
a  treaty  was  made  between  the  late  Sujah.  Dowlah  and  Fyzoola  Khan 
whereby  the  latter,  on  certain  conditions,  was  put  into  the  possession  of 
Rampore  and  some  other  districts  in  the  Rohilla  country.  Though  it 
does  not  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  treaty  what  equivalent  was  made 
to  the  Vizier,  yet  we  find  by  a  letter  from  Colonel  Champion,  entered 
on  your  Consultations  of  the  31st  October  1774,  that  Fyzoola  Khan  was 
to  give  the  Vizier  half  his  treasure. 

13.  On  the  9th  March  1778,  a  considerable  time  after  the  dcatli 
of  Sujah  Dowlah,  you  were  informed,  by  the  Resident  at  the  Vizier’s 
court,  that  there  were  reports  of  hostile  intentions  in  Fyzoola  Khan. 
The  Resident  added  that  the  Rohilla  Chief  might  be  justly  alarmed  by 
the  Nabob’s  resumption  of  a  number  of  jaghires  granted  by  his  father, 
and  by  his  oppressive  conduct  in  general;  you  were  likewise  informed 
that  Fyzoola  Khan  was  solicitous  to  obtain  the  guarantee  of  the  Company 
to  his  engagements  with  the  Vizier,  and  the  professed  motives  of  the 
Resident  for  sending  a  deputation  to  Fyzoola  Khan  were,  “  that  in  case 
of  the  latter's  acquitting  himself  it  would  give  him  a  confidence  in  the 
Company,  which  might  induce  him  to  look  up  to  that  influence  as  the 
surest  defence  against  any  invasion  of  his  right,  and  thereby  render 
him  a  faithful,  and  perhaps  a  useful,  ally  upon  some  future  emergency." 
On  a  motion  of  the  Governor  General  the  Resident  was  authorized  to 
offer  the  Company's  guarantee  for  the  observance  of  the  treaty,  the 
Governor  General  at  the  same  time  observing  that  the  many  letters 
which  he  had  received  from  F)zoola  Khan,  at  various  times,  proved 
the  necessity  of  such  an  intervention. 

14.  On  the  4th  May  following,  the  Resident  acquainted  the  Board 
that  Fyzoola  Khan  appeared  in  no  respect  to  have  violated  the  treaty, 
transmitting  at  the  same  time  a  new  treaty  under  the  guarantee  of  the 
Company. 


1 06 


LEfTER  FROM  COURT 


15.  We  find  that  F}zoola  Khan  declared  to  the  person  who 
negotiated  this  matter  with  him  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  “  that 
without  the  guarantee  of  the  Company  he  could  not  look  upon  himself 
secure  in  his  present  possessions,  that  the  Company  were  the  only  power 
in  which  he  had  confidence  and  which  he  could  look  up  to  for  protection”. 
There  never  was  perhaps  a  treaty  concluded  with  more  solemnity. 
According  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Dl.  Barwcll,  entered  on  your  Consultation 
2ist  May  1781,  it  was  signed  in  the  presence  of  the  greatest  part  of  his 
subjects,  in  order  to  establish  a  firm  conviction  in  their  minds,  “  that 
it  was  an  act  fully  authorized  by  the  English  Government,  which  was 
now  become  bound  to  exact  with  impartiality  a  strict  observance  of  each 
article  of  the  treaty”.  This  business  w7as  finally  settled  by  ihc  Governor 
General  being  desired  by  the  Board  to  write  to  Fyzoola  Khan  confirmin'* 
the  obligation  of  the  Company  as  guarantee,  and  by  your  acceptance 
of  a  lack  of  rupees,  on  behalf  of  the  Company,  as  an  acknowledgment 
from  Fyzoola  Khan.  & 


16.  In  November  1780,  upon  receiving  information  that  the  Sciks 
and  Goodies  were  committing  depredations  in  Rohilcund,  we  find  that 
the  Board  agreed  to  apply  to  the  Vizier  to  require  from  Fyzoola  Khan 
his  quota  of  troops,  in  consequence  of  which  the  Governor  General  wrote 
for  5000  horse.  .  But  judge  of  our  surprize  to  find  by  the  treaty  that 
whenever  the  Vizier  declared  war  Fyzoola  Khan  was  to  join  with  only 
5  or  3000  men,  unless  the  Vizier  had  marched  in  person.  Where  then 
was  the  justice  of  this  demand?  Fyzoola  Khan  replied,  as  appears  by 
our  Consultation  15th  February  1781,  that  he  would  send  *>000  horse, 
which  were  all  the  cavalry  in  his  service;  that  the  3000  foot  kept  up 
v  him  were  for  the  management  of  the  concerns  of  his  jaghirc,  and 
that  without  them  the  collections  could  not  be  made. 

ni  ,  MWe.Cannot  he/e  avoid  remarking  that  al  the  very  time  of  your 

ioinJ!!0  t!r%impr°Pff  de?a?d  500  o£  Fyzoola  Khan’s  troops  had  actually 

rnmn  °  f°rces;  .th°u§h  he  was  under  no  obligation  to  furnish  the 

,  F,.y  W1  7  a  sm§*e  man»  but  had  granted  this  supply  merely  to 
shew  his  attachment  to  the  English.  u  y  y  10 

followed  Lhe,  ^trT 1“  fr0m  F>'zoola  Khan  immediately 

been  positively^mld3^^6!11^^  0^*°  thousand  horse>  aher  you  had 
it  the^ appearance  fi  t  At  he  had  but  2000  in  his  service,  carries  with 

him  of  his  jaghire  entirely  ^  pretext  for  depriving 

and  all  tuJ  enureiy,  or  to  leave  him  at  the  mercy  of  the  Nabob- 

and  all  the  subsequent  proceedings  seem  to  confirm  us  in  this  idea 

that  a9  flaf  rSithiStandinuS  h  is  Stated  on  Consultation  4th  Tune  1781 
mat  a  Mat  refusal  was  the  verbal  amwr  a  •  *  J-  ,  ' 

to  3000  horse  vet  we  fin/i  ..  u  nswe^  to  th1J>  deputation,  with  respect 

3  o  norse,  yet  we  find  at  the  conference  Fyzoola  Khan  willing  to 
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agree,  "  that  in  compliance  with  the  treaty,  which  specified  no  definitiv 
number  of  cavalry,  lie  would  furnish  5000  horse  and  1000  foot,  that  h 
would  give  them  one  year’s  pay  in  advance,  and  furnish  further  fund 
during  the  war”;  on  the  very  day  you  received  an  account  of  the  rcsul 
of  this  deputation,  4th  June  1781,  a  letter  is  read  at  your  Board  from  th 
Vizier,  proposing  to  resume  the  grant,  “  and  leave  the  Nabob  Fyzool; 
Khan  to  join  his  other  faithless  brethren  that  were  sent  across  th< 
Ganges,”  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  pay  him  the  amount  stipulated  b’ 
treaty  after  deducting  the  pay  of  5000  troops;  and  shortly  after  th< 
Governor  General  proceeded  up  the  country. 

20.  We  do  not  find  any  further  mention  of  this  business  until  w< 
read  the  following  article  of  the  new  treaty  with  the  Nabob  of  Oude 
which  was  executed  on  the  19th  September  1781,  viz., 

"  31'dly.  That  as  Fyzoola  Khan  has  by  his  breach  of  treaty  forfeited 
the  protection  of  the  English  Government,  and  causes  by  his  con 
tinuance  in  his  present  independant  state  great  alarm  and  detrimen 
to  the  Nabob,  he  be  permitted,  when  time  shall  suit,  to  resume  hi: 
lands,  and  pay  him  in  money,  through  the  Resident,  the  amoun 
stipulated  by  treaty,  after  deducting  the  amount  and  charges  of  th< 
troops  he  stands  engaged  to  furnish  by  treaty,  which  amount  shal 
be  passed  to  the  account  of  the  Company  during  the  continuance 
of  the  present  war.” 

21.  The  beforegoing  article  is  expressly  said  to  be  founded  on  z 
breach  of  the  treaty  by  Fyzoola  Khan,  and  yet,  in  the  observation  ■which 
the  Governor  General  has  made  upon  this  article,  he  acknowledges  thal 
the  conduct  of  Fyzoola  Khan  was  not  an  absolute  breach  of  treaty, 
though  evasive  and  uncandid.  We  confess  ourselves  of  opinion  this 
his  conduct  was  neither  evasive  nor  uncandid.  But  admitting  the 
fact,  does  it  furnish  a  justifiable  ground  for  breaking  through  a  most 
solemn  engagement?  Was  it  a  time  to  seize  slight  pretences  for  evading 
a  treaty,  when  the  most  alarming  confederacies  were  formed  against  the 
Company? 

22.  Wc  fear  that  by  observing  such  a  conduct  as  this  few  of  the 
country  powers  of  India  will,  in  future,  adopt  the  sentiments  of  Fyzoola 
Klian  in  considering  the  Company  as  the  only  power  in  which  they 
have  confidence  and  to  which  they  can  look  up  for  protection. 

23.  We  do  not  only  arraign  the  justice  of  the  measure  but  its 
policy  also;  and  if  we  wanted  an  argument  upon  this  occasion  the 
Governor  General,  in  his  observations  upon  this  article  of  the  treaty, 
has  furnished  us  with  an  unanswerable  one.  “  I  am  of  opinion,”  says  he, 
44  .that  neither  the  Vizier’s,  nor  the  Company’s  interest,  would  be 
promoted  by  depriving  Fyzoola  Khan  of  his  independency,  and  I  have 
therefore  reserved  the  execution  of  this  agreement  to  an  indefinite  term, 
and  our  Government  may  always  interfere  to  prevent  any  ill  effects  from 
it.”  We  have  thus  agreed  to  commit  an  act  of  injustice  by  which  neither 
the  Vizier’s  nor  the  Company’s  interest  will  be  promoted;  and  yet  if 
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wc  do  not  suffer  this  injustice  to  take  place  we  shall  be  guilt\  ol  a  breach 
of  treaty  with  the  Vizier.  It  is  not  by  such  a  polio  as  (his  that  we 
can  ever  hope  to  break  the  confederacies  and  regain  the  confidence  of  the 
several  powers  of  India. 

34.  In  our  letter  of  the  12th  Juh  last,  we  expressed  our  apprehen¬ 
sions  for  the  event  of  the  deputation  sent  10  Fwoola  Khan,  and  we  aie 
sorry  to  find  that  those  apprehensions  were  but  too  well  founded. 
Fyzoola  Khan  had  reason  to  expect  other  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the 
Governor  General.'  For  did  he  not  at  the  breaking*  out  of  the  war  with 
France,  to  shew  his  attachment  to  the  Company,  make  a  voluntary  offer 
to  maintain  2000  cavalry  for  our  service?  The  Resident  at  the  Vizier’s 
court  writes,  under  the  5^-  December  iyy8,  that  he  found  such  a  prompt¬ 
ness  in  Fyzoola  Khan  to  render  the  Company  an.  assistance  within  the 
bounds  of  his  finances  and  ability,  as  even  surpassed  his  own  expectations. 
And  did  you  not  resolve,  in  Consultations  38th  of  the  same  month,  “  that 
the  thanks  of  your  Board  be  returned  to  him  for  this  mark  of  his  faithful 
attachment  to  the  Company?”  In  the  Governor  General’s  letter  to 
fyzoola  Khan,  upon  this  occasion,  are  the  following  words:  “  hi  my  own 
name,  and  that  of  the  Board,  I  return  you  our  warmest  thanks  lor  tin's 
instance  of  your  faithful  attachment  to  the  Company.”  And  you  \our- 
seKes  have  acquainted  us,  in  your  Secret  Letter  of  the  1st  or ’February 
1779*  t^at  on  requesting  the  aid  of  part  of  the  offered  assistance  “  he, 
without  hesitation  or  delay,  sent  500  men  to  cooperate  with  our  forces.” 

Thus,  in  March  177^  you  pledge  t lie  Coiupam’s  faith  for  the 
performance  of  the  treaty  between  Fyzoola  Khan  and  the  Vizier.  In 
December  following,  the  thanks  of  your  Board  are  given  to  him  for  his 
attachment  to  the  Company,  in  sending  troops  to  their  assistance  on  the 
bieakmg  out  of  the  war  with  France;  in  November  i78c>.  vou  make 
an  unwarrantable  demand  upon  him  which  it  not  being  in  his  power 
to  comply  with,  furnishes  a  pretext  for  depriving  him  of  his  lands- 

,‘,8\a  "eaF.iS  W  bv  «4  h  & 

territory  is  wrested  from  him  and  given  to  the  Vizier. 

26.  Fyzoola  Khan’s  merits  widi  the  Company’s  on  the  one  hind 

S™Cto^T™unaeMJal'S  ‘r'aUT.1  hin!  UlC  °lh“-  be 

to  the  Comoanv’s  imete^V^T  and  SUch  smSular  “‘arks  of  attention 
,  P  )  s  interest  and  Government  are  to  be  thus  remiiied  w r 

inVtheruUenr  Stwt ati°11S  a®ainst  us,  which  may  end 
r.Sc,  relf  ‘  Pb.,H  EngliSh  ft°m  Hi1*1™-*..  Il  »  only  by 

.0  f„"tgtarUS  g°°J  f“kh  ^  "C  ““  ‘»r* 

ofabrachof  tteay”ndh|*ereblyCforieiSdtihy™',Ia  CjW"  !■““  lxc"  8“'"y 

and  as  the  Governor  General  t!,  •  C(tcd  l^e  ProtecUon  of  the  Company, 
execution  of  the  an-epmmt  S  m^°_rme(^  us  that  he  has  reserved  the 

term,  and  that  our °Go ver n m  _C°n  tai ned,  n  art*c*e’  to  an  indefinite 

effects  from  it,  and  a^FvzooN  Kl  may  al'WayS  inter£ere  to  prevent  any  ill 
it,  and  as  Tyzoola  Khan  appears  to  have  had  great  merit  with 
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the  Company,  in  the  particular  instances  above  referred  to,  we  di 
that  that  article  be  not  carried  into  execution  and  that  you  obtain 

m 

consent  of  the  Vizier  to  Fyzoola  Khan's  continuing  in  the  possessioi 
his  jaghire  unmolested. 

58.  The  4th  article  of  the  treaty  is  as  follows:  “  that  no  Eng 
Resident  be  appointed  to  Furruckabad,  and  the  present  one  recalle 
In  order  that  we  might  fully  understand  this  article  we  had  recoi 
to  your  proceedings  of  the  22nd  of  May  1780,  for  the  reasons  of  your 
sending  a  Resident  at  Furruckabad.  We  find  that  Muzuffer  Jung,  Na 
of  that  place,  complained  of  suffering  hardships  under  the  person  1 
collected  the  annual  tribute  for  the  Vizier.  Upon  which  the  Govei 
General  remarked  that  he  is  extremely  desirous,  as  well  from  mot 
of  common  justice  as  due  regard  to  the  rank  and  situation  which  1 
Chief  holds  among  the  powers  of  Hindostan,  that  some  means  may 
devised  of  affording  him  relief.  The  Board  according  on  the  same 
appointed  a  person  to  reside  at  his  court,  and  the  motives  for  such 
appointment  were  highly  praiseworthy;  we  wish  the  real  grounds 
revoking  the  appointment  had  been  equally  so.  But,  on  the  conti 
we  conceive  that  this  removal  of  our  Resident  was  rather  calculated 
afford  the  Vizier  an  opportunity  of  exercising  his  oppression,  un< 
irouled.  And  the  Governor  General's  observation  upon  this  article 
the  treaty  justifies  this  opinion,  wherein  he  says,  “  if  the  Nabob  Muzn 
Jung  must  endure  oppression,  and  I  dare  not  at  this  time  propose 
total  relief,  it  concerns  the  reputation  of  our  Government  to  rem 
our  participation  in  it."  But  wherein  did  this  political  necessity  < 
sist?  In  our  opinion  it  concerned  the  reputation  of  our  Govermr 
much  more  to  have  removed  the  oppression  altogether  than  to  h 
sanctified  that  oppression  by  an  article  in  a  formal  treaty.  To  say  1 
Muzuffer  Jung  himself  desired  the  removal  of  the  Resident,  as  is  rej 
sented  by  the  Governor  General  in  the  appendix  to  his  narrative, 
have  little  weight  in  the  argument,  since  it  was  always  in  your  powei 
have  punished  any  improper  conduct  in  the  Resident,  or  to  h 
nominated  in  his  room  one  on  whom  you  could  depend.  And  when 
Nabob  expressed  such  a  desire  was  he  acquainted  with  the  previ 
determination  of  the  Vizier  to  heap  oppression  on  him.  and  that 
under  the  sanction  of  the  British  Government? 

29.  It  is  true  that  Muzuffer  Jung  does  not  stand  in  the  Sc 
relation  to  the  Company  as  Fyzoola  Khan  but  still  “  those  motives 
common  justice,  and  a  due  regard  to  the  rank  and  station  held  by  1 
Chief  among  the  princes  of  Hindostan ",  which  actuated  your  Bo 
upon  a  former  occasion,  ought  certainly  to  have  had  some  weight  in 
present  instance.  We  trust,  however,  that  by  means  of  the  mutual  g 
understanding  which  the  Governor  General,  in  his  observations  on 
article  of  the  treaty,  says  subsists  between  the  Vizier  and  himself, 
will  have  frustrated  the  intended  oppression  towards  the  Nabob 
Furruckabad,  and  they  [thus]  have  preserved  the  honor  of  the  Compj 
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Nabob,  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  British  character,  we  wish  that  the 
same  protection  may  be  continued  to  him,  and  we  recommend  it  to 
you  to  use  your  influence  with  the  Vizier  in  order  to  shield  him  from 
that  oppression  which,  it  highly  concerns  the  credit  of  the  British  name 
should  not  be  exercised  upon  him. 


We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Henry  Fletcher/Nathl.  Smith/ 
John  Harrison/  George  Tatem/ 
Heny.  Savage/Step.  Lushington/ 
,  Joseph  Sparkes/  John  Smith/ John 

London,  Hunter/L.  Darell/R.  Hall/Ben 

the  14th  February  1783.  Booth/ Jac.  Wilkinson. 

Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal 

15  ’ 
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LETTER  DATED  28  FEBRUARY 


1785 


Details  about  the  signing  of  the  treaty  with  France— precautions 
for  safety  of  shipping.  1 

QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

p*'.  °n  td<T  3°th.  oC  November  last,  provisional  articles  were  signed 

HlS*  ^ajCSt.y  S  Coramissioner  and  the  Commissioners  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  to  be  inserted  in  and  to  constitute  a  treaiv 

of  lltrl  HlS  UTStY  and  the  said  Uniled  States  when  terms 

of  peace  should  be  agreed  upon  between  Great  Britain  and  France. 

between -V™"-17  followinS’  preliminary  articles  of  peace 
between  S  ?  ^ajest>’  and  the  most  Christian  King,  and 

at  Versailles  BntanniCk  MaJesty  and  the  of  Spain,  were  signed 

between <Grea^  BrbSf  ratificaLions  of  the  said  preliminary  articles 

each  resnecrive  5  Fran?.e  were  .exchanged  by  the  Ministers  of 

preliminary  articles  Y  Y  on  tde  instant,  the  ratifications  of  the 
exchanged/  b“ween  Grcat  Britain  a"d  Sp«"  were  likewise 

«  ropy  0° wh!d,  1™  b“n“  MHdedSlniythriU£d  R°p,r  Proclamation' 

by  sea  as  bv  land  had  ,  nn^  t^iat  a  cessatlon  of  arms,  as  well 

Christian  King,  the  King  ^etween  His  Majesty,  the  most 

$  mg  ot  Spam,  the  States  General  of  the  United 
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Provinces  and  the  United  States  of  America,  and  enjoining  the 
observance  .thereof* 

5.  We  have  sent  copies  of  such  of  the  preliminary  articles  with 
the  French  as  in  any  wise  relate  to  the  East  Indies. 

6.  You  will  observe  by  the  22nd  article  that,  in  order  to  prevent 
all  causes  of  complaint  and  dispute  which  may  arise  on  account  of  prizes, 
which  may  be  made  at  sea  after  the  signing  of  the  preliminary  articles, 
it  is  reciprocally  agreed  that  the  vessels  and  effects  which  may  be  taken 
beyond  the  equinoctial  line  after  the  space  of  five  months,  to  be 
computed  from  the  ratification  of  the  said  preliminary  articles,  shall  be 
restored  on  each  side. 

7.  Though  we  have  not  yet  received  information  of  the  preliminary 
articles  between  Great  Britain  and  Holland  being:  executed  it  is  necessan 
you  should  be  informed  that,  by  His  Majesty’s  proclamation,  before 
mentioned,  it  is  agreed  that  the  cessation  of  hostilities  between  Great 
Britain  and  Holland  and  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
of  America  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  epochs  fixed  with  the  French.  The 
term  therefore  (according  to  the  said  proclamation)  for  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  to  take  place  between  Great  Britain,  France,  Holland  and 
America  beyond  the  equinoctial  line  is  five  months  from  the  3rd  of 
February.  The  time  for  the  cessation  of  hostilities  to  take  place  with 
Spain,  for  the  like  distance,  is  five  months  from  the  9th  February. 

8.  We  have  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  to  send  you  the  earliest 
account  of  these  particulars,  as  well  to  prevent  the  effects  of  hostilities 
being  continued  beyond  the  time  limited  by  His  Majesty’s  proclamation 
as  that  the  necessary  precaution  may  be  observed  for  the  safety  of  our 
shipping.  And  we  direct  that  no  ships  be  dispatched  for  Europe  till 
after  the  9th  of  July  next,  when  the  commanders  must  be  ordered  to 
make  the  best  of  their  way  to  St.  Helena,  and  after  staying  there  a 
reasonable  time  to  refresh  their  people  to  proceed  directly  for  the  River 
Thames. 

9.  So  soon  as  we  shall  be  informed  of  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  France  we  shall  give  you 
the  most  explicit  instructions  upon  the  several  articles  therein  contained 
relative  to  the  East  Indies,  our  observations  upon  each,  with  directions  in 
regard  to  the  cessions  to  be  made  to  France  in  consequence  of  the  treaty. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Henry  Fletcher/ Nathl.  Smith /John 
Harrison /George  Tatem/Jac.  Wilkin¬ 
son /L.  Darell/R.  Hall/Thos.  Cheap/ 
J.  Manship  /  John  Hunter  /  Chas. 
London,  Boddam/  Step.  Lushington/  Jacob 

the  28th  February  1783.  Bosanquet/W.  Devaynes. 

Company’s  Separate  General  Letter  to  Bengal, 
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LETTER  DATED  i  MARCH  1783 

Lists  of  civil  servants  to  be  sent  annually — samples  of  muslins 
manufactured  at  Manchester— Bengal  manufacturers  to  improve  the 
quality  of  (heir  muslin — illicit  goods  suspected  on  ship  Barwell. 

0UR  Governor  General  and  Council  al  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Since  closing  our  letter  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  the  Valentine  has 
arrived,  by  which  ship  we  have  received  the  following  letters,  vi/., 

Publick  Letter  dated  10th  April  1782. 

Secret  Letter  of  the  same  date. 

Revenue  Letter  dated  11th  April  1783. 

Letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  dated  jid  April  1785,  with  a 

postscript  dated  the  11th  of  the  same  month. 

3.  We  observe  that  no  regular  accounts  of  the  allowances  to  our 
civil  servants  have  been  hitherto  transmitted  from  your  Presidency.  The 
lists  of  covenant  servants  usually  sent  (the  last  of  which  is  dated  so  far 
back  as  March  1780)  are  very  defective,  and  do  not  exhibit  in  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  manner  the  emoluments  annexed  to  each  office. 

3.  We  therefore  direct  that  you  prepare  and  send  home  annually 
an  account  of  the  employments  of  our  civil  servants  under  even 
department  at  the  Presidency  and  subordinates,  with  the  salaries  and 
allowances  lespectivelv  enjoyed  by  each,  corrected  to  the  1st  of  January 
in  each  year. 

4 

4.  The  following  persons  have  our  permission  to  remain  in 
England  till  next  season  without  prejudice  to  their  rank,  \iz.,  Messrs. 
Thomas  Lane,  Robert  Wilkinson. 


have  also  granted  the  like  indulgence  to  Captain  George 
Hoggan  of  your  military  establishment.  '  0 

6  We  have  entertained  Mr.  William  Cooke,  major,  as  a  volunteer 

fAv  t*1  °VSerV^e  ^enSa^  011  ^le  same  condition  as  the  volunteers 
tor  the  Bombay  Marine. 

WiiL  ?aVe  aPP°imed  Messrs'  ,Edward  Archdekin  and  William 

vour  pstahK  t°rmeJ  ap?ad  a^d  Lhe  latter  a  recruit  at  Bengal,  cadets  on 
yom  establishment;  their  rank  will  appear  by  the  general  list. 

8.  We  have  also  appointed  Mr,  William  Rennie  a  cadet  on  your 
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establishment,  in  the  room  and  with  the  rank  of  Mr.  Thomas  Vickers 
of  last  season,  who  does  not  proceed. 

9.  Messrs  Thomas  Man  Clarke,  Joseph  Shaw  and  James  Crokatt, 
cadets  on  your  establishment,  have  our  leave  to  proceed  to  the  ranks 
formerly  assigned  them. 

10.  Mr.  Smith's  Christian  name  is  William  instead  of  Thomas,  as 
advised  in  our  letter  of  the  23rd  January,  para.  4.  You  must  therefore 
rectify  the  mistake. 

11.  We  have  appointed  Messrs.  Thomas  Lenox  Napier  Sturt  and 
Humphrey  Ashley  Sturt  writers  to  your  Presidency,  in  further  part  of 
the  number  to  be  sent  thither  this  season. 

12.  We  transmit  you,  by  this  conveyance,  three  small  boxes 
containing  musters  of  some  muslins,  the  produce  of  a  manulacture  that 
has  lately  been  set  up  at  Manchester  in  this  country,  together  with  an 
account  of  the  prices  at  which  they  are  retailed  by  the  drapers,  which 
we  particularly  recommend  to  your  very  serious  attention  and  observation. 
The  great  degree  of  perfection  to  which  this  manufacture  is  already 
arrived,  although  at  present  only  in  its  infant  state,  the  prices  which 
are  so  per  cent  under  our  own,  together  with  the  attention  which,  we 
doubt  not,  will  unwearedly  [sic]  be  applied  by  all  the  persons  concerned 
therein  towards  further  improvement  are  circumstances  which  cannot  but 
justly  alarm  us  for  so  important  a  branch  of  our  commerce.  If  once 
the  manufacturers  of  this  country  can  vie  with  us  either  in  the  quality 
or  price  of  this  or  any  other  articles  of  our  trade  we  shall  find  them 
most  powerful  rivals  at  every  market  where  those  articles  are  vended. 
We  doubt  not,  therefore,  but  you  also  will  exert  yourselves  to  the  utmost 
in  causing  the  manufacturers  at  Bengal  to  pay  every  attention,  not  only 
to  an  improvement  of  the  fabric  of  muslins  but  also  to  a  reduction  of 
the  prices,  as  both  on  the  one  and  the  other  will  depend  very  much 
our  future  success  in  this  article. 

13.  And  we  direct  that  by  the  first  conveyance  after  the  receipt 
of  the  abovementioned  samples,  you  transmit  us  your  opinions  thereon. 

14.  You  were  informed  in  our  letter  of  15  th  July  1782,  paragraph 
65,  that  we  had  permitted  Captain  Swiney  Toone  to  return  to  his  rank 
on  your  military  establishment.  He  has  since  that  time  been  detained 
in  England  on  business  of  the  Company  but  now  returns  to  his  rank  and 
station  on  the  Lascelles. 

15.  Having  reason  to  suspect  from  the  lumbered  state  of  the  ship 
Barwell  that  she  has  on  board  a  quantity  of  illicit  trade  we  direct  that, 
on  her  arrival  at  your  Presidency,  she  be  very  strictly  examined,  and 
should  it  be  discovered  that  the  condition  of  the  ship  has  been  occasioned 
by  such  improper  behaviour  in  Captain  Carr  you  are  to  report  the  same 
to  us,  as  we  are  determined  in  that  case  that  Captain  Carr  shall  experience 

our  severest  displeasure. 
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safe,  free  and  independent  trade,  such  as  was  carried  on  by  the  late 
French  East  India  Company,  whether  it  be  carried  on  by  them  as 
individuals  or  as  a  company.  Little  difficulty  can  occur  in  the 
execution  of  this  article  because  the  actual  possession  by  France  anterior 
to  the  present  war  will  ascertain  the  limits  of  what  is  to  be  restored; 
and  their  present  condition,  the  state  in  which  such  restoration  is  to 
be  made,  and  the  trade  carried  on  by  the  French  East  India  Company 
from  the  year  1763  will  abundantly  explain  the  nature  oi  that  free 
commerce  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  present  article  to  secure  to  the 
subjects  of  France.  And,  if  the  French  Governors  or  Commanders  shall 
be  desirous  of  establishing  any  regulations,  from  an  apprehension  of 
future  interruptions  to  their  commerce,  it  is  our  wish  that  you  may 
settle  such  stipulations  on  this  subject  as  will  evince  our  sincere 
intention  to  secure  to  France  the  full  effect  of  this  article,  and  remove 
all  occasions  of  dispute  between  the  two  countries. 

[3]  You  will  observe  the  express  stipulation  that  Ghandernagore 
shall  be  surrounded  by  a  ditch  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  off  the  wateis. 
By  this  stipulation  no  intention  is  entertained  on  the  part  of  France  to 
erect  a  fortification  or  to  introduce  a  force  which  can  give  just  cause  of 
alarm  to  our  Government,  the  intended  establishment  being;  entirely 
commercial;  but  the  object  of  this  engagement  is  to  prevent  disputes  of 
the  nature  of  those  which  have  existed  in  Bengal;  and  for  this  purpose 
we  direct  that  you  will,  in  the  most  amicable  manner,  take  the  proper 
measures,  in  concert  with  the  French  Commander  or  Chief  at  Ghander¬ 
nagore,  to  ascertain  the  extent  and  form  of  the  proposed  ditch  so  as 
effectually  to  answer  the  purpose  expressed  in  the  treaty,  without  bearing 
that  appearance  of  a  fortification  which  may  alarm  the  jealousy  of  our 
Government,  and  excite  again  those  dissensions  which  have  before 
prevailed  between  the  two  nations. 

[4]  the  14th  article,  Pondicherry  and  Karrical  are  to  be  restored 
to  France.  As  far  as  this  article  stipulates  a  restitution  (in  their  present 
condition)  of  what  France  possessed  before  the  commencement  of  the  war 
no  difference  can  possibly  arise.  In  addition  to  this  simple  restitution  His 
Britannic  Majesty  has  engaged  to  procure,  to  serve  as  a  dependency  round 
Pondicherry,  the  two  districts  of  Villenour  and  Bahour,  and  as  a 
dependency  round  Karrical,  -the  four  contiguous  magans.  We  therefore 
direct  that  you  employ  your  good  offices  effectually  to  procure  these 
cessions  from  Mahomed  Aly,  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  and  from  the 
King  of  Tanjore;  and  as  the  safety  of  the  territories  of  these  (princes  must 
depend  on  the  protection  afforded  by  the  English  arms  against  their  more 
powerful  neighbours  we  doubt  not  but  you  will  obtain  their  consent  to 
give  France  possession  of  these  additional  dependencies  at  the  same  time 
when  Pondicherry  and  Karrical  shall  be  restored.  Of  what  these  cessions 
are  to  consist  is  perfectly  understood  between  the  two  Courts;  and  to 
prevent  disputes  in  India  we  inform  you  that  Villenour  and  Bahour  include 
eig  ty  vi  ages,  and  the  four  magansj  contiguous  to  Karrical,  eighty-one 
villages;  the  names  and  description  of  which,  with  the  amount  of  the 
revenues,  we  have  extracted  from  the  Memorial  of  Monsieur  Dupleix; 
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and  these  will  likewise  be  found  in  the  Madras  Consultations  of  the  9th 
of  June  1760.  But  should  there  be  any  difficulty  on  this  head  the  officers 
of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  can  readily  furnish  you 
with  the  requisite  particulars.  The  extent  of  these  cessions  may  be  further 
ascertained  by  the  actual  possession  of  France  in  1754.  For  the  time  at 
which  this  restitution  is  made  wc  refer  you  to  our  orders  respecting  the 
16th  article. 

[5]  With  respect  to  Mahe  and  the  French  factor}  at  Surat  you  are 
to  restore  these,  in  their  present  situation,  as  soon  as  you  shall  receive 
information  from  us  that  the  definitive  treaty  shall  have  been  ratified. 

[6]  You  will  observe  that  by  the  first  article,  all  hostilities,  by  sea 
and  land,  are  to  cease  'between  Great  Britain  and  Fiance  as  soon  as  the 
preliminaries  are  ratified,  and  that  orders  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Commanders 
of  both  nations  for  that  purpose.  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  these 
orders  you  will  take  the  proper  measures  to  prevent  all  further  hostilities 
between  the  two  nations. 

[7]  The  16th  article  is  intended  to  extend  this  pacification  to  the 
allies  of  both  parties;  but  as  the  accession  of  such  allies  must  depend  on 
their  choice  a  term  of  four  months  is  given,  from  the  day  on  which  the 
proposal  shall  be  made  to  them,  to  make  their  final  decision.  We  are 
extremely  desirous  that  the  computation  of  this  period  shall  commence  as 
early  as  possible;  you  will  therefore,  without  delay,  communicate  to  the 
Indian  allies  of  both  parties  the  terms  of  these  preliminaries,  and  demand 
their  answer;  which  we  apprehend  may  be  best  done  in  concert  with  the 
French  Commander.  We  hope  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic  and  the  Rajah 
of  Tanjore  will  accede  to  the  present  pacification,  by  which  measure  their 
respective  territories  will  be  immediately  protected  against  any  direct 
or  indirect  hostility  from  the  French,  either  as  principals  or  allies.  Should 
Hyder  Aly,  and  all  other  allies  which  France  may  have,  likewise  accede, 
and  retire  within  their  respective  dominions,  the  object  of  a  general 
pacification  is  at  once  obtained. 

[8]  In  the  event  of  Hyder  Aly,  or  any  other  ally  of  France,  not 
acceding  immediately  the  war  against  him  or  them  continues,  but  France 
will  immediately  withdraw  her  troops  and  you  will  be  at  full  liberty 
to  act  against  him  or  them  with  your  whole  force.  Notwithstanding  the 
war  shall  be  so  carried  on  against  Hyder  Aly,  or  any  other  ally  of  France, 
before  his  or  their  accession  to  the  proposed  pacification,  yet  in  the  event 
that  he  or  they  shall  at  any  time,  within  the  stipulated  period  of  four 
months,  signify  his  or  their  accession,  withdraw  his  or  their  forces  from 
the  territories  of  our  allies  and  restore  the  places  taken,  you  are  then  to 
cease  all  hostilities.  Should  Hyder  Aly  not  be  disposed  to  accept  the 
pacification  offered  some  embarrassment  may  arise  to  the  French  Com¬ 
mander  in  effecting  a  separation.  In  that  event  it  is  our  order  that 
you  concert  measures  with  the  French  Commander  for  securing  the  retreat 
of  the  French  troops  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  troops  of  Hyder; 
and  they  are  not  only  to  be  taken  under  the  protection  of  our  Commanders 
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but  a  proper  place  must  also  be  appointed  for  them  to  retire  to,  and  every 
aid  given  them  in  providing  for  their  subsistence  in  case  Pondicherry  and 
Karrical  shall  be  in  the  possession  of  Hyder,  or  threatened  by  him,  or  until 
the  period  shall  arrive  for  delivering  up  those  places  to  the  French. 

[9]  When  the  terms  ancient  possesses  were  used  in  the  16th  article, 
the  two  Courts  intended  not  to  support  any  change  made  during  the  present 
war  in  India  with  European  powers;  you  are  therefore  to  understand 
possessions,  thus  described,  to  mean  the  territories  held  by  each  power 
in  the  year  1776,  before  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  the 
ministers  both  of  France  and  England  having  agreed  -upon  this  interpre¬ 
tation.  But  as  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  define,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy, 
the  limits  of  the  respective  territories  of  Hyder  Aly  and  Mahomed  Aly  as 
they  stood  in  1776  we  direct  that  you  take  every  possible  means  to 
ascertain  the  same  with  the  utmost  precision. 

[10]  We  have  no  doubt  but  that  France  will  have  withdrawn  her 
troops  from  Hyder  Aly  long  before  you  will  receive  information  from  us 
of  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty,  and  consequently  before  any 
restitution  is  to  be  made.  As,  however,  His  Most  Christian  Majesty, 
desirous  of  evincing  his  sincere  disposition  to  promote  a  general  pacification 
in  India,  has  consented  not  'to  require  the  restitution  of  Pondicherry  and 
Karrical  until  his  Commanders  shall  have  withdrawn  their  assistance  from 
Hyder  Aly  you  are  not  to  restore  these  places  until  such  event  has  actually 
taken  place. 

[n]  As  this  letter  is  circular  to  all  our  settlements  you  are  to  follow 
such  directions  as  are  contained  herein,  as  far  as  they  may  have  any 
relation  to  your  Presidency. 


We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Henry  Fie  tel  1  cr  /  N  a  thl .  S  m  i  th  /  J . 
Manship /  Heny.  Savage / John  Hart  i- 
son/John  Smith/John  Roberts/L. 
Darell / Chas.  Boddam / Jac.  Wilkin¬ 
son  /  George  Tatem  /  Ben.  Booth  / 
Joseph  Sparkes  /  Jn.  Townson  /  W. 
Bensley  /  George  Cuming  /  John 
Hunter/ Jacob  Bosanquet/F.  Baring. 

Company’s  Separate  Secret  Letter  to  Bengal. 

Received  per  Crocodile ,  22nd  September  1783. 


London, 

[the]  6th  March  1783. 


1 


*  ; 


j£j 


$#m>4 


V  *W  mrmjMr  *•«'  ^ 

...  t^r  f**^  ^  ^ 

Ifcy  ^ «/&£.***#>•  «fk 

‘wrtpfif n,mr  <iff j>  *<^^/W»m^«i»i»'  «nAfliiifr  »^u>iuo*4  djgimmtmtiu* 

^'AW4»  +A^mU 

>W4e4Sti*6i>.  tf&JwUm  * 

*^fim-mm/- tm&j dm SmmmtSm M*&m*»*  ■■■nflHnifci 

if^fv  /%£uilmmtsc'^tm»m  •»&,'}.  w/  **  „  .  .Z. 


y  * 


mffate  itfaJH/  mm#*  crt^hj^ 
fy^mp'm&sn+A  &  &§#&*& 

ms#  'M&te&i 


Facsimile  of  Letter  from  the  Court  of  Directors,  6  March,  1783 


19 

LETTER  DATED  6  MARCH  1783 

Governor  General  to  send  copies  of  maps  and  plans,  and  up-to-date 
lists  of  army  officers. 

QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

x.  In  addition  to  our  orders  of  the  15th  January  last,  paragraph  56, 
we  direct  that  you  send  us,  so  soon  as  possible,  copies  of  the  following 
maps,  plans,  etc.. 

Copies  of  all  the  general  surveys  taken  since  the  >ear  1776, 
on  a  scale  of  5  British  miles  to  an  inch. 

Plans  and  journals  of  marches  of  detachments  from  the  Bengal 
provinces  towards  the  Maratta  countries,  during  the  same  period 
(Colonels  Goddard’s  and  Upton’s  excepted). 

Plan  of  Colonel  Pearses  march  from  Bengal  to  Madras. 

Marches  in  the  Guzerat  country  since  1776. 

Lieutenant  Watherstone's  remarks  between  Hussungabad  and 
Nagpour. 

Mr.  Elliot’s  remarks  westward  of  Cutitack. 

Captafin  Campbell’s  remarks  between  Bengal  and  Surat. 

Marches  in  Cheit  Sing’s  country  in  1781. 

Plan  of  the  canal  from  the  Salt  Lake  to  Calcutta. 

2.  We  have  transmitted  some  transparent  oil  paper  to  facilitate 
the  taking  of  draughts,  as  directed  in  paragraph  56  of  our  General  Letter 
of  the  15th  January  last,  to  send  us  copies  of  all  maps,  plans  and  charts. 

t 

3.  We  cannot  but  express  our  displeasure  at  your  not  having 
complied  with  our  former  orders.  We  therefore  again  repeat  those  orders 
and  direct  that  correct  lists  of  military  officers,  to  the  latest  period 
possible,  be  always  transmitted  with  returns  of  the  army  on  your  estab¬ 
lishment,  and  that  respecting  every  officer  appointed  on  the  staff  or  absent 
on  command  or  stationed  as  commandant  at  any  fort  or  garrison,  such 
appointment,  command  or  station  be  particularly  specified  and  annexed 
to  his  name  in  the  lists  to  be  transmitted  as  aforesaid.  And  we  most 
positively  [direct]  that  such  lists  be  transmitted  by  every  ship. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Henry  Fletcher /Nath.  Smith/ John 
Harrison/  John  Manship/  John 
Smith/  Jacob  Bosanquet/  John 
Hunter/Ben.  Booth/ Jac.  Wilkinson/ 
L.  Darell/John  Roberts/Jn.  Town- 
London,  son/Joseph  Sparkes/Jas.  Moffatt/ 

the  6th  March  1783.  Step.  Lushington/Heny.  Savage. 

Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

Received  4th  September  1783. 


LETTER  DATED  27  MARCH  1783 

Harwell’s  and  Francis’s  claims  disallowed. 

QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letter  to  you  was  dated  the  6th  instant,  and  torwardec 
by  the  ships  Sulivan,  Besborough,  General  Ellioil,  Glatton  and  Ray  mom 
via  Bombay;  a  transcript  of  which  is  now  forwarded  by  the  presen 
conveyance* 

2.  We  observe  by  your  proceedings  of  the  59th  June  1778,  tha 
the  Board  having  agreed  that  Mr.  Barwell1  was  entitled  to  a  house*  fo 
his  residence,  at  the  Company's  expence,  he  was  permitted  to  provid 
himself  with  one  leaving  the  Company  at  their  pleasure  to  reimburse  hin 
the  charge.  And  we  likewise  find  that  on  Mr.  Harwell's  departure  fo 
Europe  you  discharged  his  bill  for  rent  from  the  beforementioned  da) 
amounting  to  current  rupees  45,000. 

S-  As  we  never  assented  to  grant  Mr.  [Barwell]  the  indulgence  her 
specified,  and  as  his  allowances  were  settled  by  Act  of  Parliament,  w 
hereby  direct  that  his  attornies  be  forthwith  called  upon  to  refund  th 
said  sum  of  current  rupees  45,000,  the  same  having  been  paid  to  hin 
without  our  authority.  And  we  cannot  but  express  our  astonishmen 
that  you  should  have  made  Mr.  Barwell  any  allowance  for  house  ren 
when  by  our  instructions  of  the  28th  March  i774>  [paragraph]  31,  w 
directed  that  the  several  salaries  to  the  Governor  General  and  Counci 
as  established  by  the  Act  of  Parliament,  were  to  be  in  lieu  of  all  fee 
[of]  office,  perquisites,  emoluments  or  advantages  whatsoever. 

4-  We  have  received  an  application  from  Mr.  Barwell  urging  hi 
claim  of  salary,  as  a  member  of  the  Government  General  of  Bengal,  [foi 
the  month  of  March  1780.  Mr.  Barwell  has  informed  us  that  h 
received  his  salary  for  the  [whole]  of  the  month  of  February,  that  upo 
his  attornies .  application  for  his  salary  for  the  month  of  March  !h 
Paymaster  said  he  had  the  Governor  General's  orders  not  to  pay  an 
salary  after  the  day  that  Mr.  Barwell  embarked  on  the  Swallow.  W 
o  not  find  what  day  Mr.  Barwell  left  Calcutta;  but  it  appears  that  th 
ast  council  he  attended  was  on  the  29th  February  1780,  that  th 
dispatches  by  the  Swallow  were  dated  the  3rd  of  March  and  that  th 
pilot  quitted  the  vessel  the  9th  of  the  same  month.  We  therefore  dim 
that  as  we  know  not  the  day  of  Mr.  Barwell’s  embarkation,  he  be  paid  h 

sa  ary  up  to  the  [ . ]  March  1780.  And  you  must  observe  it  as  [ 

s  an  mg]  ru  e  and  order  that  the  salary  and  subsistence  money  to  an 
o  our  returning  servants  is  to  be  paid  them  to  the  day  of  their  quittin 
e  ompany  s  service  or  embarkation,  whichever  shall  first  happen. 

5*  Having  agreed  to  make  Mr.  Barwell  an  allowance  of  £1000,  i 
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part  of  the  money  he  paid  to  the  owner  of  the  Da)  l  privateer,  for  that 
ship’s  keeping  company  with  and  seeing  the  Swallow  packet  sale  into 
port,  we  direct  that  this  sum  be  deducted  from  the  monc}  which,  by 
a  preceding  paragraph,  is  to  be  demanded  of  his  attornies  on  account 
of  the  money  which  has  been  paid  him  for  house  rent. 


6.  As  we  observe  by  your  Consultations  of  the  2nd  of  November 
1780,  that  Mr.  Francis  was  allowed  his  salary  for  the  month  of  December 
notwithstanding  the  ship  on  which  he  embarked  for  Europe  was  quitted 
by  the  pilot  on  the  15th  of  that  month,  we  direct  that  you  demand  from 
his  attornies  the  amount  of  the  salary  which  he  received  after  that  day. 
We  cannot  but  express  our  disapprobation  at  your  having  paid  Mr. 
Francis’s  salary  to  the  end  of  December,  as  we  have  been  informed  that 
on  Mr.  Barwell’s  departure  for  Europe  the  Governor  General  ordered 
the  Buxey  not  to  pay  any  salary  to  his  attornies  after  the  day  he  went  on 
[board]  the  Swallow.  This  order  respecting  Mr.  Barwell  [was]  a  very 
proper  one  and  ought  to  have  been  repeated  m  the  case  of  Mr.  Francis. 

7.  Before  we  quit  this  subject  we  cannot  avoid  remarking  on  the 
impropriety  of  suffering  Mr.  Francis  to  draw  for  his  salary  3  months  in 
advance.  Such  a  practice  is  extremely  irregular,  and  must  on  no  account 
be  repeated  in  future. 


8.  We  direct  thaL  Mr.  Richard  Becher  junr.,  a  writer  in  your 
establishment,  succeed  to  the  rank  held  by  his  younger  brother  Mr.  John 
Becher  who,  in  exchange,  is  to  have  the  rank  held  by  his  brother  Richard 
Becher  junr.  on  the  list  of  covenanted  servants  at  your  Presidency. 


q.  We  have  received  a  letter,  with  three  papers  enclosed,  from  the 
Right  Honourable  Sir  George  Yonge  Baronet,  Secretary  at  War,  relative 
to  the  36th  and  52nd  Regiments  of  Foot  embarked  for  the  East 
Indies,  copies  of  which  wc  send  you  enclosed,  and  refer  you  to  the  [Act]  of 
Parliament,  and  the  orders  we  have  already  given  on  that  subject  in  our 
letters  to  you  of  the  25th  and  29th  of  January  last  for  your  guidance  therein. 


10.  Wc  have  appointed  Messrs.  Alexr.  Wright,  Charles  Andrew 
Bruce  and  Thomas  Parr  writers  for  your  Presidency  in  further  part  of  the 
numbers  to  be  sent  thither  this  season;  their  rank  will  be  advised  hereafter. 


We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 
Henry  Fletcher/  Nath.  Smith/ 
Heny.  Savage/John  Harrison/  Jac. 
Wilkinson/  George  Tatem/  Ben. 
Booth/Joseph  Sparkes/W.  Bensley/ 
George  Cuming/ John  Hunter /Jacob 
London,  Bosanquet  /  F.  Baring  /  L.  Darell  / 

the  27th  March  1783*  Hall. 

Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

Received  per  Crocodile . 
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LETTER  DATED  n  APRIL  1783 

Election  of  Director. 


Gentlemen, 

h]  The  dispatches  for  this  season  having  been  closed,  and  it  being 
understood  that  His  Majesty’s  ship  Crocodile  is  undei  sailing  orders  foi 
the  East  Indies,  I  take  the  present  occasion  to  communicate  to  you  the 
arrival  of  the  Rodney  brig  at  Limerick,  the  31st  of  last  month. 


[2]  The  annual  election  of  six  Directors  for  the  year  ensuing  having 
been  made  on  the  9th  instant,  in  the  room  of  the  six  gentlemen,  who  went 
out  by  rotation,  the  following  were  chosen  Directors  accordingly:  Sir 
William  James  Baronet,  John  Michie  Esqr.,  Ihomas  Parry  Escp.,  Samuel 
Smith  junr.  Esqr.,  Laurence  Sulivan  Esqr.,  William  Mills  Esqr. 


[3]  And  you  are  further  informed,  for  \our  notice,  that  Sir  Henry 
Fletcher  Baronet  has  been  appointed  Chairman,  and  Nathaniel  Smith 
Esqr.,  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 

servant, 

East  India  House,  P-  Michell,  . 

London  tihe  11th  April  1783.  Secretary. 

The  Honourable  the  Governor  General  and  Council 

at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

Received  22nd  September  1783,  per  Crocodile. 

No.  4. 
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LETTER  DATED  io  SEPTEMBER  1783 

Leave  regulations — reports  of  Parliamentary  Committee  on  affairs  of 
Bengal — payment  on  accoimt  of  Lord  Clive  s  jagir  to  cease — reduction  in 
number  of  King's  regiments  to  lessen  military  expenses. 

QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

j.  Since  writing  our  letter  of  the  57th  of  March  last,  by  the 
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Crocodile  frigate,  we  have  received  the  following  ad\ices  froi 
Presidency,  viz.. 

General  Letters  dated  9th  May,  15th  July,  7th  Dccemhc 
and  3rd  February  1783. 

Secret  Letters  dated  9th  and  26th  May,  15th  Julj,  ioth 
ber,  41  h  December  1782,  and  30th  January  1783. 

Rc\  enue  Letters  dated  27th  November  with  a  postscrip 
30th  November  1785,  and  6th  February  1783. 

Law  Letters  dated  57th  November  1782,  and  6th  Februai 

Letters  from  the  Governor  General  to  the  Secret  Committe 
22nd  May  and  16th  December  1782. 

Letters  from  Mr.  Secretary  Auriol  dated  13th  May,  11th,  1 
16th  December  178 2. 

Letters  from  Mr.  Secretary  Webber  dated  gtli  May  ai 
December  1782. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Bruere  dated  9th  February  i* 

Letters  from  the  Board  oC  Trade  dated  8th  May,  11th,  n 
27th  June,  four  of  the  28th  November,  and  one  of  the  5th  ; 
December  1782,  and  7th  January  1783. 

2.  You  will  receive  in  the  packet  a  printed  narrative  of  the 
the  ship  Grosvenor  prepared  by  Mr.  Alexander  Dalrymple,  by  ou 
from  the  accounts  given  of  tihat  melancholy  event  ~by  some 
survivors  who  have  arrived  in  England;  and  likewise  of  another  11 
of  some  of  the  seamen  arrived  in  Denmark,  received  from  His  3V 
Consul  at  Elsineur. 


3.  The  names  of  the  ships  entertained  in  the  Company’s 
season  are  as  follow,  viz., 


Ships 

New  ship 
New  ship 
New  ship 
New  ship 
Egmonl 
Berrington 
Earl  of  Mansfield 
Royal  Charlotte 
Contractor 
Ponsborne 
Valentine 
Royal  Admiral 
Neptune 


Commanders 

Captain  Nathaniel  Dance 
Burnet  Abercrombie  ... 
William  Hardcastle 
George  Blachford 
Thomas  Larkins 
John  Johnston 
William  Fraser 
Josiah  Pryce 
James  Baldwin 
William  Hammett 
John  Lewis 
Joseph  Huddart 
Robert  Scott 


sen 


Bu 

7r 

It 

It 

75 

7f 

75 

7£ 

75 

7£ 

It 

It 

9c 

It 


4.  All  the  above  ships  are  taken  up  at  £33  per  ton  freight  fc 
and  China;  £2-10  per  ton  impress;  10 d.  per  ton  per  day  demora 
per  head  for  passage  of  military;  and  in  all  other  respects  on  tl 
conditions  as  the  ships  of  last  year,  as  will  appear  by  reference 
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5.  In  your  provision  of  cargoes  for  any  ol  our  returning  ships,  vou 
are  to  have  in  view  the  lading  as  much  surplus  tonnage  as  possible  on 
board  of  them;  as  we  arc  convinced,  from  their  being  all  of  a  burthen  of 
above  700  tons,  they  have  abundant  capacity  to  bring  a  considerable 
quantity. 

6.  We  ha\c  fitted  the  Company’s  ship  Sivalloio,  Captain  Richard 
Bendy,  burthen  345  tons,  for  a  voyage  to  India;  and  on  her  arrival  she 
is  to  be  added  to  our  marine  force  on  the  Bombay  establishment.  The 
Swallow  being  an  advice  vessel,  we  have  not  laden  any  goods  on  her  but 
have  put  on  board  one  thousand  ounces  of  foreign  silver  for  the  ship’s 
use,  in  case  she  should  be  obliged  to  put  into  any  foreign  ports  for  refresh¬ 
ments  or  repairs  during  the  voyage,  for  which  sum  the  commander  is  to 
account  on  the  ship’s  arrival  in  India. 

7.  We  have  thought  proper  to  appoint  Sir  Henry  Fleuhcr  Baronet, 
our  Chairman,  and  Nathaniel  Smith  Esqr.,  our  Deputy  Chairman,  a  Secret 
Committee  with  the  powers  mentioned  in  the  4th  paragrapli  ol  our 
General  Letter  of  the  30th  April,  and  the  Gtlr  paragraph  o I  our  General 
Letter  of  the  18  th  June  1782. 

8.  Wc  have  likewise  appointed  our  Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman, 
together  with  Benjamin  Booth,  Charles  Boddam,  William  Devaynes  Esqrs.! 
Sir  William  James  Baronet,  John  Michic,  John  Roberts  and  Laurence 
Sulivan  Esqrs.,  to  be  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  for  giving  the  necessarv 
directions  respecting  the  safety  of  the  Company’s  shipping.  Hie  orders 
therefore  of  any  three  of  the  said  Committee  must  be  obc\cd  with  the 
greatest  punctuality. 

9*  The  Right  Honorable  the  Secretary  at  War  having  transmitted 
us  a  compleat  list  of  the  officers  of  His  Majesty’s  forces  serving  in  India, 

who  have  supciior  local  rank  there,  wc  enclose  a  copv  thereof  lor  vour 
information. 


to.  It  being  of  very  great  importance  to  the  Company  that  the  corps 
of  artillery  at  their  respective  Presidencies  in  India  should  be  recruited 
with  men  ht  for  that  particular  service,  wc  have  taken  such  measures  as 
appeared  to  us  proper  for  procuring  a  number  of  the  disbanded  non¬ 
commissioned  officers  and  private  men  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  not  exceeding 
00,  for  the  Company’s  artillery  in  India,  and  His  Majesty  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  permit  such  men,  as  may  be  entertained  for  this 
service  to  remain  m  their  respective  corps  until  the  ships  shall  be 

ready  for  their  reception.  A  list  of  those  embarked  on  board  the  Swallow 
is  sent  in  the  packet. 

xi.  We  advised  you  in  our  letter  dated  the  nth  May  1780  that  we 
nri,?emmted  Mr'  Stephen  Matthews  to  proceed  to  the  East  Indies  to 
wWCv,-aS  3  SUrgeon’  and  t0  succeed  as  an  assistant  surgeon,  at  such  place 

advised  -fs  'Wjasura0st  waited,  after  those  who  had  been  previously 

su  a  een  provided  for;  and  Mr.  Matthews  having  since 
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represented  to  us  that  he  was  abroad  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  and 
unacquainted  therewith  until  he  lately  arrived  in  England/we  have  oranted 
him  leave  to  proceed  to  Bengal  on  the  Company’s  ship  Swallow*  at  his 
own  expence,  with  the  rank  assigned  him  in  our  beforemen tioiicd  letter 

12.  And  as  Mr.  Charles  Herredes,  the  surgeon  of  the  Swallow,  is 
a  native  of  Bengal  and  not  supposed  to  be  so  experienced  as  Mr.  Matthews 
in  the  nature  of  disorders  to  which  Europeans  are  subject,  we  have  put 
the  party  of  artillery  embarked  on  that  ship  under  his  care;  and  it  is  our 
order  that  he  be  paid  the  usual  allowance  of  ten  shillings  ner  head 
each  man  landed  in  India.  *  1 

*5"  ^  Having  come  to  an  unanimous  resolution  respecting  our  civil 
and  military  servants  abroad,  who  may  return  to  Europe  for  the  recovery 
of  health,  or  for  the  purpose  of  settling  their  private  affairs,  we  sitrictU  > 
enjoin  your  obedience  to,  and  immediate  publication  of  the  said  resolu¬ 
tion,  which  is  as  follows,  viz.. 

Resolved  unanimously  that  all  servants  of  the  Company,  civil 
01  military,  employed  in  any  of  the  settlements  in  India  or  China 
who  shall,  after  the  publication  of  this  resolution,  have  leave  to  return 
to  England  shall  lose  all  such  promotion  or  rank  as  they  would  have 
become  entitled  to,  had  they  remained  in  India  or  in  China,  and 
shall,  if  permitted  by  the  Court  of  Directors  to  return  thithei,  have 
the  same  rank  only  as  they  held  at  their  departure  from  thence,  except 
in  cases  of  ill  health  certified  by  the  Governor  (and  in  China  by  the 
Chief  Supracargo)  and  upon  the  oaths  of  a  committee  of  the  three 
principal  surgeons  (if  so  many  at  the  settlement)  from  whence  they 
shall  come,  under  the  following  form  ;  and  in  that  case  their  leave  of 
absence  to  be  for  one  year  only  in  Europe,  except  by  express  leave 
from  the  Court  of  Directors  for  a  second  year,  taken  by  the  ballot,  on 
proof  of  their  health  not  being  established. 

14.  The  certificate  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  the  principal  surgeon, 
and  attested  upon  oath  by  him  and  the  two  next  in  rank,  before  a  magis¬ 
trate,  viz.. 


“  We  A,  B  and  C,  surgeons  of - ,  do  hereby  declare,  on 

oath,  that  we  are  of  opinion  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  Mr.  D 
should  leave  this  country,  and  go  to  Europe  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health,  occasioned  by  wounds,  bilious  or  any  other  disorder/’ 

15.  We  have  appointed  the  following  persons  writers  for  your  Presi¬ 
dency  in  further  part  of  the  number  agreed  to  be  sent  thither  last  season, 
viz.,  Messrs.  John  Fombelle,  Francis  Smyth,  Joseph  Bourdieu,  William 
Towers  Smith,  Francis  Hawkins.  Mr.  Fombelle  proceeded  to  his  station 
on  the  Crocodile  frigate. 

16.  We  have  appointed  Mr.  Jeremy  Sneyd  a  writer  for  your  Presi¬ 
dency,  in  addition  to  the  number  agreed  to  be  sent  thither  last  season. 


j26  letter  from  court 

17.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  John  Wilton  to  return  to  his  rank  in 
our  civil  service  at  your  Presidencv:  he  proceeds  on  the  Eurydice  frigate. 

J  4  W 

18.  We  have  appointed  Messrs.  Colin  Shakespear  and  Frederic 
Rodolph  Muller  (the  former  abroad)  cadets  on  your  establishment.  Their 
rank  will  appear  by  the  general  list. 

19.  Captain  John  Pierce  Morton  and  Quarter  Master  Orr,  of  the 
1st  Battalion  of  His  Majesty's  73rd  Regiment  of  Foot,  now  serving  in 
India,  have  our  permission  to  embark  on  the  Sioallow  free  of  charge  to 
the  Company. 

20.  In  future  when  you  grant  certificates  to  the  commanders  and 
officers  of  our  ships  on  their  indulgence  we  positively  direct  that  you 
make  out  one  set  for  a  moiety  of  the  sum  allowed  to  each  person,  payable  at 
90  days’,  and  another  set  tor  the  remaining  moiety,  payable  at  365  days’ 
sight. 

21.  And  in  granting  certificates  when  it  may  appear  that  the  money 
has  been  paid  into  the  Company’s  treasury  by  one  person  for  account  of, 
or  on  the  indulgence  of,  another  person  we  further  direct  that  the  name 
of  the  person,  to  whose  order  the  certificate  is  to  be  made  payable  in 
England,  be  expressed;  and  likewise,  that  you  recommend  it  to  those  to 
whom  certificates  shall  be  granted  to  transmit  them  properly  endorsed, 
or  accompanied  with  powers  of  attorney,  if  none  should  have  been  already 
given;  frequent  difficulties  and  delays  of  payment  have  ensued  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  such  omissions. 

22.  Captain  Jonathan  Court  has  presented  to  us  a  certificate,  drawn 
by  you,  for  rupees  24,909-1-6,  on  account  of  his  privilege,  unclaimed  by 
hiin  on  his  voyage  in  the  ship  Prince  of  Wales  in  the  year  1776,  he 
having  been  obliged  to  return  to  England  leaving  many  things  unsold, 
which  were  afterwards  disposed  of  by  his  attornies.  We  have  accepted  the 
said  certificate,  as  it  is  drawn  and  authenticated  in  the  usual  form  ;  but 
having,  in  the  27th  paragraph  of  our  letter  dated  the  15th  of  December 
1 775  and  the  6th  paragraph  of  our  letter  dated  the  5th  of  February  1777, 
given  you  our  orders  relative  to  the  granting  certificates  to  the  comman¬ 
ders  and  officers  of  the  Company  s  freighted  ships  we  enjoin  you  strictly' 
to  adhere  thereto,  and  on  no  account,  whatever,  to  grant  certificates  in 

future  to  the  commander  or  officers  of  any  ship  after  the  voyage  has  been 
compleated. 

a  •  send>  *n  the  packet  by  the  Swallow,  a  complete  set  of  the 

Acts  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  last  session,  and  direct  that  you  pay 
every  attention  to  such  parts  of  those  Acts  which  respect  the  management 
or  our  affairs  m  India  as  may  require  your  obedience. 

24.  The  committee  appointed  by  the  Honorable  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  to  ta  e  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  administration  of  justice 
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in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orissa,  also  how  the  British  posses¬ 
sions  in  the  East  Indies  may  be  held  and  governed  with  the  greatest 
security  and  advantage  to  Britain,  and  by  what  means  the  happiness  of 
the  native  inhabitants  may  be  best  promoted,  having  made  several  reports 
to  that  House,  we  send  you  a  complete  set  ol  those  reports  for  your 
information. 

or,.  By  our  letter  of  the  20th  of  November  1767,  paragraphs  53  and 
54,  and  the  deed  thereby  referred  to,  dated  the  4th  of  November  1767, 
made  between  the  Company  and  the  late  Lord  Clive  you  will  see  that  his 
rio’ht  to  the  jaghire  ceases  on  the  5th  of  May  1784;  vou  are  therefore  not 
to  continue  the  payment  thereof  beyond  that  period, 

26.  In  consequence  of  the  enormous  amount  of  your  military 
expences,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  making  every  reduction  therein, 
and  observing  the  deficiency  of  the  several  regiments  now  serving  in 
India,  we  have  made  application  to  His  Majesty’s  ministers  that  such  of 
the  King’s  regiments  as  shall  consist  of  the  fewest  numbers  may  be 
draughted  into  other  regiments  in  order  to  complete  them,  and  that  the 
officers  of  such  reduced  regiments  may  be  directed  to  return  to  Europe, 
by  which  means  the  Company  will  be  eased  of  a  very  considerable  expence 
on  account  of  the  said  officers. 


27.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the  necessary  orders  will  be  accordingly 
issued;  and  we  understand  that  four  of  the  regiments  will  be  incorporated 
into  the  other  six.  We  therefore  direct  that  you  make  the  necessary 
application  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty’s  forces  in  India 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  measure,  and  that  the  officers^  of  the 
reduced  regiments  be  afforded  every  necessary  accommodation  in  their 
passage  to °  Europe  on  board  the  first  ships  that  may  be  dispatched 

from  India. 


28.  We  have  permitted  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dalrymple,  of  the  1st 
Battalion  of  His  Majesty’s  73rd  Regiment  of  Foot  now  serving  in  India, 
to  embark  on  the  Sicallow  at  his  own  expence. 

sq.  Upon  examination  of  Captain  Philip  Sharp  s  account  of  dis¬ 
bursements  for  the  ship  Prime  (copy  of  which  is  enclosed  for  your  infor¬ 
mation)  it  appeared  that  he  had  omitted  to  give  the  Company  credit  for 
£ko  advanced  him  by  Mr.  George  Huish,  the  Company’s  Agent  at 
Portsmouth,  the  3rd  of  March  last;  also  that  he  had  omitte  to  0ive 
the  Company  credit  for  £75  for  the  passage  of  five  writers,  at  lie j  rate 
of  £15  each,  and  that  he  had  charged  £21  for  his  expences  while  on 
shore  at  Portsmouth  which  cannot  be  allowed;  and  as  we  _  find  th  , 
agreeably  to  Captain  Sharp’s  own  account,  there  is  (exclusive  of  the 
abovementioned  sums)  a  balance  of  £18-6-6  due  from  him  to  t  e  0^P^ 
we  have  ordered  those  several  sums,  amounting  to  £143*6,  “  * > 
to  his  debit,  and  direct  that  you  demand  the  same  of  Captain  Sharp 
if  he  should  be  at  your  Presidency  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter. 
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30.  The  lascars  and  black  seamen  now  on  board  the  Szuallow,  who 
came  from  Bengal  on  that  ship,  have  been  advanced  three  months’  wages 
by  way  of  impress  The  remainder  of  wages  due  to  those  persons  from 
the  13th  April  1783,  after  deducting  the  expences  the  Company  have 
been  put  to  for  their  maintenance  in  England,  must  be  paid  on  their 
arrival  in  India. 


31.  Mr.  Herredes,  who  returns  as  surgeon  of  that  ship,  at  the  wa^es 
of  Rs.  100  per  month,  has  been  paid  from  the  said  13th  April  to  the  8th 
instant  including  two  months  for  impress. 


32.  We  have  put  on  board  the  Swallow  Salvadore  and  Joachim,  two 
black  seamen,  who  came  to  England  on  the  Fox  brig,  and  answer  the 
description  of  the  slaves  who  ran  from  their  masters  at  Macao  and  for 
whom  the  supracargos  paid  their  full  value;  and  we  direct  that,  on  their 
arrival  in  India,  they  be  forwarded  to  Canton  in  order  to  their  being 
returned  to  their  masters,  that  the  supracargos  may  be  reimbursed  the 
sums  they  have  paid  on  their  account.  Their  wages  have  been  paid  to 
the  8th  instant,  and  they  are  to  receive  the  remainder  that  may  be  due 
to  them  on  their  discharge  from  the  ship  in  India. 

33.  An  account  of  the  wages  and  impress,  paid  to  the  above  persons, 
will  be  transmitted  in  the  packet. 


34.  You  will  receive  in  the  packets  by  the  Eurydice  and  Swalloxi’, 
complete  lists  of  the  cadets  appointed  for  the  infantry  and  artillery 
corps  in  Bengal,  in  the  season  1782,  with  their  order  of  rank. 


35.  Since  writing  the  26th  and  27th  paragraphs  we  have  received 
a  letter  from  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  North,  one  of  His  Majesty’s 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  acquainting  us,  that  His  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  consent  that  such  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men 
of  the  four  additional  companies,  and  of  the  four  youngest  regiments 
serving  in  India,  intended  to  be  brought  to  Europe,  as  are  willing  to 
enter,  as  voluntary,  into  the  other  regiments  that  are  to  remain  in  India 
shall  be  permitted  so  to  do,  but  that  their  stay  or  their  return  shall 
entirely  depend  upon  themselves;  and  that  the  officers  belonging  to  the 
said  regiments  shall  forthwith  be  brought  home  in  order  that  they  may 
be  reduced.  His  Lordship  likewise  informs  us  that  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions  to  the  officer  commanding  the  King’s  forces  in  India,  for  fulfilling 
His  Majesty  s  gracious  intentions  with  regard  to  those  regiments,  shall 
mime  lateiy  be  prepared  and  transmitted  to  us,  that  they  may  be  for- 

m  thu>  E1urydice  frigaLe  now  under  dispatch  for  India.  Copies 

^  j  N°rtu  S  lettfr’  and  of  the  instructions  mentioned  therein,  will  be 
enclosed  m  the  packet. 

m  .f'  ,W®  have’  s11.nce. the  receipt  of  the  above  letter  from  Lord  North, 
ade  a  further  application  to  His  Lordship  for  His  Majesty’s  permission 
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for  the  said  men  to  have  their  option  of  entering  into  the  Company’s 
service,  which  we  are  in  great  hopes  will  be  complied  with.  ^ 


London, 

the  10th  September  1783. 

Company’s  General  Letter 

No.  t.  Via 
Re<e-Ived  12th  Match. 


We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 
Henry  Fletcher  /  Nathl.  Smith  1 
Lau.  Sulivan  /  Thos.  Cheap  /  W. 
Devaynes  /  Thos.  Parry  /  George 
Talem  j  Samuel  Smith  junior  j  Jno. 
Townson  /  Joseph  Sparkes  /  John 
Smith  /  Jacob  Bosanquet  /  John 
Roberts  j  Jacob  Wilkinson  /  Stephen 
Lushington /Ohas.  Boddam. 

to  Bengal,  per  Swallow  packet. 

Fort  St.  George. 

Orders  issued  22nd  March. 


ENCLOSURE  1 
( Vide  paragraph  2) 

Wm.  Habberley  junr,  son  of  William  Habberley  of  Aberdeen,  John 
Hynes,  son  of  Daniel  Hynes  at  Limerick,  Francisco  Dallos  of  Genoa  and 
Francesco  Bianco  of  Venice,  all  seamen  on  board  the  Grosvenor ,  Captain 
John  Coxon,  on  a  voyage  from  Bengal  and  Trincomalee  for  England,  ship¬ 
wrecked  in  said  vessel,  the  4th  August  [ . ],  at  Nambona,  on  die  African 

coast,  in  the  latitude  of  27°  -8.  The  crew  and  passengers,  making 
up  169  in  all,  of  which  16  were  drowned  and  153  got  safe  on  shore,  of 
which  the  captain,  Mr.  Newman,  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hosier  and  their  child,  and  Mr.  Logie,  chief  mate,  and  his  wife  from 
Bengal,  Colonel  James  and  his  lady,  and  Captain  Adair  of  the  Company’s 
troops  from  Madras,  Captain  Talbot,  late  of  the  Worcester  man  of  war, 
and  six  English  white  children,  and  French  Colonel  L’Espigny  and  their 
ensign  Monsr.  Oliver  and  their  servant,  a  Frenchman,  and  black 
women.  And  among  those  lost  were  Messrs.  Wm.  Welborn  and  John 
Beechenoe,  midshipmen,  Simon  Griffiths,  boatswain’s  mate,  John  Woodward 
quarter  master,  Thomas  Gentles,  joiner;  Valentine  Byers,  baker,  Christo¬ 
pher  [ . ]  (a  German)  and  the  rest  all  seamen.  And  remained  in  the  open 

air  on  the  place  of  shipwreck  for  three  days,  when  finding  the  natives  so 
inhospitable  that  they  would  not  afford  us  any  relief  or  assistance,  and 
the  ship  being  gone  quite  to  pieces  that  we  could  expect  none  from 
thence,  the  captain  and  all  the  sufferers  resolved  on  travelling  towards 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  but  were  constantly  pursued  by  the  Caffres  and 
violently  attacked  by  them,  till  after  seven  days,  the  small  stock  of 
provisions  we  had  picked  up  from  the  wreck  being  expended,  about  45 
of  us  were  forced  to  make  the  best  of  our  way  from  the  rest,  till  the  10th 
November  following,  when  John  Hyndes  and  Fra.  Dallos,  John  Warrington, 
boatswain’s  mate,  Barnard  Lary,  Jeremiah  Evans  and  Robert  Price,  the 
captain’s  bov,  arrived  at  Swart-Coops  river  among  the  Dutch  farmers. 
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where  they  met  a  very  friendly  reception.  And  on  the  14th  January 
following,  Wm.  Habberley  and  Francesco  Bianco  and  Thomas  Lewis 
arrived  at  the  same  place,  being  about  300  English  miles  from  the  Cape. 
And  Jeremiah  Evans  went  back  to  Cromme  river,  by  the  Governor’s  leave, 
to  settle  as  farmer  there.  All  the  rest,  except  ourselves,  have  been  landed 
in  England  by  Danish  East  Indiamen  which  are  returned  from  the  Cape. 
And  two  black  women  servants  and  seven  lascars,  who  had  escaped  alive, 
were  detained  at  Zevollendam  by  the  Governor’s  orders  from  the  Cape, 
which  are  all  the  sufferers  we  could  learn  having  escaped.  Francisco 
Dallas  [ . ]  did  not  return  from  Swart-Coop,  but  from  Zevollendam 


the  14th  December  ultimo,  not  having  been  strong  enough  to  undertake 
the  journey  sooner.  But  in  the  meanwhile  several  parties  of  the  Dutch, 
with  horses  and  waggons,  had  been  sent  off  towards  assistant  e  to  the 
wreck,  by  order  of  the  Governor  at  the  Cape,  who,  we  understood, 
encountered  so  many  difficultys  that  they  could  not  penetrate  farther  than 
within  three  days’  journey  of  the  shipwreck,  and  only  succeeded  in  finding 
twelve  of  the  aforementioned  people  among  the  Caffres,  whom  they  alt 
conducted  to  the  Cape,  and  treated  with  great  humanity.  From  the  wreck 
to  Swart-Coop,  above  50  large  and  small  rivers,  and  all  salt,  of  which 
capital  ones — 1st  Ambasi  [Zambezi],  2nd  Morte  river,  3rd  Keisik  Kamak, 
4th  Fish  river,  5th  Boots  Man’s  river,  6th  Sontag’s  river;  and  only  saw 
detached  huts  in  their  travelling  which  was  always  along  the  beach,  and 
their  food  herbs,  dead  whales,  oisters  and  muscles  and  a  few  fresh  fish, 
and  dug  holes  in  the  sand  for  fresh  water.  The  black  women  and  the 
lascars,  having  been  among  the  latest  partys,  said  that  they  could  not 
tell  exactly  what  became  of  them,  but  that  they  had  seen  many 
corps  [corpses]  daily,  and  some  of  the  captain’s  cloaths  on  the  Caffres  by 
which  they  apprehended  he  had  been  killed,  or  died  of  hunger,  which 
rhey  judged  to  have  been  the  fate  of  all  the  rest.  Five  or  six  days  after 
passing  Keisik  Kamak  river,  when  Mr.  Habberley  and  Messrs.  Williams 
and  Taylor  were  together,  several  black  men,  women  and  children  came 
down  upon  them  and  threw  Mr.  Williams  into  the  river  and  killed  him 
mth  stones,  seemingly  exasperated  at  not  finding  any  thing  to  plunder 

?nm  Jw  tW°  daYs  after  Mr-  T aYlor  died  of  his  wounds  and  fatigues. 

w  ich  aforementioned,  to  the  best  of  our  remembrance,  wc  aver  to 
be  truth,  as  true  as  God  shah  help  us  and  his  holy  Word,  and  in  witness 

hereunto  set  our  hands  at  Elsingoer  [Elsineur]  this  19th 


Wiiiim, 


naoDeney/jonn  Hynes/Francesco 
Losco/Francesco  Bianco  (his  mark). 

were  maL  KCf  ^  t0  ™h°?  U  may  concern*  that  the  above  depositions 

S  0Slb1°ri  me<  m  ™e.  usual  manner  given  under  my  hand  and 
seal  of  office  at  Elsingoer  [Elsineur],  date  as  above  etc., 

N.  Fenwick, 

His  Britannic  Majesty’s  Consul  General 

in  Denmark. 

xt  •  Copy 

Mr.  Fenwickf  Consul  ^  GrQsvenor  received  from 


No.  8. 
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exceeds  the  cost  of  silk  imported  from  Italy.  And  as  we  deem  it  highly 
expedient  to  ascertain  the  causes  which  have  occasioned  such  comparative 
difference  of  price  in  an  article  which  constitutes  so  considerable  a  part  of 
our  imports  from  Bengal,  we  direct  that  the  subject  be  forthwith  investi¬ 
gated  with  the  greatest  accuracy  and  precision  and  that  you  report  to  us 
the  result  of  such  investigation  with  all  possible  expedition.  And  in  such 
report  we  direct  that  you  state  particularly  the  prices  originally  paid  to 
the  natives  for  the  cocoons  and  who  are  the  first  purchasers  thereof.  And 
we  further  direct  that  an  exact  and  circumstantial  account  of  all  charges 
attending  the  winding  of  the  silk  be  prepared  and  transmitted  to  us  with 
your  report  beforementioned. 

13.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  John  Udney  Esqr.,  His  Majesty’s 
Consul  at  Leghorn,  advising  that  Mr.  D.  Talamas  had  delivered  to  him  a 
packet  from  you  directed  to  Robert  Gregory  Esqr.,  containing  dispatches 
for  the  Company  which  he  had  forwarded  to  that  gentleman;  but  as  this 
is  a  deviation  from  the  customary  channel  of  communication  we  hereby 
forbid  like  being  done  in  future  and  direct  that  all  our  packets  and  advices 
be  addressed  either  to  the  Court  of  Directors  or  the  Secret  Committee  and 
under  cover  to  our  Secretary. 

14.  By  the  ship  Surprize ,  which  arrived  at  Limerick  the  121I1  instant, 
we  received  the  following  advices  from  your  Presidency,  viz., 

General  Letters  dated  the  5th  and  16th  April  1783. 

Separate  Letter  dated  the  5th  April  1783. 

Secret  Letters  dated  the  5th  and  7th  April  1783. 

Revenue  Letter  dated  the  4th  April  1783. 

Law  Letter  dated  the  4th  April  1783. 

Letter  from  the  Governor  General  soth  March. 

Letters  from  the  Board  of  Trade  1st  and  4th  April. 

15.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  George  Watson,  to  proceed  to. your 
Presidency,  to  practise  as  a  barrister  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  judicature. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Nathl.  Smith  /  Lau.  Sulivan  / 
Joseph  Sparkes/Jno.  Michie/George 
Tatem  [  Thos.  Parry  /  John  Smith  / 
Chas.  Boddam/  Samuel  Smith  junr./ 
W,  Devaynes  /  Thos.  Cheap  /  John 
London,  Roberts  j  W.  Bensley  /  Jacob  Bosan- 

the  24th  September  1783.  quet/R.  Hall/Jno.  Townsou. 

Company  s  General  Letter  to  Bengal  per  Swallow  packet. 

Via  Fort  St.  George.  No.  24. 

Received  13th  March. 

Read  12th  March. 

Orders  issued  22nd  March. 
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LETTER  DATED  24  SEPTEMBER  1783 

Treaty  with  France— mutual  restoration  of  conquered  territories — 
the  French  permitted  to  dig  ditch  round  Chandernagore  for  drainage- 
preliminary  articles  of  peace  with  Holland. 


QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal 

1.  We  wrote  to  you  on  the  6th  of  March  last  by  the  Crocodile  frigate 
and  overland  by  Major  Geils.  The  orders  and  instructions  in  that  letter, 
relative  to  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  were  in  general  so  full  and  explicit  that  we  have  only  to  enclose 
you  a  copy  thereof  and  to  draw  your  particular  attention  thereto. 

2.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  on  the  3rd  instant  the 
definitive  treaties  with  France  and  Spain  were  signed  at  Versailles  by  the 
Duke  of  Manchester,  His  Majesty’s  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary,  and  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  of  the  said  Courts. 
And  we  now  enclose  you  copies  thereof,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  East 
Indies,  for  your  information  and  guidance. 

3.  You  will  observe  by  the  19th  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  with 
France,  “  that  all  the  countries  and  territories  which  shall  have  been,  or 
may  be,  conquered  in  any  part  of  the  world  whatsoever,  by  the  arms  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  as  well  as  by  those  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty, 
which  are  not  comprehended  in  Jhe  present  treaty,  neither  under  the 
title  of  cessions  or  under  the  title  of  restitutions,,  shall  be  restored  without 
difficulty,  and  without  exacting  a  compensation.” 

4.  This  article  is  intended  to  provide  for  the  restitution  of  conquests 
which  may  have  been  made  by  either  party  during  the  present  war,  and 
not  expressly  ceded  in  the  other  articles. 

5.  As  therefore  the  capture  of  Trincomalay,  by  the  French,  was  not 
known  in  Europe  at  the  time  of  signing  the  preliminary  articles,  and  as 
it  comes  precisely  under  the  description  in  the  beforementioned.  article, 
it  must  therefore  be  surrendered  to  you;  and  you  must  be  cautious  not 
to  yield  possession  to  France  of  any  of  the  places  stipulated  by  the  treaty 
until  matters  shall  be  so  arranged  as  that  the  restoration  of  Trincomalay 
may  take  place  at  the  same  time  you  make  the  cessions  to  France.  And  we 
cannot  too  strongly  recommend  your  attention  to  this  injunction. 

6.  You  will  observe  the  difference  between  the  16th  article  of  the 
preliminaries  and  the  16th  article  of  the  definitive  treaty.  In  tie 

the  difficulty  which  occurred  as  to  what  might  be  deemed  ancient  posses¬ 
sions  of  allies  is  removed  by  an  express  adoption  o  t  e  peno  o  7T 
as  an  explanatory  of  the  indefinite  term  ancient,  and  all  other  ambigui  1 
are  removed  by  a  reference  to  the  orders  already  sent  to  n  1a. 
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7.  Though  the  instructions  from  the  French  Court  to  their  com¬ 
manders  in  India  are  not  so  explicit  as  those  we  sent,  yet  as  oui  orders 
were  communicated  to  the  ministers  of  France  and  forwarded  with  their 
concurrence  we  consider  this  article  in  the  definitive  treaty  as  adopting 
those  orders.  You  will  therefore  strictly  attend  to  our  former  instructions 
of  the  6th  of  March  last,  and  consider  these  as  conveying  the  intention  of 
both  the  contracting  parties. 

8.  We  must  call  your  attention  to  what  we  have  already  wiitten, 
in  consequence  of  the  stipulation  in  the  13th  article  of  the  preliminaries, 
that  the  French  shall  have  liberty  to  surround  Chandernagore  with  a 
ditch  for  draining  the  waters.  This  matter  has  been  now  explained  in  a 
declaration  signed  by  the  Duke  of  Manchester  and  a  counter  declaration 
signed  by  the  Compte  de  Vergennes,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed.  Wc 
therefore  hope  that  no  future  disputes  will  arise  upon  this  subject  between 
the  two  nations. 

9.  A  provision  is  made  by  the  51st  article  of  the  treaty,  for  reimburs¬ 
ing  the  sums  which  shall  have  been  advanced  for  the  subsistence  and 
maintenance  of  the  prisoners  of  either  nation.  To  enable  us  therefore 
to  make  our  demands  on  the  Court  of  France  for  the  maintenance  of 
prisoners  during  the  late  war,  in  as  clear  and  unquestionable  a  manner 
as  possible,  we  direct  that  you  transmit  to  us,  by  an  early  conveyance, 
the  necessary  receipts  and  attested  accounts  and  other  authentic  titles 
relative  to  this  head.  And  we  wish  it  may  be  done  in  so  complete  and 
satisfactory  a  manner  as  that  there  may  be  no  occasion  for  us  to  apply 
to  you  for  explanations  or  elucidations.  The  revival  of  a  demand  which 
has  been  erroneously  stated  serves  only  to  weaken  the  justice  of  it.  and 
is  too  apt  to  be  considered  as  making  a  dormant  claim.  The  difficulty  of 
procuring  an  adjustment  of  such  accounts  is  in  general  insurmountable. 
For  these  reasons  we  enjoin  you  to  be  extremely  careful  in  procuring  the 
accounts  and  vouchers  we  have  here  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  us. 

10.  You  will  observe  by  the  20th  article  that  the  mutual  restorations 
of  places  taken  and  cessions  to  be  made  are  to  take  place  in  six  months 
after  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty,  or  sooner  if  it  can  be  done, 
which  ratification  was  mutually  exchanged  at  Versailles  on  the  19th  instant. 

11.  You  are  now  to  consider  the  peace  with  France  as  complete  and 
final  and  must  proceed  to  carry  the  same  into  execution  according  to  the 
terms  thereof,  and  agreeably  to  the  orders  and  instructions  contained  in 
this  and  our  beforementioned  letter  of  the  6th  March  last. 

.  1S~  We  have  the  further  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you  that  the  preli¬ 
minary  articles  between  His  Majesty  and  the  States  General  were  signed  at 
Paris  on  the  2nd  instant,  of  which  we  enclose  you  a  copy  so  far  as  they 
relate  to  the  East  Indies. 

13.  By  the  4th  article  you  will  observe  that  Negapatam  and  its 
dependencies  are  to  be  ceded  to  the  English. 
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14.  The  r7th  article  of  the  preliminaries  uith  Holland  stipulates  for 
the  restoration  of  Trincomalay  and  every  other  place  taken  from  the 
Dutch  in  the  course  of  the  present  wav. 

15.  By  the  6th  article  the  States  General  engage  not  to  obstruct  the 
navigation  of  British  subjects  in  the  Eastern  seas. 

1 6.  The  9th  article,  by  which  it  is  agreed  that  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  shall  cause  Trincomalay  to  be  evacuated,  shews  the  absolute  neces¬ 
sity  of  our  pointed  directions  on  this  head  in  a  preceding  paragraph. 

17.  But  as  by  the  9th  article  of  the  preliminaries  with  the  Dutch  the 
mutual  restitutions  to  be  made  on  both  sides  in  the  East  Indies  are  not  to 
take  place  until  six  months  after  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty, 
we  shall  reset  ve  such  further  orders  as  we  mat  see  occasion  to  give  upon 
this  subject  until  we  shall  advise  you  of  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  which 
we  hope  to  be  able  to  do  in  a  very  short  time. 

18.  We  have  made  this  letter  circular  but  as  our  Presidency  of  Fort 
Marlborough  were  not  acquainted  with  the  directions  in  our  letter  of  the 
6th  March  last,  which  have  a  reference  to  the  present  instructions,  wc 
have  enclosed  them  a  copy  thereof  for  their  information. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Henry  Fletcher/ Nathl.  Smith /Lau. 
Sulivan/John  Roberts/Thos.  Cheap/ 
W.  Devaynes/Thos.  Parry/Samuel 
Smith  junior /Jno.  Michie/Jn.  Town- 
son  / John  Smith / Jacob  Bosanquet / 
London,  Jac.  Wilkinson /Step.  Lushington/ 

the  24th  September  1783.  Chas.  Boddam. 

Company’s  Separate  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No.  1. 

Received  from  the  Sivallow  packet  12th  March  1784. 

Read  in  Council  18th  March  1784. 
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Ratification  of  pieliminary  ai  tides  of  peace  with  Holland . 
Gentlemen, 

The  Court  of  Directors  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Right  Hon  ble 
Lord  North,  one  of  His  Majesty’s  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  dated 
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the  10th  of  October,  acquainting  them  that  the  preliminary  articles  of 
peace  between  His  Majesty  and  the  States  General  ol  the  United  Provinces 
having  been  signed  at  Paris  on  the  2nd  day  of  September,  the  ratifications 
of  which  were  exchanged  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  His  Majesty  and  those 
of  the  said  States  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  and  enclosing  a  printed 
copy  of  the  said  preliminary  articles,  also  duplicates  of  His  Majesty’s 
orders  to  the  commanders  of  the  forces  by  sea  and  land  in  the  East  Indies, 
directing  them  to  restore  any  places  which  may  be  in  their  possession 
agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  said  preliminaries,  which  orders  are  trans¬ 
mitted  in  the  ship  Pomborne’s  packet  to  Fort  St.  George.  Copies  whereof 
and  of  Lord  North’s  letter  with  the  enclosures  arc  sent  for  your 
observance. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 
Gentlemen, 


East  India  House  London, 
the  20th  November  1783. 


Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Thos.  Morton, 
Secretary. 


The  Honourable  the  Governor  General  and  Council  at.  Fort  William 
in  Bengal. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary. 
No.  25. 


ENCLOSURE  1 


Whitehall,  10th  October  1783. 


Gentlemen, 

The  preliminary  articles  of  peace  between  His  Majesty  and  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Provinces  having  been  signed  at  Paris  on  the  2nd 

"LI-  ?16111,  /;.  ^ ratlfications  of  which  were  exchanged  by  the  pleni- 
p  lanes  o  His  Majesty  and  those  of  the  said  States  on  the  29th  of 

,  m.ontj’  Hls  Majesty  has  commanded  me  to  transmit  to  you  the 

°*f-  Pyye  coPY  °f  the  said  preliminary  articles,  in  order  that  you 
n  ?  6  ,necef a7  instructions  to  your  officers  in  the  East  Indies 

to  von' IT11 1  KlpU  atl?ns  therein  con'tained;  and  I  further  transmit 

K  duP,ll<:at€j  of  Hls  Majesty’s  orders  to  the  commanders  of 
SCa  and.lan,d.m  those  parts,  directing  them  to  restore  any 

Drelimtnarv  mm  6  Possessi°n  agreably  to  the  terms  of  the  said 

preliminary  articles;  which  orders  you  will  be  pleased  to  forward  to  the 
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East  Indies  by  the  first  ship  that  may  proceed  thither,  and  you  will,  at 
the  same  time,  instruct  your  servants  to  co-operate  with  the  King’s  officers 
in  carrying  into  execution  the  several  stipulations  therein  contained. 

I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  sen  ant, 

North. 

Directors  of  the  East  India  Company. 

Copy: 

Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  North  to  the  Court  of 
Directors. 

No.  26. 


EXCLOSURE  2 


George  R. 

Trusty  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well. 

Whereas  preliminary  articles  of  peace  was  [were]  signed  at  Paris  on 
the  second  day  of  September  last  by  our  plenipotentiary  and  those  of  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  the  ratifications  of  which  were 
exchanged  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month.  And  whereas  it  is  stipulated 
by  the  fifth  article  of  the  said  preliminary  articles  “  that  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  shall  restore  'to  the  said  States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces,  Trinquimale,  as  also  all  the  other  towns,  forts,  harbours  and 
settlements,  which,  in  the  course  of  the  present  war,  have  been  conquered 
in  any  part  of  the  world  whatsoever  by  the  arms  of  His  Britannick  Majesty 
or  by  those  of  the  English  East  India  Company,  and  of  which  he  might 
be  in  possession,  the  whole  in  the  condition  in  which  they  shall  be  found”. 
And  it  being  further  stipulated  by  the  ninth  article  of  the  said  preliminary 
articles,  “that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  shall  cause  Trinquimale  to  be 
evacuated  as  well  as  all  the  towns,  forts  and  territories  which  have  been 
taken  by  his  arms  and  of  which  he  may  be  in  possession  excepting  what 
is  ceded  to  His  Britannick  Majesty  by  the  said  articles,  at  the  same  periods 
as  the  restitutions  and  evacuations  shall  be  made  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  that  the  States  General  shall  restore  at  the  same  period 
the  towns  and  territories  which  their  arms  may  have  taken  from  the 
English  in  the  East  Indies  Our  will  and  pleasure  therefore  is  that  you 
do,  pursuant  to  the  stipulations  above  recited,  deliver  or  cause  to  be 
delivered  to  such  commissary  or  commissaries  as  shall  be  named  and 
authorized  on  the  part  of  the  said  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces 
to  receive  the  same  Trinquimale  and  such  other  towns,  forts,  harbours 
and  settlements  in  the  East  Indies  which  are  by  the  said  preliminary 
articles  to  be  restored  to  the  said  States.  And  for  so  doing  this  shall  be 
your  warrant  given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James’s  the  tenth  day  of  October 
1783,  in  the  twenty  third  year  of  our  reign. 

By  His  Majesty’s  command. 

North. 
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To  our  trust)  and  well  beloved  Sir  Edwai'd  Hughes,  Knight  of  the 
Bath,  and  Sir  Hvde  Parker  Baronet,  Vice  Admirals  of  the  Blue,  or  in  their 
absence  to  the  Officer  Commanding  in  Chief  any  part  of  our  fleet  in  the 
East  Indies,  or  to  the  Commanding  Officer  in  any  islands  or  places  which 
may  have  been  taken  possession  of  by  our  arms. 


X.B.  The  same  sent  verbatim  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  K.  B.,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

Order  for  restitution  in  the  East  Indies 

Copy  of  His  Majesty’s  orders  to  the  Commanding  Officers  by  sea  and 
land  for  the  restitution  of  places  in  India. 

No.  28. 
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LETTER  DATED  23  DECEMBER  1783 

Bengal  lo  . supply  gunpowder  to  Mad) as  and  Fo)t  Marlborough — - 
surgical  instruments  to  be  sent  for  repairs  to  England — preservatwe  against 
msects  sent  by  way  of  trial. 

0UR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letters  to  you  were  dated  the  10th  and  24th  September, 
and  were  forwarded  by  the  Company's  ship  Swalloiv .  which  sailed  from 
Falmouth  the  7th  ultimo.  Transcripts  wore  also  sent  by  His  Majesty’s 
ship  Eurydice. 

2.  We  have  thought  proper  to  continue  for  this  season  ibe  prohibi¬ 
tion  of  sending  any  articles  cither  to  our  civil  and  military  servants  in 
India. 

3.  As  our  Presidencies  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Fort  Marlborough  may 
be  amply  supplied  with  gunpowder  of  a  very  good  quality  from  Bengal 
we  have  ordered  our  Presidents  and  Council  to  indent  to  jou  for  the 
quantity  they  want,  and  direct  that  you  comply  therewith. 

m 

4.  The  sealing  wax  made  in  Bengal  being  superior  to  thai  made  in 

Europe  we  have  declined  complying  with  your  indent  for  that  article. 

» 

5.  We  deem  it  unnecessary  to  send  masts  or  spars  to  any  of  our 
Presidencies  as  the  President  and  Council  of  Fort  Marlborough,  in  their 
letter  dated  the  19th  March  1783,  advised  us  that  masts  of  any  size  may  be 
procured  [at]  the  island  of  Sumatra.  You  are  therefore  to  indent  to  that 
Presidency  for  such  as  your  occasions  require. 
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6.  As  the  consumption  of  medicines  during  peace  must  be  consider¬ 
ably  less  than  in  time  of  war  we  have  thought  it  necessary,  after  leavino 
out  those  articles  in  your  indent  which  we  deemed  improper  to  comply 
with,  to  direct  that  about  two  thirds  of  the  remainder  be  sent,  and  we 
have  reduced  the  principal  instruments  and  utensils  in  the  same  propot - 
tion. 


7.  Having  determined  not  to  send  pocket  instruments  to  either  of 
our  Presidencies  you  will  give  directions  to  youi  surgeons  not  to  indent 
for  any  in  future. 

8.  By  our  letter  of  the  7th  April  1773,  you  will  observe  that  on 
account  of  ®the  great  expense  of  instruments  we  ordered  the  old  and 
especially  the  cutting  instruments  to  be  returned  for  repair,  to  which 
order  we  enjoin  strict  obedience,  and  direct  that  you  require  the  surgeons 
particularly  to  notice  at  the  foot  of  their  future  indents  for  instruments 
such  as  are  sent  for  that  purpose,  but  should  not  any  be  returned  the 
reason  must  be  assigned  in  the  indent. 

9.  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Henry  Phillips,  the  inventor  of  a  powder 
for  the  preservation  of  stores  from  insects,  we  have  purchased  one  hundred¬ 
weight  and  send  it  to  your  Presidency  on  the  ship  Hillsborough  by  way 
of  trial.  We  direct  that  it  he  used  agreeably  to  the  printed  instructions 
accompanying  the  same  and  its  utility  reported  to  us  by  the  first  oppor¬ 
tunity.  The  price  of  the  powder  is  £5-5  per  hundredweight. 

10.  Captain  Trotter  of  the  73rd  Regiment,  also  Lieutenant  Mason 
and  Ensigns  Carden  and  Fergusson  of  the  36th  Regiment,  have  our  leave 
to  proceed  to  India;  the  three  latter  are  provided  with  a  passage  at  the 
Company’s  expence  on  the  ship  Ponsbotne . 

11.  We  have  permitted  Major  Thomas  Adderley  to  return  to  his 
duty  at  your  Presidency  without  prejudice  to  his  rank. 

12.  We  have  appointed  Mr.  Thomas  Anburey  a  practitioner 
engineer  for  your  Presidency  with  the  rank  of  youngest  ensign  on  his 
arrival. 

13.  We  have  appointed  the  following  persons  cadets  for  the  corps  of 

artillery  at  your  Presidency,  on  the  list  of  last  year,  in  the  room  and  with 

the  rank  of  others  undermentioned  who  have  declined  proceeding,  viz., 

* 

James  Dodington  Sherwood  in  the  room  of  Benjamin  Johnson. 

Benjamin  Ralph  in  the  room  of  George  Stracey  Smyth. 

William  Murray  in  the  room  of  John  Thompson. 

14.  The  following  gentlemen  are  appointed  our  Council  of  Supra- 
cargo  at  Canton  for  managing  the  Company’s  affairs  in  China  this  season, 
viz.,  Messrs.  Willm.  Henry  Pigou,  Abraham  Roebuck,  Henry  Browne,  John 
Harrison,  George  Cuming,  Alexander  Bruce,  Charles  Edward  Pigou,  Henry 
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Lane,  David  Lance,  Thomas  Freeman,  Thomas  Kuyck  Van  Mierop, 
William  Fitzhugh,  Richard  Hall,  Samuel  Peach,  Hugh  Parkin. 

We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Nath.  Smith/W.  Devaynes/J.  Smith/ 
Lionel  Darell/Jn.  Townson/  Thos. 
Cheap /Thos.  Parry/ John  Roberts/ 
Chas.  Boddam/ Samuel  Smith  junior/ 
London,  Step.  Lushington/ W.  Be nsley/ George 

53rd  December  1783.  Tatem/John  Hunter. 

Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal.  * 

No.  1. 

_  T 

Received  the  4th  July  per  Berrington. 

Read  in  Council  on  the  5th  July. 
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LETTER  DATED  28  JANUARY  1784 

Maps  and  plans  for  Bengal — Hasting’s  views  regarding  Court’s 
resolutions  about  Chait  Singh  resented — Governor  General  and  Sir  Eyre 

Coote  commended  for  their  exertions  against  Haidar  and  the  French _ 

treaty  with  the  Marathas  not  entirely  satisfactory— reductions  in 
expenditure  urged — Bombay’s  bankruptcy — Arcot  Nau'ab  to  effect 

economy— House  of  Lords  reject  bill  to  revise  Company’s  constitution, — 
loss  of  the  Warren.  ' 

QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  We  wrote  to  you  under  date  the  23rd  ultimo  by  the  ship  Valentine , 
and  now  transmit  a  duplicate  of  our  said  letter  by  the  Surprize  packet. 

for  w.  IS?™?8  th°U?ht  ?r°Per  10  cal1  uP°n  Captain  Asquith  to  account 
tion  t  8  s  the  river  Shannon,  and  for  his  not  using  that  expedi- 

hl?  Veud  t0  yCtUm  t0  Ben§al  which  we  expected,  our 
of  their  reoon  ave  ,ta^€n  the  &ame  into  consideration.  Copies 

between  ~  P  o^’  t0Sether  with  the  correspondence  which  has  passed 

no S  reSe  ?rTy  m  Captain  on  ^  subject  and  other 

sPetde  the1  airo  t  *“*1  4X6  transmitted  in  order  that  you  may 

proper.  m  SUch  manner  as  may  appear  to  you  equitable  and 

Benl'l  ?LS1!1  #raSS  PnS  Which  were  Put  on  board  the  Valentine  at 

deck  of  L  Ln  aeT  meTd  bound’  are  mounted  on  the  quarter 
deck  of  that  ship  and  invoiced  to  be  returned  to  vour  Presidency  M 


Raja  Chait  Singh 


i 
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4.  We  send  on  board  the  ships  Hillsborough ,  Earl  Ma?isfield  ai 
Bemngton  150  books,  each  containing  a  collection  of  maps  and  plans  f 
the  use  of  our  servants  in  Bengal,  and  direct  that  they  be  charged  at  tl 
prices  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  the  snd  February  1781. 

5.  As  our  Presidency  of  Fort  Marlborough  will  stand  in  great  ne< 
of  supplies  it  is  our  positive  injunction  that  you  comply  with  their  imler 
in  the  fullest  manner  to  the  utmost  of  your  power. 

6.  Our  late  Chairman  Sir  Henry  Fletcher  Baronet  having  disqua 
fied  himself  we  have  chosen  Nathaniel  Smith  Esqr.  our  Chairman  ar 
William  Devaynes  Esqr.  our  Deputy  Chairman  for  the  remainder  of  t) 
present  year. 

s 

7.  We  must  not  suffer  the  Governor  General's  letter  relative  to  01 
resolutions  about  Cheyte  Sing  to  be  pissed  over  in  silence,  wearing  as 
does  the  appearance  of  animadversions  on  the  conduct  of  his  superioi 
not  to  be  justified  in  his  situation. 

8.  The  Court  of  Directors  have  not  only  an  undoubted  right,  b 
their  duty  calls  upon  them  to  condemn  any  measure  that  shall  appe 
of  a  dangerous  tendency.  The  conduct  towards  Cheyte  Singh  was  in  th< 
eye  liable  to  destroy  that  confidence  so  necessary  to  be  preserved  wi 
the  country  powers;  the  Court  therefore  hoped,  by  their  marked  d 
approbation,  to  prevent  any  steps  of  the  like  kind  in  future;  after  tl 
resistance  which  the  Rajah  has  made  no  countenance  could  be  consistent 
shown  him  nor  was  any  measure  for  his  restoration  ever  proposed.  B 
whilst  the  Governor  General  remains  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Cou 
of  Directors  he  is  bound  to  yield  to  their  decrees.  Therefore  as  his  lett 
addressing  them  with  such  unguarded  warmth  must  carry  with  it  t] 
appearance  of  tending  to  resist  those  whom  it  is  his  duty  to  obey  > 
consider  him,  in  that  respect,  to  have  been  very  blameable.  Howey 
we  turn  aside  from  this  disagreeable  subject  to  express  great  approbatk 
at  the  extraordinary  exertions  of  our  Governor  General  and  Council 
counteract  the  designs  of  our  numerous  enemies  and  to  furnish  su< 
large  assistance  and  supplies  for  the  Carnatick  in  its  wasted  and  desola 
condition.  It  is  to  the  abilities  of  our  Commander  in  Chief,  whose  lc 
we  severely  lament,  aided  by  your  vigilance  and  support,  we  owe  tl 
preservation  of  that  country,  as  the  powerful  irruptions  of  Hyder  ai 
the  hostile  measures  of  France  had  disabled  our  Governor  and  Count 
of  Fort  St.  George  from  defending  the  possessions  of  our  ally,  the  Na.bc 

of  Arcot. 

9.  We  could  have  wished  the  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Marattas1  h; 
been  less  humiliating,  but  we  are  truly  sensible  of  the  difficulties  ar 
embarrassments  you  had  to  encounter,  the  jarring  interests  that  prevaile 
above  all  the  situation  of  the  Carnatick  and  the  burthensome  expens 
which  combined  to  make  it  absolutely  necessary  to  come  to  terms 
accomodation  with  so  powerful  a  body  of  enemies  as  the  Marafcta  stat 
compose,  We  have  no  doubt  that  everv  attention  will  be  paid  to  preser 
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the  peace,  and  we  shall  enjoin  the  strictest  care  to  be  taken  by  the  other 
Presidencies  that  on  no  pretence  whatever  they  hazard  the  infringement 
of  it.  We  trust  that  the  peace  in  Europe,  which  has  so  well  secured  our 
rights,  will  restore  the  Carnatick  in  time  to  its  former  prosperity,  and 
confine  the  successor  of  Hyder  within  his  own  dominions. 

10.  Under  these  circumstances  we  rely  on  your  endeavours  to  lose 
no  time  in  effecting  every  salutary  reform  and  every  reduction  of  expense 
possible.  We  depend  on  your  care  and  attention  to  reduce  the  army  in 
Bengal  to  that  standard  of  troops  and  expense  that  amply  provided  for 
its  defence  for  the  space  of  ten  or  eleven  years.  Our  civil  expenses  will 
admit,  we  apprehend,  of  considerable  savings,  and  we  trust  the  charges  in 
collecting  the  revenues  will  allow  of  some  retrenchments. 

11.  Those  exorbitant  commissions  and  agencies"  which  have  been 
produced  by  the  war  must  now  be  at  an  end,  and  we  cannot  avoid  express¬ 
ing  our  disapproval  of  some  of  them  which,  we  conceive,  have  been 
carried  to  an  improvident,  not  to  say  an  alarming,  extent. 

15.  We  have  had  such  large  draughts  upon  us,  from  the  enormous 
expense  of  the  war,  that  we  must  require  you  in  the  most  serious  manner 
to  avoid  the  like  in  future,  and  to  afford  such  means  of  assistance  to 
Bombay,  Madras  and  China  as  shall  prevent  our  being  loaded  in  those 
respects  at  least  for  some  time  to  come. 


13.  Bombay  has  contracted  a  very  heavy  debt;  the  incapacity  of  that 
settlement  to  discharge  it,  or  even  provide  for  the  interest  thereon  without 
your  assistance,  makes  it  an  object  worthy  your  consideration,  whether 
the  transferring  that  debt  to  Bengal  and  engrafting  it  into  your  own 
bonded  debt  may  not  be  more  consistent  with  the  general  interest  than 
leaving  it  at  Bombay.  This  will  depend  very  much  upon  the  state  of 
lemittance  or  exchange  between  Bengal  and  the*  western  side  of  India. 
In  the  interim  we  expect  you  [to]  pay  every  attention  in  your  power  to 
provide  for  the  regular  payment  of  the  interest  which  not  only  the  credit 
of  the  Company  but  justice  to  those  individuals  who  trusted  us  with  their 
property  when  we  stood  in  need  of  assistance  requires  at  our  hands.  It 
is  our  intention  to  confine  the  establishment  of  Bombay  to  that  force 
alone  which  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  island,  the  harbour 
Salsette  and  the  castle  of  Surat;  all  other  factories  or  dependencies  we 
mean  to  restrict  to  mere  residencies,  confining  them  within  as  small  an 
expense  as  possible,  sufficient  only  for  the  protection  of  our  warehouses. 


that  y°u  use  y°ur  influence,  if  necessary,  to  prevail 
on  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  to  reduce  his  expences  all  he  can,  consistent  with 
his  dignity,  and  to  consider  that  justice  calls  upon  him,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  to  reimburse  the  Company  a  reasonable  portion  of  those  heavy 
charges  incurred  to  save  him  and  his  country  from  destruction. 


a**  Wh<?le  we  con^e  in  rely  on  your  experience, 
discernment  and  exertions  to  retrieve,  by  every  salutary  check  and 
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retrenchment,  those  distresses  which  the  fatal  consequences  of  the  com¬ 
plicated  wars  we  have  been  engaged  in  have  brought  on.  Effectual 
reforms  and  improvements  in  these  respects  will  afford  you  our  highest 
approbation. 

16.  A  bill  has  la  tel  v  been  under  the  discussion  of  Parliament,  bv 

•  * 

which,  had  the  same  passed  into  a  law,  the  constitution  of  the  Compam 
would  have  been  totally  changed,  and  they  divested  of  all  authority.  But 
we  are  happy  to  inform  you  that  though  this  bill  passed  the  House  ot 
Commons,  yet  the  House  of  Lords  thought  proper  to  reject  it.  It  is 
expected,  however,  that  another  bill  relative  to  India  will  be  brought 
forward  after  the  recess,  which  we  trust  will  be  far  less  exceptionable 
than  the  lormer,  ami  shall  less  affect  the  chartered  rights  ot  the  East 
India  Company. 

17.  In  the  51st  paragraph  of  our  letter  dated  the  2nd  February 

1781,  we  disapproved  the  encreased  allowance  of  2  500  rupees  per  month 
made  to  Sir  John  Day,  our  Advocate  General,  and  ordered  that  the  same 
be  discontinued  from  the  receipt  of  that  letter. 

1S.  We  have  taken  into  consideration  your  proceedings,  also  the 
letter  Sir  John  Day  addressed  you  on  this  subject,  and  vour  advices  of 
the  29th  December  1781  and  7th  December  1782;  but  for  the  reasons  signi¬ 
fied  in  our  abovemen tioned  letter  we  direct  that  you  require  Sir  John 
Day  to  refund  whatever  he  may  have  been  paid  be\ond  the  Company’s 
original  allowance  of  £3000  a  year  from  the  receipt  of  our  said  letter. 

19.  In  the  33rd  paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the  15th  January  last 
you  were  advised  of  our  transmitting  you  in  triplicate,  in  compliance 
with  an  Act  of  Parliament,  authenticated  copies  of  particulars  and  inven¬ 
tories  of  the  estates  and  effects  of  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold  Baronet  and 
Peter  Perring  Esqr.  In  obedience  to*another  act,  copy  whereof  is  trans¬ 
mitted  by  the  Surprize ,  we  send,  by  that  vessel,  authenticated  copies  of 
particulars  and  inventories  of  the  estates  and  effects  of  John  Whitehill 
Esqr.;  duplicate  and  triplicate  whereof  will  be  sent  by  the  ships  Hills - 
borough  and  Earl  Cornwallis ,  and  we  refer  you  to  the  directions  given 
in  the  abovementioned  letter  by  which  you  must  be  guided  as  in  the 
former  instance. 

20.  The  gentlemen  whom  we  last  season  appointed  writers  for  your 
Presidency  are  to  rank  in  the  following  order  viz.,  Gharles  Taylor, 
Christopher  Roberts,  John  Cheap,  Harry  Verelst  Darell,  Thomas  Godfrey 
Lushington,  Samuel  Davis,  John  Williams,  Stewart  Rose,  John  Ramsay, 
Thomas  Abraham,  George  Charles  Meyer,  Sir  Gharles  William  Blunt, 
Andrew  Gardiner,  Henry  Foster,  Neil  Benjamin  Edmonstone,  Robert  Ard, 
John  Routledge,  Joseph  Bourdieu,  Francis  Hawkins,  Alfred  Tufton,  John 
Fombelle,  George  Dowdeswell,  William  Towers  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Charles  Andiew  Bruce,  Alexander  Wright,  Francis  Smyth,  Charles  Law, 
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Thomas  Parr,  Richard  Waring,  Joseph  Yorke  Kinlock,  Humphrey  Ashlev 
Sturt,  Thomas  L.  N.  Sturt,  Jeremy  Sneyd,  Edmiston. 

21.  Mr.  John  Mee,  whom  we  appointed  a  writer  for  Bombay  last 
year,  is  removed  to  your  Presidency  in  the  room  of  and  with  the  rank 
assigned  Robert  Wilkinson,  whose  name  appears  on  the  list  of  1781. 

22.  We  have  permitted  Lieutenant  Peter  Combauld  to  return  to  our 
military  service  at  your  Presidency  without  prejudice  to  his  rank. 

23.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dugald  Campbell  and  Ensigns  James  White 
and  John  McRae  of  the  2nd  Battalion  of  the  42nd  Regiment  will  be 
provided  with  a  passage  to  India,  at  the  Company’s  expense,  on  hoard 
the  ship  Lord  Camden . 

24.  Mr.  Diego  Talamas  who  lately  arrived  overland  with  dispatches 
from  your  Presidency  has  been  provided  with  a  passage  thither,  at  the 
Company's  expense,  on  the  ship  Earl  Cornwallis. 

25.  John  Udney  Esqr.,  His  Majesty's  Consul  at  Leghorn,  having  in 
consequence  of  the  letter  of  credit  you  gave  Mr.  Talamas  advanced  him 
the  sum  of  £300,  and  drawn  upon  us  for  the  amount,  we  discharged  the 
same  and  allowed  Mr.  Talamas  two  hundred  and  fifty  guineas  for  his 
trouble;  and  we  direct  that  you  settle  his  accounts  on  his  arrival  in 
Bengal.  An  account  of  the  expenses  paid  for  his  maintenance  in  England 
is  transmitted  by  the  End  Cornwallis . 

26.  Messrs.  George  Hepburn,  Andrew  Mouatt,  Frederick  Augustus 
Prescote,  John  Forbes,  John  Clement  Cozens,  John  Philip  Gardiner, 
Stephen  Harris,  Thomas  Wright,  Alexander  Rutherford  Smith,  Andrew 
Wood,  Robert  Udney,  Richard  Woodmass  and  Thomas  Brown  have 
obtained  our  license  to  proceed  to  India  as  free  mariners;  and  Mr.  John 
Kidd  has  our  leave  to  return  thither  in  that  capacity. 

37.  .  We  have  also  permitted  Mr.  John  North  who  is  now  in  India 
to  remain  there  as  a  .free  mariner. 

28.  We  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  ship  Warren,  laden  at  Fort 
Marlborough  for  Europe,  was  lost  on  her  entrance  into  the  English 
Channel,  and  we  transmit,  for  your  information,  copy  of  a  narrative 
received  from  Captain  Richard  Parkes  respecting  that  unhappy  event. 

29.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Brassey  Halhed,  having  recovered  his  health,  has 
our  permission  to  return  to  Bengal  without  prejudice  to  his  rank;  and  as 
we  are  satisfied  that  this  gentleman  possesses  extraordinary  abilities  and 
is  entitled  for  his  past  services  to  some  mark  of  our  favour,  we  direct  that 
he  be  appointed  to  the  first  seat  in  the  Council  of  Revenue  at  Calcutta 
which  shall  become  vacant  after  his  arrival;  unless  before  such  vacancy 
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happens  it  should  be  found  necessary,  for  the  benefit  of  the  service,  10 
emplo\  his  talents  some  other  way. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 
Nathl.  Smith  /  Wm.  Devavnes  / 

1  4  1 

J.  Smith/  John  Roberts/  George 
Tatem/ Lionel  Darell/  Thos.  Parr\ , 
John  Hunter/W.*Bensley/Rd.  Hall/ 
London,  Thos.  Cheap /Step.  Lushington  /  Jacob 

the  28th  January  1784.  Bosanquet/ Joseph  Sparkes 

Company’s  General  Letter,  per  Mansfield . 

Received  the  16th  August. 

Orders  issued  the  23rd  August. 

4*  O 


EXCLOSURE 
( Vide  paragraph  28) 

[1]  We  left  St.  Helena  the  5  th  day  of  October  1783,  and  had  a 
very  favourable  passage  until  the  29th  of  November  when  we  were  in 
the  latitude  of  490  North  and  longitude  180  30m  West.  On  the  30th  at 
night  by  the  log  it  came  on  to  blow  and  we  were  under  the  main  sail 
and  foresail  all  night.  At  2  in  the  morning,  Sunday,  it  became  moderate 
and  by  5  it  was  almost  calm,  but  the  sea  ran  high.  At  \  past  5  the  ship 
gave  a  sudden  and  deep  scend  aft,  and  received  so  violent  a  shock  that 
I  thought  the  whole  stern  frame  had  been  knocked  in.  At  the  same  time 
bowsprit  and  foremast  went  away,  the  former  just  without  the  gammon¬ 
ing  and  the  foremast  close  to  the  upper  deck.  The  foremast  fell  aft,  all 
within  board,  and  stove  one  of  our  boats  and  most  of  the  beams  of  the 
upper  deck.  The  fall  of  the  fore  topmast  broke  the  main  top  sail  \ard 
and  [main]  \ard,  and  soon  after,  by  the  roll  of  the  ship,  the  main  top¬ 
mast  went  away  and  brought  down  with  it  the  most  of  the  top  cross-trees 
and  trussel- trees,  and  also  broke  the  fore  topmast.  We  did  not  perceive 
the  ship  made  any  more  water  than  usual,  pumping  once  in  two  or  four 
hours.  It  took  us  three  days  to  clear  ourselves  of  the  wreck.  On  Mondav 
we  spoke  the  Fly  brig,  from  Newfoundland,  George  White  master;  he 
stayed  by  us  all  night  and  in  the  morning,  Tuesday,  the  sea  running 
too  high  to  venture  out  his  boat,  took  leave  of  us.  This  day  we  got  the 
cross  jack  yard  for  a  main  yard,  and  a  fore  topsail  bent  to  it  and  reeft, 
also  a  mizen  for  a  main  stay  sail,  and  under  this  sail  we  went  3  or  4 
knotts.  We  also  threw  over  board  all  the  guns  abaft  the  main  mast  and 
about  200  bags  of  the  Hon’ble  Company’s  pepper  to  ease  the  ship  by  the 
stem.  Spoke  a  French  snow  from  the  West  Indies.  On  Wednesday, 
while  the  people  were  at  dinner,  the  wind  shifted  suddenly  six  points  and 
before  we  could  get  the  yard  down  the  sail  blew  to  pieces. 
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M  This  night  Wednesday  Thursday  by  the  log,  made  a  main  sail 
out  of  a  new  foresail.  We  found  the  ship  to  make  more  water  and  in  the 
morning  had  four  feet  above  the  kelson,  the  pumps  going  all  da\ . 
by  night  we  had  reduced  it  to  %  feet  8  inches.  This  day  we  got  one  half 
of  the  main  yard  forward  and  secured  for  a  bowsprit.  At  about  8  this 
ni«ht,  Friday  by  the  log,  it  came  on  to  blow  violently  hard  from  the 
North  and  the  ship,  on  the  first  of  it,  received  several  horrid  shocks  so 
as  to  make  us  fear  she  would  instantly  go  to  pieces;  and  I  was  of  opinion, 
from  the  resistance  that  the  ship  made,  that  she  was  then  water  logged, 
although  the  report  made  to  me  but  just  before  was  only  2.8;  in  less  than 
an  hour  we  had  six  feet  water  above  the  kelson.  All  hands  to  the  pumps 
the  whole  night  and  at  daylight  we  found  the  ship  had  gained  upon  us 
very  considerably.  Two  of  our  pumps  out  of  four  were  choaked  b> 
the  pepper.  At  about  8  on  Friday  morning  we  saw  a  sail  and  nearly 
at  the  same  time  our  rudder  went  away  from  the  tellerhead.  We  had  on 
first  seeing  the  sail  made  the  usual  signal  of  distress,  but  our  situation 
being  now  truly  deplorable,  our  only  remaining  boat  having  been  stove 
in  the  night,  we  continued  firing  guns  until  the  ship  came  to  our  assist¬ 
ance  when  she  proved  to  be  the  Duke  of  Rich?nond  transport,  Richd. 
Davis  commander,  from  New  York  with  Hessian  troops.  We  had  now 
nine  feet  water  above  the  kelson  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  every  one  on 
board  we  had  nothing  left  to  save  our  lives  but  quitting  our  ships  and 
taking  refuge  in  the  Richmond ;  by  nine  at  night,  with  the  Richmond's 
boats,  every  soul  was  saved  to  the  number  of  119  with  some  of  our  cloaths; 
the  pumps  were  kept  going  as  long  as  there  were  hands  Lo  work  them, 
and  when  the  carpenter  left  the  ship  he  reported  to  me  eleven  feet  above 
the  kelson. 

[3]  I  got  on  board  the  Richmond  about  9  o’clock,  and  endeavoured 
to  persuade  the  captain  to  stay  by  the  wreck  all  night,  but  as  she  had 
now  near  700  men  on  board  and  fearing  it  would  come  on  to  blow, 
thinking  also  he  could  be  of  .no  further  use,  he  made  the  best  of  his 
wav  on. 

4 

[4]  The  weather  all  this  day  proved  very  favorable,  more  so  than  it 
had  done  for  some  time  past,  and  I  was  in  hopes,  after  all  our  lives  were 
saved,  the  same  weather  would  have  continued  a  little  longer  and  we 
might  have  had  a  trip  with  the  boats  for  the  Company’s  packets;  but  the 
weather  threatening  prevented  it.  We  had  the  packets  ready  and  would 
have  saved  them  if  possible  but  they  were  too  large  and  heavy  to  throw 
into  the  boats  and  we  saved  but  very  little  any  other  way,  the  people  in 
the  boats  fearing  to  come  near  the  ship  least  she  should  go  down  and 
carry  them  with  her. 

[5]  We  were  this  day  in  the  latitude  of  49 0  20m  and  longitude,  by 
account,  130  00  West,  Friday  51th  December  1783. 

[6]  We  continued  on  board  the  Richmond  until  the  25th  when  we 
cast  anchor  in  the  Downes;  a  small  boat  came  off  but  the  weather  looking 
bad  I  agreed  with  the  man  to  go  ashore  and  bring  off  a  boat  for  myself 
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and  officers,  but  it  blowing  hard  he  did  not  come  off  until  this  morning 
when  she  took  us  on  shore,  for  which  I  paid  him  fi\c  guineas  by 
agreement. 

December  56th  1783.  R.  Paihcs,  commander. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Parkes,  late  commander  of  the 

Warren 9  respecting  the  loss  of  that  ship. 

No.  15. 


28 

LETTER  DATED  16  MARCH  1784 

Goods  sent  out — punishment  for  aiding  foreign  companies — British 
subjects  to  reside  within  ten  miles  of  a  settlement — orders  relating  to 
appointment  of  surgeons — Governor  General  to  submit  particulars  of 
the  presents  received  by  him . 

O  UR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  We  wrote  to  you  under  date  the  28th  January  last  by  the  ship 

Earl  of  Mansfield ;  duplicate  and  triplicate  of  our  said  letter  will  be  for¬ 
warded  by  the  Surprize  packet,  and  the  ship  Earl  Cornivallis. 

2.  The  consignments  to  our  several  Presidencies  in  India  and  to 
China  this  season  will  principally  consist  of  the  following  particulars,  viz.. 

For  Bengal 

Cloth  700  bales,  long  ells  75  bales,  broad  long  ells  40  bales, 

copper  810  tons,  lead  50  tons,  iron  50  tons,  steel  20  tons,  small  arms 

3000  musquets;  also  50  tons  of  lead  and  50  tons  of  iron,  shipped 
in  the  Surprize  packet,  in  part  of  the  consignments  of  next  season. 

For  Fort  St.  George 

Cloth  504  bales,  long  ells  25  bales  and  5  bales  of  serges  for 
cartridges,  copper  180  tons,  lead  50  tons,  iron  50  tons,  small  arms 
6000  musquets. 


*  For  Bombay 

Cloth  661  bales,  long  ells  150  bales,  broad  long  ells  20  bales, 
copper  (including  50  tons  for  sheathing  ships)  210  tons,  lead  50  tons, 
iron  50  tons,  steel  30  tons,  small  arms  5800  musquets. 


LETTER  from  court 
For  Fort  Marlborough 

Beef  and  pork  37  casks,  flour  6  tons,  10  tons  of  fine  iron, 
small  arms  60  musquets. 


For  China 

Cloth  2470  bales,  long  ells  25,000  pieces,  camblets  920  pieces 

and  lead  250  tons. 

3.  The  quantity  of  salt  petre,  to  be  exported  from  our  several  Pre¬ 
sidencies  by  the  returning  ships  of  this  season,  must  be  the  same  as 
directed  by  our  letter  of  the  11th  January  1781,  as  the  Company  continue 
the  same  agreement  with  the  owners  of  shipping  for  that  purpose. 

4.  As  difficulties  frequently  arise  respecting  the  payment  of  insurance 
on  ships  lost,  from  the  want  of  sufficient  information  whether  they  were 
lost  on  their  outward  voyage,  we  direct  that  you  tiansmit  to  us  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  loss  of  any  of  our  ships  consigned  to  your  Presidency. 

5.  We  direct  that  you  send  us  annually  as  correct  an  account  as 
can  be  obtained  of  all  foreign  ships  arriving  from  and  sailing  to  Europe, 
with  the  particulars  of  their  cargoes. 

6.  The  establishment  of  packets  being  a  very  great  expense  to  the 
Company,  we  have  determined  that  the  larger  vessels  should  not  be  con¬ 
tinued  thereon.  And  it  not  being  our  intention  to  continue  the  Meycury 
and  Antelope  in  our  service  as  packets,  unless  they  may  be  particularly 
wanted,  we  direct  that  in  case  either  or  both  those  vessels  should  happen 
to  be  at  your  Presidency,  upon  the  receipt  hereof,  you  dispose  of  them 
upon  our  account,  or  add  them  to  the  Bombay  Marine  establishment  if 
necessary,  as  may  be  deemed  most  for  the  Company’s  advantage. 

7.  Copies  of  several  clauses  in  an  Act  passed  in  the  21st  year  of 
His  present  Majesty  s  reign,  prohibiting  British  subjects  residing  in  India 
from  assisting  foreign  companies  etc.,  are  transmitted,  that  you  may  cause 
the  same  to  be  circulated  as  diffusively  as  possible;  and  we  positively 
direct .  that  all  our  servants,  without  distinction,  transgressing  against 
the  said  Act  be  forthwith  dismissed  the  Company’s  service;  and  from  any 
persons  under  our  protection  offending  in  like  manner  such  protection 

must  be  immediately  withdrawn,  and  the  offender  sent  to  England  bv 
the  first  opportunity. 

8.  We  also  forward  copies  of  a  clause  in  the  said  Act  to  oblige 
British  subjects  in  India  to  reside  within  ten  miles  of  some  principal 
settlement  and  direct  that  the  same  be  made  as  public  as  possible. 

9-  Messrs.  Charles  White,  William  Roy,  Mark  Riley,  Henry  Lawrie, 
John  Nankivell,  George  Browne,  Richard  Iveson,  Thomas  Stocks  and 

Charles  Crawford  have  leave  to  proceed  to  the  East  Indies  under  free 
mariners  indentures. 
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10.  We  disapprove  the  appointments  made  by  you  between  the 
1st  January  1782  and  10th  March  1783  of  twenty-four  assistant  surgeons, 
viz..  Hug  Mahon,  Robert  Anderson,  John  Lamb  Morris,  James  Grant, 
Wm.  Hunter,  John  Shaw,  Patrick  Ivory,  Thos.  Watt,  Walter  Williams, 
Thos.  Luke  Stoke,  John  Burgh,  Alexr.,  Morine,  James  Orrock,  Geo. 
Davidson,  James  Campbell,  Alexr.  Russel,  Wm.  Cooper,  Wm.  Jones,  Thos. 
Wilkins,  Wm.  Davidson,  Thos.  Clarke,  Wm.  Cooke,  Thos.  Powles,  and 
positively  direct  that  on  receipt  of  this  letter  you  revoke  the  said 
appointments. 

11.  And  in  order  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  occasioned  b\  the  removal 
of  the  said  24  persons  and  to  provide  for  other  casualties  we  ha\e  resolved 
to  permit  26  assistant  surgeons,  should  so  many  offer,  to  proceed  to  India 
this  season  on  the  usual  conditions. 

12.  We  permit  the  24  assistant  surgeons  appointed  by  you  to  remain 
in  India  to  practise  in  their  profession  and  direct  that  they  be 
reappointed  to  vacancies,  as  they  may  happen,  after  the  said  26  assistant 
surgeons  shall  have  been  provided  for. 

13.  Mr.  Thomas  Morris,  one  of  the  said  24  assistant  surgeons  whom 
you  ordered  to  proceed  to  England  as  surgeon  of  the  Warren,  has  obtained 
our  leave  to  return  to  your  Presidency  under  the  circumstances  above- 
mentioned. 

14.  We  have  further  resolved  that  no  more  surgeons  be  allowed  to 
proceed  till  it  shall  be  known  whether  their  services  be  wanted  in  India; 
and  in  order  to  ascertain  this  point  we  direct  that  you  regularly  transmit 
to  us  statements  of  the  number  of  surgeons  and  surgeons’  assistants  neces¬ 
sary  for  your  establishment,  describing  the  different  departments  where 
they  are  to  be  employed;  and  also  that  you  forward  annually  (in  duplicate 
at  least)  lists  of  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  belonging  to  your 
Presidency. 

15.  And  in  case  it  should  happen  at  any  time  that  the  establishment 
at  one  Presidency  should  be  more  than  compleat  while  that  at  another 
is  deficient  it  is  our  order  that  the  deficiency  at  one  settlement  be  supplied 
from  the  redundency  of  the  other.  We  therefore  direGt  you  to  advise 
our  other  Presidencies  from  time  to  time  of  the  number  upon  your 
establishment  in  order  for  their  making  the  necessary  arrangements 
accordingly. 

16.  We  have  permitted  the  following  persons  to  proceed  to  India  as 
part  of  the  26  assistant  surgeons  beforemen tioned,  their  rank  will  be 
advised  by  a  future  conveyance,  viz.,  Messrs.  Turnbull,  Wm.  Gardiner, 
John  Castairs,  Geo.  Paton,  Thos.  Casement,  Geo.  Toshach,  Edwd.  Bright, 
John  Corse,  John  Smith,  Geo.  Ranken,  Gilbert  Macleod,  Charles  Fyffe, 
Wm.  Johnson — to  remain  until  next  season,  James  Smith,  John  Wood, 

James  Meek,  James  Nasmyth,  Michael  Kearns,  [ . ]  Me.  Evoy- —  to  remain 

until  next  season,  Charles  Todd,  Edward  Turner,  Richard  Pye. 
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17.  Mr.  Adam  Burt,  an  assistant  surgeon,  whom  )ou  appointed  to 
attend  Mr.  Palk  on  the  Surprize  packet,  has  obtained  our  leave  to  return 
to  his  station. 

18.  Mr.  Thomas  Minchin  has  obtained  our  leave  to  proceed  to 
India  as  an  assistant  surgeon  with  the  rank  assigned  him  in  our  letter 
of  the  15th  January  1783. 

ig.  Mr.  John  Henderson,  surgeon  of  the  Fox  packet,  has  our  license 
for  remaining  in  India  to  practise  in  his  profession,  in  case  that  vessel 
shall  be  added  to  our  marine,  and  we  direct  that  lie  be  appointed  an 
assistant  surgeon  immediately  after  Mr.  William  Spottiswoodc  and  last 
of  the  season  1785. 

30.  Mr.  Joseph  Price,  whom  we  appointed  to  succeed  to  the  post 
of  Marine  Storekeeper  upon  the  death  or  resignation  of  Mr.  Page  Kcblc, 
as  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  the  35th  January  1782,  proceeds  to  your 
Presidency  on  the  Surprize  packet. 

21.  We  have  determined  not  to  appoint  any  writers  or  cadets  for 
either  of  our  settlements  this  season. 

22.  Mr.  William  Johnson  has  been  appointed  a  writer  for  your 
Presidency  on  the  list  of  last  year  in  the  room  of  and  with  the  rank 
assigned  Richard  Waring  deceased. 

23.  The  following  writers,  whom  we  appointed  for  jour  Presidency 
in  the  season  1780,  have  obtained  our  ■permission  to  proceed  lo  their  duty 
this  season  without  prejudice  to  their  rank,  viz.,  James  Wintlc,  Robert 
Lindsay. 


24-  Wc  have  permitted  the  following  persons,  whom  we  last  year 
appointed  writers  for  your  Presidency,  to  remain  in  England  untill  next 
season  without  prejudice  to  their  rank,  viz.,  Christopher  Roberts,  Harry 

Verelst  Darell,  Charles  Andrew  Bruce,  James  Edmiston,  William  Tower 
Smith. 

25*  Mr.  William  Nathan  Wrighte  Hewett  has  obtained  our  leave 
to  return  to  his  rank  in  our  civil  service  at  your  Presidency. 

26.  We  have  permitted  the  following  military  officers  to  return  to 
your  Presidency  without  prejudice  to  their  respective  rank,  viz..  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Gabriel  Harper,  Major  John  Fairfax,  Captain  Robert  Rayne. 

27*  Mr.  Thomas  Broughton,  who  we  advised  you  in  our  letter  of  the 
23rd  January  1783  had  been  appointed  a  practitioner  engineer  for  your 
Presidency,  has  obtained  our  permission  to  proceed  thither  on  one  of 
the  ships  of  this  season  without  prejudice  to  his  rank. 
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28.  We  confirm  the  appointment  of  William  George  Palmer  whom 
\ou  admitted  a  cadet  on  our  establishment  at  >our  Presidency  at  the 
bottom  of  the  list  of  cadets  of  1781. 

29.  Mr.  Robert  Carruthcrs,  whom  wc  appointed  a  cadet  for  Fort  St. 
George,  is  removed  to  Bengal  with  the  rank  of  youngest  cadet  of  last 
season. 

30.  The  following  persons  have  been  appointed  cadets  for  your 
Presidency  on  the  lists  of  last  year,  in  the  room  and  with  the  rank  of 
others  undermentioned  who  have  declined  proceeding,  viz.. 


For  the  infantry 


Robbins . vice  Samuel  Dickcn  Grinsell 

Joseph  Bellas . James  Powell 

Osborne . Wolf 


For  the  aUilleiy 

Joseph  Bird  worth . vice  George  Manby 

Joseph  Barnabas  Slcath . Edward  Speke 

31.  The  Christian  name  of  Mr.  Pollock,  whom  we  last  season 
appointed  a  cadet  for  your  Presidency,  is  Hugh  instead  of  John  as 
mentioned  in  the  list  of  cadets  transmitted  per  Siuallow  and  Ewydice ; 
he  proceeded  on  the  ship  Berrington . 

3 2-  We  have  permitted  the  Hon’blc  Lockhart  Gordon  to  proceed  to 
\our  Presidency  to  practise  as  a  barrister  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature. 

33.  Mr.  Henry  Dogherty,  who  last  season  obtained  the  like  permis¬ 
sion,  has  taken  his  passage  on  the  ship  Earl  Connvallis . 

34.  Since  closing  our  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo  wc  have  advanced 
Mr.  JDiego  Talamas  the  sum  of  two  hundred  guineas,  for  which  he  is  to 
account  with  you  on  his  arrival  at  your  Presidency. 

35.  We  transmit  a  list  of  goods  to  be  provided  at  your  Presidency 
for  the  ships  taken  into  the  Company’s  service  in  the  season  1783,  to 
which  we  require  your  strict  obedience. 

36.  We  have  permitted  the  Hon’ble  Charles  Stuart  to  proceed  to  his 
rank  in  your  civil  service,  but  direct  that  he  do  not  take  Iris  seat  at  the 
Board  of  Trade  until  a  vacancy  shall  happen  after  his  arrival,  when  he 
is  to  succeed  thereto  and  take  his  rank  agreeable  to  his  standing. 


37.  Having  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  merits  and  abilities  of 
Mr.  Joshua  Williams,  whom  you  have,  appointed  assistant  to  Mr.  William 


*54 
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Cator,  Collector  of  the  Customs  at  Dacca,  we  direct  that  Mr.  Williams 
do  succeed  to  that  office  upon  the  first  vacancy  after  your  receipt  of  this 
letter. 

^  38.  We  have  appointed  Mr.  Ynyr  Burges  a  writer  lor  )our  Presidency 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Stewart  Rose  deceased;  Mr.  Burges  is  to  rank  as 
youngest  writer  of  last  season  next  under  Mr.  Janies  Edmiston. 

39.  Since  writing  the  21st  paragraph  of  this  letter  wc  have,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  very  high  authority,  appointed  Mr.  Pellegrin 
Treves  a  writer  on  your  establishment;  he  proceeds  overland  at  his  own 
expense. 

40.  We  have  taken  into  consideration  the  petition  of  Messrs.  Uthoff, 
Fawcett,  Crow  and  Broughton,  writers  on  the  Bombay  establishment, 
referred  to  us  in  the  169th  paragraph  of  your  letter  dated  the  5th  April 
17^3»  praying  to  be  admitted  on  the  list  of  writers  at  your  Presidency  after 
the  Honourable  Frederick  Fitzroy.  The  conduct  of  those  gentlemen  affords 
us  pleasure,  but  as  the  removal  of  our  servants  from  one  Presidency  to 
another  is  contrary  to  the  practise  of  our  service  we  cannot  comply  with 
their  request. 

41.  It  is  therefore  our  order  that  Messrs.  Uthoff,  Fawcett,  Crow  and 
Broughton  do  proceed  to  Bombay  by  the  first  conveyance  that  shall  offer 
after  your  receipt  of  this  letter. 

43.  We  have  also  considered  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Robert  Samuel 
Perreau  of  the  Fort  Marlborough  civil  establishment,  referred  to  us  in  the 
183rd  paragraph  of  your  said  letter,  praying  to  be  removed  to  the  Bengal 
establishment;  but  for  the  abovementioned  reason  we  have  resolved  not  to 
comply  therewith,  and  we  direct  that  Mr.  Perreau  do  return  to  his  duty 
at  Fort  Marlborough  by  the  earliest  opportunity. 

43.  Major  John  McGowan  has  obtained  our  permission  to  proceed 
overland  at  his  own  expense  to  his  rank  at  your  Presidency. 

44-  Mr.  William  East,  who  was  appointed  a  cadet  for  Bombay  in  the 
season  1780,  is  removed  to  your  Presidency  on  the  list  of  last  year  in  the 
room  and  with  the  rank  of  Isaac  Rigge  who  has  declined  proceeding. 

45.  We  observe  by  the  8th  paragraph  of  your  General  Letter  of  the 
goth  April  1781  that  you  had,  in  conformity  to  our  instructions, 
summoned  the  passengers  of  the  ships  Neptune  and  Bellmont  and  made 
inquiry  of  all  of  them  respecting  the  sums  paid  by  each  of  them  for  their 
passage  and  accommodation  to  India. 

46.  By  a  list  which  you  have  enclosed  to  us  we  find  it  stated  that 
Captain  Gamage  had  received  £80  for  the  passage  of  Mr.  Creswell,  a  cadet, 
and  £100  each  for  Mr.  Toone  and  Mr.  Turner  who  went  out  also  as 
cadets,  and  Captain  Gamage  has  been  charged  with  the  penalties  agreeable 
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to  the  resolution  of  Court.  He  however  asserts  that  he  received  no  more 
than  £60  from  Mr.  Creswell.  Although  we  have  given  entire  credit  and 
effect  to  the  facts  stated  in  the  said  list  yet  we  should  have  been  better 
satisfied  in  so  doing  had  it  anywhere  appeared  that  you  had  examined 
the  captain  as  well  as  the  passengers,  which  we  presume  however  was  done 
as  we  do  not  think  you  would  have  taken  the  bare  assertion  of  the  latter 
as  an  absolute  proof  of  the  facts;  we  desire  therefore  in  future  that  you 
will,  in  all  cases,  give  the  captain  an  opportunity  of  being  heard,  and 
that  you  will  state  in  your  letters  the  proceedings  taken,  and  that  you 
will  inform  us  whether  Captain  Gamage  was  examined  as  to  the  passage 
money  received  by  him  from  the  said  cadets;  for  if  not  we  shall  be  inclined 
to  refund  to  him  the  penalty  on  the  money  which  he  is  charged  with  in 
respect  to  the  passage  of  Mr.  Creswell. 

47.  We  have  considered  the  letters  from  the  Governor  General  of 
the  20th  January,  22nd  May  and  16th  December  1782,  relative  t«o  presents, 
together  with  the  account  which  accompanied  the  letter  of  the  22nd  May. 
Although  it  is  not  our  intention  to  express  any  doubt  of  the  integrity  of 
our  Governor  General,  on  the  contrary,  after  having  received  the  presents, 
we  cannot  avoid  expressing  our  approbation  of  his  conduct  in  bringing 
them  to  the  credit  of  the  Company,  yet  we  must  confess  the  statement  of 
those  transactions  appears  to  us  in  many  parts  so  unintelligible  that  wc 
feel  ourselves  under  the  necessity  of  calling  on  the  Governor  General  for 
an  explanation  agreeable  to  his  promise,  voluntarily  made  to  us.  We  there¬ 
fore  desire  to  be  informed  of  the  different  periods  when  each  sum  was 
received,  and  what  were  the  Governor  General’s  motives  for  withholding 
the  several  receipts  from  the  knowledge  of  the  Council  or  of  the  Court 
of  Directors,  and  what  were  his  reasons  for  taking  bonds  for  part  of  these 
sums  and  for  paying  other  sums  into  the  treasury  as  deposits  on  his  own 
account. 

48.  Mr.  Thomas  Morris,  an  assistant  surgeon  on  your  establishment, 
having  represented  to  us  that  he  came  to  England  by  your  order  as  surgeon 
of  the  ship  Wairen,  and  praying  to  be  paid  wages  untill  his  arrival  in 
England;  and  it  appearing  by  your  agreement  with  Mr.  Morris  that  he  is 
entitled  to  his  pay  and  batta  untill  his  arrival  in  England,  the  amount 
whereof  we  cannot  exactly  ascertain  but  is  supposed  to  be  upwards  of 
£260  per  annum;  we  therefore  direct  that  you  settle  Mr.  Morris’s  account 
on  his  arrival  at  your  Presidency,  but  we  cannot  avoid  remarking  the  great 
impropriety  of  appointing  one  of  the  assistant  surgeons  on  your  establish¬ 
ment  to  proceed  to  England  as  surgeon  of  a  freighted  ship,  and  subject¬ 
ing  the  Company  to  the  expense  of  Mr.  Morris’s  pay  and  batta  while  he 
acted  in  that  station  on  board  the  Wanen. 

«e 

49.  We  have  appointed  John  Dea  a  cadet  for  your  Presidency  on  the 
list  of  last  season  in  the  room  and  with  the  rank  of  Eitzmaurice  Fitzserald 

D 

who  has  declined  proceeding. 

50.  We  enclose  correct  lists  of  the  cadets  appointed  for  the  infantry 
and  artillery  corps  in  Bengal  in  the  season  1782,  with  their  order  of  rank. 
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51.  We  direct  that  you  send  us  by  every  ship  an  exact  list  o£  casual¬ 
ties  in  our  army  at  your  Presidency  made  up  to  the  latest  period  possible, 
such  information  being  of  great  importance  to  individuals  in  this  country. 


We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Natlil.  Smith/ W.  Devaynes/  John 
Roberts/  L.  Sulivan/W.  Bensley/ 
John  Hunter  /  Jno.  Michie/ Joseph 
Sparkes/ J.  Smith/ Jacob  Bosanquct / 
London,  Tlios.  Parry  /  George  T  atom  /  Lionel 

the  16th  March  1784.  Darcll/R.  Hall. 


Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No.  st. 

Received  per  Surprize  packet  28th  August  1784* 
Read  in  Council  3rd  September. 
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LETTER  DATED  16  MARCH  1784 

Bills  proposing  changes  in  the  Company's  administration  ) ejected — 
economy  in  civil  and  military  establishnienfs — no  bills  of  exchange  to  be 
drawn  upon  the  Company — Madras  investment  to  be  increased . 

UR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  In  the  month  of  November  last,  a  bill  was  brought  into  Parliament 
vesting  the  whole  property  and  management  of  the  East  India  Company 
in  Commissioners  therein  named,  which  was  immediately  followed  by  a 
regulation  bill  grounded  on  the  powers  so  to  be  established. 

5.  The  first  bill  having  passed  the  House  of  Commons  was  rejected  by 
the  House  of  Lords  and  a  change  of  administration  immediately  ensued. 

3.  The  present  ministers  held  communication  with  the  Company  oil 
the  principles  of  another  bill  which,  having  been  brought  in  with  the 
Company's  concurrence  after  the  Christmas  recess,  was  on  the  second 
reading  rejected  by  the  House  of  Commons. 

4.  For  your  better  information  we  enclose  printed  copies  of  all  the 
three  bills,  also  of  the  state  of  the  Company's  affairs  as  proved  at  the  bar 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  of  the  resolutions  of  a  General  Court  held 
the  10th  January  1784  concerning  the  principles  of  the  lost  bill. 
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5.  The  House  of  Commons  on  the  23rd  ultimo  made  an  order  that 
this  Court  should  state  the  mode  and  extent  of  parliamentary  interference 
necessary  for  the  relief  of  the  Company’s  affairs  which  unavoidably  led 
to  a  review  of  the  whole  of  our  resources  and  situation,  the  results  of 
which  we  enclose  in  a  printed  copy  of  our  report  to  the  House  of 
Commons. 

6.  We  think  it  proper  thereon  to  observe  to  you  that  whilst  we 
have  deemed  it  prudent  to  confine  the  representation  of  our  hopes  from 
the  resources  in  India  within  the  most  modest  limits  and  far  within  what 
you  must  well  know  to  be  their  just  value,  we  do  not  the  less  rely 
on  the  exertion  of  your  utmost  endeavors  not  only  to  make  them 
as  productive  as  your  own  estimates  warrant,  but  to  continue  and  extend 
your  retrenchment  of  expence  and  improvement  of  revenue  to  the  utmost 
limit  of  prudence  and  justice,  convinced  as  we  are  that  much  remains  of 
this  sort  still  to  be  done  which  depends  upon  local  and  temporary  circum¬ 
stances  such  as  cannot  be  made  the  objects  of  our  special  direction  but 
which  must  rest  where  we  with  confidence  and  satisfaction  rest  them, 
upon  your  zeal,  integrity  and  ability. 

7.  All  that  we  can  contribute  to  your  success  in  these  particulars  is 
the  express  sanction  of  our  authority,  which  we  hereby  commit  to  you, 
for  the  carrying  into  immediate  effect  all  such  regulations  of  our  establish¬ 
ments,  civil  and  military,  as  shall  appear  best  calculated  to  reduce  the 
expence  thereof  within  limits  which  you  can  defend  as  reasonable  and 
which,  we  are  confident,  will  be  found  far  within  the  sums  which,  to 
obviate  cavil,  we  have  in  our  estimate  assumed.  It  cannot  escape  your 
observation  that  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs  it  may  and  probably 
will  prove  essential  to  the  Company’s  existence  that  the  general  result 
of  our  affairs  should  at  least  verify  the  representation  to  which  we  have 
thus  pledged  our  opinion. 

8.  We  therefore  here  impose  upon  you  our  positive  orders  that, 
notwithstanding  any  former  permission  either  direct  or  implied  by  the 
estimate  now  enclosed  or  otherwise,  you  do  not  after  the  receipt  hereof 
draw  any  bill  of  exchange  upon  us  unless  you  shall  be  warranted  by  some 
case  of  necessity  so  apparent  that  you  may  think  it  safe  to  rest  your 
justification  upon  it. 

9.  That  such  a  necessity  may  from  possible  events  exist  cannot  be 
denied,  and  you  must  from  the  nature  of  your  situation  be  left  the  judges 
thereof;  but  we  apprize  you  that  to  obtain  our  approbation  of  any  more 
bills  being  drawn  upon  us  the  necessity  must  be  undeniable,  and  that 
reasons  of  convenience  or  expediency  will  not  warrant  the  drawing  them. 

10.  Next  to  drawing  no  bills  yourselves  the  preventing  their  being 
drawn  from  our  other  settlements  will  require  your  assiduous  attention, 
and  we  therefore  direct  that,  upon  a  review  of  the  situation  of  our 
affairs  at  the  other  Presidencies  and  in  China,  according  to  the  latest 
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advices  you  shall  have  received,  and  of  your  own  resources,  you  do,  as 
soon  as  possible,  determine  what  assistances  you  can  give  to  each  of  them 
and  apprize  them  what  they  have  to  expect. 


11.  We  desire  you  will  especially  attend  to  the  means  of  making 
such  remittances  to  China  as  may,  as  far  as  possible,  prevent  any  drafts 
from  thence.  We  are  well  aware  that  there  is  some  difficulty  here  which 
must  be  obviated  according  to  circumstances  on  the  spot  and  by  means 
which  cannot  be  directed  from  hence,  but  we  trust  that  with  the 
advantage  of  the  trade  in  opium  and  other  commodities  of  India  to  the 
Eastern  Islands  you  will  find  it  very  practicable  to  accomplish  this 
desirable  purpose  without  any  great  or  constant  drain  of  specie  from 
Bengal,  which  ought  as  far  as  possible  in  all  cases  to  be  avoided. 


13.  Our  investments  for  Europe  will  demand  your  unremitting  care, 
and  as  we  hold  it  impossible  but  your  funds  for  the  provision  thereof 
in  Bengal  must  be  ample  it  remains  only  to  recommend,  in  the  strongest 
manner,  the  exercise  of  economy  in  the  purchases  and  the  strictest 
attention  to  the  quality.  And  here  with  pleasure  we  bestow  our  praise 
on  what  has  of  late  been  successfully  done  in  both  these  instances,  and 
entertain  no  doubt  but  that  in  a  short  time  the  quality  of  our  merchandize 
imported  will  obtain  for  us  a  decided  preference  over  the  importations 
of  any  other  country,  a  preference  which  the  advantages  we  enjoy,  within 
your  Presidency  at  least,  must  surely  place  within  our  reach. 


13.  The  state  of  your  funds  and  our  inability  to  pay  bills  of 
exchange  obliged  us  to  strike  the  important  article  of  raw  silk  out  of 
our  Bengal  investment,  and  we  highly  approve  of  your  leaving  that 
commodity  for  the  present  open  to  all  our  servants  and  others  under 
our  protection  to  make  remittances  in  for  their  own  account  and  for 
the  benefit  of  this  country;  but  whenever,  from  an  estimate  of  our  funds, 
you  shall  perceive  a  prospect  at  the  distance  of  two  years  of  being  enabled 
to  restore  the  accustomed  quantity  of  silk  to  our  investment  without 
drawing  bills,  lessening  the  quantity  of  piece  goods,  or  other  necessary 
applications  of  the  territorial  revenue,  you  will  then  give  the  necessarv 
notice  of  two  years  to  the  parties  at  present  engaged  in  this  article,  and 
repossess  yourselves  of  the  filatures  and  reassume  the  exercise  of  our 
exclusive  right  in  this  article. 

14.  It  will  be  of  great  importance  that  the  investments  from  Madras 
should  be  increased  for  they  are  much  in  demand  in  Europe,  and  your 
aid  in  the  funds  that  may  for  some  time  be  required  for  that  purpose 
will  be  therefore  an  object  of  your  attentive  consideration. 

15.  And  upon  the  whole  of  the  view  we  now  give  you  of  our 
affairs,  we  shall  be  glad  to  receive  your  opinions  on  every  point  you  think 
important  to  be  further  discussed  together  with  such  materials  as  you 
think  may  tend  to  elucidate  the  same,  and  we  desire  that  you  will  not 
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fail  to  give  us  the  fullest  advices  of  all  your  proceedings  and  prospects 
on  the  important  subjects  of  this  letter. 


We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Nathl.  Smith/W.  Devaynes/ John 
Roberts /L.  Sulivan/W.  Benslev/ 
John  Hunter  /  Jno.  Michie  /Joseph 
Sparkes/J.  Smith  /Jacob  Bosanquet/ 
London,  Thos.  Parry/George  Tatem/Lionel 

the  16th  March  1784.  Darell/Rd.  Hall. 

Company's  Separate  Letter  to  Bengal. 

Received  per  Surprize  packet  58th  August  1784. 

Read  in  Council  7th  September. 

No.  3. 
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LETTER  DATED  16  MARCH  1784 

The  Board  of  Trade  reprimanded  for  persistently  sending  home 
unprofitable  goods — Company's  se wants  suspected  of  aiding  foreign 
investments. 

0UR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  We  observe  with  surprize  that  for  many  years  past  instead  of 
our  Board  of  Trade  conforming  to  the  orders  in  our  investment,  respect¬ 
ing  the  quantities  of  the  different  goods  ordered,  they  have  considerabh 
increased  those  articles  which  yield  us  no  profit,  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  have  fallen  far  short  of  other  goods  which  are  highly*  advantageous. 

2.  We  view  the  conduct  of  our  Board  of  Trade  in  these  instances 
with  the  more  astonishment  because  we  are  convinced  it  does  not  arise 
from  their  not  being  able  to  procure  a  larger  quantity  of  such  goods, 
as  we  find  from  the  cargos  of  the  foreign  ships,  particularly  the  Danes, 
that  arrived  in  Europe  in  August  1783,  that  they  consist  in  general  of  the 
most  valuable  assortments  of  piece  goods  and  in  particular  partake  largely 
of  those  very  goods  in  which  the  deficiencies  in  our  investment  arise. 

3.  We  therefore  call  upon  you  to  make  the  strictest  enquiry  into 
these  several  circumstances  relative  to  the  manufactures  and  the  conduct  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  glaring  instances  of  disobedience  to  the  assort¬ 
ments  of  our  investment,  for  we  are  determined  to  suspend  them  from  the 
service  whenever  the  like  disregard  of  our  instructions  shall  appear. 
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4.  There  is  too  much  reason  to  suspect  that  our  commercial 
servants  have  at  times  assisted  the  investments  of  foreign  European 
nations;  this  appears  to  be  brought  home  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Paxton  whose 
claim  we  have  resolved  to  resist,  and  we  do  require  you  to  make  example 
of  whoever  of  our  servants  shall  be  discovered  to  embark  in  any  transac¬ 
tions  of  this  kind  in  future,  conformably  to  our  orders  contained  in  the 
7th  paragraph  of  our  General  Letter  of  this  date.  , 


5.  It  is  our  most  positive  injunction  that  the  quantities  ordered  in 
our  investment  of  the  following  goods  be  not  increased  on  any  account. 


Alliballies 

Carridarries  of  all  sorts 

Doreas  checked  . . . 

Doreas  Cossajurah 

Doi'eas  Dacca 

Doreas  Dacca 

Doreas  Dacca 

Doreas  Dacca 

Kissersovs 

* 

Nainsocks 

Neckcloths 

Nillaes 

Romals  Barnagore 
Romals  Soot 
Sannoes 
Sannoes  thick 
Sannoes  thick 
Seer  Suckers 
Seer  Suckers 
Seer  Suckers 
Seer  Suckers 
Seer  Suckers 
Taffaties  plain 
Taffaties  red 
Taffaties 


FSFA 

« 

FGFEDOO 
FCDOO 
FDDOO 
FSF  Char 

FFlo  FDoo  40  Covids 

20  Covids 


..  FNEC 
. .  MNIL 
..  N  B  Rom 
..  F  Sut  Rom 
. .  M  SANS 
..  SAN  SF 
..  SANSSF 
. .  SFFr  S 
. .  Seers  SF 
. .  Seers  O 
..  F  Seer  F 
..  M  Seer  S 
. .  TAF 
. .  R  TAF 
...  TAFU 


6.  We  transmit  two  letters  from  Mr.  James  Wiss,  our  Superintendent 
of  raw  silk,  containing  his  observations  on  that  article;  to  any  intelligence 
therein  contained  that  may  tend  to  the  improvement  of  that  trade  you 
will  pay  the  proper  attention. 

We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Nathl.  Smith /W.  Devaynes /John 
Roberts /L.  Sulivan/W.  Bensley/John 
Hunter /Jno.  Michie/J.  Smith/Jacob 
London,  Bosanquet  /  Thos.  Parry  /  George 

the  16th  March  1784.  Tatem/Lionel  Darell/Rd.  Hall. 

Company’s  Separate  Letter  to  Bengal.  No.  4.  Per  Surprize  packet. 

Received  and  read  in  Council  1st  September, 
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LETTER  DATED  23  APRIL  1784 

Board  of  Trade  directed  to  advertise  for  sealed  tenders  for  supply 
of  invest ment — the  Nawab  of  Arcol  assured  that  his  complaint's  against 
the  Madias  Government  were  receiving  attention . 

OUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letters  were  dated  the  16th  ultimo,  and  will  be  trans¬ 
mitted  with  this  letter  by  the  ship  Earl  Cornwallis  and  the  Surprize  packet. 

2.  Having  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  present  mode  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  for  concluding  the  investment  contracts,  we 
direct  that  in  future  they  advertize  for  sealed  proposals,  and  that  such 
proposals  be  delivered  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  who  are 
hereby  directed  to  accept  of  the  lowest  terms  that  may  be  offered,  provided 
they  are  accompanied  with  good  security.  The  Governor  General  and 
Council  are  then  to  give  the  necessary  information  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 

.with  directions  that  they  be  particularly  attentive  that  the  contractors 
perform  their  engagement  both  as  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
goods. 


3.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  James  Grant  to  return  to  our  civil  service 
at  your  Presidency,  but  on  account  of  his  long  absence  from  his  duty, 
we  direct  that  he  takes  rank  next  under  the  youngest  senior  merchant, 
who  became  such  in  the  season  of  1783. 

4.  Captain  Robert  Rayne,  whom  we  permitted  to  return  to  his 
rank  in  our  service  at  your  Presidency,  has  obtained  our  leave  to  proceed 
overland,  the  Company  being  at  no  expense  thereby. 

5.  Jeremiah  Martin  Johnson  has  been  appointed  a  cadet  for  your 
Presidency,  with  the  rank  of  last  upon  the  list  of  last  season,  in  the  room 
of  James  Me.  Dougal  deceased. 

6.  Having  advanced  Mr.  Thomas  Morris  the  sum  of  £50,  on 
account  of  the  pay  and  allowances  due  to  him  during  the  time  he  acted 
as  surgeon  of  the  ship  Warren ,  we  direct  that  the  said  sum  be  deducted 
on  your  final  liquidation  of  Mr.  Morris’s  accounts. 

7.  We  have  appointed  John  William  a  cadet  for  the  artillery  at 
)our  establishment,  in  the  room  and  with  the  rank  of  Joseph  Barnabas 
Sleath,  who  has  declined  proceeding,  and  permitted  him  to  remain  in 
England  till  next  season. 

8.  Mr.  Henry  Bedding&eld,  whom  we  appointed  last  season  a  cadet 
for  your  Presidency,  has  our  permission  to  remain  in  England  till  next 
year  without  prejudice  to  his  rank. 
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9.  You  were  acquainted  in  our  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo,  that  we 
should  not  appoint  any  cadets  for  the  East  Indies  this  season,  but  we 
have  since  thought  proper  to  appoint  William  Fead  and  Robert  Hetzler 
cadets  for  our  artillery  establishment  at  your  Presidency, 

10.  We  have  under  our  consideration  the  several  advices  and  papers 
received  from  India  relative  to  the  assignment  of  the  revenues  of  the 
Carnatic,  from  the  conclusion  of  the  Bengal  treaty  in  April  1781  to  the 
date  of  the  last  letter  from  Fort  St.  George  in  October  1783;  and  we 
shall  transmit  our  sentiments  and  determination  on  that  subject  by  a 
packet  which  we  have  ready  for  that  purpose. 

11.  By  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Hare,  dated  at  Bussora  the  8th  of 
February  last,  we  are  informed  that  he  transmitted  us,  by  Captain 
Haldane,  commander  of  the  Nancy  packet,  which  sailed  from  Bombay 
the  7th  of  October  last,  two  packets  from  the  Governor  General  and 
Council,  and  one  packet  from  the  Governor  General,  which  he  had  been 
charged  with,  but  the  unfortunate  loss  of  that  vessel  off  Scilly  on  the 
25th  of  February  last,  with  all  the  persons  on  board,  has  deprived  us  of 
those  dispatches* 

12.  We  have  received  from  Mr.  Hare,  overland,  a  duplicate  of  your 
letter  dated  the  28th  of  April  1783. 

13.  We  have  received  your  several  advices  b'y  the  Nwbuddah ,  and 
are  happy  at  the  prospect  they  afford  us  of  a  final  accomplishment  of  a 
general  peace  in  Hindustan.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  reply  fully  to 
those  advices  by  the  present  dispatch,  but  we  must,  however,  recommend 
it  to  you,  in  the  strongest  manner,  to  persevere  in  your  endeavors 
towards  a  reduction  of  expence  in  every  department  of  Government. 

M  dm, 

14.  We  have  thought  it  necessary  by  this  conveyance  to  write  a 
short  letter  to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  a  copy  whereof  is  enclosed  in  the 
packet  for  your  information. 

We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Nathl.  Smith/W.  Devaynes/Lau. 
Sulivan  /  John  Hunter  /  George 
Tatem  /  J .  Manship  /Edm.  Boehm  / 
Hugh  Inglis  /  W.  Bensley  /  Samuel 
Smith  junior /J.  Smith /John  Mot- 
teux/Paul  Le  Mesurier/ Jno.  Michie/ 
London,  Thos.  Parry/C.  Mills/F.  Baring/Rd. 

the  23rd  April  1784.  Hall. 

Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No.  1. 

Received  per  Surprize  packet  28th  August  1784. 

Read  in  Council  1st  September, 
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Muhammad  Ali  Nawab  Walajah  of  Arcot 


ENCLOSURE  i 


( Vide  paragraph  14) 

To  His  Highness  the  Nabob  Wau  Lau  Jau  Ummeer  ul  Hind  Amdhat 
ul  Mulk  Seranjee  ul  Dowla  Anwer  ul  deen  Cawn  Behauder  Munsoor 
Jung  Sepah  Saulaur  Subahdar  of  Arcot  and  the  Carnatick. 

* 

[1]  We  have  been  honoured  with  the  receipt  of  your  Highness's 
letters  of  the  13th  October  and  the  1st  of  November  1782,  the  25th  March, 
the  12th  August,  with  a  postscript  of  the  16th,  the  6th  September,  with 
a  postscript  of  the  7th  September,  and  the  1st  of  October  1783. 

[2]  It  gave  us  the  most  heartfelt  concern  to  find  that  any  cause 
of  discontent  had  arisen  between  your  Highness  and  our  President  and 
Council.  The  various  matters  in  dispute  are  at  this  moment  under  our 
most  serious  consideration,  and  we  shall,  by  an  early  conveyance,  reply 
fully  to  the  several  points  which  your  Highness  has  been  pleased  to  submit 
to  our  decision.  In  the  meantime  we  can,  with  truth,  assure  your 
Highness  of  our  utmost  attention  to  your  interest,  rights  and  dignity. 

* 

[3]  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto  affixed  our  Great  Seal 
in  the  city  of  London  this  23rd  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four. 


23rd  April  1784. 


Copy. 

Company’s  Letter  to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot. 

No.  42. 
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LETTER  DATED  15  JUNE  1784 

Shipping  and  investments. 

0UR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

[1]  Inclosed  we  transmit  you  a  triplicate  of  our  letter  of  the  16th 
March  last,  and  of  our  printed  report  to  the  House  of  Commons  therein 
referred  to. 

[2]  A  dissolution  of  Parliament  has  since  taken  place  and  the  new 
House  of  Commons  on  the  26th  ultimo  issued  an  order,  in  obedience  to 
which  we  on  the  31st  ultimo  made  a  further  report,  of  which  you  have  also 
a  printed  copy  inclosed. 
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[3]  You  will  thereby  perceive  that  we  had  received  your  advices  by 
the  Natbudda ,  and  will  judge  how  much  our  astonishment  must  have  been 
excited  at  the  contents  of  those  of  the  30th  November,  by  the  Worcester, 
which  came  to  hand  the  3d  instant. 

[4]  The  whole  tenor  of  your  letters,  up  to  the  date  of  that  dispatch, 
uniformly  shews  that  your  provision  for  the  investment  of  the  present 
season  consisted  of  the  following  particulars: 


Amount  of 

the 

cargoes  of  the  Resolution ,  Worcester , 

Rs. 

Norfolk  and  Hinchmbrook 

61,05,840 

Produce  of 

the 

old  investment 

37,50,000 

Do. 

Dutch  investment 

18,98,288 

Do. 

Subscription  1782 

1,00,00,000 

Do. 

Subscription  of  April  1783 

50,00,000 

Do. 

Subscription  of  May  1783 

15,00,000 

Do. 

Subscription  of  August  1783 

35,00,000 

Total  Rupees  ...  3,17,54,128 


Cargoes  1  Rodney 

Worcester 
Winter  l  on 
Norfolk 
Resolution 
\  Bus  bridge 
1  Belmont 
Barwell 
Atlas 
Ceres 

Earl  Talbot 
Halsewell 
Lord  Macai Iney 
Fox 

Vansiitart 
Pi  got 

Earl  of  Oxford 
Major 
Besborough 
Warren  Hastings 


And  the  Hinchmbrook  having  been 
unloaded  all  the  cargoes  you  can  have 
had  to  provide  in  the  present  season 
amount  to  19J  cargoes  as  per  margin, 
which  at  the  high  average  of  15 
lacks  per  ship  only  amount  to 
rupees  2,92,50,000.  So  that  there  re¬ 
mains  an  overplus  of  more  than  25 
lacks  to  stand  against  disappointment 
in  the  deliveries,  after  lading  every 
ship  which  you  can  have  had  to  load, 
the  Southampton  excepted  which  we 
consider  as  not  in  a  condition  to  come 
home  this  season. 


19^  Cargoes 


[5]  Upon  this  ground  we  would  not  hesitate  to  form  the  opinion 
we  did  that  you  could  not  possibly  have  occasion  to  draw  any  more 
bills  for  the  investments  of  the  season  1783/4,  instead  of  which  you  now 
inform  us  that,  upon  a  representation  from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the 
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28th  October,  7  more  cargoes  were  still  wanted,  that  you  had  on  the 
5th  November  established  a  new  subscription  of  50  lacks  towards  provid¬ 
ing  the  same,  to  be  drawn  for  upon  us  on  the  ist  of  February  1785; 
and  although  the  Nurbudda  was  dispatched  expressly  with  advices,  and 
her  commander  did  not  leave  Calcutta  untill  the  11th  November,  and 
though  the  Rodney  was  dispatched  the  24th  November  with  a  letter 
stating  that  you  had  written  us  so  fully  by  the  Nurbudda  that  you  had 
only  occasion  to  inclose  the  Rod?iey’s  invoice,  yet  you  did  not,  by  either 
of  these  conveyances,  think  fit  to  inform  us  of  this  most  important 
measure,  nor  do  you,  by  the  Worcester,  state  the  reasons  given  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  for  the  deficiency  of  cargoes,  nor  even  that  their  repre¬ 
sentation  contains  any  reason,  but  refer  us,  by  a  marginal  reference,  to 
your  consultations  which,  by  another  ship’s  packet,  appear  to  be  on 
board  the  W interton  not  yet  arrived. 

[6]  Justice  to  you  requires  that  we  should  wait  her  arrival  before 
we  form  any  decisive  judgement  on  this  mysterious  transaction,  either 
as  to  its  mode  or  substance,  but  the  same  principle  towards  the  sub¬ 
scribers  impells  us  not  to  lose  a  day  in  communicating  to  you  our  entire 
disapprobation  of  the  transaction,  as  far  as  we  yet  understand  it,  and 
to  observe  that  these  bills  appear  clearly  to  be  intended  to  be  drawn 
in  defiance  of  an  act  of  Parliament  and  of  our  most  positive  orders,  for 
which  reasons  we  cannot  suffer  those  who  may  take  them  to  entertain 
any  hope  either  that  Parliament  will  permit  us  or  we  shall  be  disposed, 
on  any  terms,  to  accept  bills  drawn  under  such  circumstances. 

[7]  We  therefore  recommend  to  you  to  redeem  the  engagement,  so 
as  to  make  the  amount  payable  out  of  our  resources  in  India,  on  the 
best  and  most  economical  terms  you  can,  persuaded  that  the  holders  of 
your  engagement  must  easily  be  convinced  that  it  will  not  be  for  their 
interest  or  convenience  to  insist  on  your  literal  compliance  with  it  under 
these  circumstances,  and  that  by  the  time  this  letter  can  reach  you  our 
resources  in  India  must  be  in  so  good  a  state  as  to  leave  no  difficulty  in 
your  liquidating  this  demand  within  a  very  reasonable  time. 

We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Nath.  Smith/W.  Devaynes/Lau. 

Sulivan/J.  Manship/J.  Smith/ Jno. 
Michie/F.  Baring/ George  Tatem  / 
Hugh  Inglis/W.  Bensley/Paul  Le 
Mesurier/John  Motteux/Tho.  Parry  / 
Richard  Atkinson/ Edm.  Boehm/ 
Samuel  Smith  junior. 


London, 

the  15th  June  1784. 


Via  Bussorah,  received  per  Neptune. 
Read  in  Council  8th  November  1784. 
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LETTER  DATED  16  JUNE  1784 

Receipt  of  dispatches  acknowledged. 


Gentlemen, 

[1]  I  have  received  the  commands  of  the  Court  of  Directors  to 
acquaint  you  that,  since  the  closing  their  letter  of  yesterday,  your 
dispatches  by  the  Win  Leri  on  have  been  received,  and  although  the 
Court  has  not  had  time  to  take  them  into  full  consideration  yet  they 
afford  grounds  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  very  extraordinary  circumstances 
which  have  attended  the  investment  for  1783/4,  and  which  they  mean 
immediately  to  investigate. 

[2]  In  the  mean  time  they  direct  me  to  acquaint  you  that  they 
confirm  the  contents  of  the  accompanying  letter  dated  yesterday. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
East  India  House,  Tho.  Morton, 

London  the  16th  June  1784.  Secretary. 

The  Honourable  the  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William 
in  Bengal. 


Secretary’s  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No.  4. 

Via  Bussorah,  received  per  Neptune. 
Read  in  Council  8th  November. 
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LETTER  DATED  20  AUGUST  1784 

Act  of  Parliament  for  better  regulation  and  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Company . 

QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 


1.  We  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  transmitting  you  a  copy  of 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  which  has  lately  passed,  entitled  “  An  Act  for  the 
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better  Regulation  and  Management  of  the  Affairs  of  the  East  India 
Company,  and  of  the  British  Possessions  in  India;  and  for  establishing 
a  Court  of  Judicature  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual  Trial  of  Persons 
accused  of  Offences  committed  in  the  East  Indies”;  and  direct  that  vou 
take  the  most  effectual  measures  to  circulate  the  same  throughout  the 

O 

districts  under  your  authority. 

2.  We  shall  shortly  advise  you  of  the  several  appointments  and 
arrangements  which  are  to  be  made  in  consequence  of  this  Act.  In  the 
mean  time  you  will  continue  to  exert  yourselves  to  the  utmost  of  your 
power  for  the  advantage  of  your  employers. 

3.  On  the  3rd  instant  we  received,  by  the  way  of  Bussorah,  a  letter 
from  Messrs.  Staunton  and  Huddleston  dated  at  Tellicherry  the  17th 
March  last,  with  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  Company  and  the 
Nabob  Tippoo  Sultan  Behauder  concluded  the  nth  of  that  month. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Court  of 
Directors  of  the  United 
East  India  Company. 

East  India  House,  Thos.  Morton, 

London  the  20th  August  1784.  Secretary. 

General  Letter  from  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Dated  20th  August  1784. 

Received  25th  February  1785  per  Lizard . 
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LETTER  DATED  io  SEPTEMBER  1784 


Macartney  appoint ed  Governor  of  Madras ,  and  Boddanij  Governor 
of  Bombay . 


oUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 


1.  In  consequence  of  the  late  Act  of  Parliament,  herewith  trans¬ 
mitted,  we  have  appointed  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Macartney  to  be 
President  and  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Alexander  Davidson  and 
James  Daniel  Esquires  to  be  Counsellors  of  the  said  settlement  or 
Presidency.  And  we  have  also  appointed  Mr.  Sadlier  to  the  Chiefship 
of  Masulipatam  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Daniel. 
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2.  We  have  likewise  appointed  Rawson  Hart  Boddam  Esqr.  to  be 
Governor,  and  Robert  Sparks  and  Richard  Church  Esquires  to  be  the 
two  Counsellors  of  our  Presidency  of  Bombay;  and  we  have  thought  it 
of  importance  to  give  you  .the  earliest  notice  of  such  appointments  that 
the  purposes  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  may  be  carried  into  execution. 

We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Nath.  Smith/W.  Devaynes/L.  Suli- 
-  van  /  Geo.  Johnston  /  J.  Manship  / 

Thos.  Parry /F.  Baring/ Richard  At- 
kinson/Edm.  Boehm/Step.  Lushing- 
ton  /  Hugh  Inglis  /  John  Hunter  / 
Joseph  Sparkes/Paul  Le  Mesurier/ 
London,  Jno.  Michie/ Samuel  Smith  junior/ 

the  10th  September  1784.  John  Motteux. 

General  Letter  from  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Dated  10th  September j  1784. 

Received  25th  February  1785  per  Lizard . 
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LETTER  DATED  9  DECEMBER  1784 

Members  erf  the  Committee  of  Secrecy — copies  of  maps,  charts  and  plans 
to  be  sent  to  England — persons  appointed  to  reversionary  stations  in  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  receive  junior  merchant’s  pay — the  jurisdiction  of 
Bengal  and  Madras  Governments  fixed  by  law — representations  from  Indian 
rulers  to  be  sent  through  the  subordinate  Governments  with  whom  the 
rulers  may  be  connected — Governor  General  and  members  of  the  Supreme 
Council  thanked  by  the  Court  for  their  services  during  the  late  war — David 

Anderson’s  successful  negotiations  at  the  Maratha  Court-— Bombay’s  finan¬ 
cial  distress. 

QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  We  wrote  to  you  overland  under  date  the  15th  June,  20th  August 
and  10th  September;  transcripts  of  those  letters  are  forwarded  herewith. 

2.  Since  our  letter  of  the  15th  June  last,  we  have  received  the  follow¬ 
ing  advices  from  your  Presidency,  viz., 

.  General  Letters  dated  the  30th  December  1783,  19th  January, 
9th,  16th  and  28th  February  1784. 
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Secret  Letters  dated  the  31st  December  1783,  15th  January,  yt 
16th  and  58th  February  1784. 

Revenue  Letters  dated  the  19th  January  and  gth  February  178 

Letters  from  the  Governor  General  dated  the  28th  Novemb 
and  16th  December  1783,  1st  January  and  21st  February  1784. 

Letters  from  the  Board  of  Trade  dated  the  29th  and  30 
December  1783,  17th,  22nd  and  30th  January,  10th  and  24 
February  1784. 

3.  We  cannot  by  the  present  dispatch  reply  to  the  whole  of  t3 
above  advices,  but  shall  take  a  very  early  opportunity  of  giving  o 
orders  and  directions,  in  such  parts  of  them  as  may  demand  our  attentic 
and  are  not  adverted  to  in  the  present  dispatch. 

4.  The  following  ships  are  taken  up  in  part  of  the  number  intendi 
to  be  sent  to  the  East  Indies  and  China  in  the  ensuing  season,  viz., 


Tons 

Locko 

758 

Captain  John  Baird 

China 

General  Coofe 

755 

St.  Helena  and 

China 

Raymond 

755 

Henry  Smedley 

St.  Helena  and 

Bencoolen 

Asia 

758 

Robert  Maw 

Bencoolen  and 

China 

Houghton  ... 

755 

Captain  James  Munro 

Madeira,  Coast  an 

» 

Osterley 

758 

Samuel  Rogers  j 

China 

Essex 

758 

John  S trover  *1 

Coast  and  China 

Win  1  erf  on  ... 

755 

Raymond  Snow  j 

Montagu 

755 

Thomas  Brettell  *j 

1  Madeira,  Coast  an 

Dublin 

755 

William  Smith  < 

Bay 

Rodney 

755 

Henry  Wakeman 

Deptford 

755 

James  Elkington 

>  Coast  and  Bay 

Dutton 

755 

James  West 

Francis 

755 

James  Urmston 

f 

King  George 

755 

Jonathan  Court 

Bombay  and  Benj 

[ .  *  •  •  J  *  •  • 

755 

Honourable  Willm. 

Madeira  and 

Elphinstone 

Bombay 

Northumber¬ 

land 

755 

James  Rees 

Bombay 

5.  All  the  above  ships  are  taken  up  at  £28  per  ton  freight  to  Chi 

direct.  Coast  and  China  and  Bencoolen,  £29  per  ton  freight  to  Bomb 
and  £30  per  ton  freight  to  Coast  and  Bay.  In  most  other  respects  tl 
are  entertained  on  the  same  terms  as  the  ships  of  last  season,  as  v 
appear  by  a  reference  to  their  respective  charterparties. 
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6.  In  addition  to  the  ships  beforementioned  we  have  fitted  out  the 
Company’s  ship  Britannia ,  Captain  Edward  Gumming,  burthen  770  tons, 
for  a  voyage  to  Coast  and  China. 

7.  The  quantity  of  saltpetre  to  be  exported  from  our  several 
Presidencies,  by  the  returning  ships  of  this  season,  must  be  the  same 
as  directed  by  our  letter  of  the  11th  of  January  1781,  the  Company 
continuing  the  same  agreement  with  the  owners  of  shipping  for  that 
purpose. 

8.  We  have  appointed  Nathaniel  Smith  Esqr.  our  Chairman, 
William  Devaynes  Esqr.  our  Deputy  Chairman  together  with  John 
Manship,  John  Michie,  Laurence  Sulivan  and  John  Woodhouse  Esqrs. 
to  be  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  for  giving  the  necessary  directions  respect¬ 
ing  the  safety  of  the  Company’s  shipping.  The  orders  therefore  of  any 
three  of  the  said  Committee  respecting  the  same  must  be  obeyed  with 
the  greatest  punctuality. 

9.  In  the  6th  paragraph  of  our  letter  dated  the  5th  of  February  1777, 
we  acquainted  you  with  our  resolution  of  encreasing  the  allowance  to  be 
paid  into  the  Company’s  treasuries  in  India  by  the  commanders  and 
officers  of  our  freighted  ships,  on  account  of  the  produce  of  their  licensed 
adventures,  to  £8000  for  each  ship;  but  it  being  indispensably  necessary, 
in  the  present  situation  of  the  Company’s  affairs,  to  limit  as  much  as 
possible  the  amount  of  drafts  to  be  drawn  from  their  several  Presidencies, 
we  have  determined  to  revoke  the  said  resolution,  and  accordingly  direcL 
that  in  future  the  commanders  and  officers  be  restricted  to  the  sum  of 
£5000,  to  be  paid  in  for  certificates  for  each  respective  ship.  And  in 
granting  such  certificates  you  are  to  be  governed  by  our  orders  of  the 
15th  December  1775  and  the  10th  of  September  1783. 

10.  We  have  permitted  Major  Alexander  Mackenzie  to  return  to 
our  military  establishment  at  your  Presidency.  We  have  not  thought 
proper  to  restore  him  to  his  full  rank,  but  have  granted  him  a  commission 
to  take  rank  as  lieutenant  colonel  from  the  15th  of  September,  1779,  which 
will  make  him  the  eldest  lieutenant  colonel,  agreeably  to  the  list  of  officers 
received  from  your  Presidency  by  the  Nurbudda .  He  proceeded  on  the 
Danish  ship  Hussar . 

11.  The  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  having  advanced 
Dennis  Weldon  and  John  Smith,  cadets  for  your  Presidency,  who  were 
saved  from  the  Duke  of  Athol  when  that  ship  was  unfortunately  blown 
up  in  Madras  Road,  50  pagodas  each,  and  ordered  them  a  passage  on 
the  first  Company  s  ship  which  should  sail  for  Bengal,  in  consideration 
of  the  peculiar  hardships  and  sufferings  of  their  situation  we  direct  that 
Messrs.  Weldon  and  Smith  be  excused  the  repayment  of  the  sum  so 
advanced  to  each  of  them,  and  should  they  have  entered  into  obligations 
for  that  purpose  that  the  same  be  immediately  cancelled. 

12.  The  following  persons  have  been  appointed  cadets  for  your 
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Presidency  on  the  lists  of  the  season  of  1785,  in  the  room  and  with 
the  rank  of  others  undermentioned,  viz. 

For  the  infantry 

Benjamin  Mee . vice  Richard  Milford 

For  the  artillery 

James  Alexander . vice  John  Williams 

13.  Mr.  George  Gordon,  a  cadet  for  your  Presidency  of  the  season 
1785,  is  permitted  to  proceed  to  his  appointment  on  hoard  one  of  His 
Majesty’s  ships. 

14.  Mr.  Hugh  Mackav  is  permitted  to  return  to  India  to  settle  his 
affairs. 

15.  The  following  persons  have  our  license  to  proceed  to  and 
remain  in  the  East  Indies  under  free  mariners’  indentures,  viz.,  Charles 
Carter,  Thomas  Crawley,  John  Spriggs,  John  Meares,  James  Buck. 

16.  We  have  also  permitted  Lieutenant  Richard  Bruere,  of  His 
Majesty’s  Navy,  who  is  in  India,  to  remain  there  two  years  as  a  free 
mariner  on  his  entering  into  the  usual  covenants. 

17.  We  have  received  a  petition  from  Donald  Cuming  at  Fort  St. 
George  for  permission  to  proceed  to  and  remain  in  Bengal  with  some 
employ  in  the  Company’s  service;  we  have  resolved  not  to  comply  there¬ 
with,  and  as  Mr.  Cuming  has  not  our  license  to  remain  in  India,  we 
direct,  in  case  he  should  be  at  your  Presidency,  that  you  cause  him  to 
return  to  England  by  the  first  opportunity. 

18.  Mr.  John  Smart,  miniature  painter,  and  Messrs.  Ozias  Humphrey 
and  Francis  Wheatley,  portrait  painters,  have  our  leave  to  proceed  to 
India  to  practise  in  their  respective  professions. 

19.  The  intention  of  the  orders  contained  in  our  letters  to  you, 
dated  the  57th  of  May  1779  and  the  15th  of  January  1783,  respecting 
charts,  plans  etc.,  was  that  the  Company  should  have  in  England  copies 
of  every  thing  relative  to  the  geography  or  navigation  of  India  that  could 
be  obtained  or  had  been  laid  down  from  surveys  made  at  the  Company’s 
expence,  that  we  might  have  all  the  information  possible  before  us,  and 
that  those  materials  should  be  secured  against  any  accident  which  mighi 
deprive  the  Company  of  information  obtained  at  so  much  expence;  the 
informations  to  be  had  from  printed  books  did  not  come  within  oui 
view,  nor  did  we  mean  to  put!  a  stop  to  the  laudable  pursuits  after  know 
ledge  of  Captain  Call  or  any  other  of  our  servants  abroad,  but  no  objeci 
of  that  or  any  kind  must  be  admitted  as  an  excuse  for  neglecting  01 
postponing  to  send  to  us  copies  of  all  maps,  charts,  plans,  surveys,  routes 
journals,  or  other  nautical  or  geographical  information  not  already  pub 
lished.  The  loss  of  the  Diligent's  log  book  demonstrates  the  propriety 
of  this  order,  could  any  testimony  be  wanting.  To  facilitate  the  opera 
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tion  of  making  copies  of  the  various  maps  etc.,  we  purposely  sent  oil 
paper  with  which  any  person  could  have  traced  them;  we  want  exact 
and  not  finely  finished  copies,  and  the  surveyor  had  nothing  incumbent 
on  him  but  to  see  that  the  copies  were  done  with  accuracy.  We  therefore 
again  repeat  our  directions  that  copies  of  all  maps,  charts,  plans,  surveys, 
journals,  routes  or  other  nautical  and  geographical  information,  not 
already  published,  be  sent  to  us  forthwith;  and  that  you  order  a  catalogue 
of  all  mss.  of  this  nature,  in  possession  of  the  surveyor  or  other  officers, 
to  be  sent  to  us  in  triplicate  by  the  earliest  conveyances. 

so.  By  the  above  we  do  not  mean  any  military  plans  which  may 
be  deemed  improper  to  trust  to  precarious  conveyances. 

21.  On  the  30th  of  July  our  Secretary  wrote  to  Mr.  William  Digges 
Latouche,  Resident  at  Bussora,  acquainting  him  that  the  definitive  treaty 
with  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  was  signed  the  20th  of 
May  last,  and  that  the  ratifications  thereof  were  exchanged  on  that  day, 
and  desiring  him  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  several  Presidencies  in 
India;  we  now  transmit  you  copies  of  His  Majesty’s  proclamation  of  that 
event. 


22.  In  reply  to  your  General  Letter  dated  the  33rd  of  October  1783 
respecting  the  rank  of  several  cadets  who  had  arrived  at  your  Presidency 
and  produced  certificates  of  their  appointments,  and  of  whom  no  notice 
had  been  taken  in  the  lists  of  cadets  which  you  had  received,  we  transmit 
lists  of  the  cadets  which  were  appointed  for  your  Presidency  in  the 
seasons  of  1779,  1780,  1781  and  1782,  and  direct  that  they  do  rank  in 
our  army  agreably  to  the  rank  which  is  assigned  to  them  respectively 
in  the  said  lists. 

23.  For  your  further  information  we  transmit  a  copy  of  the  list 
of  cadets,  referred  to  in  your  aboveilientioned  letter,  against  whose  names 
we  have  expressed  the  rank  assigned  to  them  respectively. 

24.  We  observe  with  great  surprize  by  your  General  Letter  dated  the 
9th  February  last  that  you  had  thought  proper  to  make  it  a  standing  rule 
that  all  servants  of  the  Company  appointed  to  reversionary  stations  in 
the  Board  of  Trade  should  be  allowed  to  draw  the  salaries  which  they 
would  be  entitled  to  were  they  members  of  that  Board  until  you  should 
receive  our  commands  upon  the  subject;  we  cannot  avoid  expressing  our 
disapprobation  of  the  resolution  in  question,  by  which  we  should  be 
subjected  to  a  considerable  and  indefinite  expense,  and  we  therefore  direct 
that  the  standing  rule  beforementioned  be  annulled  immediately  upon 
receipt  of  this  letter,  and  that  persons  appointed  to  reversionary  stations 
in  the  Board  of  Trade  be  paid  the  salary  and  allowances  of  a  junior 
merchant  only. 

25.  It  is  our  further  pleasure  that  all  allowances  granted  to 
Mr.  Bateman  or  any  other  person,  in  consequence  of  the  rule  established 
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by  you,  as  before  stated,  do  forthwith  cease  and  determine  upon  the 
arri\al  of  this  our  order  at  Fort  William;  and  we  cannot  omit  advening 
to  the  impropriety,  which  occurs  in  this  case,  of  grounding  a  general 
order  upon  the  particular  instance  of  Mr.  Bateman.  From  a  regard  to  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  distress  attending  his  case  we  have  not  ordered 
a  reimbursement  to  be  made  of  the  sums  he  may  have  received  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  this  order;  if  it  had  not  been  for  this  consideration  we  should 
certainly,  in  that  and  every  other  way,  have  expressed  our  highest  dis¬ 
approbation  of  a  proceeding  so  contrary  to  the  general  spirit  of  our  orders, 
and  so  inconsistent  with  that  economy  essentially  necessary  ior  the  very 
existence  of  our  Government  in  India. 

56.  We  cannot  but  express  our  displeasure  at  the  careless  and 
incorrect  manner  in  which  vour  consultations  are  written.  In  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  General  Department  for  178s  and  1789,  there  are  many 
material  omissions,  blanks  being  left  for  papers  on  which  you  have  passed 
resolutions.  Had  you  adhered  to  our  orders  of  the  23rd  December  1778, 
that  the  consultations  be  fairly  copied  and  examined  before  they  are 
signed,  the  omissions  of  which  we  complain  would  have  been  avoided. 
We  now  repeat  those  orders,  and  direct  that  they  be  observed  in 

future. 

37.  We  have  not  received  any  of  vour  proceedings  as  a  Board  of 
Inspection  of  later  date  than  the  6th  of  November  1780.  Y\e  are  at  a 
loss  for  your  reasons  for  withholding  those  proceedings,  and  as  we  laboi 
under  the  utmost  inconvenience  in  consequence  thereof  we  cannot  but 
express  our  displeasure  thereat.  And  we  hereby  direct  that  your  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  every  department,  to  the  latest  period  possible,  be  sent  by 

each  dispatch,  and  that  compleat  sets  be  forwarded,  so  soon  as  possible 

after  the  conclusion  of  the  year. 

28.  We  are  likewise  obliged  to  complain  of  not  having  received 

your  Persian  correspondence  to  a  later  period  than  the  end  of  the  year 

1781;  such  neglect  must  be  avoided  in  future,  and  the  said  correspondence 
transmitted  as  directed  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

39.  As  you  have  on  several  occasions  neglected  to  send  indexes  with 
the  broken  sets  of  your  consultations  we  hereby  repeat  our  orders  for 
sending  a  copious  index  with  every  such  broken  set  of  your  proceedings, 
as  well  as  a  complete  index  to  the  annual  set  of  your  consultations. 

30.  We  were  preparing  to  give  our  decision  upon  the  point  of 
authority  between  your  Government  and  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St  George, 
respecting  the  orders  issued  by  you  for  the  purpose  of  annulling  t  e 
assignment,  but  the  late  Act  of  Parliament  having  clearly  defined  your 
respective  powers  for  the  time  to  come  we  hold  it  unnecessary  to  come 
to  any  determination  on  questions  which  have  no  longer  any  existence, 
and  our  opinions  on  which  could  afford  you  no  light  for  your  u  ure 

conduct. 
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31.  But  we  find  it  our  indispensible  duty  to  express  to  you  the 
most  positive  direction  that  in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  entrusted 
to  you  by  that  Act  you  avoid  taking  any  step  which  may  tend  to  diminish 
the  weight  of  our  subordinate  governments  with  relation  to  the  powers 
of  India  particularly  connected  with  them. 

33.  We  can  in  no  degree  think  it  right  that  you  should  appoint 
agents  to  act  for  your  Government  independently  of  our  other  settlements 
at  the  Court  of  any  of  the  princes  so  connected  with  them;  or  that  you 
should  receive  agents  from  those  powers  separately  addressed  to  you,  still 
less  should  we  think  such  a  measure  justifiable  if  the  same  person  should 
be  allowed  by  you  to  act  in  both  capacities,  and  more  especi^ly  if  he 
should  be  chosen  from  among  the  inferior  servants  of  that  Government 
whose  dignity  would  thus  be  lessened. 

33.  Whatever  representations  from  the  native  powers  so  connected 
with  our  subordinate  settlements,  whatever  propositions  for  future 
arrangements,  and  above  all  whatever  complaints  against  the  conduct 
of  our  Governments  in  those  settlements  are  made  to  you,  must  be 
transmitted  through  those  Governments  alone;  with  them  you  are  imme¬ 
diately  to  communicate  on  those  subjects,  and  whatever  steps  you  take 
in  consequence  you  are  to  pay  every  attention  to  the  honor  and  dignity 
of  our  servants  placed  by  us  in  high  situations.  This  is  a  line  of  conduct 
due  to  them,  as  well  from  the  character  which  they  derive  from  us  as 
from  the  indispensible  necessity  of  holding  high  in  the  eyes  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  powers  of  India  the  weight  and  authority  of  every  branch  of  the 
British  Government. 

34.  In  the  39th  section  of  the  beforementioned  Act  of  Parliament 
provision  is  made  for  redressing  any  grievances  which  may  exist  amongst 
the  rajahs,  zemindars,  polygars,  talookdars,  and  other  native  landholders 
within  the  British  territories  in  India;  and  we  think  it  proper,  by  this 
earliest  opportunity,  to  inform  you  that  those  provisions  will,  as  they 
merit,  obtain  our  very  early  attention  and  we  will  then  transmit  to  you 
at  large  our  sentiments  on  that  subject. 

35.  And  as  we  are  required  within  14  days  after  the  commencement 
of  every  session  of  Parliament  to  lay  before  the  two  houses  of  Parliament 
a  perfect  list  of  all  offices,  places  and  emoluments  in  the  civil  and  military 
establishments  of  the  Company  in  the  Bast  Indies,  with  the  salaries  or 
pay  and  emoluments  belonging  thereto,  we  direct  that  lists,  conform¬ 
able  to  the  above,  be  regularly  transmitted  to  us  from  our  several 
settlements. 

36.  We  have  put  on.  board  the  Fox  1000  ounces  of  foreign  silver 
foi  the  use  of  that  vessel  in  case  she  should  be  obliged  to  put  into  any 
foreign  ports  for  refreshments  or  repairs  during  the  voyage,  for  which 
Captain  Corner  is  to  account  on  his  arrival  in  India. 

37-  Mr,,  Edward  Maxwell,  Counsellor  at  Law,  who  carried  out  the 
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intelligence  of  the  peace  to  India  so  opportunely,  lias  our  permission  to 
remain  in  India  to  practise  in  his  profession;  and  by  the  Fox  we  transmit 
covenants  to  be  executed  by  Mr.  Maxwell,  which  must  be  returned  to 
us  by  the  first  opportunity. 

38.  The  General  Court  of  Proprietors  on  the  7th  November  1783 
came  to  the  following  resolution,  viz., 

“  Resolved  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Court,  that  Warren  Hastings 
Esqr.,  Governor  General  of  Bengal,  and  the  other  Members  of  the 
Supreme  Council  have  displayed  uncommon  zeal,  ability,  and  exertion 
in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Company  during  the 
late  hostilities  in  India,  particularly  in  finding  resources  for  supporting 
the  war  in  the  Carnatic  under  so  many  pressing  difficulties  when  that 
country  was  in  danger  of  being  lost,  through  the  successful  irruption  of 
Hvder  Ally  Cawn,  aided  by  the  powerful  assistance  of  the  French,  and 
also  in  concluding  the  late  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Marattas  at  a  period 
so  critical,  and  on  terms  so  honorable  and  advantageous  to  the  permanent 
interests  of  the  Company.” 

“  Resolved  therefore  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  given  to  Warren 
Hastings  Esqr.,  Governor  General,  and  the  other  Members  of  the  Supreme 
Council,  for  the  above  specified  great  and  distinguished  services,  and 
further  that  this  Court  doth  request  the  said  Warren  Hastings  Esqr., 
Governor  General,  not  to  resign  the  station  he  now  holds,  until  the 
tranquility  of  our  possessions  in  India  shall  be  restored,  and  the  arrange¬ 
ments  necessary  upon  the  re-establishment  of  peace  shall  have  taken 
place.” 

39.  It  was  the  wish  of  the  Court  of  Directors  to  have  transmitted 
immediately  to  Bengal  these  grateful  acknowledgements  of  their  con¬ 
stituents  to  men  who  had  served  them  so  essentially,  but  the  Directors 
were  restrained  by  a  letter  from  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
ground  that  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Company  were  to  be  laid  before 
Parliament.  As  in  consequence  of  the  late  Act  of  Parliament,  this  restric¬ 
tion  is  no  longer  in  force  we  now  think  it  our  duty  to  transmit  to  you 
the  above  resolution  by  the  first  dispatch. 

40.  We  have  appointed  Lieutenant  General  Robert  Sloper  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  Company's  forces  in  the  East  Indies. 

41.  We  have  great  satisfaction  in  communicating  to  you  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolutions,  which  we  came  to  on  the  20th  of  October,  viz., 

“  As  peace  and  tranquility  are  now  perfectly  established  throughout 
India,  and  this  Court  being  sensible  that  this  happy  event  has  been 
principally  owing  to  the  very  able  and  spirited  exertions  of  our  Gov¬ 
ernor  General,  and  of  our  Supreme  Council.” 

“  Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  conveyed 
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10  Warten  Hastings  Esquire  for  his  firm,  unwearied,  and  successful 
endeavors  in  procuring  the  late  peace  with  the  several  powers  in  India/’ 

"  Resolved  unanimously  that  the  thanks  of  this  Court  be  conveyed 
to  the  Supreme  Council,  for  the  assistance  they  have  given  in  restoring 
our  affairs  in  India  to  the  happy  situation  of  tranquility/’ 

“  Resolved  unanimously  that  our  Governor  General  and  Council  be 
directed  to  inform  Mr.  David  Anderson  that  this  Court  entertain  a  proper 
sense  of  his  masterly  conduct  in  negotiating  with  the  Maratta  powers; 
and  that  they  shall  rank  him  among  those  who  may  have  claim  to  their 
favor/’ 

42.  Having  received  information  that  Mr.  Thomas  Wilkinson,  a 
factor  of  the  Bombay  establishment,  and  Mr.  Charles  Boddam,  a  writer 
of  the  Bengal  establishment,  are  desirous  of  exchanging  their  respective 
ranks  and  situations  with  each  other,  we  have  removed  Mr.  Wilkinson 
to  Bengal  in  the  room  and  with  the  rank  of  Mr.  Boddam,  and  it  is  our 
order  that  you  acquaint  Mr.  Boddam  therewith,  should  he  be  at  your 
Presidency,  and  direct  him  to  proceed  to  the  rank  we  have  assigned  him 
at  Bombay. 

43.  We  transmit  by  the  Fox  packet,  the  vessel  whereon  General 
Sloper  embarks,  copy  of  the  commission  we  have  granted  him  as  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  Company’s  forces  in  the  East  Indies  and  one 
of  the  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

44.  We  have  permitted  General  Sloper  to  take  with  him,  on  board 
the  Fox  packet,  Captain  Charles  Merry  and  Ensign  Granby  Sloper  as 
his  aids  de  camp ,  also  Edward  Whitewell  Esqr.  as  his  secretary,  and  the 
Reverend  William  Goddard  as  his  chaplain.  A  list  of  the  General’s 
family  proceeding  with  him  is  enclosed. 

45.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honorable  Lord 
Sydney,  one  of  His  Majesty’s  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  a  copy  whereof 
is  enclosed,  acquainting  us  that  Lieutenant  General  Sloper  will  be  fur¬ 
nished  with  a  letter  of  service  from  the  King,  which  will  give  effect  and 
operation  to  his  commission  of  lieutenant  general,  and  entitle  him  to 
exercise  the  command  appertaining  to  that  rank  among  His  Majesty’s 
troops  in  the  East  Indies,  so  long  only  as  he  shall  continue  in  the  service 
of  the  Company,  and  that  when  he  shall  cease  to  be  in  that  employment 
his  right  of  commanding,  or  serving  with  His  Majesty’s  forces  in  the 
East  Indies,  shall  likewise  determine,  and  that  upon  such  event,  or  in 
case  of  his  death  or  absence  from  India,  the  particular  command  of  the 
Kings  forces  devolves  of  course  on  the  next  senior  officer  thereof,  who 
may  at  the  time  be  serving  in  India  by  His  Majesty’s  order. 

46.  We  are  further  informed,  by  the  said  letter,  that  Lieutenant 
General  Sloper  will  also  be  invested  with  powers  to  assemble  a  court 
martial,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  his  arrival  within  the 
Presidency  of  Fort  St,  George  for  the  tryal  of  Major  General  Sir  John 
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Burgoyne  upon  the  charges  which  ha\e  been  exhibited  against  him,  and 
that  he  will  also  be  empowered  to  try  any  other  officers  against  whom 
any  charges  may  have  been  brought  lor  crimes  committed  before  his 
arrival  in  India. 


47.  Lord  Sydney’s  letter  likewise  mentions  that  as  the  number  of 
His  Majesty’s  troops  by  the  return  of  the  live  battalions  which  are  now 
supposed  to  be  embarked,  and  on  their  passage  to  Europe,  will  be  \ery 
considerably  diminished  it  seems  expedient  that  the  King's  three  major 
generals,  now  serving  in  India,  should  be  ordered  to  return  home,  and 
that  upon  that  subject  His  Majesty's  commands  will  be  taken  before  the 
departure  of  General  Sloper. 


|8.  His  Lordship's  letter  concludes  with  hoping  that  these  arrange¬ 
ments  will  tend,  in  some  degree,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  consequences  of  the 
late  dissentions  upon  the  coast  of  Coromandel;  and  that  as  the  King's 
servants  intend  to  resume  the  consideration  of  the  military  establishments 
in  India  without  delay  His  Lordship  has  some  reason  to  believe  that 
before  the  next  ship,  after  the  packet,  shall  be  ready  to  depart  for  our 
settlements  such  further  regulations  will  be  agreed  upon  as  mav  prevent 
all  future  discontents;  and  that  the  respective  ranks  of  the  King's  and 
Company's  officers  will  be  so  settled  that  neither  party  may  have  reason 
to  complain  of  irregular  and  unusual  promotions. 


49.  Having  received  a  letter  from  the  Select  Committee  at  Bombay, 
dated  the  57th  June  last,  representing  the  magnitude  of  their  bonded 
debt,  and  the  distresses  suffered  by  those  concerned  therein  from  the 
inability  of  that  Presidency  to  discharge  any  part  of  either  principal  or 
interest  thereon,  and  considering  how  much  the  credit  of  the  Company 
and  the  ease  of  individuals  may  suffer  from  so  distressed  a  situation,  we 
do  hereby  direct,  in  the  most  positive  manner,  that  you  exert  yourselves 
in  remitting  annually  to  that  Presidency  whatever  can  be  spared  towards 
the  payment  of  the  interest  on  their  bonded  debt. 


We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 
Nathl.  Smith/ W.  Bevaynes/L.  Suli- 
van/John  Manship/Jn.  Woodhouse/ 
W.  Bensley  /  Jno.  Michie  /  George 
Tatem/Paul  Le  Mesurier/ John  Mot- 
teux/ Joseph  Sparkes/Edmd.  Boehm/ 
F.  Baring  /  Hugh  Inglis  /  Stephen 
London,  Lushington/R.  Hall/ John  Hunter/ 

the  9th  December  1784.  J.  Smith/Thos.  Parry. 

Copy 

Company's  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No.  1. 

Received  per  Fox  packet  13th  June  ’85. 
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LETTER  DATED  io  DECEMBER  1784 

Peaceful  relations  must  be  maintained  with  Indian  powers-Browne , 
Resident  at  Delhi ,  censured-liquidation  of  the  Nawab  of  Arcol  s  debt- 
assistance  to  General  Sloper  for  removing  abuses  in  the  army. 


qUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort 


William  in  Bengal. 


1  We  have  received  a  letter  from  our  Governor  General  dated 
Lucknow  30th  April  1784,  with  a  postscript  dated  13th  May. 

st.  It  is  our  intention  to  give  the  earliest  consideration  to  the  several 
important  points  which  form  the  subject  of  this  letter,  but  as  we  aie 
anxious  not  to  delay  the  sailing  of  the  vessel  which  carries  these  dispatches 
we  shall,  in  the  present  moment,  content  ourselves  with  expressing  to 
vou  our  fixed  and  unalterable  determination  to  abide  by  the  just  and 
pacific  svstem  respecting  the  native  princes  of  India  which  the  late  Act 
of  Parliament  has  pointed  out  to  us,  acquainting  you  that  any  deviation 
from  it,  in  the  conduct  of  our  servants,  will  not  fail  to  incur  our  highest 

displeasure. 

3.  We  find  it  necessary  to  require  tou  to  transmit  to  us 
a  distinct  account  of  the  proceedings  of  our  Governor  General  at 
Lucknow,  and  also  the  whole  ’correspondence  between  the  Governor 
General  and  Major  Brown1  from  the  time  of  the  first  appointment  of 
the  latter  to  reside  at  the  court  of  Delhi  down  to  the  latest  period. 

4.  We  do  not  think  proper,  at  present,  to  decide  ultimately  on  the 
transactions  relative  to  this  appointment,  but  if  it  shall  appear  to  us, 
on  a  view  of  the  whole  correspondence,  that  Major  Browne  has  entered 
into  any  engagements  with  the  court  of  Delhi  without  sufficient  authority 
for  that  purpose  it  is  our  determination  to  dismiss  him  from  our  service 
for  so  manifest  a  breach  of  his  duty,  and  we  direct  you  to  notify  this  to 
him  in  order  that  he  may  furnish  us  with  such  materials  as  he  shall 
judge  necessary  for  his  vindication.  And  we  particularly  guard  you,  in 
the  meantime,  against  entering  into  any  connection  with  that  court  which 
may  eventually  engage  us  to  afford  military  assistance  to  the  King  Shah 
Allum. 

5.  We  cannot  close  this  subject  without  expressing  the  great  satis¬ 
faction  we  feel  at  the  payment  of  so  large  a  share  of  the  Nabob's  debt, 
stated  to  be  made  without  adding  to  the  distresses  of  those  provinces, 
and  we  trust  that  such  wise  and  temperate  regulations  will  be  adopted 
by  our  Governor  General  as  may  ensure  a  proper  and  speedy  liquida¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  with  a  due  attention  to  the  above  important  consi¬ 
deration. 
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6.  The  Right  Hon’ble  the  Secretan  .it  War  has  communicated  to 
us  tie  copv  of  a  letter  which,  b\  His  Majeslv’s  commands,  he  has  written 
to  Lieutenant  General  Sloper  recommending,  to  his  particular  attention, 
the  means  of  preserving  the  health  of  His  Majesty’s  forces,  and  the 
management  of  the  general  and  regimental  hospitals,  directing  him  to 
make  everv  enquir\  in  his  powei  into  the  causes  of  the  sickness  and 
consequent  mortality,  which  for  sometime  past  have  prevailed  among 
His  Majestv’s  troops  in  India,  and  to  do  his  utmost  to  put  an  end  to  the 
abuses  which  have  arisen  from  an  excessive  use  of  spirituous  liquors 
among  the  soldiery  and  the  profits  thereby  resulting  to  the  officers  com¬ 
manding  at  certain  stations. 


7.  In  order  to  second  His  Majesty's  most  gracious  intentions  herein, 
and  as  the  subject  appears  of  equal  importance  to  the  Gompam’s  forces* 
we  herebv  direct  that  \ou  give  everv  aid  and  assistance  to  Lieutenant 
General  Sloper,  and  co-operate  with  him  in  his  endeavours  to  suppress 
the  abuses  that,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  think,  have  prevailed  both 
in  the  King’s  and  Company’s  service,  as  well  in  the  field  and  garrison 
as  in  the  general  and  regimental  hospitals,  to  the  subversion  of  good 
discipline  among  the  troops  and,  in  too  many-  instances,  to  the  destruction 
of  the  health  of  the  soldierv. 


8.  For  your  further  information  herein  we  enclose  you  a  copy  of 
the  beforementioned  letter,  and  of  that  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to 
our  Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman  which  accompanied  it. 

We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Nathl.  Smith  /W.  Devavnes/L. 
Sulivan  /  J.  Manship  /  {ohn  Wood- 
house  /Jno  Michie/John  Motteux/ 
George  Tatem/Edm.  Boehm/ John 
Hunter  /Thos.  Parry  /  W.  Bensley  / 
London,  Paul  Le  Mesurier/Hugh  Inglis/F, 

the  10th  December  1784.  Baring/R.  Hall/Step.  Lushington. 

Copy 

Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No,  57. 
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LETTER  DATED  it  JANUARY  1785 

Measures  to  prevent  fot  getter  of  bilh  of  exchange . 

Gentlemen, 

[1]  I  have  received  the  commands  of  the  Court  of  Directors 
to  acquaint  you  that  in  order  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  any 


i8o 


LETTER  FROM  COURT 


future  forgeries  of  bills  of  exchange  or  certificates,  by  which  the 
Company  have  recently  suffered,  they  have  caused  a  new  and  parti¬ 
cular  sort  of  paper  to  be  manufactured  for  the  sole  purpose  of  drawing 
bills  of  exchange  and  certificates,  bearing  the  name  of  East  India 
Company,  as  also  James  Whatman,  maker,  in  water  marks,  each  sheet 
being  sufficient  to  contain  six  bills  or  certificates;  of  this  paper  a  box 
containing  2,000  sets,  directed  to  the  Governor  General  only,  is  sent  on 
the  ship  Montagu  undei  the  special  care  of  Captain  Thomas  Brettell, 
the  commander,  who  will  himself  see  it  safely  delivered. 


[2]  And  the  Court  direct  that  the  paper,  beforemcniionecl,  be 
delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  officer  whom  the  Governor  General  and 
Council  shall  think  most  proper,  to  be  by  him  issued  for  the  purpose 
of  drawing  bills  and  certificates  only,  and  that  such  person  or  persons 
to  whom  the  same  shall  be  issued,  for  the  beforementioned  purposes, 
shall  account  to  the  proper  officer,  who  shall  have  the  care  of  such  paper, 
for  the  use  of  such  quantity  as  he  may  receive,  which  quantity  is  only 
to  be  delivered  from  time  to  time  in  exact  conformity  to  the  number  of 
bills  and  certificates  to  be  drawn  at  any  one  period,  and  that  if  any  of 
the  said  paper  should  be  rendered  useless  by  accident  the  same  must  be 
returned  to  the  officer  by  whom  it  was  issued,  previous  to  any  other  being 
delivered  in  lieu  thereof;  and  it  is  the  Court’s  positive  order  that  no 
excuse  be  admitted  for  the  loss  of  any  of  the  paper  beforementioned 
from  any  person  who  may  have  been  in  possession  thereof. 


I  am  very  respectfully, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

East  India  House,  Thos.  Morton, 

London  the  11th  January  1785.  Secretary. 


The  Hon’ble  the  Governor  General  and  Council  at 

Fort  William  in  Bengal. 
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LETTER  DATED  27  JANUARY  1785 

Measures  to  protect  stationery  on  way  to  India — Captain  William 
Kirkpatrick’s  new  Hindi  grammar — Bailing  appomted  Commander  in 
Chief  of  Madras. 

Our  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  last  letters  to  you  were  dated  the  9th  and  10th  of  December 
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last,  and  transmitted  in  liiplicate  by  the  Fox  packet.  His  Majesty's  sloop 
Cygnet  and  the  ship  Ft  anas. 

2.  By  the  ship  Eail  of  Oxford  we  leceived  the  following  advices  from 
\our  Presidency,  viz., 

j  7 

General  Letter  dated  15th  March  1784. 

Secret  Letter  dated  the  same  da\. 

Revenue  Letter  dated  the  13th  March  178  j. 

Re\enue  Law  Letter  dated  the  same  day 

Letter  in  the  Foreign  Department  dated  the  16th  March  1784 
Letter  from  the  Board  ol  Trade  dated  the  15th  March  1784. 

3.  We  shall  take  an  earl)  opportunity  of  giving  om  orders  and 
directions  on  such  paits  of  those  achices  as  inav  appear  to  demand  our 
attention. 

4.  In  addition  to  the  ships  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  the  9th 
ultimo  we  have  enteuained  the  undenneiuioned  upon  the  same  terms 
as  the  otheis,  and  consigned  them  to  China  diiect,  viz., 


Lasceiles 

Tons 

758 

Captain 

Thomas  Wakefield 

Geneial  Elliot 

755 

Do. 

Robert  Drummond 

Atlas 

758 

Do. 

Allen  Cooper 

Banvell 

100 

Do. 

Robert  Carr 

Bush  ridge 

755 

Do. 

John  Robertson 

5.  We  have  directed  the  commanders  of  the  ships  Houghton , 
Osleiley ,  Montagu >  Dublin  and  Duke  of  Mon  hose  to  call  at  Madeira 
to  receive  400  pipes  of  wine  for  the  use  of  our  Presidencies  of  Bengal, 
Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  180  whereof  are  intended  for  your 
Presidency,  the  invokes  and  bills  of  lading  of  which  vou  will  receive 
from  our  correspondents  at  that  island,  and  vou  must  advise  us  of  the 
quality  and  leakage  thereof. 

6.  We  have  also  directed  Messrs.  Scott,  Pringle  &:  Co.  to  furnish 
our  supracargos  at  Canton  with  six  pipes  of  Madeira  wine. 

7.  The  consignments  to  our  several  Presidencies  in  India  and  to 
China,  this  season,  will  principally  consist  of  the  following  particulars,  viz., 

For  Bengal 

Cloth  660  bales,  long  ells  50  bales,  broad  long  ells  40  bales  of 
10  pieces  each,  copper  400  tons  including  22J  tons  of  copper  hoops 
for  powder  barrels,  iron  30  tons,  steel  10  tons. 

For  Fort  St.  George 

Cloth  593  bales,  long  ells  10  bales,  copper  330  tons. 
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For  Bombay 

Cloth  594  bales,  long  ells  90  bales,  broad  long  ells  50  bales  ol 

10  pieces  each,  copper  300  tons,  also  50  tons  lor  sheathing  ships,  lead 

50  tons,  iron  60  tons,  steel  15  tons,  small  arms  (>,500  musquets. 

For  the  Bussora  market 

Cloth  70  bales,  long  ells  29  bales. 

For  Fort  Marlborough 

10  tons  of  fine  iron,  small  arms  250  musquets. 

For  China 

Cloth  1078  bales,  long  ells  1757  bales,  camblets  48  bales  and  lead 

900  tons. 

8.  A  clause  is  inserted  in  the  charterparties  of  our  freighted  ships 
of  this  season  (page  4)  respecting  the  lading  of  the  ships  in  India  and 
China,  to  which  we  require  your  particular  attention  in  the  distribution 
of  cargos  and  assortments  of  goods  for  the  several  ships,  that  each  ship 
may  have  her  charterparty  tonnage  laden  on  board  or  at  least  tendered 
to  her,  so  that  in  case  she  is  not  able,  or  the  commander  shall  refuse 
to  receive  it,  the  owners  may  not  have  any  good  ground  to  plead  an 
exemption  from  payment  of  freight  for  the  deficiency,  on  account  of 
any  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Company. 

9.  Having  made  an  alteration  in  the  privilege  allowed  to  the  com¬ 
manders  and  officers  of  our  ships  in  the  article  of  piece  goods,  of  which 
the  commanders  now  going  out  are  duly  informed  by  a  special  clause 
in  their  instructions,  we  transmit  copies  of  our  resolution  thereupon, 
and  direct  that  you  communicate  the  same  to  the  commanders  and 
officers  of  any  of  our  ships  in  India  who  may  not  have  been  apprized 
thereof,  in  order  that  they  may  conform  thereto. 

10.  An  application  having  been  made  to  us  by  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Navy  to  receive  such  of  His  Majesty  s  naval  stores  as  may  be 
remaining  in  India  and  are  absolutely  fit  and  proper  for  the  Company’s 
service,  and  as  it  does  not  appear  to  us  that  there  can  be  any  objection 
to  our  complying  therewith,  we  direct  you  to  receive  such  stores,  upon 
a  fair  valuation  thereof  being  made  by  such  officers  as  you  shall  think 
proper  to  appoint  for  that  purpose,  and  those  employed  by  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty’s  ships  in  India. 

11.  The  following  persons  have  obtained  our  permission  to  proceed 
to  India  under  free  mariners  indentures,  viz.,  John  Canning,  William 
Douglas,  George  Saunders,  Alexander  Black,  James  Gray,  William  Tip¬ 
ping,  Henry  Noble,  George  Allen,  Samuel  Weller,  Thomas  Warham, 
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Walter  Armstrong,  John  Guise,  William  Rogers,  Francis  Hicks,  David 
Ross,  James  Morrison,  William  Manwaring,  James  Wyard  Gooch, 
Nicholas  Bodkin,  Henry  Lawrie  and  Charles  Moodie. 


13.  We  have  also  permitted  Mr.  Lawrence  Bowden,  who  brought 
home  the  Fortitude  packet,  to  return  to  India  in  his  former  situation 
as  a  free  mariner. 

13.  It  having  been  in  contemplation,  for  some  time  past,  to  adopt 
some  method  for  the  better  security  of  the  Company’s  stationary  sent 
to  India  against  wet  and  damp,  we  have  ordered,  by  wav  of  experiment, 
one  half  of  the  stationary  for  the  Presidencies  of  Bengal,  Fort  St.  George 
and  Bombay  to  be  packed  in  thin  deal  cases  covered  with  copper  sheets 
of  1  lb  to  the  foot  square  and  so  secured  as  to  exclude  all  wet  and  damp, 
and  these  cases  to  be  again  enclosed  in  other  cases  of  the  usual  thickness. 

14.  Upon  the  delivery  in  India  of  those  cases  of  stationary  which 
are  covered  with  copper,  the  stationary  is  to  be  immediately  unpacked 
and  the  copper  removed  from  the  cases,  and  received  into  the  import 
warehouses  upon  the  company's  account,  and  sold,  at  a  future  time, 
with  the  other  manufactured  copper. 

15.  In  order  to  prevent,  as  much  as  possible,  any  future  forgeries 
of  bills  of  exchange  or  certificates,  by  which  the  Company  have  recently 
suffered,  we  have  caused  a  new  and  particular  sort  of  paper  to  be  manu¬ 
factured  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  bills  of  exchange  and  certificates 
only,  bearing  the  name  of  East  India  Company,  as  also  James  Whatman , 
maker ,  in  water  marks,  each  sheet  being  sufficient  to  contain  six  bills 
or  certificates;  of  this  paper  we  send  on  each  of  the  ships  Francis ,  Dublin , 
Rodney  and  Montagu,  a  box  containing  2,000  sets,  directed  to  the 
Governor  General  only  under  the  special  care  of  the  commander,  who  will 
himself  see  it  safely  delivered,  and  we  direct  that  the  paper  before- 

mentioned  be  delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  officer  whom  the  Governor 

* 

General  and  Council  shall  think  most  proper,  to  be  by  him  issued  for 
the  purpose  of  drawing  bills  and  certificates  only,  and  that  such  person 
or  persons  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  issued,  for  the  beforementioned 
purposes,  shall  account  to  the  proper  officer,  who  shall  have  the  care  of 
such  paper,  for  the  use  of  such  quantity  as  he  may  receive,  which  quantity 
shall  only  be  delivered,  from  time  to  time,  in  exact  conformity  to  the 
number  of  bills  and  certificates  to  be  drawn  at  any  one  period;  and 
should  any  of  the  said  paper  be  rendered  useless  by  accident  the  same 
shall  be  returned  to  the  officer  by  whom  it  was  issued  previous  to  any 
other  being  delivered  in  lieu  thereof,  nor  must  any  excuse  be  admitted 
for  the  loss  of  any  of  the  paper  beforementioned  from  any  person  who 
may  have  been  in  possession  thereof. 

16.  Having  this  season  determined  to  permit  necessaries  to  be  sent 
to  our  servants  and  other  persons  in  India  we  transmit  a  copy  of  our 
said  resolution  for  their  information  and  guidance. 
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17-  The  following  gentlemen  are  appointed  our  Council  of  Supra- 
cargos  at  Canton  for  managing  the  Company’s  affairs  in  China  this 
season,  viz.,  Messrs.  William  Henry  Pigou,  Abraham  Roebuck,  Henr\ 
Browne,  John  Harrison,  George  Cuming,  Alexander  Bruce,  Charles 
Edward  Pigou,  Henry  Lane,  David  Lance,  Thomas  Freeman,  Thomas 
Kuyck  Van  Mierop,  William  Fitzhugh.  Richard  Hall,  Samuel  Peach 
and  Hugh  Parkin. 


18.  We  have  permitted  Messrs.  Matthew  Dawson  and  John  Fydell 
to  return  to  their  rank  on  our  civil  establishment  at  your  Presidency 

19.  Mr.  James  Edmiston,  whom  we  appointed  a  writer  for  your 
Presidency  of  the  season  of  1782,  has  our  permission  to  proceed  to  his 
duty,  on  the  ship  Francis ,  without  prejudice  to  his  rank. 

20.  The  undermentioned  military  officers  have  obtained  our  leave 
to  return  to  their  duty  on  our  establishment  at  your  Presidency'  without 
prejudice  to  their  rank,  viz..  Lieutenant  Colonel  Joseph  William  Crabb, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  Stewart,  Major  James  Law,  Captain  George 

Mence,  Captain  William  Kirkpatrick,  Captain  Robert  Kennan  and 
Lieutenant  Robert  Morris. 


21.  Captain  William  Kirkpatrick  having  signified  to  us  that  he 

has  prepared  a  new  grammar  of  the  Hindoo  dialect  which  he  means  to 

publish  in  Bengal,  and  having  represented  that  it  is  a  work  calculated 

for  the  benefit  of  our  servants  in  India,  we  in  conformity  to  his  request 

recommend  the  same  to  your  protection  should  it  be  round  deserving 

°f  U’  a”d.d’rect  that  You  promote  its  success  by  such  countenance  as 
you  shall  judge  due  to  its  utility. 

.  ,S2‘  We  have  permitted  Captain  Kirkpatrick  to  take  Joseph  Cooper 

juruor,  a  printer,  with  him  to  Bengal  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
the  publication  of  the  said  grammar. 

23.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  Daniel  Campbell  to  return  to  his  station 
or  Surgeon  General  at  your  Presidency. 

T,  2t  TjC  Reyerend  John  Owen  has  our  permission  to  proceed  to 
ngal  and  we  direct  that  he  do  succeed  as  youngest  chaplain  on  your 
establishment,  upon  the  first  vacancy.  v  ' 

and  permitted  Mr.  Ross  Jennings  to  proceed  to  Bengal, 

hr.  John  BaS  deceaVd."8,  P"'P°!e  °f  K,tHng  the  nf 

his  own  ^ffairlh°mas  Ly°nS  ^  obtained  lhc  like  permission  to  settle 

follow  "hi^nrnW^  Permitted  Thomas  Daniel  to  proceed  to  Bengal  to 
as  hi  asSsfant  311  and  t0  lake  his  nePhew  with  him 
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28.  The  fi iends  of  Mr.  Schultz,  a  merchant  in  Bengal,  having 
acquainted  us  that  he  is  desirous  of  returning  to  Europe  we  direct  thaL 
you  permit  him  to  take  passage  on  board  one  of  the  Company's  ships. 

29.  We  have  appointed  Lieutenant  General  Sir  John  Balling, 
Baronet,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Company’s  forces  on  the  coast  of 
Coromandel.  He  took  passage  on  the  Britannia ,  which  ship  sailed  from 
Portsmouth  on  the  29th  of  Becember  last.  A  copv  of  his  commission 
is  enclosed. 

30.  Herewith  you  will  also  receive  a  copy  of  the  commission 
appointing  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Macartney’  to  be  President  and 
Governor  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Company’s  forces  on  the 
coast  of  Coromandel  for  the  time  being,  together  with  Alexander  Bavidson 
and  James  Baniel  Esqrs.  to  be  the  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  also  a 
copy  of  the  commission  which  we  have  granted  to  Lord  Macartney  as 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  St.  Geoige 
and  town  of  Madraspatnam. 

31.  Having  granted  permission  to  Mr.  Richard  Tilghman  to  return 
to  his  station  on  our  civil  establishment  at  your  Presidency  on  the  express 
condition  of  his  proceeding  on  one  of  the  ships  of  last  season,  we  have 
now,  in  consequence  of  his  not  having  availed  himself  thereof,  refused 
him  permission  to  return  to  the  Company’s  service. 

32.  But  as  Mr.  Tilghman  formerly  practised  as  a  barrister  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  with  our  leave,  and  still  remains  enrolled 
as  an  advocate  in  that  court,  we  have  permitted  him  to  proceed  to  Bengal, 
on  the  ship  Francis,  to  resume  his  profession  as  a  barrister. 

33.  Captain  Henry  Harvey  of  your  establishment  and  Captain 
Alexander  Wynch  of  the  Fort  St.  George  establishment  having  requested 
our  permission  to  exchange  their  respective  ranks  and  situations  we  have 
agreed  that  Captain  Harvey  be  removed  to  the  Fort  St.  George  establish¬ 
ment  with  a  commission  of  the  same  date  with  that  held  by  Captain 
Wynch  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  to  rank  next  under  Captain  Cornelius 
Grant,  and  that  Captain  Wynch  be  removed  to  your  establishment  with 
a  commission  bearing  similar  date,  and  to  rank  next  under  Captain 
Archibald  Hooke.  Captain  Wynch  proceeds  to  his  station  on  the 
Deptford . 

34.  We  have  received  information  that  Major  John  McGowan  and 
Mr.  Pellegrin  Treves,  who  last  season  proceeded  overland  to  their  stations 
at  your  Presidency,  took  two  women  with  them,  and  as  they  had  not 
our  permission  so  to  do  we  direct  that  you  cause  strict  enquiry  to  be 
made  respecting  that  transaction,  and  if  our  information  shall  appear 
to  be  well  founded  it  is  our  order  that  you  severely  reprimand  Major 
McGowan  and  Mr.  Treves  in  our  name  for  the  same. 


35.  We  further  direct  that  you  cause  the  said  women  to  return 
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to  England  by  the  first  conveyance  after  receipt  of  this  letter  unless  they 
produce  certificates  of  their  being  married,  and  that  the  expense  of  their 
passage  be  defrayed  by  Major  McGowan  and  Mr.  Treves. 

36.  The  friends  of  Captain  Cuthbert  Thornhill  who  has  resided 
many  years  in  India,  and  of  whom  we  entertain  a  very  favorable  opinion, 
have  applied  to  us  to  appoint  him  to  succeed  to  the  post  of  Master 
Attendant  in  Bengal  on  the  death  or  coming  away  of  Mr.  Frederick 
Doveton,  the  present  Master  Attendant  there,  provided  you  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  Mr.  Bowey,  the  person  appointed  by  us  to  succeed  to  the 
Master  Attendantship,  from  age  and  infirmities  is  rendered  incapable  of 
executing  the  duties  of  that  office;  and  as  we  are  well  satisfied  with 
Captain  Thornhill’s  character  and  merits  we  recommend  him  to  you  as 
a  proper  person  for  such  an  office  when  a  vacancy  shall  happen,  and 
shall  be  well  pleased  to  find  that  you  have  taken  the  first  opportunity 
of  providing  for  him  in  a  manner  suitable  to  his  abilities. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Nathl.  Smith/ W.  Devaynes/Jn. 

Woodhouse  /  J.  Manship  /  George 
Tatem  /  E.  Boehm  /  J.  Smith  /  W. 
Bensley/Thos.  Parry/John  Motteux/ 
London,  Jas.  Moffatt/Jno.  Michie/R.  Hall/ 

the  37th  January  1785.  Joseph  Sparkes. 

Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No.  2. 
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LETTER  DATED  10  MARCH  1785 

Macartney  appointed  Governor  Ge?ieral  in  succession  to  Hastings. 

QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Our  Governor  General  having,  in  his  letter  dated  the  30th 
March  1783,  signified  his  earnest  desire  that  we  would  nominate  a 
successor  to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  we  have  appointed  the  Right 
Honourable  George  Lord  Macartney  to  succeed  to  the  Government 

General  of  Bengal  upon  the  death,  removal  or  resignal  ion  of  Warren 
Hastings  Esqr. 

2.  ^  Our  Governor  General  having,  in  his  letter  of  the  20th  March 
1783,  signified  his  earnest  desire  that  we  would  nominate  a  successor  to 
the  Government  of  Bengal,  we  have  accordingly  appointed  Lord 
Macartney  as  successor  to  the  Government  General,  and  having  taken 
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into  consideration  the  long,  faithful  and  able  services  of  Warren  Hastings 
Esqr.,  we  ha\e  unanimously  resolved  ihat  he  be  permitted  to  resign 
the  Government  of  Bengal  agreeabh  to  his  request  tontained  in  the 
above  letter. 

3.  We  have  not  fixed'  any  particular  da\  for  his  quitting  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  but  direct  that  he  take  the  first  convenient  oppoitunitv  in  the 
ensuing  season,  commencing  in  October  next,  to  return  to  Europe,  and 
as  we  ha\e  instructed  Lord  Macartney  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
proceed  to  Bengal  immediately  after  the  departure  of  Mr.  Hastings,  we 
older  that  the  senior  in  the  Supreme  Council,  on  whom  the  Govern¬ 
ment  is  in  the  interim  to  devolve,  shall  lose  no  time  in  conveving  to 
Lord  Macartnev  the  earliest  information  of  that  event. 

4 

We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Nathl.  Smith  /  W.  Devaynes  /  L. 
Sulivan/J.  Smith/ Jno.  Woodhouse/ 
Jno.  Michie  /  John  Man  ship  /  W. 
Benslev  /Thos.  Parrv/ George  Tatem/ 
Jas.  Moffatt/John  Motteux/Hugh 
London,  Inglis /Joseph  Sparkes/F.  Baring/ 

the  10th  March  1785.  R.  Hall. 

Clompam's  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No.  1. 
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LETTER  DATED  n  APRIL  1785 

Edxuard  Raby's  case — The  Institutes  of  Timur  translated  by  Major 
Dmty — Danes  at  Tran que bar  to  be  helped  as  far  as  possible — Presidency  of 
Fort  Marlborough  reduced  to  a  Residency  under  the  Bengal  Government 
— Bencoolen  arrack  for  troops - — pepper  investment — David  Broum  and  N. 
Thomas  to  superintend  the  education  of  orphans — commission  allowed  to 
President  of  Board  of  Trade  on  corals  and  diamonds  payable  by  exporters 
— Colonel  Tolly's  canal — instructions  regarding  silk  investment — utility  of 
brass  cogivheels  in  silk  manufacture — contract  with  Prinsep  for  indigo 
disapproved — orders  regarding  legacy  left  to  Magdalen  Hospital  by 
Omichand — orders  regarding  apprehended  suspension  of  Lord  Macartney , 
Governor  of  Fort  St.  George ,  by  Bengal  Government — Lucknow  Residency 
abolished — Court's  contribution  to  the  Church  proposed  to  be  built  in 
Calcutta — directions  for  supply  of  indigo. 

0UR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  Since  closing  our  letter  of  the  27th  January  last,  we  have  recon- 
sidered  the  case  of  Mr.  Richard  Tilghman,  and  being  satisfied  that  the 
bad  state  of  his  health  was  the  sole  cause  of  his  not  proceeding  to  his 
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instructions  which  the)  shall  receive  irom  your  Government,  and  that 
from  that  time  they  axe  to  consider  themselves  entirely  undci  your 
management  and  control. 

11.  We  therefore  direct  that  as  soon  as  possible  after  receipt  hereof 
\ou  take  effectual  measures  for  carrying  these  our  orders  into  execution 
and  that,  for  the  present,  you  render  the  establishment  of  that  Presidency 
conformably  to  what  it  was  in  1757,  and  for  your  guidance  herein  wc 
transmit  accounts  of  the  establishment  at  Fort  Marlborough  in  that  year. 

12.  It  is  our  further  order  that  you  immediately  take  measures  for 
the  reduction  of  all  the  losses  and  charges  of  the  Fort  Marlborough 
establishment  within  £27,654  per  annum,  which  was  the  expence  thereof 
in  the  year  1757,  and  we  positively  direct  that  the  said  amount  be  not 
exceeded  on  any  account  or  pretence  whatsoever,  and  as  we  trust  that 
the  revenues  and  profits  of  that  settlement  will  not  be  diminished  bv 
this  reduction  we  expect  that  the  Company  will  derive  an  advantage  of 
about  £34,000  annually  therefrom. 

13.  In  consequence  of  our  having  reduced  the  Presidency  at  Fort 
Marlborough  to  a  mere  Residency  we  have,  in  the  stiongest  terms,  pro¬ 
hibited  our  servants  there  drawing  bills  of  exchange  upon  the  Company. 
However,  whenever  from  unavoidable  circumstances  you  shall  be  under 
the  absolute  necessity  of  passing  any  drafts  upon  us,  we  direct  that  vou 
allow  them  such  a  proportion  of  the  amount  thereof  as  shall  be  con¬ 
sistent  with  their  former  indulgence  in  this  respect. 

14.  As  we  conceive  that  great  benefit  may  arise  from  encouraging 
the  sale  of  arrack  of  the  produce  of  Bencoolen  at  our  other  settlements 
and  thereby  render  it  unnecessary  for  us  to  send  dollars  for  the  purchase 
of  pepper  we  direct  that  you  afford  every  encouragement  in  your  power 
to  the  sale  of  Bencoolen  arrack  at  your  Presidency  by  causing  our  troops 
to  be  supplied  with  that  spirit  instead  of  Batavia  arrack,  if  you  shall 
be  of  opinion  that  no  inconvenience  can  arise  therefrom. 

15.  All  your  proceedings  respecting  the  Company's  affairs  at.  Fort 
Marlborough  must  be  kept  separate  from  your  proceedings  concerning 
your  own  Government  and  transmitted  to  us  in  duplicate. 

16.  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  packet  directed  to  the  President 
and  Council  at  Fort  Marlborough  containing  our  orders  for  reducing 
that  Government  to  a  Residency,  which  must  be  forwarded  thither  by 
the  earliest  conveyance. 

17.  Fully  relying  on  your  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  Company's 
interest  we  have  no  doubt  of  your  carrying  these  orders  into  effect  and 
we  persuade  ourselves  that  you  will  render  the  pepper  investment  as 
beneficial  as  possible.  And  should  any  of  our  servants,  either  civil  or 
military,  attempt  to  obstruct  the  execution  of  these  orders  we  authorize 
you  to  suspend  them  the  Company’s  service. 


11  APRIL  1785 


191 


18,  It  is  with  pleasure  we  absolve  that  the  bu\ei>  in  genet  a  1  ha\c 
highly  commended  the  cargos  we  have  received  from  your  Presidency  by 
the  ships  of  last  season,  both  m  tegard  to  fahtick  and  assortment.;  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  attention  in  the  Companv's  servants  to  keep  up  the  goods 
to  the  fabrick  arid  assoitment  ol  those  cargos  will  strongly  evince  then 
attachment  to  the  Company's  interest,  and  if  am  reduction  in  pticc  can 
be  effected  without  debasing  the  quality  of  the  goods  it  will  render  the 
Company  essential  sen  ice. 


19.  We  have  pemiittecl  Mr.  Thomas  Henchman  to  teiuin  to  his 
rank  in  our  civil  service  at  vour  Presidencv. 


so.  We  have  peimittcd  Messrs.  Ham  Veielst  Darell  and  Charles 
Andrew  Bruce,  whom  wc  appointed  waiters  for  vour  Presidencv  in  the 
season  of  1782,  to  proceed  to  their  duty  on  the  ship  Du l ton  without 
prejudice  to  their  rank. 

21.  We  have  also  permitted  Messrs.  Christopher  Roberts  ancl  William 
Towers  Smith,  who  were  appointed  writers  for  vour  Presidencv  in  the 
same  season,  to  remain  in  England  until  next  season  without  prejudice 
to  their  rank. 


22.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  Philip  Prothero  to  proceed  to  Bengal 
and  remain  there  three  years  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  affairs  of 
his  deceased  brother. 


23.  We  have  permitted  Messrs.  David  Brown  and  N.  Thomas  with 
their  waves  to  proceed  to  Bengal,  at  their  own  expence,  to  superintend 
the  education  of  the  orphans  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  on  your  estab¬ 
lishment  in  consequence  of  the  plan  that  has  been  adopted  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  said  orphans. 

24.  The  following  persons  have  our  permission  to  proceed  to  India 
under  free  mariners’  indenture :  Richard  Samuel  Hassard  (abroad), 
William  Parsons,  John  Wilson.  Thomas  Stocks,  James  Phillips,  Janies 
Hamilton,  James  Callender,  Matthew  Lewis,  John  Carse,  Robert  Fergusson, 
William  Macintosh,  John  Molloy,  John  Bollard,  John  Rose,  Andrew 
Waddell,  John  Chalmers,  William  Hunter. 

25.  Having  omitted  to  notice  to  you  that  on  the  2nd  of  April  1782 
we  permitted  Mr.  Francis  Kemp  to  remain  in  India  under  free  mariners’ 
indentures  we  now  acquaint  you  therewith. 

26.  The  persons  whom  we  permitted  to  proceed  to  India  as  assistant 
surgeons,  conformably  to  our  resolution  which  was  communicated  to  you 
in  our  letter  dated  the  16th  March  1784,  are  to  succeed  in  the  Company’s 
service  in  the  following  order,  viz.,  Doctor  George  Paton,  Mr.  John 
McEvoy,  James  Meik,  Peter  Turnbull,  William  Gardiner,  George  Ranken, 
John  Corse,  John  Smith,  Richard  Pye,  John  Wood,  James  Smith,  Edward 
Bright,  Gilbert  Macleod,  John  Castairs,  Thomas  Casement,  James  Arthur, 
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39.  It  lias  been  an  object  of  much  concern  to  us  to  find  that  not¬ 
withstanding  the  sums  that  have  been  sacrificed  and  so  severely  lelt  bv 
the  Company  to  the  perfecting  this  branch  of  our  investment,  the  silk  pro¬ 
duced  in  Bengal,  while  [where]  labour  is  infinitely  cheaper  than  in  Italy, 
should  leave  a  considerable  loss  whilst  that  from  Italy  gives  a  tegular 
profit.  We  observe  however  with  pleasure  the  reduction  of  price  you  have 
accomplished  in  your  late  purchases  of  silk  and  we  doubt  not  a  conti¬ 
nuance  of  your  exertions  to  obtain  still  further  reductions  as  nothing  but 
a  moderation  therein  can  induce  us  to  continue  large  imports  of  that 
article.  The  very  great  benefit  that  will  result  from  an  increase  of  con¬ 
sumption,  considered  as  well  with  a  view  to  the  supplying  our  silk  manu¬ 
facturers  with  this  raw  material  in  abundance  on  reasonable  terms  as  to 
the  means  of  remittance  from  your  Presidency  without  prejudicing  the 
circulation  of  the  country,  induces  us  to  extend  ouv  orders  and  to  enjoin 
vou,  in  the  most  positive  manner,  to  he  attentive  both  to  the  price  and 
to  the  quality  of  what  our  Board  of  Trade  may  purchase  in  obedience 
to  the  orders. 


40  We  think  it  necessary  to  inform  vou  that  Parliament  in  the  last 
session  laid  an  additional  duty  of  2s  t)d  on  each  great  pound  of  24  ounces 
of  raw  silk  imported  into  this  country  which  will  in  some  degree  operate 
to  the  prejudice  of  that  article.  The  whole  duty  now  payable  thereon 
is  4s  4d,  80  [.sfc]  per  pound  of  24  ounces. 


41.  It  is  our  earnest  wish  to  resume  our  exclusive  light  in  the  trade 
of  raw  silk,  as  soon  as  ever  the  stale  of  our  funds  shall  admit.  To  this  end 
we  wrote  you,  under  date  the  16  March  last,  that  as  soon  as  ever  you 
should  perceive  a  prospect  of  being  enabled  to  restore  the  accustomed 
quantity  of  silk  to  our  investment  without  drawing  bills,  lessening  the 
quantity  of  piece  goods  or  other  necessary  applications  of  the  territorial 


revenue  you  were  then  to  give  the  necessary  notice  of  2  years  to  the 
individuals  engaged  in  that  article  and  repossess  yourselves  of  the  filatures 
and  reassume  the  exercise  of  our  exclusive  right  in  this  article. 


42.  These  orders  were  given  under  the  presumption  that  our 
former  orders  for  giving  up  this  branch  to  individuals  had  been  cariied 
into  execution;  but  as  we  find,  by  the  receipt  of  your  subsequent  advices, 
that  you  had  adopted  a  mean  between  relinquishing  the  trade  wholly 
from  the  Company  and  giving  it  wholly  to  individuals,  by  resolving  to 
invest  15  lacks  in  that  article  on  the  Company's  account,  and  permitting 
a  participation  in  individuals  to  the  like  amount,  we  presume  the  filatures 
are  yet  in  the  Company’s  possession  and  that  there  will  be  no  bar  to 
carrying  the  above  orders  into  instant  effect.  If  however,  upon  the 
receipt  of  these  advices,  you  should  be  under  any  existing  engagements 
with  individuals,  which  will  prevent  the  full  execution  of  these  orders 
without  violating  the  faith  of  such  engagements,  we  leave  you  discretionary 
powers  to  execute  them  in  such  manner  as  shall,  as  far  as  possible, 
preserve  the^  spirit  of  them  without  being  injurious  to  individuals,  and 
we  here  again  repeat  that  you  take  the  necessary  measures,  in  the  most 
speedy  manner  possible,  to  bring  this  branch  of  our  investment  back  to  its 
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former  channel.  We  do  not  mean,  bv  these  orders,  to  establish  in  the 

m 

Company  a  monopoly  in  the  manufacture  of  raw  silk  in  the  Bengal 
provinces,  but  merely  to  resume  in  proper  time  the  Compam’s  exclusive 
right  of  bringing  it  from  thence  to  this  kingdom,  and  to  re\oke  the 
privilege  formerly  given  to  our  servants  of  sending  that  article  to  Europe 
on  their  own  private  account. 

pg.  We  have  taken  into  consideration  the  several  paragiaphs  in  the 
letters  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  under  dates  the  28th  August  and  28th 
Xov  ember  1781,  and  28th  November  1782,  together  with  the  opinions 
of  the  Residents  of  our  several  silk  factories  referred  to  therein,  on  the 
utilitv  of  the  brass  cog  wheels  and  crossing  machines,  used  in  the  nianu- 
l act uring  of  raw  silk.  In  our  letter  of  the  12th  J  ulv  1782,  among  other 
remarks  we  stated  that  the  brass  cog  wheels  were  not  intended  to  perfoun 
different  \ariations  from  the  wooden  ones  as  both  of  them  weie  acting 
perfectlv  the  same  after  the  Piedmontese  principle,  which  was  the  onlv 
one  wo  could  permit  to  be  made  use  of,  and  that  whether  thev  wetc 
made  of  wood,  brass  or  iron  it  mattered  not  provided  thev  were  kept  in 
order.  We  have  now  to  observe  that  upon  an  examination  of  the  silk 
sold  at  the  last  sale  it  appears  that  keeping  the  wooden  wheels  in  order 
has  been  greath  neglected,  and  that  in  working  them  the  reeler  from 
ignorance  misplaces  the  wheels  by  putting  the  one  of  25  teeth  in  contact 
with  that  of  the  35  instead  of  the  22,  whereby  the  variation  so  necessary 
io  facilitate  the  winding  the  silk  at  the  mill  is  prevented;  these  incon- 
veniencies  we  foresaw  in  the  use  of  the  wooden  wheels,  and  it  was  so 
far  we  considered  the  brass  cog  wheels  an  improvement  as  by  the  machine 
being  constructed  wholly  in  one  frame  it  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
natives  to  commit  these  mistakes. 


up  There  is  likewise  another  error  which  the  wood  reels  aie  liable 
to.  The  small  wheels  of  22  and  25  teeth  are  apt  to  turn  round  upon 
their  axis,  which  must  be  prevented  bv  making  the  axis  square  and  the 
hole  in  the  wheel  square  and  firmly  rivetted  together. 


(5.  In  regard  to  the  durability  of  the  brass  cog  wheels  we  ate 
peisuaded  if  thev  are  kept  piopcrlv  oiled  and  cleaned  (neither  of  which 
we  fear  has  been  the  case)  thev  would  last  many  years.  The  steel  axis 
should  be  oiled  eve>\  day  or  as  often  as  wanted,  and  the  wheels  should 
he  covered  from  dust  and  cleaned  as  often  as  experience  might  shew 
thev  lequire. 


4(>.  We  mean  to  transmit  vou,  by  some  future  dispatch,  a  few  ice  Is 
made  of  superior  strength  to  the  last,  with  the  wheels  of  double  thickness 
and  the  axis  of  them  to  run  upon  hardened  steel  instead  of  brass,  with 
holes  to  receive  the  oil  so  as  to  make  the  operation  of  oiling  more  easv. 
These  improvements,  we  conceive,  will  remedy  the  defects  complained 
of  in  the  former  ones  and  we  direct,  upon  the  receipt  of  them,  that 
vou  distribute  them  to  the  different  filatures  for  trial  and  that  you 

4  * 

communicate  the  result  of  such  trial  to  us  with  all  convenient  expedition. 
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47 .  We  also  direct  that  a  few  of  the  reels  that  aic  worn  out  may 
be  carefully  packed  and  sent  home  to  us  by  some  of  the  returning  ships, 
noting  how  long  they  were  in  use  in  order  that,  by  an  inspection  of 
their  defects,  it  may  be  discovered  whether  any  and  what  means  may 
be  adopted  to  remedy  the  same. 

48.  In  our  list  of  investment,  transmitted  you  under  date  the  1  (>ih 
March  1784,  we  sent  you  an  account  of  several  particulars  relative  to 
indigo,  which  we  hope  became  an  object  of  your  serious  consideration. 
We  now  transmit  you  a  similar  account  of  what  was  sold  in  September 
sale  1784,  and  shall  take  the  first  opportunity,  that  shall  offer  alter  it 
can  be  made  up,  of  sending  you  the  like  account  respecting  what  was 
sold  the  beginning  of  the  month.  We  direct,  that,  you  immediately  on 
the  receipt  of  this  proceed  to  investigate  minutely  those  accounts  and 
report  to  us  to  what  cause  it  is  owing  that  there  is  so  material  a  difference 
between  your  weights  and  ours.  A  portion  of  our  loss  in  this  auitle 
arises  from  these  differences  which  we  fear  has  been  owing  to  its  being 
packed  in  a  damp  state.  There  seems  also  to  have  been  great  neglect 
in  taring,  as  our  account  of  fares  exceed  yours  on  the  (Quantity  mentioned 
in  that  account  no  less  than  7753  ^s.  This  in  so  valuable  an  article 
as  indigo  at  a  prime  cost  of  7s.  per  lb.  is  a  most  serious  object  and  on 

which  we  demand  the  most  full  and  complete  information  you  ma\  be 
able  to  afford. 


49-  In  respect  to  indigo  in  general  we  are  of  opinion  if  proper 
care  is  taken  m  the  purchases,  in  regard  to  its  price'  and  quality,  it 
might  become  a  beneficial  article  of  our  commerce.  Hitherto  it  seems 
onl>  to  have  engaged  your  attention  in  a  view  as  a  means  of  remittance- 

11  haS  faiIed  considera'bly  owing  to  the  high  prices  at 
ich  it  has  been  purchased.  In  your  proceeding’s  respecting  the  first 

-<?S‘,r-,"ade  wi,t  ™ 

lessen  in „  “ 7  7  hdd  f°rth  “ that  that  Price  would  hereafter 

lessen  in  proportion  as  the  quantity  demanded,  and  that  savin <>■  „f  t]lc 

andTuTldinS  ^  **  Tk*  f*  heaVy  Charg£S  of  necessar>'  implements 
of  1  extensife  a  ?  S  W  the  Planter”  After  the  completion 

pL  see?  we Tnrf.  ?  S00°  maUnds' in  the  first  Stance  at  rupees  5-8 
at  au  SmediS  1  aVC  rCaped  the  benefit  of  any  future  purchases 
for  our  io«e  Pfe;  and  n  was  t0  this  ^  looked  for  reimburse- 

.6»  n,a»„ds  a,  a  reduction’  in  price  “  f  only  ““  ,""2,'  % 

:fwrhaVa°rig”,“„v“rris  j?  ^ 

we  could  wX  h  ,a\would  render  it  an  article  in  which 

amount  „t  ,  ,ads  „  dte  ^  “  W.Xr”  ™  ,he 

to  have  been  given  as  a  romr^noo**  ^  state  this  contract 

for  having  given  un  a  nnintT?  ComPromise  to  Mr.  Princcp 

respecting  the  building ?at  Pultalf^W?  do^ot*1  ^  ?°mpany  and  him 
the  merits  of  the  dispute  between  Mr.  Princep  That 
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Mr.  Princep  may  have  deserved  well  of  the  Company  in  giving  up  the 
point  alluded  to  we  can  readily  allow,  that  it  was  .proper  in  our  Board 
of  Trade  to  bestow  upon  him  some  mark  of  the  Company’s  favor  we 
can  easily  admit,  but  that  the  gratification  should  have  been  in  a  lucrative 
and  extensive  contract  we  can  by  no  means  approve;  such  a  transaction 
does  not  partake  of  that  mercantile  fairness  we  wish  should  take  place 
in  all  our  commercial  proceedings.  Had  the  reward  been  specified  we 
should  have  had  an  opportunity  of  judging  its  proportion  to  Mr.  Princep ’s 
services.  It  is  at  present  indefinite.  What  have  been  the  Company’s  losses 
upon  that  contract  the  accompanying  account  of  the  sale  price  will  shew; 
what  have  been  Mr.  P’rincep’s  gains  it  is  impossible  to  judge. 

50.  You  will  now  by  having  every  information  respecting  the  sale 
of  indigo  fully  before  you  be  perfect  masters  of  the  subject.  It  is  our 
wish  to  encourage  an  increase  of  this  article  to  as  great  an  extent  as 
possible,  whenever  from  its  improved  quality  and  reduced  price  you 
shall  judge  there  is  a  fair  and  reasonable  prospect  of  its  yielding  a 
suitable  profit. 

51.  Observing  that  there  frequently  happens  in  the  same  package 
indigo  of  very  different  qualitys,  we  have  selected  a  number  of  samples 
of  the  quality  most  approved,  to  which  you  will  not  fail  to  pay  the 
strictest  attention. 

52.  We  direct  that  our  Board  of  Trade  do  caution  the  several 
officers  under  their  department  to  be  more  attentive,  in  future,  in  packing 
the  goods  in  order  that  those  of  one  description  may  not  come  invoiced 
under  that  of  another,  as  such  mistakes  prove  a  very  great  inconvenience 
and  expence  to  the  Company  by  the  goods  being  returned  upon  their 
hands.  Repeated  complaints  have  been  made  by  the  buyers  that  several 
articles  of  piece  goods  (blue  cloth  and  chintz  in  particular)  do  not  run 
the  length  and  breadth  at  which  they  are  invoiced.  In  all  sqch  cases  the 
Company  are  called  upon  by  the  buyers  either  to  refund  the  difference 
at  the  sale  price  between  the  invoice  and  the  actual  lengths  and  breadths 
or  to  receive  back  the  goods,  which  is  a  great  loss  to  the  Company.  As 
the  cause  of  this  complaint  originates  in  the  want  of  attention  in  the 
servants  of  the  export  warehouse,  it  is  our  order  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
do  express  to  those  officers  our  great  dissatisfaction  with  such  repeated 
instances  of  their  negligence,  assuring  them  that  if  after  receiving  notice 
hereof  they  shall  be  guilty  of  any  misconduct  of  the  like  nature  they 
will  not  fail  to  experience  more  severe  marks  of  our  displeasure. 

53.  Several  of  the  managing  owners  of  our  freight  ships  have  lately 
addressed  a  memorial  to  us  complaining  of  very  great  inconvenience 
arising  to  the  Europe  ships  in  consequence  of  a  rule,  ordinance  and 
regulation  made  by  you  on  the  10th  day  of  March  1783,  “  for  ascertaining 
and  fixing  the  wages  to  be  paid  to  the  native  seafaring  men  belonging 
to  the  port  of  Calcutta,  and  for  securing  the  same  to  the  said  men,  as 
also  for  the  better  providing  the  ships  and  vessels  navigating  to  and 
from  the  said  port  with  native  seafaring  men  ”,  and  ordered  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  on  the  16th  June  1783  to  be  then  published. 
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54.  We  have  duly  considered  the  effect  of  the  said  rule,  ordinance 
and  regulation,  and  are  not  able  to  gain  sufficient  information  upon  the 
subject  to  judge  whether  some  regulation  maj  not  be  proper  foi  the 
country  trade,  but  in  respect  to  the  Europe  freighted  ships  these  regula¬ 
tions  appear  to  be  productive  of  additional  expense  to  the  owners,  trouble 
to  the  commanders  and  officers,  a  risk  of  delay  to  the  ships,  a  danger 
of  not  being  supplied  with  good  seamen,  and  no  probability  of  its  being 
productive  of  any  benefit. 

55.  And  His  Majesty  having  on  our  representation  been  pleased 
to  disallow  the  said  rule,  ordinance  and  regulation  we  transmit  \ou,  b\ 
the  ship  Rodney ,  the  warrant  for  disallowing  the  same  and  attested 
copys  thereof  by  the  ships  Deptfoid  and  Du II an. 

56.  If  experience  has  proved  the  utility  of  the  said  rule,  ordinance 
and  regulation  in  any  degree  respecting  the  country  trade  a  new  one  nun 
be  made  to  extend  to  such  trade  only  and  expressly  exclude*  the  Km  ope 
ships. 


57*  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  commission  appointin'1 

Raw  son  Hart  Boddam  Esqr.  to  be  President  and  Governor  and  the 

Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Company’s  forces  for  the  time  being,  togethet 

with  Robert  Sparks  and  Richard  Church  Esqrs.  to  be  the  Council  at 

Bombay;  also  a  copy  of  Lhe  commission  appointing  Mr.  Boddam  to  l>» 

Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  castle,  garrison  ami  toun  «>r 
Bombay. 

_  58'  We  J*aye  Pe™itted  our  supracargocs  to  provide  such  additional 
resources  as  their  prudence  shall  suggest  to  be  necessarv  to  enable  them 

rhinTti?  Carg°S  r°V1^  §TCat  nUmber  0f  Shi-Ds  we  hilvc  consigned  to 

thev  shahV^TT’  anddirectedlf  m  consequence  of  the  said  permission 
they  shall  find  it  expedient  to  draw  upon  your  Presidency  that  thev  fail 

z  ifzzj:7,y  notice  r?  i„  onto 

you  may  be  ready  to  answer  their  demands  as  they  arise.  It  is  therefore 

ZoPsZT^?;Ztn  Aat  y°U  C°mply  Wkh  thdr  «•> 

Ma-da]enHHoin?fJeCeiVed  ^  aPPHcation  the  Governors  of  the 

^  %  sss 

Of  the  said  charity  to  receive  the  USed  b?  the  C’<>vcr»<>rs 


^be*Laro»I‘>‘S,v“mJ“S,thi'  heJgh^  to  .which  disP"“  h»'-' 

and  Select  Committee  at  Fort  St  Georee  *fd  the  President 

suspicion  with  some  whether  the  former  Ll  ®  ,much  as  to  create  a 
suspension  of  Lord  Macartnev  in  n  ma^  not  tiave  proceeded  to  the 

Committee  d  “  S„  ZZXZ \0t  “!  W,Shlp  and  ,he 

5  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  Bengal 
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Government  for  opening  a  new  negotiation  with  Tippoo  Sultan  to  procure 
from  him  a  declaration  in  the  treaty  respecting  the  Nabob  of  Arcot. 
We  do  not  suppose  such  an  event  has  taken  place,  but  in  order  to  guard 
against  the  possibility  thereof,  and  to  remove  any  doubts  which  may 
exist  in  the  minds  of  any  of  our  servants  whether  after  such  a  suspension 
his  Lordship  ought  to  be  allowed  to  resume  the  Government  of  Madrass 
or  to  be  admitted  to  the  office  of  Governor  General  of  Bengal,  we  think 
it  right  hereby  to  declare  it  to  be  our  express  order  that,  should  such 
an  event  have  happened  (of  which  our  late  advices  from  Fort  St.  George 
express  some  apprehension)  in  consequence,  as  before  observed,  of  his 
Lordship’s  declining  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  Bengal  Government 
for  opening  a  new  negociation  with  Tippoo  Sultan  to  procure  from  him 
a  declaration  in  the  treaty  respecting  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  Lord  Macartney 
be  nevertheless  allowed  to  resume  the  Government  of  Madras  and 
be  admitted  to  the  office  of  Governor  General  of  Bengal,  in  like  manner 
as  if  no  such  suspension  had  taken  place. 

(ii.  Herewith  you  will  receive  copy  of  a  letter  we  have  written  to 
Lord  Macartney  to  be  delivered  to  his  Lordship  in  the  event  of  its 
meeting  him  on  his  voyage  to  Europe,  should  he  have  quitted  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Madras,  in  order  that  he  may  immediately  return  to  India 
and  resume  that  Government  until  he  shall  receive  notice  of  Mr.  Hastings’s 
departure  from  Fort  William;  we  also  enclose  you  copy  of  a  letter  we 
have  written  to  Fort  St  George  upon  the  same  subfect. 

65.  John  Hollond1  Esqr.,  whom  we  had  appointed  to  succeed  Lord 
Macartney  in  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George,  having  requested  our 
permission  to  resign  that  appointment  on  account  of  his  ill  state  of 
health  we  have  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Hollond’s  resignation  appointed 
Archibald  Campbell  Esqr.  to  succeed  to  the  Government  of  Fort  St. 
George  upon  the  death,  removal  or  resignation  of  Lord  Macartney;  he 
will  take  his  passage  early  in  the  month  of  June  next. 

63.  The  resolution  you  passed  on  the  31st  December  1783  to  with¬ 
draw  the  Residency  from  Lucknow,  and  to  accept  the  offer  made  by  the 
Vizier  and  his  minister  to  give  the  security  of  bankers  of  known  credit 
and  responsibility  for  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  to  the  Company 
and  the  current  kists,  has  our  approbation;  but  by  this  approbation  it 
is  by  no  means  our  intention  either  on  the  one  hand  to  condemn  the 
conduct  of  our  Residents  or  on  the  other  to  preclude  ourselves  from 
examining  into  the  complaints  exhibited  against  them  by  the  Vizier 
and  his  Minister.  We  approve  likewise  of  the  continuance  of  an 
accountant  or  receiver  at  Lucknow,  so  long  as  any  of  the  Company’s 
troops  shall  be  stationed  in  the  Vizier’s  dominions,  whose  business  must 
be  confined  to  the  sole  purpose  of  adjusting  and  keeping  the  accounts 
between  the  Nabob  and  ~  the  Company,  receiving  the  stipulated  subsidy 
for  those  troops  and  for  appropriating  the  same  in  such  manner  as  you 
shall  think  proper  to  direct. 

64.  A  bill  of  exchange,  drawn  by  you,  payable  to  Messrs.  Wheler 
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Higginson  and  Company,  dated  ist  December  1783,  for  rupees  22 40  was 
in  September  last  presented  to  us  for  acceptance,  and  although  several 
ships  have  arrived  from  your  Presidency  that  sailed  from  thence  since 
the  date  of  the  bill  we  have  not  received  advice  thereof,  but  being 
satisfied  that  it  was  regularly  drawn  we  have  accepted  the  same,  and 
direct  that  you  be  particularly  careful  to  prevent  the  like  omission  in 
future- 

65.  We  have  attentively  considered  the  proceedings  referred  to  in 
the  61st  paragraph  of  your  Revenue  Letter,  dated  the  58th  October  1783, 
respecting  the  extension  of  the  term  of  the  lease  of  mines  in  Ramgur 
granted  by  the  Rajah  of  that  district  to  Mr.  Archibald  Kier. 

66.  As  you  had  received  our  letters  of  the  55th  January  and  12  th 
July  1785,  which  contained  our  sentiments  respecting  your  grants  to 
Mr.  Princep  and  Mr.  Killican,  and  the  reasons  on  which  our  express 
orders  for  annulling  the  same  were  founded,  we  cannot  avoid  expressing 
our  surprize  that  you  should  confirm  to  Mr.  Kier  the  extension  of  the 
term  of  his  lease,  even  with  the  reservation  to  us  of  the  power  of  annulling 
it.  We,  therefore,  totally  disapproving  of  all  such  grants  under  any  cir¬ 
cumstances  whatever,  direct  that  you  annul  the  extension  of  the  term 
of  the  said  lease,  and  it  is  our  positive  order  that  you  discourage,  to 
the  utmost  of  your  power,  the  working  of  mines  which  produce  ores 
from  which  are  extracted  any  of  those  metals  which  constitute  a  very 
valuable  part  of  the  manufactures  of  this  country. 

67.  We  hereby  direct  that  so  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt 
hereof  you  report  to  us  the  situation  and  employment  of  the  several 

persons  under  your  Presidency  to  whom  free  mariners’  indentures  have 
been  granted. 

68.  Having  considered  your  advices  respecting  the  church  proposed 

to  be  built  by  public  contribution  in  the  town  of  Calcutta  and  being 
very  desirous  of  encouraging  so  laudable  a  design  we  have  resolved  that 
the  sum  of  £1200  be  presented  by  the  Company1'  towards  the  provision 
of  communion  plate,  an  organ,  a  clock,  bells,  and  velvet  for  the  pulpit 
desk  and  communion  table  for  the  said  church.  1  P 

69.  The  Governors  of  the  Foundling  Hospital  having  requested 
our  interposition  in  order  that  the  charity  may  recover  the  amount  of  a 
legacy  left  to  them  by  the  late  Omichund  in  Bengal,  we  direct  that  .you 
receive  the  same  into  our  treasury  at  interest  and  that  such  principal 
and  mterest  be  paid,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  person  or  persons  who 
shall  be  authorized  by  the  Governors  of  the  said  charity  to  receive  the 


r  7°'  be  have  unanimously  resolved  to  confirm  Brigadier  General 
Lawrence,  Nilson  in  his  appointment  of  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 

Company  s  forces  under  the  Presidency  of  Bombay.  A  cony  of  his 
•  c©^.MdssrO'P;  is  enclosed.  ~  * 
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71.  The  following  persons  whom  we  appointed  cadets  for 
Presidency  of  the  season  of  1783  proceed  thither  this  season  wi 
prejudice  to  their  rank,  viz.. 

For  the  infantry 

Benjamin  Mee 
Jeremiah  Martin  Johnson 

For  the  artillery 

James  Alexander 

73.  The  samples  of  indigo,  mentioned  in  the  former  part  oi 
letter,  you  will  receive  in  a  box  apart  they  are  numbered  from  1  to 
and  under  No.  49  in  the  packet,  you  have  our  remarks  and  opi 
on  both  the  quality  and  prices  which,  we  apprehend,  they  may  con 
to  sell  for  at  our  sales.  We  are  confident  that  with  care  in  selectin 
qualities  which  will  suit  this  country  it  might  as  we  before  obs< 
prove  beneficial,  as  the  article  is  generally  esteemed  and  will  be 
so  as  it  becomes  more  known,  being  of  a  strong  good  quality.  At  pi 
there  is  a  prejudice  against  it  from  its  shape  and  appearance,  whic 
conceive  might  be  easily  remedied  by  making  it  in  squares  of  < 
to  3  inches  like  the  sample  No.  3,  which  will  make  it  resemble 
answer  every  purpose  of  that  which  is  made  by  the  French  at  St.  Dorn 
which  is  in  high  estimation.  If  in  forming  or  drying  the  indigc 
sand  and  dirt  which  adheres  to  the  outside  could  be  avoided,  it  v 
render  it  more  pleasing  to  the  eye  and  more  saleable  as  frequent 
plaints  have  been  made  that  the  sand  injures  the  mills  in  grindir 

73.  We  have  besides  the  large  samples,  which  are  numbered,  sel 
a  few  particular  stones  of  rich  fine  copper  marked  C  and  fine  pi 
marked  P,  which  are  the  qualities  that  will  always  please  and  fi: 
ready  and  good  sale.  Low  qualities,  we  desire,  may  be  avoided  as 
is  annually  a  great  supply  of  Carolina  indigo  at  low  prices  which 
answer  the  same  purposes,  and  which,  from  the  low  freight  and  s 
expence  attending  the  importation,  will  always  have  an  advantage 
any  of  the  like  qualities  imported  by  us. 

74.  Several  officers  of  His  Majesty’s  regiments  having  applies 
us  for  the  usual  allowance  for  passage  money  from  India  and  se 
commanders  of  the  Company’s  ships  having  likewise  applied  to  ui 
the  expence  of  accommodating  the  King’s  officers  at  their  table  in 
passage  for  Europe,  we  find,  upon  enquiry,  that  no  regular  sums 
yet  been  settled  for  the  accommodation  of  King’s  officers  returning  h 
but  that  the  sum  of  £80  each  has  been  paid  at  Fort  St.  George  a 
allowance  for  passage  money  to  officers  of  different  rank,  and  the 
of  £85  to  a  major,  £80  to  a  captain  and  £65  to  an  ensign  and  lieute 
at  Bombay. 

75.  Having  taken  this  matter  into  consideration  we  direct 
in  future  no  larger  sums  than  the  following  be  paid  to  the  office! 
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His  Majesty’s  regiments  for  the  expence  of  their  passage  from  India,  viz.. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Major  ...  ...  £85 

Captain  ...  ...  ...  ...  £80 

All  other  commission  and  staff  ...  ...  £65 

which  said  respective  sums  are  to  be  paid  to  the  several  officers,  each 
according  to  his  rank  before  his  departure  from  your  settlement,  and 
vou  must  not  fail  from  time  to  time  to  advise  us  ol  such  pawnents 

76.  In  addition  to  the  ships  already  advised  we  have  taken  up  the 
Iuul  Talbot ,  burthen  7 58  tons.  Captain  Robert  Taylor,  upon  the  same 
terms  as  the  other,  and  consigned  her  to  Coast  and  China 

77.  We  transmit  a  list  of  goods  to  be  provided  at  your  Presidency 
for  the  ships  taken  into  the  Company’s  service  in  the  season  of  178.4, 
to  which  we  require  your  strict  obedience. 


78.  A  mistake  having  arisen  in  the  rank  assigned  to  Mr.  Charles 
Andrew  Bruce,  whom  we  appointed  a  writer  for  your  Presidenc  y  in  the 
season  of  1785,  we  dirccL  that  instead  of  his  present  rank  of  55th  he 

be  placed  6th  on  the  list  of  writers  for  that  year,  next  below  Mr.  Thomas 
Godfrey  Lushington. 

79*  "I he  Reverend  Mr.  Johnson,  one  of  our  chaplains  at  your 
1  lesidency,  having  requested  his  friends  to  provide  a  person  to  be  senL 
to  Bengal  who  is  properly  qualified  to  officiate  as  clerk  to  the  church 
and  schoolmaster  ol  a  charity  school  there,  and  as  we  have  received  a 
very  favorable  character  of  Mr.  Robert  Hollier  we  have  permitted  him 
to  proceed  thither  accordingly.  It  is  not  however  our  intention  that 
Mr.  Hollier  should  be.  appointed  to  the  employment  of  clerk  to  the 
church  on  his  arrival  if  the  person  holding  that  appointment  at  that 
period  shall  have  been  found  capable,  but  in  such  case  Mr.  Hollier  do 
succeed  thereto  on  the  first  vacancy.  We  have  permitted  Mr.  Hollier 

to  take  his  wife,  and  have  provided  them  with  a  passage  on  the  ship  Dutlon . 

* 

.  ®°' .  In  ouf,  lettef  the  28th  January  1784,  we  recommended  it 

to  you  to  consider  whether  the  transferring  the  Bombay  bond  debt  to 

your  Presidency,  and  engrafting  it  upon  your  own  bond  debt,  might  not 

be  more  consistent  with  the  general  interest  than  leaving  it  at  Bombay 

and  directed  you,  m  the  meantime,  to  afford  that  Presidency  every  assis- 

tance,  m  your  power,  to  enable  them  to  provide  for  the  regular  payment 

£  5“  T  le,t“  °£  9th  December  follLfng 

^  d,!tresses  hr  those  who  were 

rwf  hi  \  d?bt;  and  uPon  considering  how  much  the  credit  of 
Sf  ^“pany  and  the  case  of  individuals  might  suffer  thereby  we  in 
the  most  positive  manner,  directed  you  to  exert  yourselves  ir  li  l  ! 

SHSLS  T?  b'  the  payment1  of 

tne  interest  on  the  bond  debt  of  that  Presidency.  "  J 

Wtey  ^torseqaT  are  fr°m  SUch  of  the 
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final  regulation  for  the  relief  of  their  distresses,  we  have  taken  this  subject 
again  into  our  most  serious  consideration,  and  are  of  opinion  that  these 
claimants  are  entitled  to  equal  attention  with  the  bond  holders  at  our 
other  Presidencies. 

85.  But  as  we  wish  to  avail  ourselves  of  your  opinion,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  our  letter  of  the  21st  January  1784,  as  to  the  expediency 
of  consolidating  the  Bombay  debt  with  the  debts  at  your  Presidency,  and 
how  far  the  Company’s  credit  and  interest  in  India  mig'ht  be  affected 
thereby,  before  we  decide  on  wrhat  measures  ought  finally  to  be  adopted 
towards  the  liquidation  of  the  Bombay  bond  debt,  we  do  positively  direct 
you  to  furnish  that  Presidency  with  the  means  of  providing  for  the 
regular  payment  of  the  interest  thereon,  at  the  same  rate  of  interest 
and  in  the  same  proportion  as  you  may  make  provision  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  on  the  bond  debt  of  your  Presidency,  without  the  smallest 
degree  of  partiality,  and  should  the  interest  on  your  bond  debt  be  reduced 
at  any  future  period,  the  interest  on  the  Bombay  debt  is  to  suffer  an 
equal  reduction. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Nathl.  Smith  /  W.  Devaynes  /  L. 
Sulivan/John  MoLteux/W.  Bensley/ 
Thos.  Parry /F.  Baring/ John  Man- 
ship  /Jno.  Woodhouse/Jno.  Michie/ 
George  Tatem  /  J.  Smith  /  Joseph 
Sparkes/ Jas.  Moffatt/Paul  Le  Mesu- 
rier/Hugh  Inglis/E.  Boehm/R.  Hall/ 
London,  Step.  Lushington  /  John  Hunter  / 

the  1 1  th  April  1785.  W.  Mills. 

Gompanv’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No  1. 


ENCLOSURE 
(Vide  paragraph  61) 

oUR  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George. 

1.  We  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company  do  hereby 
order  and  direct  that  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter  which 
will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Lord  Macartney  you  do  require  the  person 
who  may  be  the  Governor  of  Fort  St.  George  to  resign  the  charge  of 
the  same  to  his  Lordship,  which  it  is  our  order  should  be  held  by  his 
Lordship  until  his  departure  for  Bengal  to  take  the  Government  General 
upon  the  death,  removal  or  resignation  of  Warren  Hastings  Esqr. 
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o.  We  are  sorry  to  observe  the  height  to  which  disputes  have 
arisen  between  our  Governor  General  and  Council  and  the  President 
and  Select  Committee  at  Fort  St.  George,  in  so  much  as  to  create  a 
suspicion  with  some  whether  the  former  may  not  have  proceeded  to  the 
suspension  of  Lord  Macartney,  in  consequence  of  his  Lordship  and  the 
Select  Committee's  declining  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  Bengal 
Government  for  opening  a  new  negotiation  with  Tippoo  Sultan  to  procure 
from  him  a  declaration  in  the  treaty  respecting  the  Nabob  of  Arcot;  we 
do  not  suppose  such  an  event  has  taken  place,  but  in  order  to  guard 
against  the  possibility  thereof,  and  to  remove  any  doubts  which  may 
exist  in  the  minds  of  any  of  our  servants  whether  after  such  a  suspension 
his  Lordship  ought  to  be  allowed  to  resume  the  Government  of  Madras 
or  to  be  admitted  to  the  office  of  Governor  General  of  Bengal,  we  think 
it  right  hereby  to  declare  it  to  be  our  express  order  that  should  such  an 
event  have  happened  (of  which  our  late  advices  from  Fort  St.  George 
express  some  apprehension)  in  consequence  of  as  before  observed,  of  his 
Lordship’s  declining  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  Bengal  Govern¬ 
ment  for  opening  a  new  negotiation  with  Tippoo  Sultan  to  procure 
from  him  a  declaration  in  the  treaty  respecting  the  Nabob  of  Arcot, 
Lord  Macartney  be  nevertheless  allowed  to  resume  the  Government  of 
Madras,  and  be  admitted  to  the  office  of  Governor  General  of  Bengal 
in  like  manner  as  if  no  such  suspension  had  taken  place. 

We  are, 

Your  loving  friends, 

Nathl.  Smith/W.  Devaynes/ John 
Hunter  /  John  Motteux  /  George 
Tatem  /  J.  Manship  /  W.  Bensley  / 
Jas.  Moffatt/Jno.  Michie/E.  Boehm/ 
FI  ugh  Inglis  /  Sami.  Smith  Junr.  / 
J.  Smith/John  Woodhouse/ Joseph 
Sparkes/F.  Baring/Rd.  Hall. 


London, 

the  33rd  March  1785. 


42 

LETTER  DATED  n  APRIL  1785 

The  Company  loaded  with  debts — retrenchment,  ordered  in  all 

epartments  Board  of  • Customs  to  be  abolished — immediate  tlischmse  of 
army  arrears.  ” 

0UR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

~  y*e  *ate  ^ct  Parliament  for  regulating  the  Company’s 

afeurs  m  India  we  are  directed  to  take  into  our  immediate  consideration 
the  respecttve  establishments  civil,  and  military,  of  our  several  Presidencies 


Lord  Macartney 
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and.  settlements  in  India,  and  to  give  such  orders  as  the  case  will  admit 
for  every  practicable  retrenchment  and  reduction  in  the  same. 

2.  A  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  statute  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  provisions  of  the  above  recited  clause  must  require  a  \ery  extensixe 
and  laborious  investigation  in  order  to  determine  upon  permanent  princi¬ 
ples  the  various  establishments  of  the  Company  in  their  different  "settle¬ 
ments  in  India.  We  are  now  engaged  in  "this  investigation  and  shall, 
without  intermission,  continue  in  it  till  we  are  thereby  enabled  to  convev 
to  you  our  final  directions.  But  when  we  consider  the  present  distressed 
situation  of  the  Company’s  affairs,  the  great  load  of  debt  by  which  they 
are  encumbered  at  home  and  abroad,  and  above  all  the  large  sum  of 
arrears  due  to  the  army,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  give  such  Immediate 
orders  as  may  lead  to  a  relict  through  the  means  of  such  retrenchments 
as  obviously  suggest  themselves  upon  the  first  view  of  the  subject. 

3*  To  this  object  solely  wc  mean  at  present  to  confine  ourselves 
upon  the  subject  of  establishments,  and  you  are  to  consider  our  present 
directions  by  no  means  as  conclusive,  either  with  regard  to  the  "extent 
of  the  reductions  to  be  made  or  to  the  mode  in  which  our  establishments 
are  in  future  to  be  regulated,  but  as  arrangements  temporary  in  their 
nature  and  requiring  therefore  an  immediate  and  implicit  obedience. 

4.  The  revenues  of  Bengal  demand  our  earliest  attention.  We  shall 
not  now  enter  into  the  merits  or  expediency  of  the  plan  adopted  by 
you  in  the  year  1781  for  the  administration  of  the  revenues,  but  as  in 
the  present  distressing  situation  of  affairs  at  your  Presidency  the  extent 
of  the  allowances  for  commission  etc.  cannot  possibly  be  suffered,  and 
it  being  absolutely  necessary  to  commence  an  immediate  saving  in  the 
material  branch  of  our  resources,  we  have  coine  to  the  unanimous  resolu¬ 
tion  and  do  hereby  positively  direct  that  the  charges  of  collection,  the 
allowances  to  Zemindars,  the  expences  for  the  courts  of  adawlui  and 
the  stipends  to  the  Nabob  and  his  ministers  shall  not  henceforth  exceed 
the  annual  sum  of  75  lacks  of  sicca  rupees. 

5.  In  fixing  this  limitation  of  expence  we  have  grounded  our  orders 
upon  the  expence  of  the  different  heads  of  charges  as  they  stood  in 
1776/7,  agreeable  to  the  revenue  accounts  of  that  year  sent  home  by 
the  Duke  of  Portland. 

6.  Holding  you  therefore  bound  to  reduce  the  expences  in  the 
articles  above  enumerated  to  a  sum  not  exceeding  72  lacks  of  rupees 
we  further  direct  you  to  the  observance  of  the  following  rules  in  carrying 
this  immediate  reduction  into  execution.  We  take  it  for  granted,  and 
are  fortified  in  that  opinion  by  your  own  correspondence,  that  the 
enormous  increase  of  the  expenses  of  the  Revenue  Department,  between 
the  year  1776  and  the  present  time,  must  have  arisen  from  unreasonable 
additions  in  the  articles  of  a  contingent  nature.  We  presume,  from  the 
assurances  contained  in  the  184th  paragraph  of  your  letter  dated  the 
5th  April  1783,  that  you  have  already  made  a  considerable  progress  in 
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reducing  the  excesses  which  have  arisen  in  this  branch,  and  we  rely 
upon  your  zeal  and  firmness  to  persevere  in  a  minute  investigation  of 
those  expenses  so  that  in  future  every  article  which  is  not  of  absolute 
necessity  may  be  restrained.  But  if  from  the  progress  already  made  a 
sufficient  fund  shall  not  result  to  enable  you  to  carry  our  positive  order 
into  execution,  we  direct  that  the  whole  offices  under  the  Revenue 
Department  shall  undergo  a  proportional  defalcation  of  so  much  pci 
cent  upon  the  whole  aggregate  sum  of  their  salary  and  emoluments  as 
may  answer  the  purpose  of  that  reduction  we  have  ordered  immediately 
to  take  place.  We  have  only  further  to  add  upon  this  subject  that  if 
the  proportional  defalcation  from  the  salaries  and  emoluments  of  each 
office  shall  be  found  necessary,  agreable  to  the  last  general  rule  we  bate 
suggested,  it  sliall  not  operate  so  as  to  create  any  reduction  front  ihe 
stipends  or  allowances  to  the  Nabob  or  his  ministers,  or  to  the  annual 
allowances  to  zemindars  or  other  natives  entitled  to  stipends  in  virtue 
ot  positive  stipulations  with  your  Government. 

7.  We  shall  now  give  you  our  directions  for  sonic  immediate 
retrenchment  in  the  collection  of  the  customs  in  Bengal  as  constituting 
the  second  branch  of  revenue. 


8.  And  here  we  remark  with  concern  that  the  allowances  for  com¬ 
mission  given  to  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Customs  have  exceeded 
all  reasonable  bounds,  and  which  alone  have  increased  the  charges 
incurred  in  collecting  the  customs  to  more  than  double  then  amount 
in  former  years.  The  estimated  emoluments  to  the  collectors  of  Moor- 


shedabad,  Calcutta,  Patna  and  Dacca  wc  also  consider  too  high,  especially 
as  on  the  general  plan  of  reform,  necessary  to  be  made,  they  will  probably 
exceed  the  allowances  to  offices  of  greater  trust  and  importance. 


g.  We  have  therefore  determined  that  the  Board  of  Customs  shall 
be  abolished  forthwith  and  the  management  of  the  customs  committed 
to  the  charge  of  the  Committee  of  Revenues  but  without  any  addition 
to  their  allowances  on  this  account. 


10.  The  allowances  to  the  collectors  of  Government  customs  must 
be  reduced  to  what  they  were  in  17761  and  the  fees  on  raivanas  at  the 
present  rate  collected  for  the  Company,  but  the  whole  expense  of  collect¬ 
ing  the  Government  customs  must  be  included  in  the  7*  lacks  appro¬ 
priated  for  the  charges  of  the  revenues. 


11.  In  respect  to  the  Company's  Custom  Master  we  direct  that 
instead  of  his  present  salary  of  current  rupees  1900  per  month  lie  be 
allowed  current  rupees  1000  per  month,  and  the  allowances  to  his  deputy 
must  be  reduced  to  current  rupees  500  per  month. 


12.  We  consider  the  profits  arising  from  salt  as  the  third  branch 
of  our  revenue.  By  the  account  entered  on  your  Revenue  Consultations 

&TarL1784;  th^  Profit.s  on  the  salt  of  1781/2,  made  out  to  the  end 
Of  April  1783,  after  deducting  what  belongs  to  the  former  years'  account. 


11  APRIL  1785 


is  staled  at  sicca  rupees  49,15,802,  10  per  cent  on  which  for  commission 
to  the  Comptroller  and  agents  will  be  sicca  rupees  4,91.580  or  upwards 
of  £  sterling  60,000. 

13.  We  imagine  the  success  of  the  plan  has  exceeded  }our  expecta¬ 
tions  when  you  settled  this  commission;  we  cannot  howe\er,  in  justice 
to  our  other  servants,  suffer  the  Comptroller  and  agents  to  draw  such 
excessive  emoluments  as  the  division  of  so  large  a  sum  in  the  proportions 
fixed,  added  to  the  salaries  given  them  besides  this  commission  ’would 
\ield  them. 

14.  We  direct,  therefore,  that  the  salaries  to  the  Comptroller 
Depuij  Comptroller,  agents  and  deputies  be  discontinued  ironi  the  receipt 
of  these  our  orders;  and  that,  in  lieu  of  the  commission  of  10  per  cent 
now  drawn,  a  commission  of  5  per  cent  be  taken  in  future  on  the  nett 
profits  of  the  salt,  and  that  one  quarter  part  thereof  shall  in  the  first 
instance  be  drawn  by  the  Comptroller,  out  of  which  he  shall  pay  his 
deputy  and  assistant,  and  the  remainder  of  the  5  per  cent  shall  be  divided 
between  the  five  agents  by  the  same  rules  and  proportions  as  the  f  miner 
allowance  of  10  per  cent,  each  agent  pa\ing  their  respective  assistants 
out  of  their  proportion  of  the  commission. 

15.  Having  thus  gone  through  such  regulations  as  appear  necessary 
for  immediately  retrenching  the  expellees  ol  \our  Re\enuc  Department 
we  shall  proceed  to  give  you  our  ordeis  respecting  similar  letrenchments 
in  the  General  and  Commercial  Departments. 

16.  We  have  come  to  a  resolution  that  the  allowances  of  the  offices 
under  the  Civil  Department  shall  instantly  be  confined  to  the  amount 
in  the  year  1776;  according  to  the  list  No.  15  accompanying  you  will 
perceive  that,  in  general,  the  posts  you  have  made  since  that  >ear  are 
there  abolished. 

17.  We  have  not  thought  it  expedient,  at  present,  to  give  any 
directions  respecting  the  Residents  at  the  respective  courts  of  the  Nizam 
and  Madhajee  Scindia.  But  with  respect  to  the  office  of  Resident  at 
any  other  of  the  Eastern  courts,  notwithstanding  wc  have  thought  proper 
for  the  present  to  abolish  them,  yet  as  you  must  be  the  most  competent 
judges  of  the  expediency  thereof,  we  give  you  a  latitude,  upon  any 
particular  exigency  of  our  affairs,  to  act  herein  as  the  necessity  of  the 
*  use  may  hereafter  require,  but  at  the  same  time  we  enjoin  you  to  confine 
the  charges  thereof  within  the  most  oecononiical  bounds. 


18.  We  do  not  approve  of  the  present  mode  of  supplying  the 
hospital  with  medicines,  and  by  the  Surgeon  General  who  ought  rather 
to  be  a  check  upon  the  person  concerned  in  those  supplies,  nor  can  we 
admit  of  the  allowance  made  him  for  that  purpose  being  continued  at 
its  present  very  large  amount  of  sicca  rupees  4300  per  month;  this  must 
therefore  suffer  a  considerable  reduction  and  a  more  eligible  mode 
pursued  for  discharging  the  expence  of  the  hospital  and  medicine  shop 
at  Calcutta. 
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19.  We  recommend  it  to  your  serious  and  immediate  attention  the 
reduction  of  every  other  article  of  expence  comprized  under  tile  head 
of  civil  charges  at  the  Presidency. 

h 

20.  We  conceive  that  such  temporal y  appointments  as  you  found 
necessary  to  make  in  consequence  of  the  war  have  been  abolished  already 
but  should  any  of  them  be  still  in  existance  the  same  must  immediately, 
upon  the  receipt  hereof,  be  annulled. 

21.  We  observe  that  in  1775/6  the  total  civil  charges  of  your  Gov¬ 
ernment  did  not  exceed  21,75,064  current  rupees,  and  that  in  1776/7 
they  did  not  exceed  19,84,737  current  rupees  including  the  charges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature.  We  therefore  direct  you  that  in  the 
present  moment  of  urgency  and  immediately  necessary  reduction  the 
charge  of  this  department  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  20  lacks  of 
current  rupees  conformable  to  the  accompanying  list,  and  when  we  form 
and  transmit  to  you  our  final  arrangement  of  establishments  for  vour 
settlement,  we  trust  it  will  be  in  our  power  to  arrange  the  Civil  Depart¬ 
ments  within  those  bounds. 

22.  The  charges  of  your  marine  in  1776  appear  not  to  have  exceeded 
the  sum  of  Rs.  3,50,000,  and  although  a  great  expence  has  been  incurred 
during  the  war  in  fitting  out  armed  vessels  we  do  not  see  the  necessity 
of  continuing  a  larger  establishment  for  that  service  now  that  peace  is 
restored.  We  therefore  direct  that  it  be  reduced  to  that  amount  in 
future. 

23.  We  trust  that  upon  the  return  of  peace  you  have  already  made 
every  reduction  in  the  military  establishments  consistent  with  the  safety 
of  our  settlement.  If  you  have  not  you  will  do  it  without  delay.  We 
shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  directing  what  we  conceive  to  be  an 
adequate  military  establishment  in  time  of  peace.  At  this  distance  we 
think  it  dangerous  to  form  hasty  and  premature  opinions.  But  although 
for  this  reason  we  avoid  immediately  to  draw  a  precise  line  for  your 
guide  upon  the  whole  of  this  important  branch  of  "your  expenditure  we 
do  not  hesitate  with  regard  to  many  of  the  employments  in  some  degree 
connected  with  military  detail,  and  therefore  we  positively  direct  that 
the  several  posts  in  the  military  department  occupied  by  covenanted 
servants  such  as  paymasters,  commissaries  etc.  be  immediately  reduced, 
both  as  to  their  number  and  allowances,  to  what  they  were  in  1775  or 
1776  according  to  the  accompanying  list;  and  as  we  mean  to  adhere  to 
the  military  establishment  of  1776  as  much  as  circumstances  will  admit 
it  is  our  positive  direction  that  no  promotions  of  field  or  other  officers 

e  made  in  any  of  the  corps  until  all  such  as  are  supernumerary  are 
provided  for  or  until  you  receive  other  orders  from  us;  "and  as  we  have 
abolished  the  post  of  Commandant  of  the  Garrison  of  Fort  William  by 
which  means,  under  the  preceding  regulation.  Colonel  Hampton  may 
claim  from  his  rank  to  succeed  to  the  command  of  a  brigade  as"  vacancies 
may  happen,  we  leave  it  to  your  own  discretion  and  judgement  either 
tQ  aPPoint  him  to  such  a  command  or  to  give  him,  in  lieu  thereof,  colonel's 
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pay  and  half  batta  without  any  command  as  you  may  think  best  for 
our  service. 

34.  By  the  military  accounts  of  1777/8  it  appears  that  the  heads 
of  contingent  charges,  boat  charges,  hospital  charges  and  house  rent 
amounted  to  current  rupees  7,91,908  which  sum  we  trust  will  not  be 
exceeded  in  future;  and  even  if  possible  a  reduction  made  on  this  amount. 

35.  The  expence  of  the  contracts  for  bullocks,  elephants  and  camels 
appears,  by  the  same  accounts,  to  have  been  current  rupees  3,06,000 
within  which  sum  we  likewise  hope  it  will  be  limited  in  future. 

36.  We  observe  also  that  the  contingencies  for  writers,  sircars  etc. 
to  the  field  officers  are  very  exorbitant,  and  we  point  this  out  to  your 
attention  for  the  purpose  of  making  every  possible  reduction  therein. 

37.  We  have  thought  proper  to  direct  that  in  future  the  senior 
colonel  commanding  a  brigade  shall  be  considered  as  the  officer  next  in 
rank  in  Bengal  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  India,  and  as  such  we 
consent  to  his  receiving  an  addition  to  the  usual  allowance  of  sonant 
rupees  8000  per  annum,  it  being  our  intention  that  after  the  departure 
of  General  Stibbert  the  second  in  command  shall  not  be  promoted  to 
an  higher  rank  than  that  of  colonel. 

38.  It  must  be  left  to  General  Stibbert’s  option  to  take  the  above 
posts  but  in  the  present  emergency  we  cannot  admit  of  his  drawing  the 
large  allowances  he  now  enjoys. 

39.  We  doubt  much  the  necessity  for  continuing  the  establishment 
of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  but  upon  this  we  mean  not  finally  by  this 
dispatch  to  decide;  but  we  have  made  a  reduction  in  the  expence  of 
that  establishment  as  will  appear  by  the  list  of  military  staff  officers 
accompanying  this  letter. 

30.  We  direct  that  such  officers  as  may  be  thrown  out  of  imme¬ 
diate  employ,  in  consequence  of  our  orders  on  this  subject  being  carried 
into  execution,  may  be  allowed  the  pay  and  half  batta  of  their  respective 
ranks  in  the  service  till  vacancies  happen,  as  it  is  not  our  intention,  by 
any  means,  to  deprive  them  of  a  decent  subsistance. 

31.  Respecting  the  Commercial  Department  all  new  appointments 
made  therein  since  1776,  we  have  resolved,  shall  be  abolished  and  the 
salaries  and  allowances  to  the  servants  under  that  department  reduced 
to  what  they  were  in  1776,  and  we  rely  on  our  Board  of  Trade  for 
immediately  making  every  possible  retrenchment  in  the  other  articles 
of  expence  under  their  direction. 

33.  We  positively  order  and  direct  that  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter 
you  immediately  and  without  delay  make  the  above  retrenchments  in 
the  Civil,  Revenue  and  Commercial  Departments  and  conform  exactly 
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to  the  enclosed  lists  of  reductions.  We  have  been  in  the  present  moment 
under  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  execution  of  many  articles,  even  of 
retrenchments  immediately  expected,  to  your  own  exertions.  We  trust 
that  on  all  such  occasions  you  will  consider  our  recommendations  to  be 
founded  on  well  grounded  expectation  of  compliance  with  them,  and  shall 
judge  of  your  fidelity  in  o-ur  service  and  your  attention  to  the  public 
welfare  by  the  success  of  your  exertions  in  rendering  those  recommenda¬ 
tions  effectual. 


33.  As  we  have  refrained  from  appointing  and  sending  out  writers 
to  the  several  Presidencies  since  the  year  1782,  and  as  we  are  precluded 
from  making  any  further  appointments,  by  the  40th  and  41st  clause  of 
the  late  Act  of  Parliament,  until  we  have  received  from  our  several 
Presidencies  a  state  of  their  establishments  with  compleat  lists  of  all  the 
offices  and  employments,  both  civil  and  military,  in  our  pay  or  service  in 
India,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  every  practicable  retrenchment  and 
reduction,  we  hope  and  trust  that  the  additional  superfluous  expence, 
with  other  evils  pointed  out  by  you  in  your  letter  from  the  Revenue 
Department  of  the  5th  May  1781  to  have  arisen  from  your  establishment 
having  been  burthened  with  a  greater  number  of  servants  appointed 
from  hence  than  you  could  possibly  employ,  will  gradually  lessen  and 
thereby  facilitate  the  operation  of  that  strict  and  rigid  system  of  economy 
which  we  have  most  anxiously  at  heart. 

34.  We  are  aware  that  in  consequence  of  the  directions  we  have 
given  many  of  our  servants  will  undergo  a  very  mortifying  alteration 
in  their  circumstances  but  the  situation  of  our  affairs  renders  it  absolutely 
necessary.  ^  Opening  in  our  service  will  again  gradually  occur,  and  as 
it  is  our  indispensible  duty  it  shall  be  our  invariable  practice  to  make 
the  distributions  of  situations  as  they  fall  with  the  strictest  impartiality. 
And  in  the  meantime  we  direct  that  if  any  senior  merchant  is  in 
consequence  of  our  orders  deprived  of  any  more  lucrative  situation  he 
shall,  till  otherwise  provided  for,  receive  for  his  subsistance  a  sum  not 
exceeding  sicca  rupees  4000  per  annum, 


35*  ^  junior  merchant  is  in  the  same  manner  deprived  of  any 
more  lucrative  situation  he  shall,  for  his  subsistance,  receive  a  sum  not 
exceeding  sicca  rupees  3500. 


36  If  any  factor  is  in  the  same  manner  reduced  he  shall  receive, 
or  subsistance,  a  sum  not  exceeding  3000  sicca  rupees. 

$ 

37.  And  if  any  writer  is  reduced  in  consequence  of  the  orders  here¬ 
with  transmitted  he  shall  receive,  for  subsistance,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
2500  sicca  rupees.  6 

¥ 

J®'  ^  s"ch  temporary  allowances  are  to  be  discontinued  when  any 

^fTLd^1?tl°n  °f  f?ants  are  ^-appointed  to  situations  more 
rative  than  the  amount  of  those  allowances, 
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39.  We  expect  a  ready  and  implicit  acquiescence  in  all  our  servaiSs^ 
civil  and  military,  to  the  reductions  which  you  shall  direct  to  take  place 
in  consequence  of  these  our  orders;  and  should  any  of  them  so  far  betray 
a  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  as  to  impede  or  embarrass  your  proceedings  upon 
this  subject,  we  direct  that  they  be  instantly  dismissed  the  service  and 
sent  to  Europe. 

40.  To  relieve  us  from  our  present  exigencies  no  alternative,  we 
think,  can  be  devised  nor  can  we  therefore  admit  of  any  deviation  from 
the  positive  and  express  injunctions  herein  laid  down. 

41.  By  summing  up  the  amount  of  savings  arising  out  of  the 
different  retrenchments  we  have  ordered  to  be  immediately  made,  you 
will  observe  they  form  a  very  considerable  sum,  and  we  have  the  satis¬ 
faction  to  hope  that  the  effect  of  it  will  be  an  immediate  discharge  of 
the  arrears  due  to  the  army.  To  this  object  we  desire  the  effect  of 
every  retrenchment  to  be  in  the  first  place  directed,  and  we  take  this 
opportunity  explicitly  to  declare  it  as  a  leading  principle  of  our 
Government  that  the  pay  of  the  soldier  ought  never  to  be  in  arrear; 
while  there  is  a  rupee  in  your  treasury  he  must  be  paid  and  every  other 
article  of  expenditure  must  be  postponed  to  that  consideration.  We  wish 
this  principle  to  be  understood  among  all  our  servants,  civil  and  military. 
We  trust  the  effects  of  its  being  so  understood  will  be  to  introduce  a 
spirit  of  public  economy  among  our  civil  servants  and  among  our  military 
a  spirit  of  active  exertion  in  time  of  war,  of  sober  deportment  in  time 
of  peace  and  a  strict  attention  to  discipline  in  time  both  of  peace  and 
war. 

We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Nathl.  Smith  /  W.  Devaynes  /  L. 
Sulivan/John  Motteux/W.  Bensley / 
Thos.  Parry  /  F.  Baring  /  John 
Manship  /  Jno.  Woodhouse  /  Jno. 
Michie  /  George  Tatem  /  J.  Smith  / 
Joseph  Sparkes/Jas.  Moffatt/Paul  Le 
Mesurier  /  Hugh  Inglis  /  E.  Boehm  / 
R.  Hall/ John  Hunter/W.  Mills/ 
Geo.  Johnstone/Step.  Lushington. 


London, 

the  11th  April  1785. 


Company's  Separate  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 
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LETTER  DATED  8  JULY  1785 


Neglect  to  send  latest  books  and  accounts  censured  and  strict  coni’ 
pliance  with  orders  enjoined — Committee  of  Accounts  abolished — junior 
servants  to  be  posted  to  different  offices  for  training — Board  of  Trade  to 
accept  the  Governor  General  in  Council's  decision  on  all  disputed  points 
— machines  for  improving  silk  manufacture . 

Sent  per  Surprize ,  Earl  Talbot ,  etc.  8th  July  1785. 

OuR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 


1*  Our  last  letters  to  you  were  dated  the  11th  April  last,  and 
transmitted  in  duplicate  by  the  ships  Deptford  and  Dutton . 

2.  Since  the  dispatch  of  these  ships  we  have  received  overland  and 
by  the  Surprize  packet,  which  arrived  at  Limerick  or  the  9th  April,  the 
following  advices  from  your  Presidency,  viz.. 


* 


Overland 


General  Letters  dated  12  th  October  and  13th  November 
1784. 

Letters  from  the  Governor  General  dated  1st  and  20th 
^  October  1784. 


Surprize 

packet 


>  General  Letters  dated  1st  April,  53rd  August  and  10th 
December  1784. 

Separate  General  Letter  dated  10th  December  1784. 
Secret  Letters  dated  20th  August,  13th  November  and 
8th  December  1784. 

-  Letters  in  the  Foreign  Department  dated  13th  November 
and  8th  December  1784. 

Revenue  Letters  dated  31st  March  and  1st  December 
1784. 

Letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  dated  3rd  December 

1 1784- 


3.  We  have  also  received  two  letters  from  our  Governor  General 
dated  22 nd  November  and  6th  December  1784,  and  by  the  ship 
Southampton  the  following  advices  from  your  Presidency,  viz., 


General  Letter  dated  28th  December  1784. 

Revenue  Letter  dated  24th  December  1784. 

Letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  dated  14th  December ,  1784. 

*  * 

4.  We  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  giving  our  orders  and 
directions  on  such  parts  of  those  advices  as  may  appear  to  demand  our 
attention. 


I 
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5.  We  have  appointed  William  Devaynes  Esqr.,  our  Chairman, 
Nathaniel  Smith  Esqr.,  our  Deputy  Chairman,  together  with  George 
Cuming,  John  Manship,  John  Michie,  Laurence  Sulivan  and  John 
Woodhouse  Esqrs.  to  be  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  for  giving  the  neces¬ 
sary  directions  respecting  the  safety  of  the  Company’s  shipping,  the 
orders  therefore  of  any  three  of  the  said  Committee,  respecting  the  same, 
must  be  obeyed  with  the  greatest  punctuality. 

6.  Having  appointed  William  Devaynes  Esqr.,  Chairman,  Nathaniel 
Smith  Esqr.,  Deputy  Chairman,  and  Laurence  Sulivan  Esqr.,  during  the 
present  direction,  to  be  a  Secret  Committee  agreeably  to  and  for  the 
purposes  stated  in  the  15  th  and  16th  clauses  of  the  Act  of  the  last 
session  of  Parliament,  Cap.  25,  entitled  “  An  Act  for  the  better  regula¬ 
tion  and  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Company  and  of 
the  British  possessions  in  India,  and  for  establishing  a  Court  of  Judica¬ 
ture  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual  trial  of  persons  accused  of  offences 
committed  in  the  East  Indies  ”,  we  hereby  direct  that  all  orders  and 

instructions  which  vou  shall  receive  from  our  said  Secret  Committee  be 

* 

observed  and  obeyed  with  the  same  punctuality  and  exactness  as  though 
they  had  been  signed  by  thirteen  or  more  members  of  the  Court  of 
Directors,  conformably  to  the  said  Act. 


Date  of  Permission  7*  Mr.  Robert  Maxwell  has  obtained  our  leave 
17th  March  1785.  to  proceed  to  India  under  free  mariners’  indentures. 


8.  We  have 
21st  March  1785. 


also  permitted  Lieutenant  Thomas  Stephenson,  late 
commander  of  His  Majesty’s  storeship  Harriet ,  who 
is  in  India,  to  remain  there  as  a  free  mariner. 


9.  Mr.  John 
Bengal  (Circular). 


Herbert  has  our  permission  to  proceed  to  India  and 

w  tm 

remain  there  three  years  for  the  purpose  of  recover¬ 
ing  his  effects. 


10.  Mr.  George  Allen  having  represented  to  us  that  he  entered  into 
the  Company’s  service  in  the  year  1760  and  acted  in  different  stations  on 
board  many  of  their  ships  till  the  year  1781,  when  he  commanded  the 
True  Briton  on  the  death  of  Captain  Timbrill,  and  that  a  long  illness 
prevented  his  proceeding  with  that  ship  on  her  present  voyage,  by  which 
misfortune  he  is  thrown  entirely  out  of  the  service,  and  having  requested 
to  be  nominated  to  succeed  as  Master  Attendant  in  Bengal  after  Mr. 
Thornhill,  we  have  taken  Mr.  Allen’s  long  services  into  consideration 
and,  being  well  satisfied  with  his  conduct  and  abilities,  direct  that  he 

be  appointed  to  that  post  when  the  same  shall  be  vacated  by  Mr. 
Thornhill. 


11.  Mr.  John  Lamb,  who  was  an  assistant  surgeon  on  your  establish¬ 
ment  and  came  to  England  with  your  permission  as  surgeon  of  the  ship 
Lord  Macartney ,  has  our  leave  to  return  to  Bengal  to  practice  in  his 

profession  and  to  be  promoted  in  our  service  in  the  manner  directed  in 
letter  of  the  16th  March  1784. 
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12.  Mr.  Thomas  Morris  who  was  an  assistant  surgeon  on  your 
establishment  and  came  to  England  as  surgeon  of  the  Warren  and  had 
our  leave  to  return  to  Bengal  having  represented  that  he  cannot  avail 
himself  of  that  indulgence,  and  requested  permission  to  resign  his  station 
at  your  Presidency,  we  have  accepted  his  resignation  accordingly. 


13.  Mr.  Morris  having  also  requested  the  payment  in  England  of 
his  allowances  which,  as  he  states,  commenced  on  the  1st  January  1783 

Rpncrai  tcirrnUr\  and  ended  0X1  the  *5th  December  following,  the  day 

^  on  which  he  landed  in  England,  and  at  the  rate  of 

sonaut  rupees  5,843  or  £355-7-6  per  annum  amounts  to  the  sum  of 
£350-10-1,  we  have  under  the  particular  circumstances  of  his  case  complied 
therewith,  and  having  deducted  the  sum  of  £50  formerly  advanced  him 
we  have  paid  him  the  balance,  being  £300-10-1. 


14.  And  as  Mr.  Morris  has  given  security  to  return  the  amount, 
payable  in  London,  if  it  should  appear  that  the  same  has  been  paid 
to  his  attornies  in  Bengal,  in  consequence  of  our  having  in  our  letters 
of  16th  March  and  53rd  April  1784  referred  his  accounts  to  be  liquidated, 
by  you,  we  direct  that  you  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  acquainting 
us  whether  you  have  adjusted  his  claims  or  advanced  any  money  on 
account  thereof. 


15.  Having  accidentally  omitted  to  settle  the  rank  of  Mr.  Francis 
Philips,  who  was  appointed  a  cadet  for  Bengal  in  1781,  and  took  passage 
on  the  ship  Nassau ,  we  now  direct  that  he  be  placed  on  your  establish¬ 
ment  next  below  Mr.  John  Drummond,  who  was  the  79th  cadet  on  our 
list  of  that  season. 


16.  Mr.  Richard  Chaloner  Jackson,  who  was  appointed  a  cadet  for 
Bengal  in  the  season  of  1785,  and  took  passage  on  the  Danish  ship 
Hussar ,  having  through  accident  been  inserted  in  the  list  of  rank  by  the 
name  of  John  Chandler  Jackson,  we  direct  that  you  rectify  the  mistake 
in  the  list  transmitted  to  your  Presidency. 

17.  We  cannot  avoid  expressing  our  disappointment  in  not  receiving 
your  General  or  Revenue  books  to  a  later  period  than  1781/5,  and  we 

n  ,  .  fed  t&is  disappointment  the  more  as  we  are  enjoined 

counts  not  LnThome  Act  Parliament  to  lay  a  complete  state  of  the 

revenues  and  charges  at  the  different  Presidencies  in 
India  annually  before  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  the  latest  period 
possible. 

18.  With  respect  to  the  General  books  we  observe  that  those  of 
1781/5  are  balanced  and  closed  the  1st  of  October  1783,  and  as  your 
last  ship's  dispatches  were  dated  in  December  1784,  we  cannot  but  con¬ 
ceive  that  the  General  books  of  1785/3  might  have  been  sent  by  that 
conveyance.  This  omission  after  our  repeated  orders  to  have  every  book 
and  account  sent  home  to  the  latest  period  possible  appears  deserving 
of  censure,  for  notwithstanding  the  indisposition  of  your  Accountant 


*3° 
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General,  of  whose  abilities  and  assiduity  we  are  perfectly  convinced,  we 
think  his  deputy  and  assistants  ought  to  have  completed  the  books  and 
accounts  of  which  we  so  much  stand  in  need.  We  therefore  direct  that 
you  take  particular  care  in  future  that  we  may  not  have  any  subject  ot 
complaint  in  this  respect. 

19.  The  books  and  accounts  of  the  collections  of  revenues  and  the 
charges  thereon  for  1785/3  and  1783/4,  ought  to  have  been  sent  us  by 
the  Surprize .  The  Committee's  report  on  the  collections  and  balances 
of  the  year  ending  April  1784  appears  to  have  been  made  to  the  Council 
in  the  Revenue  Department  on  the  59th  of  July  1784,  from  whence  to 
the  10th  of  December,  the  date  of  the  Surprize' s  dispatch,  there  appears 
to  have  been  sufficient  time  for  making  up  the  Revenue  books  and 
accounts  of  that  year;  at  any  rate  however  no  excuse,  we  conceive,  can 
be  made  for  withholding  those  of  1785/3. 

50.  This  backwardness  therefore  appears  to  merit  our  severest 
reprehension  and  we  do  positively  direct  that  we  may  not  experience 
the  like  in  future. 


51.  We  find  likewise  that  you  have  not  transmitted  a  state  of  the 
revenues  of  Bengal  and  Bahar  since  that  for  the  year  1780/81.  We  direct 
that  the  omission  be  punctually  supplied. 

55.  The  General  and  subsidiary  books  of  the  Commercial  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  year  1785/3  we  find,  are  received  but  the  particulars  of  the 

Buxey's  accounts  of  that  department  have  never  yet 
engai.  been  transmitted;  this  omission,  we  direct,  you  will 

supply  from  the  first  institution  of  that  Board. 

53.  The  Civil  and  Marine  Paymasters'  and  Naval  Storekeeper's 
books  for  1785/3#  with  the  interest  and  deposit  books  from  1785  to  1784, 
as  also  the  Military  Paymaster  General’s  books  with  the  particulars  of 
the  military  disbursements  for  1785/3,  are  likewise  received.  Mr.  Alexan¬ 
ders  assiduity  in  this  particular  has  our  approbation,  but  we  are  sur¬ 
prized  to  find  that  no  Military  Storekeeper’s  books  have  been  received 
from  your  Presidency  since  those  of  1778/9. 

54.  Your  general  treasury  accounts  are  received  to  31st  August  1784, 
but  as  the  Surprize  was  not  dispatched  till  December  we  had  reason 
to  expect  you  might  have  continued  those  accounts  for  some  months  later. 

55.  We  now  therefore  repeat  our  positive  injunctions  that  you  send 
us  every  book  and  account  to  the  latest  period  possible,  particularly  your 
General  books  and  books  of  revenues,  with  such  others  as  may  be 
referred  to  therein,  such  as  Paymasters,  Collectors,  etc.  And  we  ate 

resolved  to  mark  every  neglect  of  this  kind  in  future  with  the  severest 
tokens  of  our  displeasure. 


•a 


Wc  particularly  direct  that  you  pay  every  possible  attention  to 
,|>reprmg  and  transmitting  to  us,  by  the  earliest  conveyance,  the 
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accounts  ordered  in  the  40th  section  of  the  last  Act  of  Parliament  for 
better  regulation  of  the  Company’s  affairs,  and  that  it  be  accompa] 
with  every  explanation  and  information  that  can  be  given  on  the  sub 
in  order  not  only  to  guide  our  judgement  in  considering  thereof  but 
we  may  be  enabled  to  lay  before  Parliament,  at  the  opening  of  e 
session,  the  account  required  by  the  aforesaid  Act  made  out  with 
greatest  accuracy. 

27.  This  naturally  leads  us  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
of  covenant  servants  on  your  establishment  with  their  employme 
salaries  and  allowances  sent  home  by  the  Surprize ,  upon  which  s 
remarks  appear  necessary  to  be  made  for  your  future  directions. 

28.  We  think  it  might  have  been  brought  down  to  a  later  pe 
than  the  1st  January  1784,  particularly  as  additional  allowances  t 
considerable  amount  had  been  made  in  February  and  March  follow 
such  are  [as]  the  additions  to  the  salaries,  etc.  of  the  judges  of  adaw 
the  appointments  of  a  Judge  and  Collector  to  Sircar  Rotas,  etc.  We 
too  that  the  name  and  allowance  to  Mr.  J.  Cheap,  who  signs  the  lis 
examiner  in  the  Accountant’s  Office,  is  entirely  omitted  though  he 
appointed  to  the  office  in  September  1783  and  his  allowance  settlec 
January  following.  Mr.  Meyer’s  name  and  office  are  in  like  mar 
omitted  though  his  signature  appears  at  the  end  of  the  list. 

29.  Another  omission  is  that  the  names  and  offices  of  those  per; 
who  are  not  covenanted  servants  are  entirely  left  out.  Such  are 
Superintendent  of  Police  and  the  Deputy  Salt  Agents. 

30.  You  will  therefore  be  very  attentive  to  the  directions  giver 
the  26th  paragraph  for  preparing  the  account  ordered  by  the  Ad 

Parliament,  which  must  contain  every  office,  plac< 
nga  ’  employ  in  every  department  under  your  Preside 

held  by  servants  of  whatever  denomination  whether  paid  by  the  Comp 
or  otherwise,  with  the  salaries,  pay  and  emoluments  of  every  1 
annexed  thereto. 


31.  We  have  perused  your  proceedings  relative  to  the  appointn 
of  a  Committee  of  Accounts  to  transact  the  business  appertaining  to  3 

Board  in  the  Department  of  Inspection.  Even  if 
counum^ttee  °*  A<>  Present  situation  of  the  Company’s  affairs  did 

absolutely  and  indispensably  require  that  e 
possible  reduction  in  their  expences  should  immediately  take  place 
should  be  far  from  being  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the  present  arra 
ment.  Peace  being  now  re-established  we  conceive  that  you  will  1 
sufficient  leisure  to  set  apart  at  least  one  day  in  a  week  for  assemb 
as  a  Board  of  Inspection,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Accountant  Gen 
in  the  Civil  Department  and  of  the  Commissary  General  in  the  Milit 
who  should  in  the  intermediate  days  audit  and  examine  the  sev 
accounts  and  thus  come  prepared  to  make  their  observations  or  ot 
tions  thereon  to  the  Board,  all  the  purposes  of  the  original  institu 
in  1772  might  be  fully  answered,  and  an  effectual  check  and  contrp 
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every  branch  of  expenditure  completely  established.  We  do  therefore 
hereby  direct  that  the  Committee  of  Accounts  be  forthwith  abolished* 
and  that  you  do  immediately  resume  the  business  of  that  department  as 
a  Board  of  Inspection*  that  your  meetings  be  constant  and  regular,  and 
rh at  your  proceedings  be  transmitted  to  us  in  the  same  manner  as  those 

in  the  other  departments. 


ga.  We  have  attended  to  the  proposal  of  your  Accountant  General, 
as  communicated  to  us  in  your  letter  in  the  Public  Department  of  the 

grd  February  1783,  for  sending  from  hence  two 
Assistants  to  the  Ac-  persons  qualified  to  fill  the  stnd  and  grd  stations  in 
countan ts.  his  office^  an(j  cannot  avoid  expressing  the  utmost 

surprize  that  from  the  long  list  of  junior  servants  under  your  Presidency 

two  persons  could  not  be  found  capable  or  willing 
D§S^t“th  j2n.  to  fill  those  stations.  It  either  argues  a  great  relaxa- 
uary  1783.  tion  on  your  paTt  in  not  training  up  the  younger 

branches  of  our  servants  to  be  qualified  for  useful  employments,  or  has  a 
1  *  p  bli  tendency  to  show  that  they  wish  to  occupy  at  once 

Department °soth 'jan-  those  advantageous  and  lucrative  posts  to  which  they 
uary  1783.  ought  only  to  aspire  after  filling  the  inferior  stations 

with  industry  and  ability.  We  are  confirmed  in  this  opinion  from  the 
1  *  p  w  Accountant  General's  letter  to  your  Board  of  the  5th 
Depaxtment^ist  April  March  1783,  wherein  he  represents  that  notwithstand- 
1783.  ing  you  had  permitted  him  to  employ  any  of  the 

junior  servants  as  his  assistants  he  had  not  received  an  offer  from  any 
Consultation  1st  of  them,  and  that  the  persons  to  whom  he  tendered 
April.  those  stations  did  not  hold  the  salaries  annexed  to 

them  as  any  compensation  for  the  labour  which  they  would  have  to 
perform. 


gg.  But  it  is  high  time  for  us  to  interfere  with  your  authority  in 
giving  a  check  to  this  spirit  of  indolence  and  independence  which  seems 
to  be  gone  forth  among  our  junior  servants,  as  reproachful  to  themselves 
as  it  is  prejudicial  to  the  Company's  affairs.  We  therefore  direct  that 
you  do  from  time  to  time  nominate  such  persons  as  you  may  deem  capable 
of  affording  him  assistance,  and  should  any  of  them  so  nominated  decline 
engaging  therein  they  must  be  immediately  dismissed  from  the  Company's 
service,  and  in  order  that  our  junior  servants  may  be  properly  trained 
to  a  knowledge  of  our  affairs  in  the  several  departments  we  direct  that 
they  be  distributed  in  the  several  public  offices,  and  that  the  diligence 
and  ability  they  may  manifest  therein  be  considered  as  the  only  road  to 
appointments  of  greater  consequence  and  emolument. 


34.  The  method  proposed  by  the  Accountant  General  to  the  Board, 
in  his  letter  of  the  19th  J*uly  1784,  and  adopted  by  them,  of  preparing 

and  transmitting  the  statement  of  quick  and  dead 
stocks^*1  °n  qUlck  stock  at  the  quarterly  periods  mentioned  therein  has 

our  approbation  and  we  direct  that  you  see  the  same 
be  punctually  adhered  to.  We  are  likewise  of  opinion  that  the  same 
regulation  might,  with  much  advantage,  be  extended  to  the  estimates  of 


§ 
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receipts  and  disbursements,  and  that  it  would  be  productive  of  consi¬ 
derable  benefit  to  our  service  if  they  were,  in  like  manner,  made  up  and 
transmitted  to  us  at  fixed  and  invariable  quarterly  periods,  but  at  the 
same  time  still  continuing  the  annual  estimates  which  we  now  receive* 

35.  And  in  order  to  render  such  papers  more  satisfactory  to  us  they 
should  always  be  followed,  as  soon  as  possible,  .by  a  comparison  between 
the  estimated  and  the  actual  receipts  and  disbursements,  made  up  to  the 
same  periods  and  arranged  under  the  same  heads,  together  with  such 
observations  as  may  tend  to  show  the  causes  of  any  material  difference 
if  such  should  exist  between  them. 

36.  It  is  also  our  wish  that  estimates  and  accounts  in  the  same  form 
and  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  same  periods  should  be  in  like  manner 
transmitted  from  our  other  settlements  both  to  us  and  to  your  Govern¬ 
ment,  nothing  in  our  opinion  tending  more  to  that  economy  and  good 
order  necessary  to  the  future  prosperity  of  the  Company  than  that  every 
part  of  its  receipt  and  expenditure  should  be  brought  frequently,  and  in 
detail,  under  the  view  of  those  who  are  entrusted  either  at  home  or 
abroad  with  the  administration  of  its  affairs.  We  observe  that  this 
subject  was  submitted  to  your  consideration  by  the  Accountant  General 
the  25th  January  178a,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  find  on  any  of  your 
proceedings  the  form  which  he  then  laid  before  you  for  that  purpose. 

37.  We  therefore  now  direct  that  you  lose  no  time  in  taking  this 
subject  again  under  consideration,  and  in  forming  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Accountant  General  a  plan  for  the  purpose  to  be  transmitted  by 
you  to  our  other  Governments,  they  being  directed  to  conform  to  it,  in 
order  that  our  information  of  the  state  of  our  affairs  throughout  India 
may  be  constant,  uniform  and  regular. 

38.  We  have  attended  to  the  alterations  that  have  been  introduced 
into  your  accounts  of  quick  stock  of  31st  December  1783,  31st  July  and 
31st  October  1784,  by  inserting  the  arrears  of  every  kind  in  demand  from 
your  treasury  or  otherwise,  and  approve  of  the  reasons  urged  in  your 
Accountant  General’s  letters  of  the  31st  March  and  6th  December  1784 
relative  thereto.  We  agree  likewise  with  him  in  opinion  that  those 
statements  should  include  every  effective  article  of  debt  and  credit  to 
the  period  on  which  they  are  made  up  in  the  completest  manner  possible. 

39.  With  a  view  to  this  we  therefore  admit  the  propriety  of  insert¬ 
ing,  as  in  the  quick  stock  of  31st  October,  such  balances  of  the  land 
revenues  as  there  may  be  probable  reason  to  expect  will  be  collected. 
But  as  you  have  included  some  balance  outstanding  of  the  years  1780/81 
and  1781/83  we  are  fearful,  considering  how  unusual  it  has  hitherto 
been  to  collect  balances  of  above  two  year’s  standing,  that  this  is  rather 
a  doubtful  credit  in  our  favor.  Of  this  however  we  allow  you  to  be  the 
most  competent  judges,  but  care  must  be  always  taken  that  no  dubious 
articles  be  introduced  into  these  statements  except  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  distinguish  them  from  others  that  may  more  certainly  be  relied  on* 
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40.  On  the  other  hand  we  observe  that  the  same  quick  stock 
includes  on  the  credit  side  a  large  sum  for  bills  drawn  from  the  other 
Presidencies,  part  of  which  are  accepted  but  not  due,  and  a  greater  part 
had  not  then  been  presented  for  acceptance. 


41.  Conforming  to  our  opinion,  before  expressed,  that  the  state¬ 
ments  of  quick  stock  should  contain  every  article  of  debt  and  credit  to 
the  period  only  to  which  they  are  made  up,  we  cannot  but  consider  this 
article  as  going  beyond  that  period  and  consequently  such  as  could  not 
be  fairly  charged  as  a  debt  then  owing  by  the  Company. 

42.  On  the  whole  the  attention  shewed  by  the  Accountant  General 
in  framing  these  statements  merits  our  warmest  approbation  and  we  trust 
he  will  continue  the  same  exertions  in  this  as  in  every  other  matter  under 
his  department. 

43.  Before  we  dismiss  this  subject  we  must  enjoin  you  to  use  every 
exertion  to  recover  the  balances  outstanding  due  to  the  Company 
inserted  on  your  quick  stock.  We  particularly  refer,  in  this,  to  the  loans 
to  Major  Tolley,  the  Commissioner  of  Police,  and  the  balances  due  from 
the  several  paymasters  etc.  To  this  last  article  we  draw  your  attention 
because  of  the  heavy  loss  we  are  likely  to  sustain  from  the  defalcations 
of  the  late  paymasters  to  the  garrisons  and  Second  Brigade  and  approve 

of  your  resolution  on  the  57th  June  1785  on  the  subject  which  we  direct 
be  constantly  attended  to. 

44.  The  loan  to  Jong  Atchen,  the  Chinese,  we  observe  is  wrote  off  to 
>our  dead  stock  account  and  of  course  considered  as  irrecoverable.  We 
expect  that  you  be  very  cautious  in  future  in  making  loans  from  your 
treasury  on  any  account  without  proper  security  of  repayment  and  shall 
hold  you  responsible  for  any  loss  we  may  suffer  thereby. 

45*  The  large  sum  outstanding  due  from  the  aurungs ,  particularly 
at  the  Presidency,  continuing  on  the  several  quick  stocks  since  the  year 
1781  without  much  diminution  and  amounting  by  that  of  31st  October 
last  to  near  28  lacks  of  current  rupees,  also  demands  serious  attention. 
And  we  trust  our  Board  of  Trade  will  use  every  possible  exertion  to  see 
that  the  contractors  fulfil  their  engagements  and  that  we  do  not  suffer 
any  loss  by  these  considerable  advances. 


Your  Accountant  General  having,  in  his  letter  of  13th  January 
1784  had  reason  to  complain  of  the  want  of  official  information  relative 
to  the  disposal  of  the  treasure  sent  to  Madras  in  1783/4,  we  approve  of 
tiie  mode  proposed  by  him  for  preventing  any  such  defect  hi  future. 
And  as  it  is  of  consequence  to  -us  that  the  General  hooks  should  be  as 
free  as  possible  from  the  eirors,  which  want  of  official  information  of 

°t  t^e  Acc°untant  General  would  occasion,  we  direct  that  you 
oav-  particular  attention  to  obviate  the  same 

The  several  papers  which  you  lately  transmitted  to  us  relative 
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to  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Bristow,  late  Resident  at  the  court  of  the  Nabob 

of  Oudh,  will  be  soon  taken  into  consideration,  and 
our  final  sentiments  and  determination  thereon  will 
be  transmitted  to  you  by  one  of  the  early  ships  of  the  ensuing  season. 


Mr.  Bristow. 


48.  Several  officers  of  the  Madras  establishment  having  been 
advanced  pay  upon  their  arrival  at  Bombay  we  think  it  necessary  to 
direct  that  in  future  the  allowances  to  our  civil  and  military  servants 
do  not  commence  until  their  arrival  at  the  Presidency  under  which  they 
are  to  serve,  except  when  they  are  detained  at  any  of  our  other  settle¬ 
ments  in  India  by  the  orders  of  Government  or  by  unavoidable  necessity. 


49.  The  President  and  Council  of  Fort  .St.  George  have  lately 
complained  to  us  of  the  bad  quality  of  provisions  consigned  to  them 

from  your  settlement.  They  state  that  out  of  1285 
l  s  1  of  cas^s  1022  were  wholly  unserviceable,  that  the  rest 
provisions  from*  Ben-  must  be  sold  for  whatever  they  could  get  for  them, 
gal  to  Fort  St.  and  that  their  storehouses  would  not  have  been,  by 

George.  any  means^  so  much  burthened  with  this  unservice¬ 

able  article  had  you  attended  to  their  repeated 
remonstrances  against  your  continuing  to  send  it.  But  that,  notwith¬ 
standing  every  argument  they  could  urge  to  the  contrary,  consignment 
upon  consignment,  both  of  salt  provisions  and  of  rum,  have  un¬ 
remittingly  been  made  to  them,  the  former  of  which,  as  they  allege,  have 
often  been  of  a  very  bad  quality,  and  350  casks  which  arrived  at  Madras 
in  May  1784  appeared  to  be  so  entirely  decayed  that  after  landing  and 
examining  some  of  the  casks  they  thought  it  best  to  return  it  by  the 
vessel  it  came  in,  at  a  trifling  freight,  in  order  that  you  might  recover 

the  amount  of  the  cost  from  the  contractors,  as  it  was  not  actually  worth 

the  expense  of  boat  hire  to  bring  it  on  shore. 


50.  We  are  sorry  to  observe,  by  your  letter  to  Fort  St.  George  of 

the  2nd  August  last,  that  from  the  particular 
declarations  contained  in  the  answer  from  the 
different  agents  for  supplies  you  deem  yourselves 
precluded  from  all  hopes  of  recovering  the  property 
from  any  further  procedure  in  this  business. 


For  St.  George 
consultation  11th 
September  1784. 


51.  But  we  can  by  no  means  submit  to  so  heavy  a  loss  without  a 
more  particular  enquiry  being  made  herein.  Either  the  agents  for  the 
supplies,  the  contractors  or  the  owners  of  the  vessels  must  have  mate¬ 
rially  failed  in  their  respective  duties.  We  do  therefore  direct  that 
you  immediately  enter  upon  as  strict  an  examination  as  possible  into  the 
subject  of  the  present  complaint,  and  that  you  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Advocate  General  whether  any  and  what  legal  methods  might  be  pursued 
for  the  recovery  of  the  loss  the  Company  has  sustained  herein.  And  if 
you  shall  find  it  to  have  arisen  from  any  misconduct  in  our  own  servants 
employed  in  this  transaction,  we  direct  that  you  adopt  the  most 
rigorous  and  effectual  measures  for  bringing  them  to  a  severe  and 
exemplary  punishment. 
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55.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  paragraph  the  ship  Berri?igto?i  has 
arrived  with  advices  from  your  Presidency  under  the  following  dates,  viz., 

General  Letters  dated  29th  December  1784,  8th,  17th,  28th  and 
31st  January  1785. 

Secret  Letter  dated  17th  January  1785. 

Revenue  Letter  dated  29th  January  1785. 

Letter  in  the  Foreign  Department  dated  14th  January  1785. 

Letter  from  Mr*  Secretary  Bruere  dated  1st  February  1785. 

Letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade  dated  31st  December  1784,  7th 
18th  and  31st  January  1785. 


We  have  also  received  from  Mr.  David  Anderson  a  letter  irom 
Mr.  Secretary  Hay,  dated  29th  January  1785,  transmitting  Mr.  Grant's 
political  survey  of  the  Northern  Circars,  and  by  the  Danish  ship  Hussar 
the  following  advices  from  your  Presidency,  viz., 

General  Letter  dated  the  5th  February  1785. 

Secret  Letter  dated  the  3rd  February  1785. 

53.  And  we  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  giving  our  orders  and 
directions  on  such  parts  thereof  as  may  appear  to  demand  our  attention. 


54.  We  have  perused  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  relative 
to  the  rank  assigned  to  the  Honourable  Chas.  Stuart  at  that  Board 
p  . ,  on  death  of  Mr.  Vanrixtel,  and  are  extremely 

Board  ofTrade.  surprised  that  he  was  not  at  once  admitted  to  the 

Presidentship  according  to  his  standing  in  the 
service  and  agreeably  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our  orders  in  this  respect. 

should  your  interference  herein  have  proved 
ineffectual  we  hereby  direct  that  Mr.  Stuart  be 
appointed  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  immediately  upon  the  receipt 


55.  And  as  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
your  Secretary,  of  the  28th  January  last,  indicates  that  that  Board  do  not 
themselves  bound  to  abide  by  your  determination  herein,  we 
think  it  necessary  to  direct  that  in  all  disputed  points  between  the 
Governor  General  and  Council  and  the  Board  of  Trade  the  latter  shall 
submit  to  your  determination  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Court  of 
Directors  shall  be  known  upon  the  subject  in  dispute. 


56.  We  observe  by  your  General  Letter  of  the  17th  January  last, 
paragraphs  6  and  7,  that  you  had  resolved  upon  sending  one  of  our 

chartered  ships  to  Mocha  with  a  small  investment 
J  _  suited  to  that  market  in  order  to  provide  a  cargo  of 
tpr  Europe,  and  also  that  it  is  your  intention  to  repeat  this 
$  you  shall  receive  our  sentiments  on  the  advantages 
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arising  therefrom.  Upon  a  reference  to  your  plan,  as  recorded  on  your 
proceedings  of  the  21st  December,  we  are  sensible  that  considered  in  a 
local  point  of  view  it  embraces  objects  well  worthy  of  attention,  and  that 
the  furnishing  the  Mocha  market  with  an  annual  supply  of  Bengal  goods 
will,  by  being  attended  with  beneficial  advantages  to  the  manufacturers, 
have  its  consequent  influence  on  the  revenues.  But  as  ultimately  the 
Company  will  be  considerable  losers  upon  the  sales  of  the  coffee  in 
England,  and  as,  from  the  present  unfavourable  state  of  the  trade  in 
Mocha  coffee  owing  to  the  high  rate  of  its  first  cost  and  the  heavy  rates 
thereon,  the  quantity  we  have  already  received  from  Bombay,  viz.,  2111 
bales  together  with  what  we  may  further  expect  by  the  Lord  Camden 
is  equal  to  the  probable  demand  for  a  great  number  of  years  to  come, 
you  will  therefore  desist  from  sending  any  more  of  our  chartered  ships 
to  Mocha  for  the  purpose  of  a  provision  of  coffee  or  of  taking  any  other 
measures  whatsoever  for  providing  of  that  article  for  Europe,  until  you 
shall  receive  our  further  directions  thereon.  But  we  do  not  mean  to 
preclude  you  from  carrying  on  any  trade  to  Mocha  or  any  other  place 
in  that  neighbourhood,  provided  you  have  reasonable  grounds  of  belief 
that  it  will  prove  advantageous  to  the  Company,  and  that  such  trade  is 
not  carried  on  in  the  chartered  ships  of  the  Company. 

57*  Though  we  think  you  were  justified,  under  all  circumstances, 
in  sending  home  the  Surprize  yet  we  must  embrace  this  opportunity  of 
signifying  to  you  that  in  time  of  peace  we  expect  that  you  do  not  put 
us  to  such  great  expense  unless  the  case  is  momentous  and  of  great 
importance  to  the  interests  of  the  Company. 

58.  Although  the  Surprize  is  freighted  this  voyage  cheaper  than 
when  she  was  before  sent  to  England  yet  we  consider  the  expense  as 
very  great,  especially  as  the  Company  are  precluded  from  sending  either 
goods  or  passengers  without  the  consent  of  the  owners;  and  the  terms 
in  general  are  so  unfavorable  to  the  Company  that  we  cannot  suppose 
any  law  officer  belonging  to  them  at  your  Presidency  was  consulted  in 
drawing  up  the  charter  party,  which  is  worded  in  a  vague,  loose  and 
indefinite  manner. 

59.  We  have  determined  to  return  the  Surprize  immediately  to 
Bengal,  and  having  conferred  with  Mr.  David  Mitchell,  agent  to  the 
owner  of  that  vessel,  respecting  the  length  of  her  passage  from  Bengal 
and  the  time  of  landing  the  packet  in  Great  Britain  in  order  to  deter¬ 
mine  precisely  the  amount  of  the  freight  to  Europe,  he  produced  a 
certificate  of  Edward  Shouldham,  pilot,  that  he  quitted  the  Surprize 
packet  on  the  16th  December  1784,  and  an  affidavit  made  by  Mr.  Charles 
White  that  he  arrived  at  Holyhead  with  the  Surprize’s  packets  on  the 
14th  April  last  at  midnight,  and  delivered  them  at  the  East  India  House 
on  the  17th  of  the  same  month  about  2  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

60.  Having  no  other  proof  of  the  time  when  the  Surprize  left  the 
pilot,  nor  of  the  day  on  which  the  packer  was  landed  in  Great  Britain* 
besides  the  above  certificate  and  affidavit,  the  authenticity  of  which  we 
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have  no  reason  to  doubt,  and  the  payment  of  the  freight  being  by  the 
charterparty  to  be  made  in  Bengal,  where  it  will  be  easy  to  ascertain  the 
exact  time  of  her  leaving  the  pilot,  we  have  only  to  observe  that  should 
the  date  be  found  to  correspond  with  the  certificate  produced  by 
Mr.  Mitchell  the  ship  must  be  considered  to  have  landed  the  packet  in 
Great  Britain  within  the  period  of  four  months  (it  having  been  received 
at  the  East  India  House  on  the  17th  April)  and  consequently  the  amount 
of  the  freight  from  Bengal  to  Great  Britain  will,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  charterparty,  be  twenty  five  thousand  sicca  rupees. 

61.  Mr.  James  Lyons,  at  Limerick,  having  drawn  a  bill  upon  our 
Secretary  for  £85-14-8,  being  the  amount  of  the  expence  of  conveying 
from  thence  to  London  the  Company’s  packets  by  the  Surprize ,  we 
agreed  to  pay  the  same.  But  it  being  the  established  custom  of  the 
service  to  deliver  the  packets  at  the  East  India  House  free  of  charge  to 
the  Company,  and  expressly  stipulated  in  the  charterparty  of  that  vessel 
that  the  packets  should  be  delivered  in  Great  Britain,  we  directed  our 
Secretary  to  inform  Gaptain  Asquith  that  we  expected  he  would  repay 
the  said  sum  of  £85-14-8  into  our  treasury.  Captain  Asquith  signified 
that  having  no  orders  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Watson,  the  owner  of 
the  Surprize,  to  pay  any  expence  attending  the  landing  and  delivery  of 
the  Company’s  packet  by  that  vessel  he  must  refer  the  matter  to  be 
settled  with  that  gentleman  in  Bengal,  where  the  freight  is  made  payable; 
we  therefore  direct  that  on  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  that 
vessel  you  deduct  the  abovementioned  sum. 


62.  We  informed  you  in  our  last  per  Deptford  and  Dutton  that  we 
should  send  you,  by  some  future  conveyance,  a  few  brass  wheels  for  raw 
silk  of  superior  strength  to  those  formerly  sent.  You  will  receive  them 
by  the  same  conveyance  which  brings  this  letter,  and  so  far  as  we  are 
able  to  judge  we  conceive  they  will  obviate  every  objection  which  lav 
against  the  former  ones  with  respect  to  their  durability,  and  may  last  as 
:°ng,  as  f°  yeafs-  The  wheels  are  thicker,  the  axis  much  stronger  and 
he  bearings  of  them  are  3  or  4  times  as  broad,  besides  which  one  of 
them  is  made  of  hardened  brass  and  the  other  of  hard  cast  iron  and  they 
have  holes  through  them  to  admit  clean  oil. 


63.  These  reels  are  not  to  be  screwed  down  horizontally  upon  the 
wood  frame  but  must  be  fixed  vertically  with  the  wood  pegs  uppermost 

!££  S  "“I6'  ,ak“  ^  <°F*  on  in  them  and  thenpmKS 
places  again  to  keep  out  dust  and  dirt. 

we  jettons  we  gave  in  our  former  letter  respecting  them 

SpS  reno»  nb/  Pursued’.  ***  after  sufficient  toial  *  ^ir  and 

impartial  report  of  their  merits  or  defects  may  be  made  to  us. 

fiL  tt”®7  °f,t-he  c.rossinS  machines  seems  to  be  universally 

S  jlt  eT  $  <L1,rectIons  tint  a  father  quantity  of  300  sets 
teexeoited.  You  will  receive  them  by  some  of  the  first  ships  of 

qiproaifemg  season  and  we  desire  that  you  acquaint  us  whatmay 
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“to  u*“ual  “PP'y  *"  “  <0  om  t«  top  op 

imoorts  from  ^our  ”**  formin^  so  “tensive  a  branch  of  our 

imports  from  your  settlement  we  cannot  too  often  reoeat  nor  too 

strongly  enforce  our  positive  directions  that  our  Board  of  Trade  exert 

themselves  by  every  means  in  their  power,  to  render  it  a  beneS 

both  a  reduction  in* its  f?™  °^Served/  can  only  be  done  by  effecting 
both  a  reduction  m  its  price  and  an  improvement  in  its  quality  We 

have  already  expressed  our  satisfaction  in  the  reduction  thaAas  hi'therto 

taken  place  but  we  must  at  the  same  time  inform  you  that  the  prfoe 

is  yet  greatly  too  high  to  yield  any  profit.  7  P 

67.  As  soon  as  we  receive  the  result  of  the  inquiries  on  this  subject 
mentioned  m  he  10  paragraph  of  the  Board  of  Trade's  letter  of J  the 

3rd  December  last,  we  shall  take  the  subject  into  further  consideration 
and  communicate  our  sentiments  thereon. 


' 68’  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  commission  appointing  the  Right 

2  Z  we,,  °  Macartney  to  be  Governor  General  of  the*  PresideL 
of  Fort  William  m  Bengal  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the 

S  *orces  ln  tbe  East  Indies  for  the  time  being,  together  with 
John  Macpherson  and  John  Stables  Esqrs.  to  be  the  Council  at  Fort 
William,  also  a  commission  appointing  Lord  Macartney  to  be  Governor 
gd  Commander  m  Chief  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  William  and  town  of 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 


London, 

the  8th  July  1785. 


W.  Devaynes  /  Nathl.  Smith  /  L. 
Sulivan  /  John  Manship  /  John 
Roberts  /  Jno.  Michie  /  Thos.  Fitz- 
hugh  /  George  Cuming/E.  Boehm/ 
Jno.  Townson  /  Step.  Lushington  / 
John  Mo tteux  /  Lionel  Darell/Thos. 
Parry/ Jas.  Moffatt/Wm.  Mills/Thos. 
Cheap. 


Endorsed  8th  July  1785. 

Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal,  per  Surprize  and  Earl  Talbot. 
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Permission  to  draw  bills  upon  the  Court  on  account  of  the  Compi 
Indian  debts — amount  of  investment  fixed  set  as  not  to  cause  a  large  c 
on  Indian  retinues — strict  adherence  to  the  Act  of  1783  prohibiting  Bi 
subjects  from  helping  foreigners  enjoined . 

^)lJR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

[1]  We  have  taken  into  our  serious  consideration  the  large  am< 
of  debts  owing  by  the  Company  to  our  servants  and  others  in  India, 
alarming  state  of  our  credit  there  and  the  embarrassments  in  which 
Governments  are  involved  in  consequence  thereof.  After  a  most  ai 
tive  review  of  every  particular  of  our  situation,  both  at  home  anc 
India,  we  have  resolved  to  grant  you  permission  to  draw  bills  u 
us  on  account  of  our  Indian  debts,  at  the  rates  and  to  the  amt 
herein  after  specified.  We  proceed  therefore  to  give  you  our  direct 
for  carrying  into  effect  this  important  operation.  But  previous  to 
entering  on  its  detail  we  think  it  proper  to  remark  to  you,  what  car 
however  escape  your  notice,  how  great  a  reliance  we  have  shewn  by 
measure  on  your  zeal,  integrity  and  firmness  in  the  administration 
the  government  entrusted  to  you:  we  have  adopted  this  plan  froi 
decided  opinion  that  our  resources  are  adequate  to  its  support.  But 
are  not  ignorant  that  misconduct  in  our  servants  may  produce  a  fai] 
of  those  resources,  the  consequences  of  which  might  be  in  the  hig] 
degree  detrimental  to  our  interests.  We  doubt  not  that  this  consid 
tion  will  operate  as  an  additional  motive  to  you  for  the  strictest  ; 
most  unremitting  attention  to  every  circumstance  which  may  dimir 
our  expences,  extend  our  resources  and  promote  the  welfare  and  p 
perity  of  the  province  under  our  Government,  Impressed  as  we  are  v 
the  strongest  conviction  that  by  such  a  line  of  conduct  alone  we  < 
hope  to  be  relieved  from  the  embarrassments  under  which  we  labor,  < 
to  answer  the  extensive  demands  to  which  we  are  liable,  we  call  u| 
you  to  assist  and  co-operate  with  us  in  this  great  object.  We  have 
been  wanting  to  the  ease  and  relief  of  our  settlements  in  India  but  h 
even  subjected  ourselves  to  heavy  burthens  at  home  in  order  to  establ 
their  credit  on  a  firm  and  lasting  foundation.  On  your  part  we  exp 
an  equal  attention  to  our  interests  and  above  all  a  rigid  and  impari 
economy,  assuring  you  of  our  determination  to  support  you  to  the  utra 
in  the  discharge  of  a  duty  which  we  know  to  be  difficult  and  arduous. 

W  discussion  of  the  subject  matter  of  this  dispatch  < 

attention  was,  in  the  first  instance,  directed  to  the  amount  of  the  demai 
which  may  be  made  upon  us  in  India.  The  exact  sum  we  found  o 
selves  unable  to  ascertain  with  accuracy,  particularly  as  a  part  of  wl 
appears  on  the  statements,  lately  received,  consists  of  arrears  in  accou: 
not  finally  adjusted,  besides  which  we  conceive  there  is  just  ground 
expect  that  before  the  arrival  of  this  letter  some  considerable  part,  pa: 

epfcfJ?  of  the  military  arrears,  will  have  been  dischatwd  Anf  nf  i 

■*  >  *  r 
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surplus  arising  from  our  revenues  after  the  reductions  made  by  o 
vants  in  India,  and  those  directed  by  us  in  our  letter  of  the  nth  Ap 

[3]  We  have  therefore  determined  to  authorize  you  to  dra^ 
upon  us  on  account  of  our  debts  in  India  to  an  amount  not  exc 
six  hundred  lacks  (600,00,000)  of  current  rupees,  at  the  terms  and 
manner  hereinafter  directed;  a  preference  to  be  given  to  the  bond] 
at  our  different  Presidencies,  and  bills  are,  in  the  first  instance, 
offered  to  them  by  public  advertisement  for  the  whole  or  any  ^ 
their  debts  which  they  may  chuse  to  subscribe  for  this  purpose 
a  reasonable  time  is  to  be  given  (not  less  than  six  nor  more  thai 
months  from  your  receipt  hereof)  in  order  to  allow  the  bondholc 
all  the  different  Presidencies,  to  signify  to  you  their  acquiescence 
terms  offered.  And  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  you  are  t< 
bills  upon  us  in  favor  of  such  bondholders  as  shall  have  so  si 
their  acquiescence,  taking  care  to  receive  from  them  proper  acqui 
for  such  parts  of  the  bonded  debt  as  they  shall  have  subscribed. 

[4]  After  this  operation  shall  have  been  completed  it  is  our 
tion  that  you  should  be  allowed  to  draw  for  the  remainder  of 
hundred  lacks  on  account  of  so  much  of  the  other  debts,  due 
different  Presidencies,  as  arise  either  from  arrears  of  fixed  salary 
of  our  civil  or  military  servants,  to  which  such  servants  may  have 
and  indisputable  claim,  not  depending  on  any  further  investigai 
ascertain  their  amount,  or  from  any  other  arrears  which  have  bee 
ascertained  after  proper  investigation  of  the  nature  and  extent 
debt  and  the  accounts  or  circumstances  on  which  it  depends,  takii 
not  to  include  therein  any  supposed  balances  on  accounts  still  d 
ing  or  any  sums  which  have  not  been  completely  liquidated  bef< 
receipt  of  these  orders. 

[5]  And  as  it  is  our  intention  that  an  equal  benefit  of  this 
tion  should  be  allowed  to  our  creditors  at  all  our  Presidencies  y 
to  require  our  Governments  there  to  transmit  to  you  accounts 
amount  of  all  such  debts  as  above  stated,  the  creditors  on  whic 
have  acceded  to  this  plan  within  a  limited  time  after  notice  to  b< 
to  them  by  public  advertisements  for  that  purpose  at  each  Pres 
taking  care  to  include  in  such  account  no  debts  which  do  not  fall 
the  description  above  stated.  When  such  account  shall  have 
received  by  you,  you  are  to  add  its  amount  to  that  of  the  debts 
similar  circumstances  in  Bengal,  the  creditors  on  which  shall 
manner  have  signified  to  you  their  acquiescence,  and  if  the  whol 
not  exceed  the  difference  between  the  600,00,000  above  stated  a 
amount  of  bonded  debt  subscribed  for,  you  are  then  to  grant  t 
creditors  bills  to  the  whole  amount  of  such  debts  on  the  terms 
after  directed.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  amount  shall  excee 
difference  you  are  then  to  give  such  creditors  bills  to  the  whole  < 
of  such  difference,  at  an  equal  percentage  on  the  amount  of  their 
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[6]  All  these  bills,  both  for  the  bonded  and  the  other  debts,  are 
to  be  drawn  at  an  exchange  of  one  shilling  and  eight  pence  the  Bengal 
current  rupee;  and  at  a  proportionable  rate  of  exchange  for  the  pagoda 
and  Bombay  rupee,  to  be  settled  by  our  Governor  General  and  Council. 
They  are  to  be  made  payable  548  days  after  date,  with  an  option  to  the 
Company  to  postpone  the  full  payment  thereof  o-n  paying  interest  upon 
them  half  yearly,  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent  per  annum  from  the  date 
of  their  becoming  due,  and  also  on  paying  installments  of  not  less  than 
10  per  cent  on  the  principal  in  every  year  after  the  xst  March  1790, 
unless  it  shall  suit  our  convenience  to  discharge  them  by  earlier  or 
larger  payments;  and  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  those  bills  more 
convenient  to  the  holders  they  are  to  be  issued  to  each  creditor  in  bills 
of  five  hundred  pounds  each,  and  one  bill  for  the  fractional  part  if  any 
such  shall  be  owing  to  him. 


[7]  The  funds  for  these  payments  at  home,  and  for  those  which 
are  necessary  to  answer  the  demands  which  may  be  made  upon  us  before 
the  above  period,  must  arise  from  an  increase  of  our  investment  for  that 
purpose  beyond  the  sum  allotted  in  our  reports  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  From  every  consideration  which  we  have  been  able  to  give 
to  the  subject  and  on  an  examination  of  all  the  materials  in  our 
possession  which  might  tend  to  elucidate  it,  particularly  of  the  observa¬ 
tion  of  our  Accountant  General  at  Bengal  on  our  reports,  we  are  fully 
convinced  that  if  our  revenues  in  India  are  properly  administered  there 
must  arise  a  surplus,  beyond  our  reduced  establishments,  amply  sufficient 
for  the  purposes  of  this  plan.  On  this  head  therefore  we  have  only  to 
represent  our  general  injunctions,  to  which  we  cannot  too  often  recur, 
that  you  observe  the  utmost  economy  in  every  department,  and  that  you 
pay  a  proper  attention  to  the  due  collection  of  the  revenues. 


[8]  With  regard  to  the  investing  this  surplus  and  our  other  funds 
in  India  in  goods  marketable  in  Europe,  the  amount  of  such  investments 
is  a  consideration  of  no  little  difficulty.  We  have  attended  to  it  not 
only  with  a  view  to  the  necessary  supply  of  our  sales  at  home,  but  also 
m  so  far  as  it  may  affect  the  prosperity  of  our  possessions  in  India.  We 
conceive  that  there  is  danger  lest  by  bringing  to  Europe  too  large  an 
amount  of  the  revenues  of  those  countries  in  goods  fol*  which  no  return 
is  made  we  should  occasion  a  drain  which  our  territories  may  be  unable 
to  support;  especially  after  the  pressure  of  those  distresses  under  which 
they  have  so  recently  labored.  On  the  other  hand  we  observe  that  our 
Accountant  General  in  his  observations  states  and  we  think  with  reason 
the  mischief  which  might  arise  from  any  considerable  reduction  of  the 
sums  which  have  been  annually  distributed  among  the  manufacturers  of 

t  e  Company  and  from  which  they  have  derived  the  means  of  subsistence 
and  the  reward  of  labor  and  ingenuity. 


*  E9]  We  have  therefore  had  recourse  to  the  experience  of  former 

years.  It  appears  that  on  an  average  of  5  years,  ending  in  1778,  goods 
were  invested  from  India  for  Europe  to  the  amount  ofiso,  and  in  the 
Iast  of  those  years  to  the  amount  of  130  lacks  of  current  rupees, 
of  what  was  sent  to  China,  amounting  to  an  average  of  the 
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same  periods  to  £67,106  and  £88,928,  exclusive  of  what  was  sent  by  our 
servants  and  what  was  remitted  through  foreign  companies  on  the 
capital  of  our  servants  or  brought  home  in  specie,  of  either  of  which 
we  are  able  to  form  no  exact  estimate,  although  many  considerations 
induce  us  to  believe  that  they  tvould  amount  to  a  very  large  sum.  Under 
all  these  circumstances  when  we  consider  the  means  of  remittance  which 
this  plan  offers  to  our  servants  for  bringing  home  their  fortunes,  and 
the  consequent  reduction  which  must  take  place  in  the  trade  carried  on 
by  foreigners  on  their  capitals,  we  think  that  we  incur  no  danger  of 
loo  large  a  drain  on  our  Indian  possessions  by  directing  an  investment 
for  Europe  from  all  India  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  lacks 
of  current  rupees  for  the  ensuing  season,  and  the  same  for  that  which 
will  follow  it,  unless  orders  to  the  contrary  shall  previously  be  received 
by  you.  The  distribution  of  this  to  be  as  follows,  viz.. 

From  Bengal  ...  ...  115  lacks  of  current  rupees. 

From  Madras  ...  ...  25  lacks  of  current  rupees. 

and  from  Bombay  ...  ...  10  lacks  of  current  rupees. 


150  lacks  of  current  rupees. 

'10]  The  funds  to  be  provided  by  the  usual  amount  of  certificates, 
by  the  sale  of  exports  and  the  remainder  from  the  surplus  of  the  terri¬ 
torial  revenues;  and  this  is  to  be  exclusive  of  what  you  may  be  enabled 
to  send  to  China. 


[11]  We  trust  that  when  you  reflect  how  much  the  welfare  of  the 
Company  is  committed  on  the  success  of  this  plan  it  is  unnecessary  for 
us  to  recommend  the  utmost  caution  in  the  purchase  of  the  investments 
in  order  that  they  may  be  such,  both  in  assortment  and  quality,  as 
may  realize  to  us  the  greatest  profit  on  our  sales,  and  for  this  purpose 
we  enjoin  a  particular  attention  to  the  Abstract  of  Indent  herewith 
transmitted,  requiring  that  our  Board  of  Trade  shall  state  to  you  at 
large  their  reasons  for  any  deviations  from  it.  We  have  stated  that  no 
allowance  is  made  in  the  above  sum  for  exports  to  China,  and  the 
observations  of  your  Accountant  General  seem  to  point  out  that  you 
have  little  expectation  of  being  able  t;o  apply  any  considerable  amount 
to  that  purpose.  You  must  however  be  sensible  that  the  sale  of  Bengal 
produce  or  manufactures  there  would  afford  the  greatest  assistance  to 
the  Company  in  carrying  on  that  valuable  and  important  branch  of  their 
trade,  and  you  are  therefore  directed  to  use  every  exertion  for  that 
purpose. 

[12]  We  think  it  also  proper  to  remark  that  a  great  profit  arises 
to  the  Company  from  the  sale  of  Coast  goods.  It  has  been  suggested  to 
us  that  the  amount  of  this  article  might  be  considerably  encreased,  and 
that  funds  for  the  purpose  might  be  provided  by  sending  to  Madras  an 
annual  supply  of  Bengal  commodities  marketable  there.  We  have  also 
reason  to  believe  that  from  both  the  Coasts  there  might  be  procured,  in 
exchange  for  the  manufactures  of  Bengal,  goods  adapted  to  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  China,  particularly  sandal,  pepper  and  cotton. 
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[13]  To  this  subject  we  direct  your  particular  attention  as  it  woe 
be  an  essential  relief  to  our  situation  at  home,  could  methods  be  fou: 
of  supplying  our  China  purchases  from  Bengal  without  draining  th 
country  of  its  circulating  specie,  which  should  on  no  consideration 
admitted  of.  Every  article  also  of  internal  trade  by  which  the  weal 
of  our  provinces  can  be  encreased  so  as  to  enable  them  to  better 
support  the  annual  remittances  to  Europe  must  be  encouraged  ai 
extended  with  the  utmost  care. 

[14]  As  the  plan  now  adopted  rests,  in  great  measure,  on 
consideration  of  the  amount  which  we  think  can  annually  be  broug 
from  India,  either  by  the  Company  or  its  servants,  consistently  with 
due  attention  to  the  prosperity  of  that  country,  you  are  as  soon 
possible  to  acquaint  us  with  your  proceedings  in  consequence  of  the 
orders,  and  you  are  to  wait  our  further  direction  respecting  the  steps 
be  taken  for  the  discharge  of  capital  on  such  of  our  bonded  debts 
shall  not  be  subscribed  into  this  plan,  continuing  nevertheless  regular 
to  pay  the  interest  thereon. 

[15]  With  respect  to  the  remaining  arrears  you  are  to  lose  1 
time  in  adjusting  the  several  accounts  on  which  they  may  depen 
paying  particular  attention  to  the  nature  and  justice  of  the  differe 
claims,  and  using  every  proper  mode  of  enquiry  to  prevent  our  beii 
charged  with  any  demands  for  which  a  just  consideration  has  not  be< 
received.  We  have  given  similar  directions  to  our  other  Presidenci 
and  shall,  after  receiving  the  final  account  thereof,  transmit  to  you  oi 
further  orders  on  the  subject. 

[16]  As  we  conceive  that  this  measure  will  preclude  the  necessi 
of  drawing  any  bills  upon  us  except  for  the  execution  thereof,  \ 
strictly  prohibit  your  drawing  bills  on  any  other  account  except  on 
the  usual  certificates  to  commanders  of  ships.  And  you  are  also 
observe  that  as  this  plan  has  been  calculated  on  a  limited  sum,  you  a 
to  deduct  from  the  above  amount  of  600,00,000  current  rupees,  whi< 
you  are  allowed  by  this  letter  to  draw,  the  amount  of  any  bills  whi< 
may  have  been  drawn  by  you  or  our  other  Governments  in  India,  < 
which  we  are  not  now  advised;  for  this  purpose  we  have  subjoined  2 
account  of  the  latest  advices  which  we  have  received  of  bills  drawn  fro; 
any  of  our  Presidencies. 

[*7]  Our  bonded  debt  at  Bencoolen  is  to  be  included  in  th 
operation,  and  as  that  settlement  is  now  become  a  subordinate  to  Bengz 
the  arrears  there  due  are  to  be  included  in  the  accounts  of  Bengal  arreai 

[18J  As  by*  the  present  arrangement  we  have  made  so  equitable 
provision  for  the  remittance  of  the  fortunes  of  our  servants”  in  Ind; 
we  think  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  advert  to  the  Act  of  Parliament  < 
®7&3*  whereby  it  is  enacted  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  servai 
^  ^  East  India  Company,  or  any  other  British  subject  residing  i 
to  lend  any  sum  of  money  to  any  foreign  comnanv.  or  to  ar 
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foreign  European  merchants,  or  to  purchase  any  goods  in  India  on  the 
account  of  such  foreign  company  or  European  merchants,  nor  to  be 
concerned  in  lending  any  such  sums  or  purchasing  any  such  goods,  or 
furnishing  such  foreign  company  or  European  merchants  with  the  credit 
of  bills  drawn  upon  the  correspondents  of  any  such  servant  or  British 
subject,  or  any  other  person  in  Europe  ”  under  the  penalties  inflicted  by 
the  said  Act. 

[19]  And  therefore  we  direct  you  to  attend  to  the  provisions  of  the 
said  Act  in  a  more  especial  manner,  and  to  see  that  they  are  carried 
into  strict  execution.  Our  servants  would  at  no  time  be  justified  in 
departing  from  the  regulations  prescribed  by  Parliament,  but  would  be 
less  so  now  because  they  can  have  no  pretence  whatever  to  complain  of 
any  supposed  hardship  they  might  apprehend  from  a  strict  enforcement 
of  the  Act,  as  an  easy  and  advantageous  channel  is  opened,  under  the 
system  we  have  here  laid  down,  for  the  remittance  of  such  fortune  as 
may  have  been  justly  and  honorably  acquired. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

W.  Devaynes  /  Nathl.  Smith  /  L. 
Sulivan  /  Thos.  Fitzhugh  /  John 
Motteux/John  Roberts /Thos.  Cheap 
/  F.  Baring  /  Paul  Le  Mesurier  / 
Chas.  Mills  /  Jas.  Moffatt  /  Samuel 
Smith  junior  /  Hugh  Inglis  /  Jn. 
Townson  /  George  Cuming  /  Jno. 
Michie/Thos.  Parry /E.  Boehm. 

Endorsed  15th  September  1785. 

Company’s  Separate  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

Sent  overland  and  per  Earl  Talbot. 

No.  1. 


London, 

the  15th  September  1785. 
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LETTER  DATED  21  SEPTEMBER  1785 

Campbell  appointed  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  Madras- 
troops  in  Vaziifs  dominions  not  to  exceed  thS  number  stipulated  — Colonel 
Cummings  regiment  to  be  recalled  from  Oudh — relief  for  invalided  Indian > 
officers  and  sepoys — measures  against  desertion — Foster  appointed  Marathi 
interpreter — Major  Palmer  to  stay  if  desired  by  the  Vazir — Resident  John¬ 
son  to  be  recalled  from  Hyderabad — Resident  Anderson  praised •>  Sindhia 
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opposed  to  an  English  Resident  at  Poona — the  Shahzada  to  remain  under 
British  protection— Travancore  King  to  be  assured  of  speedy  liquidation 
of  his  dues — trade  in  saltpetre  and  redwood  unprofitable. 

QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

x.  Our  last  letter  to  you  was  dated  the  8th  July  and  transmitted 
by  the  ship  Surprize ,  which  sailed  from  the  Downs  the  10th  of  the  same 
month;  duplicate  whereof  is  forwarded  herewith. 

a.  We  have  since  received  the  following  advices  from  your  Presi¬ 
dency,  viz., 

Secret  Letter  dated  31st  January  1785. 

Letter  in  the  Secret  Department  of  Inspection  dated  the  same 

day. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Bruere  dated  3rd  January  1785. 

Letters  from  Mr.  Secretary  Hay  dated  31st  December  l784l  and 
31st  January  1785.  ? 

Letters  from  the  Board  of  Trade  dated  14th  and  24th  December 
1  7O4. 


3.  We  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  Separate  Letter  for  our  orders 

dLd  in  ,he  St“"  °£ 

.  ,?e5,eWltI?  >'01i Wl11  receive  a  copy  of  the  commission  appointing 

mamipr  “  **  President  and  Governor,  and  the  Com- 

I?  °f  thC  ,ComPa?y’s  forces  on  the  coast  of  Choromandel 
Esors  m  ^  tL6  rS’  t0^th%  W1*  Alexander  Davidson  and  James  Daniel 

which  Lbl  *  C°UnC1l  at  F<?rt  uSt-  George;  also  a  coPy  of  the  commission 
Command  Archibald  Campbell  Esqr.  as  Governor  and 

Madraspatnam!  °f  6  garnson  of  Fort  St-  George  and  town  of 

5-  We  highly  disapprove  of  the  conduct  of  the  Governor  and  Council 

5  d‘"“  ?0“  “ 

S  fau  l^,ry,P'TS  >CCOum  of  ,heir  P™>'Se.  they  pay 

following:  ane^tinn1^  1 7^  January  last  you  have  submitted  the 
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General,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  with  which  he  was  invested,  had  agreed 
with  the  Vizier  to  strike  out  the  charge  of  this  detachment  from  his 
account  from  ist  January  1785,  we  hereby  direct  that  the  said  agreement 
be  punctually  adhered  to. 

7.  In  the  final  arrangement  of  the  military  peace  establishment, 
which  will  accompany  this  dispatch,  we  have  had  in  view  the  whole  of 
the  service  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  for  under  your  Presi¬ 
dency.  Such  part  of  that  establishment  as  will  be  stationed  in  the  Vizier's 
dominions  will  be  paid  by  him  according  to  the  stipulations  of  the 
subsisting  agreements.  But  it  is  our  positive  order  that  no  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  troops  be  employed  upon  that  service  -unless  at  His  Excellency's 
particular  application  and  request,  and  that  all  the  troops  so  employed 
be  considered  as  part  of  our  fixed  establishment  which  is  not  upon  any 
account  to  be  enlarged. 

8.  We  cannot  help  expressing  our  regret  that  the  opinion  of  your 
Board  did  not  concur  with  that  of  the  Governor  General  when  the  ques¬ 
tion  concerning  the  recall  of  Colonel  Cumming’s  detachment  was  under 
your  consideration,  as  the  expense  of  it  will,  before  the  receipt  of  this 
letter,  amount  to  nearly  the  sum  of  £300,000  and  we  agree  with 
Mr.  Hastings  that  the  brigade,  which  by  treaty  is  to  be  constantly  resident 
in  those  dominions,  would  be  found  fully  adequate  to  their  protection. 
We  therefore  direct  that  upon  receipt  of  this  letter  not  a  moment  b^ 
lost  in  ordering  the  recall  of  Sir  John  Cumming’s  detachment  so  that  the 
Company  may  be  instantly  relieved  from  the  burden  of  that  enormous 
expense. 

9.  In  your  General  Letter  of  the  15th  March  1784  we  were  advised 
of  your  having  given  advanced  rank,  out  of  the  regular  succession,  to 
several  captains  and  lieutenants  of  infantry.  With  our  orders  before  you 
of  the  28th  August  1782,  in  disapprobation  of  such  promotions,  we  are 
extremely  surprized  that  you  should  so  easily  have  yielded  to  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  your  Commander  in  Chief  in  making  these  appointments, 
and  we  do  hereby  repeat  our  directions  that  you  do  not  on  any  pretence 
make  similar  appointments  in  future.  We  further  direct  that  you 
strictly  adhere  to  the  terms  of  these  appointments  in  not  giving  any  addi¬ 
tional  pay  or  allowances  to  the  officers  so  promoted  until  by  vacancies 
in  the  regular  line  of  the  service  they  shall  become  entitled  thereto. 

10.  We  have  perused  with  attention  the  several  regulations  you  have 
established  for  the  relief  of  such  native  officers  and  sepoys  as  have  been 
invalided  in  the  service,  allotting  them  portions  of  waste  lands,  agreeably 
to  their  respective  ranks,  within  the  districts  under  the  charge  of  the 
Collector  of  Boglepore.  Upon  the  first  view  of  the  subject  we  are  ready 
to  pronounce  the  principles  of  that  plan  to  be  good,  which  has  for  its 
object  the  population  and  cultivation  of  no  inconsiderable  part  of  an 
extensive  district  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  provides  for  the  future 
maintenance  of  such  of  the  natives  as  may  become  invalided  in  our 
service,  and  do  therefore  approve  of  the  same.  But  for  ©E|  further  infor- 
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mation  we  direct  that  you  transmit  to  us  regular  returns  not  only  of 
the  number  of  which  this  invalid  corps  may  consist  but  also  the  exact 
amount  of  their  pay,  in  which  must  be  included  the  charges  for  cloathing, 
the  allowance  to  the  fougedarry  prisoners  who  were  to  be  employed  in 
clearing  the  ground  and  marking  out  the  streets,  and,  in  short,  every 
other  expence  that  may  be  incidental  to  the  establishment.  We  likewise 
direct  that  you  transmit  to  us,  from  time  to  time,  an  account  of  the 
progress  which  may  be  made  in  the  building  of  the  towns  and  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  land.  And  here  we  must  express  our  entire  approba¬ 
tion  of  your  conduct  for  the  regard  you  have  shewn  to  the  ancient  rights 
of  the  zemindars,  in  the  case  stated  on  your  consultations,  by  continuing 
to  them  the  allowance  of  2  annas  per  bega  agreeably  to  the  decision  of 
the  canongoes,  whom  you  consulted  on  the  occasion.  A  similar  line  of 
proceeding  must  always  guide  your  decisions  in  whatever  has  relation 
to  the  privileges  of  native  landholders. 

11.  We  have  hitherto  as  an  indulgence  to  our  military  officers 
tolerated  the  appointment  of  their  infant  sons  as  minor  cadets,  but  as 
we  have  great  reason  to  believe  this  indulgence  has  been  much  abused, 
and  we  are  thereby  put  to  great  expense,  we  have  come  to  a  determina¬ 
tion  to  put  a  stop  thereto  and  therefore  not  only  direct  that  the  pay 
and  allowances  of  all  those  at  present  on  your  establishment  be  discon¬ 
tinued,  from  the  receipt  of  these  orders,  but  expressly  forbid  any  such 
*  appointment  in  future.  Whenever  you  wish  to  interest  yourselves  for 
the  sons  of  deserving  officers  your  recommendation  of  them  to  the  Court 
will  be  properly  attended  to. 


12.  In  consequence  of  some  late  advices  from  Bombay  relative  to 
the  conduct  of  several  of  the  commanders  and  officers  in  encouraging  the 
soldiers  of  that  garrison  to  desert  and  to  enter  on  board  the  ships,  and 
in  order  to  put  an  end  to  a  practice  which  is  as  detrimental  to  our 
interest  as  it  is  subversive  of  good  government,  we  have  enforced  our 
former  orders  to  the  commanders  in  this  respect  in  the  most  positive 
manner,  and  we  hereby  empower  you  to  dismiss  such  of  the  captains  and 
officers  as  shall,  in  future,  be  found  to  disobey  them.  We  have  likewise 
confirmed  a  regulation  of  the  Bombay  Government,  that  the  commanders 
of  ships  shall  on  no  account  receive  a  single  man  on  board  at  any  of 
our  Presidencies  without  first  producing  him  at  the  town  majors  office 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  he  be  really  a  soldier  or  not;  and  we 
hereby  direct  that  you  adopt  a  similar  regulation. 


13,  Since  writing  the  foregoing  paragraphs  we  have  received  the 
following  advices  from  your  Presidency,  viz.. 

Per  Valentine  ...  Letter  from  the  Governor 

General  dated  10th  Janu¬ 
ary  1785. 


Per  Hillsborough 


Letter  from  the  Board  of 
Trade  dated  37th  January 
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Per  Earl  of  Mansfield 


f  General  Letter  dated  22nd 
February  1785. 

Additional  General  Letter 
dated  23rd  February  1785. 

Secret  Letter . 

Letter  in  the  Secret  Depart- 
ment  of  Inspection* 

Letter  in  the  Foreign  De¬ 
partment. 

Revenue  Letter  .... 

Letter  from  the  Board  of 
Trade. 


[  Dated  22nd 
j  February  1785 


14.  And  we  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  giving  our  orders 
and  directions  on  such  parts  thereof  as  may  appear  to  demand  our 
attention. 


15*  In  our  letter  to  Fort  St.  George  of  the  11th  April  last,  we 
expressed  our  favourable  opinion  of  Mr.  George  Forster1  on  account  of 
the  knowledge  he  had  acquired  in  the  Oriental  languages,  particularly 
that  of  the  Marattas,  in  order  that  he  might  be  recommended  to  the 
notice  of  the  Governor  General  and  Council.  And  as  we  do  not  find 
that  you  have  a  Maratta  interpreter  on  your  establishment  we  direct 
that  Mr.  Forster  be  employed  as  an  interpreter  or,  as  occasion  may 
arise,  in  negociations  at  any  of  the  Maratta  durbars ,  with  such  salary 
and  allowances  as  may  be  adequate  to  the  appointment.  It  is  not  our 
intention  to  give  Mr.  Forster  any  specific  rank  on  the  Bengal  establish¬ 
ment  or  to  remove  him  from  his  standing  on  the  establishment  at  Fort 
St.  George;  we  merely  wish  to  make  him  useful  to  the  Company  in  such 
a  station  wherein  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  displaying  those  talents 
for  which  he  seems  so  peculiarly  distinguished. 

16.  The  irruption  of  the  Seicks,  of  which  you  advise  us,  leads  to 
no  other  conclusion  but  the  propriety  of  keeping  a  watchful  eye  over 
the  Western  frontier  of  our  own  provinces  and  those  of  the  Vizier,  which 
is  the  conclusion  you  properly  draw  from  it. 

17.  In  a  preceding  paragraph  we  have  directed  the  immediate  recall 
of  the  Futty  Ghur  detachment.  But  as  by  your  last  advices  we  find  that 
in  consequence  of  these  hostilities  from  the  Seiks  in  the  province  of 
Rohilcund  the  Vizier  had  applied  for  the  assistance  of  a  part  of  this 
detachment,  and  that  it  was  probable  he  would  make  a  further  request 
for  the  whole,  we  hereby  order  that  the  detachment  be  continued  so 
long  as  the  Vizier  shall  deem  such  continuance  necessary  for  his  own 
security;  in  which  case  the  expense  thereof  must  be  carried  to  his  account 
agreably  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  1781. 

18.  But  so  soon  as  the  Vizier  shall  cease  to  require  the  assistance 
of  all  or  any  part  of  that  detachment  we  direct  our  former  orders  to  be 
carried  into  execution,  and  even  during  the  time  the  Vizier  may  call 
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or  their  assistance  we  hereby  order  that  the  whole  expense  of  the  staff, 
'atta  and  other  contingencies  be  immediately  abolished. 

19.  And  while  upon  this  subject  we  think  it  proper  to  express  our 
pprobation  of  the  principles  contained  in  Mr.  Macp  her  son's  letter  to 
fie  Vizier,  bearing  date  the  18th  February  last;  and  we  expect  that  the 
greements  made  between  the  Vizier  and  Mr.  Hastings  will  be  invariably 
dhered  to. 

50.  Upon  the  same  principle  we  must  express  our  opinion  that  if 
ae  continuance  of  Major  Palmer  with  the  Vizier  is  wished  for  by  him 
■  would  be  improper  at  present  to  recall  him,  and  far  less  would  it  be 
roper  to  send  any  person  to  reside  with  him  whose  presence  would  be 
eculiarly  adverse  to  his  feelings. 

* 

21.  We  observe  what  is  stated  relative  to  the  good  opinion 
Ir.  Macpherson  entertains  of  Mr.  Bristow  and  Mr.  Cowper.  Upon  that 
abject  we  purposely  refrain  from  giving  any  opinion  whatever,  for  the 
’hole  transactions  in  Oude,  for  a  considerable  time  past,  will  very  soon 
sceive  our  full  consideration  and  it  would  be  improper  to  anticipate 
ny  opinion  at  present. 

22.  In  your  letter  of  the  22nd  February  last  we  find  it  stated  that 
le  sum  charged  to  the  Vizier  for  the  brigade  at  Cawnpore  is  short  of 
le  actual  expense  in  the  monthly  sum  of  current  rupees  33,760-12-4, 
ad  for  tlw  Futty  Ghur  detachment  is  current  rupees  49,287-11-8,  and 
>r  the  regiment  at  Lucknow  current  rupees  984-3-10.  It  is  not  our 
itention  to  charge  to  the  Vizier  more  or  less  than  by  the  treaty  he  has 
ipulated  to  pay  but  we  must  at  the  same  time  direct  that  you  make 
ich  arrangements  in  the  corps  serving  in  His  Excellency’s  dominions, 
ithout  diminishing  their  actual  force,  as  will  reduce  their  expenses 
ithin  the  sum  stipulated  for  them. 

23.  As  we  consider  the  troops  stationed  in  the  territories  of  the 
abob  of  Oude  as  forming  a  strong  barrier  to  our  own  provinces,  and  as 
t  our  Separate  Letter  of  this  date  we  have  stated  the  established  force 
hich  we  think  fully  adequate  to  their  defence,  it  is  our  meaning  that 
lose  troops  shall  be  considered  as  forming  a  part  of  such  establishment. 

*4-  have  considered  the  letter  from  Mr.  Johnson,  our  Resident 
:  Hydrabad,  on  the  subject  of  a  proposition  made  by  the  Nizam  for 
surrender  of  the  Garnatick  to  him.  We  perfectly  approve  of  the 
imediate  and  decisive  negative  you  gave  to  such  a  proposition,  and 
e  are  inclined  to  be  of  opinion  that  if  you  had,  with  equal  decision, 
egatived  the  first  suggestion  of  a  surrender  of  our  right  to  the  Circars 
>  such  disgraceful  overture  would  ever  have  been  made  to  us  by  the 
izam.  But  you  ought  to  have  gone  a  step  further  and  recalled 
k,  Johnson  from  a  situation  where  his  injudicious  conduct  has  been  so 
spafcabjy  delayed.  He  was  sent  there  to  conciliate  the  Nizam  but  in 
dping  so  his  conduct  must  have  directly  the  opposite  tendency 
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by  raising  expectations  which  it  is  impossible  for  us,  either  in  policy 
or  consistently  with  national  faith,  to  gratify,  and  the  disappointment 
will  naturally  lead  to  disgust.  Mr.  Johnson  must  therefore  be  immediately 
recalled  from  his  present  situation  but  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  give 
just  cause  of  offence  to  the  Nizam,  and  our  Residents  at  every  court 
must  be  instructed  to  watch  over  the  views  and  wishes  of  those  with 
whom  they  are  stationed  but  by  no  means  to  give  any  encouragement 
to  a  deviation  from  the  treaties  under  which  we  at  present  hold  our 
possessions. 

25.  If  we  listen  to  such  remonstrances  as  Bthose  which  the  Nizam 
has  brought  forward  there  is  no  country  in  our  possession  which  we  can 
expect  quietly  to  hold  for  a  moment.  The  fundamental  principle  which 
we  must  rest  upon  is  the  preservation  of  treaties  inviolate,  and  while  we 
continue  to  act  invariably  upon  that  principle  we  shall  be  warranted 
to  insist  upon  holding  in  our  favor  every  right  to  which  we  are  entitled 
by  treaty. 

26.  We  have  attentively  perused  the  three  letters  from  Lieutenant 
Anderson,  dated  the  18th  and  20th  January  and  1st  February,  addressed 
to  the  late  Governor  General.  We  greatly  approve  the  ability  and 
prudence  which  he  exercises  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  of  his  station. 
His  reasoning  upon  the  situation  and  disposition  of  Scindia  appears  to 
be  well  founded,  and  every  consideration  suggested  by  him  tends  to 
confirm  us  in  the  opinion  we  have  decisively  formed  of  refraining  from 
all  unnecessary  interference  in  the  contentions  of  the  Indian  powers, 
while  they  leave  us  and  our  allies  in  the  quiet  possession  of  our  territories. 
We  must  be  careful  observers  of  the  movements  of  other  powers,  but  never, 
without  absolute  necessity,  take  a  part  in  their  political  contentions. 

27.  We  observe  from  Mr.  Anderson’s  letters  that  Scindia  is  extremely 
desirous  that  we  should  not  have  a  Resident  at  the  Court  of  Poonah. 
We  are  perfectly  sensible  of  the  importance  of  Scindia’s  friendship,  and 
place  great  confidence  in  Mr.  Anderson’s  prudence  to  preserve  it,  but  it 
would  be  very  impolitic  in  us  not  to  have  a  Resident  at  Poonah  when  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  other  European  powers  will  not  be 
defective  in  treating  the  head  of  the  Maratta  Government  with  that 
mark  of  respect,  and  this  consideration  ought  to  be  urged  with  Scindia 
as  a  decisive  reason  why  we  must  adopt  the  same  policy.  Besides  this 
we  can  never,  consistently  with  our  own  dignity  and  importance  in  India, 
submit  to  be  dictated  to  at  what  courts  we  shall  or  shall  not  be  repre¬ 
sented  by  Residents  of  our  own  appointment,  and  acting  under  our  own 

instructions. 

28.  We  likewise  observe  in  Mr,  Anderson  s  correspondence  that 
Scindia  expresses  a  great  anxiety  for  the  return  of  the  Shazada  to  his 
father’s  dominions,  but  is  decisive  against  his  Returning  beyond  the 
frontiers  of  ours  or  the  Vizier’s  territories  accompanied  by  any  force  to 
protect  him.  You  will  manage  that  whole  business  with  prudence  and  cir¬ 
cumspection,  but  we  think  it  proper  to  apprize  you  that  we  have  no  wish. 
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in  the  present  distracted  state  of  the  Mogul  empire,  that  the  young  Prince 
should  be  induced  to  withdraw  himself  from  under  our  protection.  Wc 
can  give  no  encouragement  to  any  idea  of  engaging  in  warlike  enterprizes 
for  the  purpose  of  re-establishing  the  ancient  dignity  of  the  Mogul  empire 
but  although  it  should  be  attended  with  some  small  expence  to  render 
the  Shazada's  residence  comfortable  within  our  or  the  Vizier  s  territories 
we  think  that  expense  fully  compensated  by  the  advantages  of  the  Shazada 
being  safe  and  under  our  protection. 

29.  Our  last  dispatches  from  Bombay  state  the  amount  due  to  the 
King  of  Travancore  for  supplies  of  pepper  at  Rs.  3,40,538,  and  that 
from  their  hopes  of  discharging  it  being  so  distant  they  are  precluded 
asking  any  further  aid  from  him  in  this  commodity.  We  therefore 
direct  that  you  take  immediate  measures  to  enable  the  Bombay 
Government  to  assure-  the  King  of  a  speedy  liquidation  of  this  debt, 
either  by  instalments  or  at  some  fixed  period,  not  very  remote,  that 
we  may  not  be  deprived  of  this  article  of  our  investment  or  be  thought 
unmindful  of  the  King's  attachment  to  the  Company  during  the  late  war. 

30.  The  paragraphs  we  have  submitted  on  the  subject  of  the 
Honorable  Charles  Stuart  will  point  out  to  you  the  opinion  we  entertain 
of  the  conduct  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  resisting  his  pre¬ 
tensions  to  the  first  seat  at  that  Board.  The  orders  we  have  sent  out, 
and  the  subordination  we  have  established  of  all  the  Boards  to  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  Supreme  Government,  will  in  future  prevent  all  such  hesitation 
in  submitting  to  your  authority. 

31.  We  transmit  you,  a  number  in  this  ship's  packet,  an  account 
of  the  quantities  of  saltpetre  sold  for  the  last  50  years  together  with 
the  quantities  delivered  the  Board  of  Ordnance  during  the  said  period. 
On  comparing  this  account  with  the  quantities  we  have  now  on  hand, 
and  what  we  may  further  expect  by  the  ships  of  this  and  the  next  year, 
we  find  that,  upon  the  return  of  the  ships  to  be  sent  out  this  season, 
after  making  a  suitable  deduction  for  what  the  sales  may  take  off  during 
that  period  there  will  still  remain  on  hand  a  quantity  equal  to  upwards 
of  three  years’  consumption.  It  is  therefore  our  positive  directions  that 
after  the  receipt  of  these  advices  you  do  not,  upon  any  account,  lade 
upon  any  ship  more  saltpetre  than  the  quantity  expressed  in  the  respect¬ 
ive  ships’  charterparties. 

3 5.  The  saltpetre  has  some  years  past  come  in  bad  condition  but 
this  year  particularly  so,  the  bags  are  absolutely  perished  with  the  dry 
rot  so  that  the  petre  is  in  a  manner  in  bulk.  We  direct  that  you 
pack  the  same  in  the  strongest  gunnies  that  can  be  procured  and  take 
every  means  possible  to  prevent  the  like  complaint  happening  in  future. 

33.  We  have  put  up  a  quantity  of  the  refined  petre  to  sale  by  way 
of  giving  it  a  trial,  but  not  a  single  bag  of  it  sold.  As  the  charge  of 
refining  the  same  in  this  country  is  so  very  reasonable  (it  not  exceeding 
quarter)  we.  are  of  opinion  the  refining  the  same  in  Bengal 
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rill  not  be  attended  with  any  advantageous  consequences.  We  therefore 
irect  that  you  immediately  revert  to  the  old  mode  of  sending  home 
ie  petre  in  the  gruff. 

34*  Saltpetre  has  for  many  years  been  a  losing  article  of  our 
*ade,  and  from  the  stock,  you  will  perceive  we  have  on  hand  we  have 
een  under  the  necessity  of  lowering  the  price  at  our  sales  in  order  to 
ring  it  on  a  par  with  the  foreign  markets.  That  foreigners  who  can 
nly  be  supplied  with  this  article  through  the  medium  of  ourselves 
lould  be  able  to  undersell  us  therein  is  a  matter  that  requires  serious 
ttention.  We  therefore  direct  that  you  transmit  us  a  complete  detail 
E  information  respecting  the  present  state  of  the  trade  in  this  article, 
>ecifying  particularly : 

the  places  at  which  it  is  manufactured, 

the  medium  quantity  annually  produced, 

the  cost  attending  its  manufacture, 

the  manner  in  which  your  purchases  are  made,  whether  by 
contract  or  otherwise, 

the  price  at  which  it  is  purchased,  with  the  several  charges  upon 
the  same  from  its  first  cost  to  its  delivery  on  ship  board  for  Europe, 

the  quantities  annually  allotted  to  each  of  the  foreign  nations 
with  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  they  are  supplied, 

the  quantities  sent  to  Bombay,  Madras  or  any  other  of  our 
settlements, 

the  extent  of  the  inland  trade  therein  and  in  what  mode  the  same 
is  carried  on  with  every  other  information  you  may  be  able  to  furnish, 

in  order  that,  by  a  due  investigation  of  the  subject,  we  may,  if 
possible,  adopt  some  mode  for  rendering  this  article  a  profitable 
branch  of  our  commerce,  or  at  least  to  prevent  our  losing  thereby  as 
we  have  hitherto  of  late  done. 

35.  Redwood  also  falls  under  the  same  description  as  to  its  being 
tiprofitable.  The  principle  reason  of  its  being  introduced  as  an  article 
:  our  investment  was  from  its  utility  as  dunnage  in  the  lading  of  our 
lips,  in  consideration  of  which  it  was  formerly  stipulated  with  the 
vners  to  bring  home  30  tons  on  each  ship,  which  was  the  usual  quantity 
den,  at  half  freight.  We  observe  however  that  of  late  years  notwithstand- 
tg  the  high  freights  at  which  our  ships  have  been  taken  up,  and  that 
rdwood  now  pays  the  same  freight  as  other  goods,  you  have  increased 
Le  usual  quantity  of  this  article  from  30  to  50  tons  per  ship.  We  are 
vare  that  you  may  have  been  led  into  this  measure  from  the  difficulties 
>u  have  been  under  to  find  tonnage  for  our  returning  ships,  but  as  we 
e  in  hopes  this  will  not  hereafter  be  the  case  we  direct  that  you  do 
Dt  lade  on  any*ship  returning  from  Bengal  more  than  the  usual  quantity 
:  30  tons. 


36.  We  herewith  transmit  for  your  information  and  guidance  the 
le  books  with  observations  and  remarks  on  the  raw  silk  sold  in  the 
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March  sale  3785,  in  the  same  manner  as  were  before  sent  you  for  the 
September  sale  1784,  to  which  we  require  your  most  strict  attention. 

37-  The  observations  made  on  the  privilege  silks  that  they  are  much 
superior  to  the  Company's,  better  reeled,  evener  drawn  and  of  a  finer 
quality,  cannot  but  strike  us  in  a  very  forcible  manner.  The  inference, 
which  we  naturally  and  unavoidably  draw  therefrom,  is  that  it  is  not 
knowledge  but  zeal,  attention  and  fidelity  to  the  Company’s  interest  that 
has  been  wanting  in  suffering  such  large  quantities  of  silk  to  be  sent 
home,  of  qualities  that  have  afforded  so  much  room  for  complaint  as 
not  only  to  endanger  the  reputation  of  that  article  at  the  Company’s 
sales  but  also  so  materially  to  affect  the  prices. 

38.  As  we  wrote  you  so  fully  on  this  subject  on  the  11th  April  and 
8th  July  last  [and]  have  not  yet  received  the  report  of  the  enquiries  men¬ 
tioned  in  Board  of  Trade’s  letter  of  the  3rd  December  preceding  we  shall 
not  at  present  enlarge  further  than  by  continuing  to  repeat,  in  the  strongest 
and  most  forcible  terms,  the  directions  contained  in  our  beforesaid 
letters,  assuring  you  that  any  deviation  therefrom  will  not  fail  to  draw 
forth  the  most  severe  and  pointed  marks  of  our  resentment  upon  the 
offending  parties. 

39.  We  have  made  several  payments  to  Messrs.  Joseph  and  Moses 
Norsa  for  the  sums  advanced  by  them  to  the  families  of  Francis  Clerici 
and  Pietro  Sperra,  spinners  of  raw  silk,  according  to  the  agreement  men¬ 
tioned  in  our  letter  to  your  Presidency  dated  the  3rd  May  1771,  and  also 
for  advances  made  to  the  father  of  Paulo  Erra,  another  spinner,  pursuant 
to  Erra’s  order,  and  we  transmit  accounts  thereof  in  order  that  you  may 
recover  the  amount  from  the  said  spinners  if  it  has  not  already  been 
deducted  from  their  respective  allowances. 

We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

Nathl.  Smith/L.  Sulivan/J.  Man- 
ship  /  Jn.  Townson  /  John  Roberts/ 
Thos.  Cheap  /  Thos..  Parry  /  Thos. 
Fitzhugh/Chas.  Mills/Jas.  Moffatt  / 
London,  George  Cuming/Paul  Le  Mesurier/ 

the  5JSI  September  1785-  Hugh  Inglis/F.  Baring. 

Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No.  2. 
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establishment  reduced  measures  to  stop  excessive  'use  of  liquors  in  the 
army — disputes  between  the  King’s  and  the  Company’s  troops. 

QUR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 

1.  In  our  Separate  General  Letter  of  the  11th  of  April  last,  we  trans¬ 
mitted  to  you  our  orders  relative  to  the  reduction  of  our  different  estab¬ 
lishments,  at  the  time  that  letter  was  written  it  was  our  intention  to 
have  made  such  a  minute  investigation  into  our  establishments  of  every 
description  as  would  have  enabled  us  to  convey  our  final  orders  upon 

,  each  office,  whether  it  should  be  continued  or  whether  it  should  be 
reduced  either  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  but  several  important  considera¬ 
tions  have  weighed  with  us  to  postpone  that  intention  at  present. 

2.  We  found  ourselves  under  difficulties  to  ascertain  by  a  final 
decision  many  circumstances  of  detail  which  must  be  familiar  to  you; 
we  found  it  difficult,  and  in  many  cases  impossible,  to  discover  the  real 
present  value  of  such  offices  as  consist  partly  of  fixed  salaries  and  partly 
of  perquisites  or  casual  emoluments. 

3.  We  found  it  impossible  without  a  precise  knowledge  of  the 
specific  duties  to  be  performed  by  the  person  possessed  of  each  office  to 
determine  whether  from  such  office  all  perquisites  should  be  cut  off  and 
a  fixed  salary  substituted  in  lieu  thereof,  or  whether  the  duties  of  the 
office  were  of  a  nature  to  admit  of  fees  or  perquisites  being  taken  as  part 
of  the  lawful  emoluments,  with  perfect  safety  to  the  public  service. 

4.  From  a  consideration  of  these  particulars,  and  perceiving  that 
you  are  engaged  in  the  execution  of  this  important  business,  we  have 
come  to  the  resolution  of  leaving  the  first  detail  of  it  in  your  hands, 
reserving  to  ourselves  the  final  examination  and  approbation  of  the  estab¬ 
lishments  made  up  by  you,  which,  when  so  made  up,  we  direct  you  to 
transmit  to  us  for  our  final  revision. 

5.  By  your  letter  of  the  31st  of  January  last,  received  by  the  Berring - 
ton ,  we  have  the  satisfaction  to  learn  that  you  are  sedulously  employed 
in  this  business  and  we  look  with  earnestness  to  the  final  completion  of  it. 

6.  We  have  so  often  had  occasion  of  late  to  enjoin  you  the  strictest 
economy  in  the  exercise  of  your  duty  upon  the  subject  of  establishments, 
that  we  feel  it  superfluous  to  add  more.  We  cannot  state  our  sentiments 
more  forcibly  than  by  recalling  to  your  memory  the  words  of  your  own 
General  Revenue  Letter,  dated  5th  May  1781,  where  you  inform  us  that 
“  In  effect,  the  civil  offices  of  this  Government  might  be  reduced  to  a  very 
scanty  number  were  their  exigency  alone  to  determine  the  list  of  cove¬ 
nanted  servants,  which  at  this  time  consists  of  no  less  a  number  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty-two,  many  of  them  the  sons  of  the  first  families 
in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  every  one  aspiring  to  the  rapid 
acquisition  of  lacks  and  fo  return  to  pass  the  prime  of  their  lives  at  home, 
as  multitudes  have  done  before  them.  Neither  will  the  revenues  of  this 
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country  suffice  for  such  boundless  pretensions,  nor  are  they  compatible 
with  yours  and  the  national  interests,  which  may  eventually  suffer  as 
certain  a  ruin  from  the  effects  of  private  competition  and  the  claims  of 
patronage  as  from  the  more  dreaded  calamities  of  war,  or  the  other  ordi¬ 
nary  causes  which  lead  to  the  decline  of  dominion*” 

7*  In  one  word  we  enjoin  you  to  allow  no  such  embarrassing  reflec¬ 
tion  to  occupy  your  thoughts  in  the  consideration  of  your  establishments; 
your  sole  rule  is  to  be  the  exigency  of  the  public  service,  and  you  are  not 
to  continue  upon  the  establishment  of  any  one  department  any  one 
office  or  any  one  salary  not  warranted  by  the  real  exigency  of  the  service* 

8.  By  the  late  Act  of  Parliament  the  legislature  has  established  by 
positive  declaration  the  justice  of  promoting  our  servants  abroad  by 
gradation.  For  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  this  principle,  as 
literally  as  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  good  of  our  service  and  a 
necessary  attention  to  the  peculiar  merits  and  qualifications  of  our 
servants,  we  would  recommend  it  to  your  particular ,  consideration  how 
far  it  may  not  be  practicable  to  divide  the  offices,  you  may  find  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  keep  up,  into  different  classes  according  to  their  value;  and  if  such 
a  division  can  be  made  it  will  naturally  occur  to  you  to  distribute  the 
offices  of  highest  value  amongst  our  servants  of  the  oldest  standing,  observ¬ 
ing  the  application  of  the  same  principle  to  the  other  subordinate  offices. 

9.  We  are  sensible  that  in  the  application  of  this  principle,  modifi- 
cations  and  exceptions  must  become  necessary;  one  will  obviously  occur 
that  there  may  be  servants  now  in  possession  of  more  valuable  offices 
than  is  consistent  with  their  rank,  according  to  the  rules  we  have  suggested 
for  your  future  distribution;  and  it  may  likewise  very  probably  occur 
in  many  instances  that  persons  thus  prematurely  promoted  may  be  pecu¬ 
liarly  well  adapted  for  the  situations  they  enjoy,  and  that  the  removal 
of  them  to  make  way  for  others  would  be  of  prejudice  to  our  service. 

10.  In  all  such  cases  we  are  sensible  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to 
make  exceptions,  but  we  desire  you  to  be  particularly  cautious  not  to 
extend  this  exception  beyond  its  real  intention,  and  above  all  not  to 
keep  up  any  unnecessary  offices  upon  the  plea  of  rewarding  past  services. 
We  reprobate  such  a  principle.  Meritorious  servants  must  look  for  re¬ 
ward  as  vacancies  occur,  and  the  exception  we  have  warranted  is  confined 
to  the  case  where  the  office  is  essential  to  be  kept  up  and  where  you  might 
be  embarrassed  by  the  arrangements  we  have  made  in  deciding  by  whom 
it  is  to  be  held. 

11.  There  is  another  general  principle  which  we  direct  you  to 
observe  in  the  formation  of  your  different  establishments.  We  shall  in 
the  course  of  this  dispatch  point  out  to  you  the  general  branches  or 
departments  under  which  we  intend  our  business  in  future  to  be  con¬ 
ducted^  and  it  will  of  course  be  your  duty  to  appropriate  a  competent 
e^b|i$hment  for  conducting  the  business  of  these  respective  departments, 
hii  rnaMng  this  appropriation  you  will  be  particularly  attentive  to  the 
■I  ''  ^  ■ 
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peculiar  qualifications  of  the  servants  allotted  to  each,  for  it  is  our  inten¬ 
tion  that  they  should  remain,  as  much  as  possible,  affixed  to  those  parti¬ 
cular  departments,  and  rise  in  them  in  regular  gradation  where  no 
particular  demerit  occurs  to  interrupt  it* 

15.  We  conceive  this  principle,  being  adopted  and  adhered  to,  will 
be  attended  with  important  advantages.  It  will  ensure  our  various 
departments  of  business  being  supplied  with  servants  regularly  trained 
in  the  business  of  the  department  to  which  they  belong.  It  will  be  a 
great  means  of  checking  wanton  and  partial  supercessions;  neither  is  it 
justly  liable  to  the  objection  of  being  a  damp  to  the  ardour  and  emula¬ 
tion  of  able  and  diligent  servants,  for  there  will  still  remain  offices 
enough  within  the  patronage  of  the  Supreme  Government,  and  not 
officially  connected  with  any  of  the  departments  into  which  our  business 
is  divided,  and  we  trust  and  direct  that  the  Supreme  Government  do 
attend  to  extraordinary  merit,  in  respect  of  abilities  and  diligence,  in 
the  disposal  of  the  offices  of  this  latter  description. 

13*  In  making  up  your  establishments  to  be  reported  home  for  our 
final  revision  we  desire  you  to  attend  to  the  following  circumstances. 
We  observe  there  are  employed  monthly  writers  and  other  native  servants 
in  the  various  branches  of  our  service  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that 
many  articles  of  business  can  be  performed  by  them  equally  well,  and  at 
infinitely  less  expence  than  by  any  European  servants.  If  this  has  been 
the  foundation  of  employing  them  in  our  service  the  employing  them 
merits  our  approbation,  but  if  they  have  been  employed  to  do  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  writers  and  others  in  our  service  we  cannot  pass  over  a  practice 
of  that  kind  without  marking  it  with  our  disapprobation,  as  subversive 
of  all  order  and  introductory  to  every  species  of  idleness  and  dissipation 
in  our  settlements.  We  mean  not,  however,  at  present  to  take  any 
retrospective  view  of  this  practice  but  we  desire  you  to  advert  to  it  in 
the  formation  of  your  establishments,  with  a  view  to  the  economy  so 
requisite  in  our  affairs. 

14.  You  will  recollect  that  you  are  now  employed  in  forming  a 
standard  establishment  for  conducting  the  business  of  each  office.  We 
are  perfectly  aware  that  confidential  situations  in  general  ought  to  be 
filled  up  by  European  servants  and  accordingly  a  proper  supply  must 
always  be  kept  up,  but  from  what  we  have  observed  and  learned  upon 
good  information  we  are  confident  that  considerable  saving  of  expense 
in  our  establishments  may  be  effectuated  by  employing  natives  in  copy¬ 
ing  papers  and  in  other  subordinate  occupations,  and  we  direct  you  to 
attend  to  this  circumstance  in  reporting  to  us  your  advice  what  we 
ought  to  adopt  as  our  standard  establishment. 

15.  Although  we  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  leave  with  you  the 
detail  of  retrenchments  we  consider  it  equally  so  to  inform  you  of  the 
decision  we  have  come  to  upon  some  important  arrangements  in  the 
conduct  of  our  business  abroad. 
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16.  Instead  of  the  various  subdivisions  of  departments,  by  which 
the  business  of  our  settlements  is  now  conducted,  it  is  our  order  that  the 
whole  detail  should  be  carried  on  under  the  following  branches: 

1st  The  Board  of  Council 
2nd  A  Military  Board 
3rd  A  Board  of  Revenue  and 
4th  A  Board  of  Trade. 

17.  The  first  of  these  boards  is  to  be  the  same  in  its  constitution 
as  the  Council,  lately  established  by  the  Act  of  Parliament,  for  regulating 
the  affairs  of  India,  and  with  which,  so  constituted,  the  legislature  has 
intrusted  the  Supreme  Government  of  our  respective  settlements;  in  them 
is  vested  the  general  executive  government  together  with  a  superintend¬ 
ing  power  over  every  other  department,  subject  only  in  the  exercise  of  their 
authority  to  such  rules  and  limitations  as  the  legislature  has  prescribed. 
The  Superior  Council  will  still  continue  to  act  in  its  double  department 
of  Public  and  Secret,  and  the  duties  respectively  belonging  to  each  seem 
to  be  accurately  defined  in  the  minute  of  the  Governor  General  and 
Council  of  the  23rd  of  September  1783,  to  which  we  refer  you;  except 
in  so  far  as  in  the  definition  of  the  business  of  the  Public  Department  it 
mentions  “  matters  which  regard  commerce  and  shipping  ”,  our  intention 
is  that  matters  of  that  description  are  to  belong  to  the  Commercial 
Department. 


The  Military  Board 

18.  We  direct-  that  this  Board  consist  of  1st — the  Commander  in 
Chief,  and — the  senior  officer  at  the  Presidency,  3rd — the  senior  officer 
of  artillery,  4th — the  Chief  Engineer;  5th' — the  Adjutant  General,  6th — the 
Quarter  Master  General  and  7th — the  Commissary  General.  It  is  not  our 
intention,  by  the  institution  of  this  Board,  to  erect  any  military  autho¬ 
rity  in  your  settlement  in  any  degree  independant  of  the  superior  civil 
executive  government  of  the  country,  as  vested  in  the  Board  of  Council, 
but  we  are  of  opinion  that  much  benefit  will  be  derived  from  this  insti¬ 
tution  in  the  detail  of  such  business  as  is  immediately  connected  with 
the  regularity,  the  economy  and  the  effective  strength  of  our  army. 

19.  It  will  be  their  business  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  musters 
of  the  troops  and  to  give  their  strictest  attention  that  all  the  establish¬ 
ments  are  kept  up  to  the  full  complement. 

20.  It  will  be  part  of  their  duty  to  be  regularly  informed  of  the 
amount,  both  in  quantity  and  quality,  of  provisions,  ammunition  and 
stores  of  every  kind  in  our  forts,  granaries  and  garrisons. 

21.  It  must  be  their  province  to  attend  to  the  artillery,  arms  and 
implements  of  engineering,  so  that  our  settlements  may  be  amply  provided 
TOth  &very  thing  requisite  for  the  complete  equipment  of  an  army  on 
|he  shortest  warning. 


21  SEPTEMBER  1785 


*59 


22.  We  only  mention  these  particulars  as  an  illustration  to  point 
out  the  nature  of  the  duty  to  be  performed  by  this  Board,  meaning'  that 
every  article  of  military  expenditure  shall  come  under  their  revision  and 
control;  but  we  desire  to  have  it  explicitly  understood  that  no  part  of 
the  discipline  of  the  army,  nor  the  distribution  of  the  troops,  nor  the 
application  of  the  force  is  to  fall  under  their  authority,  but  all  these 
particulars  are  to  remain  exclusively  with  the  Supreme  Government  and 
the  Commander  in  Chief  respectively,  neither  do  we  mean  that  they  are 
to  have  the  power  of  issuing  money  or  granting  warrants  for  the  issuing 
of  money  on  any  account  or  pretence  whatever.  We  mean  them  as  a 
board  of  reference  and  report,  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  and  to 
prevent  abuses  and  deficiencies. 

2 3.  Of  reference  from  the  Supreme  Council  upon  all  matters  of 
military  detail,  so  far  as  the  expenditure  of  money  is  concerned,  we 
therefore  direct  our  Supreme  Council  to  make  use  of  the  Military  Board 
in  this  point  of  view,  in  order  that  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money 
in  contingent  articles  may  be  sanctioned  by  the  opinion  of  the  officers 
who  constitute  this  Board;  we  do  not  mean  that  the  Supreme  Council 
are  bound  to  refer  such  points  for  their  consideration,  or  that  they 
should  be  bound  to  act  by  their  opinions  when  they  have  received  them, 
but  we  do  expect,  that  before  any  material  issue  of  money  is  ordered 
on  the  head  of  military  charges  the  Supreme  Council  will  consider  it 
as  a  useful  check  against  extravagance,  if  material  articles  of  military 
expenditure  are  previously  considered  and  reported  upon  by  officers  whose 
situations  and  professions  lead  them  to  be  particularly  conversant  in  the 
knowledge  of  every  article  of  military  expence. 

24.  Although  to  report  upon  references  made  to  them  by  the 
Supreme  Council  will  form  a  very  essential  part  of  the  duty  of  this 
Military  Board  it  is  not  to  be  their  only  duty.  We  consider  it  as  an 
essential  part  of  the  business  of  the  Board  and  we  direct  that  they 
particularly  attend  to  the  various  branches  of  military  detail  to  which 
we  have  alluded,  and  that  they  regularly,  from  time  to  time,  report  to 
the  Supreme  Council  the  state  and  condition  of  the  respective  articles 
of  service  falling  under  their  inspection. 

25.  If  there  is  any  difference  of  opinion  among  them  either  in 
matters  referred  to  them  by  the  Superior  Council  or  in  points,  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  which  has  originated  with  themselves,  such  differences  of 
opinion,  with  the  grounds  of  them,  are  to  be  specially  reported  by  them. 

1 

26.  We  direct  that  without  delay  you  form,  in  concert  with  the 
officers  who  are  to  constitute  this  Board,  such  fixed  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  conduct  of  their  business  as  may  effectually  ensure  the  means  of 
their  being  furnished  with  such  regular  returns  from  inferior  departments 
as  may  enable  them  to  conduct  their  business  with  dispatch  and  regularity; 
they  are  to  report  their  whole  proceedings  to  you  and  you  are  to  transmit 
them  to  us  in  separate  dispatches  under  the  head  of  Military  Department, 
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27.  You  will  likewise  determine  what  establishment  may  be  requisite 
for  the  conduct  of  our  business  in  their  department,  and  you  will,  from 
our  covenanted  servants,  allot  a  secretary  and  such  other  assistants  as  may 
be  necessary,  with  allowances  adequate  to  the  duties  and  services  to  be 
performed  by  them;  but  in  settling  those  allowances  you  will  attend  to 
the  same  spirit  of  economy  which  it  is  our  intention  to  introduce  into 
every  other  department. 

28.  We  trust  the  regulations  you  shall  frame  and  the  instructions 
you  shall  give  to  the  different  servants  under  you  connected  with 
military  business  will  be  sufficient  to  bring  before  the  Military  Board 
every  material  of  information  necessary  for  them  to  be  possessed  of,  but 
if  it  [at]  any  time  either  additional  instructions  or  occasional  orders  shall 
be  requisite  they  are  to  apply  for  them  to  the  Superior  Council. 

29.  After  having  thus  laid  before  you  such  outlines  of  this  business 
as  may  enable  you  to  institute  and  regulate  this  Board,  we  think  proper 
to  conclude  with  a  repitition  of  our  explicit  declaration  that  this  Military 
Board  is  to  possess  no  authority  exclusive  of  and  independent  of  the 
Supreme  Civil  Government,  but  are  in  all  respects  to  act  under  you  and 
through  the  medium  of  your  authority. 

Board  of  Revenue 

30.  Various  plans  have  been  devised  and  carried  into  execution 
within  these  fifteen  years  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  It  is  no  part 
of  our  intention,  at  present,  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  merit  or 
demerit  of  these  various  plans,  but  thus  far  we  are  clear  that  the  fre¬ 
quent  variations  of  system  which  have  occurred  have  been  attended 
with  much  inconvenience  and  great  expense.  It  is  therefore  full  time 
to  adopt  a  settled  plan;  and  for  that  purpose  we  direct  that  there  be 
a  Board  of  Revenue  to  reside  at  Calcutta,  to  consist  of  one  of  the  junior 
members  of  Council,  without  any  addition  to  his  present  salary,  and  four 
other  of  the  most  intelligent  of  the  senior  servants  of  the  Company. 

31.  To  this  Department  is  to  belong  (subject  to  the  controul  of  the 
Superior  Council)  the  whole  administration,  settlement,  collection  and 
receipt  of  every  branch  of  our  revenues  together  with  the  controul  of  the 
several  officers  concerned  therein;  but  they  are  to  have  no  power  of 
issuing  any  money  for  any  purposes  whatever,  except  in  consequence  of 
orders  or  warrants  from  the  Board  of  Council,  in  whom  this  authority  is 
to  be  exclusively  vested. 

38.  We  think  it  unnecessary  to  detail  the  particular  regulations  by 
which  you  are  to  arrange  this  Department;  we  think  it  sufficient  to  refer 
you  to  the  institution  of  the  present  Committee  of  Revenue,  upon  the 
foundation  and  principle  of  which  we  mean  this  Board  should  be 
established,  and  the  general  line  of  their  duty  to  be  the  same. 

>*'!  ’ 

The  experience  you  have  had  <?f  the  conduct  of  your  business 
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of  revenue  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  Revenue  will  enable  you 

to  judge  how  far  the  original  regulations  of  that  institution  will  admit 

of  correction  or  improvement,  and  to  that  consideration  your  serious 

attention  will  be  directed;  and  with  respect  to  collectors  and  all  other 

officers  subordinate  to  the  Board  of  Revenue  you  will,  in  concert  with 
them,  give  a  complete  revision  to  the  whole  system  of  the  establishment 
and  will  arrange  it  with  due  attention  to  the  strictest  economy  and  to 
the  general  rules  which  we  have,  prescribed  for  your  conduct. 

# 

34.  We  trust  that  long  before  this  time  you  have  made  great  and 
useful  progress  in  this  business,  and  if  in  the  arrangements  you  have 
already  made,  either  from  motives  of  lenity  or  from  your  having  been 
over  persuaded  by  the  importunity  or  remonstrances  of  our  servants, 
your  measures  have  not  coincided  with  the  rules  we  now  prescribe  you 
will  revise  your  own  conduct  in  those  respects  and  conform  yourselves 
to  the  orders  we  have  given. 

35.  We  think  it  almost  unnecessary  to  add,  as  in  justice  to  you 
we  must  suppose,  that  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  our  letter  of  the 
11th  April  last  you  will  have,  according  to  the  terms  thereof,  reduced 
the  whole  of  our  revenue  expenses  within  the  sum  of  seventy  two  lacks 
of  sicca  rupees.  The  further  orders  and  directions  we  now  give  are 
founded  on  a  full  conviction  that  by  a  steady  adherence  to  the  principles, 
we  have  directed  you  to  observe  a  permanent  establishment  may  be 
formed  for  the  administration  and  collection  of  our  revenues,  consider¬ 
ably  below  the  large  sum  of  seventy  two  lacks  of  sicca  rupees. 

36.  As  an  essential  part  of  the  conduct  of  this  Board  of  Revenue 
will  be  connected  with  a  steady  adherence  to  just  and  uniform  principles 
in  their  transactions  with  the  zemindars  and  other  landholders  in  the 
provinces  under  our  Government,  we  have  bestowed  much  attention 
upon  that  subject;  to  arrange  a  final  system  upon  that  head  would 
certainly  require  other  aids  than  that  of  general  theory  and  would 
require  the  benefit  of  local  knowledge,  but  being  possessed,  as  we  are, 
of  much  useful  information  by  the  able  writings  of  our  servants  in 
India,  who  have  discussed  that  subject,  and  having  the  still  further 
advantage  of  the  assistance  of  some  of  our  most  able  and  experienced 
servants  who  are  now  in  England,  we  propose,  in  one  of  the  early  ships 
of  this  season,  to  transmit  to  you  our  sentiments  upon  the  general 
principles  which  we  conceive  ought  to  operate  in  regulating  the  tenures 
of  the  landholders  in  India. 

37.  The  proceedings  of  our  Board  of  Revenue  will  of  course  be 
regularly  reported  to  you,  and  by  you  transmitted  to  us  in  a  separate 
packet  under  the  head  of  Revenue  Department. 

Board  of  Trade 

38.  This  Board  forms  the  remaining  department.  The  duties  of  it 
are  to  be  the  same  as  those  of  the  present  Board  of  Trade  but  very 
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different  in  their  constitution,  for  in  place  of  the  inefficient  principles 
upon  which  the  present  Board  is  formed  we  direct  that  a  new  Board 
be  constituted,  consisting  of.  the  remaining  junior  member  of  Council  as 
President,  without  any  additional  allowance,  and  four  other  members 
selected  from  among  the  senior  servants  of  the  Company,  to  whom 
competent  allowances  adequate  to  the  importance  of  their  situatior 
must  be  given,  either  by  established  salaries,  in  lieu  of  all  emoluments, 
or  by  allowances  ultimately  depending  upon  their  success  in  the  sale  oi 
our  exports  and  the  purchase  of  our  investments. 

39.  We  do  not  positively  direct  you  to  adopt  either  the  one  or  the 
other  mode  of  provision  for  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  lest 
some  objection,  unforeseen  by  us,  might  occur;  but  we  are  much  inclined 
to  be  of  opinion  that  as  well  with  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
as  with  regard  to  every  other  servant  in  any  respect  concerned  in  the 
purchase  of  our  investments,  or  the  sale  of  export  goods,  a  considerable 
part  of  their  emolument  should  depend  upon  the  success  of  our  sales 
in  Great  Britain,  as  by  such  a  regulation  their  own  interest  would  be 
deeply  concerned  in  procuring  the  best  qualities  of  goods  in  the  assort¬ 
ment  of  our  investments. 

40.  We  direct  that  the  Board  of  Trade,  as  now  to  be  constituted, 
should  be  subject,  like  all  other  departments,  to  the  superintendence  and 
controul  of  the  Superior  Council.  Many  inconveniencies  have  arisen 
from  the  present  Board  of  Trade  having  been  formed  and  having  acted 
upon  other  principles. 

41.  It  is  not  our  intention  that  the  Superior  Council  should 
wantonly,  or  without  urgent  cause,  interfere  in  the  measures  which  the 
Board  of  Trade  may  see  cause  to  adopt  for  the  conduct  of  our  commer¬ 
cial  concerns,  but  if  they  shall  be  of  opinion  that  there  is  urgency 
sufficient  to  call  for  their  interference  we  direct  the  Board  of  Trade 
implicitly  to  obey;  if  after  respectful  remonstrance  to  the  Superior 
Council  they  should  still  think  proper  to  adhere  to  their  original  opinion 
the  responsibility  will  then  rest  upon  them  and  we  shall  be  the  ulti¬ 
mate  judges. 

42.  The  whole  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  will,  of  course, 
be  reported  to  the  Superior  Council  and  by  them  transmitted  to  us  in 
a  separate  packet,  under  the  head  of  Commercial  Department. 

» 

43*  You  will  consult  the  Board  of  Trade,  as  newly  constituted, 
upon  the  proper  establishment  of  servants  to  be  allotted  for  the  conduct 
of  our  commercial  concern,  taking  care  that  on  no  account  the  expenses 
of  our  Commercial  Department  exceed  the  limitation  prescribed  by  our 
dispatches  of  the  11th  April  last. 

44.  Indeed  we  must,  in  a  most  especial  manner,  inculcate  to  you 
t|tef  propriety  of  forming  bur  commercial  establishment's  upon  the 
,  strictest  commercial  principles.  The  territorial  revenues  are  a  valuable 
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commercial  resource  if  viewed  in  the  light  of  an  extended  and  beneficial 
enlargement  of  our  capital.  But  they  will  ultimately  be  productive  of 
the  most  baneful  consequences,  not  only  to  our  own  commercial  interests 
but  to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  empire,  if  by  means  of  these  collateral 
resources  a  system  of  waste  and  extravagance  should  prevail  in  the 
formation  of  our  commercial  establishments  altogether  incompatible  with 
the  genuine  principles  of  mercantile  economy. 

45.  Upon  this  subject  it  only  remains  to  add  that  notwithstanding 
the  division  of  departments  we  have  pointed  out  for  the  regular  conduct 
of  our  business,  if  the  Governor  General  should  see  cause  to  give  his 
personal  attendance  at  any  of  the  boards  he  shall  at  all  times  be  at 
liberty  to  do  so,  and  when  he  does  attend,  shall  preside  at  the  board  and 
have  a  casting  voice  in  case  of  equality. 

46.  As  we  take  it  for  granted  you  will  instantly  carry  into  execution 
the  arrangements  for  the  conduct  of  our  business,  which  we  have  now 
ordered,  it  only  remains  for  us,  upon  this  subject,  to  inform  you  that  all 
our  subsequent  dispatches,  on  that  supposition,  will  be  addressed  to  you 
in  your  Public  Department,  Secret  Department,  Military  Department, 
Revenue  Department  or  Commercial  Department. 

47.  Dispatches  under  the  two  first  addresses  will,  of  course,  remain 
with  the  Superior  Council  in  one  of  its  departments,  Public  or  Secret, 
and  orders  will  be  given  by  them  to  the  inferior  boards,  conformable  to 
the  dispatches  they  shall  receive  in  their  Military,  Revenue  and  Com¬ 
mercial  Departments. 

48.  By  this  means  all  correspondence  will  continue  to  pass  through 
you;  at  the  same  time,  by  a  subdivision  of  the  detail  of  our  business,  the 
whole  will  be  conducted  with  regularity,  dispatch  and  economy. 

r 

49.  Dispatches  from  you  are  to  come  addressed  to  us  under  the 
same  heads  of  Public,  Secret,  Military,  Revenue  and  Commercial,  and  the 
business  of  this  Court  will  be  arranged  by  us  in  a  manner  correspond¬ 
ing  thereto,  except  so  far  as  concerns  business  of  a  secret  nature,  which, 
in  terms  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  must  be  conducted  through  v  the 
medium  of  the  Secret  Committee. 

50.  We  have  long  regretted  an  abuse  which  is  now  become  so 
prevalent,  and  has  gone  to  such  an  extent,  that  we  must  be  peremptory 
in  taking  the  most  effectual  measures  to  put  an  end  to  it — we  allude 
to  the  practise  of  our  servants  having  access  to  and  transmitting  home 
to  their  private  correspondents  such  part  of  our  records  as  they  think 
proper.  Our  orders  therefore  are  that  no  person  but  the  members  of  the 
different  boards  shall  have  access  to  their  records,  except  the  Secretaries 
of  such  boards  and  those  entrusted  by  them,  and  that  no  private  copies 
shall  be  given  thereof  except  to  the  President  .of  each  board  if  he  shall 
desire  it.  To  these  persons, so  entrusted  we  shall  look  for  responsibility, 
and  if  copies  of  any  of  our  papers,  correspondence  or  records  shall  be 
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discovered  in  the  possession  of  any  persons  not  warranted  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  we  shall  certainly  take  the  most 
effectual  measures  in  our  power  to  discover  by  whose  means  the  com¬ 
munication  has  been  made  and  will  dismiss  from  our  service  any  person 
who  shall  be  found  guilty  of  disobeying  these  our  orders. 

51.  Another  practice,  of  a  similar  nature,  likewise  calls  for  our 
animadversion;  many  of  our  servants,  possessing  our  most  confidential 
situations,  are  accustomed  to  indulge  themselves,  without  reserve,  in 
corresponding,  by  their  private  letters,  upon  the  public  affairs  of  the 
Company:  this  is  attended  with  many  inconveniences,  is  directly  con¬ 
trary  to  our  repeated  orders,  and  we  desire  you  will  take  the  most 
effectual  means  to  prevent  it;  and  if  any  of  our  servants  presume  to 
continue  in  a  practice  so  contrary  to  our  wishes  and  orders  we  shall 
certainly  mark  our  disapprobation  by  the  severest  tokens  of  our  dis¬ 
pleasure. 


52.  It  is  incumbent  upon  us  further  to  inform  you  that  a  practice 
has  sometimes  prevailed,  of  late,  of  our  servants  abroad  sending  home 
public  letters  to  the  care  of  persons  resident  in  this  country  to  be 
delivered  by  them  or  not  as  in  their  discretion  they  shall  think  proper. 
We  prohibit  any  such  practice  in  future,  and  direct  that  all  letters  to 
us  from  our  servants  abroad  be  addressed  directly  to  the  Court  of 
Directors  and  sent  by  the  usual  conveyance.  No  other  will  be  received 
by  us. 


53.  Your  letter  from  the  Secret  Department  of  Inspection,  dated 
31st  January  last,  has  been  received,  and  we  think  it  proper,  without 
delay,  to  remark  on  several  of  jthe  particulars  it  contains. 

54.  The  principles  of  reform  laid  down  in  the  five  first  resolutions 
you  passed,  as  contained  in  the  7th  paragraph  of  your  letter,  have  our 
entire  concurrence,  and  it  was  upon  similar  grounds  our  directions  for 
reduction  Vere  given  in  the  Separate  Letter  of  the  11th  April  last. 

55.  We  are  highly  satisfied  with  the  strict  injunction,  mentioned  in 
the  11th  paragraph  to  have  been  given  by  you  to  the  Committee  of 
Revenue,  for  reducing,  as  far  as  possible,  the  expenses  of  the  collectorships 
and  other  offices  and  establishments  dependent  on  that  Committee,  and 
we  trust  that  by  the  exertions  of  the  Committee,  in  consequence  of  your 
beforementioned  injunctions,  every  requisite  retrenchment  has  been  or 
will  be  made.  We  avoid  entering  into  a  discussion  of  any  of  the  parti¬ 
cular  reductions  you  mention  your  having  made  in  the  Revenue  Depart¬ 
ment;  but  we  desire  you  not  to  infer  either  approbation  or  disapproba¬ 
tion  from  our  silence;  for,  having  left  the  detail  of  the  retrenchments, 
in  the  first  instance,  in  your  hands,  we  reserve  ourselves  till  the  whole 
is  completed,  and  will  not  pledge  ourselves  upon  a  partial  view  of  the 
subject  to  the  continuance  of  any  particular  office,  untill  by  a  complete 
r^tlew  of  the  whole  of  your  work  we  are  enabled  to  judge  how  far  our 
■l^actaMoiits  are  fulfilled,  and  our  orders  completely  carried  into  execution. 
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56.  By  the.  51st  paragraph  of  your  letter  we  observe  you  have 
resolved  to  abolish  three  of  the  adaxvlxits  only,  but  we  are  of  opinion 
more  may  yet  be  done  on  this  head;  the  very  large  salaries  given  to 
the  judges  of  the  -adawliLts  call  for  serious  attention,  and  we  rely  on  you 
to  make  every  further  reduction  in  this  branch  of  expenditure  that  may 
be  practicable;  but  we  are  the  less  anxious  to  be  particular  in  that 
examination  at  present  because  we  think  the  whole  system  merits  revision. 
It  is  a  question .  well  worthy  of  consideration  whether  the  adawluts 
should  at  all  be  distinct  from  the  power  of  the  collectors,  and  upon  that 
subject  we  shall  transmit  to  you  our  sentiment  by  some  of  the  early  ships 
of  the  season. 

Salt 

57.  The  commission  allowed  to  the  Comptroller  and  salt  agents  you 
appear  to  have  reduced  exactly  in  the  proportion  ordered  by  us  in  our 
Separate  Letter  of  the  11th  of  April,  and  we  are  pleased  to  find  you 
have  abolished  the  deputy  agents;  but  we  must  particularly  direct  a 
compliance  with  our  further  orders  for  abolishing  the  salaries  to  the 
Comptroller  and  agents,  as  we  are  of  opinion  the  commission  will  be  a 
sufficient  recompense  for  their  services.  For  this  reason  also  we  dis¬ 
approve  of  the  resolution,  contained  in  the  53rd  paragraph  of  your 
beforementioned  letter,  “of  taking  into  consideration  the  claims  of  the 
original  officers,  employed  from  the  commencement  of  this  institution,  and 
ordering  a  reward  to  their  services  in  having  been  the  means  of  increas¬ 
ing  the  fund  ”;  for  as  the  commission  drawn  by  those  officers  increased 
of  course  with  the  fund,  and  appears  to  have  been  a  very  ample  allow¬ 
ance,  so  we  cannot  admit  of  the  least  necessity  existing  for  making  them 
any  further  pecuniary  compensation. 

58.  In  giving  our  negative  to  this  resolution,  because  we  think  it 
an  unnecessary  expenditure,  we  desire  to  have  it  perfectly  understood  that 
we  are  fully  sensible  of  the  useful  services  of  those  concerned  in  the 
business  of  the  Salt  Department. 

59.  When  we  consider  the  alarming  decline  of  the  salt  revenue  in 
the  year  1780,  and  for  which  no  remedy  seemed  for  sometime  to  present 
itself,  we  acknowledge  ourselves  indebted  to  the  abilities  and  zeal  of 
Mr.  Hastings  for  a  plan  suggested  and  compleated  by  him,  which  not  only 
retrieved  that  branch  of  trade  and  revenue  but  produced  an  effective 
benefit  to  the  Company  beyond  our  most  sanguine  expectation.  It  is  also 
with  pleasure  that  we  remark  the  industry  and  talents  displayed  by 
Mr.  Henry  Vansittart,  the  Comptroller,  in  carrying  the  plan  into  execu¬ 
tion. 


60.  Upon  the  subject  of  salt,  as  indeed  upon  every  other  article  of 
revenue,  we  must  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  our  directions 
that  the  statements  transmitted  to  us  be  made  up  at  all  times 
with  accuracy  and  perspecuity.  In  your  letter  of  the  57th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  1785,  when  the  first  year  was  closed,  you  say  that  the  nett  '‘profit 
had  exceeded  twenty  five  lacks  of  rupees  and  to  [sic]  proceed  to 
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inform  us  that  “  the  probable  real  increase  of  revenue  to  the  Company 
will  be  near  thirty  lacks  of  rupees  which  we  suppose  is  exclusive  of 
the  former  produce  of  Government  customs.  Then  in  your  letter  of  4th 
of  April  1783,  paragraph  15,  you  state  the  profit,  which  you  were  well 
assured  of  realizing,  at  no  less  than  rupees  57,25.673-15-0  (fifty  seven 
lacks  twenty  five  thousand,  six  hundred  and  seventy  three).  Mr.  Larkins, 
in  his  remarks  on  the  accounts  laid  by  us  before  the  Honorable  the  House 
of  Commons,  estimates  the  produce  of  the  year  1785  at  rupees  45,00,000 
(forty  five  lacks),  yet  in  your  estimate  of  your  receipts  and  disbursements 
for  the  year  1784/5,  which  required  every  possible  degree  of  accuracy, 
you  take  it  at  no  more  than  rupees  35,00,000  (thirty  five  lacks).  From 
such  different  statements  it  is  difficult  to  form  any  steady  conclusion,  and 
if  we  were  to  rest  on  them  only  we  should  be  induced  to  dread  a 
diminution  of  our  salt  revenue,  but  we  are  encouraged  to  the  contrary 
expectation  by  the  information  of  our  servants  lately  arrived  from  India. 

61.  We  think  it  incumbent  on  us  to  say,  whilst  we  are  drawing  into 
our  own  treasury  the  profits  on  salt,  which  used  to  be  enjoyed  by  con¬ 
tractors  and  merchants,  that  it  is  not  our  wish  in  general  to  assume  to 
ourselves  any  articles  of  the  internal  trade  of  our  provinces  which  can 
be  conducted  by  private  merchants,  paying  a  suitable  duty  to  Govern¬ 
ment.  But  in  regard  to  the  salt  when  individuals  could  not  be  found  to 
engage  in  it  on  any  terms,  which  could  with  prudence  be  accepted,  and 
there  was  danger  that  the  manufacture  would  be  lost  to  Bengal,  the 
attempt  was  judicious.  Now  that  it  has  been  rendered  successful  by 
employing  the  Company  s  capital  we  think  the  Company  may,  with  great 
justice,  continue  to  possess  the  emolument. 

62.  We  would  not  therefore  make  any  alteration  in  the  mode  of 
conducting  this  department  farther  than  we  have  already  ordered  in  our 
letter  of  the  nth  April,  with  regard  to  the  salaries  and  commission  of  the 
comptrollers  and  agents,  which  we  here  confirm. 

63.  If  experience  has  proved  that  the  plan  mentioned  by  you  in 
your  letters  of  22nd  December  1781,  paragraph  19,  and  28th  October 
1783,  paragraph  40,  of  putting  the  land  revenue  of  the  salt  mehals  under 
the  care  of  the  Comptroller  of  Salt  has  had  salutary  effects  towards 
supporting  this  important  resource,  and  at  the  same  time  in  contributing 

to  the  satisfaction  of  the  zemindars  and  molunghees,  we  authorize  the 
same  to  be  continued. 

64.  We  trust  that  you  will  take  sufficient  care  that  there  do  not 
accrue  any  outstanding  balances  either  amongst  the  manufacturers  or  the 
purchasers  of  the  Company’s  salt,  which,  if  not  properly  guarded  against, 
might  eventually  cause  a  very  serious  defalcation  from  our  apparent  profits. 

65.  We  desire  you  will  inform  us  whether  any  and  what  loss  the 
customs  of  the  port  of  Calcutta  may  have  sustained  from  your  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  all  foreign  salt  into  Bengal,  and  what  market  you 
Receive- there  Wl11  be  for  the  salt  formerly  manufactured  upon  our 

1Ki$sessiOHS  on  the  roa*t  of 
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66.  You  will  also  acquaint  us,  from  time  to  time,  what  is  the 
price  of  salt  to  the  retail  merchants  and  consumer  in  various  towns 
or  aurungs  in  Bengal  and  Bahar.  We  approve  the  measures  you  adapted 
for  disposing  of  340,480  maunds,  as  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  Novem¬ 
ber  25th  1780,  paragraph  28,  and  the  medium  price  of  161  rupees 
per  100  maunds  fixed  for  the  salt  of  1781/2  does  not  appear  to  us  in 
any  respect  unreasonable. 

67.  We  recommend  it  to  your  consideration  whether  the  export  of 
salt  might  not  be  encouraged  and  encreased  to  those  countries,  lying 
to  the  northward  of  Bahar,  where  rock  salt  brought  from  a  great  distance 
principally  supplies  the  consumption.  If  the  trade  to  that  part  of 
Hindustan  could  be  promoted  in  the  article  of  salt,  even  by  allowing  a 
considerable  draw-back  of  the  duty  at  the  Patna  Custom  House,  important 
advantages  must  unavoidably  result  to  the  Company’s  interest. 

68.  We  understand  likewise  that  a  very  beneficial  trade  in  this  article 
might  be  prosecuted  within  the  kingdom  of  Assam  for  which  returns 
might  be  made  in  gold  dust  and  other  articles.  We  wish  as  much  as 
possible  to  open  this  channel.  If  the  export  trade  of  salt  from  our  own 
provinces  could  be  increased  we  conceive  that  it  would  not  be  difficult 
in  a  flat  sea  coast  of  such  extent  as  that  which  lies  between  Balasore  and 
Chittagong  to  increase  the  manufacture  so  as  fully  to  keep  pace  with  the 
exportation. 


Customs 

69.  The  reductions  you  have  made  in  the  Customs,  so  far  as  they 
go,  appear  to  us  commendable  but  they  fall  short  of  our  orders  of  the 
11th  of  April  last,  respecting  the  retrenchments  in  this  department,  by 
which  you  will  perceive  that  the  Board  of  Customs  was  to  be  entirely 
abolished,  the  allowances  to  the  collectors  reduced  to  their  amount  in 
1776,  and  the  whole  charge  of  collecting  the  Government  customs  to  be 
defrayed  from  the  sum  of  72  lacks  of  sioca  rupees  for  the  charges  of  the 
Revenue  Department. 

70.  We  therefore  refer  you  to  our  former  orders  on  this  subject 
and  positively  direct  that  they  be  adhered  to  without  the  least  deviation. 

Committee  of  Grain 

71.  The  establishment  of  the  Committee  of  Grain  we  considered 
among  the  other  temporary  appointments  which  were  to  cease  when 
their  objects  were  obtained,  and  we  accordingly  directed  that  every 
such  establishment  made  in  consequence  of  the  war  or  otherwise  should 
be  entirely  reduced,  but  as  you  seem  convinced  that  good  consequences 
may  result  from  a  partial  continuance  of  this  committee  we  yield  in  this 
instance  to  your  reasoning  on  the  subject,  and  acquiesce  in  your  Resolu¬ 
tion  thereon  but  we  expect  that  the  expense  be  regulated  by  the 
strictest  economy. 
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Poolbundy 

72.  Respecting  the  charges  of  poolbundy ,  or  repairing  the  embank 
ments  of  the  rivers,  which  you  mention,  in  the  30th  paragraph  of  the 
same  letter,  to  have  particularly  recommended  to  the  committee’s 
revision  we  hope  some  reduction  may  be  made  in  this  article,  but  great 
care  must  be  taken  lest  by  an  ill  judged  parsimony  these  embankments 
may  be  so  much  neglected  as  to  endanger  the  cultivation  of  the  lands, 
and  if  the  zemindars  are  allowed  to  make  the  repairs  themselves,  as  you 
propose  and  which  may  be  highly  proper,  the  committee  must  be  very 
attentive  that  they  punctually  perform  that  duty. 

Civil  Establishments 

73.  We  approve  of  the  reduction  you  have  ordered  to  take  place 
in  the  article  of  Persian  masters,  but  as  you  do  not  yet  appear  to  have 
come  to  any  final  determination  respecting  the  further  retrenchments 
to  be  made  in  the  civil  establishments  we  can  only,  for  the  present, 
repeat  and  enforce  our  former  orders  on  this  head,  that  the  whole  of 
the  civil  charges  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  prescribed  in  our  before- 
mentioned  letter  and  the  same  with  respect  to  the  marine  charges. 

Pensions 

m 

74.  We  cannot  approve  of  the  pensions  which,  by  the  40th  para¬ 
graph  of  your  letter,  you  have  resolved  to  grant  to  the  servants  removed 
from  or  not  in  possession  of  offices.  Such  allowances  could  only  have 
been  made  with  the  view  of  keeping  our  unemployed  servants  in  India 
in  a  degree  of  affluence  on  many  occasions  greater  than  they  would  do 
even  when  employed. 

75.  Our  final  determination  is  that  a  senior  merchant  whose 
fortune  is  not  equal  to  £10,000,  ten  thousand  pounds,  shall  receive  from 
us  as  much  with  the  interest  of  his  own  money  as  shall  yield  him  an 
annuity  of  £400,  four  hundred  pounds,  per  annum.  A  junior  merchant 
whose  fortune  is  not  equal  to  £7,500,  seven  thousand  five  hundred  pounds, 
shall  receive  from  us  what  with  the  interest  of  his  own  money  will  yield 
him  an  annuity  of  £300,  three  hundred  pounds,  per  annum.  A  factor 
or  writer  whose  fortune  is  not  equal  to  £6,000,  six  thousand  pounds, 
shall  receive  from  us  as  much  as  with  the  interest  of  his  own  fortune 
shall  amount  to  an  annuity  of  £200,  two  hundred  pounds. 

76.  We  are  sensible  that  these  annuities  will  bear  a  small  proportion 
to  the  incomes  which  many  of  our  servants  who  will  now  be  out  of  employ 
have  formerly  enjoyed,  but  the  inconvenience  of  that  circumstance  is 
greatly  removed  by  their  not  being  obliged  to  reside  in  India  till  situations 
occur  in  which  they  can  be  employed. 

i  4 
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x  Wc  therefore  authorize  you  to  signify  to  our  .servants  out  of 

Cit^loymeht  that  they  have  our  permission  with  their  first  convenience  to 
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return  to  Great  Britain,  where  they  shall  enjoy  the  above  annuities  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  respective  ranks,  till  the  time  that  they  are  again  put  into 
employment:  and  let  them  always  recollect  it  is  not  from  a  spirit  of 
injuring  them  but  from  the  necessity  of  our  own  affairs,  and  a  desire  to 
pay  the  debts  and  restore  the  credit  of  the  Company,  that  we  are  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  those  measures. 

78.  We  now  advert  to  the  steps  you  have  taken  relative  to  our 
military  establishments,  as  stated  from  the  41st  to  the  55th  paragraphs 
inclusive  of  your  letter  of  the  31st  of  January,  to  which  we  have  had 
occasion  to  advert  in  other  particulars. 

79-  With  regard  to  the  measures  you  have  taken,  or  may  still  take, 
for  the  reduction  of  those  articles  of  military  expense  which  you  properly 
stile  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army  we  leave  that,  as  well  as  many  other 
subjects  of  detail  we  have  mentioned,  to  your  completion  before  we  can 
deliver  our  final  opinion.  We  direct,  however,  that  upon  no  account  they 
exceed  the  limits  we  have  prescribed  in  our  letter  of  the  11th  of  April 
last;  on  the  contrary  we  confidently  trust  that  your  exertions,  acting  in 
concert  with  the  Military  Board  we  have  appointed  for  your  aid,  will 
tend  to  a  very  considerable  reduction  within  that  standard. 

80.  In  our  letter  of  the  11th  April  we  intimated  to  you  our  deter¬ 
mination  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of  directing  what  we  conceived  to 
be  an  adequate  military  establishment  in  time  of  peace.  We  have  accord¬ 
ingly  done  so,  and  after  collecting  the  best  information  we  could  find,  as 
well  upon  general  as  local  knowledge  of  the  subject,  we  have  prepared 
and  herewith  transmit  our  scheme  of  a  military  peace  establishment,  and 
we  enjoin  you  to  carry  it  precisely  into  execution. 

8x.  We  conceive  it  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  success  of 
our  military  operations  in  India  that  the  corps  which  compose  the  armies 
at  Bengal,  Madras  and  Bombay  should  be  so  formed  as  to  enable  them  to 
take  the  field  on  the  shortest  notice  and  to  act  with  effect  whenever  they 
shall  happen  to  be  united  upon  service;  we  have  therefore  resolved  to 
arrange  the  whole  military  establishments  according  to  one  uniform 
system  and  to  reduce  the  corps  of  every  denomination,  at  each  of  the 
Presidencies,  to  the  same  strength  in  point  df  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates. 

82.  It  is  therefore  our  express  orders  that  the  following  plan  shall 
be  immediately  adopted  for  the  military  establishments  at  Bengal,  Madras 
and  Bombay,  and  that  no  deviation  from  the  proportions  settled  by  this 
plan  shall  henceforth  take  place  without  our  particular  orders  for  that 
purpose. 


European  Troops 


That  one  regiment  of  European  cavalry  shall  consist  of: — 1 
colonel  and  captain,  x  lieutenant  colonel  and  captain,  1  major  and 


LETTER  FROM  COURT 


captain,  3  captains,  6  lieutenants,  6  cornets,  6  quarter  masters,  1 
chaplain,  1  adjutant,  1  surgeon,  2  mates,  2 4  serjeants,  2 4  corporals, 
6  trumpeters,  6  hautbois,  324  private  men;  and  that  an  allowance 
shall  be  made  for  six  rough  riders,  exclusive  of  the  pay  attached  to 
their  station  as  corporals  in  the  corps. 

That  one  company  of  European  artillery  shall  consist  of: — 1 
captain,  2  lieutenants,  2  lieutenant  fireworkers,  4  serjeants,  4  corporals, 
8  gunners,  56  matrosses,  2  drums  and  fifers,  and  2  puckallies  or 
watermen  to  be  allowed  for  the  use  of  the  company. 

That  5  companies  of  the  same  strength  shall  constitute  a  batta¬ 
lion  of  artillery  with  the  following  proportion  of  field  and  staff 
officers: — 1  lieutenant  colonel,  1  major,  1  adjutant,  1  quarter  master, 
1  surgeon,  1  mate;  and  that  an  extra  allowance  be  made  for  1  ser- 
jeant  major,  1  quarter  master  serjeant,  1  drill  serjeant,  1  drill  cor¬ 
poral,  1  drum  major  and  1  fife  major  exclusive  of  the  pay  attached 
to  their  respective  ranks  as  serjeants,  corporals,  drums  and  fifes  in 
the  regiment. 

That  the  strength  of  one  grenadier  or  one  battalion  company 
of  European  infantry  shall  consist  of: — 1  captain,  2  subalterns,  3 
serjeants,  4  corporals.  2  drums  and  fifes,  68  privates,  and  2  puckallies 
or  watermen  to  be  allowed  for  the  use  of  the  company. 

That  two  companies  of  grenadiers  and  six  battalion  companies 
of  the  same  strength  shall  constitute  1  battalion  of  European 
infantry  with  the  following  proportion  of  field  and  staff  officers:  — 
1  colonel,  1  lieutenant  colonel,  1  major,  1  chaplain,  1  adjutant,  1 
quarter  master,  1  surgeon,  1  mate;  and  that  an  extra  allowance  be 
made  for  1  serjeant  major,  1  quarter  master  serjeant,  1  drill  serjeant, 
1  drill  corporal,  1  drum  major  and  1  fife  major,  exclusive  of  the  pay 
attached  to  their  respective  ranks  as  serjeants,  corporals,  drums  and 
fifes  of  the  regiment. 


Native  Troops 

That  the  strength  of  one  troop  of  native  cavalry  shall  consist 
of: — 1  subaltern,  1  serjeant  (Europeans),  1  subadar ,  3  jemaultdars 
( [jamadars ),  4  havildars ,  4  naicks,  1  trumpeter,  1  farrier,  68  privates, 
and  1  puckallie  or  waterman  to  be  allowed  for  the  use  of  the  troop. 

That  six  troops  of  the  same  strength  shall  constitute  one  regi¬ 
ment  of  cavalry  with  the  following  commandant  and  staff: — 1  captain 
commandant,  1  adjutant,  1  quarter  master,  1  surgeon’s  assistant 
(Europeans),  1  black  doctor. 


The  senior  regiment  of  native  cavalry  to  be  commanded  by  a 
lieutenartt  colonel,  the  next  in  seniority  by  a  major  and  the  other 
by  captains  commandant*  And  that  an  extra  allowance  be 
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made  far  1  serjeant  major,  i  quarter  master  serjeant,  1  drill  havildar , 
1  drill  naick ,  1  head  farrier,  1  head  trumpeter  and  6  linemen,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  the  pay  attached  to  their  respective  ranks  as  serjeants,  havil- 
dars ,  naicks ,  farriers,  trumpeters  and  privates  in  the  regiment. 


That  the  strength  of  one  company  of  native  infantry  shall  con¬ 
sist  of 1  subaltern,  x  serjeant  (Europeans),  1  subadar ,  1  jemautdar 
(jamadar),  4  havildars >  4  naicks ,  1  drum,  1  fife,  68  privates,  and  1 
puckallie  or  waterman  be  allowed  for  the  use  of  the  company. 

That  two  companies  of  grenadiers,  and  six  battalion  companies 
of  the  same  strength  shall  constitute  one  battalion  of  native  infantry 
with  the  following  commandant  and  staff  officers:' — 1  captain,  1 
adjutant,  1  surgeon’s  assistant  (Europeans),  1  black  doctor;  and  that 
an  extra  allowance  be  made  to  1  serjeant  major,  1  quarter  master 
serjeant,  1  drill  havildar 1  drill  naick ,  1  drum  and  fife  major,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  the  pay  attached  to  their  respective  ranks  as  serjeants,  havil¬ 
dars ,  naicks ,  drums  and  fifes. 

That  one  company  of  lascars,  for  the  service  of  the  artillery,  shall 
consist  of: — 1  sarang ,  2  1st  tindalls,  2  2nd  tindalls ,  56  privates,  and 
1  puckallie  or  waterman  to  be  allowed  for  the  use  of  the  company. 

It  is  our  express  orders  that  all  establishments  respecting  native 
artillery,  or  golandauze ,  shall  cease  and  that  the  officers  and  men  of 
those  corps  shall  be  incorporated  into  the  seapoy  battalions, 
or  into  the  lascars  attached  to  the  artillery.  It  is  likewise  our  express 
orders  that  none  of  the  natives  from  the  interior  country  of  Hindos- 
tan  shall  henceforth  be  taught  the  exercise  of  artillery,  and  that 
none  shall  be  enlisted  for  the  corps  of  artillery  lascars  but  such  as 
are  actually  seamen  or  boatmen,  settled  within  the  limits  of  the 
different  Presidencies. 

Peace  Establishment  for  Bengal 

3  battalions  European  artillery 

6  battalions  of  European  infantry 

2  troops  of  native  cavalry 
36  battalions  of  native  infantry 
30  companies  of  lascars 

And  a  corps  of  engineers  consisting  of: 

1  lieutenant  colonel 
1  major 
4  captains 
8  lieutenants 
8  ensigns 

The  battalions  of  native  infantry  are  to  be  formed  into  6 
brigades,  each  brigade  to  consist  of  6  battalions  of  sepoys ,  with  1 
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lieutenant  colonel  and  1  major  attached  as  the  necessary  field  officers 
for  conducting  the  military  duties  and  discipline  of  the  brigade. 


When  the  battalions  of  European  and  native  infantry  are  com¬ 
manded  to  take  the  field  for  service  they  are  to  be  equipped  with 
two  field  pieces  each;  2  tindals  and  28  lascars  are  also  to  be  attached 
for  working  the  artillery,  and  1  European  non-commissioned  officer 
and  8  privates  for  pointing  the  guns  and  taking  care  of  the  ammuni¬ 
tion  and  stores. 


Whenever  a  brigade  is  ordered  to  be  detached  on  service  the 
grenadiers  of  the  battalions  composing  the  brigade  are  to  be  formed 
into  two  battalions  for  covering  the  flanks  of  the  brigade,  and  to 
have  two  battalion  guns  attached  to  each  with  a  proper  proportion 
of  European  artillery  and  artillery  lascars .  On  this  principle,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  the  field  train,  16  field  pieces,  1  company  of  European 
artillery  and  4  companies  of  lascars  will  complete  the  brigade  for 

immediate  service. 


STAFF 


General  Staff 


Brigade  Staff 


Garrison  Staff  ... 


General  Hospital 


'  1  adjutant  general  as  lieutenant  colonel 
1  quarter  master  general  as  lieutenant 
h  colonel 

1  deputy  adjutant  general  as  major 
1  deputy  quarter  master  general  as  major 

f  6  lieutenant  colonels  attached  to  the  brigade 
j  6  majors  attached  to  the  brigade 
I  6  brigade  majors  as  captains 
l  6  quarter  masters  of  brigade  as  majors 

C  x  fort  major  )  Fort  william 

1  i  fort  adjutant  \ 

f  7  surgeons 
(45  assistants 


Madrass 


2  battalions  of  artillery 

4  battalions  of  European  infantry 
1  regiment  of  European  cavalry 

5  regiments  of  native  cavalry 
36  battalions  of  native  infantry 
30  companies  of  lascars 

And  a  corps  of  engineers  consisting  of: 
1  lieutenant  colonel 
1  major 
4  captains 
8  lieutenants 
&  ensigns 
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The  battalion  of  native  infantry  are  to  be  formed  into  6  brigades, 
each  brigade  to  consist  of  6  battalions  of  sepoys ,  with  1  lieutenant 
colonel  and  1  major  attached  as  the  necessary  field  officers  for  con¬ 
ducting  the  military  duties  and  discipline  of  the  brigade. 


When  the  battalions  of  European  and  native  infantry  or  the 
regiments  of  cavalry  are  commanded  to  take  the  field  for  service 
they  are  to  be  equipped  with  two  field  pieces  each;  2  tindals  and  28 
lascars  are  also  to  be  attached  for  working  the  artillery,  and  1  Euro¬ 
pean  non-commissioned  officer  and  8  privates  for  pointing  the  guns, 
and  taking  care  of  the  ammunition  and  stores. 


Whenever  a  brigade  is  ordered  to  be  detached  on  service  the 
grenadiers  of  the  battalions  composing  the  brigade  are  to  be  formed 
into  2  battalions  for  covering  the  flanks  of  the  brigade,  and  to  have 
two  battalion  guns  attached  to  each,  with  a  proper  proportion  of 
European  artillery  and  artillery  lascars.  On  this  principle,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  the  field  train,  16  field  pieces,  1  company  of  European  artillery 
and  4  companies  of  lascars  will  complete  the  brigade  for  immediate 
service. 


STAFF 


General  Staff 


Brigade  Staff 


Garrison  Staff 
Hospital  Staff 


f  1  adjutant  general  as  lieutenant  colonel 
j  1  quarter  master  general  as  lieutenant 
j  colonel 

J  1  deputy  adjutant  general  as  major 
1  1  deputy  quarter  master  general  as  major 

r  6  lieutenant  colonels  attached  to  the 
brigade 

<  6  majors  attached  to  the  brigade 

6  brigade  majors  as  captains 
6  quarter  masters  of  brigade  as  lieutenants 

(  1  fort  major 
1  1  fort  adjutant 

^  6  surgeons 
^  5 2  mates 

Bombay 


1  battalion  of  artillery 

2  battalions  of  European  infantry 
1 2  battalions  of  native  infantry 

10  companies  of  lascars 
And  a  corps  of  engineers  consisting  of: 
1  lieutenant  colonel 

1  major 

2  captains 

4  lieutenants 
4  ensigns 
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The  battalions  of  native  infantry  are  to  be  formed  into  two 
brigades,  each  brigade  to  consist  of  6  battalions  of  sepoys  with  i 
lieutenant  colonel  and  1  major  attached  as  the  necessary  field  officers 
for  conducting  the  military  duties  and  discipline  of  the  brigade. 

When  the  battalions  of  European  and  native  infantry  are  com¬ 
manded  to  take  the  field  for  service  they  are  to  be  equipped  with 
two  field  pieces  each;  2  tindals  and  28  lascais  are  also  to  be  attached 
for  working  the  artillery,  and  1  European  non-commissioned  officer 
and  8  privates  for  pointing  the  guns  and  taking  care  of  the  ammuni¬ 
tion  and  stores. 


Whenever  a  brigade  is  ordered  to  be  detached  on  service  the 
grenadiers  of  the  battalions  composing  the  brigade  are  to  be  formed 
into  two  battalions  for  covering  the  flanks  of  the  brigade,  and  to  have 
two  battalion  guns  attached  to  each,  with  a  proper  proportion  of 
European  artillery  and  artillery  lascars.  On  this  principle,  exclusive 
of  the  field  train,  16  field  pieces,  x  company  of  European  artillery 
and  4  companies  of  lascars  will  complete  the  brigade  for  immediate 
service. 


STAFF 
General  Staff 


Brigade  Staff 


f  1  deputy  adjutant  general  as  major 
(  1  deputy  quarter  master  general  as  major 

(  2  lieutenant  colonels  attached  to  the 
|  brigade 

\  2  majors  attached  to  the  brigade 
1  brigade  major  as  captain 
1  brigade  quarter  master  as  lieutenant 


Garrison  Staff 
Hospital  Staff 


1  fort  major 
1  fort  adjutant 

3  surgeons 
14  assistants 


83,  Whenever  it  becomes  necessary  to  increase  the  army  at  any  of 
the  Presidencies,  beyond  what  is  settled  for  the  peace  establishment,  no 
alteration  must  take  place  in  the  proportion  of  officers  etc.,  settled  for 
the  different  corps  of  the  Presidency.  On  such  occasions  complete  com¬ 
panies  are  to  be  added  to  the  artillery  and  artillery  lascars ,  complete 
regiments  to  the  cavalry,  and  complete  battalions  to  the  European  and 
native  infantry.  Draughts  are  to  be  made  from  the  old  corps  as  a  founda¬ 
tion  for  the  additional  levies  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  these  levies; 
and  the  old  corps  will  make  good  their  respective  deficiencies  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  these  draughts  by  recruits;  so  that  the  same  proportion  for  one 
company  of  artillery  and  artillery  lascars,  and  of  one  regiment  of  cavalry 
and  one  battalion  of  European  of  native  infantry,  shall  invariably  remain 
tfee  same,  in  the  old  and  the  new  corps. 
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84.  Upon  this  subject  it  will  be  observed  that  the  military  estab¬ 
lishment  we  have  directed  for  the  other  settlements  make  no  provision 
for  an  establishment  at  Fort  Marlborough.  In  our  letter  of  the  11th 
April  last  we  intimated  to  you  our  determination  of  reducing  the  Presi¬ 
dency  of  Bencoolen  to  a  Residency  in  like  manner  as  it  was  from  the 
year  1754  to  1759,  and  to  place  it  under  your  Government.  We  further 
direct  that  whatever  military  establishment  may  be  necessary  to  be 
stationed  there  shall  be  a  detachment  from  your  army,  and  in  all  respects 
form  a  part  of  it. 


85.  Every  circumstance  indicates  the  propriety  of  this  arrangement, 
and  our  attention  has  been  in  a  peculiar  manner  called  to  it  by  an  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  10th  August  1784,  made  to  us  by  our  officers  on  the  Ben¬ 
coolen  establishment,  the  grounds  of  which  appear  to  be  perfectly 
warranted,  and  it  does  not  occur  to  us  that  any  such  radical  remedy  can 
be  applied  to  their  complaints  as  by  the  arrangement  we  have  now 
suggested.  We  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  their  representation. 

86.  We  have  been  advised  that  one  company  of  artillery,  two 
companies  of  European  infantry  and  four  companies  of  native  infantry 
would  be  a  proper  establishment  to  be  stationed  at  Fort  Marlborough, 
and  if  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  army  we  have  directed  to  be  kept  up 
under  your  establishment  will  not  admit  of  so  large  a  detachment  from 
it,  consistently  with  the  safety  of  our  provinces,  we  authorize  you  to  make 
an  addition  to  the  Bengal  establishment,  as  above  directed,  to  the  extent 
of  what  may  be  necessary  for  the  Fort  Marlborough  detachment. 

87.  In  reducing  your  army  to  the  establishment  now  prescribed  by 
us  we  are  aware  that  there  must  be  a  considerable  number  of  super¬ 
numerary  officers  of  different  ranks.  We  lament  the  loss  of  the  service 
of  so  many  able  and  gallant  officers  and  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
which  offers  of  restoring  them  to  it.  In  the  mean  time  we  direct  that 
all  European  officers  who  may  fall  under  the  reduction  be  allowed  the 
half  pay  of  their  respective  ranks  and  be  permitted  to  return  home  to 
their  native  country,  where  they  shall  enjoy  that  allowance .  until  the 
opportunities  offer  of  restoring  them  to  full  pay  on  the  establishment. 

88.  With  regard  to  native  officers  we  think  it  improper  to  permit 
them  to  be  disbanded  from  our  service  upon  such  terms  as  may  leave  them 
any  temptation  to  betake  themselves  to  any  other  service;  possessed^  as 
they  are  of  military  skill  and  discipline  acquired  in  our  army,  we  think 
a  temporary  expense,  though  considerable,  well  bestowed  to  prevent  such 
an  evil.  We  therefore  direct  you  to  retain  them  upon  full  pay  and  to 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  restoring  them  to  their  former  situations. 
Perhaps  some  of  these  native  officers  may  wish  to  be  provided  for  by  an 
allotment  of  waste  lands  at  Boglepore,  upon  the  same  terms  as  the  in¬ 
valided  officers,  if  so,  we  think  it  would  be  a  very  unexceptionable  mode 
of  providing  for  them  and  we  suggest  it  for  your  consideration. 
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Military  Hospitals 

i 

89.  Conceiving  the  care  of  our  sick  or  wounded  soldiers  to  be  an 
>bject  dictated  as  well  by  sound  policy  as  by  humanity  we  have  bestowed 
>articular  attention  in  examining  that  subject;  and  the  investigation  has 
pointed  out  to  us  the  propriety  of  transmitting  to  you  precise  regulations 
or  the  conduct  of  our  hospitals.  These  regulations  have  in  view  to 
•emove  every  chance  of  the  troops  suffering  from  a  want  of  proper  attend- 
mce,  comfortable  accommodations,  good  medicines,  diet,  hospital  neces- 
laries  etc.,  and  to  establish  such  a  controul  over  the  several  departments 
>f  the  hospital  as  will  limit  the  annual  expenses  to  what  are  merely 
lecessary  and  ascertain  the  charges  with  accuracy.  They  have  likewise 
n  contemplation  to  abolish  the  absurd  practice  of  allowing  surgeons  to 
benefit  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  sick  under  their  care,  or  to  derive 
my  advantage  in  consequence  of  the  remaining  a  length  of  time  in  the 
hospitals  which,  under  such  a  system,  must  be  too  often  the  case  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  service  and  to  the  great  disgrace  of  humanity.  But  at 
:he  same  time  that  these  regulations  are  particularly  directed  against  any 
legree  of  abuse  they  hang  out  encouragement  to  men  of  abilities  and 
:haracter  to  prosecute  the  medical  line  in  India  by  establishing  reason¬ 
able  prospects  to  individuals  and  a  regular  progression  of  rank  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest  stations  in  the  Company's  service. 

90.  These  regulations  are  contained  in  two  papers  which  accompany 
this.  One,  entitled  “  Regulations  respecting  Military  Hospitals  in  India  ”, 
the  other,  entitled  “  Forms  and  Regulations  for  the  Apothecary  in  charge 
pf  the  Medicine  Stores  at  the  different  Presidencies  in  India.” 

91.  Our  military  establishments  even  upon  the  scale  to  which  they 
ire  reduced,  joined  to  the  proper  supply  of  our  hospitals,  will  require  a 
/ery  considerable  number  of  surgeons  and  assistants.  But  from  the  latest 
returns  we  have  seen,  we  take  it  for  granted  you  have  at  your  settlement 
1  sufficient  number  for  all  the  purposes  we  have  directed,  and  likewise  as 
many  more  as  may  afford  a  supply  to  our  other  settlements,  if  any  shall 
pe  required  by  any  of  them.  We  observe  that  you  have  appointed  a  great 
lumber  of  assistant  surgeons  at  Bengal  since  the  year  1781,  without  our 
permission.  This  is  a  practice  which  we  prohibit  in  future. 

92.  As  in  the  present  state  of  our  affairs  we  cannot  admit  of  any 
innecessary  expense  we  have  come  to  a  resolution  and  direct  that  no 
nore  surgeons  or  assistant  surgeons  than  those  necessary  for  our  several 
icspitals  and  establishments  shall  draw  pay  or  allowances  from  the  Com¬ 
pany.  The  supernumeraries  must  depend  on  their  private  practice  until 
/acancies  fall,  as  it  was  not  our  intention  in  permitting  surgeons  of  any 
iescription  to  proceed  to  India  to  practice  in  their  profession  that  they 
should  immediately  on  their  arrival  receive  pay  unless  appointed  to  some 
station  in  consequence  of  vacancies. 

*  93*  From  this  restriction  however  it  is  our  intention  to  exempt 

swdb  as  have  be$n  in  actual  service  with  the  troops  or  in  detachments 
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during  the  war,  and  we  consent  to  their  drawing  their  pay  and  half  batia 
while  unemployed. 

94.  When  in  our  letter  of  the  16th  March  1784,  we  disapproved,  of 
the  appointments  you  had  recently  made  of  24.  assistant  surgeons,  and 
nominated  others  in  their  room,  we  were  led  to  imagine  that  your  estab¬ 
lishments  were  really  so  many  deficient;  as  therefore  the  persons,  so 
nominated  by  us,  do  not  stand  precisely  in  the  same  predicament  with 
those  whom  we  merely  permitted  to  proceed  to  India  to  practice  in  the 
way  of  their  profession,  and  to  succeed  only  upon  actual  vacancies,  and 
may  conceive  themselves  entitled  to  some  compensation  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  above  orders,  we  direct  that  you  grant  them  a  moderate 
allowance  until  they  shall  succeed  to  vacancies  upon  the  reduced 
establishment. 

95.  We  have  already,  in  our  letter  of  the  10th  of  December  1784, 
directed  you  to  give  every  assistance  to  Lieutenant  General  Sloper  in  his 
endeavors  to  suppress  the  excessive  use  of  spirituous  liquors  among  the 
soldiery  and  the  profits  which,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe,  have 
resulted  from  it  to  the  commanding  officers  at  different  stations. 

96.  We  think  that  the  situation  of  the  cantonments  affords  you 
considerable  assistance  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  point,  which  would 
be  attended  with  little  difficulty  if  proper  stipulations  were  made  with  the 
contractor  for  the  supply  of  this  article  respecting  the  quantity  to  be 
delivered  by  him,  and  if  all  other  persons  were  prohibited  from  sending 
any  spirituous  liquors  within  the  cantonments. 

97.  We  are  well  aware  that  no  regulation  of  this  sort  can  be  carried 
into  effect  while  the  commanding  officer,  who  should  exercise  the  controul 
in  this  respect,  is  permitted  to  derive  a  pecuniary  advantage  from  promot¬ 
ing  the  consumption,  and  at  the  same  time  debasing  the  quality  of  this 
destructive  article.  We  are  inclined  however  to  hope  that  this  practice 
has  by  no  means  been  general,  and  we  direct  that  in  future  proper 
measures  be  taken  for  enforcing,  with  the  utmost  rigour,  that  part  of  the 
eighth  section  of  the  articles  of  war  by  which  such  profits  are  expressly 

forbidden. 

98.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  enter  further  into  the  detail  of  this 
subject,  which  must  be  left  to  your  zeal  and  local  knowledge,  but  we 
think  it  necessary  again  to  direct  your  early  attention  to  it  as  a  point 
which  we  feel  to  be  of  the  highest  importance,  both  to  the  health  and 

discipline  of  our  army. 

99.  It  has  been  suggested  to  us  that  alterations  might  be  made  in 
the  present  mode  of  cloathing  the  European  soldiers,  which  would  con¬ 
duce  much  to  their  convenience  and  health  without  being  productive  of 
any  increased  expense  to  the  Company.  We  direct  you  therefore^  to  take 
this  subject  under  your  consideration,  and  having  obtained  such  informa¬ 
tion  as  shall  be  necessary  to  transmit  us  your  sentiments  thereon. 
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100.  Another  great  object  of  military  arrangement  which  remains 
to  be  finally  settled  is  the  prevention  of  those  jealousies  and  disputes 
which  have  arisen  between  His  Majesty’s  troops  serving  in  India  and  our 
servants  both  in  the  civil  and  military  lines.  This  matter  is  now  under 
our  serious  consideration.  It  is  a  subject  of  much  delicacy  in  the 
different  points  which  are  involved  in  it,  but  we  entertain  the  strongest 
hopes  of  being  able  to  bring  it  to  such  a  conclusion  as  may  be  satisfactory 
to  all  who  are  concerned  in  it  and  beneficial  to  the  national  interests. 

We  are. 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

W.  Devaynes  /  Nathl.  Smith  /  L. 
Sulivan/J.  Manship/Jn.  Townson/ 
John  Roberts  /  Tho.  Cheap  /  Thos. 
Parry  /  Thos.  Fitzhugh  /  Chas.  Mills/ 
London,  Jas.  Moffat /George  Cuming/ Paul  Le 

the  2 ist  September  1785.  Mesurier/Hugh  Inglis/F.  Baring. 

Company’s  Separate  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 
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LETTER  DATED  22  DECEMBER  1785 

The  commanders  of  Company's  skips  required  to  sign  a  bond — con¬ 
tract  for  Madeira  wine — sword  presented  to  Colonel  Cat  heart  for  distin¬ 
guished  gallantry  at  Cuddalore . 

n  UR  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort  William  in  Bengal. 


1.  We  wrote  to  you  overland  on  the  15th  September  last,  and  by 
the  ship  Earl  Talbot,  via  Fort  St.  George,  under  date  the  5}  1st  of.  the  same 
month. 


2.  We  have  since  received  the  following  advices  from  your  Presi¬ 
dency  viz.. 

General  Letters  dated  26th  February  and  1st  March  1785. 

Secret  Letter  dated  2nd  March  1785. 

Letter  in  the  Secret  Department  of  Inspection  dated  the  same  day. 
Letters  from  the  Board  of  Trade  dated  18th,  2,2nd  and  25th 
February  1785. 

General  Letters  dated  23rd  March  and  28th  April  1785. 

Abstract  of  the  Secret  Letter  dated  25th  March,  and 
Secret  Letters  dated  29th  April  and  16th  May  1785. 
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Letters  in  the  Secret  Department  of  Inspection  dated  55th  March  and 
59th  April  1785. 

Revenue  Letter  dated  53rd  March  1785. 

3.  And  we  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  giving  our  orders  and 
directions  on  such  parts  thereof  as  may  appear  to  demand  our  attention. 

Public  Department 

4.  We  were  very  much  surprized  to  hear  from  our  President  and 
Council  at  Bombay  that,  notwithstanding  our  repeated  orders,  the  most 
exorbitant  sums  have  been  constantly  demanded  by  the  commanders  of 
our  freighted  ships  for  the  passage  of  persons  to  India,  In  order  therefore 
to  put  a  stop  to  such  unwarrantable  exactions  we  have  caused  a  new 
bond  to  be  prepared,  which  will  be  executed  by  all  the  commanders  pre¬ 
vious  to  their  departure  from  England  (copies  are  enclosed  for  your  infor¬ 
mation),  and  we  strictly  enjoin  you  to  make  a  particular  enquiry  whether 
any  sums  have  been  paid,  other  than  allowed  by  the  said  bond  for  the 
passage  and  accommodation  of  persons  at  the  commander’s  table,  stating 
the  matter  fully  to  us  and  taking  depositions  if  necessary,  that,  upon  the 
return  of  the  ships  to  Europe,  we  may  take  proper  notice  of  such  comman¬ 
ders  as  may  not  pay  implicit  obedience  to  our  regulations  or  answer  the 
penalty  of  the  bond  which  they  have  entered  into  with  the  Company. 

5.  Being  satisfied  with  the  abilities  of  Mr.  John  Hettson,  who  was 
formerly  a  pilot  in  our  service  at  your  Presidency,  we  have  permitted  him 
to  return  to  Bengal,  and  direct  that  upon  his  arrival  he  be  appointed 
the  youngest  pilot  in  our  marine  service  on  your  establishment. 

6.  The  following  persons  have  obtained  our  license  to  proceed  to 
India  as  free  mariners,  viz.,  Thomas  Wigh'tman,  Robert  Hewitt,  James 
Bremer,  Stephen  Newton,  William  Keir,  Reuben  Johnson,  Joseph  Ord. 

7.  Mr.  Alexander  Williamson,  an  assistant  surgeon  on  your  estab¬ 
lishment,  who  came  to  England  with  your  permission  as  surgeon  of  the 
ship  Southampton  has  our  leave  to  return  to  his  station. 

8.  We  have  permitted  Messrs.  John  Thomas  Atkinson  and  John 
Richardson  to  proceed  to  Bengal  to  practise  as  barristers  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature. 

9.  In  our  letter  of  the  27th  January  last,  we  advised  you  that  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Schultz  had  signified  to  us  that  he  was  desirous  of  return¬ 
ing  from  Bengal,  and  at  their  request  we  directed  that  he  be  accommo¬ 
dated  with  a  passage  to  Europe  on  board  one  of  the  Company’s  ships, 
but  it  since  appearing  that  Mr.  Schultz’s  desire  was  to  proceed  to  Bengal 
to  settle  his  affairs,  and  he  having  requested  our  permission  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  we  have  granted  him  leave  accordingly. 

10.  Mr.  John  Smith  has  our  leave  to  proceed  to  Bengal  and  remain 
there  three  years  to  settle  his  affairs. 
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11.  Mr.  George  Carter  and  Mrs.  Diana  Hill,  portrait  painters,  have 
our  leave  to  proceed  to  India  to  practise  in  their  profession. 

12.  In  our  letter  of  the  11th  April  last,  we  acquainted  you  that  we 
had  permitted  Mr.  David  Brown  and  his  wife  to  proceed  to  Bengal  to 
superintend  the  education  of  the  orphans  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  on 
your  establishment,  and  having  advanced  Mr.  Brown  £315  for  the  passage 
of  himself  and  his  wife  we  transmit  the  bond  given  by  him  and  Major 
Archibald  Mitchell  for  the  repayment  of  that  sum  into  our  treasury 
within  sixty  days  after  his  arrival  in  Bengal,  in  order  that  the  amount 
may  be  recovered  agreeable  to  the  tenor  thereof.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown 
proceeded  on  a  Danish  ship. 

13.  Our  Council  of  Supracargos  at  Canton  for  managing  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  concerns  in  China  this  season  consists  of  the  following  gentlemen, 
viz.,  Mr.  William  Henry  Pigou,  Abraham  Roebuck,  Henry  Browne,  John 
Harrison,  George  Cuming,  Alexander  Bruce,  Charles  Edward  Pigou,  Henry 
Lane,  David  Lance,  Thomas  Freeman,  Thomas  Kuyck  Van  Mierop, 
William  Fitzhugh,  Richard  Hall,  Samuel  Peach,  Hugh  Parkin. 

Military  Department 

14.  We  have  permitted  the  following  military  officers  to  return  to 
their  rank  on  our  establishment  at  your  Presidency,  viz..  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Robert  Stewart,  Captain  John  Hilliard,  [  and  ]  Lieutenant  Robert  Kennan. 

15.  On  the  19th  November  1784,  we  came  to  the  following  unani¬ 
mous  resolution,  viz.,  “That  this  Court  do  request  of  Colonel  Cathcart  that 
he  will  accept  from  the  East  India  Company  a  sword  of  the  value  of  one 
hundred  guineas  in  testimony  of  his  gallant  and  distinguished  behaviour 
in  storming  the  French  redoubt  near  Cuddalore  on  the  13th  June  1783.” 

16.  Colonel  Cathcart  having  sailed  for  India  before  a  sword  we  had 
ordered  to  be  made  in  consequence  of  the  above  resolution  could  be 
presented  to  him  we  have  sent  it  to  Fort  St.  George  under  the  care  of 
Captain  Pierce  of  the  ship  Halsewell ,  and  having  given  directions  to  the 
President  and  Council  of  that  settlement  to  forward  it  to  you  in  case 
Colonel  Cathcart  should  be  in  Bengal,  in  order  that  you  may  present  the 
same  to  him  in  our  name. 

17.  By  the  accounts  lately  received  from  Fort  St.  George  we  observe 
that  the  full  allowance  for  passage  money  had  been  paid  to  Lieutenant 
Scott  of  His  Majesty’s  98th  Regiment  for  whose  passage  Captain  Price  of 
the  Ceres  had  been  paid  by  us.  In  consequence  of  our  ignorance  of 
this  circumstance  the  expense  of  Lieutenant  Scott’s  passage  has  been  twice 
defrayed  by  the  Company.  Therefore  in  order  to  prevent  the  like  in  future 
we  strictly  enjoin  you  not  to  grant  any  order  to  the  commanders  of  the 
Company’s  ships  to  carry  any  King’s  officer  to  Europe  to  be  paid  by  us 
for  their  passage  until  every  enquiry  has  been  made  whether  any  sums  have 
been  paid  them  at  any  of  our  settlements  on  that  account. 
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18.  We  shall  send  1500  recruits  for  the  service  of  your  Presidency 
by  the  ships  of  this  season. 

Commercial  Department 

19.  The  names  of  the  ships  taken  up  for  India  and  China  for  the 
ensuing  season  are  as  follows,  viz., 


Ships 

Tons 

Commanders 

Sulivan 

755 

Captain  Robert 

Pouncey 

1 

Madeira  Coast 

General  Goddard  ... 

755 

Thomas  Foxall 

y 

1 

and  China 

Fort  William 

755 

George  Simson 

I 

j 

Foulis 

755 

George  Blachford 

1 

Valentine 

755 

Thomas  Wall 

London 

758 

John  Eastabrooke 

Ponsborne  ... 

758 

James  Thomas 

Contractor 

758 

William  Mackintosh 

Coast  and 

Middlesex  . 

755 

John  Rogers 

1 

China 

Europa 

755 

Augustus  Joseph 

Applegath 

Worcester  ... 

755 

Captain  John  Hall 

V  ansi  t  tart 

758 

Richard  Lewin 

L 

junior  j 

Earl  of  Mansfield 

758 

Brodie  Hepworth 

Bencoolen  and 

China 

York 

758 

William  Huddart 

St,  Helena  and 

China 

Neptune 

758 

George  Scott 

Stormont 

7*3 

George  Curtis 

Bridgewater 

755 

William  Parker 

Pitt 

755 

George  Cowper 

Lord  North 

758 

John  Bartlett 

Southampton 

758 

William  Hall 

"China 

Earl  Cornwallis 

755 

Thomas  Hodgson 

Pigot 

758 

Geo.  Ballantyne 

Royal  Charlotte  ... 

758 

Josiah  Pryce 

Royal  Bishop 

720 

William  Mears 

Kent 

755 

Captain  Richard 

St.  Helena  and 

Hatdinge 

Bencoolen 

Walpole 

758 

Henry  Churchill 

1 

)  Madeira,  Coast 

Manship 

755 

Charles  Gregorie 

1 

M 

)  and  Bay 

Phoenix 

755 

James  Rattray 

* 

Halsewell  . 

758 

Richard  Pierce 

Ganges 

758 

James  Williamson 

Berrington 

755 

Thomas  Ley 

-  Coast  and  Bay 

Hillsborough 

755 

William  Haxdcastle 

William  Pitt 

755 

Charles  Mitchell 

1 

» 

1 

Earl  of  .Oxford 

758 

John  White  junior 

J 
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Ships 

Tons 

Commanders 

Queen 

■  755 

Peter  Douglas 

Madeira, 

Bombay  and 
Bengal 

Rockingham 

•  ••  755 

John  Atkinson 

Blan shard 

1 

1 

Besborough 

• 

• 

• 

00 

-a 

0 

Alexander 

Montgomerie 

h  Bombay 

l 

J 

50.  All  the  above  ships  are  taken  up  at  £26  per  ton  freight  to  China 
direct;  at  £57  per  ton  to  St.  Helena  and  China,  Bencoolen  and  China, 
and  Coast  and  China;  at  £58  per  ton  to  Bombay;  and  at  £59  per  ton  to 
Coast  and  Bay.  In  all  other  respects  they  are  entertained  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  ships  of  last  season  as  will  appear  by  reference  to  their 
respective  charterparties. 

51.  The  consignments  to  our  several  settlements  in  India  and  China, 
this  season,  will  principally  consist  of  the  following  particulars,  viz.. 

For  Bengal 

Cloth  338  bales,  long  ells  50  bales,  broad  long  ells  40  bales,  tabbi- 
nets  5  boxes,  lead  50  tons,  iron  50  tons,  copper  350  tons. 

For  Fort  St.  George 

Cloth  455  bales,  long  ells  10  bales,  tabbinets  2  boxes,  lead  50  tons, 
iron  50  tons,  copper  500  tons. 

For  Bombay 

Cloth  508  bales,  long  ells  90  bales,  broad  long  ells  20  bales,  tabbinets 
2  boxes,  lead  50  tons,  iron  50  tons,  steel  30  tons,  copper  570  tons. 

For  the  Bussora  market 

Cloth  77  bales,  long  ells  150  bales. 

For  Fort  Marlborough 

English  beef  40  hogsheads,  59  tierces  of  Irish  pork,  flour  10*  tons,  iron 
10  tons,  and  500  musquets. 

For  China 

Cloth  1500  bales,  long  ells  3000  bales,  camblets  17  bales,  tabbinets  2 
boxes,  lead  5040  tons. 

22.  We  have  contracted  with  Mr.  John  Kingston  on  behalf  of  Messrs. 
Ahmuty  and  Company,  for  180  pipes  of  the  best  Madeira  wine,  (ordered 
very  near  two  years  ago  for  the  Bengal  market)  at  £57  per  pipe  clear  on 
board,  the  pipes  to  be  of  the  best  Hamburgh  staves  and  to  contain  115 
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gallons  each,  also  with  Messrs.  Paul  Amsinck  and  Son,  on  behalf  of  Messrs 
Allen  and  Company,  for  326  pipes  of  the  best  Madeira  wine  at  £26  per 

pipe,  of  the  same  materials  and  gauge  for  our  different  settlements  in 
India  and  China. 

23.  The  persons  with  whom  we  have  made  these  contracts  have 
entered  into  an  agreement  that  if  on  the  arrival  of  the  wine  in  India  the 
quality  should  not  appear  as  described,  or  has  usually  been  sent  on  the 
Company’s  account,  the  wine  shall  be  sold  by  auction  for  account  of  the 
contractor,  who  is  to  receive  the  profits  that  may  arise  thereon  and  who 
on  the  other  hand  must  make  good  the  loss.  We  therefore  direct  that 
on  the  arrival  of  the  wine  at  your  Presidency  you  do  cause  a  strict  exami¬ 
nation  to  be  made  of  its  quality,  and  in  case  it  should  prove  inferior  to 
what  you  have  usually  received  our  orders  are  that  you  cause  it  to  be 
sold  in  the  manner  above  directed  and  that  you  do  not  fail  to  transmit 
us  a  particular  account  of  your  proceedings. 

24.  A  copy  of  the  contract  will  be  sent  when  it  has  been  executed 
by  the  parties. 

25.  Of  the  500  pipes  of  Modeira  wine  to  be  sent  to  India,  this 
season,  350  pipes  are  for  the  service  of  your  Presidency,  and  will  be  con¬ 
signed  to  you  by  the  undermentioned  houses  on  the  following  ships,  viz.. 

By  Messrs.  Allen  and  Company  71  pipes  on  the  Manship  and  125 
pipes  on  the  Walpole ,  and  by  Messrs.  Ahmuty  and  Company  54  pipes 
on  the  Manship.  And  Messrs.  Ahmuty  and  Company  will  also  put 
2  pipes  on  each  of  the  ships  Sulivan,  General  Goddard  and  Fort 
William  for  our  supracargos  at  Canton. 

We  are, 

Your  affectionate  friends, 

W.  Devaynes  /  Nathl.  Smith  /  Jn. 
Townsen  /  Jacob  Bosanquet  /  Chas. 
Mills  /  Samuel  Smith  junior  /  Hugh 
Inglis  /  Jas.  Moffat  /  E.  Boehm  / 
George  Cuming  /  Thos.  Parry  /  Jno. 
Michie  /  Paul  Le  Mesurier  /  John 
Roberts/Thos.  Cheap. 


London, 

the  22nd  December,  1785. 


Company’s  General  Letter  to  Bengal. 

No.  1. 

No.  9, 


LETTER  FROM  COURT 


ENCLOSURE 
( Vide  paragraph  4) 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I  of  London,  Mariner,  am  heh 
and  firmly  bound  to  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  ol  England 
trading  to  the  East  Indies,  in  one  thousand  pounds  of  lawful  money  o 
Great  Britain,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  United  Company  or  their  certaii 
attorney  or  assigns,  for  which  payment,  well  and  truly  to  be  made, 
bind  myself,  my  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  firmly  by  thes 
presents,  sealed  with  my  seal,  dated  the  day  of  ,  in  the 

year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  Lord  George  the  Third,  by  the  Grac 
of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith 
etc.,  and  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord. 

Whereas  the  said  United  Company  hath  lately  taken  the  shi] 

is  master  or  commander,  into  the  service  of  the  sak 
United  Company,  upon  freight,  to  perform  a  voyage  to  the  East 
Indies  and  back  to  England,  and  in  the  said  ship’s  voyage  it  i 
likely  that  one  or  more  passenger  or  passengers,  in  the  station; 
hereinafter  mentioned,  may  go  on  board  the  said  ship  to  the  East 
Indies,  and  return  from  thence  to  Great  Britain  or'  Ireland.  Ant 
whereas  by  a  resolution  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  saic 
United  Company,  made  the  first  day  of  December,  1775,  it  wa: 
resolved,  among  other  things,  that  the  commanders  of  the  said  Company’- 
freighted  ships  should  be  permitted  to  receive,  but  upon  no  considera 
tion  to  demand,  a  larger  sum  for  the  passage  and  accominodation  oi 
persons  to  India,  in  the  stations  hereinafter  mentioned,  than  hereinaftei 
is  expressed;  that  is  to  say,  for  a  general  officer  two  hundred  pounds;  foi 
a  gentleman  of  Council  or  colonel  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds;  for  a 
lieutenant  colonel  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds;  for  every  senior 
merchant,  junior  merchant,  or  major  one  hundred  pounds.  And  whereai 
by  another  resolution  of  the  said  Court  of  Directors,  made  the  17th 
day  of  December,  1778,  the  commanders  of  the  said  Company’s  freighted 
ships  were  to  be  allowed  to  receive  the  following  allowances  for  the 
passage  and  accommodation  of  persons  to  India,  in  the  stations  herein* 
after  mentioned,  that  is  to  say,  for  factors  and  captains  each  one  hundred 
pounds;  for  writers,  lieutenants,  and  ensigns  eighty  pounds  each;  and  for 
every  cadet,  entertained  at  the  commander’s  table,  by  the  commander’s 
consent,  or  the  Company’s  orders,  sixty  pounds;  and  by  the  said  last  reso¬ 
lution  every  commander,  from  thenceforth,  was  absolutely  restrained  from 
demanding  or  taking,  by  any  ways  or  means,  directly  or  indirectly,  ■  either 
in  England  or  in  India,  from  any  writer>  lieutenant,  ensign  or  cadet,  any 
greater  sum  or  sums  of  money  or  other  gratuity  or  satisfaction,  for  the 
passage  ahd  accommodation  of  such  respective  persons  than  the  respec¬ 
tive  sums  allowed  by  that  resolution.  And,  in  case  any  commander  of 
any  freighted  ship  should,  by  any  ways  or  means,  directly  or  indirectly, 
take  any  further  or  other  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  other  gratuity  or 

satisfaction,  for^  the  passage  of  any  such  person  than  what  were  allowed 
by  that  resolution,  such  commander  shnnM  fnriAiV  ^a 
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Company,  for  the  use  of  Poplar  Hospital,  treble  the  sum  so  taken  beyond 
:he  sums  before-mentioned,  and  for  securing  the  same  was  to  give  bond  to 
the  said  Company.  And  whereas  by  another  resolution  of  the  said 
^ourt  of  Directors  of  the  said  United  Company,  made  the  nineteenth  day 
>f  October,  1785,  it  was  resolved  that  the  commanders  of  ships,  in  the 
laid  United  Company’s  service,  [should]  be  restrained  from  demanding  of 
jersons  accommodated  at  their  tables,  in  the  [passage]  from  India,  other 
rums  than  what  they  are  allowed  to  take  by  orders  of  Court  %f  the  first 
December,  1775,  and  the  17th  December,  1778.  Now  the  condition 
>f  the  above-written  obligation  is  such  that  if  the  above-bounden 

do  or  shall,  by  any  ways  or  means  whatsoever,  directly 
jr  indirectly,  either  in  England  or  in  India,  demand  from  any  general 
officer,  gentleman  of  council,  colonel,  lieutenant  colonel,  senior  merchant, 
junior  merchant,  major,  factor  and  captain;  or  demand  or  take  from  any 
writer,  lieutenant,  ensign  or  cadet,  any  greater  sum  or  sums  of  money, 
)r  other  gratuity  or  satisfaction,  for  the  passage  and  accommodation  of 
;uch  respective  persons  in  their  or  his  voyage  out  to  or  back  from  India, 
>n  board  of  the  said  ship,  than  the  respective  sums  hereinafter  mentioned, 
hat  is  to  say  for  every  general  officer,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds; 
or  every  gentleman  of  council,  or  a  colonel,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
tnd  fifty  pounds;  for  every  lieutenant-colonel,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
tnd  twenty  pounds;  for  every  senior  merchant,  junior  merchant, 
)r  major  or  captain,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds;  for  every  writer, 
ieutenant  and  ensign,  the  sum  of  eighty  pounds;  and  for  every  cadet  enter- 
ained  at  the  commander’s  table,  by  the  commander’s  consent  or  the  com- 
>any’s  orders,  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds,  and,  if  in  such  case  the  above- 
jounden  ,  his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators  do  and  shall 

>ay  to  the  United  Company  or  their  treasurer,  upon  demand,  to  be  applied 
>y  the  said  Company  for  the  use  of  Poplar  Hospital,  treble  the  sum  so 
aken  beyond  the  respective  sums  hereinbefore  mentioned;  then  the 
ibove-written  obligation  shall  be  void  and  of  none  effect,  but  otherwise 
hall  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  (being  first  duly  stamped) 
in  the  presence  of — 

Captain  to  the  East-India  Company 

\. 

Bond  to  pay  forfeit  to  Poplar  Hospital  for  taking 
more  than  allowed  by  the  Company  for  the  passage 

of  persons  to  or  from  India. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 
Honourable  Sirs' 

Your  most  faithful,  bumble  servants 

I 


Fort  William. 


♦ 


X 


LETTER  DATED  9  FEBRUARY  1782 

Movement  of  ships — French  privateers — concessions  to  commanders 
f  ships — military  stores  sent  to  the  Carnatic — Dutch  prisoners  at  Chinsura 
?  be  transported  to  Europe — storage  and  disposal  of  the  ordnance  and 
westment  taken  from  the  Dutch — prize  money  in  respect  of  Rohilla 
%mpaign — unjust  treatment  of  Captain  Ogilvie . 

* 

PUBLIC  DEPARTMENT 


L  O  the  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Hon’ble  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

[on’ble  Sirs, 

1,  Since  the  dispatch  of  our  last  letter  to  you  by  the  Swallow,  under 
ate  the  29th  of  December  1781,  we  have  laden  the  Grosvenor  with  rice 
>r  Fort  St.  George  when[ce]  she  will  receive  a  cargo  for  England.  The 
lips  Dartmouth  and  Resolution  have  also  arrived  here  from  that  place 
nd  the  former  is  now  returned  with  a  cargo  agreeable  to  the  enclosed 
tvoice,  amounting  to  current  rupees  15,12,800. 


2.  It  was  our  intention  that  the  Resolution  should  proceed  in 
impany  with  the  Dartmouth  to  join  the  homeward  bound  fleet  at  Fort 

St.  George  that  they  might  all  sail  together  from  that 
*8th  January.  place,  but  as  the  season  is  advanced  and  the  Resolution 
:quires  some  repairs  before  she  can  be  ready  for  so  long  a  voyage  we 
id  not  think  proper  to  detain  the  Dartmouth  any  longer  on  her  account. 


3.  Having  received  information  that  some  French  privateers  were 
uizing  in  the  Bay,  we  thought  it  necessary,  both  for  the  security  of 

the  Company’s  property  and  the  protection  of  the 
i4t  Januaiy.  rice  trade  to  Madrass,  to  dispatch  the  Dartmouth  in 

impany  with  the  Yarmouth  (a  ship  belonging  to  the  Company  which 
e  had  armed  for  the  convoy  of  the  opium  ship  to  China)  and  such 
:her  vessels  as  we  were  sending  with  stores  to  Madrass. 


4.  The  Yarmouth  is  thence  to  proceed  to  join  the  Betsey  at  Rhio, 

:  which  place  we  have  accounts  of  her  safe  arrival,  and  to  afford  her 
isistance  in  transporting  the  goods  which  will  be  received  in  barter  for 
ie  opium,  as  well  as  to  give  her  protection  during  the  remainder  of 
ir  voyage  to  Canton. 

5.  We  have  just  received  accounts  from  Canton  of  the  arrival  of 
te  Duke  of  Portland ,  Contractor ,  Ponsborne ,  Royal  Charlotte  and 
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Rodney  packet  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  and  that  the  supercargoes 
were  preparing  goods  for  the  cargoes  of  16  ships  which  they  expected 
to  dispatch  in  the  course  of  this  season,  but  we  apprehend  that  they 
will  be  disappointed  of  this  number  by  the  late  arrival  on  the  Coast 
and  detention  of  6  of  the  China  ships  which  sailed  from  England  in 
Commodore  Johnstone’s  fleet1,  and  as  we  have  many  more  goods  in  the 
warehouse  here  than  it  will  be  possible  to  procure  tonnage  for  in  the 
course  of  this  year  we  shall  probably  find  it  necessary  to  alter  the  destina¬ 
tion  of  some  of  these  ships  and  return  them  direct  to  Europe  from  hence 
instead  of  sending  them  to  China. 


6.  At  the  particular  solicitation  of  Captain  Poynting  who  commands 
the  Resolution  we  have  agreed  to  extend  the  same  favor  to  him  and 

28th  January  his  officers  wilich  had  been  granted  to  other  captains 

of  that  year’s  shipping  in  the  article  of  certificates, 
and  have  accordingly  authorized  double  the  amount  of  the  usual  privilege 
to  be  received  from  him;  his  pretensions  from  the  particular  services  ren¬ 
dered  by  his  ship  since  her  first  arrival  in  India  recommend  him  strongly 
for  that  indulgence. 


7*  Having  altered  the  destination  of  the  Nancy  which  vessel  has 
now  been  coppered  and  rendered  fit  for  a  Europe  packet  we  propose  to 
dispatch  her  immediately  to  England  with  the  complete  narrative  of  the 
Governor  General’s  proceedings,  which  we  expected  to  send  by  our  last 
but  it  did  not  come  down  in  time. 


8.  We  have  in  consequence  allowed  Captain  Hiffernan,  the  com¬ 
mander  of  this  vessel,  to  pay  into  the  treasury  the  usual  sum  allowed  to  the 

captains  of  packets  for  certificates  redeemable  in 
England  in  order  to  defray  his  expences  while  there, 
and  have  advanced  him  4000  sicca  rupees  for  the  charges  of  the  vessel 
on  the  way  home,  of  which  he'  will  give  you  an  account. 


24th  January. 


9.  Captain  William  McIntosh  who  was  appointed  to  the  command 

24th  January  °?  t^ie  lively  packet-  at  Fort  St.  George  on  the  resigna¬ 

tion  of  Captain  Forrest  has  likewise  been  allowed  the 
usual  privilege  of  certificates  for  money  paid  into  the  treasury  here. 

to.  We  have  just  received  advice  from  Madrass  of  the  arrival  of 
the  Swallow  packet  which  sailed  from  hence  at  the  beginning  of  last 

2nd  Tanuary.  month.  By  her  we  consigned  to  the  President  and 

Council  at  Fort  St.  George  1  lack  of  rupees  in  specie, 
and  by  the  present  dispatch  we  make  a  further  remittance  to  them  in 

specie  of  six  lacs  divided  equally  on  the  Dartmouth ,  Yarmouth  and 
Resolution . 


11.  We  have  also  laden  on  board  the  Yarmouth  and  other  .vessels 

2nd  January.  bound  to  Madrass  a  quantity  of  military  stores  for  the 

use  of  the  army  in  the  Garnatic,  and  shall  riot  relax 
our  endeavors  to  afford  every  possible  assistance  to  that  Presidency 
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during  the  continuance  of  the  distresses  which  have  been  brought  upon 
them  by  the  destructive  contest  with  Hyder  Ally. 


12.  Understanding  by  accounts  from  Ganjam  that  a  French  priva¬ 
teer  had  burnt  and  destroyed  a  large  number  of  country  craft,  laden 
with  grain  for  the  settlement  of  Fort  St.  George,  in  the  Bay  of  Coringa 

we  thought  it  advisable  to  authorize  a  gentleman  then 
14th  January.  on  the  point  of  sailing  with  some  vessels  laden  with 

rice,  on  the  Company’s  account,  to  agree  to  any  moderate  terms  of 
ransom  that  the  enemy  might  demand  in  case  of  his  falling  into  their 
hands,  stipulating  at  the  same  time  against  the  chance  of  recapture  in  his 
way  to  Madrass;  and^we  allowed  him  upon  obtaining  sufficient  vouchers 
of  the  fact  to  draw  upon  us  for  the  amount. 


13.  We  had  the  satisfaction  to  hear  soon  after  that  the  privateer 
quitted  her  station  upon  a  rumour  of  the  approach  of  the  Chaser  frigate 
which  arrived  at  Coringa  shortly  after  her  departure,  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  we  receive  a  report  from  Madras  dated  [ . . .  ]  January  of  the 
safe  arrival  of  all  the  grain  vessels  laden  by  the  Company  which  were 
expected  to  that  time. 

14.  Having  ordered  the  usual  supply  of  stores  for  the  island  of 
St.  Helena  to  be  laden  on  board  the  Dartmouth ,  Captain  Thomson  made 
objections  to  agents  against  receiving  any  more  than  the  quantity  stipu¬ 
lated  by  charierparty,  which  allows  us  to  ship  only  five  tons  without 
an  acknowledgement  entitling  his  owners  to  full  freight  for  any  excess. 
As  it  is  of  great  consequence  to  furnish  the  island  of  St.  Helena  with 
the  necessaries  they  require,  and  as  your  orders  for  the  quantity  of  stores 
to  be  laden  on  each  ship  are  particular  and  positive,  we  shall  comply 
with  them  in  every  instance  as  far  as  we  can  and  leave  it  to  you  to 
settle  the  difference  with  the  owners;  but  as  it  has  frequently  happened 
that  the  stores  sent  to  the  ships  have  been  actually  returned  for  want  of 
room  and  the  Company  put  to  the  risk  and  expence  of  sloop-hire  for 
conveying  them  down  the  river  as  well  as  to  a  loss  upon  their  resale 
at  Calcutta,  and  as  the  island  of  St.  Helena  may  suffer  both  disappoint¬ 
ment  and  inconvenience  from  the  want  of  them,  we  recommend  it  to 
you  to  make  such  alteration  in  the  charterparties  as  may  admit  a  suffi¬ 
cient  tonage  for  these  articles  in  future. 

15.  Agreeably  to  the  orders  contained  in  a  letter  which  we  received 
from  your  Secret  Committee  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  Holland 
we  directed  all  the  Dutch  prisoners  at  Chinsura  to  hold^  themselves  in 
readiness  to  be  sent  to  Europe  by  the  ships  of  this  season,  in  consequence 
of  which  we  received  remonstrances  from  many  of  them,  but  particularly 
from  M.  .Ross,  the  late  Director  or  Governor,  in  which  he  urged  the 
necessity  of  his  proceeding  by  the  way  of  Ceylon,  but  we  dM  not  think 
fit  to  comply  with  his  request  in  this  point  and  therefore  insisted  on 
his  obedience  to  our  former  injunctions.  With  respect  to  the  others, 
although  we  judged  it  necessary  to  establish  the  rule  for  them  all  to 
go  by  direct  conveyances  to  Europe,  we  agreed  to  consider  the 
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pretensions  of  such  as  for  want  of  present  means  of  transporting  the  whole 
might  be  permitted  to  remain  till  another  season. 

16.  By  the  information  [of  our]  Commissary  of  stores  whom  we 
sent  up  to  Chinsura  to  make  a  survey  of  the  ordnance  taken  from  the 
Dutch,  that  they  might  be  removed  into  our  own  arsenal,  they  appear  to 
be  of  such  indifferent  quality  as  to  be  thought  not  worth  the  expence  of 
transportation.  We  have  therefore  ordered  that  they  shall  continue  where 
they  are  under  charge  of  the  commissaries. 

17.  An  offer  was  made  a  short  time  ago  to  the  commissaries  to 

purchase  all  the  spices  found  in  the  Dutch  warehouse, 
28th  January.  £or  tjie  sum  c£  ^  lacks  of  rupees.  These  according 

to  a  report  made  to  us  by  the  commissaries  approved  [appeared]  to  be  as 
follows : 


Garldres  [Guilders] 


Cloves  lbs. 

22985  cost 

the  Dutch 

34345 

1 

0 

Nutmegs 

936* 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1-796 

9 

8 

Mace 

256 

»  «  1  •  •  • 

161 

4 

8 

Cinnamon  ... 

1031 

»  «t  • *  • 

1219 

17 

8 

Pepper 

8490 

»  •  •  •  •  • 

1203 

4 

8 

17825 

17 

0  [sic] 

Deduct  1/5 

7565 

0 

0 

Cost— 

-sicca  rupees  . . . 

30260 

0 

0 

18.  We  did  propose  to  have  sent  the  above  spices  to  Europe  as  a 
remittance  if  we  could  have  to  full  [sic]  very  short  of  the  means  of 
transporting  our  own  investment,  and  [as]  they  might  have  decayed  if  we 
attempted  to  keep  them  another  season  we  thought  it  preferable  to 
dispose  of  them  to  the  best  advantage.  The  commissaries  had  consulted 

M.  Ross  upon  the  offer  and  laid  before  us  his  opinion 
28th  January.  ihat  it  was  an  eligible  one  for  the  Company,  being 

much  superior  to  the  usual  rate  at  which  the  spices  had  been  formerly 
retailed  by  the  Dutch,  and  more  than  he  thought  they  were  likely  to  sell 
for  at  public  auction;  we  therefore  agreed  to  accept  and  ordered  them  to 
conclude  the  bargain  accordingly. 


19.  The  I  have  [share]  of  opinion  [opium]  which  had  been  allotted  to 

the  Dutch  was  received  by  the  commissaries  in  course 
2nd  January.  and  we  or(jere<£  to  be  put  to  auction  with  the  Com¬ 

pany’s,  and  have  accordingly  disposed  of  it. 


so.  The  Nonsuch ,  a  new  coppered  vessel  carrying  32  guns,  which 
was  fitted  out  in  Colonel  Watson’s  docks  and  armed  by  him,  having  been 

laden  with  opium  for  the  supply  of  the  China  invest¬ 
ment,  agreeably  to  what  we  advised  in  our  last  letter. 
If  now  under  dispatch  for  Canton.  We  have  granted  letters  of  marque  to 
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olonel  Watson  for  this  ship  and  to  the  captain  and  officers  a  consideration 

February  ^°00  s*cca  rupees  in  lieu  of  privilege  for  the  voyage. 

5  V*  The  particular  instructions  which  we  have  given  res¬ 

ecting  this  vessel  and  the  Betsey  will  be  seen  on  the  fore  of  the 
msultations. 

01.  In  consequence  of  your  last  order  respecting  the  late  Vizier’s 
T  .  donation  to  the  2nd  Brigade  in  lieu  of  prize  money 

sn  Januaiy.  for  the  Rohilla  campaign  we  have  written  to  the  Resi¬ 

st  at  Oude  for  a  particular  state  of  that  demand,  and  wait  for  his  reply. 

22.  Captain  William  Ogilvie,  who  was  dismissed  the  Company's 
rvice  by  sentence  of  a  general  court  martial  while  under  General  Sir  Eyre 

h  Tanuarv  Coote  in  the  Carnatic,  has  applied  to  us  [to  be]  restored 

with  his  rank,  but  as  we  had  received  no  information 
specting  him  from  the  General  by  whom  the  sentence  of  the  court  had 
ien  confirmed,  nor  any  power  to  redress  him  in  the  situation  he  was  in, 
e  allowed  him  to  follow  the  alternative  of  returning  to  England  to  by 
ly]  his  petition  before  your  Hon’ble  Court,  but  we  think  it  incumbent 
}on  us  to  remark,  for  your  information,  that  by  the  proceedings  of  the 
»urt  which  he  laid  before  us  he  appears  to  have'  been  rather  harshly 
eated,  as  the  original  charge  was  not  for  any  heinus  [heinous]  offence 
id  the  crime  in  itself,  if  fully  proved,  too  trivial  in  our  opinion  to 
iserve  so  service  [severe]  a  punishment. 

23.  At  the  particular  recommendation  of  the  Commander  in  Chief 
2  agreed  to  promote  Major  John  McPherson2  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
lonel  previous  to  his  resignation  of  the  Company’s  service  on  the  pen- 
>n.  His  pretensions  after  a  period  of  22  years’  service  in  the  King’s  and 
jmpany’s  troops  in  this  country  without  having  once  been  to  Europe 
id  his  meritorious  conduct  as  an  officer  gave  him  a  good  title  to  this 
dulgence. 

24.  We  have  also  complied  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
ander  in  Chief  in  promoting  Captains  James  Satt  [Scott]  and  Thomas 
*adl[e]y  to  the  rank  of  major,  that  they  might,  in  consequence,  resign 

the  service  and  enjoy  the  pension  allowed  to  invalid 
14  January.  officers  of  that  rank,  but  as  we  conceived  that  the 

ecedent,  however  allowable  in  particular  cases  where  the  extraordinary 
rvices  of  the  officers  added  to  the  particular  circumstances  of  their  situa- 
>n  from  long  standing  in  the  army,  and  the  possession  of  property  which, 
ough  inadequate  to  their  support,  might  preclude  them  from  making 
e  affidavit  required,  were  strong  arguments  for  their  promotion,  yet  we 
ought  it  necessary  to  put  a  stop  to  these  recommendations,  and  accord- 
gly  desired  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  refrain  from  them  in  future. 

► 

25.  We  have  since  had  before  us  the  cases  of  Captain  Richard 

*8th  Tanua  Sturgeon,  an  old  invalid  officer,  who  by  his  standing 

?  January.  jn  the  army  WOuld  have  attained  the  rank  of  major 

d  he  not  been  superceded  on  account  of  his  being  in  that  corps,  and  of 
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Captain  James  Grant,  an  old  officer,  who  had  marked  [marched]  with  and 
served  the  whole  campaign  under  General  Goddard,  had  repeatedly 
distinguished  himself  by  his  gallant  behaviour  against  the  Marattas  and 
actually  acquired  the  illness  by  which  he  was  rendered  unfit  for  further 
service  in  India  from  the  severity  of  the  field  duty  to  which  it  fell  to 
his  lot  to  be  exposed  under  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in  the  Carnatic.  These 
appeared  to  us  to  be  singular  cases  which  demanded  our  commiseration, 
and  without  any  other  recommendation  we  agreed  to  promote  Captains 
Sturgeon  and  Grant  to  the  rank  of  major  that  they  might  retire  upon  it 
with  the  pension. 


56.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Charles  Ironside  having  been  advised  by  the 

surgeons  to  quit  this  climate  and  repair  to  England 
28th  January.  for  benefit  of  his  health  we  have  permitted  him 

to  resign  the  Company’s  service,  and  embark  as  a  passenger  on  board  the 
Dartmouth . 


27.  Mr.  Isaac  Baugh,  one  of  your  covenanted  servants,  has  been 
permitted  to  resign  the  service  in  order  to  return  to  England;  he  took 
his  passage  by  the  Swallow ,  but  his  letter  of  resignation  was  not  received 
till  after  the  date  ot  our  dispatches  by  that  vessel. 

28.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  William  Hosea  acquainting 
us  that  the  concerns  of  his  family  requiring  his  presence  in  England 
he  finds  it  necessary  to  resign  the  service  that  he  may  proceed  thither 
by  the  Grosvenor,  on  which  he  had  engaged  a  passage  for  himself  and 
family  from  Madrass. 

29.  After  a  period  of  17  years’  service  in  several  important  stations 
under  this  Presidency,  we  cannot  deny  Mr.  Hosea  the  justice  of  recom¬ 
mending  him  to  your  favor  for  a  reappointment  to  the  service  in  case 
he  shall  apply  for  it  when  the  business,  which  now  obliged  him  to  go  to 
Europe,  shall  admit  of  his  return  to  his  duty  in  India. 

30.  We  have  likewise  received  a  petition  from  Mr.  John  Stormonth, 
an  old  surgeon  in  your  service,  desiring  permission  to  repair  to  England 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  which  has  been  endangered  from  long 
illness  in  this  country.  We  have  therefore  granted  him  leave  to  resign  the 
service  and  take  his  passage  on  the  Dartmouth . 

’  31.  As  we  think  Mr.  Stormonth  has  strong  pretensions  to  your 
favor  we  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  him  to  be  permitted  to  return 
to  Bengal  with  his  full  rank  in  the  Company’s  service,  agreeably  to  the 
terms  of  our  representation  respecting  him  in  the  General  Letter  which 
we  wrote  to  you  by  the  Hector ,  dated  May  1777. 

32.  Mr.  Richard  Sumner  has  also  received  our  permission  to  resign 
the  Company’s  service  and  take  passage  to  England  by  the  Dartmouth ; 
as  he  is  an  old  servant  and  has  been  employed  in  stations  of  great  trust 
in  which  he  acquitted  himself  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  superiors,  we 
think  it  a  justice  done  to  him  to  recommend  his  pretensions  to  be 
retired  with  his  rank,  whenever  his  affairs  shall  permit  him  t6  return 

1  1 
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to  India.  Indeed  he  has  reserved  a  claim  to  that  indulgence  in  his 
letter  of  resignation. 

* 

33.  Mr.  John  Petrie  has  obtained  our  permission  to  resign  the 
service  under  the  like  circumstances,  and  having  expressed  his  intention 
of  returning  to  his  duty  on  the  establishment,  as  soon  as  he  can  with 
conveniency,  we  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  he  has  given  general  satis¬ 
faction  in  the  offices  which  he  has  held  under  us.  We  therefore  recommend 
his  claim  to  your  favourable  consideration  when  he  shall  apply  to  you 
to  be  restored. 


34.  Major  J.  W.  Crabb,  finding  it  necessary  to  return  to  Europe  for 
the  benefit  of  his  health,  has  received  leave  from  us  to  resign  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  service  and  take  his  passage  on  the  Lively  packet. 


The  state  of  the  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows: 
Ready  money 

General  Treasury  6,49,223  6  8 

Khalsah  ...  10,382  7  3 


Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury  sicca  rupees 

Khalsah  ...  do.  1,96,014  14  10  5,57,377  4  9 


Mint 

General  Treasury  .  ^33^39  3  10 

Khalsah  ••• 


Unsorted  treasure 
from  Burdwan 
from  Midnapore 
from  Chittagong 


15,902  6  10 
1,62,857  o  0 
1,21,711  o  o 


6,59>6o5  li  11 


5^7,377  4  9 


i,33>639  3  10 


3,00,470  6  10 

valued  at  10  per  cent  better  than  current  rupees  3,30,517  7  0 


Current  rupees  13,51,139  o  0 


The  amount  of  appropriated  sums  as  follows: 

Balance  account  deposits  ...  12,56,495  14  5 

Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 

Mayor’s  Court  ...  1,34,161  13  9 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 

which  the  interest  has  ceased 
by  public  advertisement  ...  45,117  o  8 

Do.  on  account  the  Church 

Wardens  bearing  a  running 
interest  by  orders  of  the 
Court  of  Directors  ...  57,600  o  o 


i4>63*574  12  10 
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The  amount  of  the  new 
New  bonded  debt 
Four  per  cent  remit¬ 
tance  loan  1780 
Do.  do.  1781 

Annuities  ... 


—  1.43-33.951  >  6 

19,26,900 

18,57,600 

-  37^4,5°°  0  0 

...  1,06,730  o  o 


loans  as  follows; 


1,82,25,181  1  [6] 

Diminution  on  the  deposits  from  the 
7th  to  the  8th  February  1782  ...  2,54,314  9  o 


We  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Fort  William,  Hon’ble  sirs, 

the  gth  February  1782.  Your  most  faithful  humble  servants. 
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Cattle  supply  to  Madras — the  Bijaigarh  fort  booty — Larkins ’  appli¬ 
cation  regarding  his  seniority. 


PUBLIC  DEPARTMENT 


T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  India. 

Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  We  have  written  to  you  so  lately  by  the  Dartmomth  that  little 
remains  to  be  added  to  our  advices  from  this  Department. 

2.  We  now  dispatch  the  Nancy,  Captain  Hiffernan,  with  orders  to 
make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Great  Britain,  and  to  convey  the  packets  to 
you  which  are  under  his  charge  from  the  first  port  he  shall  arrive  at. 

3.  In  a  former  letter  we  acquainted  you  that  we  had  encluded 
^fcomcluded]  a  contract  with  Mr.  Samuel  Touchet  for  supplying  the 
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Presidency  of  Fort  St  George  with  cattle,  but  as  their  pressing  distresses 
for  the  relief  of  which  we  had  entered  into  this  engagement  were 
removed  by  the  distance  of  the  conveying  part  [?]  of  Hyder  Ally’s ’troops 
from  Madrass,  and  the  President  and  Council  informed  or  [usl  that  they 
had  no  present  occasion  for  these  articles,  we  proposed  to  Mr  Touchet 
to  cancel  the  contract  which  he  had  entered  into.  This  he  has  consented 
to  do  on  condition  that  we  will  load  the  vessels  which  he  had  prepared 
for  the  transportation  of  cattle  [with]  grain,  so  that  they  may  sail  before 
the  25th  of  this  month.  We  have  therefore  ordered  such  as  may  be  ready 
by  that  time  to  be  laden  accordingly  and  dispatched. 

4-  Majoi  Thomas  Pradl[e]y ,  having  obtained  the  necessary  certificates 
to  entitle  him  to  the  military  pension,  and  taken  the  oath  of  gratification, 
[qualification],  proceeds  to  England  a  passenger  in  the  Nancy. 

5*  Captain  Robert  Rayne  has  also  resigned  the  service  and  taken 
18th  February.  his  passage  on  the  Nancy. 

6.  We  have  sent  a  number  of  Dutch  prisoners  of  the  lower  class 
on  board  the  Dartmouth  and  the  Nancy,  to  be  transported  to  England; 
lists  of  their  names  will  [ . ] 


7.  By  the  copy  of  a  minute  and  letter  to  Major  Popham,  which 
make  a  number  in  the  packet,  you  will  observe  that  we  have  taken  into 
our  consideration  the  references  made  to  us  by  the  Governor  General 

17th  December.  °n  *e .  subject  of  .the  Company’s  right  to  the  booty 

tound  m.  die  garrison  of  Bejygur,  which  was  imme¬ 
diately  seized  and  divided  by  the  troops  concerned  in  the  reduction  of 

the  place.  We  refer  you  to  those  papers  for  our  determination  on  this 
point. 


8.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Larkins,  our  Accomptant 
General,  soliciting  to  be  replaced  in  his  former  rank  on  the  list  of  Com¬ 
pany’s  servants,  next  below  Mr.  Thomas  Calvert  and  immediately  above 
Mr.,  John  Taylor,  as  the  gentlemen  on  the  list  of  that  season  by  rising 
to  the  rank  of  senior  merchants  will  supercede  Mr.  Larkins,  who  by  your 
express  appointment  was  fixed  to  remain  the  youngest  senior  merchant  on 
this  establishment. 


9.  This  appointment  when  granted  to  Mr.  Larkins  was  intended 
to  give  him  precedence  on  the  list  of  Company’s  servants,  but  as  it  can 
no  longer  be  attended  with  that  effect  it  would  be  an  injury  and  degrada¬ 
tion  to  him  to  continue  it  as  his  assistants  in  time  would  rise  to  a  rank 
above  him.  Mr.  Larkins’  merits  entitle  him  to  every  indulgence  which 
can  be  shewn  him;  we  therefore  venture,  with  confidence,  to  recommend 
his  letter  with  our  minutes  upon  it,  which  make  a  number  in  the  packet, 
to  your  personal  [notice]  and  his  cause  to  your  favourable  consideration. 
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The  state  of  our  treasury  account  this  da\  is  as  follows,  vi/., 

•  » 


Ready  mone\ 

d  * 

General  Treasury 
Khalsah 

Rills  receivable 
Khalsah 

Siccn  rupees  2,31,137  1  j.  10 


5,07,727  10  7 
1.47*754  4  o 

-  6,55,481 14  - 


2,68,119  15  ( 


Mint 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,51,080  10  t 

Unsorted  treasure 

Burdwan  15902  6  10 

Valued  at  10  per  cent  better  than  current  rupees  17492  10  4 


Current  rupees  10,92,175  3  1 


The  amount  of  appropriated  sums  as  follows: 


Balance  account  deposit 
Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 
Mayor’s  Court 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has  ceased 
by  public  advertisement 
Do.  on  account  the  Church  War¬ 
dens  bearing  a  running  interest 
by  order  of  the  Court  of 
Directors 


10,42,273  7 
i,34,i6i  13 


45,117  o 


57,600  o 


3 

9 

8 


o 

-  1s.79.15* 


5 


8 


The  amount  of  the  new  loans  as  follows: 


New  banded  debt 
4  per  cent  remittance  loan  1780 
Do.  do.  1781 

Annuities 


1,43,62,651  1  6 

19,26,900  o  o 
18,57,600  o  o 

-  37,84,500  o  o 

1,06,730  o  o 


1,82,53,881  1  6 


Fort  William, 

14th  February  1782. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Hon’ble  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servants. 
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Banking  houses  of  Gopal  Das  at  Benares  and  the  principal  cities  of 
ihe  Deccan — grain  sent  to  relieve  Madras — Sir  Edward  Hughes'  fleet  io 
move  to  a  southern  station — fi~esh  agreement  with  Pnnsep  regarding 
minting  copper  coins — appointment  of  a  fixed  commandant  for  the  Fort 
William  garrison — General  Siibbert’s  petition  against  Ins  supersession — 
new  policy  regarding  grant  of  additional  ranks. 

PUBLIC  DEPARTMENT 

X  O  the  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Hon’ble  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 


Hon’ble  Sirs,  , 

1.  We  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  duplicate  of  our  last  address 
to  you  by  the  Nancy >  dated  14th  February. 


3.  Having  been  disappointed  in  our  expectation  of  the  return  of 
the  Chapman  from  Fort  St.  George  in  time  to  receive  a  cargo  for  Europe 

this  season,  we  resolved  to  alter  the  destination  of  the 
sbth  February.  Valentine ,  which  was  then  here,  and  to  dispatch  her  to 

England  in  company  with  the  Resolution .  Captain  Lewis,  with  great 
readiness,  undertook  the  voyage  proposed  for  him. 


3.  The  Valentine  being  now  laden  for  England,  according  to  our 
orders,  will  convey  to  you  a  cargo  amounting,  as  per  inclosed  invoice, 
to  current  rupees  15,49,600. 


4.  The  Resolution  not  having  been  repaired  by  the  33rd  ultimo,  the 
time  limited  by  charterparty  for  her  dispatch,  and  the  Board  of  Trade 
informing  us  that  it  was  probable  she  could  not  be  ready  early  enough 

to  accomplish  the  voyage  this  season,  we  judged  It 
25th  March.  necessary,  in  order  to  preclude  any  protest  from  Captain 

Pbynting,  to  declare  her  dismissed  from  the  Company’s  service,  until 
she  should  be  reported  to  us  fit  to  receive  on  board  the  lading  designed 
for  her. 


5.  The  Queen  has  been  again  laden  with  rice  for  the  use  of  the  Presi¬ 
dency  of  Fort  St.  George,  whence  she  will  proceed  on  her  former  voyage 
to  China. 


6.  The  Southampton  was  likewise  ordered  to  be  laden  with  grain 
for  Fort  St.  George,  but  as  it  was  judged  necessary  to  send  her  into 
dock  to  repair  the  damage  which  she  had  sustained  in  the  voyage  out 
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by  running  foul  of  the  Essex  before  she  could  return  to  Europe,  we 

*><srh  F  br  agreed  to  dispatch  her  to  Bombay,  and  took  that 

e  ruary.  opportunity  of  conveying  a  quantity  of  saltpetre, 

required  by  that  Presidency,  which  could  not  otherwise  be  transported 
there  but  at  an  exorbitant  freight. 

i 

7.  The  Fortitude  had  been  laden  with  rice  for  Fort  St.  George 
at  the  same  time  with  the  Queen ,  and  was  ready  to  sail  in  company  with 
,  .  ,  her,  but  the  violence  of  the  weather  discovered  a  leak 

-‘tli  ADril 

*  ’  before  she  quitted  the  river,  which  will  make  it  neces¬ 

sary  to  unload  her. 


8.  The  Active  frigate,  on  which  we  had  laden  6  lacks  of  rupees 

in  specie,  for  the  use  of  the  Presidency  of  Fort 
St.  George,  was  obliged,  through  stress  of  weather,  to 
put  back,  having  sprung  a  leak  which  made  it  dangerous  for  her  to  proceed. 


2 rah  March. 


9.  Out  of  12  lacks  of  rupees  designed  for  that  Presidency,  whereof 
we  informed  you  that  we  had  dispatched  6  lacks  by  the  Dartmouth 
Indiaman,  and  Yarmouth  and  Resolution  country  ships,  in  February 
last,  we  are  only  informed  of  the  receipt  of  %  lacks  by  the  Resolution , 
which  ship  is  since  returned  here  and  has  been  offered  to  convey  a 
further  supply.  The  Dartmouth  and  Yarmouth  were  not  arrived  there 
so  late  as  the  22nd  March. 


10.  Although  the  Presidency  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  continue 
to  draw  upon  us  for  considerable  sums  as  the  only  means  of  discharging 
many  of  the  demands  upon  them,  and  those  who  have  demands  are 
consequently  under  the  necessity  of  receiving  bills,  yet  regular  bills 
of  exchange  for  any  amount  are  not  procurable  from  the  merchants 
and  bankers  here  which  could  serve  as  a  remittance  to  that  Government, 
and  the  Bay  being  at  this  time  infested  by  the  ships  of  the  enemy’s 
fleet,  whose  operations  on  the  Coast  you  will  learn  from  our  Secret 
Letter,  it  is  become  very  hazardous  to  send  specie.  We  have  therefore 
by  the  assistance  of  the  house  of  Gopaul  Doss2,  a  very  considerable 
shroff,  who,  exclusive  of  his  principal  establishment  at  Benares,  has  agents 
fixed  for  the  transaction  of  the  remittance  business  at  most  of  the  capital 
Cities  in  Deccan,  endeavored  to  settle  a  plan  of  remittance  by  bills 
through  the  channels  of  Naugpore  and  Hydrabad  to  Mussulipatam  and 
A  a  even  to  Fort  St.  George,  and  have  hopes  that  in  the 

1S  pn  ‘  course  of  two  months  it  may  be  so  far  effected  as  to 

yield  a  constant  and  ample  supply  to  that  settlement. 


11.  We  have  likewise  taken  means  for  procuring  large  stores  of 
grain  for  the  relief  of  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  by  directing 

the  different  collectors  of  the  grain  districts,  which  have 
fortunately  produced  very  abundant  crops  this  season, 
to  make  purchases  on  the  Company's  account  and  to  send  down  these 
supplies,  at  the  cheapest  rates,  to  Calcutta. 


5th  April. 
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12.  To  the  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  we  have 
written  desiring  them  to  engage  all  the  tonnage  they  can  procure  to 

transport  it,  and  as  a  number  of  transports  belonging 
5th  April.  tQ  Commodore  Alms'  squadron3  are  already  arrived  in 

India,  and  many  more  may  be  expected  in  the  course  of  this  season,  we  have 
no  doubt  of  being  able  to  throw  into  the  garrison  of  Fort  St.  George 
as  large  supplies  of  provisions  as  will  be  required  for  the  support  of 
that  place  and  the  army,  provided,  as  we  have  every  reason  to  suppose 
from  the  result  of  the  late  naval  engagement,  that  our  fleet  is  able  to 
cope  with  that  of  the  enemy  or  at  least  to  divert  it  from  destroying  the 
grain  vessels. 

13.  We  have  received  letters  from  Fort  St.  George  informing  us 
that  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Edward  Hughes4  was  to  sail,  with  the  whole 

fleet  under  his  command,  to  a  southern  station  on  the 
ist  Apiil.  twenty-fourth  ultimo,  and  that  the  Giosvenor  would 

be  dispatched  for  England  to  sail  under  his  convoy  out  of  the  Bay,  but 
that  the  Rockford  had  been  found  too  leaky  to  proceed  with  the  cargo 
which  we  had  laden  upon  her,  and  was  therefore  discharged  from  the 
service  that  she  might  go  round  to  Bombay  to  be  repaired. 

14.  The  Chapman  was  arrived  at  Fort  St.  George  from  Negapatnam 

the  twenty-second  ultimo,  and  her  prize,  the  Due  de 
1st  April.  Toscanne,  hospital  ship  to  the  French  fleet,  is  safely 

brought  into  this  river. 

15.  In  consequence  of  the  representation  of  Captain  Lewis,  that 
he  should  not  be  able  to  secure  his  property  on  board  the  Valentine 

by  insurance  in  England  on  account  of  her  sudden 
4  dispatch  for  that  place,  and  in  compliance  with  his 

request  therefore  that  we  could  increase  the  privilege  which  he  was  allowed 
to  pay  in  money  here  for  certificates  repayable  in  England  we  agreed  to 
receive  from  him  and  his  officers  double  the  stipulated  amount,  for  which 
certificates  will  be  accordingly  granted  to  him. 

16.  Captains  Douglas,  Gregory,  Poynting,  Walker  and  Lennox 
had  other  pleas  for  urging  a  similar  request,  but  not  less  forcible  that 

[than]  the  foregoing;  they  complained  of  the  heavy 
charge  of  interest  to  which  they  would  be  subject  upon 
the  loans  they  had  taken  up  in  England,  by  their  ex¬ 
traordinary  detention  in  India,  and  prayed  to  be  allowed  certificates  which 
they  might  remit  home  to  discharge  those  loans.  The  utility  of  the  services 
which  they  had  rendered  and  the  force  of  their  pretensions  to  this  indul¬ 
gence,  added  to  our  pressing  demand  for  money  to  supply  the  Presidency 
of  Madrass,  induced  us  to  extend  the  privilege  likewise  to  these  ships,  and 
to  grant  them  and  their  officers  leave  to  pay  double  the  usual  amount 
into  our  treasury  for  certificates  to  be  discharged  by  the  Company  in 
England. 


18th  March. 
25th  March. 


'  17.  The  ships  Southampton  and  Resolution  having  lost  their  surgeons 
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we  ordered  assistant  surgeons,  belonging  to  this  establishment,  to  do  duty 
nth  March.  on  board  them  for  the  remainder  of  their  voyages. 

25th  March.  Mr.  A.  Williamson  is  appointed  to  the  Southampton 

and  Mr.  G.  M.  Kenderdine  to  the  Resolution . 


18.  *  At  the  request  of  Captain  Mackenzie,  of  the  Active  frigate,  we 
have  supplied  that  ship  with  100  barrels  of  gunpowder,  for  which  his 

receipt  is  enclosed.  We  have  also  supplied  the 
Valentine  with  140  round  and  50  double  headed  shots 
for  12  pounders,  in  consequence  of  an  application  for 
that  purpose  from  Captain  Lewris. 


25th  February. 
4th  March. 


nth  March. 


19.  Twenty  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  Mr.  Touchet,  which  we 
mentioned  in  our  last,  were  laden  with  rice  by  the  twenty-fifth  February, 

agreeably  to  our  orders,  and  had  dropped  down  the 
river  as  far  as  Fulta;  but  the  southerly  monsoon 
having  set  in  with  uncommon  violence  this  [season],  and  remarkably  early, 
we  did  not  think  it  safe  to  let  them  proceed  and  have,  in  consequence, 
ordered  them  to  be  unladen  and  laid  by  till  the  return  of  the  mild  season. 


20.  By  the  copy  of  our  Secret  Letter  overland,  dated  8th  April, 
which  makes  a  number  in  this  packet,  you  will  observe  a  particular 
state  of  the  investment  provided  for  this  season,  and  now  lying  in 
the  warehouse  of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  want  of  tonnage  to  convey  it 
to  England;  you  will  also  see  the  abstract  of  a  plan  we  have  adopted 
for  supplying  an  investment  for  the  ensuing  year,  a  copy  of  which,  for 
your  fuller  information,  we  enclose.  By  untoward  accidents  we  have 
been  deprived  of  the  services  of  several  ships  which  we  expected  to 
return  to  you  in  the  course  of  this  season.  The  Neptune  sprung  a  leak 
and  was  obliged  to  proceed  to  Bombay  for  repairs,  the  Hinchinbrooke 
never  arrived,  the  Rockford  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  depositing 
her  cargo  at  Madrass,  the  Chapman  is  still  detained  at  that  place  and 
the  Resolution  unable  to  proceed  from  hence;  we  hope  nevertheless  in 
the  course  of  next  season,  reckoning  .upon  the  aid  of  all  these  ships, 
except  the  Hinchinbrooke ,  and  those  which  may  be  expected  from 
Europe,  to  dispatch  to  you  forthwith  cargoes  before  the  end  of  April 
1783. 


21.  You  have  been  informed  of  the  agreement  which  had  been 
entered  into  with  Mr.  John  Prinsep  for  coining  and  establishing  a 
copper  currency  throughout  these  provinces.  The  coin  was  received 
accordingly  at  the  treasury  from  his  mint  and  issued  in  all  payments  made 
from  thence  in  the  proportion  of  one  per  cent;  but  difficulties  occurring 

in  circulating  it  by  this  mode,  we  gave  orders  not  to 
1  e  ruary.  receive  any  more  from  the  mint  than  could  be  actually 
passed  without  coercion  or  constraint.  Mr.  Prinsep  having  worked  up 
a  large  quantity  complained  us  of  the  hardship  of  being  obliged  to 
maintain  his  establishment  of  a  mint,  which  had  been  formed  at  a 

expence,  and  of  being  left  with  a  great  property  in  copper 
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coin  which  remained  dead  upon  his  hands  without  any  return,  and 

offered,  at  the  same  time,  to  effect  the  circulation  of  it 
1st  Apn  .  himself,  upon  commission  of  it  should  be  left  entirely 

to  him;  as  the  plan  which  he  proposed  to  «us  was  the  most  likely  to  succeed 
and  as  the  attainment  of  the  revenue  expected  from  this  object  depended 
entirely  on  its  being  carried  into  effect  we  agreed  to  his  proposal,  and 
have  allowed  him  an  increase  in  his  commission,  equal  to  8  rupees  per 
maund,  so  that  the  Company  are  now  to  pay  Mr.  Prinsep  sixty-eight 
rupees  for  every  ma?und  of  copper  currency  which  he  shall  circulate  at 
eighty  rupees,  under  the  present  checks  and  regulations  established  over 
the  mint,  he  accounting  quarterly  to  Government  for  the  difference 
between  these  two  rates. 


22.  In  consequence  of  an  application  from  some  of  the  persons 
who  had  taken  up  annuities  here  upon  their  lives  and  were  about  to 
depart  for  England  soliciting  that  a  clause  might  be  added  to  the  annuity 
bonds  making  them  payable  in  England,  in  order  to  obviate  the  necessity 
of  leaving  agents  in  this  country  to  receive  and  transmit  to  England  the 

bills  of  exchange  on  the  Company  which  by  the  tenor 
18th  Fe  ruary.  0£  kon(js  they  were  entitled  to,  we  promised  to 

relieve  them  from  this  expence  by  making  it  a  rule  that  the  bills  of  ex¬ 
change,  in  favour  of  such  annuitants  as  were  gone  to  Europe,  should 
regularly  be  delivered  in  triplicate  at  the  Secretary’s  office  here,  and  trans¬ 
mitted  numbers  in  the  packets  of  different  ships  to  the  India  House,  where 
you  will  be  pleased  to  order  them  to  be  delivered  out  accepted  to  the 
parties  themselves  or  to  such  agents  as  they  may  appoint  to  demand 
them,  upon  any  proof  which  you  may  deem  sufficient  of  the  existence 
of  the  principals  at  the  period  of  granting  such  bills.  We  did  not 
think  proper  to  agree  to  the  request  of  the  annuitants  to  make  it  a 
condition  that  the  sums  should  become  payable  to  them  directly  in 
England,  both  because  we  thought  we  could  not  bind  the  Company  by 
such  an  engagement  and  because  it  would  have  anticipated  the  payment 
of  their  claims  by  the  length  of  time  which  the  bills  have  necessarily 
to  run  before  they  become  due. 


4th  March. 


23.  Mr.  Charles  Donaldson,  attorney  for  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Mr.  John  Stuart,  at  their  desire,  has  renewed  his  request  to  us  to  be 

allowed  the  arrears  of  Mr.  Stuart’s  salary  as  Secretary 
and  Judge  Advocate  General,  from  the  period  of  his 
removal  from  those  offices  in  Bengal  till  his  demise  under  the  assurances 
that  it  was  your  intention  to  have  made  him  that  allowance.  As  we  had 
no  authority  from  you  for  complying  with  such  a  claim  we  thought  it 
necessary  to  reject  it,  leaving  the  attorney  at  liberty  to  refer  it  back  to 
his  constituents  or  to  pursue  such  other  means  as  they  might  have 
advised  for  prosecuting  it  with  success. 


24.  In  consequence  of  a  minute  from  the  Governor  General,  stating 
the  irregularities  and  inconveniences  which  he  experienced  in  conducting 
f  the  details  of  the  garrison  for  want  of  [a]  fixt  officer  under  him, 


ty’-'  Jr 


3<>4 


LETTER  TO  COURT 


whose  duty  it  said  [would]  be  to  attend  to  the  order  a'nd  cleanliness  of 

the  place,  and  to  the  due  execution  of  such  points  as 
25th  February.  properly  fell  under  that  station,  we  agreed  to  appoint 

a  fixi  commandant  of  the  garrison,  and  this  place  has  accordingly  been 
given  to  Colonel  Hampton. 

25.  We  beg  leave  to  offer  to  your  favorable  and  attentive  perusal  a 
letter  addressed  to  us  on  the  twenty-third  February,  by  Brigadier  General 

Giles  Stibbert5  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  forces  on 
28th  February.  tkjs  establishment,  representing  the  hardship  which  he, 

as  oldest  Brigadier  General  in  the  Company's  service,  was  exposed  to 
from  a  supercession  by  all  the  officers  of  that  rank  in  His  Majesty's  service 
who,  when  he  was  appointed  a  general  officer,  were  only  colonels  and 
lieutenant  colonels,  and  particularly  instancing  the  cases  of  General 
Stewart  at  Madrass,  his  junior  officer  in  the  Company’s  service,  and  Lord 
McLeod  who  was  again  junior  to  the  latter  in  the  King’s  service. 


26.  We  could  not  but  be  sensible  of  the  justice  of  this  complaint, 
and  being  desirous  of  testifying  our  approbation  of  the  distinguished  zeal 

8th  Februa  and  attent*on  which  General  Stibbert  has  ever  shewn 

2  e  ruary.  jn  executing  the  important  duties  of  his  station  as 

Commander  in  Chief  of  the  forces  under  your  superior  Government,  we 
resolved  to  grant  him  such  redress  as  was  in  our  power,  and  accordingly 
promoted  him  to  the  rank  of  major  general  of  your  forces  without  any 
increase  of  allowances. 


27.  We  beg  leave  to  recommend  it  to  you  to  confirm  this  commission. 
The  General  has  solicited  that  we  would  further  request  your  interces¬ 
sion  to  obtain  from  His  Majesty  a  grant  of  the  same  local  rank  ■  in  his 
service  in  India;  we  cannot  recommend,  but  think  it  sufficient  to  express 
the  General's  wishes  in  this  respect,  and  to  leave  them  to  your  pleasure  to 
be  complied  with;  at  the  same  time  we  beg  leave,  with  all  deference, 
to  submit  to  you  the  propriety  of  distinguishing  the  officers  of  your  Supreme 
Government  in  India  by  such  rank  or  precedence  that  they  may  suffer 
no  degradation  when  upon  service  with  the  officers  of  your  inferior 
Governments.  We  think  the  superiority  of  this  Government  intitles  them 
to  a  preference,  particularly  when  it  is  considered  that  we  have  not  only 
contributed  most  essentially  to  the  wants  of  the  other  Presidencies  in 
supplies  of  every  kind  but  have  furnished  large  detachments  of  troops 
tp  their  assistance,  who,  as  well  as  the  officers  commanding  them,  are 
put  to  additional  charges  and  inconvenience  by  being  on  a  foreign 
service. 


38.  Colonel  John  Tottingham,  having  been  obliged  by  his  ill  state 
>t  health  to  resign  the  Honorable  Company’s  service  and  to  proceed  to 
Jurope  for  his  recovery,  takes  passage  for  himself  and  family  by  this  ship 
tie  Valentine.  V  , 


it  >•  J*  t.j#, 
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ship,  and  is  possessed  of  the  necessary  certificates  for  obtaining  the 
pension. 


30.  Major  Robert  Stewart  has  likewise  been  under  the  necessity  of 
resigning  the  Honorable  Company’s  service  on  account  of  his  health, 
in  order  to  repair  to  Europe  for  a  change  of  climate.  As  he  had  taken 
his  passage  on  this  ship  and  was  apprehensive  when  it  should  be  known 
in  England  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  McPherson,  his  Junior  officer, 

was  promoted  above  him  it  might  cast  a  slur  upon  his  reputation  in 

the  opinion  of  those  to  whom  the  cause  should  not  be  explained,  he 

prayed  to  be  allowed  to  retire  with  the  same  rank  under  the  customary 

reservations  from  [the  service]. 


18  th  March. 


31.  We  agreed  to  gratify  Major  Stewart,  and  accordingly  promoted 
him  with  the  above  reservations.  We  were  also  obliged  to  extend  this 

favor  to  Major  Crabb,  an  officer  of  distinguished  merit, 
and  senior  to  Major  Stewart  and  a  principal  instru¬ 
ment  of  the  successes  obtained  in  the  treasury  of  Benares  under  the 
:ommand  of  Major  Aplin.  He  had  previously  desired  and  obtained  our 
eave  to  resign  the  Company’s  service  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  and 
vas  to  be  a  passenger  in  the  same  ship. 


32.  Although  these  promotions  neither  entitle  the  officers  to  whom 
hey  have  been  granted  increase  of  pay  or  command,  since  their  service 
md  promotion  only  takes  place  on  the  resignation,  they  will,  most  pro- 
>ably,  be  intitled  to  both,  by  regular  succession,  long  before  they  can  return 
ram  Europe,  and  although  it  gives  them  no  advantage  whatsoever  but 
he  mere  nominal  rank  which  is  conferred,  we  have  thought  it  expedient 

to  put  a  stop  10  it  here  by  a  resolution  not  to  confer 
5  Pn  '  additional  rank  in  future  on  any  person  out  of  the 

egular  course  of  rotation,  except  in  favor  of  such  officers  as  have  been 
iisabled,  by  wounds  or  particular  services,  from  the  performance  of 
urther  duty  in  India,  and  being  near  the  head  of  the  list  have  no  other 
iQtive  for  continuing  in  the  country  but  to  rise  to  a  superior  rank,  which 
lay  enable  them  to  retire  upon  the  pension.  We  think  that  the  indul- 
ence  of  immediate  promotion  to  such  officers  is  fully  warranted,  because 
tie  fund  is  not  only  able  to  afford  it  but  it  opens  a  door  for  merit  to  be 
awarded  by  means  which  may  enable  the  parties  to  avail  themselves  of 
benefit,  which  they  must  otherwise  forego  from  the  state  of  their  cir- 
umstances,  and  which  would  only  remain  to  be  enjoyed  by  those  who 
Dme  after  them,  at  a  period  less  productive  of  those  occasions  which 
suld  call  forth  the  merits  of  your  officers  [and]  entitle  them  to  such  a 
scompence. 

33.  In  this  class  is  Lieutenant  James  Moore  who,  from  the  unhealthi- 
ess  of  the  situation  of  Budjygur  during  the  campaign  at  that  place, 

acquired  a  most  dangerous  illness,  and  has  been 
1  t  Marc  .  reduced,  at  an  early  period  of  life  to  quit  the  country 

ithout  any  present  prospect  of  being  able  to  return  to  his  duty.  We  have 
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therefore  granted  hixn  promotion  to  the  rank  of  captain j  that  he  may  < 
the  benefit  of  the  fund. 

34.  Major  Watkin  Thelwall  of  artillery  has  obtained  our  permi 

to  resign  the  Company’s  service  and  embark  on  b 
18th  February.  thjs  ship  for  England;  he  proceeds  for  the  purpo 

adjusting  some  private  affairs  which  require  his  presence. 

35.  Majors  James  Salt  and  James  Lewis  likewise  proceed  by 

tjj  March.  ship,  and  take  with  them  certificates  for  the  pen 

1st  April. 

36.  Mr.  John  Fydell,  one  of  your  covenanted  servant  on 

establishment,  has  obtained  our  leave  to  resigr 
1st  April.  account  of  his  ill  state  of  health  and  to  retur 

England  by  the  Valentine. 

37.  The  service  being  in  great  want  of  assistant  surgeons  we 
appointed  the  following  persons  to  act  in  that  capacity  since  the  fir 
January  last,  viz.,  Hugh  Mahon,  Robert  Anderson,  John  Lamb,  [. 
Morris,  Tames  Grant,  William  Hunter,  John  Shaw,  Patrick  Ivory. 

38.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  part  of  this  letter  the  ship  Resoh 
has  had  her  rudder  properly  hung  and  is  reported  to  us  to  be  in 
state  to  receive  on  board  the  remainder  of  her  cargo;  we  have  then 
received  her  again  into  the  Company’s  service,  and  desired  the  Boar 
Trade  to  complete  her  lading  as  soon  as  possible  that  she  may  ye 
dispatched  to  you  this  season. 


The  state  of  our  treasury  is  as  follows; 


Ready  money 

General  Treasury 
Khalsah 

Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 

Sicca  rupees  17,13,840  11 

Khalsah 

Sicca  rupees  4,04,388  10 


Mint 

General  Treasury 

Khalsah  ...  ...  *  •< 

Unsorted  treasure  valued  at  10 
per  cent  better  than  current  rupees 


*7>19»397  11  * 

2*99*^99  6  5 

- io,i9,o[g]7 


19,88,055  3  2 

4,69,090  13  o 

- -  24,57, 146  < 

2,76,751  8  7 

•  *  » 

- 1  2,76,751  s 


Current  rupees  37,52.994  ic 
*  In  this  sum  is  encluded  the  amount  of  6,00,000  of  rupees  packed  up  for  Mad] 
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The  amount  of  appropriated  bums  as  follows: 


Balance  account  deposits 
Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 
Mavor’s  Court 

j 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has  ceased 
by  public  advertisement 
Do.  on  account  the  wardens 
bearing  a  running  interest 
by  orders  of  the  Court  of 
Directors 


17,17,826  10  5 
1,20,161  13  9 

45,117  o  8 

57,600  o  o 

- 19,40,705  8  10 


The  amount  of  the  new  loans  as  follows: 

New  bonded  debt  ...  ...  1,49,47,251  1  6 

Four  per  cent  remit¬ 
tance  loan  1780  ...  19,26,900 

Do.  do.  1781  ...  18,57,600 

-  37^4,500  o  o 


Annuities  ...  1,06,730  o  o 

- 1 88,38,481  1  6 


The  amount  received  on  account  the  new  loans  this  week: 

New  bonded  debt  ...  ...  1,12,500  o  o 

Fort  William,  [Wc  have  the  honor  to  be  etc.] 

10  April  1782. 
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LETTER  DATED  9  MAY  1782 

Subscriptions  raised  to  provide  investment — penalty  for  secret  trade  in 
cloth — measures  to  relieve  the  distress  of  the  Dutch  at  Chinsura — Bijaigarh 
to  be  a  centre  for  recruiting  sepoys — Colonel  Morgan  to  be  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  detachment  on  the  Malabar  coast — Governor 
General  seeks  permission  to  increase  his  staff — seniority  of  the  sons  of 
Becher. 


PUBLIC  DEPARTMENT 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1.  The  ship  Valentine ,  by  which  our  last  letter  was  addressed  to 
you  under  date  the  10th  ultimo,  sailed  from  the  Barrabulla  after  the  loss 
of  two  anchors  and  cables  on  the  29th  and  left  her  pilot  on  the  1st  of  May. 
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s.  Having  lent  Captain  Lewis  six  brass  12  pounders  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  Valentine  we  enclose  a  copy  of  his  receipt, 
29th  April.  jn  which  he  promises  to  be  accountable  to  you  for  these 

guns  on  his  arrival  in  England. 


3.  The  Southampton ,  which  was  at  the  Barrabulla  at  the  same  time 
with  the  Valentine ,  attempted  also  to  sail  for  Bombay,  but  her  leak 
increased  so  much  from  the  violence  of  the  weather  that  she  was  obliged 
to  return  to  Kedjeree. 


4.  The  Fortitude,  which  had  before  put  back  from  a  similar  cause, 
was  unloaded  at  Kedjeree  to  discover  the  leak,  which  appeared  to  have 
been  occasioned  by  the  graze  of  a  gunshot  received  in  the  action  at  St. 
Iago,  which  had  obliquely  struck  one  of  the  planks  on  the  inside  of  the 
hold.  This  accident  being  repaired  she  is  now  receiving  her  cargo  on 
board  again  for  Madrass. 


5.  We  now  dispatch  to  you  the  Resolution ,  Captain  Thomas  Poynt- 
ing,  with  a  cargo,  agreeable  to  the  enclosed  invoice,  amounting  to  current 
rupees  15,01,100. 

6.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  convoy 

of  the  Sultan  and  Magnanime  at  Fort  St.  George  on  the  3rd  March, 
together  with  the  Hinchinbrooke  which  had  joined  them  at  [ . ]. 


7.  The  Northumberland ,  Captain  Rees,  which  was  one  of  this  convoy, 
having  been  detached  from  the  fleet  to  the  southward  of  Fort  St. 
George,  came  direct  to  Bengal  and  arrived  here  on  the  16th  ultimo.  By 
her  we  have  received  your  commands  of  the  31st  May  1781. 


8.  In  compliance  with  a  pressing  application  from  the  President 
and  Council  at  Fort  Marlborough  we  have  agreed  to  dispatch  the 

Northumberland  immediately  to  that  place  with  stores 
and  grain,  of  which  they  are  much  in  need,  and  to 
afford  them  tonnage  for  transporting  a  part  of  the  Company's  pepper  to 
England,  as  they  inform  us  that  they  had  collected  1600  tons  on  the  57th 
of  last  January,  and  that  the  quantity  would  accumulate  daily. 


29th  April. 


9.  The  Rockford,  which  was  unladen  at  Madrass  to  be  employed  on 
other  service,  and  prevented  on  her  return  from  reshipping  her  cargo 
by  reason  of  a  leak,  has  been  sent  back  to  Bengal,  and  is  lately  arrived 
at  Kedjeree;  her  cargo  will  be  conveyed  to  you  from  Madrass  by  the 
Chapman . 


10.  By  the  Resolution,  Captain  Mercer,  we  have  dispatched  to 

mh  A  ril  *  Fort  ^  George  the  specie  amounting  to  six  lacks  of 

15  pn  ’  current  rupees,  which  had  been  landed  from  the  Active 

frigate,  and  after  the  repair  of  this  vessel  we  propose  to  send  a  further 
supply  of  six  lacks  bv  her. 
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11.  The  Dartmouth J  Yarmouth ,  Indus  and  Intelligence ,  which  we 
dispatched  to  Madrass  early  in  February,  and  from  the  length  of  their 
passage  were  under  some  apprehension  about  [them],  arrived  safe  at 
that  place  on  the  39th  of  March,  and  landed  the  treasure  and  stores 
intended  for  the  use  of  the  army. 

12.  By  a  letter  which  the  Governor  General  has  received  from 
Captain  Sutton,  Commander  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  dated  at  Malacca 
the  8th  of  March,  it  appears  that  this  ship  in  company  with  the  Royal 
Charlotte,  Ponsbome  and  Contractor  were  so  far  on  their  homeward 
voyage  from  China. 


13.  With  our  last  dispatches  we  hastily  transmitted  to  you  a  copy 
of  a  plan  which  we  had  just  resolved  to  adopt  for  the  provision  of  an 
investment  for  the  ensuing  year  by  subscription.  Upon  more  mature 

consideration  of  the  plan  we  found  that  the  ultimate 
15th  April.  exchange  of  zs.  zd.  per  current  rupee,  to  wrhich  we  had 

limitted  the  property  of  the  subscribers,  was  insufficient,  after  deducting 
the  necessary  charge  of  insurance,  to  yield  them  a  reasonable  remittance 
and  that  people,  from  this  cause  and  the  long  credit  which  was  requisite, 
would  probably  be  deterred  from  subscribing.  We  therefore  thought  it 
necessary,  before  we  published  the  plan,  to  increase  the  limitted  exchange 
to  zs .  6d.  per  current  rupee. 

14.  We  further  thought  that  it  might  afford  an  eligible  method  of 
supplying  the  public  treasuries  at  Madrass  and  Bombay,  without  the 

trouble  and  expence  of  remittance,  if  a  particular 
15th  April.  number  of  shares  were  reserved  for  the  use  of  subscri* 

bers  at  those  places;  we  therefore  agreed  to  reserve  zoo  for  the  former  and 
100  for  the  latter.  Some  printed  copies  of  the  plan,  as  it  now  stands,  are 
enclosed  numbers  in  the  packet. 

15.  We  have  further  to  inform  you  that  Messrs.  Palk  and  Becher, 

two  members  of  your  Board  of  Trade,  have  been 
25th  April.  balotted  to  act  with  Mr.  Dacres,  the  President,  as 

Commissioners  for  the  provision  of  the  subscription  investment. 

16.  You  will  observe  by  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
from  the  17th  to  the  26th  ultimo,  an  extract  of  which  is  entered  in  our 

records,  that  upon  occasion  of  the  balot  which  was 
29th  April.  referred  to  them,  some  of  their  members  thought 

proper  to  enter  into  a  very  free,  and  as  we  conceive,  unwarrantable  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  subject;  the  remarks  which  we  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
make  upon  these  minutes  will  go  enclosed  a  number  in  the  packet,  and  we 
beg  leave  to  recommend  the  whole  to  your  particular  attention,  hoping 
that  in  support  of  our  dignity  and  authority  you  will  take  such  notice 
of  them  as  they  may  appear  to  deserve. 

17.  At  the  desire  of  the  Board  of  Trade  we  thought  it  necessary 
to  enact  a  penalty  against  the  clandestine  purchase  of  cloths  from  the 
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weavers,  manufactured  by  means  of  the  Company’s  advances,  a  practice 

that  kind  having  been  detected  and  reported  to  the 
22nd  April.  VVe  have  therefore  ordered  the  parties  offending 

future  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  Civil  Magistrate,  and  upon  proof 
the  fact  the  cloths  so  purchased  are  to  be  confiscated. 

18.  Upon  a  representation  from  Sir  Robert  Chambers1,  Supi 
intendant  of  the  courts  of  justice  at  Chinsura,  that  many  of  the  Dut 
inhabitants  since  the  surrender  of  the  place  being  deprived  of  th< 
former  means  of  subsistance  were  reduced  to  the  greatest  indigence,  ai 
several  of  the  more  respectable  families  brought  to  such  distress  as 
be  obliged  private[ly]  to  sell  off  their  furniture  and  ornaments  to  mai 
tain  themselves,  we  thought  it  just  that  the  revenues  of  the  town,  whi 

were  not  considerable,  should  contribute  to  the  su 
15th  April.  port  q£  jts  inhabitants;  we  therefore  resolved 

appropriate  them  accordingly  under  the  direction  and  discretion  of  i 
Robert  Chambers  as  trustee  for  the  poor  Dutch  inhabitants,  with  instn 
tions  to  relieve  more  privately  the  wants  of  those  families  who  might 
degraded  by  the  receipt  of  public  charity. 

19.  In  consequence  of  a  representation  from  the  Resident 
Benares  that  the  duty  of  5  per  cent,  which  had  been  fixed  as  the  amou 

of  the  customs  to  be  collected  by  Raja  Mahipnarai 

icfTi  Anril  J  J  JL 

5  p  '  were  too  heavy  upon  spices,  raw  silk  and  other  valuat 

articles  of  considerable  traffic,  which  would  consequently  be  convey 
through  other  channels  to  the  ultimate  place  of  their  destination,  1 
agreed  to  reduce  the  duty  on  such  goods  to  per  cent,  which  will 
more  equitable  and  nearer  the  rates  levied  upon  these  commodities  ' 
the  former  Raja. 


50.  We  have  resolved  to  keep  possession  of  the  fort  of  Beedjy  Ght 
which  was  taken  from  the  late  Raja  of  Benares  and  to  garrison  it  wi 

the  Company’s  troops.  As  we  judge  also  from  its  situ 
tion,  that  it  may  be  a  proper  place  for  a  nursery 
sepoy  recruits  to  be  raised  and  distributed  to  the  regiments  we  ha 
adopted  a  plan  for  that  purpose  recommended  to  us  by  the  Command 
in  Chief. 


22nd  April. 


$1.  We  have  agreed  to  give  up  the  other  forts  of  Angoory  ai 

<>*nd  A  ii  Luttuffpore,  which  are  of  little  consequence 

2211  pri .  strength,  to  the  Zemindars  on  their  signing  a  recei 

and  obligation  to  return  them  to  Government  if  ever  they  shall  1 
demanded  from  them. 

22.  A  plan  has  also  been  suggested  to  us  by  the  Commander  . 
Chief  for  enlisting  a  body*  of  500  sepoys  in  the  province  of  Orissa  fi 
o  the  professed  purpose  of  serving  whereon  their  pi 

ssn  pri .  sence  shall  be  required  to  the  southward  of  Bengz 

as  the  sepoys  on  this  establishment,  being  in  general  natives  of  the  upp 
Countries,  are  extremely  averse  to  that  duty.  We  have  agreed  to  this  ph 
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as  an  experiment,  and  if  it  shall  be  found  to  answer  it  may  hereafter 
be  enlarged. 


23*  At  earnest  solicitation  of  Major  Anthony  Polier2,  who 
resigned  the  Company's  service  in  the  year  1775  to  proceed  to  Lucknow 
for  the  purpose  of  recovering  a  considerable  debt  due  to  him  from  the 


15th  April.  Vizier,  we  have  agreed  to  admit  him  again  into  the 

army  and  have  appointed  him  a  lieutenant  colonel  of 
infantry  by  brevet,  but  he  is  not  stationed  to  serve  in  any  particular  corps 
until  your  pleasure  respecting  his  future  situation  shall  be  made  known 


to  us. 


24-  The  cessation  of  hostilities  with  the  Marattas  affording,  as  we 
conceived,  a  fit  occasion  for  attending  more  effectually  to  the  economical 
control  of  the  expences  of  the  detachment  of  troops  from  this  Presi¬ 
dency  serving  under  Brigadier  General  Goddard  on  the  Malabar  coast, 
and  being  persuaded  that  the  immediate  personal  attendance  of  the 
commanding  officer  with  a  corps  on  such  remote  service  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  carry  our  intentions  into  execution  and  to  conduct  the 
detail  of  military  duty,  we  took  that  opportunity  of  appointing  Colonel 

1  th  April  Charles  Morgan,  whom  we  had  previously  nominated 

to  succeed  Colonel  Parker  as  second  in  command,  to 
the  chief  command  of  the  said  detachment  under  the  general  authority  of 
General  Goddard,  whom  we  directed  to  deliver  over  the  immediate 


command  accordingly  to  him.  Notwithstanding  the  prohibitory  orders 
which  we  found  it  necessary  to  send  to  General  Goddard  from  drawing 
on  us,  we  have  empowered  Colonel  Morgan  to  grant  bills  at  the  exchange 
of  100  sicca  rupees  per  100  By.n  rupees,  which  is  the  rate  we  now  pay  for 
them  here,  to  discharge  the  arrears  due  to  the  detachment  in  case  the 
resolution  of  the  Select  Committee  at  Bombay  to  withhold  that  part  of 
the  Surat  revenues  which  had  been  appropriated  to  this  service,  of  which 
we  before  advised  you,  should  have  actually  taken  effect. 


25.  In  our  consultation  noted  in  the  margin  you  will  observe  a 
minute  delivered  by  the  Governor  General  and  agreed  to  by  us  desiring, 
gth  A  .  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth,  to  be  allowed  of  his 

1  pri  *  own  authority  to  augment  the  members  of  his  staff,  in 

order  to  afford  such  military  patronage  and  marks  of  distinction  in 
particular  cases  as  he  might  think  proper,  without  submitting  to  the 
[lumiliation  of  applying  for  such  favors  to  the  Commander  in  Chief. 


2nd  May. 


26.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Becher,  copy  of  which  for 
four  information  goes  a  number  in  this  packet,  and  we  beg  leave  to  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  your  favorable  attention.  It  states  that  Mr. 
Becher,  while  a  Director  of  the  East  India  Company, 
tiad  given  his  nomination  of  a  writer  for  Bengal  in  favor  of  his  eldest 
ion,  Richard  Becher  junior,  and  his  nomination  of  a  cadet  for  this  place 
h  favor  of  Robert  Becher  his  second  son.  Being  anxious  about  the  rank 
hey  were  to  hold  on  the  lists  for  the  season  he  applied  particularly  on 
hat  subject  to  the  Chairman,  alledging  that  he  understood  it  was  customary 
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to  give  the  precedence  to  the  sons  or  near  relations  of  gentlemen  in  the 
direction,  and  in  reply  was  assured  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  give  him¬ 
self  any  further  trouble  as  it  was  a  thing  of  course;  however,  by  the  lists 
now  sent  out  it  appears  that  the  son  who  was  appointed  a  writer  stands 
the  17th  from  the  top  and  the  cadet  as  low  as  the  54th.  Exclusive  of 
any  right  which  Mr.  Becher  might  have  possessed,  and  on  which  he 
appears  to  have  grounded  his  application  in  favor  of  his  sons  for  seniority 
of  rank,  he  seems  to  have  it  so  much  at  heart  that  in  consideration  of 
his  character  and  of  his  long  and  approved  services  to  the  Company, 
both  in  India  and  in  England,  we  hope  you  will  allow  us  to  intercede 
on  his  behalf,  and  earnestly  to  entreat  that  you  will  grant  his  request. 
The  state  of  our  treasuries  this  dav  is  as  follows: 


State  of  the  treasuries — 8th  May  1782. 


Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  5*98,477  8  4 

Khalsah  ...  ...  1,16,584  1  o 

-  7,15,061  9  4 


Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 

Sicca  rupees  7,45,318  13  o  8,64,569  13  2 

Khalsah  2,81,417  11  10  3,26,444  9  o 

- —  11,91,014  6  2 


Mint 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  4,75,325  4  11 

Khalsah  ...  ...  94,649  10  6 

•  -  5>69>974  15  5 


Unsorted  Treasure 

Khalsah  from  Rungpore 

Narranies  32,570 

Raujnagore  30,001 


Rs.  62,571  Valued  at  10  per 

cent  better  than 

current  rupees  68,828  1  6 


Current  rupees  25*44*879  o  5 


15  JULY  1785 
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The  amount  of  appropriated  sums  as  follows: 

Balance  account  deposits  ...  18,03,856  10  5 

Do.  Accountant  General  to  the 

Mayor’s  Court  ...  1,50,161  13  9 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has 

ceased  by  public  adver¬ 
tisement  ...  ...  45?n7  o  8 

Do.  on  account  of  the  Church 
Wardens  bearing  a  run¬ 
ning  interest  by  order 

of  the  Court  of  Dii-ectors  57,600  o  o 

-  50,56,705  8  10 

The  amount  of  the  new  loans  as  follows: 

New  bonded  debt  ...  ...  1,50,59,951  1  6 

Four  per  cent  remit¬ 
tance  loan  1780  19,56,900 

Do.  do.  1781  18,57,600 

Do.  do.  1785  5,99,700 

-  40,84,500  o  o 

Annuities  ...  ...  1,06,730  o  o 

-  1,95,50,881  1  6 

In  this  sum  is  included 
in  ingots  to  amount  of 
current  rupees  3,37,745  9  1 

in  rupees  of  sorts  ,***• 

sent  to  Mint  68,087  4  8 

Current  rupees  4.05,859  13  9 

1 

Fort  William,  [We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc.] 

the  9th  May  1785. 
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to  the  Company — dispute  regarding  the  distribution  of  Bijaigaih  booty — 
meritorious  sennces  of  Colonel  Owen . 

PUBLIC  DEPARTMENT 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 


1.  We  had  addressed  vou  last,  from  this  Department,  in  a  letter 
dated  the  gth  May,  which  was  written  to  go  by  the  Resolution ,  Captain 
Poynting,  but  that  ship,  after  quitting  the  river,  was  found  to  be  in  such 
a  leaky  condition  that  she  could  not  proceed,  and  having  put  back  has 
since  been  unloaded  and  discharged  from  the  Company’s  service,  until  she 
shall  have  undergone  a  thorough  repair  and  be  rendered  capable  of 
undertaking  the  voyage  with  greater  certainty. 

2 .  The  ships  Hmchmbrooke ,  Lord  Mul grave ,  Deptford  and  Tartar 

Consultation  are  safely  arrived  here  since  our  last  and  we  have 

27th  May.  received  by  them  several  packets  for  this  Presidency, 

which  contained  only  copies  of  your  former  advices. 


3.  The  Trial  and  Fox  packets  are  likewise  arrived,  by  the  former  of 
which  we  have  received  your  commands  of  the  59th  August  1781,  and 
1st  January  1785. 


Consultation 
50th  May. 


4.  It  appearing  that  a  Prize  Master  had  been  placed  on  board  the 

Hinchinbrooke  by  order  of  Commodore  Johnstone, 
whose  consent  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  for  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  the  cargo,  we  have  mutually  agreed  that  the 
whole  should  be  delivered  according  to  its  original  consignment,  and  all 

the  private  property  released  on  security  being  given 
by  the  owners  or  a  deposit  made  in  the  Company’s 
treasury  to  the  value  of  one  eighth  part  of  the  amount, 
rated  at  an  advance  of  50  per  cent  upon  the  prime  cost  in  England,  to 
answer  the  claim  of  salvage  made  on  behalf  of  the  recaptors,  if  it  shall  be 
given  in  their  favor  by  a  legal  decision  in  England. 


Consultation 
31  d  June. 


5.  The  ship  Queen ,  which  was  sent  with  a  cargo  of  grain  to  Fort 
St.  George  in  March  last,  has  been  dispatched  from  thence  to  Fort  Marl¬ 
borough  and  China  being  laden  with  military  stores  and  ordnance  for 
the  former  place  to  prevent  any  further  ill  consequences  from  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  loss  they  had  met  with  from  lightning,  which  struck  one  of  their 
powder  magazines  and  blew  up  a  large  part  of  the  arsenal,  etc. 

6.  We  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  Fortitude ,  which  was  dis¬ 
patched  from  hence  upon  a  destination  to  Fort  St.  George  with  the  Queen , 
but  was  obliged  to  return  and  could  not  sail  again  till  some  days  after 
her,  has  been  taken  by  La  Fine ,  a  French  frigate  of  36  guns,  about  the 
latitude  of  Madrass.  The  Yarmouth ,  a  Company’s  armed  ship,  has  also 
been  captured  by  the  same  frigate  on  her  way  from  Madrass  to  Negapatam, 
laden  with  stores  and  provisions  for  that  garrison. 
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7.  By  our  letter  of  the  8th  of  April  last  overland,  and  those  addressed 
to  you  soon  afterwards  to  go  by  the  Resolution you  were  advised  of  the 

original  plan  which  we  had  agreed  to  adopt  for  the 
provision  of  an  investment  for  this  season  by  subs¬ 
cription  to  be  limited  to  eighty  lacks  of  current 
rupees.  Copies  of  the  plan  itself  were  forwarded  to  you  by  each  dispatch. 


Consultation 
15th  April. 


8.  Being  afterwards  advised  that  the  above  mode  was  liable  to  strong 
and  weighty  objections  affecting  both  the  property  of  the  individuals  who 

should  engage  in  it  and  the  Charter  of  the  Company, 
Consultation  10th  ancj  no  subscriptions  having  been  offered  upon  it,  we 

thought  it  necessary  to  adopt  another  plan,  more 
certain  in  its  effect,  which  accordingly  makes  a  number  in  the  packet. 


g.  The  substance  of  this  plan  is  that  the  subscribers  shall  advance 
their  money  at  stated  periods  for  the  provision  of  a  well  chosen  investment, 
and  be  entitled  to  bills  of  exchange  upon  you  for  the  same  on  the  31st 
December  next,  at  2  shillings  per  current  rupee,  3/8ths  payable  at  365 
days  after  sight  and  5/8ths,  with  interest  on  the  whole,  up  to  the  31st 
December  1783  at  730  days  sight. 

10.  Having  submitted  a  copy  of  this  plan  to  the  Board  of  Trade 

before  it  was  published,  we  offered  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  services  of 

the  whole  Board  for  carrying  it  into  execution,  but 

Consultations  10th,  conceiving  ourselves  ultimately  accountable  for  adopt- 
i6tn  and.  20th  May  0  J  x 

ing  it,  and  in  some  measure  answerable  for  its  success, 

we  thought  it  necessary  to  reserve  the  controuling  and  superintending 

power  over  the  provision  of  the  goods  in  our  own  hands  and  accordingly 

called  on  the  Board  of  Trade  to  know  if  they  would  accept  of  the  trust 

to  be  held  under  our  authority. 

n.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
chearfully  came  into  our  proposal,  and  having  received  from  us  a  list  of 

cotton  piece  goods  containing  such  a  selection  of  the 

,  20th  manufactures  as  we  thought  were  most  likely  to  turn 

bt  an  i7t  June.  QUt  progtably  in  England,  publications  were  imme¬ 
diately  issued  for  the  receipt  of  proposals  to  contract  for  these  articles, 
deliverable  free  of  all  charge  at  the  Company’s  warehouse  in  Calcutta  by 
a  certain  time.  Contracts  have  accordingly  been  concluded  at  a  very 
reduced  rate  upon  the  prices  of  the  former  provision,  and  the  quantities 
being  left  indefinite  for  want  of  time  to  fix  them  before  the  season  set  in, 
we  mean  to  regulate  them  entirely  by  the  list  of  goods  (specifying  by  a 
particular  mark  those  articles  which  sell  for  a  profit  in  England)  which 
we  have  received  from  you  by  the  Trial  packet. 

12.  Our  plan  having  been  adopted  and  partly  carried  into  effect 
before  the  arrival  of  your  orders  by  the  Trial ,  it  was  impossible  for  us, 
without  creating  some  confusion,  to  follow  the  rule  you  had  therein 
prescribed  to  us  for  opening  the  trade  in  raw  silk  to  individual^,  and 
allowing  them  to  transport  it  to  England  by  the  Company’s  ships,  but 
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we  have  done  what  is  more  than  equivalent  to  it;  we  have  effected  such  a 
considerable  reduction  in  the  former  price  of  this  commodity  that  we  trust 
our  next  consignments  will  be  found  sufficiently  cheap  and  well  provided 
to  remove  every  objection  which  you  had  conceived  to  the  importation 
of  it  on  the  Company’s  account. 

13.  The  original  loan  taken  up  for  the  service  of  this  investment  was 
80  lacks  of  current  rupees,  of  which  50  lacks  have  been  allotted  to  the 
provision  of  cotton  piece  goods  and  30  lacks  to  provision  of  raw  silk  and 
silk  piece  goods.  The  article  of  saltpetre  we  have  determined  to  continue 
the  manufacture  of  at  Patna  on  the  Company’s  account  independant  of 
the  subscription  investment,  and  to  transport  as  much  of  it  as  possible  to 
England  by  all  the  ships  which  shall  be  dispatched,  in  order  to  yield  a 
separate  resource  for  your  own  immediate  occasions. 

14.  After  making  this  arrangement  it  appeared  that  some  articles  of 
the  investment  and  the  charges  of  shipping  the  whole  after  its  delivery  in 
Calcutta  had  not  been  provided  for,  and  several  tenders  of  saltpetre  were 
also  made  to  us  by  persons  who,  in  consequence  of  the  prohibition  which 
agreeably  to  your  orders  we  had  laid  on  the  exportation  of  that  article, 
were  deprived  of  all  other  means  of  disposing  of  it;  as  we  considered  the 
Company  bound,  in  some  measure,  to  prevent  the  ruin  or  distress  of  the 
dealers  in  saltpetre,  who,  when  the  sudden  embargo  was  published,  had 
large  quantities  on  hand,  we  authorized  the  Board  of  Trade  to  purchase 
the  tenders  which  were  made  at  a  moderate  price,  and  for  these  different 
purposes  we  agreed  to  augment  the  loan  for  the  investment  to  one  crore 
of  rupees.  The  subscribers  to  the  additional  20  lacks  will  not  be  entitled 
to  receive  their  bills  until  the  31st  January  next. 

15.  Wishing  to  unite  our  endeavours  heartily  with  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  the  choice  and  provision  of  van  investment  which,  from  the  strictest 
attention  to  the  quality  and  the  greatest  possible  abatement  of  the  prices, 
was  likely  to  answer  the  end,  we  designed  of  discharging  all  the  drafts 
which  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  upon  it,  and  yield  a  considerable 
profit  beyond  that  amount,  besides  furnishing  freight  for  your  ships  and 
a  supply  of  goods  to  the  English  market.  We  thought  it  might  be  con¬ 
ducive  to  this  grand  object,  and  at  the  same  time  prove  an  assurance  of 
your  confidence,  to  require  from  the  President  and  members  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  a  written  declaration  signed  upon  honor,  which  they  have  accord¬ 
ingly  given,  that  they  will  neither  derive  nor  receive  any  advantage  or 
emolument  whatsoever  from  the  provision  of  this  investment  or  from  any 
engagements  or  transactions  respecting  it,  except  their  allowed  commission, 
nor  knowingly  suffer  any  persons  under  their  authority  to  take  any  undue 
advantage. 

16.  In  order  to  secure  to  the  Board  of  Trade  a  fair  and  honorable 
reward  for  their  faithful  and  undeviating  services  in  the  execution  of 

this  branch  of  duty,  you  will  find  that  we  have 
Consultation  10th  stipulated,  as  far  as  it  was  in  our  power  to  do,  by 

the  last  article  of  the  publication  that  the  President 
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merit,  should  with  your  approbation  be  allowed  a  commission  of  5  per 
cent  on  the  produce  of  the  sales  in  England,  after  the  manner  in  which 
you  gratify  your  supercargoes  at  Canton,  to  be  divided  in  the  proportions 
of  their  respective  salaries.  This  is  a  consideration  which  we  have  no 
doubt  the  superiority  of  the  present  investment,  owing  to  the  united  and 
strenuous  exertions  of  this  Government  and  the  Board  of  Trade,  will  easily 
afford  to  yield  them.  On  this  principle,  and  in  full  confidence  of  obtain¬ 
ing  your  acquiescence  in  a  promise  which  appeared  to  us  so  equitable  a 
recompence  for  the  steady  and  devoted  attention  of  your  senior  servants, 
bound  under  such  an  obligation  to  the  interests  of  the  Companv,  we 
have  been  induced  to  hold  out  the  expectation  of  it  to  them,  and  now 
earnestly  request  that  you  will  approve  of  our  intention  and  allow  the 
commission  to  them  accordingly,  paying  the  amount  of  it  to  their  respec¬ 
tive  agents  in  England  in  the  proportions  above  mentioned. 

17.  Although  the  several  contracts  for  goods  have  been  referred  to 
and  confirmed  ultimately  by  us  we  meant  only  to  reserve  to  ourselves  a 
general  superintending  and  controuling  power  in  the  provision  of  this 
investment,  to  be  used  when  it  might  tend  to  promote  the  public  interests, 
and  to  avoid  every  interference  in  the  detail  which  might  only  obstruct 
them  and  which  is  moreover  the  peculiar  province  of  your  Board  of  Trade. 

18.  We  are  happy  to  find  that  by  adopting  the  present  plan  we 
have  anticipated  your  wishes  and  so  nearly  hit  upon  the  measures  pres¬ 
cribed  to  us  by  your  commands  of  the  29th  August  1781,  which  we  have 
since  received,  that  we  venture  to  assure  ourselves  of  receiving  your  hearty 
and  entire  approbation. 

19.  We  have  only  further  to  add  on  this  subject  that  the  plan,  in 
its  present  form,  was  no  sooner  published  than  the  amount  of  the 
subscription  immediately  filled,  and  names  were  added  to  a  much  greater 
extent  to  whom  we  thought  it  necessary  to  promise  a  preference  in  any 
future  loan  of  this  kind.  The  first  upon  the  list  were  accordingly  admitted 
to  make  up  the  additional  sum  of  20  lacks  when  we  resolved  to  encrease 
the  loan  to  1  crore  of  rupees  as  above  mentioned. 

20.  The  Madrassa1  or  College  for  the  promotion  of  oriental  learning, 
which  was  established  by  our  resolution  of  the  18th  April  1781,  having 

been  placed  upon  a  proper  and  regular  footing,  and 
Consultation  3rd  the  buildings  for  that  purpose  completed,  we  have 

assigned  the  revenues  of  certain  villages  in  the 
neighbourhood  amounting  to  rupees  1200  per  month  to  its  support  and 
have  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  found  fully  to  answer  the  end  of  its 
institution. 

21.  We  have  formerly  represented  to  you  the  particulars  of  a 

Consultations  20th  difference  subsisting  between  our  Mint  Master  and  the 
April,  27th  May  [...]  Assay  Master  at  Fort  St.  George,  in  their  reports  upon 
July*  the  value  and  produce  of  gold  bullion  remitted  to  that 

Presidency,  and  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Paxton,  our  Mint  Master, 

♦ 
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we  beg  leave  to  forward  to  you  samples  of  that  gold,  in  order  to  have  it 
assayed  at  the  Tower  for  your  satisfaction  in  deciding  the  controversy 
between  these  officers.  If  you  think  proper  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  their 
correspondence  concerned  on  our  consultations  as  noted  in  the  margin. 


May. 


22.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kell),  of  the  Madras  establishment,  has 
lately  made  us  a  tender  of  a  most  valuable  collection  of  charts  and  surveys 

of  the  Carnatic,  formed  and  procured  by  him  during 
Consultation  27th  a  long  course  of  service  in  that  country.  We  have 

individually  examined  them.  From  the  apparent 
accuracy  with  which  they  are  drawn  and  the  utility  of  the  plan  on  which 
they  are  constructed,  being  calculated  both  for  present  use  and  the 
easiest  reception  of  future  improvements  until  the  provinces  in  Decan 
and  Carnatic  shall  have  been  complete!)  surveyed,  they  appear  to  us  a 
most  important  and  atseful  acquisition,  especially  as  they  comprize  the 
scene  of  our  present  military  operations  in  the  Carnatic,  and  in  this 
light  we  understand  they  have  already  proved  a  serviceable  guide  to 
General  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in  regulating  the  motions  of  his  army.  We  have 
therefore  agreed  to  accept  of  them,  as  an  acknowledgement  of  the  sense 
we  entertained  of  the  work;  and  to  afford  some  compensation  to  Colonel 
Kelly  for  the  great  expence  which  he  must  have  been  at  in  compiling 
them  we  resolved  to  make  him  a  gratuity  and  to  recommend  him  to 
you  for  the  appointment  of  Geographer  to  the  Company  in  the  Carnatic. 
In  the  meantime  we  have  requested  that  he  will  continue  to  furnish  us 
with  such  further  additions  to  the  geography  of  the  countries  which  he 
has  laid  down  as  he  may  be  able  to  obtain  without  prejudice  or  hin¬ 
drance  to  his  military  duty  as  an  officer,  from  his  own  observations  and 
enquiries,  for  which  we  have  promised  to  allow  him  a  due  recompense. 


23.  Captain  John  B uncle,  late  commander  of  the  Warren  cartel  ship 
which  was  seized  and  detained  by  the  French  Government  at  Mauritius, 

has  presented  to  us  an  account  of  the  charges  which 
ComuUation  23rd  jie  jncurre(j  during  his  imprisonment  on  that  island 

for  the  subsistance  of  himself,  his  officers  and  crew  and 
for  arrears  of  wages  due  to  them  respectively  until  their  discharge  from 
confinement.  As  the  account  upon  the  whole,  considering  as  we  must 
do  that  the  ship  was  unwarrantably  made  a  prize  of  and  the  hardships 
and  losses  of  the  parties  severely  felt  by  them,  appeared  very  reasonable, 
we  agreed  to  allow  it,  upon  condition  that  Captain  Buncle  signed  a 
paper  of  indemnification  binding  himself  to  refund  the  amount  if  at 
any  time  hereafter  it  shall  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court 
of  Directors  or  of  this  Government  that  any  act  was  committed  by  him 
which,  according  to  the  rules  and  custom  of  war,  could  warrant  the 
Government  of  Mauritius  in  making  the  seizure  which  they  did  and  in 
confining  himself  and  his  officers  as  prisoners  of  war,  which  Captain 
Buncle  has  accordingly  complied  with. 


24.  Having  submitted  our  proceedings  respecting  the  booty  found 
Beedjy  Gur  upon  the  surrender  of  that  fortress  to  the  Company, 
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together  with  the  several  answers  from  the  officers  concerned  in  the  dis- 
1  .  -  tribution  of  the  said  booty,  to  the  Advocate  General 

Ma>^n3i-da  June.331  for  °Pinion  upon  the  proper  measures  to  be  pursued 

for  determining  and  establishing,  by  legal  authority, 
the  Company’s  right  to  this  property,  we  thought  it  necessary  to  insti¬ 
tute  a  suit  at  law  against  Major  Arthur  Balfour,  the  first  of  those 
officers  who  had  signed  the  letter  to  the  Board  declining  to  submit  their 
title  to  our  decision;  and  the  Attorney  has  given  him  notice  to  enter 
appearance  which  he  has  accordingly  done.  But  in  order  to  settle  a 
more  equitable  division  of  the  whole  of  the  booty,  in  case  it  should  be 
adjudged  in  favor  of  the  captors,  than  the  distribution  made  of  it  by 
themselves  in  a  committee  which  they  held  upon  the  spot,  we  have 

appointed  another  committee  consisting  of  all  the  field 
May°nSU  tatl°n  officers  at  the  Presidency,  who  are  no  wise  concerned 

in  the  issue,  to  decide  upon  the  claims  of  those  officers 
who  were  excluded  from  sharing  by  the  former  committee  and  have 
appealed  to  the  Board  for  redress. 

25.  The  proceedings  of  this  committee  have  been  closed  and 
delivered  in  but  we  suspend  our  consideration  of  them,  as  well  as  of 
the  general  subject,  until  the  cause,  which  is  now  in  the  course  of  trial, 
shall  be  determined. 

56.  Mr.  Thomas  Martin,  whom  you  have  been  pleased  to  appoint 
to  succeed  to  the  office  of  Judge  Advocate  General,  being  arrived  and 

having  tendered  his  services  to  the  Board  in  that  line 
Mav>n  UltaTi0n  2  we  t^LOU^t  it-  necessary  to  consider  your  intentions 

respecting  him.  No  provision  having  been  made  for 
his  subsistance  until  the  vacancy  happened,  and  as  this  might  be  a  long 
interval,  we  appointed  him  Deputy  Judge  Advocate  General,  with  the 
same  pay  and  betta  as  are  drawn  by  the  principal  in  that  office,  and 
placed  him  immediately  under  his  orders  that  he  might  inspect  the 
proceedings  and  qualify  himself  to  succeed  by  a  previous  knowledge  and 
practice  of  the  duties  depending  on  the  customs  and  habits  of  this 
service. 


27.  At  the  particular  recommendation  of  the  Commander  in  Chief 
in  favor  of  Captain  William  Fowler,  who  has  entirely  lost  the  use  of 

his  limbs  from  the  effect  of  the  climate  to  which  he 
Ma>°nSUltatl0n  13th  was  exPosed>  we  have  agreed  to  promote  him  to  the 

rank  of  major,  with  which  he  will  retire  on  the 
pension.  In  this  instance  we  could  not  avoid  granting  the  indulgence 
solicited  to  an  object  so  truly  deserving  of  compassion,  but  in  order  to 
prevent  any  applications  of  a  similar  nature  from  being  made  to  us  in 
future,  we  have  thought  it  necessary  to  forbid  them  positively  in  general 
orders  and  declare  our  intention  not  to  grant  any  promotions  of  this 
kind  but  on  the  most  singular  occasions  of  merit  or  sufferings. 

[28]  The  services  rendered  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Owen2  in  the  many 
expeditions  which  he  has  commanded  under  the  orders  of  General  Sir 
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Eyre  Coote  in  the  Carnatic  are  so  meritorious  that  we  doubt  not  the 
General  has  taken  occasion  to  mention  them  in  his  correspondence  with 
you.  We  cannot  however  pass  them  by  unnoticed  and  the  sense  we  enter¬ 
tain  of  his  abilities  and  zeal  as  an  officer  is  so  great  that  we  beg  leave 
to  point  him  out  to  you  as  deserving  any  favor  or  confidence  which 
you  may  be  pleased  to  bestow  on  him. 


[29]  We  feel  ourselves  the  more  bound  to  bear  this  testimony  in 
favor  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Owen  because  we  had  promoted  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Charles  Morgan,  his  immediate  junior,  to  the  local  and  brevet  rank 
of  colonel  on  his  succeeding  to  the  station  of  Colonel  Parker,  the  second 
in  command  of  our  detachment  under  General  Goddard  at  Bombay. 
This  rank  we  granted  on  the  same  principle  as  Colonel  Parker  had 
held  it  before,  without  any  intention,  or  eventual  probability  as  we 
conceived,  of  injuring  Lieutenant  Colonel  Owen  whose  line  of  duty 

could  not,  in  the  common  course  of  things,  bring  him 
Consultations  35th  to  act  on  tjie  same  immediate  service  with  Colonel 
February,  nt  arc  .  j^organ.  ^ut  as  thjs  circumstance  was  mentioned  to 


us  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  we  explained  it,  as  we  hope,  to  his 
satisfaction  and  think  it  necessary  also  to  notice  it  to  you. 


Fort  William,  We  are  etc. 

the  15th  July  1782. 
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LETTER  DATED  7  DECEMBER  1782 

The  loss  of  the  Dartmouth — ill  treatment  of  passengers  of  the 
Northumberland — letters  of  marque  granted  to  the  Warren — Captain 
McClary  and  John  O’Donnel  accused  of  murder  of  certain  Malays — 
Lieutenant  Alexander  Murray  given  the  chief  command  of  the  troops  at 
Fort  Marlborough — the  new  Hooghly  channel — measures  to  avert  famine 
at  Madras — re-establishment  of  the  Dacca  mint — a  public  market  for 
Calcutta — regulation  against  unlicensed  liquor  shops — Impels  letter  to 
Secret  Committee  replying  to  the  charges  made  against  him  by  Francis — 
General  Goddard's  protest  against  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Morgan — 
rules  for  the  re-instatement  of  army  officers  returning  from  leave — the 
Dutch  Director  Ross  on  parole  sent  to  Europe — Sir  Robert  Chambers , 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court ,  resigns  his  post  of  Superintendent  of  the 
Chinsura  Court . 


PUBLIC  DEPARTMENT 


Hon’ble  Sirs, 

1;  In  addition  to  our  Public  Letter  of  the  15th  of  July,  written  to 
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go  by  the  Lively  but  only  now  dispatched  to  you,  we  shall  continue  our 
advices  to  the  present  date. 


2.  We  have  received  >our  letters  by  the  Trial  packet  dated  29th 
August  1781  and  1st  of  January  1785,  and  by  the  Worcester  dated  the 
25 th  and  29th  of  January.  Mr.  Stables,  who  was  a  passenger  on  board 
this  ship,  arrived  here  and  took  his  [seat]  in  Council  on  the  11th  ultimo. 

3.  The  several  ships  now  [dispatched]  to  you  with  cargoes  are  the 
Rockford ,  Deptford 9  Loud  Mulgrave  and  Tartar ,  and  the  amounts  of 
their  invoices  are: 


Rockford 
Deptford 
Lord  Mulgrave 
Tartar 


Current  Rupees 
.  1 5,09,800 
.  16,19,900 

.  16,05,430 

.  14,09,000 


4.  Captain  Fiott  made  a  request  that  we  would  dispatch  the  Tartar 
singly  on  account  of  her  remarkable  good  sailing,  but  we  thought  there 
would  be  greater  security  against  the  enemy’s  frigates  and  privateers  in 
despatching  the  four  ships  together,  with  orders  to  keep  company;  and 
having  also  vour  directions  to  this  effect,  we  did  not  comply  with 
Captain  Fiott’s  request. 

5.  The  ships  which  remain  to  be  laden  for  Europe  are  the 
Resolution ,  Hinchinbrooke ,  Worcester  and  Norfolk. 

6.  The  Resolution  is  in  the  hands  of  the  carpenters  to  undergo  a 
thorough  repair  previous  to  her  being  again  laden,  and  an  adjustment 
having  taken  place  between  the  commander  of  the  Hinchinbrooke  and 
the  Prize  Master,  who  was  put  on  board  by  Commodore  Johnstone,  we 
shall  be  enabled  to  send  back  these  ships  to  you  before  this  season  is 
far  advanced. 


7.  Several  commanders  of  the  ships,  now  here,  have  represented  to 
us  the  loss  of  their  surgeons  and  applied  for  others  to  supply  their  places. 
All  that  we  could  do  for  their  relief  was  to  make  an  offer  that  we  would 
grant  leave  of  absence  to  any  surgeon  or  assistant  surgeons  belonging  to 
this  establishment  whom  they  could  [persuade]  to  go  with  them  to  Europe, 
and  to  recommend  such  persons  to  you  for  permission  to  return  with 
their  ranks,  but  could  not  allow  them  to  continue  in  the  receipt  of  their 
pay  here  during  their  absence;  we  therefore  informed  the  captains  that 
every  expence  would  necessarily  fall  upon  the  owners  of  the  ships. 

8.  We  have  heard  with  the  utmost  concern  of  the  total  loss  of  the 
ship  Dartmouth  and  her  cargoe  upon  the  island  of  Carnicobar  on 
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the  24th  of  June  last.  She  sailed  in  company  with  the  Chapman 
from  Fort  St.  George  in  the  beginning  of  that  month,  and  in  order  to 
avoid  the  enemy's  ships,  which  were  supposed  to  be  cruizing  off  Ceylon, 
they  steered  an  easterly  course  which  brought  them  into  that  situation. 
We  hope  the  Chapman  will  arrive  with  you  before  this,  in  which  case 
you  will  already  have  been  made  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  this 

loss;  otherwise  we  must  beg  to  refer  you  to  Captain 
Thompson’s  letter  entered  in  the  consultation  noted 
in  the  margin.  [....]  of  the  passengers  and  crew 
were  saved  from  the  wreck  and  some  of  them  continued  their  voyage 
in  the  Chapman . 


Consultation  21st 
October. 


9.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Chesterfield,  which 
was  sent  here  from  Madras,  has  been  returned  thither  with  rice,  the 
Major  is  just  arrived  from  thence  and  the  ships  Ganges ,  Calcutta ,  Alfred , 
Warren  Hastings ,  Kent,  Ann  8c  Emelia ,  and  Dutton  [left]  for  [from?]  this 
place  the  2nd  ultimo.  The  Royal  Henry  was  dispatched  about  the  same 
time  for  Bofmbay], 


10.  The  passengers  who  came  from  England  in  the  Northumberland 
preferred  a  complaint  to  us  against  Captain  Rees,  ch[arging]  him  with 
want  of  attention  to  their  diet  [and]  conveniences,  and  with  other  misbe¬ 
haviour  during  their  voyage.  After  a  particular 
Consultation  24th  enquiry  into  these  allegations  the  former  part  of 

them  appeared  to  be  so  well  established  that  we 
thought  it  necessary  to  pass  a  severe  censure  upon  Captain  Rees’s 
Consultation  27th  conduct,  the  terms  of  which  will  be  seen  on  our  records 
July*  referred  to  in  the  margin. 


11.  In  consequence  of  the  urgent  request  of  the  President  and 
Council  of  Fort  Marlborough  for  a  ship  to  remove  part  of  their  pepper, 
we  have  sent  thither  the  Northumberland  laden  with  rice  and  stores; 
and  she  is  to  proceed  afterwards  with  a  cargo  of  pepper  to  Canton, 
which  is  intended  as  a  remittance  to  the  supercargoes  in  lieu  of  the 
opium  laden  on  the  Betsey  for  the  service  of  the  China  investment, 
which  was  taken  by  a  French  privateer  at  Rhio  as  we  before  informed 
you. 


12.  For  the  purpose  of  yielding  the  President  and  Council  at  Fort 
Marlborough  further  tonnage  to  transport  the  great  quantity  of  pepper 
which  they  have  collected  at  that  place,  we  agreed  to  freight  the  Warren , 
a  large  ship  taken  from  the  Dutch  by  Sir  E.  Hughes  -at  Trincomaloy 

and  tendered  to  us  by  the  purchasers  for  this  service, 
ju^y>nSUltati°n  *4th  [an<l]  l°aded  her  from  hence  with  rice  and  other 

articles  for  which  that  Presidency  had  indented,  and 
recommended  it  to  them  to  furnish  her  with  a  cargo  of  pepper  for 
England.  We  enclose  a  copy  of  the  charter  of  this  ship;  [copy]  of  the 
originals  has  been  sent  by  her  to  Fort  Marlborough. 
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13*  have  granted  letters  of  marejue  to  the  IfV/>  ych  containing 

the  same  restrictions  respecting  any  violence  which  might  he  offered  to 
the  Chinese  and  Malay  subjects  etc.,  as  you  had  introduced  into  the 

inth  4u°-ust  agreement  concluded  with  the  owners  of  the  Prince 

1  °  William  when  she  was  licensed  to  cruize  in  the  eastern 

seas.  Complaints  had  been  made  to  us  of  the  abuse  of  those  powers 
which  we  formerly  granted  to  privateers  fitted  out  at  this  port  to  act 
offensively  against  the  eneni).  We  therefore  resolved  to  cease  issuing  such 
commissions  in  future,  and  only  deviated  on  the  above  occasion  because 

the  ship  was  chartered  for  the  Company.  Two  of  the 
instances  of  complaint  we  allude  to  were  made  against 
Captain  McClary  of  the  [Dodalay]  and  Mr.  John  O’Donnel  of  the  Death 
or  Glory  for  the  murder  of  several  Malays  said  to  have  perished  in  the 
sea.  The  allegations  did  not  appear  to  be  well  founded  against  the 
former,  but  conceiving  that  there  was  sufficient  cause  for  the  trial  of 
Mr.  O’Donnel  we  sent  him  to  Fort  St.  George  for  want  of  proper 
admiralty  jurisdiction  here;  he  was  accordingly  tried  and  acquitted. 


12th  July. 


14.  You  will  please  to  observe  that  the  exposed  state  of  Fort 
Marlborough  and  our  anxiety  to  extricate,  as  speedily  as  possible,  so 
considerable  a  part  of  your  property  from  thence  induced  us  to  adopt  this 
measure,  regarding  the  legality  of  which  we  had  the  sanction  of  your 
Advocate  General's  opinion;  besides  that  we  wished  to  encrease,  as  much 
as  possible,  the  tonnage  for  carrying  home  your  investment  from  hence. 


ip; 


A  complaint  of  another  nature  was  preferred  to  us  against 
Captain  McClary,  but  as  this  appeared  to  be  a  civil 
Consultation  30th  case  wj1jc]1  we  COuld  not  interfere  we  referred  the 

party  aggrieved  to  seek  his  redress  at  common  law. 


16.  Mr.  Botham  a  member  of  the  Council  at  Fort  Marlborough,  who 
was  lately  here,  being  authorized  by  that  Presidency  represented  to  us  the 
distress  which  they  suffered  from  the  death  of  Major  Hutchins,  their  late 
Commander  in  Chief,  for  want  of  a  proper  person  to  succeed  him,  the 
person  on  whom  this  station  devolved  by  seniority  being  totally  unfit  for 
such  a  tr-ust.  Mr.  Botham  therefore  solicited  an  officer  to  be  appointed 
from  this  establishment.  He  also  applied  to  us  to  send  an  experienced 
officer  to  command  the  artillery  at  Fort  Marlborough.  We  referred  his 
letter  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  at  whose  recommendation  we  promoted 
Lieutenant  Alexander  Murray,  an  old  King's  officer,  to  the  rank  of  captain 
on  this  establishment,  and  ordered  him  to  proceed  to  Fort  Marlborough  to 
take  upon  him  the  chief  command  of  the  troops,  under  that  Presidency, 
with  the  local  rank  of  major.  We  also  appointed  Mr.  John  McDonald, 
who  was  recommended  to  us  as  a  good  draftsman  and  a  capable  engineer, 
to  be  an  ensign  in  that  corps  at  Fort  Marlborough.  He  sailed  with  Major 
Murray  in  the  Northumberland .  Neither  the  Commander  in  Chief  nor  the 
Commandant  of  Artillery  have  as  yet  recommended  any  officer  who  is 
willing  to  proceed  thither  to  take  the  command  of  the  artillery  corps. 

17.  About  five  years  ago  we  reported  to  you  the  pains  we  had  taken 
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to  establish  the  navigation  of  a  new  channel  into  this  river,  between  the 
island  of  Saugor  and  the  east  side  of  the  Longsand,  which  had  been  dis¬ 
covered  and  surveyed;  we  laid  down  buoys  accordingly  but  the  pilots, 
unwilling  to  give  up  the  knowledge  they  possessed  of  the  former  channel, 
raised  such  an  opposition  to  our  endeavours  that  they  could  not  be  then 
made  to  adopt  it  by  fair  means,  and  while  the  old  channel  by  Ingelee  and 
Kedgeree  was  practicable  we  did  not  chuse  to  use  any  degree  of  compulsion. 

1 8.  The  old  channel  however  has  been  daily  choaking  up  ever  since 
and  is  now  become  almost  impassable;  we  therefore  ordered  Mr.  Ritchie1, 
our  Marine  Surveyor,  to  make  a  further  examination  of  the  new  channel 
which,  though  the  season  of  the  year  was  unfavorable  to  the  attempt,  he 
sufficiently  effected  to  shew  its  advantage  over  the  former  and  to  make 
us  resolve  on  establishing  the  use  of  it  in  future;  two  leading  buoys  were 
immediately  laid,  those  formerly  fixed  having  been  removed,  and  we  have 
the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  some  of  the  largest  ships  trading  to  Bengal 
have  already  been  carried  out  through  this  channel  by  the  direction  of 
these  buoys  only,  without  any  danger  or  difficulty. 

19.  We  think  it  so  much  to  the  credit  of  those  who  were  the  first 
promoters  of  this  navigation,  whether  by  the  service  or  example,  that  we 
shall  mention  your  [their]  names  for  your  information.  Captain  McClary, 
Commander  of  the  ship  Doddaly,  was  the  first  who  made  the  trial  of  this 
passage  when  the  survey  had  been  but  recently  made,  and  only  two  buo\s 
laid  in  all  the  long  track.  Mr.  Green,  Master  in  your  pilot  service  who 
had  assisted  Mr.  Ritchie  in  the  survey,  encouraged  the  attempt  under  these 
disadvantages,  and  himself  conducted  it.  He  has  been  rewarded  by  the 
Governor  General,  and  the  other  pilots  begin  to  be  sensible  of  their  former 
error. 


50.  The  superiority  of  the  new  channel,  exclusive  of  its  immediate 
security  for  the  passage  of  large  ships,  affords  this  further  advantage  that 
your  Indiamen  may  hence  forward  be  brought  up  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  Culpee  and  completely  laden  there  without  the  risk  or  inconvenience 
of  lying  in  the  open  sea  at  the  Burrabulla,  which  is  a  situation  so  unfavor¬ 
able  that  it  affords  no  shelter  whatever  from  the  violent  winds  which 
blow  during  all  the  months  of  March  and  April  and  May,  when  sloops 
can  seldom  approach  near  enough  to  deliver  their  cargoes  on  board,  and 
vessels  of  all  sizes  run  a  continual  risk  of  being  driven  from  their  anchors. 

21.  To  the  damages  which  your  ships  and  the  vessels  laden  with  the 
goods  have  invariably  sustained  in  the  abovementioned  season  you  will 

have  known  the  few  have  received  the  complete  ladings,  until  the  [ . ] 

with  the  pilots  require  to  enable  them  to  take  charge  of  them  from  that 
station,  and  frequently  until  months  repeatedly  recurred  [sic],  and  it  has 
been  a  constant  practice  for  private  ships  of  burthen  to  put  to  sea  with 
deficient  cargoes  because  of  the  dangers  and  delays  attending  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  them  at  Burrabulla. 


,  aa.  We  send  you,  by  this  packet,  a  copy  of  the  draft  of  the  channel 
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taken  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  and  particularly  explained  by  his  report  upon  the 
subject  to  which  we  refer.  We  also  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  journal  of 
the  Master  Attendant,  who  has  been  down  the  river  since  the  fair  season 
set  in  accompanied  by  the  pilots  who  could  be  spared  from  the  current 
service  to  ascertain  and  make  a  complete  sounding  of  passage  and  to  lay 
down  the  remainder  of  the  buoys;  an  accurate  survey  of  it  is  now  forming 
by  engineer  officers  appointed  for  that  purpose,  Mr.  Ritchie  having  been 
sent  to  the  Admiral  as  advised  in  our  Secret  Letter. 

23.  You  will  be  informed  by  the  President  and  Council  at  Fort 
St.  George  of  the  violent  and  dismal  effects  of  a  most  severe  gale  of  wind 
which  happened  there  on  the  15th  of  October.  His  Majesty’s  fleet,  which 
was  in  the  roads,  put  to  sea  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  gale  and 
escaped  from  any  heavy  damage,  except  the  Superb  which  lost  all  her 
masts;  almost  all  the  trading  vessels  which  attempted  to  ride  out  the  storm 
were  either  sunk  or  driven  on  shore  and  only  a  small  part  of  their  cargoes 
saved;  the  loss  of  grain  in  the  roads,  upon  this  unfortunate  occasion,  was 
estimated  at  upwards  of  30,000  bags. 

24.  The  President  and  Select  Committee  of  Fort  St.  George,  after 
this  event,  finding  the  prospect  of  famine2  which  threatened  the  settle¬ 
ment  so  immediate  and  alarming,  thought  it  necessary  to  seize  upon  all 
the  grain  which  should  be  imported  for  the  public  stores,  paying  the 
proprietors  a  very  advanced  price  for  the  same  by  bills  upon  us.  As  the 
above  measure  promised  no  immediate  encrease  of  importation  at  Madras, 
though  it  entailed  a  heavy  additional  expence  on  this  Government,  and 
in  the  end  might  fail  of  the  desired  effect  by  the  detrimental  restraint  to 
individuals  which  it  laid  upon  the  disposal  of  their  grain,  we  recom¬ 
mended  it  as  our  opinion  that  a  free  and  open  trade  would  be  more 
likely  to  secure  to  the  settlement  of  Fort  St.  George  the  relief  they  wished 
to  obtain  than  any  restraint  whatsoever.  And  to  prevent  unnecessary 
competition  here  in  procuring  tonnage,  which  the  exorbitant  price  fixed 
for  rice  at  Madras  was  likely  to  create,  a  great  enhancement  of  freight 
having  been  the  immediate  consequence  of  it,  we  forbid  the  Agent  to  take 
up  any  vessels,  beyond  his  present  engagements,  on  the  Company's  account, 
and  resolved  not  to  send  any  further  supplies  of  rice  to  Fort  St.  George 
by  public  agency  but  on  the  Company's  ships,  leaving  the  trade  entirely 
free  to  individuals.  And  in  order  to  encourage  them  to  pursue  it  with 
an  unremitted  spirit  after  the  regulation  made  at  Fort  St.  George  should 
cease,  we  promised  to  give  a  fixed  price  of  120  Ps.  per  garce ,  payable  by 
bills,  for  all  the  good  cargo  rice  which  should  be  delivered  into  store  at 
that  place,  as  a  certain  and  last  resort  to  the  owners,  leaving  them  at  liberty 
to  dispose  of  it  on  better  terms,  by  private  sale,  if  they  had  an  opportunity. 

25.  Long  previous  to  this  we  had  called  before  us  the  captains  of 
all  the  Indiamen  which  are  now  dispatched  to  you,  and  proposed  to  load 

their  ships  with  grain  immediately  for  Madras,  in 
Consultation  27th  hopes  they  might  be  able  to  return  early  enough  to 
eptem  er,  save  the  season  for  Europe,  but  finding  them  averse 

to  this  measure,  on  account  of  the  hazard  of  saving  the  season  and  the 
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certain  strain  of  their  ships  b)  beating  against  the  monsoon,  we  desisted 
from  our  intention.  The  Chesterfield  was  an  exception  to  this  rule. 
Captain  Boswell  informed  us  that  he  was  destined  to  Bombay  and  China 
not  to  Bengal;  we  therefore  ordered  him  to  perform  a  trip  to  Madras  with 
rice  for  the  relief  of  that  garrison,  and  shall  afterwards  send  him  to 
Bombay. 


36.  Notwithstanding  the  liberal  contributions  of  charity  which 
have  been  subscribed  at  this  place  and  the  established  monthly  allowance 
collected  at  Madras  for  the  support  of  the  poor  native  inhabitants  of  that 

settlement  wTe  are  informed  that  our  united  endeavors 
Consultation  27th  have  hitherto  proved  inadequate  to  their  subsistance. 

oCDtcmbcr  ±  ±  * 

as  hundreds  are  daily  expiring  through  want.  Consi¬ 
dering  the  present  extreme  scarcity  of  grain  at  Madras  and  the  increased 
distresses  of  the  people,  which  have  been  described  to  us  in  a  most  affect¬ 
ing  manner,  we  have  opened  a  charitable  subscription  at  every  station  of 
the  army  and  at  each  subordinate  settlement.  We  have  also  taken  upon 
us,  in  order  to  promote  so  laudable  and  humane  a  purpose,  to  subscribe 


Consultation  7th 
October. 


in  the  Company’s  name  50,000  rupees.  By  these 
combined  means  we  hope  to  save  the  lives  of  many 
poor  wretches  who  must  otherwise  perish  in  the  most 


miserable  manner  from  the  famine. 


37.  Having  received  information,  which  we  depended  on  as  authen¬ 
tic,  that  the  Alfred  and  another  ship,  laden  with  grain  at  this  port,  had 

delivered  their  cargoes  at  Tranquebar,  which  were 
TunenSUltatl°n  2#7th  immediately  bought  up  for  the  use  of  the  French 
*  '  troops  at  Cuddalore,  then  reduced  to  the  utmost  dis¬ 

tress,  we  thought  it  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  our  enemies  from  being 
again  supplied  through  the  same  channel,  to  publish  a  prohibition  against 


the  exportation  of  grain  from  Calcutta  to  any  foreign  settlement  whatever. 


Consultation  23rd 
September. 


The  Danish  Government  at  Tranquebar,  receiving 
intelligence  of  this  order,  have  thought  proper  to 
remonstrate  against  it  as  founded  on  a  report  which 


was  totally  groundless,  and  to  represent  the  exigency  of  their  situation  as 
very  critical  and  alarming,  since  they  depended  solely  on  this  country  for 
support.  In  reply  to  their  letter  we  have  informed  them  that  the  prohibi¬ 
tion  was  meant  to  extend  only  to  the  shipping  of  our  own  port,  which 
we  had  a  right  to  command  and  should  certainly  employ  in  the  relief  of 


our  own  establishments  on  the  Coast  preferably  to  all  others,  but  we 
remarked  to  them  that  there  were  at  that  time  vessels  of  their  own  nation 


lying  in  this  river  more  than  sufficient  to  supply  the  wants  of  their  settle¬ 
ment  for  a  long  time  to  come.  On  this  ground  we  also  thought  it  our 
duty  to  refuse  Mr.  Bie,  the  Danish  Chief  at  Fxedericksnagore,  when  he 
applied  to  us  for  permission  to  freight  and  load  English  vessels  with  grain 
for  Tranquebar. 


38.  In  consequence  of  the  orders  enacted  by  the  late  Act  of  Parlia¬ 
ment*,  that  all  supplies  to  His  Majesty’s  ships  in  India  should  be  furnished 
by  the  Company,  we  thought  it  necessary,  as  the  cold  season  which  is 
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os  i 


the  only  time  for  preparing  many  of  the  articles  used  by  the  fleet  was  set 

in,  to  appoint  an  agent  for  this  service,  under  such 
Consultation  28th  regulations  for  his  office  as  might  be  settled  by  you 

°cto  er'  with  the  Navy  Board  in  England.  We  accordingly 

appointed  Mr.  Stephen  Sulivan  to  this  charge. 


og.  A  part  of  the  last  loan  of  20  lacks,  borrowed  for  the  investment 
of  this  year,  being  unappropriated  we  agreed  to  purchase  a  quantity  of 
Lucknow  cloths  which  were  tendered  to  us  for  the  English  market 
as  the  rates  appeared  reasonable.  We  wished  both  to  introduce  a  new' 
manufacture  into  the  investment  and  to  promote  the  production  of  a 
country,  the  interests  of  which  are  so  immediately  connected  with  those 
of  the  Company.  The  present  occasion  was  the  more  favorable  to  our 
design  because  we  understood  that  the  assortment  of  the  goods  would 
bear  a  greater  proportion  of  the  coarser  sort. 


30.  A  proposal  having  been  made  to  us  at  the  same  time  by 
Mr.  Lennox  to  furnish  an  additional  quantity  of  indigo,  fit  for  trans¬ 
portation  to  Europe,  we  authorized  the  Board  of  Trade  to  contract  with 
him  for  700  maunds  for  this  season  under  certain  conditions. 


31.  The  Board  of  Trade,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Becher, 
one  of  their  members,  being  in  doubt  whether  his  vacancy  should  be 
filled  up  immediately  by  the  next  senior  civil  servant  upon  the  spot  or 

kept  open  for  the  arrival  of  one  of  those  gentlemen 
Consultation  25th  whom  you  had  appointed  to  succeed  to  seats  at  that 

Board,  desired  our  opinion  on  this  question.  As 
it  appeared  to  us  by  your  original  orders  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  which  you  must  have  always  had  in  view  in  granting 
any  eventual  appointment  to  it,  that  every  vacancy  ought  to  be  filled  up 
immediately  by  the  senior  servants  present  we  gave  this  decision  upon 
the  point  referred  to  us,  and  Mr.  John  Sumner  has  in  consequence  been 
appointed. 

32.  Mr.  Cottrell  has  signified  his  desire  to  resign  his  seat  in  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  to  proceed  to  Europe,  which,  according  to  a  letter 
we  have  just  received  from  them,  he  will  be  allowed  to  do. 

33.  Having  thought  it  expedient,  as  you  will  observe  by  our  Revenue 
Consultations,  to  re-establish  the  mint  at  Dacca,  we  gave  the  superin¬ 
tendance  of  it  to  Mr.  Becher  who  had  been  appointed  Commercial  Chief 
at  that  station,  and  the  coinage  of  gold  mohurs  and  sicca  rupees  took, 
place  accordingly  under  his  direction.  The  samples  which  he  sent  down 
were  favorably  reported  upon  by  the  Assay  Master,  but  to  our  great  concern 
his  death  prevented  his  carrying  our  design  into  complete  execution. 

I 

34.  Mr.  Tirretta  some  time  ago  laid  before  us  the  plan  of  a  public 
market  which  he  proposed  to  erect  in  the  town  of  Calcutta.  'We  submitted 
it  to  the  Committee  of  Revenue  for  their  opinions,  if  the  grant  applied 
for  would  be  attended  with  any  prejudice  to  the  revenue  or  if  the  design 
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appeared  to  them  in  any  wise  objectionable.  Upon  the  recommendation 

of  the  Committee  we  have  agreed  to  allow  Mr.  Tirretta 
Consultation  26th  to  establish  a  pubic  market  place  with  proper  build- 
Septcmber.  ings  upQn  jt  f0r  stalls,  and  the  Committee  is  directed 

to  conclude  the  necessary  agreements  with  him  accordingly. 


35.  We  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  proposing  a  regulation  to 
be  passed  into  a  bye  law  for  the  restriction  of  shops  allowed  to  retail 

spirituous  liquors3  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  town. 

Consultation  26th  Arrack  shops  had  become  so  numerous  and  licentious 

ugus  ’  that  they  were  grown  into  a  perfect  nuisance.  Some 

were  established  even  within  the  precincts  of  the  hospital,  and  the 
enticement  held  out,  in  all  parts  of  the  town  and  its  precincts,  to  licen¬ 
tiousness  and  intoxication  in  the  soldiers  of  the  garrison  had  proved  so 
ruinous  to  the  constitutions  of  the  few  Europeans  who  composed  this 
corps  that  we  thought  it  high  time  to  put  a  stop  to  such  a  destructive 
evil  by  placing  the  shops  under  proper  control  and  regulation.  The 
heads  for  a  bye  law  will  be  seen  in  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin. 


36.  You  will  receive  by  this  packet  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  the 
Chief  Justice,  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  which  he  has  thought  it  necessary  to  write 
in  consequence  of  one  which  he  understands  your  Secret  Committee 
received  from  Mr.  Francis,  under  date  the  3rd  of  April  1779.  The  Chief 
Justice  in  sending  this  address  to  you,  with  the  several  affidavits  which 

accompany  it,  through  our  channel  left  it  open  for 
our  perusal  and  requested  that  a  copy  of  the  affidavits 
might  be  entered  in  our  proceedings,  which  has  been 
In  his  letter  to  us  he  has  also  touched  another  subject 
arising  from  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Sudder  Dewanne  Adawlut.  This  we  have  taken  up 
more  at  large  in  our  letter  from  the  Revenue  Department. 


Consultation  19th 
August. 

accordingly  done. 

Consultation  4th 
November. 


37.  When  we  thought  it  necessary,  in  obedience  to  your  orders, 
to  stop  the  extra  allowance  granted  to  Sir  John  Day,  your  Advocate 

General,  which  yo-u  disapproved  of,  he  relied  so  much 
General  Letter  upon  your  more  favorable  consideration  of  his  case, 

7  '  when  it  should  come  before  you,  as  stated  in  his 
letters  and  referred  to  you  by  us,  that  he  solicited  to  have  the  allowance 
continued  to  him  in  the  interim;  we  offered  to  comply  with  his  request 
provided  he  would  sign  an  obligation  to  refund  the  amount  which  he 

might  receive  in  case  of  your  confirming  your  former 

and^uwunef  13th  or^ers-  Not  chusing  at  that  time  to  sign  to  such  a 
;  *  condition  the  allowance  continued  to  be  withheld 

from  him,  but  having  since  signified  his  acquiescence  in  our  proposal 
and  executed  an  instrument  by  which  he  binds  himself  to  repay  the 
amount  that  may  be  issued  to  him  on  account  of  this  extra  allowance 
if  you  further  disapprove  of  it,  and  in  consequence  of  your  orders  for 
that  purpose  a  demand  shall  be  made  on  him  for  the  same  within  the 
period  of  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  present  dispatch,  we  took 
the  suspension  of  it  and  ordered  the  arrears  likewise  to  be  paid  to 
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him.  We  therefoie  wait  your  ultimate  decision  on  this  point,  and  rec 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  us  your  orders  in  time  to  pro< 
their  due  effect. 

38.  You  will  find  by  our  proceedings  in  the  Department  of  In; 
tion  that  we  had  been  necessitated  to  make  considerable  retrench! 
in  the  charges  contained  in  the  accounts  of  General  Goddard.  We 
also  reason  to  disapprove  of  the  great  premium  which  he  paid  to 
shroffs  for  passing  his  bills  on  this  Government  as  it  defeated  aur  er 
vors  to  make  remittances  to  the  Mslsbir  coast  from  hence  at  a  mode 
rate  of  exchange.  We  therefore  forbade  him  positively  to  grant 
further  drafts  on  us,  and  desired  he  would  depend  upon  our  endea 
only  for  his  supplies.  He  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  our  orders 
letter  dated  ist  of  May  last,  and  promised  to  adhere  to  them.  I 
that  period  we  have  made  considerable  remittances  by  bills  to  Bombay 
General  Goddard,  notwithstanding  his  promise,  has  continued  to  < 
upon  us  at  the  same  unfavorable  rate  of  exchange  to  which  he  had 
merly  yielded.  We  thought  it  equitable  therefore  to  debit  his  accoun 
the  difference  between  this  rate  and  the  exchange  at  which  bills  were 
curable  here,  not  chusing  to  throw  a  discredit  upon  his  station  or 
own  transaction  by  refusing  to  accept  his  drafts. 

I 

39.  We  had  transmitted  particular  directions  to  General  God 
from  the  Inspection  Department  for  curtailing  the  enormous  charg< 
his  detachment,  and  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  if  his  atter 
could  have  been  confined  to  that  particular  object  he  would  have 
able  to  effect  considerable  savings  to  the  Company,  but  the  sup< 
command  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  by  you  so  far  removed 
from  the  immediate  charge  of  the  Bengal  Detachment  and  from 
separate  and  sole  authority  and  controul  that  we  found  it  incompa 
with  our  views  of  oeconomy,  after  the  service  for  which  he  had 
specially  appointed  to  the  command  of  our  detachment  had  termin 
by  a  peace  with  the  Marattas,  to  continue  him  in  it.  We  had  it  like 
in  contemplation  to  recall  the  detachment  to  Bengal  as  soon  as  cir< 
stances  would  admit  of  it,  the  Presidency  of  Bombay  having  enterta 
a  force  fully  adequate  to  their  own  necessities  independantly  of  this  o 
which  being  on  a  different  establishment  was  of  course  more  expei 
than  home  raised  troops;  and  we  consider  it  also  material  to  efface 
prejudices  of  the  native  troops  to  foreign  service  by  allowing  the 
who  composed  this  detachment  and  had  been  long  absent  from  i 
country  and  connections  to  return  and  enjoy  the  benefits  we  prop 
for  them. 

40.  For  the  above  several  reasons  we  appointed  Colonel  Ch 
Morgan,  the  officer  who  had  succeeded  Colonel  Parker  in  the  ran 
second  in  command  of  the  detachment,  to  relieve  General  Goddar 
the  chief  command  of  it.  We  were  actuated  in  this  measure  purely 
regard  for  the  public  interests.  We  could  place  a  stronger  relianc 
the  endeavors  of  an  officer  in  the  immediate  command  of  the  dei 
ment  who  was  entirely  subordinate  to  our  own  authority  and  respon 
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in  a  higher  degree  for  the  due  accomplishment  of  our  wishes,  because 
his  constant  residence  with  the  troops  and  the  uninterrupted  attention 
which  he  could  give  to  the  duties  of  his  station  enabled  him  to  watch  the 
progress  of  his  orders  and  to  guide  them  in  their  issue.  Colonel  Morgan’s 
first  offer  of  his  services  to  join  the  detachment  at  Bombay,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  was  appointed  thither,  is  entered  in  Consultation  7th  Sep¬ 
tember  1781;  and  on  his  late  promotion  he  pledged  himself  to  us,  in  the 
strongest  manner,  to  effect  every  possible  reduction  of  expence  which 
could  be  made.  In  the  event  of  the  return  of  these  troops  it  could  never 
be  expected  that  General  Goddard  should  quit  his  superior  station  of 
Commander  in  Chief  ai  Bombay  to  accompany  them. 

41.  We  are  thus  particular  on  this  subject  because  General  Goddard 
seems  to  conceive  it  a  great  hardship  that  he  should  be  deprived  of  the 
command  of  the  detachment  in  favor  of  another,  and  has  written  us  a 
strong  remonstrance  against  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Morgan.  We 
trust  however  that,  on  a  candid  review  of  our  motives  and  proceedings, 
we  shall  not  be  taxed  with  injustice  to  General  Goddard,  with  inatten¬ 
tion  to  your  special  appointment  of  that  officer  nor  with  partiality  towards 
his  successor  Colonel  Morgan,  because  we  are  conscious  that  neither  of 
these  principles  had  the  least  influence  upon  our  conduct. 


42.  The  particular  savings  of  expence  as  far  as  we  are  yet  able 
to  ascertain  them  will  appear  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Inspec¬ 
tion.  We  ha\e  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Morgan  informing  us  that 
he  had  ordered  700  of  the  carriage  bullocks  to  be  sold  and  should  dispose 
of  many  of  the  camels  as  soon  as  he  could  do  it  with  advantage. 


43.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  General  Goddard  containing 
applications  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Anneslie  Baillie  of  the  artillery, 

and  Captain  D.  Watherston  of  the  infantry  for  per- 
Consultation  i<)ih  mission  to  resign  the  Company’s  service  and  proceed 
.  ovem  ei.  t0  England,  the  latter  for  the  benefit  of  his  health, 

of  the  weak  state  of  which  he  produce[d]  a  certificate,  and  the  former 
though  he  alledged  ill  health  as  a  secondary  cause  seems  to  have  been 
principally  urged  to  his  resignation  by  Colonel  Morgan's  appointment. 

44.  Mr.  Petrie  who  had  taken  his  passage  for  Europe  in  the 

Dartmouth  quitted  that  ship  at  Fort  St.  George  where 
Consultation  17th  she  was  unexpectedly  detained  a  long  time  and  re¬ 
turned  here;  on  his  arrival  he  petitioned  to  be 
readmitted  into  the  service  with  his  former  rank  which  we  accordingly 
agreed  to. 


45.  Mr.  John  Stormonth,  a  surgeon  in  your  service,  who  was  a 
passenger  on  board  the  Dartmouth  proceeding  to  England  for  his  health, 
after  the  loss  of  the  ship  returned  to  this  place.  On  his  petition  we 
have  readmitted  him  to  his  rank,  and  in  consideration  of  his  misfortune 
have  granted  him  the  arrears  of  pay  which  would  have  been  due  to 
Mm  had  he  remained  in  Bengal. 
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46.  Mr.  G.  M.  Kenderdine,  who  was  ordered  to  proceed  as  s 

of  the  Resolution  to  Europe  since  the  return 
Consultation  f,oth  ship,  has  desired  to  be  excused  from  this  du 
Septem  er.  admitted  to  his  former  station  in  the  service, 

we  have  also  complied  with. 

47.  The  Warren  being  in  want  of  a  surgeon  we  ac 
Mr.  Thomas  Morris,  assistant  surgeon,  to  proceed  in  charge  c 

office,  and  in  consequence  of  the  urgency  of  tl 
S6th  Septem  er.  allowed  him  to  draw  his  pay  and  batta  upc 

establishment  until  his  arrival  in  Great  Britain,  from  which  tii 
owners  of  the  ship  are  to  be  at  such  further  charge  as  he  may  be  i 
to  demand. 


48.  Many  of  the  officers  whom  you  have  lately  restored 
service  after  spending  several  years  in  England  have  returned 
country  and  immediately  laid  claim  to  the  first  vacant  commands 
their  rank  gave  them  a  title  to,  in  preference  to  those  officers  who 
junior  on  the  list  of  the  army  had,  by  a  continued  series  of  ser 
India,  risen  to  be  next  in  succession  to  such  commands  before  the 
of  the  senior  officers,  and  from  a  longer  period  of  actual  duty  p< 
better  pretentions  to  them.  We  have  therefore  thought  it  neces 
establish  it  as  a  rule  that  every  officer  returning  from  England 
he  retain  his  original  rank  shall  forfeit  his  title  of  preference  to 
commands,  unless  his  period  of  actual  service  in  India,  deductii 
of  his  absence  from  the  date  of  his  resignation  till  his  retui 
allowing  %  years’  grace  for  such  as  have  been  at  home  for  their 
shall  be  equal  to  that  of  the  officers  next  in  regular  succession  t< 
commands. 


49.  Lieutenant  Edward  Dawson,  who  commands  the  Cadet 
having  been  represented  to  us  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  as  pe 
fit  for  that  arduous  and  invidious  station,  and  recommended  to  u 
allowed  the  brevet  rank  of  captain  so  essential  to  adding  weight 
authority  and  command,  we  accordingly  promoted  him  but  confii 
rank  to  the  corps  which  he  commanded,  and>  forbade  his  being  en 
on  any  service  where  he  would  take  precedence  or  command  o 
subalterns  who  were  by  right  his  seniors  on  the  establishment. 

50.  This  officer  has  since  been  involved  in  a  dispute  with  ( 
Foster,  an  officer  lately  deceased,  which  from  the  circumstances  ati 
the  progress  and  issue  of  it  we  are  sorry  to  say  was,  in  some  ir 
disgraceful  to  both  parties.  Captain  Dawson  was  tried  by  a 
courlmartial  and  sentenced  to  be  cashiered.  On  a  perusal  of  tl 

ceedings  of  the  court,  which  for  that  reas 

D<Semberat^°n  recommend  to  your  attention,  though  we  cot 

acquit  him  we  conceived  the  judgement  ha: 
unmerited,  and  therefore  withheld  our  approbation  of  it. 

51.  The  Commander  in  Chief  having  applied  for  leave  of 
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Consultation  15th 
July. 


tion  for  Ensign  Holdcroft,  who  was  under  the  necessity  of  soliciting 

this  indulgence  to  avoid  the  disgrace  of  being  tried 
and  cashiered  by  a  general  courtmartial,  we  accord¬ 
ingly  granted  it,  but  we  think  it  necessary  to  be 
particularly  pointed  in  notifying  this  circumstance  to  you  lest  Mr.  Hold¬ 
croft  should  at  any  future  period,  when  the  memory  of  his  offence  may 
have  been  obliterated  from  all  but  his  own  mind,  petition  to  be  again 
restored  to  the  service,  as  having  only  resigned  it  upon  some  casual  plea 
which  no  longer  existed,  instances  having  happened  of  officers  quitting 
the  service  from  a  similar  cause  and  watching  an  opportunity  shortl\ 
after  to  return  to  it,  when  by  being  appointed  to  a  different  corps  they 
have  evaded  the  trial  and  disgrace  which  they  had  been  afraid  to  meet. 


52.  The  attornies  of  Mr.  Bar  well  applied  to  us  for  payment  of  the 
bills  of  exchange  which  had  been  drawn  on  you  from  hence  in  his  favor 

(£30,000),  they  being  returned  protested;  they  also 
Consultation  24th  demanded  the  interest  due  upon  the  amount  from 

the  date  of  the  bills  until  others  should  be  granted. 
We  ordered  newr  bills  to  be  made  out  in  conformity  to  your  orders 
and  were  under  the  necessity  of  complying  with  their  requisition  for 
interest. 

Consultation  53-  A  similar  application  with  similar  effect  has 

November.  been  made  to  us  by  the  attorney  of  Mr.  Francis. 


54.  A  particular  request  having  been  made  of  us  to  grant  bills 

of  exchange  upon  you  for  a  small  property  which 
October  ltatl°n  a8th  Roberts,  late  of  your  Court,  had  remaining  in  this 

country  wre  could  not  refuse  our  acquiescence  and  bills 
will  accordingly  be  given  to  his  agent  for  the  same. 


55.  Mr.  Donaldson,  agent  for  the  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Stewart, 
has  represented  to  us  the  distressful  situation  of  that  lady  from  being 

.  unable  to  draw  home  the  property  of  her  deceased 

NovemberatI°n  husband  which  remains  in  this  country.  It  appears 

that  she  petitioned  your  Court  for  permission  to  remit 
£1500  every  season  through  the  Company’s  cash  until  the  whole  should 
be  realized  in  England.  This  you  granted  her  for  one  year,  but  your 
order  to  us  has  not  been  repeated.  We  have  nevertheless  agreed  to 
indulge  her  with  bills  for  this  season.  All  these  bills  will  be  drawn, 
according  to  your  directions,  by  the  latter  ships  of  the  season. 

56.  Some  of  the  commanders  of  your  ships  have  applied  to  us  to 
extend  the  usual  privilege  of  certificates  to  which  they  are  entitled  for 
money  paid  into  our  treasury,  but  we  thought  it  proper  to  refuse  our 
complyance  on  account  of  the  heavy  drafts  which  would  necessarily  be 
made  on  you  in  payment  of  the  loan  for  the  investment. 

57.  Captain  Jonathan  Court,  commanding  the  Fox  packet,  from  his 
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long  services  snd  station  in  youi  service,  being  under  differentiae]  circum¬ 
stances,  we  have  granted  him  certificates  for  the  amount  of  the  ordinary 
privilege  possessed  by  the  commanders  of  your  Indiamen,  which  he  was 
particularly  desirous  of  obtaining  for  the  purpose  of  remitting  money  to 
complete  the  shares  of  his  ship.  We  have  also  allowed  him  to  pay  in  the 
amount  due  on  his  certificates  for  his  former  voyage  in  the  Prince  of 
Wales. 

58.  Mr.  G-.  G.  Townsend,  late  2nd  officer  of  the  Fox  packet,  having, 
as  he  informs  us,  been  robbed  of  the  certificates  which  were  granted  him 
for  the  amount  of  his  privilege  we  agreed  to  give  him  others  on  condition 
of  his  indemnifying  the  Company  against  the  appearance  of  the  former, 
which  he  declares  were  not  endorsed  by  him. 


59.  Messrs.  Uhtoff,  Fawcett,  Broughton  and  Crow,  writers  on  the 
Bombay  establishment,  having  been  brought  by  the  Chesterfield  to  this 

place  and  no  immediate  opportunity  offering  for  them 

October Uad0n  ?th  to  obt.ain  a  Passa§e  to  Bombay  we  have  employed 

them  in  the  Secretary’s  office,  and  granted  them  an 

allowance  of  300  rupees  per  month  each  to  defray  their  necessary 
expences. 

60.  The  following  officers  have  resigned  the  Company's  service  in 

order  to  return  to  England  by  the  ships  of  this  season, 
viz.,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jacob  Camac;  Major  William 
Jones;  Major  Moses  Crawford;  Captain  James  Smith 
for  the  adjustment  of  his  private  affairs;  Lieutenant 
P.  Combauld  to  receive  the  pension,  being  invalided. 

61.  Having  nearly  collected  in  the  Dutch  investment  we  thought  it 
proper  to  dissolve  the  establishments  made  for  that  purpose  at  Patna, 
Dacca  and  Calcapore  and  to  allow  only  one  person  to  remain  at  each 
•until  the  whole  should  be  collected  and  sent  down.  We  hope  soon  to  be 
able  to  ship  it  off  with  a  particular  account  for  your  information,  and 
shall  then  further  reduce  the  establishment  of  the  commissaries. 

62.  We  have  granted  permission  to  Mr.  Ross,  late  Director  at  Chin- 
surah,  to  take  his  passage  for  Europe,  by  a  neutral  ship,  on  his  parole  of 
honor. 

63.  We  have  thought  it  necessary  to  send  Monsieur  Dupare,  a 
French  prisoner  of  war,  on  board  the  Mulgrave  to  be  conveyed  to  Eng¬ 
land.  He  has  been  some  time  under  restraint  here  on  suspicion  of  having 
instigated  the  lascars  to  mutiny  on  board  the  Resolution ,  Captain  Poynt- 
ing,  in  which  ship  he  arrived  here  from  Madras,  and  because  his  papers, 
which  were  searched,  contained  many  things  improper  for  a  prisoner  of 
war  to  take  notes  of  or  to  relate,  and  that  they  were  intended  for  circula¬ 
tion  is  strongly  presumed  from  the  number  of  copies  which  he  had  taken 
wi  ih  his  own  hand. 


Consultation  14  th 
October. 

Consultation  7th 
October. 
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64.  We  have  ordered  the  Dutch  prisoners  of  war,  who  remained  in 
confinement  here,  to  be  distributed  on  the  ships  now  under  dispatch,  and 
lists  of  them  will  be  forwarded  to  you  by  each  ship  on  which  they 
embark. 

65.  The  Commissioners  at  Chinsura  have  stated  to  us  a  claim  of 
considerable  amount  which  in  justice  was  due  from  Mr.  Rader  Maker, 
late  Chief  of  the  Dutch  factory  at  Patna,  on  account  of  advances  charged 
in  his  accounts  for  the  opium  alloted  to  that  Company  and  consequently 
received  by  him  from  the  Dutch  funds  but  not  actually  paid.  We  have 
ordered  the  amount  to  be  demanded  from  him,  and  in  our  next  we  mean 
to  give  you  a  more  particular  account  of  this  affair. 

66.  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  who  had  been  appointed  to  the  superin¬ 
tendance  of  the  court  of  justice  established  for  the  conveniency  of  the 
conquered  settlements  at  Chinsurah,  has  thought  proper  to  resign  this 
station,  conceiving  that  his  holding  it  might  be  deemed  incompatible  with 
his  duty  as  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  We  have  requested  that  he 
will  continue  in  the  functions  of  it  for  a  short  time  until  we  shall  be 
able  to  form  such  arrangements  as  may  prevent  any  inconvenience  from 
his  giving  it  up. 

67.  The  dispatches  from  the  Board  of  Trade  being  this  instant  sent 
in  we  observe  with  surprize,  by  the  20th  paragraph  of  their  letter  to  you, 
dated  the  28th  ultimo,  that  they  give  you  a  caution  which  implies  a 
possible  failure  in  the  investment  now  under  provision,  and  if  suffered  to 
pass  without  further  notice  might  alarm  you  unnecessarily  for  the  amount 
which  will  be  realized  of  the  investment  or  the  debasement  of  its  goods, 
from  the  tardiness  of  our  advances.  We  nevertheless  venture  to  assure 
you  that  no  detriment  shall  be  sustained  on  this  account.  We  believe 
that  several  of  your  members  well  know,  from  local  observation,  that  the 
usual  advances  for  the  provision  of  the  investment  have  never  been  made 
with  any  strict  regularity,  and  that  the  manufactures  have  not  been 
debased  from  this  cause.  The  fact  is  that  many  of  the  payments  which 
we  had  to  receive  from  the  subscribers  were  made  by  transfers  of  demands 
which  they  had  upon  our  treasury,  and  of  course  the  money  never  came 
into  our  hands,  but  the  Board  of  Trade  have  had  orders  in  their  posses¬ 
sion  upon  the  treasury  for  the  amount  of  the  advances  due  to  them,  and 
these  have  been  liquidated  as  fast  as  our  means  would  admit  of  it,  which 
upon  the  whole  you  will  find  has  not,  by  any  means,  been  comparatively 
tardy.  Particular  accounts  of  the  advances  made  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  the  course  of  this  season  and  of  the  last  make  numbers  in  the  packet 
for  your  observation. 

68.  By  the  account  for  the  present  season  it  appears  that  the  Board 
Trade  have  received  from  us,  in  a  period  of  less  than  4  months,  the 

sum  of  current  rupees  5 1  >68,384,  which  is  not  very  far  short  of  the  pro¬ 
portions  which  are  due  to  them,  and  greatly  exceeds  any  payments  made 
to  them  in  a  much  longer  space  of  time  last  season.  The  rigid  steps 
which  we  found  it  necessary  to  adopt  to  render  this  investment  a  profitable 
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concern  to  the  Company  after  payment  of  the  drafts  which  will  he 
made  upon  it,  might  induce  the  Board  of  Trade  to  expect  the  strictest 
punctuality  on  our  side  in  issuing  the  advances  for  it,  and  we  fancy  has 
given  rise  to  their  remarks  though  the  failure  was  inconsiderable  and 
unavoidable, 

69.  In  our  letter  per  Osierly  dated  goth  November  1778,  we  took  the 
liberty  of  mentioning  to  you  that  the  Accomptant  General  to  the  Revenue 
Department  had  thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  point  out  to  us  the 
merits  of  Mr.  Thomas  Ivory,  who  had  long  been  employed  under  him, 
and  we  mentioned  Mr.  Ivory  as  being  a  person  worthy  to  be  received  into 
your  service.  It  is  now  near  ten  years  that  he  served  in  that  office,  during 
which  time  he  has  conducted  himself  with  the  greatest  assiduity  and  has 
shewn  the  most  unwearied  attention  to  business.  We  cannot  help  again 
recommending  Mr.  Dory  to  your  notice  and  we  hope  that  you  will  do 
him  the  honor  to  appoint  him  a  writer  on  this  establishment;  it  will  be 
a  reward  he  has  been  long  ambitious  to  acquire  for  his  past  services,  and 
will  add  to  your  list  of  servants  one  who,  we  are  convinced,  will  do  credit 
to  our  recommendation.4 


Board  of  Ordnance 

Paragraphs  to  be  inserted  in  the  General  Letter  to  the 
Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors 


78.  We  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  ledger  of  the 

Ordnance  Department  for  1780/1,  and  a  general  return 
■  of  the  ordnance  and  military  stores  which  remained 

in  the  several  magazines  and  that  were  attached  to  the 


corps  composing  the  army  on  this  establishment  the  30th  April  1781, 

with  an  account  of  short  deliveries  of  military  stores 
^°*  imported  by  the  ships  Hinchinbrooke ,  Blandford , 

Mulgrave ,  Deptford  and  Tartar . 


79.  We  also  transmit  an  indent  for  certain  articles  required  by  the 

Agent  for  the  manufacture  of  gun  powder  for  the 
8*  use  of  the  works  under  his  direction,  with  instructions 

1  °‘  9‘  which  he  has  drawn  out  for  the  gentleman  superin¬ 

tending  the  Canon  Company’s  works  for  casting  [the]  six  iron  sylinders 
included  in  his  application.  We  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  order 
the  supply  of  these  articles  by  the  first  opportunity;  we  are  induced  to 
make  this  request  earnestly  on  account  of  the  necessity  there  is  of  afford¬ 
ing  the  Agent  every  assistance  in  our  power  to  enable  him  to  answer 
the  heavy  calls  upon  him  for  powder  for  our  own  consumption  and  store, 
and  for  supplying  Fort  Si.  George  and  His  Majesty’s  fleet. 


Fort  William, 

7th  December  1782. 


We  are  etc. 
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ENCLOSURE  i 
(Vide  paragraph  36) 

To  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors. 

[1]  I  have  the  honour  of  inclosing  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
understand  was  written  to  your  Select  Committee  by  Philip  Francis  Esqr., 
late  a  Counsellor  of  this  Presidency.  If  I  am  irregular  in  my  corres¬ 
pondence  I  hope  you  will  attribute  it  to  my  anxiety  to  refute,  in  the 
most  open  manner,  insinuations  contained  therein,  which  are  levelled 
at  my  reputation  by  innuendoes  which  cannot  and  which  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  misunderstood.  This  I  am  confident  you  will  think  fully  done  to 
your  complete  conviction  by  the  two  affidavits  which  I  have  annexed 
thereto. 

[2]  To  the  truth  of  those  affidavits,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  me,  and 
that  everything  is  set  forth  therein  which  can  in  any  wise  concern  me 
I  am  ready  to  add  my  own  oath. 

[3]  I  have  requested  your  Governor  General  and  Council  to  record 
the  whole  on  their  proceedings,  and  have  taken  the  liberty  of  addressing 
the  Court  of  Directors,  at  large,  rather  than  your  Select  Committee  to 
which  Mr.  Francis  has  addressed  his  letter,  that  I  may  have  as  full  a 
reparation  for  the  injury,  which  has  been  done  me,  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  will  admit,  by  bringing  to  a  more  public  attention  not  only  my 
own  vindication  but  both  the  spirit  and  mode  with  which  the  gentleman 
has  practised  the  conveying  secret  informations,  much  more  calculated  to 
defame  than  to  accuse,  to  instill  suspicion  than  to  establish  guilt. 

[4]  That  the  reparation  cannot  be  adequate  to  the  injury  I  have 
received,  I  have  to  lament.  The  writer  of  that  letter  knew  as  well  as  I  do 
the  force  of  first  impressions,  the  weakness  of  defences  made  at  a  distant 
period  and  the  improbability  of  their  being  read  candidly,  or  even  coming 
to  the  hands  of  all  who  have  imbibed  prejudices. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 

Calcutta,  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

8th  August  178^.  (Signed)  E.  Impey. 


ENCLOSURE  2 

To  the  Honourable  Governor  General  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Council. 

Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

[1]  1  hereby  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter 


Elijah  Impey 
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which  has  lately  come  to  my  hands,  the  original  of  which  I  understand 
was  written  by  Philip  Francis  Esqr.,  late  a  member  of  your  Honourable 
Board,  to  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  with  the  intent 
of  fixing  on  me  the  imputation  of  what  I  esteem  the  meanest  species  of 
corruption;  when  you  have  perused  it  you  will  not  be  surprized  at  my 
anxiety  to  refute  the  insinuations  contained  in  it,  which  is  fully  done 
by  the  affidavits  which  I  have  caused  to  be  annexed  to  it.  To  those 
affidavits,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  me,  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  add  my 
own  confirmation  on  oath. 

[2]  It  being  necessary  to  communicate  the  copy  of  Mr.  Francis’s  letter 
to  Messrs.  Fraser  and  Bayne  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  their  affidavits 
in  answer  to  such  parts  of  the  letter  as  concerned  me,  they  have  desired 
to  add  to  their  affidavits  such  matters  as  they  have  thought  necessary  to 
clear  away  imputations  which  they  think  cast  on  them  by  the  same  letter, 
and  to  deny  some  facts  positively  asserted  therein. 

[3]  I  have  likewise  written  a  letter,  in  which  these  are  inclosed,  to 
the  Court  of  Directors,  which  I  send  to  you  unsealed.  The  purpose  of 
this  part  of  my  address  to  you  is  to  request  that  you  wrill,  after  having 
read  the  whole,  replace  the  several  inclosures,  seal  it  and  permit  it  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Court  of  Directors  by  your  next  dispatch  for  Europe, 
and  if  it  be  not  irregular  that  copies  of  the  whole  may  be  entered  on 
your  proceedings. 

[4]  I  have  learnt  from  report,  but  not  from  any  letters  which  I 
have  received  from  England,  that  the  same  gentleman  has  accused  me 
before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  having  committed  an 
offence  against  the  Act  of  the  13th  of  His  present  Majesty,  by  having 
accepted  as  a  compromise  with  the  Governor  General  from  your  Honour¬ 
able  Board  the  office  of  judge  of  the  Suddur  Dewanny  Adawlut  with  a 
large  salary  annexed  thereto.  The  acceptance  of  the  salary  and  not  of 
the  office  I  suppose  to  be  charged  as  the  crime. 

[5]  The  Governor  General  and  Council  are  individually  subjected 
to  the  same  restrictions,  with  regard  to  emoluments,  in  the  same  clauses 
in  the  Act  and  by  the  same  words  as  the  judges.  Yet  two  of  the  Counsellors 
(one  within  a  year  after  the  Act  past  and  before  he  proceeded  to  Bengal) 
have  been  appointed  openly  by  the  East  India  Company  Commanders 
in  Chief  of  the  forces  in  India  with  considerable  salaries,  and  have  received 
and  enjoyed  their  salaries.  I  could  not  imagine  after  an  office  with  a 
salary  had  been  thus  accepted  by  gentlemen  under  the  same  restrictions 
as  I  am,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  King’s  ministers,  of  the  Parliament 
and  of  the  whole  nation,  and  ‘after  they  were  suffered  to  receive  the 
emoluments  of  their  offices  without  molestation,  that  the  acceptance  of 
an  office  of  great  trust  and  real  business,  though  with  a  salary,  could  be 
deemed  illegal  in  me.  For  I  cannot  conceive,  if  the  Statute  prohibits  a 
Counsellor  from  accepting  an  office  with  emoluments,  that  the  appoint¬ 
ment  having  been  made  publickly  and  notoriously  could  alter  the  essence 
of  the  fact  itself  and  except  it  out  of  the  law;  though  as  this  past  not 
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only  without  censure,  but  with  the  full  acquiescence  of  His  Majesty's 
ministers,  the  Parliament  and  the  nation  at  large,  it  was  surely  reasonable 
to  infer  that  it  was  never  esteemed  to  be  within  the  Act. 

[6]  But  though  I  never  entertained  an  idea  of  its  being  an  offence 
against  the  Act  I  had  scruples,  frcto  other  motives,  against  applying  the 
salary  to  my  own  use  until  the  whole  circumstances  of  the  business  should 
be  perfectly  knowrn  in  England  by  those  whose  esteem  for  my  character 
and  conduct  I  was  anxious  to  preserve,  and  by  whose  judgments  I  was 
resolved  to  be  guided  as  to  the  propriety  of  retaining  the  emoluments  of 
the  office.  With  this  resolution  I  apprized  you  by  a  letter,  which  I 
addressed  to  you  on  the  5th  of  July  1781,  the  first  I  had  the  honor  of 
writing  to  you  after  you  had  annexed  a  salary  to  the  office;  to  which 
letter  and  your  answer  to  it  of  the  same  date  I  take  the  liberty  to  refer 
you.  On  the  same  principles  I  had,  long  before  writing  that  letter 
to  you,  and  immediately  after  my  acceptance  of  the  office  in  October 
1780,  and  before  any  salary  was  annexed  to  it,  informed  the  Lord  High 
Chancellor  of  the  appointment.  Sometime  in  January  1781,  it  was  com¬ 
municated  to  me  by  your  Secretary  that  you  had  been  pleased  to  annex 
a  salary  of  5,000  sicca  rupees  to  the  office  of  this.  And  with  my  resolu¬ 
tion  not  to  apply  the  salary  to  my  own  use,  if  it  should  be  thought 
improper,  I  informed  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  and  His  Majesty’s 
Attorney  General  by  letters  dated  in  April  1781,  and  having  for  that 
purpose  procured  copies  from  your  office  of  all  your  proceedings,  relative 
as  well  to  the  provincial  as  Sudder  Dewannee  Adawluts,  I  forwarded  them 
in  the  same  letters  to  England.  These  several  letters  were  sent,  by  the 
first  conveyance,  from  hence  after  each  respective  event  had  taken  place. 
I  wrote  on  the  same  subject  and  in  the  same  manner  to  many  of  my 
friends. 

[7]  I  did  not  write  to  His  Majesty’s  Secretaries  of  State  because  as 
the  whole  of  your  proceedings  must  be  transmitted  to  one  of  them  these 
amongst  the  rest  must  have  come  efficiently  before  them,  and  could  not 
escape  their  notice,  though  mixed  with  other  voluminous  matter,  if  they 
had  given  occasion  either  for  censure  or  doubt  respecting  the  propriety 
of  it. 


[8]  As  your  proceedings  in  the  course  of  business  would  not  only 
be  subjected  to  the  East  India  Company  but  to  His  Majesty’s  Secretarys 
of  State,  as  I  had  disclosed  the  whole  to  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  and 
His  Majesty’s  Attorney  General,  and  as  the  duties  of  the  office  were  per¬ 
formed  publickly,  I  must  know  that  this  transaction  could  not  be  kept 
a  secret;  from  thence  I  trust  a  fair  deduction  may  be  made  that  I  at 
least  did  not  think  I  was  doing  that  which  was  criminal. 

[9]  Sir  Robert  Chambers,  having  accepted  from  your  Honourable 
Board  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  Chinsurah  with  a  salary  annexed 
thereto,  will  evince  that  his  opinion  did  not  differ  from  mine  with  regard 
to  the  legality  of  the  act. 
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[10]  How  far  publick  utility  weighed  with  me  when  I  took  charge 
of  the  office  may  be  difficult  of  positive  proof,  as  the  chief  evidence  of 
it  must  rest  in  my  own  breast,  I  will  not  therefore  offer  my  own  aver¬ 
ments  and  assurances  on  that  subject,  as  I  cannot  expect  them  to  meet 
with  the  general  credit  which  I  am  conscious  they  deserve.  I  shall 
likewise,  for  similar  reasons,  decline  to  say  anything  myself  of  the  utility 
of  the  office  choosing  to  leave  it  to  the  attestations  of  others  less  biassed, 
and  to  the  known  effects  of  the  appointment;  for  whether  my  having 
regulated  the  office  and  discharged  the  duties  of  it  have  or  have  not  been 
attended  with  labor  to  myself  and  good  to  the  country  your  Honourable 
Board  have  now  full  experience  to  determine;  and  to*  your  candor  I 
refer  it  for  an  impartial  representation  at  home. 

[11]  If  by  compromise  with  the  Governor  General  is  meant  any 
agreement,  express  or  implied,  of  any  kind  whatsoever  that  I  should  at 
all  relax  in  any  matter  which  had  or  was  likely  to  he  contested  between 
the  Governor  General  or  Council  and  the  Supreme  Court,  wThich  is  the 
only  sense  I  can  put  on  the  word,  I  do  most  positively  and  solemnly  deny 
the  charge,  and  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  recollection  of  the  Governor 
General  whether  I  did  not  in  the  course  of  conversations,  when  he  talked 
of  the  expedience  of  the  office  being  placed  in  my  hands,  explain  to  him 
that  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  my  holding  the  office  should  in  the 
least  vary  my  conduct  with  regard  to  the  differences  of  opinion  enter¬ 
tained  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council  and  the  Court,  and  whether 
he  did  not  declare  that  no  such  thing  was  expected,  and  expressed  some 
dissatisfaction  that  I  had  thought  it  necessary  to  use  a  caution  of  that 
nature.  And  to  the  judges  I  appeal  whether,  in  every  case  wherein  such 
differences  of  opinion  were  involved,  I  have  not  since  the  appointment 
persisted  in  the  same  uniform  language  and  conduct  which  I  held  before 
the  appointment.  I  had  indeed  both  before  and  after  the  appointment, 
as  soon  as  the  subjects  of  the  differences  had  been  referred  to  England, 
as  far  as  I  could  consistent  with  what  I  thought  the  duties  of  my  office 
of  Chief  Justice,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  endeavoured  to  prevent  all 
questions  which  might  either  revive  the  old  or  furnish  new  matter  of 
contention  between  the  Governor  General  and  Council  and  the  Court 
from  coming  to  a  public  decision,  that  everything  might  remain  in 
quiet  and  with  as  little  ferment  as  possible  till  a  remedy  from  home 
should  be  applied  to  the  evil.  But  as  this  was  the  rule  of  my  conduct 
as  well  before  as  since  the  appointment  this  I  can  hardly  think  is  intended 
to  be  referred  to  by  the  pretended  compromise. 

[1 2]  It  would  ill  become  me,  after  the  trust  and  confidence  with 
which  you  have  honored  me,  on  account  of  any  obloquy  or  personal  attack 
which  it  may  have  submitted  me  to,  by  abandoning  the  office  before  you 
have  taken  order  about  it  to  replunge  the  administration  of  justice  into 
that  confusion  from  which,  I  flatter  myself,  I  have  in  some  small  degree 
been  the  means  of  rescuing  it.  I  have  therefore  to  this  time  carried  on 
the  civil  business  of  the  office,  which  I  think  I  might  lawfully  do,  as  the 
new  Act  of  Parliament  which  confirms  the  Court  authorizes  it  to  be 
held  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  or  some  committee  thereof 
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or  appointed  thereby.  But  as  it  is  now,  by  that  Acl,  erected  into  a  Court 
of  Record,  and  an  appeal  is  given  from  it  to  His  Majesty  and  it  is  made 
a  Court  of  Criminal  Jurisdiction  for  the  purpose  of  hearing,  trying, 
determining  and  punishing  offences  committed  in  the  collection  ot  the 
revenues,  I  must  submit  to  your  Honourable  Board  whether  it  is  not 
become  necessary  to  take  into  consideration  by  whom  and  in  what  manner 
that  justice,  which  is  now  of  a  criminal  as  well  as  civil  nature,  should  be 
administered,  and  this  leads  me  to  remind  you  more  particularly  that 
the  rules  and  regulations,  already  formed  by  you,  relate  only  to  civil 
suits,  and  that  there  are  none  which  will  apply  to  the  new  criminal 
jurisdiction  now  given  to  the  Court. 

[13]  I  have  before  mentioned  that  I  have  hitherto  carried  on  the 
business  of  the  court  in  the  usual  manner,  but  as  some  time  has  now 
elapsed  since  the  arrival  of  the  new  Act  of  Parliament  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  inform  you  of  what  relates  to  m\self,  as  it  is  connected  as  well 
with  your  public  acts  as  my  own,  and  to  remind  you  of  the  necessity  of 
making  provisions  with  regard  to  the  court. 

[14]  I  shall  for  the  same  reasons,  which  have  prevailed  on  me  to  the 
present  time,  still  continue  to  go  on  with  the  civil  department  of  the 
court,  but  must  decline  hearing,  trying  and  determining  on  any  complaints 
of  a  criminal  nature,  should  any  such  be  preferred  to  the  court,  both 
because  there  are  no  rules  laid  down  for  proceedings  in  such  cases  and 
because  I  do  not  know  it  was  your  intention  that  I  should,  the  holding 
such  jurisdiction  being  totally  different,  in  its  nature  and  consequences, 
from  that  which  you  have  commissioned  me  to  execute. 

[15]  I  must  request  that  the  consideration  of  these  matters  may  be 
brought  before  your  Honourable  Board  on  as  early  a  day  as  yotur  pro¬ 
ceedings  will,  with  convenience,  admit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, 

Calcutta,  Your  very  obedient  humble  servant, 

8th  August  1783.  E.  Impey. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  [delay]  the  sending  in  this  letter  as  Mr.  Bayne 
desired  to  consult  his  papers,  at  Baugnan,  before  he  swore  to  his  affidavit. 

ENCLOSURE  3 

Select  Committee  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the 

East  India  Company. 


Calcutta  3rd  April  1779 

Gentlemen, 

[1]  In  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  the  Governor  General  and 
Council  in  their  Revenue  Department  there  is  one  subject  which,  I  con¬ 
ceive,  deserves  the  particular  attention  of  the  Court  of  Directors.  I  take 


7  DECEMBER  IjSz 


34 1 


this  method  of  recommending  it  through  you  to  their  immediate  consi¬ 
deration,  for  reasons  which  undoubtedly  will  recur  to  you  as  soon  as  you 
are  possessed  of  the  particular  circumstances  that  belong  to  it. 

[2]  On  the  10th  of  October  1777  a  majority  of  the  Board  thought 
hi  to  give  a  contract  for  keeping  the  pools  at  Moorshedabad  in  repair 
for  two  years  to  a  Mr.  Wattel  for  the  sum  of  1,64,800  sicca  rupees.  Of 
this  person  I  can  give  you  no  other  information  than  that  he  is  not  in  the 
Company’s  service,  his  connections  and  situations  in  this  country  are 
equally  unknown  to  me,  but  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  assuring  you  that  the 
contract  is  too  profitable  to  be  given  to  him  for  his  sole  benefit. 


On  the  13th  of  February  1778  the  majority  thought  fit  to  give 
a  contract  for  repairing  the  pools  of  the  district  of  Burdwan  to  a  Mi. 

„  ,  Fraser  for  two  years  for  the  sum  of  1,80,000  sicca 

tion  13th  February  rupees.  Whereas  m  the  settlement  of  that  district, 
1778.  formed  by  Sir  John  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson  and 

myself  for  the  years  1776  and  1777,  the  Rajah’s  officers  had  engaged,  and 
were  bound  to  perform  the  same  service  for  the  sum  of  25,000  sicca 
rupees  per  annum.  Mr.  Fraser  is  an  under  officer  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicatuie,  where  I  understand  he  is  well  provided  for. 
You  are  to  consider  and  judge  of  the  views  and  principles  which  have 
Guided  the  Governor  General  and  Council  in  the  allotment  of  such  a  busi¬ 
ness,  on  terms  of  such  immoderate  profit,  to  a  person  so  circumstanced  as 
you  will  find  Mr.  Fraser  to  be.  If  you  think  fit  to  enquire  into  his  situa¬ 
tions  and  connections,  by  referring  to  the  consultations,  you  will  find  that 
I  have  gone  as  far  in  opposing  the  measure  as  the  delicate  and  personal 
nature  of  the  question,  and  perhaps  my  own  safety,  would  admit  of.  Let 
me  only  assure  you  that  it  concerns  the  Company’s  service  in  a  very  high 

degree. 

[4]  Some  late  resolutions,  still  more  extraordinary  and  questionable, 
than  even  those  taken  in  the  first  instance,  have  brought  these  contracts 
again  into  view.  On  the  29th  of  December  and  2nd  of  February  last, 
it  was  determined  to  give  Mr.  Wattel  and  Mr.  Fraser  a  grant  of  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  their  present  contracts  respectively  for,  three  years  each,  to 
commence  from  the  expiration  of  such  contracts,  that  is,  to  commence  at 
a  time,  when  by  law  the  present  Government  will  have  ceased  to  exist. 

I  am  informed  that  grants  so  circumstanced  are  in  themselves  illegal  and 
void,  and  as  such  Mr.  Wheler  and  I  have  opposed  them.  The  whole 

sum  payable  to  Mr.  Fraser,  out  of  the  Company*  s  trea- 
Revenue  Consulta-  sury,  is  sicca  rupees  4,20,000,  which,  reckoning  the 

Februarvl6wq.  ^  current  rupee  at  two  shillings,  is.  equal  to  £48,^0. 

Besides  this  you  will  observe  that  in  the  second  grant 

Mr.  Fraser  is  authorized  to  execute  certain  additional  works  which  pro¬ 
perly  belong  to  his  contract,  and  to  deliver  in  extra  bills  for  the  same 
upon  honour.  What  such  extra  charge  may  amount  to  or  whether  his 
whole  real  expence  will  not  be  covered  by  this  supplemental  condition  can 
only  be  matter  of  conjecture.  The  objection  to  the  new  clause,  on  the 
face  of  it,  is  that  it  leaves  the  Company  open  to  an  unlimited  charge. 
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The  whole  disbursement  on  account  of  Mr.  Watters  contract  will  be  sicca 
rupees  4,15,000;  £47,795. 

[5]  It  is  for  the  Company  to  consider  whether  they  will  allow  their 
servants  to  bind  them  in  this  manner  for  any  term  of  years  ad  libitum , 
and  to  give  away  their  property  with  such  unbounded  profusion.  It  is 
not  possible,  I  think,  that  the  purposes  to  be  answered  by  so  manifest  a 
sacrifice  of  the  Company’s  interest  to  that  of  individuals  can  be  mistaken. 
In  the  case  of  Mr.  Fraser  the  object  meant  to  be  provided  for  is  sufficiently 
apparent,  and  very  well  understood  in  this  place.  The  continuation  of 
Mr.  Watters  contract,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  is  for  the  use  of  Dr.  Burn 
and  Sir  John  D’Oyly. 

[t>]  If  any  material  change  shall  take  place  in  this  Council,  on  the 
expiration  of  our  present  appointment,  I  should  conceive  that  the  new 
administration  would  think  it  their  duty  to  take  into  immediate  consi¬ 
deration  whether  the  validity  of  the  preceding  grant  ought  not  to  be 
litigated.  But  I  confess  that,  for  my  own  part,  I  should  enter  into  such 
a  litigation  with  great  doubt  and  discouragement,  and  without  a  hope  of 
success  in  any  degree  adequate  to  my  private  opinion  of  the  wrong  which 
the  Company  suffer. 

[7]  The  Court  of  Directors  will  weigh  and  determine  whether  it  be 
not  incumbent  upon  [them]  to  support  their  Government  here  by  the  best 
opinions  taken  in  England,  and  by  precise  instructions  and  positive  orders 
founded  thereupon.  Let  me  only  observe  that  no  time  ought  to  be  lost 
in  sending  out  such  orders  and  instructions  as  they  may  think  the  case 
requires,  and  that  it  is  not  likely  that  individuals  here,  however  upright 
and  irreproachable  in  their  own  conduct,  will  act  steadily  and  resolutely 
on  such  invidious  ground  if  they  are  not  heartily  supported  by  the 
direct  authority  and  most  decided  approbation  of  their  employers. 

[8]  The  grants  given  to  Captain  Macgowan  will  be  brought  before 

#  .  the  Company  by  their  Board  of  Commerce.  I  shall 

8thPUDecembe^rt^77»  t^ere^ore  content  myself  with  referring  you*  to  the 
14th  December  1778,  several  consultation  in  which  those  grants  are 
22nd  March  1779.  recorded,  and  with  assuring  you  that  they  deserve 

your  attention  not  less  than  the  conti'acts  which  are  immediately  the 
subject  of  this  letter. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant, 
(Signed)  P,  Francis. 
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ENCLOSURE  4 

The  affidavit  of  Archibald  Fraser  Esq.,  sworn  before  the 
Honourable  Mr.  Justice  Hyde  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  August 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eightytwo. 

Archibald  Fraser  of  Calcutta  gentleman  maketh  oath  and  says  that 
some  time  in  the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
six  when  John  Mills,  gentleman,  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Police  of  the  town  of  Calcutta  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Alexander  Macraby  Esq.,  brother-in-law,  as  this  deponent  has  heard  and 
believes,  of  Philip  Francis  Esqr,,  late  a  Counsellor  of  this  settlement,  it 
being  rumored  that  the  said  John  Mills  would  not  long  reside  in  Bengal, 
he  this  deponent  by  the  mediation  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey  applied  to  the 
Governor  General  for  his  interest  to  succeed  to  the  office  when  it  should 
become  vacant,  and  was  informed  by  the  said  Sir  Elijah  that  the  Governor 
had  promised  his  interest  when  the  vacancy  should  happen,  and  desired 
that  this  deponent  would,  in  the  mean  time,  employ  himself  in  such 
manner  as  would  instruct  him  to  execute  the  duties  of  the  office;  that  the 
said  John  Mills  having  in  consequence,  as  this  deponent  has  heard  and 
believes,  of  complaints  preferred  against  him  for  offences  in  his  office  by 
the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  been  obliged  to  vacate  his  office,  the 
said  Sir  Elijah  told  this  deponent  that  he  wishes  this  deponent  would 
not  urge  the  Governor  General  to  keep  his  promise  with  regard  to  the 
succession  to  the  said  office,  he,  Sir  Elijah,  then  declaring  that  he  was 
apprehensive  that  if  he,  this  deponent,  succeeded  to  the  vacancy  it  might 
cause  a  suspicion  that  he.  Sir  Elijah,  had  joined  in  preferring  such  com¬ 
plaints  against  the  said  John  Mills  not  from  principles  of  justice,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  serving  the  interest  of  this  deponent  as  this  deponent  is  a 
son  of  the  brother  of  the  mother  of  the  said  Sir  Elijah,  and  then  lived  in 
his  family,  and  that  Sir  Elijah  further  informed  this  deponent  that  he 
had  expressed  the  same  sentiments  to  the  Governor  General,  and  that  the 
Governor  General  had  promised  to  serve  this  deponent  in  some  other 
way.  And  this  deponent  further  says  that  Charles  Stafford  Playdell  Esqr. 
was  appointed  to  the  office  in  the  room  of  the  said  John  Mills.  And 
this  deponent  verily  believes  if  Sir  Elijah  Impey  had  not  for  these  reasons, 
desired  this  deponent  to  waive  the  promises  so  made  by  the  Governor 
General  he,  this  deponent,  should  have  succeeded  to  the  said  office.  And 
this  deponent  further  says  that  some  time  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven,  or  the  beginning  of  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight  this  deponent  was  informed 
that  he  had  been  appointed  to  the  office  of  the  Coroner  of  this  town,  but 
that  he,  this  deponent,  disliking  the  nature  of  the  attendance  in  such 
office,  and  not  being  sufficiently  instructed  in  law  with  the  duties  of  the 
same,  did  beg  leave  to  decline  the  acceptance  of  such  office.  That  soon 
after,  but  on  what  particular  day  this  deponent  at  this  distance  of  time 
cannot  say,  George  Bogle  Esqr.,  now  deceased,  came  to  this  deponent 
who  was  then  alone  in  his  bed  chamber,  and  advised  this  deponent  to 
make  proposals  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council  for  a  contract  to 
keep  the  Government  pools  of  the  Burdwaun  District  in  repair  for  the 
space  of  two  years,  and  the  said  George  Bogle  then  acquainted  this 
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deponent  that  by  the  neglect  of  the  said  pools  for  the  two  preceding  years 
an  adequate  sum  (as  the  said  George  Bogie  said)  not  having  been  allowed 
they  were  in  a  very  ruinous  condition,  and  that  he,  the  said  George  Bogle, 
suggested  to  this  deponent  in  what  terms  it  would  be  proper  to  make 
proposals  for  the  said  contract,  and  did  at  the  same  time  recommend  that 
John  Baynes,  gentleman  whom  he  the  said  George  Bogle  recommended  as 
a  person  well  skilled  in  such  business,  to  be  agent  to  this  deponent  for  the 
carrying  the  said  contract  into  execution.  That  he  this  deponent  did  on 
the  next  day,  and  before  he  acceded  to  the  said  proposition,  acquaint  Sir 
Elijah  Impey  with  what  had  past  between  the  said  George  Bogle  and  this 
deponent,  and  asked  the  advice  of  the  said  Sir  Elijah,  who  answered  this 
deponent  to  this  effect  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  nature  of  the  business 
or  what  were  proper  proposals  to  make,  but  that  if  he  this  deponent 
thought  he  could  derive  profit  therefrom  he,  Sir  Elijah,  could  have  no 
objection  to  this  deponent’s  engaging  therein.  That  in  consequence  of 
the  advice  of  the  said  George  Bogle  and  assent  of  the  said  Sir  Elijah  he, 
this  deponent,  did  make  proposals  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council 
in  the  terms  suggested  by  the  said  George  Bogle  without  any  variation 
whatsoever,  and  that  in  some  short  time  after  he  was  informed  that  his 
proposals  had  been  accepted.  And  this  deponent  further  says  that  he 
verily  believes  the  said  proposition  was  made  to  this  deponent  without 
the  privity  or  knowledge  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  and  that  the  said  Sir  Elijah 
was  totally  ignorant  of  anything  relative  thereto,  until  he,  this  deponent, 
informed  him  thereof  as  is  before  related.  And  this  deponent  further 
says  that  he  verily  believes  the  said  Sir  Elijah  did  not  at  any  time  apply 
to  or  solicit  the  Governor  General  or  any  other  person  whatsoever  on 
that  subject  before  the  said  proposals  were  accepted  by  the  Governor 
General  and  Council.  And  this  deponent  further  says  that,  on  or  about 
the  month  of  December  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight, 
the  said  John  Bayne  represented  to  this  deponent  that  every  [very]  great 
inundations  had  happened  by  which  a  greater  expence  was  incurred  by  this 
deponent  than  was  expected  at  the  time  of  his  entering  into  the  contract, 
and  that  it  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  country  to  prevent  such 
inundations  in  future,  which  could  not  he  checked  by  the  pools  which 
this  deponent  was,  by  his  contract,  bound  to  repair,  that  certain  works 
should  be  erected,  which  said  works  were  called,  by  the  said  John  Bayne, 
dobunds,  and  which  did  not  belong  to  the  said  contract,  as  by  the  said 
contract,  bearing  date  on  or  about  the  sixteenth  day  of  April  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  and  by  a  renewed  contract,  bearing  date 
the  sixteenth  day  of  February  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy 
nine,  reference  being  thereunto  had,  will  fully  appear,  for  the  erecting 
of  which  said  new  works  he  this  deponent  was  to  receive  no  consideration 
whatsoever  by  the  contract,  and  recommended  this  deponent  to  apply  to 
the  Governor  General  and  Council  to  contract  for  erecting  the  same  on  a 
calculation,  then  made  by  the  said  John  Bayne,  of  the  amount  of  the 
expence  likely  to  be  incurred  in  the  erecting  thereof,  and  this  deponent 
further  says  that  the  said  John  Bayne  did  propose  to  this  deponent  to 
[lay]  out  the  whole  of  the  sum  to  be  allowed  for  the  said  works  on  the 
said  works.  And  this  deponent  further  says  that  the  said  John  Bayne 
calculated  the  expence  which  would  be  incurred  by  erecting  the  said  new 
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works,  and  this  deponent  did  make  proposals  to  the  Governor  General 
and  Council  to  perform  the  said  works  according  to  such  calculation,  but 
the  said  Governor  General  and  Council  did  not  agree  to  allow  to  this 
deponent  any  specific  sum  for  the  expences  of  the  said  work,  but  did 
authorize  this  deponent  to  erect  the  said  new  works,  and  engaged  to  pay 
to  this  deponent  such  sums  in  advance,  so  that  no  advances  should  on  one 
occasion  exceed  five  thousand  sicca  rupees,  as  should  be  necessary  for  the 
same,  he  this  deponent  accounting  for  such  advances  if  required  not  upon 
honor,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  said  letter  said  to  be  written  by  the  said 
Philip  Francis  Esqr.,  but  upon  oath  as  by  the  said  renewed  contract  will 
fully  appear.  And  this  deponent  further  says  that  he  verily  believes  the 
whole  sums  advanced  for  the  said  new  works,  and  more  than  such  sums, 
have  been  really  and  bona  fide  expended  on  the  said  new  works  as  the 
said  John  Bayne,  who  has  acted  during  the  terms  of  the  said  contract  as 
sole  agent  for  this  deponent,  has  frequently  declared  to  him,  this  deponent, 
that  the  whole  of  such  advances  and  more  has  been  so  expended.  And 
this  deponent  further  says  that  no  profit,  benefit  or  emolument  whatsoever, 
to  the  best  of  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  this  deponent,  by  any  means 
whatsoever,  been  derived  from  the  erecting  the  said  dobunds  to  this 
deponent,  nor  any  expence  saved  to  this  deponent  by  the  said,  save  and 
except  as  is  expressed  in  the  affidavit  of  the  said  John  Bayne.  And  this 
deponent  further  says  that  he  has  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  fulfilled 
his  contracts  faithfully  in  every  particular,  he  having  continually  required 
his  said  sole  agent  to  spare  no  expence  whatsoever  in  keeping  the  pools, 
for  the  reparation  of  which  he  this  deponent  has  contracted,  in  the  best 
condition  possible,  and  the  said  John  Bayne  has  from  time  to  time  assured 
this  deponent  he  has  so  done,  and  has  at  different  times  brought  in  bills 
and  vouchers  for  the  same  to  a  very  high  amount,  the  whole  of  which 
accounts,  respecting  both  the  old  pools  and  the  new  works,  this  deponent 
is  ready  and  willing  to  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  Governor  General 
and  Council,  and  to  verify  the  same  on  oath,  as  far  as  is  within  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  this  deponent.  And  this  deponent  further  says  that  no  part 
whatsoever  of  the  sum  advanced  for  the  said  new  works  have  been  applied 
to  the  use  of  this  deponent.  And  this  deponent  further  says  that  he  did 
request  the  said  Sir  Elijah  Impey  to  apply  to  the  Governor  General  for 
his  interest  to  procure  the  first  contract  to  be  renewed,  and  he,  the  said 
Sir  Elijah  did  promise  this  deponent  that  he  would  so  do,  and  this 
deponent  believes  that  the  said  Sir  Elijah  did  apply  to  the  Governor 
General  on  that  behalf.  And  this  deponent  further  saith  that  he  has 
seen  a  paper  which  he  has  been  told  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  he  has 
been  informed  was  written  by  Philip  Francis  Esqr.,  herein  before  men¬ 
tioned,  by  which  this  deponent  understands  the  said  Philip  Francis  meant 
to  convey  insinuations  prejudicial  to  the  said  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  w  ere  ore 
this  deponent  has  thus  disclosed  upon  oath  all  and  every  part  that  the 
said  Sir  Elijah  has  acted  with  regard  to  the  said  contracts,  as  far  as  it 
has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  deponent,  which  he  veri ' y  e  leves  as 
proceeded  solely  from  the  friendship  and  a[ffection]  which  the  said  Si 
Elijah  has  from  his  earliest  childhood  ever  and  uniformly  entertained  for 
this  deponent,  and  more  particularly  as  the  said  Sir  E  ljah  mpey. 
he  was  about  to  leave  England  and  proceed  to  Bengal,  requested  t 


34« 


LETTER  TO  COURT 


deponent,  then  a  chief  mate  in  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company, 

to  relinquish  [his]  pursuits  in  that  line  and  trust  to  the  [ . ]  of  the  said 

Sir  Elijah  to  provide  for  this  [deponent]  in  India,  which  this  deponent 

did  accordingly.  And  this  deponent  further  says  that  the  said  Sir  Elijah 

has  been  very  solicitous,  as  this  deponent  believes,  to  promote  the  interest 

of  this  deponent,  that  as  the  education  of  this  deponent  had  not  been 

such  as  qualified  him  for  the  higher  and  more  lucrative  offices  in  the 

Supreme  Court  (as  the  said  Sir  Elijah  has  often  declared  to  this  deponent) 

the  said  Sir  Elijah  procured  him,  this  deponent,  to  be  appointed  Sealer 

of  the  said  Court  soon  after  its  first  institution,  to  which  office  a  yearly 

salary  of  Arcot  rupees  two  thousand  and  no  more  is  annexed,  and  that 

this  deponent  held  no  other  office  whatsoever  in  the  Supreme  Court  until 

the  month  of  December  in  the  vear  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

* 

seventy  six,  when  he  was  appointed  examiner  in  the  said  Court,  to  which 
office  a  yearly  salary  of  Arcot  rupees  six  thousand  and  no  more  is  annexed, 
and  that  he  hath  not  at  any  time  held  any  other  office  in  the  said  Court 
except  the  offices  abovementioned.  And  this  deponent  further  says  that 
the  profits  of  the  said  two  offices,  including  fees  and  salaries  after  the 
necessary  deductions  for  clerks  and  contingencies,  would  not  if  this  depo¬ 
nent  did  not  lodge  and  board  gratis  in  the  family  of  the  said  Sir  Elijah 
be  more  than  wbuld  be  necessary  to  maintain  him,  this  deponent,  in 
decency  and  with  common  necessaries.  And  this  deponent  further  saith 
that  the  said  Sir  Elijah  Impey  has  not,  nor  has  any  other  person  on  his 
behalf  or  in  trust  for  him,  received  directly  or  indirectly  any  profit, 
reward  or  emolument  whatsoever  for  or  on  account  of  the  said  contracts 
or  contract  or  of  any  offices  or  office,  appointments  or  appointment,  profits 
or  profit  had  [szY]  made  or  held  by  this  deponent,  and  that  the  said  Sir 
Elijah  Impey  has  not  received  any  promise,  insinuation  or  hint  from  which 
the  said  Sir  Elijah  Impey  can  derive  any  expectation  whatsoever  that  he 
or  any  one  for  him  shall  in  future  be  benefited  by  the  same. 

Sworn  at  Calcutta, 

The  sixteenth  day  of  August  1785 

before  me.  (Signed)  A.  Fraser. 

(Signed)  J.  Hyde. 


ENCLOSURE  5 

The  affidavit  of  John  Bayne  gentleman  made  before  the 
Honourable  Mr.  Justice  Hyde  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  August 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two. 

John  Bayne  of  Baugnan,  in  the  district  of  Burdwan,  gentleman,  maketh 
oath  and  says  that  he  has  acted  as  sole  agent  to  Archibald  Fraser,  gentle¬ 
man,  for  the  carrying  into  execution  a  certain  contract  entered  into  with 
the  Governor  General  and  Council  of  this  Presidency  by  the  said  Archi¬ 
bald  Fraser,  dated  on  or  about  the  sixteenth  of  April  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  for  repairing  the  Government 
pools  of  the  district  of  Burdwan,  as  also  a  renewed  contract  entered 
Into  by  the  same  parties  bearing  date  the  sixteenth  day  of  February 
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one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  nine,  as  well  for  the  same  pur¬ 
poses  as  for  erecting  certain  new  works,  and  that  he  has  so  acted  from 
the  commencement  of  the  said  contracts  to  the  present  hour,  that  this 
deponent  did,  on  or  about  the  month  of  February  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  eight,  proceed  to  the  province  of  Burdwan  for  the 
purposes  of  surveying  and  repairing  the  said  pools  which  he  found  in  a 
ruinous  condition,  and  very  [verily]  believes,  from  the  appearance  they 
made,  that  very  small  sums  had  been  expended  in  repairing  the  same 
for  the  two  preceding  years,  and  this  deponent  hath  hereunto  annexed 
an  office  copy  of  a  report,  dated  the  first  day  of  February  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  by  John  Kinloch  Esqr.,  Superintendent 
of  Poolbundy  Repairs,  which  appears  of  the  said  copy  [aic]  to  have  been 
made  in  consequence  of  an  order  of  the  Chief  and  Council  of  Burdwan. 
And  this  deponent  says  that  during  the  time  the  first  year’s  repairs  of  the 
pools  were  carrying  on  as  well  as  after  the  same  had  accordingly  to  the 
best  of  this  deponent’s  judgement  and  abilities  been  completely  finished 
the  said  pools  sustained  considerable  damage  occasioned  by  various  causes, 
particularly  by  the  extraordinary  rains  of  the  season  and  by  the 
rapid  torrents  from  the  mountains,  both  of  which  last  mentioned 
causes  were  by  the  ryots  and  others  resident  on  the  spot  represented 
to  this  deponent  to  have  been  more  severe  than  during  the  four 
preceding  years,  which  representation  this  deponent  believes  to  have 
been  true.  And  this  deponent  further  says  that  from  the  observations 
he  had  made  on  the  inundations  and  from  the  probable  bad  consequences 
to  cultivation,  which  he  judged  likely  to  ensue  from  the  change  of  the 
course  of  particular  parts  of  the  rivers  that  were  then  nearly  approaching 
the  pools  which  were  the  object  of  the  first  contract,  he,  this  deponent, 
did  then  and  now  does  believe  that  certain  additional  works  called 
dobunds  were  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  cultivation  of  the  country, 
and  did  therefore  on  or  about  the  month  of  December  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight,  advise  the  said  Archibald  Fraser  to 
apply  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council  to  contract  for  the  erection 
of  the  said  dobunds .  And  this  deponent  did  make  a  calculation,  to  the 
best  of  this  deponent’s  judgement,  of  the  expences  necessary  for  erecting 
the  same  and  did  communicate  the  same  to  the  said  Archibald  Fraser. 
And  this  deponent  further  says  that  the  erecting  such  new  works  formed 
no  part  of  the  works  to  be  performed  under  the  first  contract  as  by  the 
said  two  contracts  will  appear.  And  this  deponent  further  says  that  he 
did  not  include,  in  such  calculation,  any  pecuniary  reward  for  labour 
and  trouble  in  superintending  the  erection  of  the  same  either  to  the  said 
Archibald  Fraser  or  to  him,  this  deponent,  but  that  the  whole  of  the 
money  which  should  be  allowed  for  the  same  should  be  expended  on  the 
said  new  works.  And  this  deponent  further  says  that  greater  damages 
had  been  done  to  the  pools  by  inundations  after  he,  this  deponent,  had 
first  repaired  the  same  than  the  said  Archibald  Fraser  had  reason  to 
expect,  wherefore  and  because  the  said  Archibald  Fraser  or  his  agents 
would  be  at  great  additional  trouble  in  erecting  such  new  works  he,  this 
deponent,  did  then  and  now  thinks  it  was  reasonable  that  the  said  first 
contract  should  be  continued  to  the  said  Archibald  Fraser  for  the  space 
of  three  years  beyond  the  first  term  of  two  years,  and  did  therefore 
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advise  the  said  Archibald  Fraser  to  apply  to  the  Governor  General  and 
Council  for  the  renewal  of  the  first  mentioned  contract  for  the  term  of 
three  years  as  aforesaid,  and  this  deponent  further  says  that,  as  agent  for 
the  said  Archibald  Fraser,  he  has  from  time  to  time,  according  to  the 
best  of  his  skill,  kept  the  said  pools  in  good  repair,  and  has  not,  where 
he  has  thought  the  same  necessary,  spared  any  expence  for  the  due 
reparation  of  the  same,  and  has  actually  expended  yearly  and  every  year 
large  sums  of  money  in  repairing  the  same  as  by  the  accounts  of  the 
disbursements  of  this  deponent  will  fully  appear.  And  this  deponent 
further  says  that  he  hath  received  the  whole  of  the  money  which  was 
paid  for  the  erection  of  the  said  new  works,  and  that  not  one  rupee 
thereof  had  passed  through  the  hands  of  the  said  Archibald  Fraser,  and 
that  the  whole  of  the  same,  down  to  this  day,  does  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  forty  thousand  sicca  rupees,  and  that  he,  this  deponent,  not  only 
expended  the  whole  of  the  same  in  the  erecting  of  the  said  new  works 
hut  has  disbursed  a  sum  exceeding  five  thousand  sicca  rupees.  And 
this  deponent  further  says  the  said  sum,  last  mentioned,  still  remains 
due  in  arrear  to  this  deponent,  though  by  the  terms  of  the  renewed  con¬ 
tract  the  said  Archibald  Fraser  was  entitled  to  receive  the  same  in  advance. 
And  this  deponent  further  saith  that  he  will  not  take  upon  him,  upon 
oath,  to  say  that  the  erecting  the  said  dobunds  have  not  eventually  saved 
some  expence  in  the  reparation  of  the  old  pools,  but  on  his  oath  says 
that  so  far  from  the  whole  real  expence  to  be  incurred  for  the  reparation 
of  the  old  pools  being  covered  by  the  renewed  contract  he  had  since 
erecting  the  same  laid  out  large  sums  of  money  in  the  repairs  of  the  said 
old  pools,  and  that  the  whole  saving  of  expences  in  repairing  the  said 
old  pools  during  the  whole  period  of  the  contract  cannot  amount  to  a  larger 
sum  than  four  thousand  sicca  rupees,  though  this  deponent  verily  believes 
that  such  savings  have  not  amounted  to  the  last  mentioned  sum.  And 
this  deponent  further  says  that  he  hath  not  accounted  for  the  profits  of 
the  said  contract  with  any  other  person  but  the  said  Archibald  Fraser, 
and  that  the  said  deponent  never  did  nor  does  believe  that  Sir  Elijah 
Impey  or  any  other  person,  for  or  in  trust  for  him,  or  on  his  account, 
directly  or  indirectly  is  benefited  by  the  profits  of  the  same.  And  this 
deponent  further  saith  that  the  accounts  and  books  of  the  said  new  works 
have  been,  by  him,  kept  separate  and  distinct  from  the  accounts  and 
books  of  the  money  he  disbursed  for  the  annual  repairs  of  the  pools, 
the  object  of  the  first  contract,  and  that  the  said  accounts  and  books 
contain  a  true  and  just  account  of  all  monies  received  and  disbursed 
for  and  on  account  of  the  said  new  works,  and  that  it  will  appear  from 
the  said  books  and  accounts  that  no  part  of  the  forty  thousand  sicca 
rupees  received  by  him,  this  deponent,  nor  of  the  sum  which  he  now 
stands  in  advance  has  been  applied  for  any  other  purpose  whatever  than 
that  of  erecting  the  said  new  works.  That  the  said  books  have  been 
made  up  by  this  deponent  from  the  commencement  of  the  said  new  works 
down  to  the  end  of  the  Bengal  year  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty 
eight,  which  he,  this  deponent,  is  ready  and  willing  to  lay  before  the 
Governor  General  and  Council  on  oath  if  required,  and  will  if  so  required 
so  soon  as  the  business  of  the  present  year  one  thousand  one  hundred 
a^id  eighty  nine  is  finished,  with  the  utmost  expedition  make  up  the 


7  DECEMBER  1782 


349 

accounts  thereof,  and  in  like  manner  it  required  lav  the  same  on  oath 
before  the  Governor  General  and  Council. 


Sworn  at  Calcutta, 

The  sixteenth  day  oi  August  1782 
before  me. 

(Signed)  J.  Hyde. 


(Signed)  John  Bayne. 


To  Alexr.  Higginson  Esqr., 

Chief  and  Provincial  Council  of  Revenue, 

Burdwan. 

Gentlemen, 

0 

[1]  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  15th  November  last,  I  proceeded 
to  make  a  circuit  of  the  bunds  of  this  province,  and  being  now  returned 
I  beg  leave  to  address  you  on  the  subject  of  my  enquiry.  Your  instruc¬ 
tions  particularly  pointed  out  to  me  to  visit  and  inspect  the  bunds  in 
general,  and  especially  those  which  had  suffered  during  the  last  rainy 
season,  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  expence  which  might  be  required  for 
the  ensuing  repairs,  and  to  ascertain  the  amount  which  has  been  disbursed 
during  the  last  season;  these  duties  I  have  endeavoured  to  fulfil  as  far  as 
the  time  and  circumstances  would  admit  and  shall  now  take  the  liberty 
to  offer  to  you  my  observations  upon  the  several  points  of  your  instruc¬ 
tions.  When  I  left  Burdwan  I  proceeded  to  those  purgunnahs  which  arc- 
situated  upon  the  Damooder,  viz.,  Havilliah,  Beligur,  Boorscot  and  Billiah. 
The  bunds  of  those  purgunnahs  I  inspected  throughout,  and  found  they 
had  been  so  totally  neglected  for  the  two  last  seasons  that  they  were 
nearly  on  a  level  with  the  lands,  and  at  those  places  where  the  current 
of  the  river  particularly  set  there  were  many  and  large  breaches,  by  which 
considerable  tracts  of  the  adjoining  lands  had  been  totally  inundated, 
and  appeared  waste  and  uncultivated.  The  purgunnahs  of  Billiah  being 
of  a  very  low  situation  have  suffered  more  considerably  than  some  others, 
and,  except  the  large  bunds  of  Boilah  and  Ampdah,  there  is  not  the 
appearance  of  any  others  for  a  tract  of  ten  coss,  in  which  space  the  ryotts 
themselves  had  used  the  only  endeavours  for  the  preservation  of  the 
lands,  which  being  very  inadequate  to  the  work  they  suffered  very  much 
from  the  casualties  of  the  season.  The  above  large  bunds  extend  also 
to  nearly  ten  coss  each  and  are  (from  breaches  formed  by  the  force  of 
the  river)  a  very  small  protection  to  the  lands,  in  so  much  that  the 
purgunnah  may  now  be  deemed  totally  defenceless.  These  four  purgun¬ 
nahs,  from  the  course  of  the  Damooder  being  winding  and  forming  itself 
into  strong  eddies,  are  particularly  to  be  attended  to  in  the  repairs. 

[2]  I  next  proceeded  to  Mundulgaut  and  those  purgunnahs  which 
are  situated  upon  the  Roopnarain,  Selai  and  Cossai  rivers.  The  bunds 
of  Mundulgaut  being  the  largest  and  greatest  extent  of  any  in  the  pro¬ 
vince,  and  the  repair  of  it  being  so  materially  and  immediately  necessary 
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for  the  preservation  of  the  crops  I  was  particularly  attentive  to  its  condi¬ 
tion.  The  large  bund  extends  about  nine  coss  upon  these  different  rivers 
and  is  the  chief  protection  from  their  inundations;  within  this  capital 
bund  there  are  many  lesser  ones  against  the  nullahs  and  small  water 
courses  which  branch  from  these  rivers;  in  both  the  breaches  are 
numerous  but  particularly  in  the  large  one,  by  which  many  extensive 
and  valuable  tracts  of  land  have  been  totally  ruined  and  their  crops 
destroyed  during  the  last  rains.  The  ryotts ,  as  the  only  means  of  preserv¬ 
ing  their  property,  exerted  themselves  very  much  in  filling  up  the  breaches 
as  they  were  made,  but  their  labour  was  so  insufficient  that  at  present  the 
condition  of  the  bund  is  very  little  improved  by  them.  The  state  which 
I  have  thus  exhibited  of  the  principal  and  most  extensive  bunds  I  can 
apply  in  a  proportionable  degree  to  the  whole,  they  being  universally  in 
such  decay  that  the  most  speedy  and  substantial  repair  becomes  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  revenue  of  a  large  and  the  most 
valuable  part  of  the  province.  The  great  expence  which  will  now  be 
incurred  in  this  work  must  be  attributed  solely  to  neglect  and  inattention 
of  the  Rajah’s  officers  for  the  two  last  years,  because  on  that  account  the 
work  now  to  be  done  becomes  double  to  what  it  possibly  could  have  been, 
had  the  annual  repairs  been  properly  and  regularly  applied.  Although 
the  estimate  of  repairs,  which  accompanies  this  address,  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  sicca  rupees  1,19.405-13-0  yet  I  conceive  it  not  to  be  more  than  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  put  the  bunds  once  in  a  solid  and  substantial 
condition;  this  being  once  effected  the  annual  expence  of  poolbundy 
will  be  greatly  decreased  and  the  province  perfectly  defended  from  such 
inundations  which  have  brought  ruin  on  such  numbers  of  the  inhabitants 
and  have  proved  of  such  detriment  to  the  public  revenue.  The  estimate 
which  I  have  formed  was  collected  in  the  course  of  my  circuit  from  the 
munduls  and  conoys  (or  head  labourers)  of  the  several  villages;  they  have 
been  constantly  employed  in  the  business  of  the  repairs  and  have  a  very 
competent  and  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  work.  The  particular  estimates 
as  formed  by  them  are  too  voluminous  to  be  now  translated,  but  for  the 
information  of  the  Board  I  enclose  a  translation  of  the  estimate  for  the 
purgunnah  Chuttuah  which  is  similar  to  all  the  others  and  formed  upon 
the  same  principles.  In  endeavouring  to  comply  with  your  instructions, 
for  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  the  expence  incurred  in  the  repairs  of  last 
season,  I  called  upon  the  several  durogahs  who  had  been  employed  in 
that  business,  but  found  that  they  had  all  quitted  the  districts  upon  my 
going  out  and  had  carried  with  them  every  pape£  and  person  that  could 
have  given  me  any  information.  The  general  intelligence  I  got  from  the 
inhabitants  was  that  the  durogahs  were  carried  at  that  time  to  Burdwan  by 
the  Rajah’s  officers  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  their  accounts,  and  it 
appears  to  me  to  have  been  with  a  view  of  frustrating  every  attempt  of 
mine  to  acquire  the  knowledge  I  was  instructed  to  do.  The  information 
I  was  able  to  obtain  from  the  ryotts  and  some  gomastahs  (who  had  been 
employed  by  the  durogahs )  together  with  my  own  observation  proves  that 
a  very  triffiing  part  of  the  sum  was  applied  to  the  repairs  and  that  the 
greatest  part  has  been  embezzled.  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  a  transla¬ 
tion  oE  some  petitions  presented  to  me  by  the  ryotts  in  the  purgunnah 
Boomit,  and  it  vfas  confirmed  to  me  such  methods  were  used  in  every 
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purgunah 3  the  circumstances  of  which  they  are  ready  to  prove  i£  you 
shall  think  proper  to  call  upon  them. 

[g]  I  also  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  notwithstanding  I  was 
furnished  with  purwannahs  to  the  tanadars  of  the  districts  to  attend  me, 
and  render  me  every  assistance  in  my  progress  yet  it  was  with  some  diffi¬ 
culty  I  could  get  them  to  attend,  and  a  few  of  those  who  did  it  was 
with  reluctance  on  their  part  that  they  afforded  me  assistance. 


[4]  1  beg  leave  to  observe  to  you  gentlemen  that  there  is  time  suffi¬ 

cient  before  the  ensuing  rains  to  pul  the  pools  in  proper  repair,  and  who 
ever  is  intrusted  with  the  work  cannot  plead  want  of  time  as  an  excuse 
for  any  neglect. 


Burdwan, 

1st  February  1778. 

A  true  copy. 

(Signed)  W.  Farguharson, 
Acting  Secretary. 

A  true  copy. 

(Signed)  W.  Webber, 
Secretary, 

Revenue  Department. 


I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

With  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  John  Kinlock. 
Superintendent  Poolbundy  Repairs. 


[  *  ] 

Estimate  of  the  advances  absolutely  necessary  to 
for  putting  the  bunds  of  this  province  in 


Guallaboom 

Champanogony 

Baggah 

Havillah 

Biligur 

Boorsutt  new  pools 
Billiah  Ditto 
Mundlegaut  Ditto 
Chuttuah 

Burdah  new  pools 

Chanderconah 

Jahanabad 

Byrah 

Chomuah 

Hary  Paul  ... 

Arsah 

Monurshy 


be  expended  this  season 
a  thorough  repair. 


Rs. 

as. 

P- 

1.033 

8 

0 

214 

8 

0 

324 

6 

0 

2.109 

0 

0 

4.313 

7 

0 

14.095 

0 

0 

24-531 

* 

0 

0 

37.305 

0 

0 

11,103 

0 

0 

7,408 

0 

0 

1,976 

0 

0 

1,920 

0 

0 

■  3,460 

0 

0 

4,102 

0 

0 

73 

0 

0 

503 

0 

0 

634 

0 

0 
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Rs.  as.  p. 

Ranihattee  ...  ...  ...  ...  161  o  o 

Turruff  Guttaul  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,300  o  o 


Total  sicca  rupees  ...  1,19405  13  o 


Burdwan,  (Signed)  John  Kinlock, 

1st  February  1778.  Superintendent  Poolbuncly  Repairs. 

A  true  copy. 

(Signed)  W.  Farguharson, 

Acting  Secretary. 

A  true  copy. 

(Signed)  W.  Webber, 

Secretary, 

Revenue  Department. 
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LETTER  DATED  3  FEBRUARY  1783 

French  fleet  in  the  Bay — Captain  Fiott’s  case — Mr.  Ritchie  to  make 
a  survey  of  the  eastern  channel  of  the  Hooghly — Colonel  Pe arse’s  safe 
conveyance  of  the  treasure  to  Madras — horses  sent  to  Madras  for 
Sir  John  Burgoyne’s  regiment — General  Stuart’s  claim  to  a  permanent 
seat  in  the  Select  Committee  at  Fort  St.  George — friendly  relations  with 
Tibet  to  be  renewed. 


PUBLIC  DEPARTMENT 


rp 

i  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honour¬ 
able  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East 
Indies. 


3rd  February  1783. 


Honourable  Sirs, 

1.  Having  resolved  to  return  the  Fox  packet  to  you  we  now  transmit 
our  proceedings  by  her  from  the  last  year,  agreeable  to  the  list  of  packet. 

3.  We  had  the  honor  to  address  you  by  the  Lively  on  the  7th 
December,  a  duplicate  and  triplicate  of  our  letter  were,  forwarded  by  the 
Rockford  and  Tarter  which  sailed  in  company  with  the  Deptford  and 
Lord  Mulgrave ,  and  left  their  pilots  on  the  36th  of  December. 

3.  The  ship  Resolution  (which  having  been  repaired  was  taken  into 
the  service  on  the  16th  December)  and  the  Hinchinbrooke,  Worcester  and 
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Xorfolk  are  now  loaded  and  would  have  been  dispatched  to  you  about 
this  time  had  not  the  late  appearance  ot  the  French  fleet  off  Ganjam  and 
the  uncertainty  of  their  present  situation  deterred  us  from  sending  them 
out  until  we  receive  further  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  motions  or  designs. 

4.  Letters  which  we  have  received  from  Ganjam  mention  with  pretty 
strong  evidence,  though  not  from  undoubted  authority,  that  the  Bland - 
ford ,  Captain  Pigou,  in  her  way  to  this  place  had  fallen  into  the  hand 
of  the  enemy. 


5.  The  Hawke ,  Captain  Scott,  was  chased  by  a  50  gun  ship  and  a 
frigate  into  these  roads.  To  avoid  them  as  she  drew’  little  water*  she 
passed  over  the  sand  heads  and  entered  the  Subtermooky  river,  where 
the  enemy  not  being  able  to  follow  have  left  her.  We  enclose  a  copy 
of  Captain  Scott's  letter  containing  the  particulars  of  this  transaction. 


6.  We  have  the  satisfaction  to 
are  safely  arrived  here  from  Madras 
Major 
Ganges 
Dutton 
Calcutta 
A  If  red 
Latham 


acquaint  you  that  the  following  ships 
and  now  in  the  river,  viz., 

Kent 

Wa  rren  Has  i  ings 
Chesterfield 
Nottingham  } 

Ann  and  Amelias  Transports 


7.  Gaptain%Poynting  who  commands  the  Resolution  having,  as  he 

r<i  December.  informed  us,  being  obliged  to  throw  four  of  his  guns 

overboard  in  the  gale  of  wind  which  obliged  him  to 
put  back  in  May  1782,  we  have  furnished  him  with  four  other  guns,  is 
pounders  from  our  stores,  an  account  of  which  will  be  transmitted  to 
you  from  the  Ordnance  Department. 

8.  Agreeable  to  your  order  and  the  terms  of  charterparty  we  have 

directed  the  Marine  Paymaster  to  advance  £  soo  per 
14th  January.  month  for  each  of  your  chartered  ships  to  the  com¬ 
mander  who  had  applied  for  that  assistance. 

9.  Captain  Cook  has  applied  to  us  for  payment  of  his  bill  for  neces¬ 

saries  supplied  to  your  recruits  on  board  the  Worcester 
14th  January.  at  Rj0  Janero,  amounting  to  rupees  450.  Although 

the  claim  was  small  and  we  were  satisfied  with  the  propriety  of  it  we 
could  not  discharge  it  consistently  with  your  directions  for  referring  such 
applications  to  you;  we  therefore  desired  him  to  present  his  bill  to  you 
on  his  arrival  in  England. 

10.  We  likewise  beg  leave  to  refer  to  your  determination  a  petition 

which  we  have  received  from  Captain  Cook  to  be 
14th  January.  excused  from  paying  the  Hon’ble  Company's  duties 

upon  the  imported  by  him,  which  in  consequence  of  your  parti¬ 

cular  intention  of  indulgence  to  the  commanders  of  your  ships  and  the 
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little  room  left  f 

board  the  ]fy0  XOr  otber  articles  of  greater  bulk  after  accommodating  on 
he  invested  rcefter  the  troops  with  their  baggage  and  military  stores, 
great  and  ar»°n  own  account  and  has  been  obliged  to  dispose  of  to  a 

unexpected  disadvantage. 


11  ’  ^ 

in  the  anc^  very  imPudent  prosecution  had  been  commenced 

by  Robert  M  ^  ^°urt  against  Captain  Fiott,  previous  to  his  departure, 
his  emplovm  °reeil}  ^ate  steward  of  his  ship  the  Tarter ,  who  had  deserted 
on  board  *  p*1*'  ^.°r  Payment  °f  the  value  of  his  chest  which  remained 
compelled  to  a^ta*n  having  been  arrested  on  this  demand  and 

£lve  bail  entreated  us  to  clear  his  bail  and  relieve  him 
*4^  January.  from  the  suit,  that  he  might  not  be  detained  in  India. 

we  intended  t  Pr^vate^y  desired  him  to  find  out  the  man  whom 

way  of  pun;  if-  bave  ta^en  up  and  sent  on  board  of  ship  as  the  properest 
Captain  Fiott  rn?.b*s  presumption  and  of  stopping  the  prosecution,  but 
we  ordered  /ai*ng  *n  bis  searches  and  having  since  left  the  settlement 
the  suit.  Company’s  Attorney  to  release  his  bail  and  defend 


is.  The  <?  rij 

his  receivinp-  5U<lc*en  departure  of  the  Admiral  from  Madras  prevented 
Mr.  Ritchie  °Ur  *etter  at  drat  place,  or  benefitting  by  the  services  of 

your  Marine  Surveyor  who  was  the  bearer  of  it  in  bringing 
6th  January.  the  fleet  to  this  place;  and  Mr.  Ritchie  being  returned 

survey  of  the  We  bave  ordered  him  to  make  a  complete  and  accurate 

have  been  m  jas£ern  channel  of  the  river,  instead  of  that  which  was  to 
copy  of  ft  ade  by  die  engineers,  [and]  shall  hereafter  transmit  you  a 


and  for  the  ^  Ve  ^oun<*  ^  necessary,  both  from  the  instance  of  demerit 
pany’s  service***6  examP^e>  to  dismiss  Mr.  Dean,  a  pilot  in  the  Com- 

*  and  to  declare  him  incapable  of  further  employment,  for 
*4*h  January.  refusing  to  take  charge  of  a  ship  at  a  moderate  draft  of 

channel  with  water  to  conduct  her  out  of  the  river  through  the  new 

with  the  M  °Ut  be*n£  lightened,  although  he  has  been  upon  the  survey 
acquainted  a?*er  %  Attendent  and  was  or  ought  to  have  been  sufficiently 
others;  the  ^  to  perform  this  service  at  an  equal  draft  of  water  with 

decreasing  ^Vesse*  was  afterwards  piloted  out  by  his  junior  and  without 
s  ner  draft  of  water. 


J  J  *T 

n  c°rnpliance  with  the  wish  of  the  President  and  Council  at 
Sist  December.  Port  Marlborough  to  be  furnished  with  a  proper  vessel 

packet  to  be  H  *  ^or  carrying  dispatches,  we  have  ordered  the  Trial 

delivered  over  [to]  them  for  that  purpose. 

of  Fort  tbe  nicies  indented  for  and  supplied  to  the  Presidency 

borough  we  have  issued  to  Mr.  Marsdon,  a  member  of  their 
January.  Council,  who  is  now  here,  (for  the  currency  of  that 

he  furnished  K  place)  50,000  current  rupees  in  a  silver  coin,  of  which 
*  sample,  and  10,000  current  rupees  in  copper  coin. 


3  CaKUARY  1 78a 

‘  6  355 

16.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  -  f 

returned  by  land  to  his  duty  with  ln,  orm  ^ou.  that  Colonel  Pearse,  who 
last,  having  offered  to  convey  t  e  aimy  hi  the  Carnatic  in  August 

the  service  of  the  Presidency  of  F0°<°q^0^  m°hurs>  w*th  his  baggage,  for 
delivered  to  his  charge.  The  r  *  ^  George,  this  sum  was  accordingly 
in  every  mile  of  the  way  might  k  essit^  °*  keeping  secret  a  trust,  which 
made  us  withhold  the  entry  of  exPosed  to  plunder  if  it  were  known, 
taking  any  earlier  notice  of  it  to  uPon  Dtir  recor<^s  an<i  prevented  our 
confidential  letter  to  import  [rep0rfA°.U‘  W3;0Le  however  a  secret  and 
dent  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  bef0r  -I  ^  to  t“e  Right  Honourable  the  Presi- 
astonished  to  see  the  transaction  vvf  *  *e  ar^Iva^  of  Colonel  Pearse  wTe  were 
in  a  letter  from  General  Stuart  t  ^f*01*^*  as  a  circumstance  of  notoriety 
nevertheless  the  satisfaction  to  V  e  CoiPmander  hi  Chief.  We  have 

vered  his  chaw?  c  \  Colonel  Pearse  arrived  and  deli- 
Consultation  23rd  treasury  at  >5e  safely  into  the  Companies  [Company’s] 

December.  degree  of  cr  *n  our  0P*nion  some 

which  was  made  at  a  time  wher*6^  odl  ^rora  Proposal  itself 

and  speedy  conveyance  by  sea  anw  t  C  s^a.son  W0ldd  not  adm*t  of  a  safe 
r  7  from  his  successful  execution  of  it. 

17.  Having  desired  the  Com^  ,  .  . 

horses  of  the  first  and  second  an  er  *n  ^hief  to  select  as  many  of  the 

one  regiment  and  arrived  from  °  cava^r^  now  *ncorPorated  into 

necessary  to  be  sent  to  Madras®  *onS  eer?  as  ma7  ho  fit  for  service  and 

Burgoyne’s  corps  of  light  drao>n^°r  *  e  PurPose  of  mounting  Sir  John 

difficulties  in  S>  havm§  met  with  insuperable 

-nd  Ianuary-  have  directed01?  endeavours  to  send  the®  by  sea,  we 

the  charge  of  an  officer  who  is  er?  to  be  marcbed  over  land,  under 

ordered  to  proceed  without  delay. 

18.  We  have  ordered  400  ,  ... 

corps  to  com  1  ,°  be  drau§hted  from  the  artillery 

loth  Ianuary.  ingrin  the  ^plete  the  strength  of  the  companies  serv- 

the  earliest  conveyances.  arnatic,  and  shall  send  them  thither  by 

19.  We  have  received  a  - 

appealing  to  our  judgement,  f0r  e  eJen.cf  fr°p  Major  General  Stuart1, 
on  all  occasions  at  the  Select  p  a  5QSIon  ^  ^ls  to  possess  a  seat 
his  succession  to  the  chief  comn^1^1^6  if*  ^°rt  ^eorSe  *n  virtue  of 
upon  the  resignation  of  General  ^orc2 ,  on  *kat  establishment 

Committee,  in  compliance  with  *i!r  unro.  The  President  and  Select 
mitted  to  us  a  copy  of  their  r>rr.  e  *e<luest  °f  General  Stuart,  had  trans¬ 
reference  on  their  part,  and  m^S  °n*  t^ls.  su^Ject  hut  without  any 
arrangement  in  which  we  had  .e  question  itself  related  to  internal 

to  decline  giving  any  direct  opin:  n®  t  to.  inttYJere  we  thought  it  proper 
accordingly.  P  n  uPon  lt>  and  a  res°Jution  was  minuted 

20.  The  Commander  in  pv  •  r  ,  , 

for  his  own  satisfaction  and  gmj  €  av^nS  afterwards  expressed  a  wish, 

to  be  made  l  nCe.a!  hf  WfS  resolved.to  return  Either, 
13th  January.  jnt0  a  fuj,  acquamted  with  our  sentiments,  we  entered 

and  gave  our  opinion  at  large  tt  ^uai?  s  pretentions, 

with  a  copy,  and  we  note  it  jn  1C  \r  ^/re  ^CK>te.  ^\as  heen  furnished 
r  lYi  the  margin  for  your  information. 
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21.  Mr.  John  Holland  our  late  minister  at  Hydrabad  has  applied 
to  us  for  a  passage  on  the  Hinchinbrooke ,  the  decline  of  his  health  com¬ 
pelling  him  to  return  to  England;  although  we  have  had  frequent  occa¬ 
sions  to  mention  our  sense  of  the  services  of  this  gentleman  we  deem  it 
more  particularly  incumbent  upon  us,  in  this  close  of  them,  to  offer  our 
last  testimony  of  the  ability  and  integrity  which  he  has  displayed  in  the 
course  of  his  late  residence.  We  ascribe  it  to  him  that  our  conciliatory 
conduct  with  the  Nabob  Nizam  Ally  Cawn  has  been  productive  of  the 
effects  of  drawing  him  from  every  powerful  confederacy  of  which  he  was 
the  chief,  and  of  which  he  had  been  the  author,  and  of  converting  his 
sentiments  from  a  determined  enmity  to  a  disposition  of  friendship,  which 
we  are  persuaded  might  be  improved  into  a  firm  and  permanent  connec¬ 
tion  if  our  endeavours  to  this  effect  were  equally  seconded  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Fort  St.  George. 

22.  And  here  we  may  be  permitted  to  express  our  regret  at  their 
want  of  the  advantages  which  you  had  provided  for  the  counsels  of  the 
Select  Committee  of  that  Presidency  by  your  appointment  of  Mr.  Holland 
to  be  a  member  of  it. 

23.  Could  its  measures  have  been  regulated  by  a  temper,  under¬ 
standing  and  experience  equal  to  his,  we  might  have  been  spared  from 
the  painful  necessity  to  which  we  have  been  so  frequently  reduced  of 
interposing  our  authority  and  our  advice,  which  has  been  interpreted  as 
authority  in  the  affairs  which  especially  belong  to  them  but  which  in  their 
effects  might  prove  of  consequence  to  your  general  and  most  essential 
interests. 


24.  The  Governor  General  conceiving  it  might  be  of  public  utility 
at  this  time  to  renew  and  confirm  the  intercourse  which  had  been  estab¬ 
lished  between  the  Government  and  the  Lama  of 

9th  January.  Thibet2  proposed  the  deputation  of  Lieutenant  Samuel 

Turner,  a  person  whom  he  recommended  as  well  qualified  to  cultivate  a 
good  understanding  with  the  Lama,  and  possibly  to  open  a  communication 
and  intercourse  with  the  northern  provinces  as  far  as  China.  We  have 
accordingly  appointed  Lieutenant  Turner  to  proceed  on  this  deputation. 

2 5.  In  consequence  of  the  recommendation  of  the  provincial  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  we  have  thought  it  expedient  to  abolish  the  Cadet 

,  *  Company,  and  to  desire  that  he  would  distribute  the 

cadets  who  were  arrived  to  the  different  brigades 
where  they  might  have  friends  to  assist  them  and  lessen  the  weight  of  their 
expences  in  the  first  out  set,  which  would  prevent  those  shifts  and  mean¬ 
nesses  which  the  habits  of  distress  and  example  are  too  apt  to  inculcate. 

_  26,  Mr.  Stephen  Sullivan  having  resigned  the  office  of  Judge 
Advocate  General  Mr.  Thomas  Martin  has,  in  conformity  to  your  orders, 
*  succeeded  him.  He  has  likewise  received  a  warrant 

t  January.  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  act  in  this  capacity 

here,  which  authority  was  necessary  because  the  Act  for  punishing  mutiny 
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and  desertion  ordains,  “that  when  and  so  long  as  any  of  His  Majesty’s 
forces  shall  be  employed  to  act  in  defence  of  any  of  the  Company’s  settle¬ 
ments  or  to  assist  against  their  enemies  in  the  East  India,  the  power  of 
appointing  courts  martial  or  authorizing  such  appointments  shall  be  in 
the  Commander  in  Chief  of  such  of  His  Majesty’s  forces,  for  the  time 
being,  over  such  of  the  said  Company’s  officers  and  soldiers  as  shall  belong 
to  the  principal  settlement  where  or  from  whence  such  forces  shall  be 
employed.” 


57-  We  enclose  and  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  attentive  consi¬ 
deration  copy  of  a  letter  which  we  have  recei\ed  from  the  Accountant 


o  .  ..  General  Mr.  Larkins,  stating  the  difficulty  which  he 

_ot  anuary.  experiences  in  keeping  up  the  business  of  his  office, 

and  the  impossibility  for  himself  and  his  deputy  or  for  any  two  persons 
without  the  assistance  of  other  European  clerks,  well  versed  in  accounts. 


to  produce  such  statements  of  your  affairs  as  you  ought  to  receive  from 
the  Presidency,  and  proposing  it  to  you  to  appoint  two  capable  and  well 
qualified  persons  to  fill  the  second  and  third  stations  in  the  office,  with 
suitable  salaries  to  confine  their  views  entirely  to  it. 


28.  It  is  a  circumstance  of  public  notoriety  that  the  assiduous  and 
unremitted  attention  which  Mr.  Larkins  has  paid  to  the  laborious  duties 
of  this  office,  which  within  these  few  years  have  greatly  encreased  from 
the  general  improved  and  comprehensive  mode  established  by  him  of 
arranging  and  keeping  the  accounts  of  this  Presidency,  has  destroyed  his 
health;  and  this  must  necessarily  restrain  him  in  future  from  devoting  so 
much  of  his  time  to  the  same  occupations  as  it  could  not  be  done  without 
danger  of  his  life. 


39.  For  these  and  other  reasons,  which  are  fully  set  forth  in  his 
letter,  we  consider  the  object  of  great  importance,  and  as  we  approve  of 
his  proposition  we  are  induced  to  send  a  copy  of  his  letter,  separate  from 
our  proceedings,  and  particularly  to  solicit  your  attention  to  the  requests 
contained  in  the  12  th  and  14th  paragraphs,  and  the  circumstances  adverted 
to  in  the  15th  and  16th  paragraphs  as  the  only  effectual  means  of  en¬ 
abling  him  to  render  his  office  of  real  utility  to  the  Company. 

30.  In  the  mean  time  we  have  authorized  the  Accountant  General 
to  engage  the  assistance  of  an  able  European  accountant,  at  such  a  salary 
and  upon  such  terms  as  shall  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and  resolved 
that  the  junior  covenanted  servants  who  shall  be  employed  in  the 
Accountant’s  office  shall  be  allowed  the  same  salaries  as  are  paid  to  those 
in  the  Secretary’s  office. 

31.  The  augmentation  of  the  military  establishment  for  the  supply 
of  the  detachments  sent  from  hence  to  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  and 
the  necessity  of  filling  up  the  several  vacancies  which  have  happened 
from  casualties  in  the  line  of  surgeons  obliged  us  from  time  to  time  to 
receive  into  the  service  several  persons  who  after  having  been  recommended 
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by  the  Surgeon  General  were,  upon  further  examination,  found  to  be  well 

qualified  for  the  duty  of  assistant  surgeons,  but  to 
14  January.  prevent  their  taking  rank  of  those  whom  you  might 

send  out  from  England,  we  have  established  the  same  rule  respecting 
them  which  is  now  in  force  with  regard  to  the  rank  of  cadets,  that  is  that 
the  appointments  made  by  you  shall  hence  forward  take  [....]  of  all 
appointments  in  the  country  in  the  same  year. 


32.  In  this  place  we  think  it  proper  to  add  that  unless  the  urgency 
of  the  service  shall  be  such  as  to  render  it  absolutely  necessary  and  insure 
to  us,  beyond  a  doubt,  your  future  approbation  of  it  we  have  determined 
not  to  make  any  more  appointments  of  cadets. 


33.  The  following  of  your  covenanted  servants  have  resigned  in 
order  to  return  to  Europe  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  their  letters, 
which  are  noted  in  the  margin: 


9th  December.  Mr.  MathevV  Dawson. 

Do.  Mr.  George  Livius. 

Do  Also  Mr.  William  Campbell  late  a  surgeon  in  your  service. 

34.  The  following  officers  in  your  military  service  on  this  establish¬ 
ment  have  likewise  resigned  and  embarked  for  England. 

1  For  the  recovery  of  their 
6th  January.  Major  Thomas  Adderly  !  health,  the  necessity  of  which 

Do*  Captain  Richard  Long  |  appears  in  the  certificates 

j  noted  in  the  margin. 

gth  December.  Captain  Thomas  Burges. 

53rd  December.  Major  James  Law. 


35.  Major  Law  is  under  the  necessity  of  repairing  to  England,  at 
this  time,  to  adjust  some  family  affairs  which  require  his  presence,  and 
wishing  to  return  to  the  service  as  soon  as  possible  he  has  solicited  our 
interposition  with  you  to  prevent  any  loss  of  rank.  We  think  it  necessary 
therefore  to  give  our  testimony  in  his  favor  by  declaring  our  good  opinion 
of  him  as  an  active  deserving  officer,  and  on  this  ground  we  beg  leave  to 
second  his  application  for  permission  to  return  with  his  rank  if  he  returns 
within  a  reasonable  time. 


36.  An  application  having  been  made  to  us  for  the  discharge  of 
George  Burnet,  a  recruit  lately  arrived  from  England,  who  had  a  few 
,  years  ago  been  an  officer  of  artillery  upon  the  estab- 

lr>t  January*  lishment  and  dismissed  by  the  sentence  of  a  court 
martial  for  drunkeness,  we  released  him  from  his  contract  as  a  soldier, 
judging  it  highly  improper  to  retain  him  in  the  army  under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances.  But  we  think  it  necessary  to  mention  the  fact  for  your  infor¬ 
mation,  and  to  guard  you  in  future  against  the  impositions  of  disqualified 
persons  who  may  attempt  to  avail  themselves  of  fraudulent  means  to 
obtain  from  you  the  bounty  given  to  recruits  and  consequently  a  free 
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passage  to  India;  added  to  these  considerations  the  man  is  paralitic  and 
in  every  respect  unfit  for  military  duty. 

37.  The  President  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George  having  transmitted 
to  us  a  comparative  calculation,  which  they  had  formed,  of  the  supplies 
of  rice  received  from  the  Agent  here,  with  the  rates  of  a  contract  entered 
into  by  them  with  Captain  Mercer  we  thought  it  just  to  submit  the  same 
to  the  Agent  for  his  remarks  upon  it.  Having  received  a  letter  from  him 
upon  this  subject  we  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  it  to  the  President  and 
Council  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  we  beg  leave  to  send  a  copy  for  your 
observation,  which  makes  a  number  in  the  packet. 

38.  Lieutenant  Robert  Morris  being,  as  appears  by  the. Surgeon 
General's  certificate,  in  that  state  of  health  which  makes  a  voyage  to 
Europe  absolutely  necessary  for  his  recovery  we  have  permitted  him  to 
resign  and  take  his  passage  on  the  Fox .  If  he  should  apply  to  you  to  be 
reinstated  with  his  rank,  in  any  reasonable  time,  we  beg  leave  to  recom¬ 
mend  a  compliance  with  his  request. 

39.  Having  received  a  memorial  from  Mr.  John  Stormonth  a 

surgeon  in  your  service  we  transmit  a  copy  of  it  num- 
Consultation  3rd  her  jn  the  packet,  and  request  that  you  will  be  pleased 
Febiuary.  to  signify  to  us  your  determination  on  his  case  in 

consequence  of  our  former  references  to  you  under  date  the  4th  May  1777* 
Fort  William, 

3rd  February  1783.  We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 


8 
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Treaty  with  the  Marathas  ratified — survey  of  the  eastern  channel  of 
the  Hooghly  completed — English  ships  chased  by  the  French  fleet  in  the 
Bay — measures  to  check  desertions  of  sailors  from  ships — complaint  of  the 
Government  of  Macao  against  Captain  McClary — Chief  of  Rhio’s  conni¬ 
vance  with  the  Dutch  in  the  capture  of  the  Betsy — provision  of  a  suitable 
maintenance  for  Raghunath  Rao — Mr.  Bolts9  case — arrangements  for  the 
proper  accommodation  of  the  King's  regiments — emergency  appointment 
of  cadets  in  India  discontinued — estates  of  Captain  Summers  and  Lord 
Clive — contract  with  Prinsep  for  copper  coinage  cancelled — frauds  of 
Paymasters — dispute  regarding  purchase  of  Prinsep9 s  buildings  at  Fait  a 
to  be  settled  by  arbitration — brevet  commissions  for  officers  with  distin¬ 
guished  services — regulations  for  the  proper  treatment  of  Indian  servants 
and  sailors  taken  abroad — Sulivan9s  appointment  as  Resident  at  Walajah  s 
court  annulled — advantages  of  the  Calcutta-Ghunar  road  Sir  Eyre  Coote  s 
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departure  for  Madras — Lakshmipur  factory  washed  away  by  the  river — 
the  sannyasi  menace — proposal  for  a  fund  for  orphan  relief — garrison 
of  Buxar  fort  inn  eased — sanction  for  the  erection  of  a  new  jail  in  Calcutta, 


PUBLIC  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 


5th  April  1783. 


Honourable  Sirs, 

1.  We  take  the  occasion  offered  to  us  by  the  dispatch  of  the  Surprize , 
a  vessel  taken  up  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  to  you  early  intelligence  of 
the  final  ratification  and  interchange  of  the  Marratta  treaty,  to  address  you 

,  fully  from  this  Department. 

2 .  Our  last  letter  was  written  by  the  Fox  packet  on  the  3rd  February, 
and  according  to  your  late  injunctions  has  been  forwarded  to  you  in  dupli¬ 
cate  by  each  of  the  four  following  ships,  which  have  been  laden  here  and' 
dispatched  within  these  four  days  with  cargoes  as  expressed  opposite  to 


their  respective  names. 

Resolution  ... 

. . .  Invoice 

Current  rupees 

16,34,740 

Worcester 

do. 

do. 

1 545>7oo 

Norfolk 

do. 

do. 

15,69,000 

Hinchmbroke 

do. 

do. 

1 3,56,400 

The  Norfolk  has  met  with  an  accident  to  her  rudder,  which  we  fear  may 
be  the  cause  of  further  delay,  and  indeed  neither  of  them  are  immediately 
able  to  sail  for  want  of  men. 

3.  The  following  of  your  ships  are  now  in  the  river,  where  they  as 
well  as  the  above  have  been  detained  a  long  time  by  the  apprehension  of 
the  French  fleet  in  the  Bay,  but  latterly  by  the  want  of  seamen,  which 
cause  prevents  these  also  from  sailing;  however  we  hope  that  in  a  few 
days  more  they  will  all  be  able  to  depart  according  to  their  several 
destinations,  viz.. 

For  Madras  and  China:  Calcutta ,  Dutton,  Latham,  Kent. 

For  Madras  and  back:  Major,  Chesterfield . 

For  Bombay  and  China:  Ganges ,  Alfred,  Hawke . 

For  Bombay  and  back:  Warren  Hastings. 

To  be  laden  here:  Southampton. 
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4.  You  will  observe  that  in  the  original  disposition  of  the  ships  we 

had  allotted  the  Dutton  to  be  immediately  laden  for 
Europe  but  on  a  representation  from  Captain  West, 
that  she  was  not  in  a  condition  to  perform  a  direct 
\oyage,  at  this  season,  without  repairs  which  could  not  be  executed  in 
time,  we  agreed  to  alter  it  for  Madras  and  China. 


Consultation 
i^th  February. 


5.  Captain  Cook  and  the  other  captains  of  Indiamen,  now  here, 
have  presented  to  us  [a]  claim  for  slops,  wine  and  other  articles  supplied  for 
the  use  of  the  King’s  troops,  and  of  your  recruits  on  board  of  ship  and  at 
Rhio  de  Janiero,  but  we  have  referred  them  severallv  to  you  for  the  allow¬ 
ance  of  their  demands. 


6.  The  deficient  deliveries  of  your  consignments  to  us  b }  the 
Xottmgham  and  Ann  Sc  Amelia  remain  to  be  settled  in  England,  the  com¬ 
manders  of  those  ships  having  desired  to  refer  the  accounts  to  be  demanded 
from  the  owners;  we  therefore  enclose  these  numbers  in  the  packet. 


7.  A  complaint  having  been  preferred  to  the  President  and  Council 

at  Fort  St.  George  by  Major  Varennius,  of  the  Han- 
Consultation  noverian  Regiment,  against  Captain  Popham  of  the 

14th  January.  ship  Ann  Sc  Amelia  for  his  treatment  of  the  officers 

and  men  of  that  regiment  in  the  passage  out,  a  copy  of  which  was  trans¬ 
mitted  to  us  for  our  investigation  of  it,  we  called  upon  Captain  Popham  to 

answer  to  the  charges  it  contained;  his  reply  was  long 
7th  March.  delayed  and  at  length  contained  little  more  than 

general  denials  of  the  facts  asserted,  but  was  conceived  in  a  style  which 

rather  marked  the  character  given  of  him  by  the  Major  than  tended  to 
his  own  justification.  We  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  it  to  Fort  St.  George, 
whither  Captain  Popham  is  going,  and  have  thought  it  proper  to  resolve 
that  until  he  shall  have  cleared  himself  of  these  accusations  we  will  not 
employ  him  in  any  manner  in  the  Company’s  service,  a  precaution  which 
wre  have  also  recommended  to  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George. 


8.  The  survey  of  the  eastern  channel  into  the  entrance  of  this  river 
having  been  completed  and  the  buoys  laid  down  we  take  this  opportunity 

of  forwarding  a  copy  of  it  to  you  with  Mr.  Ritchie’s 
15th  March.  letter  of  explanation.  We  intend  to  clear  the  jungle 

from  Cock’s  Island,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the  conveniency  of  the 
shipping,  and  have  ordered  Mr.  Ritchie  to  prepare  a  form  of  instructions 
to  the  pilots  for  the  navigation  of  this*  channel,  a  copy  of  which  is  like¬ 
wise  enclosed. 


9.  In  the  beginning  of  February  last  the  San  Carlos  man  of  war  and 
the  Hastings  a  large  country  ship  were  chased  over  the  sand  heads,  and 
ran  into  shallow  water  at  the  entrance  of  the  Sunderbunds.  The  enemy’s 
ships  consisted  of  the  English  [?]  Hannibal  and  the  Bello?ie.  After  quitting 
the  Hastings  they  pursued  the  San  Carlos  to  a  place  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Hurringotta  river  where  Captain  Murray  who  commanded  her,  find- 
ing  himself  unable  to  cope  with  a  force  so  much  superior  to  him,  was 
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determined  to  run  his  ship  on  shore  rather  than  suffer  her  to  be  taken 
by  the  enemy,  and  having  thrown  overboard  a  great  quantity  of  his  pro¬ 
visions  and  guns  he  anchored  in  13  feet  water.  The  French  ships  not 
being  able  to  follow  him  into  such  shallow  water  kept  cruizing  about 
for  a  few  days  and  then  left  him.  He  afterwards  made  his  passage  good 
to  Vizagapatam  from  whence  he  came  here,  and  is  lately  sailed  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Sir  Eyre  Coote  who  is  on  board  the  Resolution . 


10.  We  have  replaced  the  guns  and  stores  lost  by  the  San  Carlos ,  and 
considering  the  great  want  of  seamen  in  the  fleet,  a  proper  supply  of 
whom  sent  in  time  to  meet  and  man  the  different  ships  might  possibly 
decide  the  fate  of  India,  we  have  exerted  ourselves  by  means  of  a  press 
and  by  requiring  an  equal  contribution  from  the  Indiamen  of  Sir  Richard 
Bickerton’s  fleet*,  who  had  not  before  furnished  any  men  to  the  Admiral 
to  supply  his  wants;  and  notwithstanding  we  have  most  effectually  assisted 
the  San  Carlos  we  have  met  with  many  obstacles  in  our  endeavours  and 
various  have  been  the  complaints  from  the  commanders  of  your  ships, 
but  it  has  ever  been  usual  for  ships  of  war  to  press  of  their  own  accord 
from  other  vessels,  and  indeed  the  opposition  from  the  commanders  in  the 
present  instance  may  have  encouraged  the  officers  of  the  San  Carlos  to 
press  men  immediately  on  board  their  ships  without  the  assistance  or 
authority  of  Government,  which  has  tended  to  distress  them,  for  it  has 
caused  a  general  desertion. 


11.  Some  complaints  have  also  been  made  to  us  by  the  captains  of 

the  Indiamen  against  individuals  for  enticing  away 
d^Mapch^11  their  seamen  and  particularly  against  Colonel  Watson 

a  ‘  whom  we  thought  it  necessary  to  call  upon  to  reply  to 

the  charge,  which  he  accordingly  did  in  a  letter  which  stands  recorded 
as  per  margin. 


12.  The  great  and  continual  desertions  from  the  ships  and  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  recovering  the  men,  after  they  had  once  escaped,  are  reasons 
which  have  induced  us  to  use  a  more  effectual  method  of  apprehending 
them  than  any  before  adopted.  We  have  therefore  ordered  the  Committee 
of  Revenue  to  cause  all  Europeans  residing  without  licence  or  authority 

and  contrary  to  law  in  any  of  the  districts  within 
the  provinces  to  be  taken  up  and  delivered  over  to 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Police  in  Calcutta. 


11th  March. 


13.  A  complaint  was  long  since  preferred  to  us  from  Canton,  of 
which  you  have  been  already  advised,  against  Captain  Maclary  for  the 
seizure  of  two  ships,  being  Portuguese  property,  near  the  Streights  of 
Banca.  We  could  not  take  any  steps  in  this  matter  till  lately  for  want 
of  proper  persons  and  witnesses  to  prosecute  the  claim,  but  the  owners 

of  the  ships  having  come  from  Macao  we  conceived  it 
271  e  ruary.  proper  and  necessary  to  grant  them  the  assistance  of 

the  Company’s  law  officers  in  the  prosecution  of  their  rights.  One  of 
them  has  obtained  a  decree  of  the  Court  for  sicca  rupees  1,10,000,  being 
the  value  of  his  ship,  and  has  now  commenced  an  action  for  damages  in 
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the  value  of  her  cargo  and  the  loss  of  her  voyage.  The  owners  of  the 
other  ship  the  St.  Anthonio  have  agreed  to  the  settlement  of  their  claims 
by  arbitration. 

14*  reply  to  a  representation  which  we  have  received,  from  the 

*Ath  February  Government  of  Macao  upon  these  subjects,  we  have 

_4th  Febr  a  y.  informed  them  of  the  ready  disposition  which  we 

possessed  to  grant  all  the  support  and  assistance  in  our  power  to  the  com¬ 
plaint  when  they  had  provided  the  necessary  evidence  for  carrying  on  a 

10th  March.  prosecution;  but  if  they  thought  it  proper  to  prefer 

a  criminal  indictment  against  Captain  Maclary  we  must 
refer  them  to  the  Court  of  Admirality  at  Fort  St.  George,  for  want  of 
competent  admirality  jurisdiction  here.  In  any  injury  which  they  might 
conceive  the  Portuguese  flag  has  sustained  and  for  which  they  demanded 
redress  we  were  obliged  to  refer  them  to  a  higher  authority  in  Europe. 

15.  Captain  Thornhill  who  proceeded  from  hence  into  the  Streiohts 
of  Malacca  to  assist  in  completing  the  sale  of  the  opium,  which  has  been 
laden  on  the  Betsey ,  and  to  superintend  the  remittance  of  its  produce  to 

ard  March.  China,  being  now  returned,  has  delivered  us  a  letter 

addressed  to  him  by  Captain  Geddes,  who  commanded 
the  Betsey ,  giving  a  full  account  of  her  capture  in  the  river  of  Rhio, 
which  appears  to  have  been  contrived  and  executed  by  the  connivance 
of  the  Chief  of  that  place,  who  had  been  bribed  by  the  enemy  for  his 
forbearance  while  their  ships  entered  the  river  and  were  allowed  to  take 
possession  of  her. 


16.  A  calamity  like  this  cannot  fail  in  its  first  impression  of  sug¬ 
gesting  a  strong  suspicion  of  misconduct  from  the  relation  of  Captain 
Geddes,  which  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  to  be  strictly  true.  We 
must,  in  justice,  accjuit  both  him  and  Captain  Thornhill  of  blame  for  this 
unfortunate  event,  although  it  may  leave  stronger  imputations  on  the 
original  undertaking  fi  om  which  had  it  succeeded  we  should  have  derived 
much  credit.  It  has  failed  from  causes  which  can  produce  no  impeach¬ 
ment  of  our  discretion  in  the  ground  on  which  it  was  constructed,  and 
in  effect  we  had  no  other  resource;  upon  this  subject  we  shall  speak  more 
at  large  hereafter. 


17.  The  certificates  which  were  granted  by  us  upon  the  cargo  having 
been  rendered  null  by  the  loss  of  it  we  have  granted  fresh  certificates  to 
the  holders  of  such  as  preferred  receiving  bills  on  you  at  China  to  the 
repayment  of  their  loans  here;  and  these  certificates  will  entitle  them  to 
bills  upon  the  arrival  of  the  pepper,  which  we  had  desired  the  Presidency 
of  Fort  Marlborough  to  consign  to  Canton,  or  upon  the  first  fund  received 
from  us  which  shall  be  realized  to  that  amount. 

18.  It  appears  that  Captain  Geddes  paid  into  the  treasury  at  Canton 
the  sum  of  pillar  dollars  59*600  on  account  of  the  opium  which  he  had 
sold,  previous  to  the  capture  of  the  Betsey . 
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19.  Having  read  and  attentively  considered  your  several  commands 
by  the  Worcester  and  Greyhound ,  in  repeated  meetings  which  we  have 
held  for  that  express  purpose,  we  shall  here  proceed  to  inform  you,  in  a 
regular  and  succinci  manner,  of  the  orders  and  resolutions  which  we  have 
passed  upon  each  paragraph  by  way  of  reply  to  it. 

General  Letter  per  Worcester  dated  25U1  Januaiy  1J82. 

20.  We  have  given  directions  to  the  Marine  Paymaster  to  advance 

£  200  per  month  to  each  of  the  commanders  of  your 
aragrap  5.  chartered  ships,  and  to  adhere  punctually  to  your 

orders  respecting  the  accounts  of  the  same. 

21.  We  have  caused  an  extract  from  the  charterparties  of  the  trans¬ 
ports  taken  up  by  you  respecting  the  restriction  of  sale  to  foreigners 

and  natives  of  India  to  be  published  and  shall  enforce 
aragrap  s  7  9.  au  observance  of  it  as  far  as  depends  on  our  vigilance 
and  endeavours.  We  received  the  charterparties  of  these  ships  from  the 
Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  having  ordered  the  accounts  to  be 

adjusted  by  the  Marine  Paymaster  he  was  directed  to 
151  arC  *  pay  the  balance  of  freight  due  to  them  at  the  rate  of 

2s.  id.  per  current  rupee. 

22.  We  have  before  informed  you  that  Captain  Buncle  late  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Warren  cartel  ship  which  was  detained  at  Mauritius  has 

claimed  the  amount  of  wages  due  to  him,  the  officers 
and  crew  together  with  other  charges  incurred  during 
the  period  of  their  confinement  there,  and  that  we  had  advanced  the 
amount  to  him  subject  to  your  approbation.  If  any  demand  should  be 
preferred  to  us  on  behalf  of  Mr,  Campbell  the  3rd  officer,  a  copy  of  whose 
petition  you  enclose  to  us,  we  shall  refer  him  to  Captain  Buncle,  from 
whom  he  will  receive  his  proportion  of  the  payment. 


Paragraph  1 1 . 


23.  The  Board  of  Ordnance  have  been  specially  desired  to  pay 
attention  to  the  regular  delivery  of  certificates,  in  triplicate,  for  all 

military  stores  landed  at  this  Presidency,  and  the  Board 
Paragraph  13.  cf  Trade  have  received  similar  instructions  for  all 
copper  so  landed,  which  certificates  will,  as  heretofore,  be  enclosed  to  you 
in  the  packets  of  the  respective  ships. 

* 

24.  We  have  in  a  great  measure  anticipated  your  commands  respect¬ 

ing  the  supply  of  the  Presidency  of  Fort  Marlborough, 
aragrap  1  .  a  particular  statement  of  the  assistance  which  they  have 
received  from  us  since  April  last  makes  a  number  in  the  packet. 

25.  You  will  observe  by  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  with 
the  Marrattas  that  a  suitable  provision  is  made  for  the  future  subsistence 

of  Rogonaut  Row,  and  such,  as  we  conceive,  he  will 
aragrap  2*.  have  no  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with,  as  he  had  once 
before  resigned  himself  of  his  own  accord  to  the  protection  of  Madajee 
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Sindia  on  whose  good  faith  we  have  the  greatest  reliance.  And  letters 
have  been  written  by  Madajee  Sindia  to  Rogonaut  Row  offering  him  pro¬ 
tection  and  soliciting  his  acceptance  of  it,  and  from  Mr.  Anderson  recom¬ 
mending  it  to  him. 


26.  With  respect  to  the  conduct  which  we  observed  towards 
Mr.  William  Bolts  we  were  cautiously  governed  throughout  by  your 

Paragraph  2*  0rders  concerning  him,  and  have  regularly  reported 

the  particulars  of  it  to  you  in  our  General  Letter  of  the 

14th  January  1780,  paragraph  38  &ca.  After  having  been  forbid  any 
intercourse  with  Mr.  Bolts,  and  having  issued  the  prohibition  of  trade 
with  him  generally  to  all  the  dependants  of  this  Government  by  public 
advertisement,  it  was  not  in  our  power  to  admit  of  any  goods  imported 
in  his  name  to  be  passed  through  the  custom  house. 


27.  It  is  within  the  memory  of  some  of  the  members  that  a  letter 
of  representation  was  presented  from  Mr.  Bolts  on  the  subject  of  some 
redwood  belonging  to  him  being  detained  by  the  custom  house  officers, 
but  we  did  not  think  ourselves  at  liberty  to  receive  it. 


28.  The  other  points  of  representation  seem  to  be  directed  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Admiral  at  Fort  St.  George,  which  we  presume  he  will 
explain  to  His  Majesty's  ministers. 

29.  These  appointments  and  orders  have  been  duly  attended  to  as 

Paragraphs  30-52.  You  see  by  our  proceedings  upon  them,  but 

3rd  March.  Mr.  Samuel  Grindall  is  deprived  of  the  power  of 

accepting  your  nomination  by  death. 


30.  The  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  forces  in  India  having  read  the 

plan  proposed  to  you  by  Major  Burghall  for  main- 
aragrap  53.  taming  a  corps  of  miners  and  for  appointing  an  Inspec¬ 
tor  and  Director  General  of  your  fortifications,  has  minuted  his  disapproba¬ 
tion  of  it  and  declared  it  in  his  opinion  unnecessary. 


31.  Two  companies  of  His  Majesty’s  102nd  Regiment,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Honeyborne,  are  the  only  part  of  His  Majesty’s  forces 
,  who  have  yet  been  brought  to  this  place.  They 

aragrap  5  .  arrived  on  the  Norfolk  which  did  not  touch  at  Fort 
St.  George.  We  immediately  caused  proper  barracks  to  be  allotted  them 
in  the  fort,  and  we  beg  leave  to  assure  you  of  our  constant  attention  to 
the  accommodation  of  any  of  His  Majesty's  forces  who  may  be  stationed 
at  this  Presidency.  We  have  ordered  advances  to  be  made  to  Captain 

Honeyborne  for  the  pay  of  his  detachment,  according 
to  the  rates  allowed  to  the  Company's  troops:  his 
receipts  will  be  taken  for  the  same  upon  account  and  transmitted  to  Fort 
St.  George  to  be  adjusted  with  the  Paymaster  of  his  regiment. 


Paragraph  57. 


32.  You  have  been  already  informed  by  our  late  letters  of  the  rule 
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which,  upon  the  same  principle  \ou  have  adopted,  we  thought  it  necessary 

to  lay  down  with  respect  to  the  appointment  or 
Paragraph  58.  succession  of  officers  to  commands,  who  had  been  absent 

enera  e  ei.  any  time  in  England  and  should  return  with  their  rank 

to  this  country.  We  have  published  your  present  orders  to  the  army, 
and  the  officers  are  consequently  acquainted  with  your  determination 
concerning  the  restoration  of  such  as  may  quit  the  service  to  return  to 
England  upon  any  other  plea  than  that  of  absolute  necessity  for  the 
preservation  of  life. 

33.  With  respect  to  the  appointment  of  cadets  in  this  country  we 
beg  leave  to  repeat  that  it  was  a  measure  of  necessity,  adopted  to  supply 

the  great  want  of  officers  which  exists  upon  this 
aragrap  59.  establishment  when  the  strength  of  the  army  was  un¬ 

avoidably  increased  to  supply  the  place  of  the  detachment  on  foreign 
service,  and  when,  independant  of  the  casualties  of  the  war,  there  was  a 
deficiency  in  the  original  complement  of  officers  requisite  for  the  service 
of  the  army.  The  Governor  General  thinks  it  proper  to  add  in  his  own 
name  that  while  President  of  the  late  Council  he  never  did  agree  to  the 
appointment  of  any  cadets  but  constantly  rejected  every  application  which 
was  made  to  him  for  that  purpose,  except  in  one  single  instance  of  a 
volunteer,  recommended  by  Sir  Robert  Barker  when  he  commanded  the 
army,  who  was  appointed  after  two  years  of  actual  service;  and  that  of 
those  who  have  been  appointed  since  the  Regulating  Act  of  1773,  only 
one  was  of  his  own  actual  recommendation  (a  Mr.  Gardiner  who  lost  his 
life  at  the  seige  of  Lohax2  and  whose  gallant  behaviour  upon  that 
occasion  did  ample  credit  to  the  recommendation  of  him);  all  the  rest 
who  appear  as  proposed  in  the  Governor  General's  name  were  only 
nominated  by  him,  at  the  instance  of  other  persons,  as  being  the  regular 
channel  for  introducing  such  appointments  for  the  determination  of  the 
Board.  But  we  have  now  the  honor  to  assure  you  of  our  positive  and 
unalterable  resolution  to  adhere  litterally  to  your  injunctions  in  desisting 
from  the  appointment  of  any  more  cadets  in  India,  depending  on  you 
for  the  regular  supply  of  a  sufficient  number  from  England  to  fill  up  the 
vacancies  which  may  happen  in  the  army. 

34.  We  have  taken  the  most  effectual  means  in  our  power  for  carry¬ 

ing  into  execution  your  orders  for  laying  a  prohibition 
Paragraph  66.  on  tke  exportation  of  saltpetre,  and  you  have  been 

apprized  of  our  proceedings  in  this  respect.  We  shall  complete  your 

information  by  adding  that  the  Danes  have  been 
restricted  in  their  exports  to  the  quantity  which  they 
had  collected  at  Fredricksnagore  for  that  purpose,  amounting  to  about 
27,000  maunds,  and  that  by  particular  indulgence  we  allowed  the  supra- 
cargoes  of  two  Portuguese  ships  to  receive  on  board  a  small  quantity  for 
ballast,  one  of  them  having  previously  purchased  it  with  that  intent  and 
the  other  paying  an  advanced  price  for  the  quantity  which  he  required 
at  the  Compay's  warehouse. 


General  Letter. 


35.  This  sudden  embargo  necessarily  threw  a  weighty  and  unsaleable 
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load  upon  the  owners  of  saltpetre,  who  had  provided  it  for  exporta¬ 
tion  or  sale  on  the  faith  of  a  free  trade  for  it  from  the  upper  provinces, 
and  we  found  it  necessary  to  relieve  them  from  this  loss  by  agreeing 
to  purchase  what  they  already  possessed,  at  a  moderate  valuation,  for 
which  payment  has  been  made  in  Company’s  interest  notes. 

36.  Having,  agreably  to  the  instructions  contained  in  these  para- 
’  graphs,  called  upon  Mr.  Hastings  for  the  payment  of  interest  at  8  per  cent 

per  annum  upon  the  sum  of  27,143  rupees  drawn 
^Paiagraphs  69  to  from  the  treasury  by  him  in  February  1775  on 

jSm  account  of  Captain  Summers’  estate  for  the  period 

which  the  said  sum  remained  in  his  hands,  and  upon  Mr.  Du  Carell  the 
acting  attorney  of  Lord  Clive’s  executors  to  pay  back  the  sum  of  29,169 
rupees  received  by  Mr.  Francis  and  him  from  the  treasury  on  the  same 
account  in  January  1780,  with  interest  also  at  the  above  rate;  we  find 
by  a  minute  from  Mr.  Hastings  that  the  sum  drawn  by  him  as  attorney 
for  the  executors  at  that  time  was  immediately  credited  to  the  estate  of 
Lord  Clive  and  interest  allowed  in  account  to  the  estate  for  the  balance 
which  occasionally  remained  in  his  hands,  whenever  that  balance  was 
considerable  enough  to  make  it  an  object.  The  estate  therefore  ought,  if 
any  interest  is  due  to  the  Company,  to  be  liable  for  it,  as  he  never  reaped 
any  advantage  from  the  possession  of  the  sum  in  question.  He  drew  it 
from  the  treasury  in  payment  of  the  Company’s  bond  for  the  benefit  of 
the  estate  and  without  any  knowledge  of  the  assignment  of  that  bond  to 
the  Company,  which  consequently  ought  to  have  been  demanded  from 
him,  or  payment  of  it  refused  when  tendered  for  payment. 

37.  Mr.  Du  Carell  has  informed  us  in  reply  to  our  requisition,  and 
we  find  his  information  just,  that  in  consequence  of  instructions  from 
the  executors,  of  the  late  Lord  Clive  in  England  dated  20th  May  1780, 
and  received  here  in  1781,  Messrs.  Wheler  and  J.  Fowke,  the  acting  attor¬ 
neys  then  in  Calcutta,  did  on  the  5th  of  April  1781  give  up  an  interest 
bond  of  the  Honourable  Company  for  the  sum  of  rupees  29,196-12-,  which 
was  accordingly  cancelled.  This  appears  therefore  to  have  been  an  antici¬ 
pation  of  your  orders  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  claim  on  the  actual 
attomies. 

38.  But  if  a  further  claim  should  still  be  made  for  the  interest 
demanded  from  Mr.  Hastings  it  may  with  propriety  be  urged,  and  the 
attornies  will  probably  urge,  the  large  sums  which  have  almost  constantly 
remained  in  deposit  at  the  treasury  on  account  of  Lord  Clive’s  estate, 
greatly  over  balancing  the  principal  sum  on  which  the  interest  is  now 
demanded. 

39.  We  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  these  paragraphs  to  your  Board 
of  Trade  that  they  may  use  their  endeavours  to  prevent  any  persons 

under  their  authority  from  granting  assistance  to  the 
Paragraphs  73  to  foreign  companies  or  to  individuals  of  foreign  nations 

in  the  article  of  trade  contrary  to  the  29th  section  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  21st  year  of  His  Present  Majesty’s  reign.  We 
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have  also  published  your  prohibition  against  it,  and  shall  add  our  efforts 
to  enforce  a  proper  obedience  from  all  ranks  of  the  Company’s  servants 
and  from  every  person  dependent  on  this  Government. 


40.  We  have  notified  to  Mr.  Prinsep  your  pleasure  concerning  the 
resumption  of  the  grant  made  to  him  for  working  of  copper  mines  in  the 

Paragraphs  *0-8*1  district  of  Rotas,  also  for  the  abolition  of  his  contract 
s  f  /y  J-  for  a  copper  coinage,  and  required  the  surrender  of 
the  deeds  from  him. 


Paragraph  84. 


41.  Will  be  replied  to  from  the  Revenue  Depart¬ 
ment. 


4 *•  The  gentlemen  who  came  out  [as]  volunteers  and  went  upon 
service  under  Colonel  Pearse  to  the  coast  of  Coromandle  were,  in  con- 

Paragraph  8k  sequence  of  the  recommendations  which  we  received  of 

**  P  5*  them,  allowed  to  rise  in  the  army,  and  have  obtained 

commissions  in  it  assigning  them  a  rank  which  it  is  now  out  of  our  power 
to  deprive  them  of. 


43.  We  have  caused  the  best  horses  belonging  to  the  two  regiments 
of  cavalry  on  this  establishment,  which  had  been  incorporated  into  one 

Pax  a  Graphs  87-8  regiment  and  brought  down  to  the  Presidency  for  that 
0  '  purpose,  to  be  selected  and  marched  over  land 


to  Fort  St.  George,  for  the  purpose  of  mounting  Sir  John  Burgoyne’s 
corps  of  light  dragoons;  and  they  left  Midnapore  in  their  way  thither 
about  a  month  ago. 


44.  We  have  furnished  the  Military  Paymaster  General  and  Com- 

missary  General  with  copies  of  your  orders  concerning 
aragrap  s  g  107.  pay  0£  tjie  j£ing»s  troops,  and  specially  enjoined 

their  attention  to  the  rules  therein  laid  down  for  their  guidance. 


-  45.  We  have  notified  to  the  provincial  Commander  in  Chief  and 
Paragraph  108.  Acting  Adjutant  General  your  orders  respecting  the 

dispatch  of  general  lists  of  the  officers  and  returns  of 
the  troops  on  this  establishment  to  you  by  every  possible  opportunity; 
and  we  may  venture  to  assure  you  of  a  regular  compliance  with  it. 


46.  We  shall  pay  due  attention  to  your  resolutions,  conveyed  to  us 
in  these  paragraphs,  concerning  the  allowances  to  be  made  to  the  officers 

„  ,  of  His  Majesty’s  navy  who  may  arrive  at  this  place; 

aragrap  s  109-13.  anci  accordingly  furnished  the  Civil  Paymaster 

with  a  copy  for  his  guidance. 


4 7‘  We  have  written  to  you  fully  on  the  subject  of  these  paragraphs, 

and  we  have  the  pleasure  to  add  that  by  a  letter  from 
Paragraphs  114-6.  Mr.  Paxton,  the  agent  of  Mr.  Carmichael  late  Pay¬ 
master  of  the  garrisons,  in  reply  to  one  written  to 
him  by  our  order,  he  gave  us  a  prospect  of  receiving  a  considerable  part 
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of  the  balance  due  from  Mr.  Carmichael  to  the  Company;  and  has  since 
made  a  tender  of  a  quantity  of  broad  doth  imported  by  a  Danish  ship 
upon  that  account  at  an  advance  of  75  per  cent  upon  the  English  invoice, 
which  we  have  agreed  to  accept.  The  amount  of  the  invoice  is 
£5,075-1-0. 


48.  It  may  not  be  improper  however  to  observe  in  this  place  that 
the  large  balances  which  were  collected  and  had  been  allowed  to  accumu¬ 
late  in  the  hands  of  the  paymasters  proceeded  not  so  much  from  a  want 
of  attention  to  your  orders  of  the  29th  March  1774  on  the  part  of  Govern¬ 
ment  as  to  the  false  estimates  of  these  paymasters  who  avoided  giving 
proper  credit  for  the  full  balance  remaining  in  their  hands,  but  by  stating 
every  demand  which  could  possibly  occur,  whether  actually  made  or  not, 
and  retaining  their  balances  to  answer  those  demands,  when  they  occurred, 
continued  delivering  estimates  which  could  not  be  summarily  investigated 
and  checked,  had  they  been  suspected,  by  reason  of  the  general  backward¬ 
ness  of  the  paymasters  to  send  in  regular  monthly  accounts  notwith¬ 
standing  the  most  peremptory  and  repeated  orders,  issued  by  us,  for  the 
punctual  close  and  transmission  of  them  to  the  Paymaster  General.  And 
we  may  add  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  Government  at  that  time  and 
the  unavoidable  reserve  subsisting  between  the  members  of  it,  which 
could  not  fail  to  weaken  the  subordination  due  from  its  officers,  was  in 
some  measure  a  cause  of  this  evasion  of  the  orders.  By  these  the  delinquent 
paymasters  contrived  to  receive  the  amount  of  their  monthly  estimates 
from  the  different  treasuries,  to  which  they  applied  for  cash,  without 
any  difficulty  or  doubt  of  their  correctness  till  the  fraud  was 
discovered. 

49.  You  will  be  informed  from  our  Department  of  Inspection  what 

we  have  already  done  respecting  the  contracts  here  alluded  to.  We  have 

required  a  general  list  of  all  contracts  now  in  force 
^Paragraphs  117  to  to  be  }aid  before 

us  with  the  periods  at  which  they 
will  respectively  expire,  as  a  necessary  ground  to  our 
further  proceedings. 

50.  As  you  have  forborne  to  give  your  final  sentiments  with  respect 
to  our  transactions  with  the  Berar  Army,  commanded  by  Chimnajee 

Boosla,  we  also  shall  wait  your  final  orders  respecting 
Paragraphs  127  to  them,  in  the  fullest  conviction  that  on  a  complete 
l^°'  and  candid  revisal  of  our  measures  we  shall  obtain 

your  applause,  both  for  the  zeal  which  dictated  them  and  for  their  happy 
effect. 

51.  You  have  already  been  informed  that  the  grant  to  Captain 
Macgowan  for  opening  the  navigation  of  the  Cossimbuzar  River  was 

Paragraphs  131  to  annulled  and  a  compensation  for  his  expences  was 
13s.  awarded  to  him  in  consequence.  The  navigation  by 

nature  is  now  free  from  impost  and  no  toll  of  any  kind  will  be  allowed 
to  be  collected  on  boats  going  through  it. 
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52.  In  compliance  with  this  order  we  have  likewise  abolished  all  fees 

collected  at  the  custom  house  upon  the  goods  com- 
Paragraph  1.33*  posing  the  Company’s  investment,  and  forbid  the 

Collector  to  levy  any  duties  whatsoever  upon  the  articles  of  the  Company’s 
trade. 


53.  We  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  except  in  instances  where  the  con¬ 
trary  has  been  specially  ordered  or  permitted,  that  we  have  made  it  an 

invariable  rule  to  defer  granting  ye  bills  of  exchange. 
Paragraph  135.  which  we  were  authorized  by  your  licence  to  draw 

upon  you  until  the  period  appointed  for  the  dispatch  of  the  last  fleet 
of  the  season.  But  the  proprietors  when  once  they  obtain  possession  of 
their  bills  are  at  liberty  to  forward  them  by  foreign  vessels  or  such  other 
opportunities  as  may  offer,  and  these  will  often  be  more  expeditious  than 
the  Company’s  ships  which  sail  in  company  and  are  frequently  detained 
for  convoy.  We  conceive  this  is  a  consequence  which  could  not  otherwise 
be  guarded  against,  but  by  a  clause  precluding  the  bills  from  acceptance 
until  the  arrival  of  the  ships  on  which  they  were  drawn  or  a  specific 
time  limited  for  it  in  the  event  of  the  ships  being  taken  or  lost;  upon 
this  subject  we  shall  consult  your  law  officers. 


54.  We  think  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  the  ship  Nottingham  has 

not  been  sold  in  Bengal  but  dispatched,  on  account 
Paiagraph  136.  Q£  ^  owners^  with  a  cargo  of  grain  to  Madras. 


55.  We  should  certainly  have  published  your  intentions  for  opening 
the  trade  in  raw  silk  to  England  had  we  not,  previous  to  the  receipt  of 

your  orders,  engaged  for  a  large  quantity  on  account 
^Paragraphs  139  to  0f  tlie  Company’s  investment,  which  is  provided 

at  a  considerable  reduction  of  the  former  price.  A 
further  obstacle  likewise  occurs  to  prevent  us,  for  the  present,  from 
carrying  your  plan  into  execution,  which  is  a  deficiency  of  tonnage, 
having  at  this  time  a  greater  quantity  of  goods  remaining  to  be  shipped 
for  England  than  we  can  expect  to  lade  this  season  for  want  of  vessels  to 
receive  it. 


56,  It  will  be  necessary  to  refer  you  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  to  their  advices  for  information  of  all  our  respective  pro- 
Paragraphs  148  to  ceedings  concerning  the  obligation  on  the  Company 

15i^th  February.  to  Purc^ase  from  Mr.  Prinsep  the  buildings  erected 

34th  March.  at  Pulta  for  a  chintz  manufactory,  and  the  means  of 

recovering  the  amount  of  the  loan  made  to  him  by  the  Board  to  Trade. 


57,  Having  formed  a  list  of  goods  to  be  provided  by  means  of  the 
loan  raised  by  a  subscription  investment,  and  entered  into  contracts  for 
the  same  which  included  the  article  of  chintz,  for  the  present  year,  before 
the  receipt  of  your  orders,  and  advances  having  been  made  to  the  con¬ 
tractor  accordingly  we  must  of  course  receive  the  produce  of  them  before 
we  can  put  a  stop  to  the  provision  of  printed  goods.  But  we  shall  then 
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be  released  from  our  engagement  and  left  at  libert\  to  follow  \our  direc- 
lions  on  this  point,  which  indeed  do  not  forbid  the  exportation  of  them 
till  after  the  year  1783,  and  are  therefore  by  no  means  incompatible  with 
what  has  been  done. 


58.  With  respect  to  the  building  at  Pulta  for  a  chintz  manufactory 
we  were  of  opinion  that  the  terms  of  the  ‘original  contract  made  with 
Mr.  Prinsep  for  10  years  dated  in  February  1773.  and  which  expired  on 
the  15th  ultimo,  did  not  actualh  bind  the  Company  to  take  the  buildings 
at  all  events,  but  only  reserved  to  them  an  option  of  taking  them  on  pay¬ 
ing  a  certain  stipulated  price,  which  right  was  intended  to  be  vested  in 
the  Company  to  prevent  the  contractor  from  taking  the  advantage  of  his 
possessing  the  manufactory  to  exact  his  own  terms  for  the  renewal  of  his 
contract.  We  accordingly  declined  taking  the  buildings,  and  referred  it 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  pursue  measures  for  realizing  the  amount  of 
their  loan  to  Mr.  Prinsep  b\  other  means  than  the  proposed  acceptance 
of  these  buildings. 


24th  March. 


59.  The  Board  of  Trade  have  since  submitted  to  us  the  opinion 
of  the  Company’s  Standing  Counsel  upon  this  clause  of  the  contract,  where¬ 
in  he  declares  that,  in  his  judgement,  the  condition 
of  it  is  obligatory  on  the  Company  to  purchase  the 
buildings  from  Mr.  Prinsep  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  his  contract; 
and  Mr.  Prinsep  has  claimed  the  right,  which  is  reserved  to  either  party 
in  case  any  differences  should  arise,  of  referring*  the  case  to  arbitration. 
We  have  therefore  authorized  and  desired  the  Board  of  Trade  to  appoint 
proper  persons  to  arbitrate  the  matter  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  and 
as  we  differ  totally  from  the  Company’s  Counsel  in  opinion  of  the 

design  and  obligation  of  the  clause  contained  in  the 
„>4ih  Maic  ,  contract  respecting  the  purchase  of  the  buildings,  we 

have  explained  our  sense  of  it  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  the  information 
of  the  arbitrators. 


60.  We  shall  pay  due  obedience  to  the  orders  contained  in  this  para¬ 
graph,  but  humbly  submit  to  you  our  wish  that  you  would  be  pleased  to 

allow  us,  in  very  particular  cases,  the  latitude  of 
Paragraph  152.  granting  brevet  commissions  to  officers  appointed  to 

very  important  and  remote  commands  and  distinguished  by  very  eminent 
services.  It  is  the  only  reward  which  we  can  bestow  on  uncommon  merit 
or  authority,  which  we  can  give  in  cases  in  which  your  service  shall  most 
essentially  demand  it;  we  will  promise  that  the  most  effectual  care  shall 
be  taken  that  this  license  shall  in  no  instance  operate  to  the  supercession 
of  your  other  officers  on  the  same  establishment,  an  effect  which  we  have 
already  most  completely  guarded  against  in  a  clause  expressly  inserted  in 
their  commissions  for  that  purpose. 

61.  We  have  delivered  the  list  of  investment,  referred  to  in  this 

paragraph,  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  due  attention 
Paragraph  ij».  ^  |e  Apaid  to  it  in  the  next  provision  if  no  alteration 

shall  in  the  meantime  be  made  by  your  more  recent  orders. 
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62.  The  Prince  William y  having  been  laden  at  Fort  St.  George  with 

stores  for  the  garrison  at  Negapatam,  was  run  ashore 
154‘  near  that  place  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  French  fleet. 


Paragraph 


63.  We  shall  strictly  adhere  to  your  orders  respecting  the  allowances 

to  be  granted  to  any  future  provincial  Commander 
aragrap  155.  jn  Chief,  and  we  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  those 
enjoyed  by  General  Stibbert  have  not  been  altered  or  affected  by  any 
increase  of  rank  which  we  have  given  him. 


Paragraph  156. 


Paragraph  157, 


64.  Will  be  replied  to  from  the  Revenue  Depart¬ 
ment. 

65.  Replied  to  in  the  56th  paragraph  of  this 
letter. 


Paragraph  2. 


General  Letter  30th  April  1782 . 

66.  We  are  concerned  to  have  incurred  the  reproof  which  is  con¬ 
tained  in  this  paragraph  for  what  should  be  attributed  entirely  to  accident 

and  not  to  neglect.  The  Neptune ,  which  was  under 
sailing  orders  with  the  Belmont,  was  to  have  carried 
our  original  dispatches  and  proceedings,  but  being  disabled  from  going 
the  packets  were  transferred  from  her  to  the  Rockford  which  was  shortly 
afterwards  dispatched.  This  ship  was  detained  at  Madras,  and  her  cargo 
taken  out  there  by  order  of  the  President  and  Council.  The  packets 
were  therefore  again  removed  and  put  on  board  the  Admiral  Hughes ,  in 
which  they  must  have  undergone  the  fate  mentioned  in  the  7th  paragraph 
of  your  letter,  to  which  we  now  reply. 


Paragraph  3. 


67-  As  it  was  impossible  to  foresee  the  event  which  happened  to 
this  packet  and  which  deprived  you  of  the  early  receipt  of  the  advices  we 

had  prepared  for  you,  we  hope  we  shall  be  held  fully 
acquitted  on  this  score  from  any  imputed  inattention 
in  not  writing  to  you.  With  respect  to  the  dispatches  from  the  Governor 
General  to  Major  Scott  it  naturally  occurs  that  they  were  more  fortunate 
in  their  safe  arrival  than  ours.  And  we  entreat  that  upon  any  future 
instance  of  this  kind  you  will  give  us  the  credit  of  having  complied  with 
your  orders  if  any  accidents  should  happen,  they  no  doubt  sometimes 
will  happen,  to  prevent  your  hearing  from  us,  as  it  is  our  positive  deter¬ 
mination  to  comply  regularly  and  fully  with  your  orders  in  this  respect. 


Paragraph  6. 


68.  Will  be  answered  from  the  Revenue  Depart¬ 
ment. 


General  Letter  18th  June  1782 . 

69.  We  have  ordered  copies  of  alL  the  papers  lost  in  our  packet 
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by  the  Admiral  Hughes  to  be  prepared,  and  they  shall  be  transmitted  you 

Para  1a  h  5  aS  S°°n  aS  reaci}’;  but  ^rom  ^eir  bulk  ’lt  require  a 

aragiap  5.  considerable  time  to  make  transcripts  of  them,  not¬ 

withstanding  the  additioftal  number  of  clerks  who  will  be  employed  for 
that  purpose. 


70.  As  we  already  transmit  copies  of  our  proceedings  to  you  in  tripli¬ 
cate,  and  the  additional  duty  of  supplying  the  place  of  any  which  may 
be  lost  as  well  as  of  preparing  the  particular  copies  of  our  advices  to  you 
for  the  use  of  His  Majesty’s  ministers  cannot  be  performed  but  at  a  very 
considerable  expence  to  the  Company,  the  salaries  of  clerks  being  much 
higher  in  this  country  than  in  Europe,  and  as  so  much  increase  of  their 
duty  amidst  the  hurry  of  a  dispatch  tends  to  throw  the  business  of  the 
public  offices  into  confusion,  we  humbly  submit  to  you  the  propriety  and 
advantage  of  having  such  copies  prepared  in  England. 


71.  Soon  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter  we  appointed  Mr.  Stephen 
Sulivan  to  the  office  of  Agent  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  His  Majesty’s 

ships  with  stores  and  provisions  under  the  Act  of 
Paragraph  3.  Parliament  and  according  to  such  regulations  as  you 

might  establish  for  the  conduct  of  this  business  with  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Navy  in  England.  We  wrote  to  Admiral  Sir  Edward  Hughes  inform¬ 
ing  him  of  what  we  had  done,  and  being  ready,  as  far  as  lay  in  our  power 

to  carry  the  provision  of  the  Act  into  execution,  we 
6th  March.  requested  that  he  would  give  us  as  early  notice  as 

possible  of  any  articles  which  he  might  require  from  this  Presidency. 


75.  Understanding  by  the  Admiral’s  letters  to  the  Government  at 
Fort  St.  George  that  the  fleet  on  its  return  there  would  be  distressed  for 
biscuit  we  ordered  12,000  bags  to  be  immediately  shipped  from  hence. 
We  have  delivered  a  copy  of  your  orders  to  the  Agent,  with  injunctions  to 
adjust  his  accounts  regularly  in  the  manner  you  have  prescribed  for  that 
purpose,  and  to  furnish  quadruplicate  copies  to  be  transmitted  to  you  by 
different  opportunities. 


Paragraph  6. 


73.  We  shall  pay  strict  obedience  to  your  several 
orders  respecting  the  powers  of  your  Secret  Committee. 

General  Letter  12th  July  iy8a. 


74.  This  ship  Brilliant  was  unfortunately  wrecked  at  Joanna,  as  we 
have  before  advised  you.  Captain  Mears  embarked  from  that  place  on 

the  substitute  cutter  in  which  he  arrived  at  Bombay, 
Paragraph  6.  and  the  Nassau ,  Captain  Core,  has  been  dispatched  by 

that  Presidency  to  bring  away  the  people  who  were  saved  from  the  wreck 
of  the  Brilliant  and  remained  at  Joanna. 


75.  From  the  accumulated  quantity  of  saltpetre  which  the  increase 
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Paiagraph  8. 


of  the  Company's  proportion  of  the  manufacture  at  Patna,  since  the  shares 
p  r  of  the  Dutch  and  French  have  been  withheld  from 

aragrap  7.  those  nations,  and  the  purchases  made  in  consequence 

of  the  embargo  as  before  advised,  have  brought  into  the  public  warehouses, 
and  from  a  certainty  of  the  great  demand  for  it  in  Europe  we  wished  to 
have  increased  that  article  of  consignment  to  )ou,  and  we  believe  the 
plan  which  we  have  adopted  will  enable  us  to  do  it  in  some  degree 
without  deviating  from  the  letter  of  your  orders,  as  the  refinement  of  it, 
which  is  to  take  place  for  this  end,  will  comprize  a  larger  quantity  of 
actual  petre  in  the  same  bulk  of  tonnage  as  before. 

7 6.  In  consequence  of  this  and  the  45th  paragraph  of  the  same  letter 
we  wrote  to  the  Chief  and  Council  of  the  Danish  settlement  at  Fredricks- 

nagore  informing  them  of  the  humane  regulations 
which  you  had  been  pleased  to  establish  respecting 
the  natives  of  this  country,  whether  domestic  servants  or  lascars,  who 
might  be  carried  to  England.  We  recommended  the  same  rule  to  the 
Danes  and  requested  that  they  would  not  allow  any  native  servants  belong¬ 
ing  to  English  passengers  to  be  received  on  board  the  ships  of  their 
nation,  until  the  passengers  should  have  produced  certificates  from  us 
that  proper  indemnification  bonds  had  been  granted  to  prevent  their 
servants  from  being  left  destitute  in  England  or  thrown  upon  the  charge 
of  the  Company. 

77.  The  Chief  and  Council  at  Fredricksnagore  have  readily  promised 
a  compliance  with  this  request  and  assured  us  that  by  a  particular  edict 
of  the  King  of  Denmark  all  owners  of  ships  and  others  who  shall  carry 
lascars  or  any  denomination  of  natives  from  India*  are  bound  to  maintain 
them  in  Europe  and  to  provide  for  their  return  to  this  country. 

78.  We  have  caused  this  order  to  be  made  public,  and  shall  take 
care  that  no  precious  stones  or  other  private  consignments  of  any  kind 

shall  be  registered  by  the  Company’s  packet  vessels,  un- 

5  H  less  the  owners  previously  consent  to  the  condition  of 

receiving  them  at  the  first  port  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  at  which  the 
vessel  may  arrive  and  remain,  which  condition  we  shall  order  to  be 
expressed  in  the  bills  of  lading;  but  we  have  never  suffered  any  bullion 
to  be  registered  since  the  prohibition  of  it. 

79.  We  have  neither  received  copies  of  your  resolutions  nor  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament  here  alluded  to  in  your  packet  by  the  Greyhound .  We 

have  nevertheless  transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
Paragiaphs  10- 1.  extracts  of  your  several  orders  respecting  the  sus¬ 

pension  of  the  chintz  manufacture,  as  already  mentioned  in  a  former 
part  of  this  letter,  and  we  promise  you  the  strictest  attenion  to  them  in 
the  next  year’s  investment. 

80.  We  have  furnished  the  Board  of  Trade  with  copies  of  these 

paragraphs  for  the  information  of  the  persons  under 
Paragraphs  u>-6.  their  authority  concerned  in  the  management  of  the 

silk  filatures. 
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81.  These  have  been  carried  into  execution  in  the  Revenue  Depart¬ 
ment  in  which  the  grants  toqk  place  and  will  be 
Paragraphs  17-8.  answered  from  thence. 


82.  We  have  caused  your  sentiments  upon  the  conduct  of  Mr.  George 

Bright  to  be  made  known  to  all  the  covenanted  servants 
of  the  Company’s  upon  this  establishment. 


Paragraph  20. 


83.  We  shall  not  fail  to  pay  attention  to  your  directions  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Simon  Ewart,  and  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  the  ar¬ 
rangements  which  are  about  to  take  place,  in  conse- 
aragrap  s  21-2.  quence  of  your  further  commands  in  this,  will  enable  us 

to  do  it  very  shortly.  We  have  notified  your  recommendation  of  Mr.  A.  E. 
Young  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 


Paragraphs  23  to 


84.  The  appointments  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  make  will  of  course  take  effect  on  the 
arrival  of  the  parties. 


Consultation 
15  th  November. 


85.  We  have  already  had  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  Sir  Robert 

Chambers  had  resigned  the  office  of  President  of  the 
Paragraph  36.  Judicature  established  for  the  French  and  Dutch  settle¬ 
ments  at  Chinsura.  His  letter,  which  will  best  explain  to  you  his  motives 

for  accepting,  exercising  and  afterwards  relinquishing 
this  trust,  is  entered  on  our  separate  proceedings,  and 
makes  a  number  in  the  packet.  We  shall  observe  your 
prohibition  in  future  regarding  the  allotment  of  offices  to  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court. 

86.  In  consequence  of  the  26th  paragraph  of  your  instructions  of 
the  29th  March  1774,  which  you  now  quote,  we  ordered  our  Secret  and 

Political  Letters,  and  our  Revenue  Letters  to  be  trans- 
aragrap  37.  mitted  to  you  in  duplicate  by  each  dispatch,  concerning 
these  departments  in  general  to  contain  all  the  points  which  it  might  be 
necessary  for  you  to  impart  to  His  Majesty’s  ministers;  but  as  you  have 
been  pleased  to  make  the  rule  more  general  we  shall  not  fail  in  future 
to  comply  with  it,  and  though  a  multiplicity  of  copies  must  retard  our 
dispatches  we  shall  endeavour  to  lessen  the  time  and  inconvenience  of 
it  as  much  as  possible.  We  have  also  notified  your  order  in  this  respect 
to  the  Board  of  Trade. 

87.  The  difficulty  of  raising  money  upon  credit  for  the  public  service 
led  us  necessarily  to  adopt  various  plans  for  that  purpose.  The  first 

loan  received  upon  common  interest  notes  at  8 
aragrap  3  .  per  cent  per  annum  was  certainly  the  most  simple, 

but  the  others  were  intended  to  be  more  beneficial  to  the  Gompany  at 
the  same  time  that  they  tended  to  accommodate  particular  individuals 
who  otherwise  would  not  have  subscribed  to  them.  The  4  per  cent  remit¬ 
tance  loan  produced  an  immediate  supply  repayable  in  a  term  of  no  less 
than  five  years,  with  an  interest  of  only  half  the  rate  of  the  common  loan. 
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and  in  fact  was  not  to  be  an  additional  burthen  upon  }our  treasury  in 
England,  while  you  permitted  as  usual  any  drafts  to  be  made  upon  it 
from  hence,  for  it  was  particularly  expressed  and  always  intended  that 
the  drafts  on  this  account  should  form  a  part  of  them.  The  scheme  of 
annuities  met  with  no  success,  as  you  will  have  seen  from  the  list  trans¬ 
mitted  to  you  of  the  few  subscribers  to  it,  nevertheless  we  have  ordered 
your  determination  to  redeem  this  loan  to  be  signified  immediately  to 
the  annuitants  or  their  agents,  but  as  the  terms  of  it  express  that  it  should 
be  redeemable  before  the  ist  of  January  1783  and  not  afterwards,  it  will 
be  in  their  power  to  decline  our  offer  if  they  think  proper. 

„  ,  88.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  former  part 

Paragraph  3  of  of  our  letter  f°r  a  reply  to  this  paragraph,  a  copy  of 
General  Letter  18th  which  we  have  also  delivered  to  the  Agent  for  supply- 
lune*  ing  the  fleet  for  his  guidance. 


89.  Mr.  Murray’s  bond  was  not  received  back  by  the  Greyhound 

packet;  when  it  arrives  we  shall  take  such  steps  as 
may  be  necessary  to  recover  the  amount. 


Paragraph  40. 


90.  We  have  duly  complied  with  your  commands,  contained  in  these 

paragraphs,  for  abolishing  the  post  of  Agent  for 
aiagiap  is  41  to  44.  SUpp£y£ng  stores  to  the  other  Presidencies.  We  had 

previously  forbid  his  engaging  any  more  tonnage  for  continuing  his 

supplies,  and  confined  the  duties  of  his  office  to  the 

Decembe^iTS^  loading  of  the  Company’s  chartered  ships  and  Mr. 

Touchet’s  vessels,  which  had  been  long  contracted  to 
the  Company  in  liquidation  of  his  debt  to  them. 


91.  The  great  exertions  which  were  necessary  for  saving  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  Madras  from  impending  famine  and  the  great  benefit  which  the 
Company  derived  from  possessing  a  quantity  of  grain  at  that  place,  where 
it  constantly  bore  a  price  considerably  above  the  charge  of  sending  it 
thither,  whether  such  benefit  arose  from  the  sale  of  the  surplus  remaining 
after  the  wants  of  the  army  and  garrison  had  been  satisfied,  or  from 
avoiding  the  necessity  of  purchasing  grain  at  the  market  price  to  supply 
them,  were  strong  arguments  with  us  for  fixing  the  commission  of  the 
Agent  at  a  rate  apparently  so  high.  And  the  inconvenience  which  he 
sustained,  besides  the  heavy  charge  of  interest  during  the  exhausted  state 
of  the  public  treasury,  from  being  obliged  to  negotiate  with  individuals  to 
deposit  with  them  our  orders  upon  the  treasury  in  his  favor  to  take 
up  money  upon  those  and  upon  his  own  credit,  for  the  performance 
of  the  public  service,  while  the  most  dreadful  consequences  might  have 
been  apprehended  from  a  failure  in  our  supplies  to  Madras,  merited  also 
some  consideration,  especially  as  upon  the  whole  the  invoice  prices  fell 
far  short  of  that  which  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George  imposed  upon 

Consultations  22nd  individuals  when  they  compelled  them  to  sell  their 
October  1781,  21st  grain  to  the  Company,  although  this  was  of  course  less 
January  1782.  than  they  could  have  sold  it  for  in  the  market.  When 

we  had  experienced  the  extent  to  which  the  supply  was  requisite  and  the 
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sum  to  which  the  Agent  s  commission  would  amountj  notwithstanding  the 
25th  March  1782,  deductions  for  interest  and  other  charges  to  which  it 

was  subject  as  stated  in  his  letter,  we  thought  it  proper 
as  long  2gc>  as  March  1782  to  make  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  com¬ 
mission,  which  accordingly  took  place  from  the  31st  of  December 
preceding. 

92*  Having  transmitted  a  copy  of  your  remarks  and  orders  to  Mr. 
Auriol,  [he]  has  addressed  a  letter  to  us  which  contains  a  particular  detail 
of  the  agency;  and  as  the  arguments  set  forth  in  it  are  highly  deserving 
of  your  attention  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  copy  of  it?  which  makes 
a  number  in  this  packet. 


93.  But  although  we  refer  you  to  Mr.  Auriol’s  letter  for  the  cir¬ 
cumstantial  detail  of  this  transaction  we  think  it  proper  to  bring  the 
conclusion  of  it  more  pointedly  before  your  notice,  that  you  may  see,  on 
the  clearest  demonstration,  how  much  we  have  consulted  your  interest 
and  the  wants  of  your  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  in  an  arrangement 
which  you  have  so  severely  condemned,  as  the  gross  and  ungenerous 
misrepresentations  of  those  from  whom  we  merited  a  better  return,  both 
for  this  and  every  other  exertion  we  have  made  to  save  them  from  that 
destruction  which  would  inevitably  have  attended  them  but  from  our 
timely  and  effectual  succours. 

94.  Your  sentiments  on  the  subjects  of  the  agency  were  no  sooner 
imparted  to  Mr.  Auriol  than  he  made  us  an  offer  of  his  experience  and 
services  to  continue  the  supplies  for  the  current  year  without  any  com¬ 
mission  or  compensation  whatever  for  his  trouble,  wishing  to  remove  the 
impression,  which  was  implied  by  your  letter,  that  his  advantages  had 
excluded  [exceeded]  the  value  of  his  services.  We  have  nevertheless,  in 
obedience  to  your  orders,  published  an  advertisement  for  the  receipt  of 
proposals  for  performing  this  branch  of  the  public  service  by  contract,  and 
upon  the  day  appointed  we  shall  proceed  to  consider  such  as  may  have 
been  tendered. 


95.  As  a  preliminary  to  it  we  have  required  from  the  Accountant 
General  a  complete  average  account  of  the  rate  of  all  the  supplies  of  rice 
sent  by  the  Agent  to  Madras  on  *  vessels  of  every  kind  excepting  the 
Company's  chartered  ships,  which  were  exempt  from  the  charge  of  freight, 
and  Mr.  Touchet's  vessels  which  were  also  exempt  from  the  Agent's 
commission. 


96.  For  our  proceedings  on  this  point  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 

Paragraph  45.  former  part  of  this  letter,  paragraph  76. 

97.  We  have  duly  signified  your  orders  regarding  His  Majesty's 

p  .  troops  to  the  proper  officers.  For  a  more  particular 

aiagrap  s  4  -50-  repiy  to  these  paragraphs  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
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10  our  letter  from  the  Secret  Department,  contenting  ourselves  in  this 

Paraeranhs  K,.5  Place  with  informing  you  that  we  have  accordingly 

annulled  the  appointment  of  Mr.  R.  J.  Sulivan  as 
Resident  at  the  Court  of  the  Nabob  Walla  Jah. 


Paragraphs  53-4. 


98.  Will  be  explained  from  the  Revenue  Depart¬ 
ment. 


Paragraphs  55-6 


99.  We  have  already  informed  you,  and  beg  leave  to  repeat  that 
the  plan  of  supplying  the  treasury  at  Canton  by  the  produce  of  the 

Company's  opium  was  not  a  matter  of  choice  but 
necessity.  We  had  the  produce  of  the  manufacture 
for  two  years  lying  on  hand  unsaleable  on  account  of  the  dangerous 
navigation  for  ships  of  no  force  in  the  Streights  of  Malacca  which  were 
infested  by  the  enemy's  cruizers.  Neither  of  the  modes  which  we  adopt 
under  these  circumstances  would  have  been  agreed  to  as  a  public  measure, 
could  individuals  have  been  inclined  to  engage  in  the  opium  trade.  We 
therefore  beg  you  to  view  the  transaction  in  this  light.  Part  of  the  opium 
sent  on  the  Betsey  Lo  Rhio  was  sold  at  350  dollars  per  chest,  and  the 
whole  would  have  sold  well,  but  by  a  treacherous  connivance  of  the  Chief 
of  Rhio  with  the  Dutch  the  former  suffered  the  neutrality  of  his  port  to 
be  violated,  and  the  vessel  was  attacked  and  captured,  under  the  cover 
of  his  gun,  with  the  remainder  of  her  cargo  which  was  on  board  and  which 
the  Chief  would  not  suffer  to  be  landed,  but  on  application  for  permission 
promised  his  protection  to  the  vessel,  the  more  effectually  to  lull  the 
apprehension  of  the  commander  and  to  cover  his  designs. 


100.  With  respect  to  the  consignment  sent  by  the  Nonsuch  to  the 
supercargoes  at  Canton  we  had  very  good  information,  before  we  dis- 
patched  it,  that  the  nominal  prohibition  of  opium  at  China  was  no 
impediment  to  the  constant  and  open  importation  and  sale  of  it  at  that 
place;  and  the  supercargoes  never  state  this  as  an  objection  against  it, 
although  they  after  the  receipt  and  sale  of  the  opium  by  the  Nonsuch 
used  such  arguments  as  occurred  to  them  to  enforce  their  request  that  we 
would  not  repeat  the  consignment  if  we  could  possibly  supply  them  by 
any  other  means.  As  you  declare  it  to  be  unbecoming  we  shall  under¬ 
stand  this  as  a  prohibition  and  most  strictly  conform  to  it. 


101. 


We  have  given  the  necessary  orders  at  the  treasury  for  the 
discharge  of  the  bonds  due  to  the  estate  of  the  late 
aragrap  37.  Captain  Edward  Roach,  or  for  transfering  the  amount 
in  exchange  for  bills  upon  you  in  favour  of  the  executor  William  Bensley 
Esquire. 


102.  We  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  we  shall  strictly  adhere  to  this 
restriction  in  point  of  drafts  to  be  made  on  your  treasury,  excepting  only 

those  drafts  which  in  virtue  of  your  authority  and  by 
Paragraph  58.  the  obligation  of  former  engagements  we  are  under 
the  necessity  of  granting  in  favor  of  the  subscribers  to  the  investment 
loan,  and  the  bondholders  of  the  4  per  cent  remittance  loan,  three  fifths 
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or  three  annual  proportions  of  which  remain  yet  to  be  paid  off,  unless 
we  shall  find  it  necessary  to  continue  the  same  mode  of  providing  an 
investment  for  the  ensuing  season. 


103.  In  order  to  carry  your  intention  in  this  order  fully  into  execu¬ 
tion  we  have  required  a  return  from  each  department  in  the  service  of 

.  all  the  Europeans  not  being  covenanted  servants  of 

aragrap  59.  the  Company  who  are  employed  under  them  respec¬ 

tively.  Many  of  their  returns  have  already  been  sent  in  and  we  shall 
take  an  early  occasion  to  proceed  upon  them  to  the  accomplishment  of 
your  commands. 

104.  We  have  omitted  the  appointment  of  Mr.  James  Lucy  Dighton 

Parao-ra  h  60  conformably  to  your  orders,  and  shall  observe  the 

aragrap  .  restriction  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  lay  us 

under  in  this  paragraph. 


Paiagraph  61. 


105.  Will  be  replied  to  from  the  Revenue 
Department. 


Paragraphs  62-4. 


106.  Will  be  replied  to  from  the  Secret  Depart¬ 
ment. 


Paragraphs  65-9. 


107.  These  several  appointments  will  accordingly 
take  effect. 


ro8.  You  have  already  been  informed  of  our  resolution  not  to  grant 
any  further  brevet  commissions  to  officers  going  home  on  the  pension; 

the  particular  instances  in  which  we  had  yielded  to 
Paragraph  70.  extraordinary  circumstances,  strongly  recommended  to 

us  for  this  purpose,  have  been  laid  before  you,  and  in  reply  to  this  para¬ 
graph  of  your  letter  we  beg  leave  to  repeat  our  above  resolution  which 
is  so  conformable  to  it. 


109.  We  confined  our  indulgence  of  double  the  usual  amount  of 
certificates  to  the  commanders  of  your  ships  to  those  of  one  season,  which 

were  few  in  number  and  granted  under  peculiar 
Paragraphs  71-3.  circumstances  as  represented  to  you  at  the  time;  we 
have  refused  every  application  which  has  been  made  to  us  since  then  for 
the  like  privilege  and  shall  continue  to  decline  granting  any  similar 
additions  in  future. 

110.  We  have  ordered  the  Company’s  Attorney  to  furnish  us  with 
a  particular  state  of  all  the  suits  which  have  been  ordered  to  be  com¬ 
menced,  and  of  those  in  which  the  Company  is  any 

Paragraphs  74-5.  way  engage(^  which  we  expect  from  him  in  time  to 

be  transmitted  to  you  a  number  in  this  packet. 

111.  We  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  we  have  never  granted 
certificates  for  the  pension  to  any  surgeons  or  assistant  surgeons  attached 
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Paragraphs  77-8 . 


to  the  civil  establishment  under  this  Presidency,  nor  do  we  recollect  to 

have  ever  received  any  applications  for  them.  The 
Fund  has  appeared  to  us  and  been  generally  understood 
to  be  a  military  fund,  and  instituted  solely  for  the  benefit  of  persons 
belonging  to  the  army,  among  whom  indeed  we  have  considered  conduc¬ 
tors  of  artillery  which  is  the  only  doubtful  class  whose  certificates  have 
received  our  confirmation  of  them. 


General  Letter  28th  August  1782. 


Pai  agraplis  3-3. 


115.  Will  be  replied  to  from  the  Secret  Depart¬ 


ment. 


113.  In  obedience  to  the  orders  contained  in  this  paragraph  Mr. 
Francis  Fowke  has  been  appointed  to  the  station  of  Resident  at  Benares 

and  Mr.  William  Markham  recalled  from  thence. 

Paragraphs  4-5.  For  our  proceedings  upon  this  occasion  we  beg  leave 

March.  10th  Maich.  to  refer  you  to  the  consultations  noted  m  the  margin. 

When  the  appointment  had  been  made  the  Governor 
General  moved  that  Mr.  Fowke  should  be  invested  with  all  the  powers 

and  authorities  of  his  predecessor,  which  were  judged 
Mar?hSU^tatB°n  essential  to  the  proper  execution  of  his  trust,  and  we 

have  furnished  him  with  letters  and  instructions 
accordingly,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer. 


114.  The  agency  for  boats,  lately  held  by  Mr.  Francis  Fowke,  has 
been  abolished,  and  that  service  shall  be  executed  by  contract  in  confor¬ 
mity  to  your  commands. 


115.  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Bristow  to  Lucknow  had  taken  place 

on  the  special  recommendation  of  the  Governor  Gene¬ 
ral  sometime  previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  as 
we  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  in  ours  of  the  7th  December  178s. 


Paragraph  6. 


116.  We  have  published  in  General  Orders  the  purport  of  your 
directions,  contained  in  these  paragraphs,  for  the  reduction  of  the 

establishment  of  field  officers  to  its  former  complement, 
aragiap  s  7-15.  anci  gxe(j  first  of  this  month  for  the  retrenchment 

which  is  to  take  place  from  the  pay  and  allowances  of  the  supernumerary 
majors  and  captains. 


117.  We  have  likewise  communicated  these  paragraphs  to  General 
Stibbert,  from  whom  we  have  received  a  letter,  copy  of  which  we  enclose, 
promising  a  further  reply  which  he  hopes  will  be  satisfactory  to  you. 
In  the  meantime  he  requests  your  attention  to  his  letters  of  the  54th 
December  1780  and  15  th  April  1781,  which  you  will  find  entered  on  our 
consultations  in  your  possession. 


118.  For  our  own  part  we  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  no  persons 
could  possess  a  higher  respect  for  the  opinion  and  experience  of  the 
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Commander  in  Chief  of  the  forces  in  India  than  the  members  who  com¬ 
posed  the  Board  at  that  time.  But  the  regulations  which  we  adopted 
without  his  participation  in  them  were  founded  upon  the  same  principle 
which  had  operated  on  his  mind  when  he  formed  the  prior  arrangement 
of  the  army,  and  were  intended  as  an  improvement  upon  it,  dictated  by 
the  experience  he  had  of  its  effect;  and  the  necessity  of  immediately 
replacing  on  the  most  economical  footing  the  large  detachment  which  had 
been  sent  to  his  assistance  would  not  admit  of  our  waiting  to  consult  him 
upon  it.  For  the  future  it  is  our  intention  to  adhere  literally  to  the 
restriction  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  prescribe  to  us. 

119.  We  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  the  promotion  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Blair  to  the  brevet  rank  of  colonel  was  made  with  a  special 
reservation  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tottingham  who 
was  not  intended  to  be  superseded  by  it  when  he  rose  to  that  rank.  This 
officer  is  since  gone  to  England,  and  Colonel  Blair  derives  no  additional 
pay  or  emolument  from  his  advancement. 

130.  Major  Peter  Grant  has  long  since  embarked  for  England  but 

we  have  thought  it  proper  to  publish  to  the  army 

Paragraph  16.  the  sense  which  vou  entertain  of  his  unworthv 

* 

conduct. 


131.  It  is  our  duty,  and  we  shall  do  all  that  lies  in  our  power,  to 
p  .  enforce  the  due  observance  of  the  order,  contained  in 

aragrap  1  17.  this  paragrapj^  for  sending  home  any  officers  who  may 

be  cashiered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general  court  martial. 


133.  We  have  communicated  the  paragraph  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  the  application  having  been 
made  at  his  instance. 


Paiagiaph  18. 


Paragraph  39. 


133.  A  civil  suit  having  been  instituted  against  Major  Balfour,  the 
senior  of  those  officers  who  refused  to  submit  their  property  in  the 

Beedjygurr  prize  money  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Board,  with  intention  to  establish  the  Company's  right 
to  the  proportion  received  by  him,  and  consequently  by  that  precedent 
to  the  whole,  and  the  same  witnesses  having  been  examined  in  this  cause 
whose  evidence  would  be  necessary  at  a  general  court  martial,  it  appears 
to  us  under  the  present  circumstances  that  it  would  be  improper  and 
we  very  much  doubt  whether  it  would  be  legal  to  commence  a  criminal 
prosecution  against  the  commanding  officer  who  has  not  denied  to  submit 
his  right  to  the  judgment  of  the  Board.  Indeed  the  Commander  in  Chief 
has  declared  it  as  his  opinion  that  he  could  not  hold  himself  justified  in 
granting  a  warrant  for  a  general  court  martial  to  be  held  upon  Major 
Popham  while  the  above  suit  is  depending. 


Paragraphs  30- 1. 


134.  The  notice  contained  in  these  paragraphs 
of  military  appointments  shall  be  duly  attended  to. 
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125.  Our  motive  for  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  road  from 
Calcutta  to  Chunar  was  the  great  utility  of  it  compared  to  the  smallness 

of  the  expence  to  be  incurred  for  such  an  extensive 

Road^uT^enares  undertaking,  and  the  prospect  there  was  that  the 

amount  would  be  saved  to  the  Company  in  a  short 
course  of  time  in  the  march  of  the  troops  and  carriage  of  stores  by  such 
a  ready  and  easy  communication.  Our  not  having  mentioned  it  to  you 
in  our  advices  was  certainly  an  omission,  but  in  such  a  variety  of  diffusive 
matter  as  composes  the  bulk  of  our  records  and  the  subjects  of  our  pro¬ 
ceedings  we  must  claim  your  indulgence  if  by  any  accident  or  inadver¬ 
tency  the  mention  of  every  particular  event  or  circumstance  should 
escape  us. 


126.  We  have  intimated  the  purport  of  your  orders  concerning  the 
reward  of  Captain  Rankin  for  this  service  to  him,  and  as  the  most  difficult 
part  of  the  road  is  completed  we  have  desired  him  to  finish  the  remainder 
of  it  in  the  manner  he  intended,  when  the  restriction  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  lay  for  the  expence  of  its  repairs  shall  be  punctually 
attended  to.  We  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  whole  amount  hitherto 
advanced  for  this  service  is  sicca  rupees  1,09,568-15-6. 


127.  We  cannot  quit  this  subject  without  remarking  how  hard  it  is 
that  we  should  receive  your  censure  for  an  act  for  which  we  did  think 
ourselves  entitled  to  your  approbation,  as  the  following  summary  view  of 
it  will  demonstrate,  if  you  will  allow  us  credit  for  the  facts  on  which  it 
is  constructed.  The  distance  of  Chunar  from  Calcutta  by  the  present 
road  is  600  miles;  it  will  be  reduced  to  398  exactly  by  that  now  making. 
This  passes  in  its  course  over  the  most  impracticable  parts  of  the  western 
quarter  of  Bengal,  through  woods,  rocks  and  hills  hitherto  impassable, 
the  whole  expence  on  the  estimate  if  the  commission  be  included  will 
be  sicca  rupees  2,88,875. 

128.  Captain  Rankin  has  assured  us  that  the  real  expence  will  fall 
short  of  that  amount,  but  admitting  it  to  be  equal  to  the  estimate,  the 
expence  per  mile,  which  we  have  a  right  to  apply  to  the  actual  distance 
by  the  present  road,  is  only  sicca  rupees  503  per  mile,  and  calculated  on 
the  new  road  is  725  sicca  rupees  per  mile.  We  believe  that  we  may 
venture  to  refer  it  to  your  comparison  of  the  expence  which  would  attend 
a  similar  work  in  any  part  of  Europe  in  the  conviction  that  it  would  be 
done  no  where  so  cheap. 

129.  Allow  us,  in  all  submission,  to  add  that  we  think  ourselves 
entitled  to  some  indulgence  even  if  the  expence  of  this  work  were,  as 
you  have  stated  it,  unreasonable,  since  our  exertions  have  produced  for 
every  rupee  of  expence,  which  you  have  condemned  on  this  principle,  an 
excess  of  many  hundreds  by  new  and  extraordinary  resources.  The  credit 
of  your  means  is  preserved  in  the  public  opinion  by  undertakings  of  such 
magnitude  and  notoriety,  and  they  are  at  least  seasonable  in  the  means 
which  they  afford  of  facilitating  and  quickening  your  military  operations 
at  a  time  so  peculiarly  requiring  dispatch. 
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130.  We  ha\  c  given  proper  orders  to  the  Commissioners  of  Customs 

Paragraph  38.  for  a  compliance  with  this  paragraph,  and  they  will 

accordingly  cause  every  package  of  private  trade  on 
board  your  ships  to  be  marked  and  registered  by  the  owners.  We  have 

placed  Mr.  Ewart  on  the  list  of  servants  in  the  rank 
you  have  thought  proper-  to  assign  him,  and  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  to  a  former  part  of  this  letter  for  our  intention  with  respect 
to  this  genleman. 


Paiagraph  30. 


Paragraph  31, 


131.  We 
vance  of  this 


of  packets  in  future. 


shall  pay  strict  attention  to  the  obser- 
prohibition  of  privilege  to  the  captains 


P  ,  „„  J'his  paragraph  is  replied  to  in  a  former 

part  of  this  letter  by  our  observation  upon  your 
preceding  orders  respecting  bills  of  exchange. 

133-  We  have  signified  to  Mr.  Larkins  your  favorable  sentiments 

Paraffranh  and  determination  respecting  him.  We  are  sorry  to 

s  p  38-  inform  you  that  Mr.  Larkins  from  a  total  want  of 

health  has  been  obliged  to  resolve  on  making  a  sea  voyage  to  Bombay 
for  his  recovery. 


134.  We  are  sorry  that  it  should  have  escaped  you  to  refer  to  our 
letter  of  the  15th  of  -March  1774,  paragraph  92,  accompanying  which 

Paraoiani,  }'ou  wdl  find  that  we  transmitted  to  you  the  report 

•  ‘  of  our  Military  Paymaster  General  upon  the  claim 
of  the  executors  of  the  late  Captain  Spellman,  which  contained  all  the 
particulars  that  he  could  learn  concerning  it.  As  the  memorial  from 
them,  to  which  you  now  refer  us,  was  not  received  by  the  Greyhound 
packet  we  shall  wait  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  by  which  we  expect  it  will 
come,  and  submit  it  to  our  present  Paymaster  General  who,  from  the 
lights  which  it  may  afford  him,  will  possibly  be  able  to  inform  us  of 
further  particulars  concerning  those  transactions  and  enable  us  to  decide 
on  the  justice  of  the  demand. 


1 35 .  We  have  notified  this  order  to  the  Paymaster  General,  to 

prevent  him  paying  any  bills  drawn  on  account  of 
Major  Fairfax,  and  beg  leave  to  assure  you  of  our 
observance  of  it  on  all  future  occasion. 


Paragraph  39. 


136.  We  likewise  propose  to  pay  every  possible  attention  to  this 
rule  concerning  the  establishment  of  packets.  The  present  packet  must 

be  an  exception  to  it,  as  the  Surprize  is  a  vessel  not 
aragrap  s  40-3.  belonging  to  the  Company  but  taken  up  for  the 

purpose  of  carrying  dispatches  which  we  deemed  of  consequence  sufficient 
to  warrant  our  engaging  her  on  the  terms  proposed  to  convey  to  you  the 
earliest  possible  intelligence  of  the  important  events  to  which  they  relate. 


137.  A  copy  of  the  eharterparty  of  the  Surprize  is  sent  a  number 
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in  the  packet;  you  will  find  the  amount  at  which  she  is  lett  for  this 
voyage  to  the  Company  is  10,000  rupees  per  month  until  her  return,  4 
months  of  which  are  to  be  paid  in  advance,  and  the  period  for  which  she 
remains  in  England  or  Ireland  is  at  )our  option  to  be  paid  there,  and 
[or  the  accommodation  of  the  owner;  we  accordingly  recommended  it; 
there  was  no  other  vessel  fit  for  the  purpose  in  the  river  or  within  the 
:ommand  of  this  Government,  necessity  obliged  us  to  accede  to  Colonel 
Watson’s  terms.  She  will  cost  the  Company  much  less  than  the  packet 
dispatched  by  Lord  Clive  in  1 766. 

138.  The  expence  of  the  freight  forming  only  one  gross  sum  may 
appear  exorbitant,  but  we  request  you  to  compare  its  aggregate  amount 
it  the  expiration  of  the  voyage  with  the  expence  which  has  attended  any 
3ther  vessel  of  the  same  burthen  which,  at  any  period  of  time,  has  been 
dispatched  to  England  with  your  expresses,  and  we  believe  you  will  find 
it  by  far  the  most  moderate. 

139.  The  Swallow  and  Nancy  are  the  only  two  remaining  vessels 
belonging  to  the  Bengal  Marine,  unless  a  small  vessel  equipped  for 
Daptain  Thomas  Forrest  (whom  you  had  appointed  to  this  establishment) 
md  lately  returned  from  the  eastward  can  be  considered  so.  A  return 
)f  the  complement  of  each,  with  a  list  of  the  officers  attached  to  the 
Bengal  Marine,  shall  be  transmitted  to  you  by  this  packet. 

140.  Having  now,  as  we  hope,  replied  fully  and  explicitly  to  your 
►everal  last  letters  we  shall  resume  the  subject  of  our  own  transactions  in 
he  common  course  of  business. 

141.  We  have  informed  you,  from  the  Secret  Department,  of  the 
leparture  of  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Eyre  Coote  on  the  Resolution  for 
viadras,  to  resume  the  command  of  the  army  in  the  Carnatic. 

142.  When  we  no  longer  entertained  any  hopes  of  the  arrival  of  the 
dedea  frigate  on  which  Sir  Eyre  Coote  had  intended  to  embark  for 
dadras,  and  his  proceeding  thither  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
ervice  we  resolved  to  freight  the  Nonsuch ,  belonging  to  Colonel  Watson, 
vhich  was  returned  from  China,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  him  and  of 
ransporting  a  supply  of  treasure  for  the  army.  After  we  had  settled  the 
erms  and  the  vessel  was  under  preparation  the  Resolution ,  a  swift  sailing 
:oppered  ship,  arrived  from  Madras  and  Captain  Mercer  who  was  the 
>wner  made  an  offer  of  her  to  accommodate  the  General  and  a  part  of 

his  suite,  for  the  consideration  only  of  freight  at  six 
[arch  rebruary*  3rd  rupees  per  bag  upon  4,000  bags  of  rice,  which  part  of 

her  cargo  he  agreed  to  leave  out  in  order  to  keep  the 
hip  in  a  sailing  trim.  As  the  General  preferred  this  ship,  on  account 
f  her  superior  accommodations  for  his  family  which  he  meant  to  take 
rith  him,  we  agreed  to  engage  her. 

143.  His  Majesty’s  ship  San  Carlos  arrived  here  about  this  time,  and 
imished  the  means  of  affording  additional  protection  to  the  General's 
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person  and  to  the  treasure  by  sailing  in  company  with  him,  a  point 
which  we  deemed  of  no  small  consequence  when  we  knew  that  at  least 
two  of  the  enemy’s  ships  of  force  were  cruizing  off  Madras  to  intercept  him. 

144.  As  the  San  Ccnlos  was  more  fit,  in  every  respect,  to  perform  the 
service  for  which  the  Xonsuch  was  still  under  engagement,  by  acting  as  a 
safeguard  to  the  General,  accommodating  part  of  the  officers  of  his  suite 
and  transporting  a  proportion  of  the  treasure.  Colonel  Watson  who  assured 
us  that  he  had  no  other  view’  in  letting  the  Xonsuch  than  the  performance 
of  this  service  desired  leave  to  withdraw  her  from  it  in  order  to  dispatch 
her,  agreeably  to  her  original  destination,  to  China,  to  which  we  accord¬ 
ing!  v  agreed. 

145.  We  have  taken  the  opportunity  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote’s  return  to 
Madras  to  send  wTith  him  100  European  artillery  men  and  200  artillery 
lascars ,  to  compleate  that  branch  of  the  detachment  from  this  place. 

146.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  thought  it  proper,  before  his  departure,  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  us  in  strong  terms  and  through  us  to  your  notice  and  favor 

Mr.  Thomas  Graham  who  has  served  him  in  the 
15th  March.  station  of  Persian  Interpreter  during  all  the  late  cam¬ 

paigns  in  the  Carnatic,  and  is  still  attendant  on  him  in  his  return  thither. 
We  are  induced,  as  well  from  a  persuasion  of  Mr.  Graham’s  merit  and 
abilities  as  from  our  respect  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  to  second  his 
recommendation  of  him. 


30th  March. 


147.  At  the  particular  solicitation  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  we 
have  yielded  our  acquiescence  to  an  honorary  distinction  which  he  wished 

to  confer  upon  Captains  James  Moore  and  Patrick  Hay, 
the  two  senior  officers  of  the  rank  with  the  detach¬ 
ment  in  the  Carnatic,  by  granting  them  the  temporary  brevet  rank  of 
majors  while  the  service  continued,  without  any  increase  of  pay  or 
advantages  and  without  prejudice  to  the  rank  of  their  seniors  upon  this 
establishment. 


148.  This  is  a  deviation  from  your  orders  which  we  could  not  refuse 
to  an  officer  who  merited  so  much  from  us  and  more  from  your  Honourable 
Court  than  you  can  conceive,  not  possessing  as  we  do  the  knowledge  of 
the  very  infirm  state  of  health  under  which  his  zeal  has  prompted  him 
to  return  to  a  service  of  such  difficulty  and  fatigue  as  may  prove  fatal 
to  him  independantly  of  the  ordinary  hazards  of  war  but  to  which  his 
spirit  will  afford  him  the  resources  of  activity;  and  we  are  morally  certain 
that  an  honourable  close  of  the  war  depends  solely  on  his  conduct  and 
reputation.  We  repeat  the  promise  made  in  the  6oth  paragraph  <?f  this 
letter  that  for  the  future  we  will  not,  in  a  single  instance,  deviate  from 
your  orders,  and  we  trust  that  with  this  explanation  we  shall  have  your 
pardon  for  the  preceding  instances  in  which  we  have  departed  from  them. 


149.  The  Commander  in  Chief  having  thought  it  necesss%  to  appoint 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Cathcart  to  be  Quartermaster  General  and  Major 
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Grattan  to  be  Adjutant  General  of  His  Majesty’s  forces  in  India,  and  to 
request  that  these  officers  might  be  allowed  the  same  establishments  as  were 
drawn  for  the  corresponding  stations  in  the  Company’s  service,  wherever 
they  might  be,  we  shall  accordingly  comply  as  far  as  the  case  may  regard 
this  Presidency. 

150.  In  consequence  of  a  representation  made  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief  by  Captain  Hearsey,  whom  he  had  left  in  the  controul  of  the  Bullock 
Department  for  the  carriage  of  grain  for  the  army  in  the  Carnatic,  stating 
that  he  experienced  insuperable  difficulties  in  his  Department  from  the 
interference  of  a  person  appointed  by  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George 
to  keep  the  grain  accounts  and  to  collect  the  money  for  grain  delivered 
out,  which  he  begged  the  Commander  in  Chiefs  interference  to  relieve 
him  from,  least  the  Department  should  fall  again  into  its  former  confusion 
the  Commander  in  Chief  thought  it  necessary  to  request  that  we  would 
recommend  the  plan  which  he  had  established  for  this  duty  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  at  Fort  St.  George,  especially  as  it  had  succeeded  beyond  his  expecta¬ 
tion  and  Captain  Hearsey  had  shewn  great  care  and  attention  to  reduce 
it  to  regularity. 


151.  We  mentioned  these  circumstances  to  the  Government  at  Fort 
St.  George,  and  depending  on  their  readiness  to  leave  every  point  of  detail, 

57th  February.  which  might  tend  to  facilitate  the  march  or  supply  of 

the  army,  to  the  sole  arrangement  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  whose  experience  enabled  him,  and  whose  credit  required  him 
to  adopt  the  most  eligible  and  effectual  means  for  that  purpose,  we 
intimated  our  wish  that  they  would  revoke  any  appointment  which  they 
had  made  contrary  to  his  plan  and  of  wThich  he  disapproved. 


155.  A  list  of  the  officers  in  the  King’s  service  ordered  home  upon 
duty  for  the  recruiting  service,  in  consequence  of  His  Majesty’s  command 
signified  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  having  been  laid  before  us  by  him 
we  transmitted  a  copy  of  it  to  the  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George 
where  most  of  the  officers  had  been  stationed,  and  requested  that  they 
might  be  accommodated  with  passages  by  the  Company’s  ships.  The 
President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  in  reply  to  our  letter  quoted 
an  order  which  they  had  received  from  you  under  date  55th  January  1782, 
and  which,  they  thought,  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  grant  passages  to 
these  officers  at  the  Company’s  expence.  Upon  the  perusal  of  the  order 
we  found  that  it  applyed  only  to  four  officers  who  had  gone  home  of  their 
own  accord  and  for  their  own  occasions,  but  whose  passages  had  been  paid 
for  by  the  Government  at  Madras,  which  appearing  to  be  a  very  different 
case  from  that  of  officers  sent  to  Europe  upon  duty,  and  by  orders  from 
authority  we  explained  our  opinion  of  it  and  repeated  our  request  to  the 
Government  at  Fort  St.  George.  Those  officers  who  being  In  this  situa¬ 
tion  have  been  ordered  passages  by  us  upon  your  ships  will  be  seen  by 
the  respective  lists  of  passengers  on  each;  we  have  left  the  amount  to  be 
paid  to  the  captains  on  their  arrival  in  England. 


*53*  The  President  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  have  been 
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obliged  b\  the  lo^s  of  their  factory  house  and  warehouses  at  Luckypore, 
which  have  been  carried  away  by  the  river,  to  propose  the  erection  of  a 


24th-*  Mai  cli. 


new  factory  at  a  village  in  that  part,  called  Patta 
Hauta,  some  distance  from  the  riverside.  We  have 


ordered  a  little  quantity  of  ground  to  what  they  originally  possessed 
in  the  former  factory,  to  be  allotted  to  them  at  this  place  in  exchange  for 
what  remains  of  the  old  spot,  and  approved  of  their  removing  the  factory 
to  this  situation,  but  recommended,  in  the  present  state  of  the  public 
finances,  that  thev  should  be  satisfied  with  building  a  bungalo  (or  thatched 
building)  for  the  habitation  of  their  Chief,  and  [a]  warehouse  for  the 
lodgment  of  their  goods  instead  of  a  house  and  warehouses  which  they 
had  estimated  at  50,000  rupees. 


154.  On  the  same  day  the  Board  of  Trade  complained  to  us  of  the 
detriment  which  the  investment  at  the  Luckypore  aiming,  in  particular, 
sustained  from  the  number  of  private  factories  which  had  been  established 
by  European  agents,  who  promoted  a  competition  for  goods,  outbid  the 
Company ’s  prices  and  had  caused  considerable  debasements  of  the  manu¬ 
factures.  We  ordered  the  Committee  of  Revenue  immediately  to  require 
the  evacuation  of  four  of  these  factories,  which  they  mentioned  by  name, 
and  to  require  all  the  Europeans  not  being  in  the  Company’s  service 
possessing  the  special  licence  of  the  Court  of  Directors  or  of  this 
Government  for  their  residence  in  the  districts  to  retire  from  them, 
according  to  the  clause  enacted  in  the  late  Act  of  Parliament  for 
such  cases. 


155.  Proposals  were  made  to  us  sometime  ago  by  a  Mr-  Lennox,  as 
you  have  been  already  informed,  for  furnishing  a  quantity  of  indigo  for 
the  Company’s  investment,  which  upon  an  idea  that  the  encouragement 
of  this  manufacture  since  the  trade  of  America  has  been  lost  to  the  mother 


20th  February. 


country  might  be  of  great  national  advantage  we 
recommended  to  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of 


Trade.  Their  opinion  was  by  no  means  unfavourable  to  it,  and  it  appears 
bv  the  reports  of  considerable  brokers  in  London  upon  the  quality  of 
Mr.  P'rinsep’s  indigo  sent  home,  and  the  improvements  which  it  was  so 
easily  capable  of,  that  it  might  be  made  a  traffick  of  very  profitable  concern. 
We  are  restricted  in  your  list  of  investment  from  sending  home  any 
more  of  this  article,  and  indeed  had  not  this  restriction  arrived  our  accept¬ 
ance  of  the  tender  of  Lucknow  cloths  compleated  the  appropriation  of 
the  balance  of  the  investment  loan,  and  left  us  no  option  to  increase  the 


quantity  of  indigo,  a  preference  for  which,  in  case  of  any  such  increase, 
we  find  by  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  lately  referred  to  us, 

was  due  to  Mr.  Prinsep  by  the  promises  winch  his 
4th  March.  exertions  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  that 

branch  had  exacted  from  them  as  the  managers  and  protectors  of  the 


Company’s  commerce. 


156.  The  Commercial  Resident  at  Rungpore  in  consequence  of  a 
disappointment  which  he  met  with  in  securing  all  the  October  bund  of 
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silk  from  the  tardiness  of  his  advances  proposed  to  the  Board  of  Trade 

to  compleat  his  contract  by  the  delivery  of  an  increased 
proportion  of  the  white  silk,  which  they  approved  and 
recommended  to  us,  and  we  have  assented  to. 


27th  February. 


157.  Information  has  been  lately  received  from  the  Resident  at 
Malda  that  a  body  of  Sinassies  had  assembled  and  were  pillaging  the 

country  in  that  neighbourhood.  The  districts  in  the 
o5tb  neighbourhood  of  Silburris  have  been  almost  annually 

24t  arc  *  subjected  to  the  casual  depredations  of  Mujenoo 

Shau  and  his  followers,  who  are  only  to  be  checked  or  dispersed  by  a 
proper  military  force.  One  complete  regiment  has  therefore  been  ordered 
upon  this  service  from  the  nearest  military  station. 

158.  The  free  merchants3  and  mariners  of  this  town  and  port  having 
proposed  to  us  sundry  regulations  which  they  thought  it  necessary  to 
recommend  for  the  care  and  certainty  of  manning  the  ships  with  fit 
seamen  and  lascars,  in  which  the  greatest  difficulties  and  distress  had 
sometimes,  but  particularly  of  late,  been  experienced,  we  caused  them  to 
be  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  bye  law,  which  the  Company’s  Attorney  has 

been  instructed  to  register  and  publish  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  Supreme  Court  as  the  law  directs.  For 
the  particulars  of  this  bye  law,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
to  the  plan  which  is  entered  on  our  consultation  noted  in  the  margin. 


Consultation 
3rd  March. 


159.  By  the  compromise  made  with  Hartwell  Smith  for  the  value  of 
the  small  arms,  bought  by  hixn  at  the  Company’s  sale  and  lost  with  the 
boat  which  contained  them  while  under  stoppage  at  the  custom  house, 

we  have  been  obliged  to  pay  him  the  sum  of  sicca 
rupees  11,371-10-9;  which  by  the  vouchers  and  evi¬ 
dence  produced  it  appeared  he  had  a  just  claim  to. 


6th  March. 


160.  A  plan  has  been  proposed  and  generally  agreed  to  by  the 
officers  of  the  army,  under  whose  authority  and  approbation  it  comes 
recommended  to  us  by  a  committee  of  them,  for  establishing  a  main¬ 
tenance  and  future  provision  for  the  orphans  of  officers  who  may  die  in 
the  Company’s  service  by  the  means  of  a  fund  to  be  raised  by  stoppages 
from  the  pay  of  every  officer  and  surgeon  from  the  rank  of  major  down¬ 
wards.  In  compliance  with  his  request  we  have  ordered  the  Paymaster 
General  to  cause  the  above  stoppages  to  be  made  from  the  pay  of  every 
officer  of  that  description  who  shall  voluntarily  consent  to  it,  to  receive 
the  accounts  of  money  collected  by  the  subordinate  paymasters,  and  to 
account  himself  with  the  managers  of  the  fund  for  the  amount  quarterly. 

For  the  rest  we  refer  you  to  the  plan  itself  and  to  the 
ManSiSUltati0n  arguments  which  have  been  adduced  in  favour  of  it, 

ar  *  as  they  stand  recorded  in  our  proceedings.  A  printed 

copy  of  the  former  makes  a  number  in  the  packet. 

%6i .  The  respect  which  we  bear  to  so  valuable  a  part  of  your  service 
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induced  us  to  refer  this  subject  to  your  consideration,  but  without  offer¬ 
ing  any  opinion  upon  it,  which  we  hope  you  will  think  unnecessary  as 
your  judgement  upon  it  wall  not  require  the  aid  of  any  local  knowledge. 


162.  The  fort  of  Buxar  from  its  natural  and  improved  state  being 
a  place  of  some  strength,  and  proper  from  its  situation  to  furnish  the 
necessary  detachments  for  enforcing  the  collections  and  preserving  the 
peace  of  the  contiguous  parts  of  the  frontier  of  Bahar  and  the  Zemindarv 
of  Raja  Mahipnarain,  we  have  made  some  additions  to  the  command  at 


rd  March  t^iat  stat*on  ^rom  t^ie  cantonments  at  Dinapore,  and 

arc  *  ordered  a  small  depot  of  provisions  to  be  constantly 

kept  up  in  the  garrison. 


163.  Major  Thomas  Nichol,  who  was  restored  by  you  to  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  service,  has  addressed  us  on  the  subject  of  his  rank,  which  in  con- 
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sequence  of  the  general  amnesty  you  were  pleased  to 
pass  on  the  conduct  of  the  officers  concerned  in  the 


resignation  of  1766,  of  whom  he  was  one,  he  thought  should  be  equal  to 
his  progress  in  the  regular  rise  of  the  service  from  his  original  place  in 
it  before  that  event.  As  the  rank  which  he  now  possesses  is  held  by 
virtue  of  your  authority  we  have  referred  him  for  any  further  claim 
which  he  may  have  to  your  decision. 


164.  We  likewise  take  the  liberty  to  request  your  determination 
upon  the  memorial  of  Mr.  John  Stormonth,  a  Surgeon  in  your  service, 
which  was  formerly  referred  to  you  in  our  General  Letter  noted  in  the 
margin,  but  to  which  we  have  hitherto  received  no  reply.  Mr.  Stormonth 
has  lately  renewed  his  petition,  and  we  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you 
a  copy  of  his  letter. 


165.  Mr.  Hare  the  late  Sheriff  having  received  our  orders  to  repair 

the  harronbarry  or  house  of  correction  in  Calcutta  at  the  same  time 

,  XT  ,  when  we  authorized  him  to  correct  a  proper  prison 

15th  November.  „  ,  ^  r  iT  jr  j 

wall  round  the  new  jail  reported  to  us  the  decayed 

state  of  the  buildings  and  wall  which  required  such  a  thorough  repair 

that  he  estimated  its  expence  at  25,000  rupees.  At  the  same  time  he 

proposed  the  erection  of  a  new  harronbarry  in  the  stile  of  the  new 

jail  and  adjoining  to  it,  by  which  a  nuisance  would  be  removed  from  the 

centre  of  the  town  and  a  more  durable  accommodation  established  in 


its  room.  As  he  offered  to  complete  this  building  for  the  amount  required 
to  repair  the  old  one,  and  to  receive  this  sum  in  Company’s  interest  notes, 
provided  also  that  the  ground  of  the  old  jail  and  the  old  harronbarry 


should  be  given  up  to  him,  which  upon  a  valuation  made  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Revenue  was  reported  at  150  rupees  per  cotta*  to  be  worth 


17th  February. 


sicca  rupees  21,600,  and  this  proposal  appearing  to  the 
Governor  General  to  be  an  eligible  one  we  were 


inclined  to  agree  to  it.  But  understanding  Mr.  Hare  had  conceived  an 
intention  of  going  to  Europe,  which  appeared  to  us  a  material  obstacle 
against  entering  into  a  contract  with  him,  he  prevailed  on  Mr.  Prinsep 
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to  adopt  his  proposals  and  to  execute  the  work  on  his  account,  we 
have  therefore  accepted  the  last  offer  and  concluded  an  agreement 
accordingly. 

1 66.  The  Governor  General  begs  to  remark  that  he  knew  nothing 
of  this  proposal,  which  was  received  during  his  illness,  until  some  months 
after  it  had  been  made  known  to  the  other  members  of  the  Board,  nor 
until  he  had  conceived,  from  a  reference  made  of  it  to  the  Committee,  that 
it  had  received  their  acquiescence.  The  opinions  of  the  different  members 
of  the  Board  on  this  business  are  recorded  in  Consultations  14th  January 
and  17th  February  last. 

167.  Mr.  Abraham  Leslie  late  Surgeon  to  the  factory  at  Canton  has 
presented  a  memorial  to  us,  complaining  against  oppressions  which  he 
suffered  in  a  long  and  unmerited  imprisonment  from  the  Portuguese 
Government  at  Macao,  and  praying  for  our  intereference  to  obtain  him 
redress.  As  it  appeared,  from  his  own  state  of  the  case,  that  his 
confinement  at  Macao  was  produced  by  a  violent  and  unjustifiable  conduct 
on  his  part  towards  the  Chinese  at  Canton,  and  the  consequent  necessity 
of  removing  him  from  that  part,  in  conformity  to  a  requisition  of  the 
mandarins,  we  did  not  think  it  proper  to  give  any  countenance  or  support 
to  his  complaint. 


168.  Mr.  Leslie  likewise  produced  to  us  the  most  favourable  certi¬ 
ficates  and  vouchers  of  his  qualifications  and  conduct  as  a  surgeon  at 

Canton  from  the  supercargoes  and  others,  and  peti¬ 
tioned  to  be  admitted  into  the  service  here  as  youngest 
surgeon  upon  the  establishment;  but  had  we  been  otherwise  inclined  to 
it  your  order  concerning  him  to  the  supercargoes  prevented  our  receiv¬ 
ing  him  in  any  capacity. 


13th  Maith. 


169.  Messrs.  Uptoff,  Broughton,  Crow  and  Fawcett,  writers  on  the 
Bombay  establishment,  brought  here  by  the  ship  Earl- of  Chesterfield  and 
since  employed  by  our  order  in  the  Secretary’s  office  have  presented  us  a 
petition  to  your  Honourable  Court  praying,  for  the  reasons  therein 
alleged,  to  be  removed  to  the  Bengal  establishment  and  admitted  upon 
the  list  after  the  Honourable  Frederick  Fitzroy  who  is  youngest  now  upon 
it.  The  exemplary  diligence  and  assiduity  shewn  by  these  gentlemen 

in  the  occupations  assigned  them,  and  the  very  favor¬ 
able  report  made  to  us  of  their  conduct  in  office 
induces  us  not  only  to  forward  their  petition  to  you  but  to  second  it  with 
our  recommendation. 


24th  March. 


170.  Mr.  William  George  Palmer,  son  of  Major  Palmer  of  this 
establishment,  who  was  appointed  by  you  to  be  a  cadet  at  Fort  St.  George 
has  delivered  a  petition  to  the  Governor  General  assuring  him  that  when 
he  left  London  he  understood  his  nomination  was  for  this  Presidency, 
which  on  account  of  his  father’s  situation  had  been  the  object  of  his 
solicitation,  but  when  his  certificate  was  enclosed  to  him  at  Portsmouth 
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too  late  to  be  returned  it  contained  an  appointment  to  Fort  St.  George. 
He  therefore  in  treated  to  obtain  the  alteration  which  he  wished.  His 

letter  was  laid  before  us  by  the  Governor  General 
20th  Maich.  with  a  recommendation  of  it;  we  have  accordingly 

admitted  him  at  the  foot  of  your  list  for  the  season  (1781)  subject  to  your 
approbation,  and  we  request  you  will  confirm  this  appointment. 

171.  Mr.  Thomas  Lithan  late  a  Surgeon  on  this  establishment  has 

obtained  our  permission  to  resign  the  service  in  order 
10th  February.  to  retUrn  to  England. 

172.  Mr.  Francis  Baugh  late  a  covenanted  servant  here  has  likewise 
obtained  our  permission  to  resign  the  service  and  to  proceed  to  England 

in  the  Worcester  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  He 
20th  March.  has  hitherto  proved  himself  an  industrious  servant, 

and  we  recommend  him  for  his  reappointment  whenever  the  state  of  his 
health  shall  admit  of  it. 


173.  Captain  Lieutenant  Benjamin  Doxat  of  artillery  has  likewise 

been  obliged  by  ill  health  to  resign  the  service 
13th  March.  jn  orcjer  to  take  his  passage  for  England  on  board 

the  Resolution . 


174.  Captain 
20th  March. 


Stuart  Cumine  having  been  invalided  likewise  takes 
his  passage  on  the  Resolution ,  and  is  possessed  of 
the  proper  certificates  to  entitle  him  to  the  benefit 


of  the  Military  Fund. 


175.  Mr.  John  Shaw  an  Assistant  Surgeon  on  this  establishment  has 
been  allowed  to  embark  as  Surgeon  on  board  the  Resolution ,  and  to 
return  without  prejudice  to  his  rank,  but  not  to  draw  any  pay  or  allow¬ 
ances  during  his  absence. 

176.  The  Worcester  being  also  in  want  of  a  surgeon  we  have  per¬ 
mitted  Mr.  Thomas  Skarrow  to  proceed  as  Surgeon  of  this  ship  on  the 
same  conditions. 

177.  Mr.  William  Perrie,  whom  you  have  appointed  a  junior 
merchant  upon  this  establishment,  has  presented  a  letter  to  us  containing  a 
representation  of  the  circumstances  which  attended  his  nomination,  and 
having  grounded  expectations  on  his  original  claim  for  saving  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  books  from  a  fire  at  Patna,  when  a  great  reward  was  offered  for 
that  purpose,  in  which  he  seems  to  have  suffered  disappointment,  we 
beg  leave  to  enclose  a  copyjof  his  letter  for  your  information. 

178.  Mr.  Robert  Palk,  the  second  member  of  your  Board  of  Trade, 
has  lately  suffered  such  severe  attacks  of  illness  as  to  make  it  dangerous 
for  him  to  remain  long  in  this  place.  He  has  therefore  determined  to 
embark  for  England  on  the  Surprize ;  and  we  have  granted  him  leave 

to  proceed  accordingly. 
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179.  As  the  very  precarious  state  of  Mr.  Palk’s  health  indispensably 
required  a  medical  attendance,  and  there  was  no  surgeon  in  the  comple¬ 
ment  of  the  Surprize ,  an  appointment  which  Colonel  Watson  positively 
refused  to  make  at  his  own  expence,  we  were  induced  from  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  Mr.  Palk’s  long  services  to  the  Company  to  appoint  an 
assistant  surgeon  from  your  establishment  here  to  attend  him  on  the 
voyage,  with  orders  to  return  within  a  reasonable  time  to  his  duty. 
Mr.  Adam  Burt  has  been  accordingly  sent  on  this  duty. 

180.  Major  John  MacGowan  has  presented  a  certificate  of  his  bad 
state  of  health,  and  obtained  our  permission  to  resign  the  Company’s 
service  and  take  his  passage  on  board  the  Surprize  in  order  to  proceed  to 
England  for  his  recovery.  He  has  produced  to  us  the  most  honourable 
testimony  from  Sir  Eyre  Coote  of  his  good  conduct  and  services  in  the 
late  campaign  with  the  General  in  the  Carnatic. 

181.  Lieutenant  Nicholas  Danford  has  also  been  permitted  to  resign 
the  Company’s  service  that  he  may  return  to  England. 

182-  In  consequence  of  a  representation,  which  we  have  received, 
that  the  three  copies  of  a  set  of  bills  of  exchange  which  we  had  granted 
on  the  2nd  of  May  1781,  in  consequence  of  your  orders,  in  favor  of 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Batchelor  had  by  accident  been  lost  we  have  granted 
4th,  5th  and  6th  copies  of  the  same  set;  and  as  the  loss  appears  to  have 
been  entirely  from  mischance  and  not  from  any  neglect  in  the  parties, 
we  have  agreed  to  the  payment  of  interest  for  the  difference  of  time, 
upon  receiving  an  indemnification  against  the  presentation  of  the  original 
bills. 


183.  We  have  just  received  a  memorial  from  Mr.  Robert  Samuel 
Perreau,  a  factor  in  your  service  at  Fort  Marlborough,  representing  that 
the  continued  ill  health  which  he  suffered  during  his  residence  there  and 
which  would  probably  be  fatal  obliges  him  to  quit  that  climate  entirely; 
and  having  been  employed,  since  his  arrival  here,  in  the  public  offices 
under  the  Secretary  and  Military  Paymaster  General,  to  whom  he  appeals 
for  testimonies  of  his  assiduity,  he  intreats  your  indulgence  to  be  removed 
to  this  establishment  with  any  rank  which  you  may  be  pleased  to  assign 
him.  We  enclose  a  copy  of  his  memorial,  and  beg  leave  to  refer  it  to 
your  notice. 


Board  of  Inspection 

184.  Since  we  last  had  the  honor  to  address  you  by  the  Lively 
packet,  we  have  proceeded  minutely  to  examine  the  public  offices,  regulate 
their  expences  and  fix  establishments  for  each,  and  it  gives  us  pleasure  to 
observe  that  in  the  execution  of  this  undertaking  we  have  not  found  that 
field  for  reduction  which  we  at  first  supposed.  And  though  we  have  not 
yet  gone  completely  through  the  different  offices  at  the  Presidency,  nor 
finally  finished  them  that  have  already  been  before  us,  yet  it  is  our  inten¬ 
tion  to  preserve  in  this  necessary  work  and  to  go  a  second  time  over  each 
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establishment;  and,  in  general,  we  beg  you  may  confide  in  the  anxic 
endeavours  o£  this  Government  for  reducing  every  unnecessary  branch 
expence,  which  we  find  is  not  so  much  to  be  effected  by  retrenching 
from  the  present  establishments  in  the  civil  department,  as  by  adopting 
regular  plan  for  the  payment  of  all  fixed  and  contingent  charges.  A 
for  this  purpose  we  have  directed,  in  order  to  enforce  a  rigid  attenti 
to  the  general  system  of  economy  and  to  guard  against  contingencies 
every  kind,  that  all  authorized  charges  be  drawn  in  the  form  and  ore 
prescribed  by  us  in  the  establishments  as  they  are  published,  from  whi 
no  deviations  whatever  will  be  allowed  to  take  place.  And  that  we  ir 
effectually  prevent  it  we  have  positively  ordered  that  all  contingent  char; 
shall  be,  in  like  manner,  drawn  separately  and  not  admitted  without 
previous  application  for  them  to  this  Board  accompanied  by  the  reas< 
assigned  for  incurring  the  expence,  except  such  as  in  their  nature  v 
not  admit  of  the  delay  of  reference,  or  are  required  by  very  urgent  ne< 
sity,  of  which  we  will  judge  and  admit  or  reject  them  as  we  are  satisf 
with  the  reasons  alleged  in  support  o£  them,  or  otherwise.  And  we  h 
thought  proper,  the  better  to  enable  us  to  carry  this  work  which  we  h 
so  much  at  heart  into  execution,  to  annex  the  examination  of  the  e 
blished  and  contingent  charges  to  the  office  of  Accomptant  General,  un 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Inspection,  and  who,  from  his  long  exp 
ence  and  intimate  knowledge  with  every  branch  of  accounts  in  this  serv 
is  we  think  the  best  calculated  for  considering  this  business. 


185.  We  have  informed  him  that  all  accounts  of  established  cha] 
in  the  General  Department  shall  be  audited  and  passed  by  him  and  t 
the  heads  of  the  offices  at  the  Presidency  who  have  occasion  for  supplie 
cash  from  the  treasury  are  to  make  their  monthly  application  for  the  s; 
to  him,  in  the  manner  that  they  did  formerly  to  the  Comptroller  of  Offi 
and  he  is  to  examine  their  estimates,  and  report  upon  them  officially 
the  Board  of  Inspection,  who  will  furnish  them  with  orders  upon 
treasury  for  the  sums  respectively  allowed  to  be  advanced.  And  in  01 
to  preclude  the  Accomptant  General  from  receiving  personal  solicitat 
from  the  officers  of  Government,  relative  to  the  audit  of  their  accou 
we  have  agreed  that  he  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  execution  of  the  t 
reposed  in  him,  and  we  flatter  ourselves,  by  enforcing  a  strict  attentio] 
these  regulations,  we  shall  produce  very  considerable  savings  to  the  C 
pany,  after  we  have  completed  our  examination  of  the  establishments, 
which  a  few  offices  now  only  remain  to  be  examined,  when  [$*c]  a  n 
explicit  detail  and  the  necessary  statements  shall  be  transmitted  for  ' 
information. 

186.  The  state  of  our* treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows: 


Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ...  18,393  1  9 

Khalsah  ...  ...  19*734  7  11 

- -  88,117  9  8 
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Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury  sicca  rupees 
Khalsah  sicca  rupees  6,449 


7,480  13  6 


7,480  13  6 


Mint 

General  Treasury  ...  .  .  18,426  15  o 

Khalsah  ...  ...  . 

-  18,426  15  0 


Unsorted  treasure 

Valued  at  10  per  cent 
better  than  Current  rupees 


Current  rupees  64,025  6  2 

[Fort  William, 
the  5th  April  1783.] 


[We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc.] 


ENCLOSURE 
( Vide  paragraph  39) 

Advertisement  forbidding  British  subjects  from  trading  or  lending 

money  to  foreigners. 

Fort  William  3rd  March  1783. 

Ordered  the  following  advertisement  be  published. 

Whereas  it  is  enacted  by  the  29th  section  of  the  Act  of  the  21st  of 
His  Present  Majesty,  for  establishing  an  agreement  between  the  public 
and  the  Company.  That  the  Company’s  servants,  and  other  British  sub¬ 
jects  resident  in  India,  are  prohibited  from  lending  money  to  foreign 
companys,  or  foreign  European  merchants,  and  from  purchasing  goods  on 
*  their  accounts,  and  from  being  concerned  in  such  transactions  and  from 
giving  credit  by  bills  of  exchange  on  persons  in  Europe.” 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors 
are  determined  to  prosecute  any  persons  who  shall  offend  against  this  law, 
besides  inflicting  such  punishment  upon  them  as  may  be  within  their  own 
power. 

The  Honourable  the  Governor  General  and  Council  having  received 
directions  from  the  Court  of  Directors  to  give  public  notice  thereof,  “And 
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if  they  shall  discover  any  persons  in  the  Company’s  service  being  con¬ 
cerned  in  such  transactions,  forthwith  to  suspend  them  and  if  such  dis¬ 
covery  shall  fall  on  licensed  traders  to  declare  their  licences  void,  to 
withdraw  the  Company’s  protection  from  them,  and  to  require  them  to 
return  to  England”,  do  hereby  publish  the  same  for  the  information  of 
all  whom  it  may  concern  and  for  the  like  purpose  the  following  extract 
from  the  commands  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  dated  the  5th  of  January 
1782  is  added. 

“Paragraph  77.  This  is  a  business  of  so  much  importance  to  the- 
Company  that  we  must  direct  you  will  use  your  utmost  exertions  therein. 
It  is  not  probable  that  transactions  of  this  kind  will  be  avowed  and  carried 
on  in  an  open  manner  wherefore  it  may  be  right  to  encourage  those  who 
have  knowledge  thereof  to  give  information.  To  this  end  we  direct  that 
you  will  cause  it  to  be  made  known  that  every  person  who  shall  discover 
any  offender  or  offenders  against  this  Act,  so  that  he  or  they  may  be  pro¬ 
secuted  thereon,  will  merit  our  favour  and  future  protection  and  may  be 
assured  of  promotion  in  our  service.” 


9 

LETTER  DATED  5  APRIL  1783 

The  problem  of  admiralty  jurisdiction  in  Bengal — Captani  McClary’s 

case . 


PUBLIC  DEPARTMENT 
Separate  Letter 

T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1.  The  purport  of  this  separate  address  is  to  draw  your  attention  to 
the  state  of  the  admiralty  jurisdiction  in  this  settlement,  the  defects  of 
which  we  have  lately  experienced,  having  had  complaints  brought  before 
us  of  the  most  enormous  nature,  for  which  neither  our  power  or  those  of 
the  Supreme  Court  could  afford  the  proper  redress. 

a.  Captain  John  Maclary,  commanding  the  ship  Dodalay  bound 
for  China,  obtained  from  this  Government  in  January  1780  a  letter 
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of  licence  to  cruize  against  the  ships  belonging  to  the  kingdoms  of 
France  or  Spain.  On  the  50th  of  May  1781  Captain  Maclary  being 
himself  at  Macao  sent  out  his  ship  to  seize  a  sloop  bound  from  that  port 
to  Manilla,  on  the  supposition  of  her  being  Spanish  property.  It  appears 
that  he  acquainted  the  Governor  of  Macao  with  his  intention  to  bring 
her  back  to  that  harbour  that  she  might  undergo  his  examination.  Captain 
Maclary  was  nevertheless  taken  up  by  the  Portuguese  Government,  and, 
after  suffering  a  rigorous  confinement,  was  compelled  to  give  an  order  to 
his  officer  for  the  release  of  the  sloop.  The  order  was  produced  to  the 
officer  on  board  the  Dodalay,  who  immediately  bore  down  towards  the 
sloop  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  it  into  effect,  but  before  it  could  be 
accomplished  a  violent  gale  of  wind  came  on  and  the  sloop  was  lost. 
Captain  Maclary  was  therefore  retained  in  prison  at  Macao  until  the 
Government  had  exacted  from  him  the  value  of  70,000  dollars,  at  which 
the  sloop  and  her  cargo  were  estimated,  and  then  released. 

3.  Captain  Maclary  sailed  from  Canton  in  the  Dodalay  on  the 
16th  of  December  1781,  and  meeting  with  two  Portuguese  ships  bound 
to  Batavia  in  the  streights  of  Banca,  named  the  Saint  Antonio  Novo  and 
the  Santa  Maria  Mayor  he  captured  them  both  and  brought  them  into 
this  river,  but  landed  the  commanders  and  officers  at  some  of  the  ports  to 
the  eastward. 

4.  Several  Portuguese  supercargoes  and  captains  of  ships  who 
happened  to  be  at  Calcutta  at  the  time  of  Captain  Maclary’s  arrival 
joined  in  a  formal  representation  against  him,  and  as  neither  of  the 
captains  or  the  officers  of  the  captured  ships  were  arrived  the  memorialists 
solicited  an  “interference  to  prevent  any  interruption  to  that  free  trade 
and  harmony  which  subsisted  between  the  English  and  Portuguese.” 

5.  On  the  receipt  of  this  memorial  which  was  presented  by  the  supra- 
cargoes  to  the  Governor  General,  he  assured  them  of  every  legal  assistance 
and  support  which  this  Government  could  give  to  put  the  charge  against 
Captain  Maclary  into  a  regular  cause  of  trial  and  to  obtain  redress  for 
the  injury  complained  of;  but  informed  them  that  the  nature  of  our  laws 
were  such  as  to  render  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  allegations  should 
be  delivered  on  oath  and  formal  evidence  of  the  facts  exhibited  before 
any  prosecution  could  be  carried  on  with  success.  We  likewise  repeated 
this  answer  with  an  offer  of  the  assistance  of  the  Company's  law  officers 
if  any  one  of  the  petitioners  would  undertake  to  prosecute  the  claims  and 
to  collect  the  witnesses  necessary  for  that  purpose,  but  this  they  all 
declined. 

6.  In  the  month  of  February  last  we  received  letters  from  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Macao  complaining  of  the  piracies  committed  by  Captain 
Maclary  and  desiring  retribution  for  them.  The  captains  or  owners  of 
the  captured  ships  likewise  arrived  here  by  the  same  opportunity  and 
addressed  us  for  our  assistance  in  the  recovery  of  their  property.  We 
consequently  ordered  the  Company's  law  officers  to  grant  them  every 
information  and  aid  in  their  power  for  commencing  prosecutions  and  to 
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carry  on  the  suits  on  their  account.  Messrs.  De  Barros  and  De  Roza,  who 
had  come  here  to  sue  for  their  property  in  the  Saint  Antonio  and  her 
cargo  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  preferred  submitting  their  claims  to 
arbitration.  Messrs.  Francisco  Xavier  De  Castro,  Agostino  Antonio  Spada 
&ca.  having  produced  their  evidence  to  the  Company’s  Attorney  a  suit 
was  accordingly  instituted  bv  him. 

7.  Their  ship  had  been  sold  to  Messrs.  Petrie  Keble  and  Pasle)  b) 
Captain  Maclary  for  1,10,000  sicca  rupees,  against  whom  they  brought  an 
action  of  trover  and  recovered  that  sum  in  damages.  They  have  since 
brought  an  action  against  Captain  Maclary  for  special  damages.  The  causes 
were,  by  order  of  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  carried  on  by  the 
Company's  Attorney.  Justice  was  speedily  done  them  in  their  first  action 
in  the  Supreme  Court.  They  arrived  in  Calcutta  in  February  last,  and 
obtained  judgment  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  March;  the  other  action  was 
commenced  later  and  will  be  tried  in  the  next  term, 

8.  Though  they  may  procure  civil  reparation  for  their  private  losses 
they  cannot  here  obtain  (that  which  was  one  of  their  main  purposes  of 
coming  from  so  great  a  distance  as  Macao’s)  public  justice. 

9.  In  July  last  a  complaint  having  been  made  to  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  that  several  piracies  and  murders  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  by  Captain  John  Maclary  and  Mr.  John  O’Donnell  in  the  Streights 
of  Malaca,  the  Council  was  convened,  and  the  Chief  Justice  desired  to 
assist  us  in  examining  into  them.  Being  of  opinion  that  the  charge  was 
not  made  out  against  Captain  Maclary  we  discharged  him.  But  we 
thought  that  Mr.  O’Donnel  ought  to  be  put  on  his  trial.  This  gave  occa¬ 
sion  to  enquire  into  the  powers  vested  either  in  the  Governor  General 
and  Council  or  the  Supreme  Court  relative  to  crimes  committed  on  the 
high  seas,  and  it  being  the  opinion  both  of  us  and  of  the  Chief  Justice 
that  there  was  no  power  in  either  to  try  him  the  witnesses  were  bound 
over  to  appear,  and  the  prisoner  was  sent  to  Madrass  to  be  tried  at  an 
admiralty  court  to  be  there  held,  where  it  was  understood  there  was 
an  existing  admiralty  commission.  The  event  was  that  the  principal 
witness  did  not  appear  and  the  prisoner  was  acquitted. 

10.  After  stating  these  facts  it  is  needless  to  observe  how  much  both 
justice  and  the  credit  of  your  first  settlement  in  India  are  interested  that 
powers  should  be  placed  in  some  part  of  this  Government  capable  of 
giving  effectual  redress  in  crimes  of  this  nature. 

n.  By  referring  prosecutors  to  another  settlement  they  suffer  much 
vexation,  justice  is  certainly  impeded  and  most  probably  defeated. 
Strangers  can  with  difficulty  conceive  that  their  not  obtaining  justice  in 
the  principal  seat  of  the  English  empire  in  India  is  caused  by  a  defect  of 
power;  they  can  hardly  believe  that  the  inferior  settlement  has  that  juris¬ 
diction  which  the  principal  has  not;  they  must  naturally  attribute  it  to 
want  of  inclination  to  do  justice  to  foreigners  against  the  subjects  of  this 
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Government.  A  more  illiberal  and  inhuman  opprobrium  cannot  be 
incurred  by  any  nation  or  any  Government. 

12.  These,  we  have  no  doubt,  would  be  sufficient  reasons  to  induce 
you  to  make  the  proper  applications  for  necessary  charters  or  commissions 
to  punish  these  crimes,  though  there  had  been  no  precedent  for  it,  but 
in  fact  before  the  alterations  in  this  Government  made  by  the  Act  past 
in  the  13th  of  His  Majesty's  reign  there  were  full  and  ample  powers 
for  trying  such  causes,  and  it  is  we  conceive  by  omission  or  mistake 
they  were  not  continued  in  the  present  Government  or  that  a  competent 
jurisdiction  in  the  Supreme  Court  was  not  established  in  its  stead. 

13.  To  evince  this  it  will  be  proper  to  state  what  that  tribunal  was, 
how  it  has  been  vacated  and  from  what  causes  the  admiralty  jurisdiction 
in  the  Supreme  Court  has  proved  ineffective. 

14.  A  commission  (on  the  petition  of  the  East  India  Company) 
bearing  date  the  12th  of  November,  31st  of  George  2nd,  was  granted  by 
“His  Late  Majesty  to  his  admirals  etc.,  and  also  to  John  Stackhouse,  Hugh 
Barker,  Thomas  Gradyl,  Humphry  Cole,  John  Bowket,  Edward  Corbert, 
Francis  Russel  and  Richard  Eyre  and  the  President  and  Council  of  Fort 
William  for  the  time  being,  the  President  to  be  of  the  quorum,  for  hearing 
etc.,  in  any  place  on  sea  or  at  land  at  Fort  William  all  piracies,  felonies 
and  robberies  committed  etc.,  on  the  sea,  within  any  haven,  river,  creek  or 
place  where  the  admirals  etc.,  have  power  within  the  East  Indies  or  the 
countries  and  parts  of  Asia  and  Africa,  and  in  the  islands,  ports,  havens, 
cities,  creeks,  towns  and  places  of  Asia,  Africa  and  America  or  any  of 
them  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan  within 
the  limits  of  trade  granted  to  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of 
England  trading  to  the  East  Indies”.  This  commission  is  understood  to 
be  abrogated  by  the  new  constitution  given  by  the  13th  of  His  Present 
Majesty  to  this  Government. 

15.  We  have  stated  the  local  extent  of  this  commission  that  it  may 
be  compared  with  that  of  the  Supreme  Court  which  by  the  charter  which 
erects  it  establishes  it  to  be  “a  Court  of  Admiralty  for  the  Provinces 
of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orissa  and  all  other  territories  and  islands  adjacent 
thereunto  and  which  now  are  or  ought  to  be  dependant  thereupon”, 
and  after  authorizing  it  to  take  cognizance  of  all  causes  civil  and  mari¬ 
time  etc.,  between  merchants,  owners  and  proprietors  of  ships  and  vessels 
employed  or  used  within  the  jurisdiction  aforesaid  or  between  others 
contracted  “in,  upon  or  by  the  sea  or  publick  rivers  or  ports,  creeks, 
harbours  and  places  overflown!  by  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  sea  etc.”, 
it  proceeds  to  give  a  criminal  jurisdiction  to  try  by  jury  all  treasons  and 
murders  perpetrated,  committed  on  the  high  seas  within  the  limits  and 
jurisdiction  aforesaid,  with  this  additional  restriction:  provided  always 
that  “the  several  powers  and  authorities  hereby  to  proceed  in  maritime 
causes  and  according  to  the  laws  of  the  admiralty  shall  extend  and  be 
construed  to  extend  only  to  the  subjects  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  who 
shall  reside  in  the  kingdom  or  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar  or  Orissa  or 
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some  of  them,  and  to  persons  who  shall  when  the  cause  of  suit  or  com¬ 
plaint  shall  have  arisen  have  been  employed  by  or  shall  then  have  been 
directly  or  indirectly  in  the  service  of  the  said  United  Company  or  of 
any  of  our  subjects.” 

16.  The  former  commission  was  ample  as  to  criminal  matters,  the 
jurisdiction  extended  through  the  Company's  limits  of  trade  and  over 
all  persons  whomsoever.  The  restriction  on  the  powers  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  maritime  causes  both  civil  and  criminal  being  as  to  locality 
“in  and  for  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orissa  and  all  other  terri¬ 
tories  and  islands  adjacent  thereunto  and  which  now  are  or  ought  to  be 
dependent  thereupon,  and  in,  upon  or  by  the  sea  or  public  rivers  or  ports, 
creeks,  harbours  and  places  overflown  by  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the 
sea  etc.,  and  as  to  persons  only  to  the  subjects  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors 
who  shall  reside  in  the  kingdoms  or  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orissa 
or  some  of  them  and  to  persons  who  shall  when  the  cause  of  suit  or  com¬ 
plaint  shall  have  arisen,  have  been  employed  by  or  shall  then  have  been 
directly  or  indirectly  in  the  service  of  the  said  United  Company,  or  any 
of  our  subjects”,  its  powers  are  so  much  abridged  that  there  are  rarely 
any  cases  to  which  they  can  be  applied. 

17.  After  having  recommended  the  procuring  of  powers  regarding 
matters  to  which  remedies  have  been  formerly  applied  we  are  led  to  submit 
it  to  your  consideration  whether  it  may  not  be  proper  that  the  admiralty 
jurisdiction  here  should  be  further  amplified,  we  mean  with  regard  to 
condemnation  of  lawful  prizes  made  in  time  of  war.  No  court  in  India 
is  at  present  competent  to  that  purpose,  and  the  great  risk,  inconvenience 
and  loss  which  must  accrue  to  captors  by  being  put  to  the  necessity  of 
conveying  their  prizes  taken  in  these  seas  to  Great  Britain  before  they 
can  obtain  a  lawful  property  in  them  is  obvious;  but  cases  which  have 
happened  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  wars  with  France 
and  Spain  have  brought  this  matter  more  directly  to  our  attention.  The 
one  relative  to  a  Spanish  ship  taken  by  the  Nancy,  one  of  the  Company’s 
armed  vessels  commanded  by  Captain  Heffeman.  In  1778  he  carried 
her  into  Madras  where  Admiral  Sir  Edwrard  Hughes  then  lay  with  His 
Majesty’s  fleet  who  claimed  and  seized  the  prize;  the  Admiral  applied 
to  the  Presidency  of  Madrass  for  the  purposes  of  having  her  condemned. 
That  Presidency  declining  to  act  for  want  of  legal  powers  Sir  Edward 
wrote  to  the  Chief  Justice  here  for  the  same  purpose,  who  informed  him 
that  no  such  power  was  vested  in  the  Supreme  Court.  The  other  was 
the  case  of  the  Hinchinbrooke  taken  at  St.  Iago  by  a  French  man  of 
war  and  retaken  by  the  Jupiter  man  of  war.  She  was  suffered  to  proceed 
on  her  voyage  to  India  but  agents  were  put  on  board  her  by  Commodore 
Johnstone,  part  of  whose  fleet  the  Jupiter  was,  for  the  purpose  of  prosecut¬ 
ing  the  Hinchinbrooke  to  condemnation.  But  on  a  regular  application 
to  the  Supreme  Court  here  by  petition  for  that  purpose  the  judges  were 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  they  had  no  powers  to  grant  the  prayer  of  it. 

18.  This  matter  was  afterwards  compromised.  We  need  not  point 
out  to  you  what  would  have  been  the  detriment  to  your  interests  if  the 
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Commodore  had  either  not  permitted  the  Hinchinbrooke  to  proceed  on 
her  voyage,  or  after  her  arrival  here  had  not  consented  to  the  compromise. 

19  In  this  latter  case  the  extension  of  the  jurisdiction  of  anv 
admiralty  court  here  to  the  limits  of  the  Company's  trade  would  not  be 
sufficient,  for  the  capture  and  recapture  were  on  the  other  side  [of]  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  makes  us  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  the 
propriety  of  applying  for  an  act  of  Parliament  that  the  ships  belonging 
to  the  East  India  Company  who  shall  be  retaken  on  an  outward  voyage 
to  India  shall  on  giving  proper  securities  be  allowed  by  the  recaptors  to 
proceed  to  the  places  of  their  destination,  and  that  authority  be  given 
to  a  court  of  admiralty  in  India  to  proceed  to  the  condemnation  of  such 
ships  wheresoever  taken  or  retaken. 

Fort  William,  We  have  the  honour  to  be  etc. 

5th  April  1783. 
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LETTER  DATED  16  APRIL  1783 

Free  trade  in  raw  silk — the  loss  of  the  Eagle. 

PUBLIC  DEPARTMENT 

T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

[1]  The  detention  of  the  Surprize  packet,  by  violent  contrary  winds 
which  have  prevailed  for  some  days  past,  affords  us  an  opportunity  of 
writing  further  to  you  by  this  conveyance. 

[5]  We  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  a  copy  of  our  proceedings  in 
Consultation  of  yesterday,  concerning  the  provision  of  an  investment  for 
the  ensuing  year,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  a  state  of  the 
goods  remaining  in  the  export  warehouse  at  the  end  of  last  month, 
and  of  those  expected  to  be  received  from  the  aurungs  by  the  end  of 
February  1784. 

[3]  You  will  also  find  by  our  proceedings  that  we  have  resolved  to 
lay  open  the  trade  in  raw  silk,  conformably  to  your  orders,  and  to  allow 
individuals  to  adventure  their  property  in  this  article  to  England  on  your 
chartered  ships,  which  shall  be  dispatched  from  hence  after  those  of  the 
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lsst  September  fleet,  which  left  England  in  company'  with  the  Greyhound 
packet  and  are  daily  expected  to  arrive  in  India,  shall  have  sailed,  in  such 
proportions  on  each  ship  as  shall  be  hereafter  determined.  By  fixing 
this  period  we  have  allowed  sufficient  time  for  shipping  off  all  the  Com¬ 
pany  s  silk  and  other  articles  of  the  present  year’s  investment,  and  for 
enabling  individuals  to  prepare  such  quantities  as  thev  may  be  inclined 
to  manufacture  and  transport  on  their  own  accounts. 


[4]  For  the  provision  of  the  Company’s  investment,  entirely  excluding 
the  article  of  raw  silk,  we  have  agreed  to  receive  a  loan  of  fifty  lacks  of 
current  rupees  for  bills  to  be  drawn  upon  you  payable  at  365  days  after 
sight  with  an  option  to  extend  the  period  of  payment  one,  two  or  three 
years  longer  as  you  shall  find  convenient,  allowing  an  interest  of  5  per  cent 
per  annum  after  the  expiration  of  the  original  term  until  the  bills  shall 
be  discharged.  To  avoid  the  trouble  and  delay  of  calculating  the  interest 
upon  each  sum  which  we  may  receive  in  part  of  this  loan  before  the  bills 
are  granted,  as  was  practised  on  the  former  occasion  when  we  drue  [drew] 
at  ss.  per  current  rupee,  we  have  now  fixed  the  exchange  at  2s.  id. 

[5]  We  are  much  concerned  to  inform  you  that  the  Worcester, 
which  was  at  anchor  with  the  other  outward  bound  ships  off  Cock’s  Island, 
parted  her  cable  in  a  late  storm  and  ran  foul  of  the  Resolution,  by  which 
both  ships  were  considerably  damaged.  The  Worcester  is  returned  to 
Culpee  and  Captain  Cook  having  represented  her  as  unfit  to  proceed 
immediately  upon  her  destination,  in  conformity  to  the  sailing  orders 
which  had  been  issued,  we  have  discharged  her  from  the  Company’s 
service.  Captain  Pointing  is  gone  down  to  examine  the  state  of  his  ship, 
the  Resolution ,  and  we  have  no  doubt  but  she  also  will  be  obliged  to 
wait  till  the  beginning  of  the  next  fair  season. 

[6]  The  stormy  weather  of  late  has  been  so  uncommonly  violent  that 
all  the  shipping  in  the  river  suffered  by  it  considerably,  and  we  are  sorry 
to  acquaint  you  that  the  Eagle ,  one  of  the  vessels  of  your  Bombay  Marine, 
which  was  lying  opposite  to  this  town  when  the  first  severe  gale  came  on 
foundered  at  her  moorings  and  was  totally  lost.  An  officer  and  several 
persons  on  board  at  the  time  unfortunately  perished. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Honourable  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servants. 
Fort  William,  Warren  Hastings /Edwd.  Wheler / 

the  16th  April  1783.  John  Macpherson/ John  Stables. 


Received  per  Surprize  20th  September  1783. 


3?3  OCTOBER  1783 


403 


purpose  of  transmitting  our  proceedings  to  you.  This  vessel  was  a  French 

prize  and  consequently  not  prohibited,  if  any  prohi- 
AugustUltatl°n  4th  bitory  law  to  this  effect  does  exist,  from  carrying  mer¬ 
chandize  into  England  on  the  Company's  account;  and 
being  offered  to  us  on  freight  for  the  transportation  of  450  tons  of  fine 
goods  we  thought  this  the  most  eligible  method  of  engaging  her,  as 
the  early  arrival  of  such  a  cargo  might  have  afforded  you  a  seasonable 
supply  and  would  have  yielded  some  return  for  the  charges  of  the  vessel. 
The  Board  of  Trade  were  desired  to  prepare  a  cargo  for  her  accordingly, 
but  they  remonstrated  to  us  against  lading  any  part  of  your  investment  on 
the  Britannia ,  as  so  many  of  your  chartered  ships  were  expected  to  arrive 
in  the  course  of  the  season.  We  therefore  annulled  our  agreement  and 
ordered  a  vessel,  belonging  to  the  pilot  service,  to  be  coppered  and  pre¬ 
pared  for  carrying  dispatches  instead  of  the  Britannia . 


3.  This  will  accordingly  be  conveyed  to  you  by  the  Nurbudda ,  which 
we  have  placed  under  the  command  of  Captain  Rattray,  late  of  the  Duke 
of  Athol .  The  unfortunate  fate  of  the  Duke  of  Athol ,  Fairford  and  Duke 
of  Kingston ,  which  have  all  been  destroyed  at  different  times  by  fire,  we 
presume  you  will  have  heard  the  particulars  of  from  the  Presidencies  of 
Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  where  or  near  to  which  the  accidents 
happened. 


4.  We  have  thought  it  advisable  to  detain  all  the  Company’s 
chartered  ships  here,  except  the  Resolution ,  till  the  period  fixed  by  charter- 
party  for  their  leaving  this  river,  that  is  the  10th  November  next,  when 
we  hope  to  dispatch  to  you  the  Worcester ,  Rodney ,  Busbridge  and 
Winterton .  and  shortly  after  the  Ceres,  Talbot ,  Belmont ,  Lord  Macartney , 
V ansittart,  Barwell ,  Fox,  Atlas ,  Pi  got  and  Oxford,  which  have  lately 
arrived  from  Madrass,  the  Board  of  Trade  having,  as  they  inform  us, 
goods  now  in  their  warehouse  and  expected  in  the  course  of  the  season 
sufficient  for  the  cargoes  of  11  ships,  exclusive  of  the  Dutch  prize  goods 
which  alone  form  more  than  a  common  cargo  and  are  valued  at  current 
rupees  18,98,288-6-3. 

5.  The  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  have  desired  that 
Consultation  29th  the  Busbridge  may  receive  only  half  a  cargo  from  this 

September.  place,  and  be  sent  to  them  to  complete  her  lading, 

which  we  shall  accordingly  attend  to. 

6.  The  Worcester,  Resolution,  Norfolk  and  Hinchinbrooke  were 
laden  and  ready  to  sail  for  England  in  February  last,  as  our  letters  of  that 
date  will  have  informed  you,  but  from  the  great  risk  of  sending  them  out 
at  that  time,  the  French  fleet  being  dispersed  over  the  Bay  to  intercept 
our  trade,  and  some  of  their  cruizers  being  actually  stationed  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  we  resolved  to  detain  those  ships,  loaded  as  they  were,  till 
a  safe  period  should  occur  for  their  departure.  And  Captain  Cooke  pro¬ 
tested,  in  the  usual  form,  against  our  detention  of  him  beyond  the  charter- 
party  season.  During  this  interval  a  great  desertion  of  the  seamen  took 
place  from  these  ships,  and  when  their  dispatches  and  sailing  orders  were 
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delivered,  on  the  26th  of  March,  they  were  not  in  a  condition  to  depart. 
The  southerly  monsoon  about  that  time  setting  in  with  violence  they 
broke  from  their  anchors,  and  at  different  times  they  all  received  damage, 
which  rendered  them  incapable  of  proceeding  immediately  to  Europe, 
and  obliged  us  to  discharge  them  from  the  service.  The  Worcester  and 
Resolution  were  repaired  without  taking  out  their  cargoes,  but  the  Norfolk 
and  Hinchinbrooke  have  been  unladen  and  brought  up  to  town.  The 
latter  is  so  much  injured,  by  having  been  hauled  on  shore,  that  it  is 
impossible  for  her  at  present  to  make  the  voyage  to  England.  Captain 
Maxwell  has  determined  to  carry  her  to  Bombay  in  hopes  of  repairing 
her  at  that  place,  and  perhaps  Captain  Bonham  may  be  obliged  to  pursue 
the  same  measure  with  the  Norfolk.  Their  cargoes  have  been  received 
into  store  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  will  be  laden  on  other  ships. 


ist 


7.  Captain  Poynting,  late  commander  of  the  Resolution ,  died  atout 

a  month  ago  and  is  succeeded  in  command  by  his 
chief  officer  Mr.  Tolme,  who  has  been  sworn  into  that 
„  trust;  and  having  undertaken  to  carry  the  ship  out 
at  this  season  we  have  thought  it  preferable  to  attempt  her  dispatch 
immediately,  and  not  to  detain  her  any  longer  in  the  river,  with  a  cargo  on 
board  which  is  liable  to  damage  and  lies  at  considerable  risk. 


Consultation 

September. 


8.  Mr.  John  Moffat  declaring  himself  brother  to  the  husband  and 

most  considerable  owner  of  the  Resolution  applied 
Consultation  1st  to  us  £or  the  command  of  the  ship  on  Captain  Poynt- 

H  ‘  ing’s  death,  and  to  strengthen  his  claim  urged  that  he 

had  been  long  an  officer  in  your  service,  and  that  Mr.  Tolme,  the  1st 
officer,  had  not  belonged  originally  to  the  ship,  but  had  been  appointed 
by  Captain  Poynting  in  this  country.  Previous  however  to  the  receipt 
of  this  letter  we  had  appointed  Captain  Tolme,  whom  we  found  the  next 
for  succession,  to  the  command,  and  indeed  we  should  not  have  thought 
it  right  to  set  him  aside,  in  favour  of  any  one,  without  a  proof  of  demerit 
or  incapacity. 

9.  We  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  supplying  the  ships  which 

are  here  with  several  anchors  and  cables  from  your 
Consultations  15th  stores.  The  captains*  receipts  for  them  will  be  for- 
August*31*1  '^uly*  warded  in  the  dispatch  from  the  Naval  Store¬ 
keeper's  Office,  enclosed  in  this  packet.  The  articles 
sent  out  by  you  were  charged  with  the  usual  premium  and  those  which 
had  been  received  in  payment  from  Mr.  Lacam  or  purchased  in  this 
country  were  delivered  at  prime  cost. 


10.  Lady  Coote,  who  is  now  at  Fort  St.  George,  having  engaged  a 
passage  to  England  on  board  the  Belmont  we  have  resolved,  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  her  private  request,  to  lade  that  ship  and  to  return  her  to 

Madras,  early  in  December  to  accommodate  her 
Consultation  31st  ladyship,  thinking  this  the  least  compliment  we  could 

ugust.  pay  to  the  wishes  and  desire  of  a  person  in  everyway 

so  much  entitled  to  our  respect  and  attention, 
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11.  The  China  ships,  which  were  sent  here  this  season  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  to  receive  and  carry  supplies  of  rice 
to  that  Presidency,  were  all  dispatched  as  soon  as  they  could  be  laden, 
and  in  time,  as  it  was  hoped,  to  deliver  their  cargoes  and  pursue  their 
voyages  to  China.  But  the  Kent ,  Latham  and  Chesterfield  were  obliged, 
by  stress  of  weather  or  leaks,  to  return;  and  we  immediately  wrote  to 

the  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  desiring 
Consultation  23rd  them  to  send  other  ships  to  supply  their  places  that 
^une*  the  supercargoes  at  Canton  might  suffer  no  dis¬ 

appointment  from  their  non-arrival.  We  understand  that  the  General 
Coote ,  Montague  and  Francis  have  been  dispatched  accordingly.  The 
Kent  and  Latham  afterwards  attempted  again  and  sailed  for  Madras,  but 
the  Chesterfield  being  too  leaky  to  proceed  was  brought  up  to  town  and 
unloaded.  We  in  consequence  discharged  her  from  the  service,  but 
Captain  Boswell  having  lately  reported  her  to  be  fit  to  proceed  to  Bombay 
according  to  her  original  destination,  we  have  ordered  her  to  be  laden 
with  rice  for  the  garrison  at  Mangalore,  and  with  the  remainder  of  the 
stores  which  are  to  be  conveyed  to  the  Presidency  of  Bombay. 


12.  Mr.  James  Dewar,  late  Purser  of  the  Dartmouth  Indiaman  which 
was  lost  on  the  island  of  Car  Nicobar,  having  brought  us  the  intelligence 
of  that  unhappy  event  with  a  letter  from  the  captain  and  one  of  the 
passengers  expressive  of  the  great  activity  and  successful  exertions  which 
he  had  shewn  in  saving  the  lives  and  providing  for  the  relief  of  the 
people  on  board  even  at  the  risk  of  his  own  person,  and  the  total  neglect 
of  his  own  property  which  was  consequently  lost,  we  were  induced  to 
grant  him  an  allowance  of  zoo  rupees  per  month  for  his  subsistance, 
during  the  time  he  might  be  necessitated  to  reside  here,  and  1000  rupees 
for  the  payment  of  his  passage  to  England.  The  conduct  of  Mr.  Dewar 
in  this  affair  appears  to  have  been  so  exemplary  and  meritorious  that  we 
think  it  a  justice  due  to  recommend  him  to  your  notice. 


13.  Captain  Maxwell,  commander  of  the  Hinchinbrooke,  applied  to 

Consultation  ist  us  some  time  since  for  a  remission  of  the  Company’s 
May.  duties  on  his  private  trade,  urging  the  plea  or  its 

having  been  granted  to  other  ships  of  the  same  season  which  had  been 
more  fortunate  in  making  their  passages  to  India,  but  your  orders  pro¬ 
hibiting  such  indulgence  were  before  us  and  prevented  our  complying 

with  his  request. 


14.  An  account  of  the  Company's  property  on  board  the  Hinchin - 
brooke ,  at  the  period  of  her  recapture  by  Commodore  Johnston’s  fleet, 

having  been  prepared  by  the  proper  officers  and  laid 
Consultation  22nd  before  us  we  have  ordered  a  conditional  Company’s 
September.  bond  to  be  drawn  out  for  1  /8th  part  of  it,  or  current 

rupees  36,056-10-6,  being  the  amount  of  salvage  claimed  by  the  recaptors. 
It  bears  date  from  the  17th  June  1782,  and  is  payable  on  the  arrival  of 
a  formal  and  legal  decree  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  establishing  their 

right  to  it,  otherwise  of  no  effect. 


4°6 


LETTER  TO  COURT 


15.  Captain  Poynter,  who  came  out  from  England  last  year  i 

command  of  the  Trial  packet,  having  claimed  fro: 
15t  us  in  behalf  of  himself  and  officers  a  gratuity  whid 

by  an  original  letter  from  your  Secretary  produced  to  us,  it  appeared  yo 
had  promised  to  them  on  their  safe  arrival  in  India,  and  understandin 
that  in  similar  circumstances  the  supercargoes  at  China  had  granted  t 
Captain  Court  of  the  Fox  double  the  amount  which  had  been  advance 
by  you  before  the  vessel  left  England,  we  took  their  example  for  or 
guidance,  and  allowed  the  same  to  Captain  Poynter  and  to  his  officers. 

16.  With  our  last  letters  we  forwarded  to  you  a  particular  plan  c 
the  survey  of  the  new  channel  at  the  entrance  of  the  river  Houghb 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Ritchie’s  remarks  and  directions  for  the  navigatio 

of  it.  We  have  since  had  this  subject  more  at  larg 
3rd  Ju  y.  before  us  and  the  Governor  General,  in  a  long  minut 

grounded  on  Mr.  Ritchie’s  information  and  his  own  experience  of  th 
various  obstacles  and  difficulties  which  have  attended  the  establishmen 
of  that  navigation,  has  proposed  a  separate  branch  of  the  Marine  Depart 
ment  for  that  exclusive  purpose  to  be  divided  from  the  pilot  servic 
and  placed  under  the  direction  of  this  marine  officer.  The  subject  i 
at  present  under  consideration  and  we  shall  duly  advise  you  of  any  plat 
which  may  be  adopted  in  consequence. 

17.  We  took  into  our  immediate  consideration  an  improvemen 

which  was  proposed  in  regulating  the  charges  of  pilot 
3rd  July.  age  for  ships  coming  into  or  going  out  of  this  river 

17  J  **  and  we  resolved  accordingly  to  annul  the  ancien 

custom  of  calculating  the  rates  upon  the  burthen  of  the  ships,  with  ; 
limitation  of  them  to  a  particular  size.  In  lieu  of  which  we  directec 
that  for  the  future  the  rates  should  be  established  according  to  a  tabl< 
published  for  that  purpose,  and  calculated  upon  the  draft  of  water 
increasing  in  the  amount  according  to  the  proportionate  increase  of  depth 
which  appeared  more  equitable  than  the  former  mode,  both  for  the 
merchant  and  the  pilot.  An  excess  is  admitted  on  foreign  ships  to  pro 
vide  a  fund  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  pilots. 

18.  Having,  from  time  to  time,  been  under  the  necessity  of  grant 
ing  pensions  to  the  pilots  of  this  river,  who  from  length  of  services  01 
any  sufficient  causes  were  superannuated  or  otherwise  disabled  from  furthei 

service,  and  no  regular  establishments  having  beer 
15th  May.  fixed  for  this  purpose,  we  have  settled  the  amount  ol 

such  pensions  to  be  75  rupees  per  month,  2/3rds  of  their  ordinary  pay. 

19.  A  proposal  was  made  to  us  by  Captain  Thomas  Forrest  to  under¬ 

take  a  survey  of  the  Andaman  Islands  soon  after  his 
2  1  pri  *  return  from  his  former  expedition.  As  we  had  no 

present  employment  for  him  at  this  place  we  agreed  to  accept  of  his 

services  in  that  line  and  engaged  a  small  vessel, 
261  h  which  he  had  purchased  for  the  purpose.  He  left 

the  river  in  May  last. 
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so.  We  have  received  the  following  letters  from  you  by  the  ships 
of  the  March  fleet. 


General  Letter  dated 

26th  September 

178*. 

Do. 

15th  January 

1873. 

Separate  do. 

15th  do. 

do. 

General  Letter  dated 

23rd  do. 

do. 

Do. 

14th  February 

do. 

Do. 

28th  do. 

do. 

Do. 

1st  March 

do. 

Do. 

6th  do. 

do. 

From  your  Secretary 

25th  January 

do. 

Do. 

8th  February 

do. 

Do. 

1 5th  do. 

do. 

We  have  also  received  your  dispatches  by  the  Crocodile  frigate,  dated 
27th  March  and  1st  April. 

21.  We  beg  leave  to  follow  the  same  method  of  replying  to  these 
several  letters  which  we  adopted  in  our  last,  and  shall  therefore  inform 
you  of  our  proceedings  and  orders  succinctly  upon  each  paragraph. 


General  Letter  26th  September  1J82 

22.  We  transmitted  a  copy  of  this  paragraph  to  the  Commissioners 

Para  a  h*  Customs  to  be  enforced  by  them,  and  wrote  to  the 

^  p  *  Admiral  requesting  that  he  would  not  allow  any  of 
His  Majesty’s  ships  to  come  to  this  port  in  such  a  situation  as  might  be 
likely  to  involve  our  officers  in  disputes  with  the  commanders  of  them, 
by  the  necessity  of  carrying  your  orders  into  execution. 

23.  We  have  notified  this  order  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  our  own 

proceedings  in  the  execution  of  your  former  com- 
aragrap  4.  mands,  of  which  this  is  a  repetition.  We  beg  leave 

to  refer  you  to  our  consultations  noted  in  the  margin,  but  to  save  you 
Revenue  Consul  ta-  the  trouble  of  turning  to  them  we  shall  briefly 
tion  29th  May.  recapitulate  what  has  been  done  in  this  place. 

24.  As  the  persons  whom  you  have  ordered  to  be  deprived  of  their 
appointments  could  not  be  removed  until  successors  should  be  nominated 
to  take  charge  of  their  offices  and  receive  from  them  an  account  for  their 
trusts,  we  immediately  ordered  lists  to  be  formed,  and  laid  before  us,  of 
all  the  persons  not  being  covenanted  servants  of  the  Company  who 
held  appointments  of  any  kind  under  this  Presidency,  and  upon  the  receipt 

of  the  lists  we  resolved  to  remove  Messrs.  Day,  Steele, 
29th  May.  Cobham,  Chartres,  Donaldson,  Robertson,  Wilkinson, 

Walker,  Collie  and  Johnson  from  the  offices  of  Paymasters  and  Deputy 
Paymasters  to  different  corps  of  the  army;  and  we  appointed  covenanted 
servants  to  succeed  to  such  of  their  stations  as  by  a  new  arrangement  of 
this  Department  we  thought  it  indispensably  necessary  to  confirm. 


408  letter  to  court 

25.  Under  the  Salt  Department  we  removed  Messrs.  Wood,  Arch- 

Public  consultation  del;in’  Sea^  arJd  Worledge  who  had  been  Salt  Agents, 
29th  May,  and  Reve-  and  appointed  covenanted  servants  m  their  room, 
nue  Consultation  in  But  in  arranging  this  Department,  as  your  prohibitory 
Apri1’  orders  against  the  employment  of  any  person  out  oi’ 

the  Company’s  covenanted  service  admitted  of  no  exceptions,  we  thought 
it  our  duty  to  insert  on  our  proceedings,  and  you  will  be  informed  from 
the  Revenue  Department,  of  our  reasons  for  continuing  the  Deputy  Salt 
Agents,  though  none  of  them  were  covenanted  servants.  Practical  and 
habitual  knowledge  are  so  necessary  in  some  situations  to  qualify  persons 
on  whom  a  particular  trust  depends  for  the  execution  of  it  that  in  the 
salt  branch,  and  particularly  before  the  principals  had  acquired  any 
experience  in  it  a  removal  of  the  deputies  would  have  thrown  the  whole 
into  confusion  and  produced  a  diminution  of  its  revenue,  which  has  already 
improved  to  an  amount  exceeding  the  net  yearly  produce  of  50  lacks  of 
rupees.  Moreover  the  nature  of  the  employment  of  Deputy  Salt  Agent 
and  of  some  other  offices  under  this  Presidency  appears  to  us  to  be 
such  as  it  would  be  incompatible  with  the  general  duties  of  a  Company’s 
servant  to  accept,  and  would  deprive  them  of  the  opportunities,  which 
they  ought  to  have,  of  qualifying  themselves  by  progressive  experience 
for  more  extensive  employments  in  the  revenue  and  other  branches  of  the 
service. 


% 6.  The  appointments  in  the  Ordnance  Department  of  Commis¬ 
saries  and  Deputy  Commissaries  have  been  all  annulled,  and  a  rule  estab¬ 
lished  that  such  appointments  in  future  shall  only  be  held  by  the  officers 
of  artillery.  The  present  conductors  of  artillery  are  nevertheless  allowed 
to  remain  in  their  stations  for  the  reason  assigned  in  the  conclusion  of 
the  preceding  paragraph. 

27.  Among  other  appointments  that  of  Mr.  Crommelin  our  Resident 
at  Goa  came  under  consideration,  but  as  you  had  been  apprized  of  it 
so  long  ago  that  we  expected  your  next  advices  would  contain  your  special 
orders  for  annulling  it  if  you  disapproved  of  our  having  given  it  to  this 
gentleman,  and  as  from  Mr.  Crommelin’s  respectable  character,  from  the 
station  he  has  held,  and  his  long  services  to  the  Company  in  India,  we 
entertained  a  reasonable  hope  that  you  would  so  far  swerve  from  the  rule 
as  to  confirm  him  in  a  place  for  which  he  is  peculiarly  well  qualified,  we 
resolved  to  wait,  some  time  at  least,  for  your  further  orders  upon  this 
subject,  and  not  to  take  any  immediate  measures  for  his  sudden  removal. 

28.  Neither  did  we  think  it  within  the  scope  of  your  intention  to 

remove  those  professional  men  whom  it  was  necessary 
Consultation  29th  to  employ  and  whose  places  could  not  possibly  be  sup- 
ay*  plied  by  any  of  your  covenanted  servants;  we  parti¬ 

cularly  mean  the  Company’s  Attorney  and  other  law  officers  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  and  retained  by  the  Company. 

39.  It  also  appeared  consistent  with  your  intention  in  the  permission 
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given  to  Doctor  Rowland  Jackson  to  practice  his  profession  in  Bengal, 

,  .  which  was  notified  to  us  in  your  letter  of  the  4th 

\  Consultation  *gt  july  that  he  silould  receive  some  appointment 

for  his  attendance  on  the  Company’s  servants,  which 
he  originally  did.  As  you  were  advised  of  this  that  he  should  continue 
to  draw  the  salary  assigned  him  in  recompence  for  the  same,  and  for  the 
duties  assigned  him  of  attending  the  prisoners  in  the  public  jail  we  there¬ 
fore  passed  over  his  appointment  without  alteration. 

30.  We  removed  Mr.  John  Ham  from  the  office  of  Deput)  Post¬ 
master  at  Patna,  and  left  the  duty  to  be  performed  by  one  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  servants  at  that  station.  All  the  other  appoint- 
^Consultati°n  29th  ments  of  Deputy  Postmaster  were  held  by  Company's 

servants  excepting  that  at  Culpee  which,  being  neither 
an  object  nor  situation  for  any  Company’s  servant  to  be  placed  in,  we 
were  under  the  necessity  of  allowing  it  to  continue  as  it  was. 


31.  The  offices  of  Surveyor  of  the  town  of  Calcutta,  of  Clerk  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Police  and  of  Scavenger  being  held  under  special 

appointments  made  by  a  Bye-Law  and  independent 
^Consultation  29th  0f  the  Company’s  service,  and  their  salaries  being 

issued  from  the  produce  of  the  assignments  on  the 
town  we  did  not  think  they  came  within  the  sense  of  your  order  or  that 
we  could  be  warranted  by  it  in  removing  them. 


32.  The  office  of  Superintendent  of  the  Police  of  the  town  of  Cal¬ 
cutta,  being  held  by  Mr.  Thomas  Motte,  would  also  have  come  under 
the  same  difficulty  had  not  the  Bye-Law  which  constituted  it  received  His 
Majesty’s  royal  disallowance.  In  this  state  the  subject  of  that  appoint¬ 
ment  came  under  our  consideration,  it  appeared  necessary  to  publish  the 
disallowance  without  further  delay,  but  at  the  same  time  it  was  equally 
so  to  substitute  some  other  plan  of  police  for  preserving  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  the  town,  which,  as  soon  as  the  only  check  upon  them  were 
removed,  would  be  exposed  to  the  disturbance  of  every  disorderly  person 
who  might  be  encouraged  by  the  hopes  of  impunity  to  be  riotous.  We 
therefore  directed  the  Advocate  General  to  prepare  a  new  rule,  ordinance 
and  regulation  to  be  passed  into  a  law  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  cautioned  him  to  endeavor  to  divest  it,  as  much  as 
the  nature  and  customs  of  this  town  would  admit  of  it,  from  those  lep^l 
objections  which  he  might  suppose  had  subsisted  against  the  confirmation 
of  the  former.  The  disallowance  was  nevertheless  published  without 
further  delay  through  the  channel  of  the  Company’s  Attorney,  who  moved 
the  Court  for  that  purpose. 

33.  Such  a  length  of  time  having  been  suffered  to  elapse  since  the 
date  and  ever  since  the  receipt  of  the  disallowance  before  it  was  published 
we  think  it  both  becoming  and  necessary  to  account  for  this  delay. 

34.  In  your  letter  dated  5th  July  1780,  which  arrived  here  by  the 
Lively  on*  the  27th  April  1781,  y°u  advised  us  "that  the  Bye-Law  had 
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received  His  Majesty’s  royal  disallowance,  that  the  warrant  for  disallowing 
the  same  was  transmitted  on  the  ship  Royal  George  and  attested  copies 
thereof  on  the  ships  Hillsborough  and  Mount  Stewart,  and  you  promised 
by  an  early  opportunity  to  state  your  particular  objections  to  the  said 
Bye-Law  for  our  future  guidance  on  that  subject/’ 

35-  The  above-named  ships  composed  a  part  of  the  convoy  which 
was  captured  by  the  Spanish  fleet1  in  the  month  of  August  1780.  This 
prevented  the  arrival  of  His  Majesty’s  warrant  or  the  attested  copies  of 
it  by  either  of  the  conveyances  on  which  they  were  sent  and  for  a  long 
time  afterwards;  a  duplicate  of  the  warrant  was  transmitted  by  the 
Chapman  which  arrived  here  on  the  13  th  September  1781. 

36.  No  period  was  limited  by  Charter  for  the  publication  of  His 
Majesty’s  disallowance  of  any  Bye-Law,  formed  under  the  Act;  we  know 
not  the  objections  against  that  which  had  been  disapproved,  and  our  ex¬ 
pectation  of  instructions  from  you  to  guide  us  in  framing  another  to 
supply  its  place  which  otherwise  might  be  annulled  on  the  same  grounds 
induced  us  to  wait  for  the  information  you  had  promised.  We  apprehend 
that  the  multiplicity  of  other  affairs  and  the  common  hurry  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  before  you  prevented  your  recollection  of  it,  and  when  we  were 
persuaded  of  this  we  no  longer  hesitated  to  publish  it  without  your 
instructions. 

37.  The  plan  and  draft  of  a  new  bye-law  having  been  prepared  by 
the  Advocate  General  in  consequence  of  our  orders,  it  was  passed  in 
Council  and  transmitted  immediately  to  the  Company’s  Attorney  to  be 
registered  according  to  law,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  published  in  the  usual  manner. 

38-  We  have  called  for  returns  of  all  the  covenanted  servants  and 
monthly  writers  employed  in  our  different  offices,  with  the  allowances 
drawn  by  each,  and  shall  proceed  immediately  to  take  into  consideration 
your  order  respecting  the  dismission  of  the  latter.  At  the  same  time  we 
must  declare  our  opinion  of  the  impossibility  of  keeping  up  all  the  volu¬ 
minous  records  and  accounts  in  the  different  offices  of  this  Government, 
the  immense  labor  of  which  you  can  in  some  degree  judge  of  by  the  bulk 
of  our  dispatches  from  hence,  without  their  assistance  and  by  the  means 
and  endeavors  of  your  covenanted  servants  only,  were  they  even  more 
numerous  than  they  are  and  assiduously  attentive  to  their  duty.  It  will 
appear  also  by  turning  to  the  list  of  Company’s  servants  that  only  very 
few  of  those  who  from  their  standing  in  the  service  could  be  employed 
in  the  public  offices  as  assistants,  and  are  arrived  in  Bengal,  are  without 
occupation;  for  this  purpose  we  transmit  you  a  complete  list  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  servants  with  their  several  stations  and  employments  corrected  up 
to  this  time.  We  beg  leave  however  to  remark  that  similar  lists  were 
usually  forwarded  to  you  every  year  by  the  first  ship  and  by  the  ship 
which  carried  the  annual  books  and  dispatches  of  this  Government. 
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39.  We  beg  leave  to  inform  yon  that  the  ship  Veteran  has  not,  to 

Paragraph  10.  our  knowledge,  been  disposed  of  at  this  Presidency. 

Separate  General  Letter  15th  January  XJ83 

40.  The  orders  contained  in  the  seven  first  paragraphs  of  this  letter 
are  fully  replied  to  in  the  foregoing  information  and  remarks  relative  to 
the  appointments  lately  held  by  non-covenanted  servants,  and  we  beg 
leave  further  to  add  our  full  and  sincere  intention  to  carry  into  effect  and 
adhere  to  the  rules  which  you  have  prescribed,  throughout  this  letter,  for 
our  observance,  as  far  as  it  shall  be  practicable  to  conform  to  them. 


General  Letter  15th  January  1383 

41.  The  plan  for  a  subscription  investment,  here  alluded  to,  was 
first  formed  on  the  10th  April  178a,  but  failed  in  the  execution.  Copy 

of  it  with  other  documents  referred  to  in  the  small 
Paragraph  2.  letter  of  the  8th  April  accompanied  it  in  larger  packets 

overland,  but  were  lost  between  Bussora  and  Aleppo. 


42.  These  paragraphs  have  been  sent  to  the  Board  of  Trade  with 
Paragraphs  3  to  7.  whom  it  will  rest  to  pay  attention  to  them. 

43.  We  have  delivered  a  copy  of  this  paragraph  to  the  Board  of 

Ordnance,  who  are  particularly  enjoined  to  see  the 
Paragraph  8.  certificates  regularly  sent  in  for  the  packet  upon  the 

dispatch  of  every  ship. 

44.  With  a  view  to  carry  this  order  into  effect  we  have  directed  the 
Agent  employed  in  unloading  your  ships  to  obtain  lists  of  all  passengers 

on  board  of  each  when  they  arrive,  and  to  examine 
Paragraph  xo.  whether  they  are  severally  furnished  with  your  licence, 

which  he  is  to  report  to  us  with  a  list  of  their  names;  and  they  will  be 
entered  on  our  proceedings. 


-  45.  We  have  published  a  copy  of  this  paragraph  with  a  caution  to 
those  whom  it  may  affect  that  they  do  not  unwarily  enter  into  connec¬ 
tions  which  may  make  them  liable  to  suffer  in  their 
Paragraph  11.  fortunes  from  the  execution  of  the  order  for  sending 

them  to  England,  as  we  are  determined  to  enforce  it  in  every  instance 
which  shall  come  to  our  knowledge. 

46.  Not  being  conscious  that  any  prisoners  of  war  have  embarked 
at  this  place  on  the  Company’s  ships  for  China  we  apprehend  that  this 

paragraph  rather  alludes  to  the  other  Presidencies  than 
Paragraph  13.  to  gengai(  but  the  war  being  now  over  and  all  the 

French  prisoners  sent  to  Fort  St.  George,  at  the  request  of  that  Presidency, 
to  be  delivered  up  to  the  Marquis  de  Bussy  or  released,  none  will  remain 
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here  but  the  Dutch  prisoners,  and  we  only  wait  for  the  proper  occasion 
and  means  to  dispose  of  them  also. 

47.  On  the  perusal  of  this  paragraph  we  called  for  the  index  to  our 
consultations  for  the  last  year,  which  was  immediately  produced.  We 

referred  to  it  particularly  and  must  confess  it  appeared 
to  us  to  be  very  full  and  formed  upon  a  regular  plan. 
We  had  not  time  to  examine  it  minutely  and  therefore  cannot  speak  with 
precision  of  its  accuracy,  but  we  understand  from  a  representation  which 
was  made  to  us  by  our  Secretary  soon  after  the  departure  of  the  Surprize 

packet,  that  it  was  impossible  to  send  home  indexes 
M^nsultatIon  lj5th  with  the  current  proceedings  by  that  and  by  the 

former  dispatch  without  withholding  the  drafts  of  the 
consultations  from  the  assistants  who  were  copying  them,  which  would 
have  retarded  the  dispatches,  and  as  the  Board  were  anxious  to  send  them 
away  he  was  obliged  to  write  a  short  letter  of  explanation  and  apology  to 
your  Secretary,  which  we  hope  would  be  duly  considered.  We  have  a 
reliance  on  the  care  and  attention  of  the  Sub  Secretary,  whose  province  it 
is  to  form  the  indexes,  that  with  the  knowledge  of  your  wishes  he  will  do 
it  to  your  satisfaction. 


48.  Mr.  Ellis  is  arrived  here  and  has  been  admitted  to  the  station 
Paragraph  16.  you  have  been  pleased  to  assign  him. 


49.  This  paragraph  we  have  transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for 
their  observance.  As  long  ago  as  the  56th  August  1785  we  desired  the 

Board  of  Trade  to  cause  the  goods  of  each  contractor 
aragrap  17.  to  be  packed  separately  under  the  immediate  inspec¬ 

tion  of  himself,  or  any  one  of  his  agents  whom  he  might  appoint  to  attend 
at  the  warehouse  for  that  purpose,  and  in  the  bale  note  to  insert  his 
name  with  that  of  the  fabrick.  We  have  now  further  desired  them  to 
mention  the  price  of  the  goods  that  you  might  be  able  to  judge  of  the 
manufactures  and  relative  qualities  of  each,  and  we  have  also  desired  them 
to  make  this  specification  in  the  invoices. 

Paragraphs  18  to  24.  50.  These  paragraphs  shall  be  duly  attended  to. 

51.  It  was  formerly  the  custom  of  the  service  to  embody  cadets  on 
their  first  arrival  in  a  select  piquet  where  they  remained  till  they  could 

Paragraphs  *k  to  ke  amoved  from  it  in  the  regular  progress  of  promo¬ 
te.  tion,  but  this  was  attended  with  inconveniences.  A 

number  of  young  men  just  arrived  and  of  different  dispositions  Collected 
together  from  the  scantiness  of  their  pay  and  the  distresses  consequently 
brought  on  by  the  natural  extravagancies  of  youth,  frequently  fell  into 
bad  habits  and  examples  which  affected  their  future  prospects  in  the  army. 
To  obviate  the  evils  which  had  been  experienced  the  corps  was  abolished 
and  the  cadets  attached  to  the  different  European  regiments,  where  it  was 
thought  the  assistance  of  their  friends  would  enable  them  to  live  with 
greater  facility  and  comfort;  but  we  have  nevertheless  found  it  always 
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necessary  and  advisable  to  make  them  officers  as  earh  as  possible,  being 
the  only  means  of  relieving  them  from  want  and  the  concomitant  shifts 
which  attend  it. 


52.  By  the  reduced  establishment  of  officers  there  are  now  about  100 
supernumerary  ensigns  serving  under  this  Presidency;  it  is  with  great 

concern  therefore  we  observe  the  intention  you  express 
General  Stibberts*  0f  sending  125  cadets  to  Bengal  this  season.  We  hope 

7thteAugust°nS  t^iat  t*le  ratification  of  the  peace,  which  took  place 

soon  after  the  date  of  your  letter,  would  induce  you 
to  abridge  the  number  of  these  appointments,  but  at  all  events  we  request 
that  you  will  desist  from  sending  out  any  more  cadets  until  the  comple¬ 
ment  of  officers  shall  be  considerably  reduced.  In  the  present  state  of 
it,  it  is  burthensome  to  the  service  and  distressing  to  the  parties  themselves 
who  are  too  often  deceived  in  finding  it  so. 


53.  It  may  strike  your  observation  that  some  appointments  of  cadets 
have  been  made  by  us  since  the  date  of  our  last  letter,  wherein  we  faith¬ 
fully  promised  to  desist  from  making  any.  We  think  it  therefore  necessary 
to  explain  the  nature  and  cause  of  these  appointments  not  doubting  your 
confirmation  of  them.  The  only  one  created  immediately  by  ourselves 
was  Mr.  Parry  whose  peculiar  talents  and  qualifications  for  an  engineer 
officer  induced  us  to  attend  to  the  recommendations  in  his  favor  and  to 
admit  him  to  be  an  ensign  in  that  corps.  With  regard  to  the  rest  it  had 
been  usual  for  the  commanding  officers  of  our  detachments  at  Bombay 
and  Fort  St.  George  when  those  corps  were  in  want  of  subalterns  and 
could  not  readily  be  supplied  from  Bengal  to  admit  volunteers,  who 
from  their  connections  might  be  properly  introduced  to  them,  and 
subsequently  to  recommend  them,  when  their  services  were  approved,  for 
our  appointment  of  them  as  cadets. 


54.  Mr.  Tilfer  had  been  nominated,  in  this  manner,  by  Colonel 
Pearse,  whom  we  promised  to  confirm  him  if  his  recommendation  should 

be  seconded  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  then  on  his  way  back 
5th  May.  to  Coast.  After  Sir  Eyre's  death  we  received  a 

further  application  from  Colonel  Pearse  and  thought  it  Incumbent  on 
us  to  confirm  Mr.  Tilfer,  but  at  the  same  time  repeated  and  published 

our  determination  to  make  no  more  cadets  on  any 
21st  July.  account  whatever;  and  we  actually  rejected  two  persons 

who  had  been  received  as  volunteers  by  Colonel  Morgan  into  his  detach¬ 
ment,  and  one  who  had  been  admitted  by  General  Stuart  into  Golonel 
Pearse’s  detachment. 

55.  Indeed  this  was  an  improper  interference  of  General  Stuart  who 
certainly  could  have  no  right  to  appoint  a  volunteer  in  the  Bengal 

Detachment,  and  it  brings  forward  another  instance 
30th  June.  which  we  were  obliged  to  complain  of  to  the  Govern¬ 

ment  under  which  he  acts,  as  he  had  appointed  staff  officers  and  taken 

the  payment  of  this  corps  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
2 1 st  July.  proper  Paymaster,  by  directing  money  for  their  dis¬ 

bursements  to  be  issued  immediately  from  the  Paymaster  of  the  Madrass 
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forces,  by  which  £he  accounts  of  our  detachments  must  have  been  throw n 
into  confusion. 


56.  Our  letter  of  the  5th  of  April  last  enclosed  an  account  of  the 
supplies  which  to  that  time  had  been  sent  by  us  to  your  Presidency  of 

Fort  Marlborough.  We  have  had  no  opportunity 
since  of  completing  their  indent  but  shall  attend  to 
it  when  the  season  becomes  favorable. 


Paragraph  28. 


57.  The  instance  of  disobedience  in  Captain  Haldane,  here  alluded 
to,  does  not  fall  under  our  cognizance.  He  proceeded  to  Bombay  where 

.  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  ship,  the  Fairford , 

31  aragrap  s  30  ro  ^  fare.  Mrs.  Cargill  who  was  a  passenger  with  him 

has  not  made  her  appearance  in  Bengal. 

58.  On  the  arrival  of  every  ship  the  passengers  who  come  out  in 

that  ship  are  summoned  before  us  to  give  an  account 
aragrap  32.  af  the  treatment  which  they  have  received  from  the 

captains,  and  axe  asked  what  they  have  respectively  paid  for  their  passages. 
Their  answers  stand  recorded  in  our  proceedings,  and  will  be  regularly 
pointed  out  to  you. 

5g.  We  transmitted  a  copy  of  this  paragraph  to  the  Company’s 
Attorney  with  directions  to  notify  the  contents  to  the  Supreme  Court,  to 

whom  also  we  sent  your  packet  supposed  to  contain 
aiagrap  33.  the  Act  of  Parliament  respecting  the  estates  and 
property  of  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold  and  Mr.  Perring.  You  will  find  in  our 
proceedings  a  copy  of  the  court’s  order  for  registering  it. 


Paragraphs  34  to 
37  &  Paragraphs  41 
to  52 


60.  These  paragraphs  have  been  referred  to  the 
Revenue  Department,  whence  a  reply  will  be  trans¬ 
mitted  to  you. 


61.  We  have  already  had  the  honor  in  former  advices  to  acquaint 
you  with  our  resolution  to  grant  no  additional  rank  to  officers  quitting 
India  upon  the  plea  of  their  departure  for  England,  whatever  may  be 
the  pretensions  to  our  favor  from  former  services  or  present  standing  in 
the  army. 

62.  We  have  published  these  paragraphs  and  taken  such  measures 
as  were  necessary  to  procure  copies  of  all  surveys  and  journals  which 

Paragraphs  56  to  might  be  of  use  for  correcting  and  improving  the 

navigation  of  these  seas.  We  shall  not  fail  to  transmit 
to  you  such  lights  as  we  may  be  able,  from  time  to  time,  to  obtain  in 
consequence.  A  copy  of  Captain  Ritchie’s  journal  containing  his  obser¬ 
vations  on  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  together  with  a  letter  in  reply  to  our  requi¬ 
sition  for  it  and  copy  of  a  further  letter  from  him  make  numbers  in  the 
packet.  In  the  latter  he  treats  on  the  nature  of  the  coast  to  the  southward 
of  Point  Palmiras,  and  express [es]  his  decided  opinion  that  the  place 
called  the  Schedam  Rock  has  no  existence. 
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63.  As  Mr*  Barwell's  attornies  have  not  thought  proper  to  recom¬ 
mence  any  suit  against  the  Company  for  the  rent  of  his  garden  house,  and 

as  they  withdrew  the  former  for  want  of  sufficient 
Paragraph  59.  grounds  on  which  to  establish  it,  we  conceive  that  any 
application  to  them  on  the  part  of  the  Company  might  open  a  fresh 
source  of  litigation;  therefore  we  have  thought  it  prudent  to  require  the 
Advocate  General's  opinion  on  this  subject  before  we  take  any  direct  steps 
in  pursuance  of  your  orders. 

64.  We  have  transmitted  these  paragraphs  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 

and  shall  inform  you,  in  the  sequel  of  this  letter,  of 
Paragraphs  60-1.  our  proceedings  for  supplying  you  with  an  investment 

for  this  season. 

General  Letter  2.3rd  January  1383 

65.  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  23rd  January  we  can  only  give 
you  one  general  assurance,  that  proper  attention  shall  be  paid  to  every 
part  of  its  contents. 

General  Letters  from  your  Secretary  dated  23th  January 

and  13th  February  1383 

66.  Upon  the  arrival  of  these  letters  we  immediately  caused  the 
King's  Proclamation,  of  a  cessation  of  arms,  to  be  read  and  published  with 
every  requisite  formality,  and  circulated  copies  of  it  to  every  station  of 
the  army  and  to  every  subordinate  settlement  under  our  jurisdiction,  also 
to  our  Residents  at  foreign  courts. 

Gene?~al  Letter  14th  February  1*383 

67.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  letter  from  the  Secret  Depart¬ 
ment  for  a  reply  to  yours  noted  in  the  margin  [above]. 

General  Letter  28th  February  1383 

68.  In  addition  to  what  we  have  said  above  respecting  the  proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  peace,  and  in  order  to  complete  our  reply  to  this  letter,  we 
have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  we 
shall  give  it  in  instructions  to  all  the  captains  of  your  ships,  which  we 
shall  henceforth  dispatch  “for  England  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  to 
St.  Helena,  and  after  staying  there  a  reasonable  time  to  refresh  their 
people,  to  proceed  directly  to  the  river  Thames. 

General  Letter  ist  March  1783 

6q.  We  have  before  remarked  that  complete  lists  of  the  Company* 
servants  with  their  several  employments  annexed  have  usually  been 

forwarded  to  you  by  two  different  ships  in  each  season. 
Paragraph  23.  but  we  apprehend  the  accident  to  the  Admiral 

Hughes's  packet  and  other  casualties  must  have  prevented  .the  regular 
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receipt  of  them.  We  shall  now  alter  the  form,  as  you  desire,  by  enumerat¬ 
ing  all  salaries  and  allowances  enjoyed  by  each  person,  but  it  will  be 
impossible  to  prepare  a  list  so  arranged  and  to  complete  it,  now  the  service 
is  so  much  increased,  in  time  for  the  present  dispatch. 

Paragraphs  is  to  7°*  We  ^ave  sent  a  C0Py  °*  t^lese  paragraphs 

13.  with  the  boxes  of  muslin,  which  came  in  the  packets, 

to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  their  information  and  observance. 


71.  We  ordered  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  to  send  a  proper 

person  on  board  of  the  Barwell ,  immediately  on  her 
Paragraph  15  arrival,  with  instructions  to  transmit  them  a  regular 

account  of  all  the  packages  which  should  be  taken  out  of  the  ship,  that 
they  might  be  landed  and  examined  at  the  custom  house. 

75.  In  consequence  of  your  orders  in  favor  of  Mr.  Wombwell  we 
immediately  resolved  to  appoint  him  Paymaster  General  to  all  the  troops 

commanded  by  British  officers  beyond  the  river 
aragrap  1  .  Carramnassa,  in  which  station  he  will  apply  to  the 

Resident  at  Lucknow  for  all  advance  of  cash  which  may  be  necessary  for 
the  disbursements  of  his  office,  and  issue  the  same  through  the  subordinate 
paymasters  to  the  officers  and  men  who  are  entitled  to  receive  it. 

General  Letter  6th  March  1J83 


73.  We  received  this  letter  sometime  [after]  the  foregoing  and 
immediately  transmitted  a  copy  of  your  orders  respecting  the  charts  and 

geographical  information,  which  you  require,  to 
Paragraphs  1  to  2.  Qaptajn  our  Surveyor  General,  with  particular 

injunctions  to  prepare  them  for  you  as  soon  as  possible,  and  to  send  them 

to  us  that  they  might  be  forwarded  by  the  earliest  dispatch. 

74.  We  have  received  his  reply  acquainting  us  that  he  has  in  hand 
an  atlas  of  India  which  will  be  divided  into  % 0  sheets  and  afterwards 
collected  into  one  general  chart  on  a  reduced  scale,  and  that  it  is  in  a 
sufficient  state  of  forwardness  to  convey  much  new  and  useful  information, 
but  being  still  unfinished,  and  no  copy  of  it  made,  it  is  not  in  a  state  to 
be  sent  to  England.  In  order  to  save  the  time  of  conveying  it  thither 
and  to  present  this  work  to  you  as  soon  as  possible  Captain  Call  has 
requested  leave  to  embark  for  England  that  he  may  complete  it  on  board 
of  ship,  which  with  close  attention  he  is  in  hopes  of  doing  in  the  course 

of  the  passage.  A  further  motive  for  this  step  is  the 
,?  have  dissented  to  present  indifferent  state  of  his  health,  which  renders 

IS'  ^  a  &m  a  change  of  air  advisable  and  may  impede  that  close 
application  in  this  climate  which  is  necessary  to  finish  his  undertaking. 

75.  We  could  not  agree  to  continue  Captain  Call's  pay  and  allowances 
to  him  after  his  departure,  but  as  his  service  would  have  been  equally 
employed  for  the  Company’s  advantage  we  agreed  to  recommend  him  to 
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\ou  to  grant  them  in  case  he  should  resolve  to  go  to  Europe. 

The  amount  to  salary  per  month  Sicca  rupees  ...  ...  651 

House  rent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  400 

He  in  consequence  desired  an  advance  of  8  months’  pay  to  defray  his 
expences,  under  a  promise  of  refunding  the  amount  if  you  should  not 
approve  of  it,  but  we  did  not  think  proper  to  grant  the  request;  and  it 
remains  in  doubt  whether  he  will  pursue  his  intentions  of  going  to  England 
or  not. 


76.  We  have  signified  your  orders  regarding  the  forms  of  military 
returns  and  papers  which  you  require  from  that  Department  to  the  proper 
officers,  who  we  expect  will  prepare  them  in  such  a  manner  for  the  future 
as  to  furnish  you  with  all  the  information  you  can  desire.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Kyd,  our  Military  Secretary  and  Fort  Major,  for  whose  official 
exactness  we  can,  from  a  long  experience  of  his  regularity  and  attention, 
bear  testimony,  has  thought  it  necessary  to  address  a  letter  to  us  in  reply 

to  the  communication  of  your  orders;  and  we  take 
Consultation  15th  th.e  liberty  to  forward  a  copy  of  it  in  this  packet. 
Septem  r.  You  will  see  annexed  to  it  a  list  of  all  the  military 

returns  prepared  and  sent  home  from  his  Department  since  the  30th  Sep¬ 
tember  1777;  and  a  general  list  of  the  army  with  casualties  up  to  the 
1  st  August  will  be  found  in  this  packet. 


General  Letter  2jth  March  IJ83 

f  77.  We  have  sent  copies  of  these  paragraphs  to 

Conmkation2  5  t^ie  Civil  Paymaster  with  orders  to  call  on  Mr.  Bar- 
September.  well’s  attornies  and  to  adjust  the  account  with  them 

accordingly. 

78.  We  have  likewise  sent  him  a  copy  of  this  paragraph  and  directed 

him  to  make  the  demand  contained  in  it  upon  the 
Paragraph  6.  attornies  of  Mr.  Francis. 

* 

79.  We  have  made  the  correction  pointed  out 
Paragraph  8.  jn  this  paragraph  in  the  rank  of  Messrs.  Becher. 

80.  In  our  dispatches  by  the  Surprize  we  had  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  you  a  copy  of  the  plan  which  we  had  adopted  for  raising  a  fund  of 

fifty  lacks  of  current  rupees  by  bills  of  exchange,  to 
15th  April.  be  on  you  at  the  end  of  this  year,  at  the 

exchange  of  2s.  id.  per  current  rupee,  and  payable  365  days  after  sight 
with  a  right  of  option  reserved  in  you  to  extend  the  period,  one,  two  or 
three  years  longer  on  allowing  an  interest  of  5  cent  per  annum  till 
they  should  be  paid. 

81.  This  sum  was  accordingly  received  and  invested  in  cotton  piece 
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goods  under  the  sole  direction  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  whom  we 
thought  proper  to  leave  the  uncontrolled  management  of  its  appropriation 
in  detail. 


82.  On  a  representation  from  the  Board  of  Trade  in  favor  of  the 

provision  of  a  silk  investment,  in  consequence  of  the 
50th  May.  present  improved  quality  of  the  manufacture  and  the 

reduced  price  of  its  delivery,  we  thought  the  subject 
so  essential  to  your  commercial  interests  that  we  requested  the  attend¬ 
ance  of  Mr.  Dacres,  the  President  of  that  Board,  to  assist  us  with  his 
sentiments  and  experience  in  deciding  the  question  before  us.  At  length, 
56th  Ma  after  the  most  mature  deliberation  we  saw  manifold 

2  a^‘  advantages  in  allowing  a  moderate  provision  of  silk 

to  be  made  for  the  Company.  The  public  filatures  would  be  kept  in 
use;  all  competition  among  individuals  for  a  preference  in  obtaining 
them  or  a  suspicion  of  partiality  in  bestowing  them  would  be  prevented, 
and  a  certainty  established  of  continuing  so  valuable  a  branch  of  manu¬ 
facture  which  under  the  precarious  and  distant  expectations  of  an  open 
and  exclusive  trade  to  individuals  might  have  been  neglected  by  them 
and  perhaps  have  been  allowed  entirely  to  drop. 


83.  For  this  and  other  considerations,  tending  to  the  advantage  of 
the  revenues  and  the  fabrick,  we  ventured  to  agree  to  a  deviation  from 
the  express  letter  of  your  commands  in  admitting  a  limited  investment  of 
silk,  which  we  accordingly  fixed  at  fifteen  lacks  of  current  rupees,  being 
half  the  amount  of  last  year’s  provision. 

84.  A  further  loan  was  accepted  for  this  service  upon  the  same 
terms  as  the  foregoing;  and  the  bills  which  we  are  to  grant  for  it  will  be 
dated  the  31st  of  January  next. 

85.  This  sum  having  been  allotted  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the 
filatures  belonging  to  the  Company,  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
covenanted  servants,  a  petition  was  presented  to  that  Board,  and  referred  to 
our  consideration  from  Messrs.  Croftes,  Killican  and  Close,  who  had  here¬ 
tofore  held  contracts  for  the  delivery  of  silk  to  the  Company  by  which 
they  had  been  led  into  considerable  expence  for  erecting  private  filatures, 
praying  that  they  also  might  be  allowed  to  contract  for  a  part  of  the 
present  year’s  provision.  As  it  was  not  too  late  to  alter  the  appropriation 
of  the  sum  allotted  for  silk,  and  the  amount  of  the  contracts  desired  by  the 
petitioners  to  keep  their  filatures  at  work  was  not  considerable,  we  agreed 
to  allow  them*  to  provide  half  the  quantity  which  they  had  delivered  in 
the  last  year,  [and]  admitted  of  an  increase  to  the  silk  investment  for  this 
purpose  of  current  rupees  1,62,400. 

86.  Should  this  business  become  a  subject  of  your  future  delibera- 

consultations  toth,  110118  we  8011011  your  altenti°n  to  our  correspondence 
aoth,  *6th  May,  30th  with  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  therefore  note  m  the 
June,  17th  July.  margin  the  dates  of  the  proceedings  in  which  it  is 
,  fdcordld.  Probably  you  will  find  them  materially  necessary  for  conveying 
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to  you  an  accurate  and  complete  idea  of  our  respective  sentiments  upon  a 

matter  of  so  much  importance  to  the  trade  of  this  country  P 

>  * 

of  in^i'vid^al^in6^^11^^0^  Eei^UbHCat'°K  °f  y°Ur  Hcence  for  the  trade 
namuuais  in  raw  silk  to  England  we  have  already  received  one  noti¬ 
fication  of  a  design  to  make  use  of  it  to  the  extent  of  'two  ton  We  shall 

“  °“r  P°w"“  Fomins  ge‘“rt  fafe 
from  duly  M  ”  ,iU  Sha11  **  eS»»U, 

that  Ihe  eaperim'ut  will  be  found  to  answer  the  ,n“h.““Seh  s™« 

3,’e tSS  1.““"  ,rad'  'h"  »r,id'  “  “  P“»«X0  M 


88.  An  application  having  been  made  to  us  by  Mr.  Briganti  one  of 
your  superintendents  of  raw  silk,  desiring  to  have  a  piece  of  ground  for 

Consultation  a8ih  pr^?Urp°Se  of  Crultivating  mulberry  plantations  and 
July-  erecting  filatures  for  the  manufacture  of  silk  on  private 

•  ,  .  „  account,  with  intention  to  transfer  it  through  vour 

indulgence  to  England,  we  have  ordered  the  Committee  of  Revenue  to 

Sant  ofit1  for  a  Tn  ■  ^  ^  he  retll,ires>  and  t0  him  a 

grant  of  it  for  a  certain  time  and  under  special  reservations. 

11  ??  Before  we  quit  the  subject  of  raw  silk  we  think  it  necessary  to 
call  to  your  remembrance  the  case  of  Mr.  Peter  Speake,  your  Resident  at 
Jungypore,  who,  when  we  considered  the  proposal  of  the  contractors  for 

the  terns  oWv™1  ^  *  contract  for  the  bricks  of  that  filature  on 
the  terms  sicca  rupees  8-12  per  seer,  which  were  allowed  to  other  con- 

ractors  but  offered  and  engaged  to  manufacture  silk  of  the  best  kind 

of  h,\  lvPnT  ftend°n  t0  econom>'  and  driver  in  faithful  accounts 

wards  f,0  , for  such  commission  as  we  might  after¬ 

wards  deem  adequate  to  his  labors  and  success.  On  a  report  from  the 

BoBrd  of  Trade  that  he  had  sent  down  the  produce  of 
his  filature,  which  was  of  an  excellent  quality,  and 
that  it  was  charged  at  a  rate  somewhat  inferior  to  the 
sum  offered  him,  we  desired  them  to  make  up  the  difference  of  that  price, 
to  be  considered  as  part  of  any  compensation  that  you  might  be  willing 
to  give  to  him,  and  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  his  silk  to  your  inspection 
or  such  further  reward  as  you  may  think  him  deserving  of,  after  a  com¬ 
parison  of  it  with  the  generality  of  the  silk  of  other  contractors,  which 
you  will  receive  from  hence  at  the  same  time. 


Consultation  4th 
August. 


•  U9°'v  hearinS  of  the  ratification  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace 

with  the  belligerent  powers  in  Europe  and  America  and  considering 
the  number  of  your  ships  already  in  India,  that  which  might  further 
be  expected  and  the  disappointments  you  must  already  have  suffered 
in  the  dispatch  and  non-arrival  of  consignments  from  hence  for  two 
years  past,  which  circumstance  could  not  fail  to  increase  the  demand 
for  Bengal  goods,  we  consulted  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  expediency  of 
augmenting  the  sum  for  the  proposed  investment  of  this  year,  and  upon 
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their  concurring  with  us  in  this  measure,  we  resolved  to  open  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  for  a  further  loan  of  thirty-five  lacks  of  current  rupees,  in  order  to 
complete  the  sum  of  the  investment  to  one  crore.  The  above  sum  has  ac¬ 
cordingly  been  subscribed  on  the  terms  of  our  publication,  and  the  drafts 
which  are  to  be  made  upon  you  for  it  will  be  granted  the  31st  December 
1784,  at  the  same  exchange  and  distance  of  payment  as  the  present. 

91.  This  new  loan  will  supply  a  fund  for  the  silk  contracts  above- 
mentioned,  and  excepting  this  and  3,48,000  current  rupees  which,  at 
the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  we  allowed  to  be  invested 
in  indigo,  in  order  to  effect  a  compromise  between  them  and  Mr.  Prinsep 
for  his  claim  found  on  a  mortgage  deed  that  the  Company  should  receive 
the  implements  and  stock  of  the  Fulta  factory  in  liquidation  of  his  bond 
for  two  lacks  of  rupees,  the  remainder  of  the  sum  will  be  appropriated 
to  the  provision  of  those  articles  which  in  your  list  of  investment  you 
have  enjoined  an  increase  of  as  being  the  most  profitable  in  the  sale. 


92.  We  have  desired  the  Board  of  Trade  to  relate  to  you  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  their  proceedings  regarding  the  adjustment 
of  accounts  between  the  Company  and  Mr.  Prinsep 
in  the  article  of  his  chintz  contract,  which  also  involves 
the  present  contract  entered  into  with  him  for  indigo. 


Consultation  18th 
August. 


93.  You  will  observe  that  the  necessities  of  our  own  calls  for  the 
payment  of  the  army  and  the  detachments  of  it  at  Surat  and  Fort  St. 
George,  besides  the  heavy  drafts  made  upon  us  from  the  latter  Presidency, 
all  of  which  came  with  accumulated  weight  and  urgency  at  a  season  of 
the  year  when  the  collections  were  least  productive,  obliged  us  to  appro¬ 
priate  the  sums  which  were  paid  into  the  treasury  on  account  of  the 
above  loans  to  the  discharge  of  these  several  calls;  and  indeed  a  very 
small  part  of  the  loan  was  received  in  cash  but  almost  all  by  transfers  of 
bills  due,  or  orders  on  the  treasury  unpaid,  which  were  in  the  possession 

of  the  parties  who  had  subscribed  to  the  loan. 

» 

94.  In  either  case  we  were  prevented  from  making  the  requisite 
advance  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  they  ought  to  have  received  at  the 
regular  periods  when  the  money  became  due  from  .the  subscribers.  To 
avoid  the  obvious  consequence  of  this  evil  we  punctually  granted  orders 
on  the  treasury  in  favor  of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  these  several  sums 
and  empowered  their  President  to  issue  to  the  contractors,  according  as 
their  demands  should  fall  due,  his  notes  of  assignment  on  the  orders  of 
treasury,  to  be  paid  off  in  course  with  an  interest  of  8  per  cent  per 
annum  for  the  interval  which  might  elapse  between  the  period  of  their 
dates  and  that  of  payment. 

95.  An  application  was  lately  made  to  us  by  Mr.  Dacres  to  be  paid 

the  amount  of  commission  due  to  him  upon  coral  and 
^Consultation  26th  diamonds  since  his  arrival  at  the  station  of  President 

of  the  Board  of  Trade,  as  by  the  13th  paragraph 
of  you*  instructions  to  this  Government  dated  29th  March  1774  it  is 
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declared  to  ha\e  been  your  intention  and  order  that  the  same  should  be 
given  to  the  person  holding  that  office.  An  account  of  the  diamonds 
which  had  been  registered  as  dispatched  for  England  was  at  the  same 
time  laid  before  us.  After  a  proper  authentication  of  this  account  wc 
agreed  to  grant  Mr.  Dacres  a  conditional  interest  bond  for  the  amount 
of  his  commission  upon  it,  calculated  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent,  but  subject 
to  your  final  approbation.  The  bond  has  been  accordingly  issued  under 
a  medium  date,  that  is  to  say  antedated  so  far  as  to  make  it  bear  a 
proportion  to  the  length  of  time  which  the  claim  lay  dormant,  and  it 
contains  a  clause  by  wThich  it  is  left  at  your  option  to  annul  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  the  bond,  provided  you  shall  signify  your  orders  for  that 
purpose  to  us  within  18  months  after  the  arrival  of  this  notification  of  it 
in  England.  This  was  a  reservation  which  we  thought  it  necessary  to 
make,  notwithstanding  our  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  the  claim,  because 
it  was  the  first  instance  in  which  it  had  been  preferred  to  us. 

96.  In  consequence  of  a  correspondence  which  we  have  had  with  the 
Board  of  Trade  upon  the  subject  of  the  stores  occasionally  required  from 
their  import  warehouse  for  the  use  of  the  public  services,  as  they  demanded 
an  increase  of  the  prices  at  which  they  had  hitherto  invariably  delivered 
them  to  the  agents  and  contractors,  we  directed  the  public  offices  which 
had  occasion  for  stores  from  England  to  prepare  indents  for  what  they 
might  annually  require  to  be  sent  out  to  them  and  in  the  meantime 
desired  the  Board  of  Trade  to  continue  furnishing  them  as  usual,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  additional  expence  and  inconvenience  of  altering 
the  terms  of  our  agreement  with  the  contractors,  or  unnecessarily  increas¬ 
ing  the  commissions  of  the  agents  by  obliging  them  to  purchase  in  the 
market.  The  indents  which  we  have  received  make  numbers  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  packet,  and  we  request  that  you  will  order  the  articles  to  be  provided 
and  consigned  separately  to  the  several  offices  which  have  indented  for 
them. 


97.  We  have  received  applications  from  Mr.  Bie,  the  Danish  Governor 

.  a*  °f  Fredericksnagore,  and  from  the  supercargoes  of 

14  ugus .  several  Portuguese  ships,  now  in  this  river,  for  liberty 

to  export  saltpetre  on  their  ships  to  Europe,  urging  that  the  restoration 
of  peace  now  obviates  the  only  objection  which  had  caused  an  embargo 
to  be  laid  on  it.  Not  having  received  any  orders  from  you  for  taking  off 
the  embargo  and  being  unwilling  to  do  it  while  so  large  a  quantity  of  the 
Company’s  saltpetre  remained  upon  hand  we  thought  the  opportunity  a 
good  one  to  dispose  of  a  part  of  this  stock,  and  therefore  offered  to  deliver 

as  much  of  it  to  the  Danes  and  Portuguese,  with  liberty 
to  export  it,  as  they  should  require  for  balasting  their 
ships  at  the  price  which  the  Company  had  paid  for  it, 
and  an  increase  of  10  per  cent  for  wastage  and  warehouse  room. 

98.  In  consequence  of  the  general  indent  for  grain,  which  we  have 

received  this  year  from  the  President  and  Council  at 
Ap^suUati0n  l4th  Fort  St.  George,  and  of  our  publications  for  proposals 

to  supply  them  at  the  lowest  prices,  we  have  entered 
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into  the  following  contracts  for  this  purpose,  to  be  fulfilled  in  the  course 
of  the  approaching  fair  season,  viz.. 

Consultation  14th  With  Mr.  John  Fergusson  for  rice  2,40,000  bao-c 

at  sicca  rupees  6-12  per  bag.  0 

7th  July.  With  Mr.  J.  Beatson  for  50,000  bags  at  sicca  rupees 

6-12  per  bag. 

With  the  Honourable  Robert  Lindsay  45,000  ba^s  at 
sicca  rupees  6-12  per  bag.  * 

4th  August.  With  Mr.  W.  Wodsworth  for  Balasore  rice  15,000  bags 

at  sicca  rupees  6  per  bag. 

With  Mr.  W.  Bruere  for  5,000  bags  of  wheat,  5,000  bags 
of  grain,  2,500  bags  of  pease,  1,000  bags  of  colloy  [mc] 

12th  May.  to  be  delivered  at  Madras  before  the  monsoon  in 

October,  at  9-4  per  bag. 

With  Mr.  J.  L.  Auriol  for  the  like  articles  at  the  same 
price. 

99.  Mr.  R.  W.  Wood,  who  had  been  prevented  from  compleating  his 
contract  for  the  dispatch  of  rice  to  Madras  in  February  last,  on  account 

Consultation  x4th  o£,the/ren<*  ships  then  in  the  Bay,  was,' at  his  parti- 
April.  cular  desire,  released  from  his  obligation  after  we  had 

accepted  the  first  of  the  above  proposals.  This  was 
also  a  saving  to  the  Company  as  the  rate  stipulated  with  him  was  7  sicca 

rupees  per  bag  for  rice  laden  and  dispatched  from  this  river  at  the"  Com- 
pany’s  risk. 

100.  As  Mr.  Wood  obtained  his  contract  not  in  consequence  of  pub¬ 

lic  proposals  but  by  means  of  a  private  offer  which  we  deemed  reasonable 
and  accepted,  we  must  remark  that  his  desire  of  being  released  from  it 
affords  a  strong  proof  that  such  contracts  have  not  been  granted  to  serve 
individuals  but  entered  into  solely  with  a  view  to  the  advantages  of  the 
public.  ° 

101.  We  have  advised  you  of  the  endeavours  we  used  and  the  success 
we  met  with  in  establishing  through  the  channel  of  Gopaul  Doss,  the 
principal  shroff  of  Benares,  houses  at  Massulipatam  and  Fort  St.  George, 
also  intermediate  agencies  at  Cuttack,  Naugpore,  Aurangabad  and  Hydera¬ 
bad,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  remittance  at  all  times  for  the  service 
of  the  army  in  the  Carnatic,  and  the  shroff  agreed  to  make  them  com¬ 
petent  to  the  negotiation  of  5  lacks  of  rupees  per  month  if  required. 

102.  As  his  agents  have  experienced  so  many  obstructions  in  their 
business  from  the  dilatoriness  of  the  mint  at  Massulipatam,  and  the  refusal 
of  the  Council  there  to  receive  the  payments  tendered  at  the  current  and 
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circulating  rates  of  exchange,  and  as  objections  were  made  both  by  the 
President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  and  by  their  subordinate  servants 
at  Massulipatam  to  the  plan  which  had  with  so  much  difficulty  and  at  a 
considerable  expence  to  the  parties  been  carried  into  execution,  we  desired 
the  shroff  to  relinquish  his  booties  or  houses  and  to  withdraw  his  agents. 
But  in  justification  of  the  measure  and  of  our  subsequent  proceedings  it  is 
proper  we  shall  now  explain  to  you  the  cause  which  suggested  it,  and  the 
utility  which  has  been  experienced  from  it. 

103.  The  necessity  which  existed  for  a  constant  and  ample  remit¬ 
tance  of  funds  from  this  place  to  support  the  pressing  and  indispensible 
calls  of  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George  is  a  circumstance  of  public 
notoriety,  and  strenuously  urged  in  all  the  letters  from  that  Government. 
The  seasons  from  March  to  August  and  from  September  to  December  are 
so  unfavourable  to  the  dispatch  of  vessels  that  the  passage  is  always  tedious 
and  hazardous  between  those  months,  consequently  the  risk  of  conveying 
treasure  by  sea  was  proportionally  great  and  the  object  was  often  not  to 
be  accomplished. 

104.  To  provide  for  a  certain  and  safe  remittance  during  those  inter¬ 
vals  we  thought  of  establishing  a  channel  by  bills  of  exchange,  similar 
to  that  which  had  long  prevailed  in  our  intercourse  with  Bombay  and 
Surat,  but  it  was  never  intended  to  make  use  of  this  channel  except  in 
those  periods  when  the  communication  was  not  open  or  safe  by  sea. 

105.  The  increased  danger  in  the  Bay,  proceeding  from  the  great 
number  of  the  enemy's  ships  which  were  scattered  over  it,  and  at  one 
time  the  total  suspension  of  the  trade  of  this  port  from  the  terror  of 
their  cruizers  stationed  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  made  it  impracticable  to 
dispatch  treasure  by  sea  but  with  an  equal  chance  of  throwing  these 
supplies  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  which  were  intended  and  absolutely 
requisite  for  our  own  occasions. 

106.  In  this  situation  of  affairs  we  have  made  the  following  remit¬ 
tances  by  bills  to  Fort  St.  George  and  Massulipatam: 

To  Fort  St.  George 

In  1782  ...  ...  ...  sicca  rupees  60,339 

In  1783  ...  ...  ...  do.  do.  3,20,100 

3,80439 

i545>50° 

3,09,100 

— - —  18,54,600 


Sicca  rupees  22,35,039 


107.  In  the  commencement  of  this  business  the  shroff  was  obliged  to 
use  the  simple  and  only  expedient  of  sending  bullion  by  land  to  answer 


To  Massulipatam 
In  1782 
In  1783 
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his  drafts  when  they  became  due,  which  could  not  be  transported  with¬ 
out  great  risk  and  expence,  he  necessarily  therefore  required  a  suitable 
rate  of  exchange  to  indemnify  him  for  these  deductions,  and  ten  per  cent 
was  allowed  but  we  then  expected  that  the  first  difficulties  would  by 
degrees  be  surmounted  and  the  actual  charges  in  time  rendered  more 
certain  and  easy;  for  these  reasons  the  agreement  was  made  only  for 
six  months  certain,  it  was  not  intended  to  obtain  any  present  profit  to 
the  Company  but  to  lead  to  the  establishment  of  a  future  and  lasting 
benefit,  any  computation  made  on  the  original  exchange  was  therefore 
unfair  yet  the  Chief  and  Council  at  Massulipatam  in  their  remarks  upon 
the  measure  make  this  the  criterion  for  judging  of  the  disadvantages  of 
it,  however,  even  at  this  rate  it  is  more  profitable  than  the  remittance  of 
bullion,  viz., 

Freight  on  bullion  to  Madras  at  3  per  cent  ...  ...  3 

War  insurance  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Charges  of  recoinage  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


13 

Premium  of  exchange  on  bills  ...  ...  ...  10 


Difference  per  cent  ...  3 


Consultation  1st 
April. 


108.  The  Chief  and  Council  at  Massulipatam  complained  to  us  of 

the  tardy  payments  which  had  been  made  on  account 
of  the  shroff’s  bills,  of  the  unreasonable  monopoly 
which  the  shroff’s  agent  desired  to  take  in  the  article 
of  coinage  in  consequence  of  the  privilege  granted  him  of  a  preference 
in  their  mint,  and  of  unreasonable  advantages  also  claimed  by  him  in 
the  exchange  of  every  species  of  currency  which  he  tendered  in  payment 
of  his  bills.  When  we  called  upon  the  principal  Agent  to  answer  these 

complaints  he  totally  removed  the  prejudice  conveyed 
^  Consul fation  28th  ^  them.  He  confessed  that  he  had  laid  claim  to  the 

p  ’  exclusive  services  of  the  mint  because  the  utmost  efforts 

of  that  office  were  inadequate  to  the  coinage  of  his  own  bullion,  and  until 
that  operation  was  performed  the  Chief  and  Council  refused  to  receive  it 
in  payment  of  his  bills,  which  consequently  made  them  the  authors  of  any 
delay  originating  from  that  cause;  and  that  it  was  evidently  the  intention  of 
the  shroff  to  be  more  than  punctual  in  his  payments  is  evinced  by  his  hav¬ 
ing  solicited  an  interest  account  to  be  opened,  in  which  he  might  be  credit¬ 
ed  for  interest  on  ante  payment  and  debited  for  interest  or  [on]  post  pay¬ 
ments.  To  obviate  this  complaint  however  he  desired  that  his  bullion  might 
be  received  at  its  intrinsic  value,  to  be  proved  by  an  assay  of  the  mint  with 
the  deduction  of  a  reasonable  allowance  for  the  charge  of  recoinage,  and 
that  he  might  be  allowed  credit  immediately  for  the  amount,  by  which 
mode  his  concern  in  the  speedy  coinage  of  it  would  be  removed  and  they 
might  perform  that  operation  at  their  own  convenience,  and  admit  others 
to  a  participation  of  the  labors  of  the  mint  if  they  thought  proper.  With 
respect  to  any  advantage  in  the  exchange  he  said  he  desired  nothing  more 
than  an  equitable  rate  for  the  gold,  which  he  had  delivered  in  payment, 
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to  be  regulated  by  the  medium  rate  o£  its  actual  currency,  either  at  the 
time  of  payment  or  during  12  months  preceding  it,  but  would  not  agree 
that  it  should  not  [sic]  be  taken  at  an  arbitrary  and  nominal  valuation 
under  the  denomination  of  its  being  the  Compam’s  exchange. 


109.  We  transmitted  a  copy  of  this  representation  to  the  Chief  and 
Council  at  Massulipatam  with  a  request  that  they  would  adjust  the 

accounts  of  the  shroff  in  any  manner  which  might  be 
Consultation  28th  equitable,  and  if,  from  the  experience  they  had  of  the 
April  Vt<ie  alS°  1St  undertaking,  they  judged  it  more  advantageous  to 

drop  than  to  prosecute  it  we  desired  to  know  their 
real  sentiments  that  we  might  order  the  shroff  to  withdraw  his  agents  and 
consider  what  indemnification  he  might  have  a  right* to  expect  for  the 
charges  we  had  obliged  him  to  incur.  In  their  reply  they  referred  us 
to  their  former  letters,  and  as  we  understood  that  the  accounts  of  the 
shroff  remained  still  unadjusted,  and  no  part  of  his  drafts  either  cancelled 
or  delivered  up  to  him,  we  thought  it  in  vain  to  persevere  in  supporting 
a  plan  which  met  with  so  much  opposition  from  the  very  quarter  which 
alone  benefited  by  its  establishment;  we  therefore  resolved  to  withdraw  it. 


110.  Scarcely  had  we  passed  this  resolution  before  we  received  a 

letter  from  the  Chief  and  Council  at  Massulipatam 
August  18th.  informing  us  they  had  determined  (“that  no  impedi¬ 

ment  should  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  continuance  of  these  remittances 

which  are  so  much  wanted  at  Madras,  and  that  the 
Consultation  15th  soucars  should  not  complain  even  though  the  Com- 
September.  pany  must  suffer  a  loss  by  their  wished  for  mode  of 

Letter  7th  August.  £djustment>>)  t0  comply  with  the  requisition  of  the 

gomasta,  and  accordingly  directed  the  39,000  Madras  pagodas  paid  in  by 
them  to  be  regulated  at  the  current  price  of  rupees  at  the  time  of  pay- 
m£nt,  agreable  to  his  wishes.  And  the  President  and  Select  Committee 

at  Madras  inform  us,  nearly  about  the  same  time,  that 
Secret  Consultation  “the  remittances  by  bill,  which  they  understood  we 
13th  September.  meant- should  equal  5  lacks  of  rupees  per  month,  have 
Letter  33rd  August.  ^  equaned  from  the  first  remittance  to  that  time  15! 

lacks  of  rupees,  which  would  be  little  more  than  one  lack  of  rupees  per 
month.” 

m.  Since  we  have  received  these  letters  we  have  consulted  the  Chief 
Agent  here  to  know  whether  he  is  willing  to  allow  his  cootees  to  remain 
notwithstanding  our  orders  for  withdrawing  them,  and  being  informed 
that  he  has  no  objection  if  the  views  of  this  Government  can  be  promoted 
by  it  we  shall  direct  him  to  continue  them  some  time  longer.  Neverthe¬ 
less  we  cannot  take  upon  us  to  say  whether  it  will  yet  answer  this  must 
depend  on  a  variety  of  circumstances  and  essentially  upon  the  endeavours 
of  each  Presidency  to  encourage  it.  If  upon  every  trivial  occasion  the 
agents  are  vexatiously  used  and  thwarted  they  must  naturally  be  dis¬ 
inclined  to  give  their  endeavours  for  the  promotion  of  the  plan  and  it 
must  fail  of  success.  We  speak  not  so  much  of  those  strict  claims  which 
the  Company’s  servants  might  perhaps  be  warranted  in  making  upon  the 
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as  of  those  personal  attentions  and  marks  of  kindness  which  are 
illy  necessary  in  the  beginning  to  induce  the  persons  on  whom  the 
ion  of  any  considerable  undertaking  depends  to  labor  chearfully 
execution  of  it. 

2.  The  Governor  General  begs  leave  to  declare  that  he  has  warmly 
ted  himself  in  planning  and  setting  it  on  foot,  by  sending  for  the 
Agent  in  Calcutta  and  giving  up  many  hours  of  his  time  in  discus- 
ith  him  the  relative  connection  and  the  intercourse  of  places  and 
geographical  situation. 

3.  If  you  will  be  pleased  to  consult  the  map  you  will  perceive 
line  of  banking  houses  through  such  an  extent  of  country  could  not 
blished  without  time  and  difficulty,  and  that  merchants  with  timid 
would  never  hazard  the  attempt.  Indeed  the  Governor  General 
dnced  that  nothing  less  than  his  own  sollicitude  about  it  and  the 
e  of  the  shroff  on  the  united  support  of  the  Company’s  Govern- 
could  have  prevailed  with  him  to  enter  into  it. 

4..  You  will  probably  receive  a  letter  containing  very  severe 
:hes  against  us  from  the  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George 
ving  been  the  means  of  withholding  from  their  power  and  use 
nces  in  specie  to  the  amount  of  ten  lacks  of  rupees,  which  we 
hed  by  the  Resolution  and  San  Carlos  under  consignment  to  the 
r  Eyre  Coote.  We  shall  therefore  state  the  circumstances  of  this 
tion. 

5.  While  the  late  General  Sir  Eyre  Coote  was  in  command  of  the 
.pon  the  Coast,  and  removed  to  a  distance  from  Fort  St.  George, 
ught  it  might  conduce  to  a  speedy  recoinage  of  the  specie  sent 
to  alter  the  consignment  of  it,  which  till  that  time  had  been  made 
to  him  for  the  service  of  the  army,  and  trusting  in  the  Govem- 
f  Fort  St.  George  to  appropriate  it  exclusively  to  the  same  use  we 
1  to  consign  it  in  future  to  them. 

k  In  the  month  of  July  1782,  some  time  previous  to  Sir  Eyre 
return  to  Bengal,  the  army  being  then  greatly  in  arrears  and 
to  march  to  effect  the  relief  of  Vellour  without  an  immediate 
of  money,  which  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  the  Government  to 
i  or  procure.  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  on  his  own  personal  security,  borrowed 
a  of  one  lack  of  pagodas  from  the  Admiral  for  the  purpose,  and 

with  it  effected  the  service  required.  He  advised  us 
Consultation  immediately  of  this  loan  and  of  the  obligations  which 
ust  i/2.  ke  ka<j  .entered  into  that  it  should  be  discharged  out 
irst  remittance  from  Bengal. 

We  shortly  after  dispatched  a  supply  of  6  lacks  of  rupees  in 
1  by  the  Active ,  and  in  order  to  enable  the  General  to  repay  the 
:  of  his  bond  we  gave  him.  an  express  power  for  that  purpose, 
l  the  President  and  Council  to  hold  the  remittance  exclusively  at 
imand. 
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118.  It  happened  that  the  very  indifferent  state  of  the  General’s 
health  obliged  him  to  quit  Madras  before  the  arrival  of  the  above  treasure 
or  of  our  letters  which  advised  him  of  it.  He  nevertheless  gave  the 
Admiral  a  confirmation  of  the  assurances  he  had  made  to  him;  and  our 
letter  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  was  in  course  received  by  his  secretary  after  his 
departure  from  Madras,  and  communicated  to  Lord  Macartney  as  author¬ 
ity  for  him  to  order  the  repayment  of  the  Admiral’s  loan.  His  Lordship 
however  did  not  receive  it  as  authority,  because  our  letter  to  that  Govern¬ 
ment  did  not  express  an  order  for  it  in  terms,  and  this  remittance  was 
otherwise  appropriated. 

119.  No  doubt  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  whose  feelings  were  by  his  indisposi¬ 
tion  and  former  differences  with  the  Government  at  Madras  rendered 
uncommonly  acute  and  irritable,  was  hurt  by  this  stain  cast  upon  his 
credit,  but  as  the  Admiral,  knowing  the  cause  of  it,  had  written  to  him 
in  consequence  that  he  was  not  immediately  in  want  of  payment,  and 
proceeded  afterwards  with  the  fleet  to  Bombay,  we  thought  it  would  be 
early  enough  to  provide  for  this  claim  upon  the  General’s  return  to 
resume  the  command  of  the  army  in  the  Carnatic,  which  at  our  solicitation 
he  agreed  to  do  as  soon  as  the  state  of  his  health  would  permit  him.  But 
to  avoid  a  future  disappointment  he  desired  to  possess  the  only  means  of 
commanding  the  certain  liquidation  of  his  bond  to  the  Admiral  by  having 
the  treasure  consigned  to  him  as  before,  we  therefore  resolved  immediately 
to  consign  these  supplies  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote. 


120.  We  must  confess  that  we  were  aware  of  the  precarious  state  of 
health  in  which  the  General  embarked  on  this  service,  but  we  could  not 
without  wounding  his  feelings  have  proposed  any  alternative  for  the 
delivery  of  the  treasure  in  the  event  of  his  death,  especially  as  we  ourselves 
had  been  solely  instrumental  in  pressing  him  to  such  a  resolution. 


1*1.  The  event  of  his  death  unfortunately  happened.  The  treasure 
was  in  consequence  lodged  in  charge  of  Colonel  Owen,  a  gentleman  of 
his  family;  and  the  Admiral  made  an  early  claim  for  the  reimbursement 
of  his  loan.  Colonel  Owen  offered  to  deliver  up  the  treasure  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  burthened  with  the  condition  of  the 

bond,  but  they  did  not  chuse  to  receive  it  on  those 
fth^Ma  Committec  terms;  the  money  therefore  remained  with  Colonel 
7  Y'  Owen  who  wrote  by  an  express  dispatch  to  us  for  our 

orders  concerning  the  disposal  of  it.  We  instantly  ordered  him  to  deliver 
it  up  to  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  directed  them  to  discharge 
the  Admiral’s  demand. 


122.  In  the  meantime  the  San  Carlos  arrived  at  Madrass  with  the 

second  consignment  which,  in  like  manner  with  the 
Secret  Consultation  was  delivered  into  the  charge  of  Colonel  Owen. 

7tpubUc  ’  Consulta-  His  correspondence  with  the  Government  of  Fort 
tions  56th  May,  3rd  St.  George  concerning  it  will  be  seen  both  in  their 
Iuly*  records  and  ours,  but  the  issue  was  that  they  acquiescr 

ed  in  his  desire  to  pay  off  the  General’s  bond,  which  was  accordingly  done 
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and  the  residue  delivered  up  to  the  Company's  treasury  at  Madras. 


123.  Admiral  Sir  Edward  Hughes  having  thought  proper  to  reject 
every  supply  which  we  have  tendered  to  him  for  the  use  of  the  fleet 
under  his  command  we  deem  it  necessary  to  inform  you  fully  of  our 
proceedings  on  this  subject. 


124.  In  consequence  of  the  18th,  22nd,  23rd  and  24th  clauses  of  the 
Act  of  the  Parliament  of  the  21st  year  of  the  present  reign,  entitled  “An 

Act  for  Establishing  an  agreement  with  the  United 
Consultation  28th  Company"  etc.,  whereby  it  is  enacted  that  “from  and 

cto  er  ^  5*  after  the  5th  day  of  July  1782  until  peace  shall  be 

restored  with  France,  Spain  and  Holland  the  said  United  Company  shall 
provide  and  supply  all  the  victualling  to  be  delivered  in  the  East  Indies 
necessary  for  His  Majesty's  ships  and  vessels  etc.,  and  also  for  all  the  sick 
and  hurt  seamen  belonging  to  such  ships”  etc. 


125.  We  on  the  28th  October  1782  appointed  Mr.  Stephen  Sulivan 
to  the  post  of  Agent  for  furnishing  all  such  supplies  as  could  be  procured 
in  these  provinces,  under  whatever  rules,  orders  and  regulations  might 
be  framed  by  the  persons  authorized  thereunto  in  the  24th  clause  of  the 
said  Act,  and  directed  him  to  comply  with  all  requisitions  from  the 
Admiral  for  stores  of  any  kind  procurable  here.  Of  this  we  gave  imme¬ 
diate  information  to  the  Admiral  who  was  then  gone  with  the  whole  fleet 
to  Bombay. 


126.  Although  we  had  no  instructions  from  you,  at  this  time,  for 
our  conduct,  but  proceeded  only  on  the  grounds  prescribed  by  the  Act  of 

Parliament,  we  afterwards  received  your  commands  of 

Consultations  18th  the  18th  June  and  12th  July  1782,  directing  us  to 
February,  6th  March,  comply  fully  with  the  said  Act.  Upon  which  we  again 

wrote  to  the  Admiral  advising  him  of  the  purport  of 
your  orders,  and  repeating  our  intentions  of  fulfilling  the  provision  of 
the  Act,  for  which  purpose  we  desired  him  “to  favor  us  with  timely  notice 
of  any  articles  he  should  want  from  this  place,  that  we  might  be  able  to 
furnish  them  at  the  instant  he  had  occasion  for  them".  And  observing 
by  a  letter  which  he  had  written  from  Bombay  to  the  President  and  Coun¬ 
cil  at  Fort  St.  George  that  he  desired  their  assistance  for  enabling  the 
correspondents  of  the  Victualling  Agent  to  take  as  large  a  quantity  of 
biscuit  as  possible,  we  ordered  12,000  bags,  provided  by  Mr.  Sulivan,  to 
be  sent  immediately  to  Fort  St.  George  for  the  use  of  the  fleet. 

127.  On  the  10th  of  April  the  Admiral  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
our  first  letter,  [and]  informed  us  that  “the  Presidency  of  Bombay  on  his 

fequisition  to  them  for  fulfilling  the  terms  of  the  Act 
A  Consultati°n  28th  declared  their  inability  to  perform  it  and  declined  the 
1  ‘  task,"  and  that  he  intended  to  make  a  similar  appli¬ 

cation  to  the  Presidency  of  Madras,  of  which  he  enclosed  a  copy,  seeming 
to  expect  his  supplies  entirely  through  their  means  if  furnished  at;  the 
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Company  s  cxpence,^  and  that  we  should  consign  an\  that  we  should 
provide  to  that  Presidency  to  be  delivered  by  them.  On  which  occasion 
he  used  the  following  words,  the  only  application  I  could  or  can  make, 
with  any  propriety  to  my  rank  of  station,  to  Mr.  Sulivan  is  to  desire  he 
will  send  all  the  na\al  stores  he  can  possibly  procure  at  Calcutta  to  the 
President  and  Council  at  ^Xadras,  because  I  know’  more  of  these  stores 
will  be  wanted  than  that  Presidency  can  possibly  furnish.  With  respect 
to  the  provisions,  if  that  Presidency  undertakes  the  victualling  of  His 
Majesty’s  squadron,  they  will  need  and  no  doubt  ask  your  assistance.”  His 
letter  then  proceeds  to  explain  the  duties  of  the  Agent  Victualler  and  Na\al 
Storekeeper,  and  declare  that  those  offices  were  annulled  by  the  Act;  in 
consequence  of  which  the  Company’s  agents  ought  to  stand  in  their  place. 

128.  In  answer  to  this  letter  we  transmitted  to  the  Admiral  a  list 
Consultation  xst  prepared  by  our  Agent  of  such  articles  of  stores  as 

MaV*  were  procurable  here,  and  remarked  that  we  should 

have  been  better  pleased  had  he  resolved  to  make  his  application  directly 
to  us  for  them,  instead  of  desiring  us  to  furnish  them  through  the  channel 
of  Fort  St.  George. 

139.  A  few  days  afterwards  we  received  a  further  letter  from  the 
Admiral,  in  consequence  of  ours  of  the  6th  of  March,  wherein  he  men¬ 
tions  that  before  the  receipt  of  it,  not  chusing  to  trust 
h  SeMCt  ConsultatIon  tiie  existance  of  more  than  10,000  men  and  30  of  His 

Letter  so th  Anril  Majesty’s  ships  and  vessels  to  the  precarious  supplies 

29  P  ‘  of  Mr.  Sulivan,  he  had  ordered  the  former  Agent 

Victualler  to  provide  and  keep  in  readiness  four  months’  provisions  of  all 
species  against  the  end  of  June,  and  6  months’  more  against  the  end  of 
September.  And  he  recommended  it  to  us  to  appoint  proper  officers  at 
the  several  ports  where  he  might  go,  to  undertake  and  begin  the  victual¬ 
ling,  storing  etc.,  of  the  squadron  by  the  1st  January  next,  or  sooner  if 
possible,  when  he  would  direct  the  remains  of  His  Majesty’s  provisions 
and  stores  to  be  delivered  over  to  them. 

130.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  in  this  place  that  the  orders  given  by 
the  Admiral  to  his  own  Agent  Victualler  for  providing  a  supply  of  10 
months’  provisions  were  antecedent  to  his  letter  of  the  29th  April,  and 
that  on  the  10th  of  the  same  month,  being  only  19  days  before,  he  ex¬ 
pressed  to  us  his  disposition  to  give  his  best  assistance  towards  carrying 
the  Act  into  execution.  It  appears  also  that  after  the  offer  we  had  made 
to  furnish  him  with  supplies  to  any  extent  which  he  might  require,  he 
is  not  warranted  in  stiling  our  supplies  "precarious.” 

131.  After  this  we  thought  it  necessary  to  be  more  explicit  in  declar¬ 
ing  our  constructions  of  the  Act  and  our  intentions  to  fulfill  the  spirit  of 

it  accordingly,  therefore  we  replied  to  the  Admiral 
i2thCMa  Consultation  recapitulating  the  steps  we  had  taken,  and  declaring 

that  his  last  letter  left  us  entirely  at  a  loss  how  to 
proceed  in  this  business.  It  contained  a  virtual  rejection  of  the  biscuit 
we  had  promised  to  send  him  and  required  an  arrangement  which  was  at 
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he  same  time  difficult,  distant,  expensive,  uncertain,  and  we  thought  no 
■rise  necessary.  We  therefore  observed  that  “it  would  not  be  possible  to 
lake  an  indefinite  provision  for  so  remote  a  period,  and  we  must  there- 
are  request  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  send  us  specific  indents  for  such 
rticles  as  he  might  require,  mentioning  the  time  when  they  would  be 
ranted  and  the  places  where  they  should  be  delivered.”  We  further 
dded  “that  in  our  idea,  the  duty  of  our  Agent  would  be  discharged  upon 
elivery  of  such  stores  to  the  person  whom  he  might  appoint  for  the 
sceipt  and  distribution  of  them.” 

132.  We  must  confess  we  were  astonished  to  find  in  the  Admiral’s 
sply  to  this  letter  a  charge  insinuated  against  us  of  “an  attempt  to  ruin 

the  companies  of  the  several  ships  by  holding  up  to 
30th  June*  him,  as  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty’s 

)thC^uly?°nSUltall0n  sclua<lron,  partial  supplies  of  bread  and  other  articles”. 

This  contained  a  reflection  of  so  criminal  a  nature 
rat,  however  destitute  of  foundation  in  fact,  and  repugnant  to  the  eager- 
ess  with  which  we  had  seized  the  few  occasions  presented  to  us  of  aiding 
re  operations  of  the  fleet,  we  could  not  avoid  expressing  our  sense  of 
:  to  him  in  such  terms  as  we  thought  the  occasion  required,  and  at  the 

same  time  retorting  it  upon  the  Agent  whom,  as  above- 
mentioned  he  informed  us,  he  had  ordered  to  lay  in 
a  full  supply  of  four  months’  provisions  from  the  end 
E  June,  and  of  6  months’  more  from  the  end  of  September,  as  the 
resent  letter  gave  sufficient  ground  for  it,  by  declaring  that  10,000 
rave  men,  who  had  fought  with  him  for  their  country,  were  actually 
arved.  And  we  must  further  observe  to  you  that  the  biscuit  and 
im,  which  we  had  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Madras  for  the  use  of  the 
set,  were  regularly  tendered  to  the  Admiral  on  their  arrival  at  that 
lace  by  the  President  and  Council,  but  refused  by  him  without 

examining  their  quality,  which  on  their  original  pro- 
Consultation  15th  vision  had  been  reported  to  us  good.  And  without 

Letter' from  Madras  assigning  anY  reason  but  because  (as  we  presume)  they 
rd  August.  were  partial  supplies,  yet  declaring  that  His  Majesty’s 

squadron  must  not  be  left  to  chance  he  wrote  in  these 
ords  “that  the  attempt  to  victual  so  great  a  number  of  His  Majesty’s 
tips  and  vessels,  by  our  resident  Agent  at  Calcutta,  was  too  ridiculous  to 
;  attended  to.”  At  the  same  time  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  his  own 
sident  Agent  at  Calcutta  is  the  person  who  to  this  time  furnished  the 
eatest  part  of  the  provisions  required  to  victual  this  numerous  squadron, 
id  it  is  proper  also  to  mention  that  the  rum,  above-mentioned,  was  the 
me  that  this  Agent  had  declined  to  receive  from  us  for  want  of  authority 
am  the  Admiral,  as  will  be  stated  in  the  sequel  of  this  letter. 


Secret  Consultation 
Sth  August, 


133.  A  complaint  was  made  to  us  by  Sir  Edward  Hughes  against 
it  Agent  for  having  addressed  a  letter  to  him  threatening  him  with  a 

prosecution  for  declining  to  receive  the  provisions 
tbC1July'0nSUltatl0n  an<^  stores  requisite  for  the  supply  of  the  fleet 

through  his  agency,  but  taking  means  to  furnish  them 
J  a  ^different  channel  independant  of  the  Company  and  of  their  repre- 
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sentatives.  The  Agent  had  written  the  letter,  complained  of  by  the 
Admiral,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Board;  he  informed  us  that  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  Sir  Edward  Hughes  in  return  to  his  own 
referring  him  to  his  public  advices  to  us,  for  an  answer  of  which  he 
therefore  desired  to  be  allowed  a  copy.  We  authorized  a  copy  to  be 
delivered  to  him  accordingly  and  he  in  justification  of  the  letter  com¬ 
plained  of  sent  in  copies  of  opinions  of  counsel  whom 
4  C  ustUltatl°n  I4th  ka<*  consulted  upon  the  exclusive  right  of  furnish- 
'  ugus  *  ing  the  articles  required  by  the  fleet  from  these 

provinces  under  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  upon  the  justice  of  any  claim 
which  he  might  make  on  the  Admiral,  as  involved  in  it,  for  refusing  to 
employ  him.  One  of  these  opinions  was  taken  after  the  receipt  of  the 
Admiral’s  complaint,  but  both  are  clearly  in  favor  of  the  Agent’s  right  and 
the  first  had  stimulated  him  to  dictate  the  letter  in  question. 

134.  On  a  subject  of  so  much  importance  as  the  supply  of  His 
Majesty’s  ships  in  India  with  stores  and  provisions  we  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  give  you  a  particular  detail  of  our  proceedings,  but  for  your 
fuller  information,  if  that  should  be  necessary,  we  must  request  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  give  your  attention  to  the  references  which  we  have 
made  in  the  margin  to  our  proceedings  as  they  occurred. 

135.  The  Agent  wrhom  we  had  appointed  for  this  service,  and  whose 
allowances  and  advantages  we  left  to  be  determined  by  the  rule  which 

might  be  prescribed  by  those  to  whom  the  Act  refers 
4th  and  7th  August.  £or  tjie  arrangement  of  this  business,  being  thus 

destitute  of  employment,  and  having  given  up  the  office  of  Judge  Advocate 
General  for  the  sake  of  this  appointment,  petitioned  us  for  some  compen¬ 
sation  for  his  disappointment  equivalent  to  what  he  had  relinquished, 
which  he  stated  at  2,000  rupees  per  month.  To  prevent  his  suffering  by 
an  exchange  which  was  intended  to  be  beneficial  to  him,  we  have  agreed 
to  make  him  this  allowance  from  the  date  of  his  appointment  until  some 
certain  regulation  be  fixed  for  its  reward,  he  having  entered  into  an 
obligation  to  refund  this  allowance  if  disapproved  of  by  your  Honorable 
Court. 

136.  The  Admiral  has  at  different  times  written  to  us  for  supplies 
of  gunpowder,  and  a  short  time  before  his  last  engagement  with  Monsieur 

Suffrein  he  applied  for  2,000  barrels;  which  quantity, 
June  23r  .  as  His  Majesty’s  transports  sent  here  by  the  Admiral 

were  unable  to  convey  any  part  of  it,  we  have  dispatched  to  Fort  St. 

George  by  the  Britannia  snow,  as  well  for  the  service 
r-]  September.  0f  our  jand  forces  there  as  for  the  exigencies  of  the 

fleet. 


137.  It  is  proper  to  mention  that  the  Admiral  having  recommended 
Mr.  R.  Nowland,  whom  he  sent  here  as  Agent  for  providing  articles  for 
the  use  of  the  fleet  at  this  place  previous  to  our  appointment  of  Mr. 
Sulivan,  the  Governor  General  gave  him  early  personal  assurances  on 
which  he  might  rely  for  the  support  and  assistance  of  our  Government 
in  every  instance  which  could  tend  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  his 
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June  30th. 


trust.  He  still  continued  to  act  after  Mr.  Sulivan’s  appointment,  and 

having  represented  to  us  that  the  delays  which  he  had  suffered  not  receiv¬ 
ing  the  amount  of  bills  drawn  in  his  favor  from  Madras,  though  long  due, 
prevented  him  from  purchasing  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  fleet;  not¬ 
withstanding  his  situation  was  common  with  that  of  others  who  had  bills 

on  us  to  a  very  considerable  amount  from  the  same 
place,  we  ordered  an  immediate  advance  to  be  made 
to  him  out  of  our  first  receipts,  and  a  preference  to  be  given,  in  future, 
to  his  bills  that  so  essential  a  branch  of  the  public  service  might  not 
suffer  by  a  delay  of  payment  from  us. 

138.  To  the  Agent  we  made  a  tender  of  the  rum  originally  pur¬ 
chased  for  the  fleet  before  it  was  sent  to  Madras,  and  of  the  residue  of 
the  salt  provisions  which  had  been  delivered  by  Mr.  Touchet,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  contract  with  him,  and  which  had  not  been  dispatched  to 

Madras  because  that  Government  desired  we  would 
7  ugus .  desist  from  sending  them  any  more;  but  both  were 

refused  by  the  Agent  under  the  plea  of  want  of  instructions  and  authority 
from  the  Admiral,  and  we  had  no  alternative  for  the  disposal  of  the  latter 
but  to  sell  them. 


139.  We  have  received  through  the  channel  of  the  President  and 
Council  of  Fort  St.  George  three  commissions  from  the  Court  of  Admiralty 

in  England  addressed  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of 
May  isth.  the  town  of  Calcutta,  empowering  them  to  examine 

and  send  home  evidence  for  the  condemnation  of  prizes  captured  from 
the  enemy  by  sea.  We  sent  these  documents  immediately  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature.  As  the  war  is  at  an  end  it  is  in  a  manner  rendered 
unnecessary  to  remark  that  had  it  continued  they  could  not  have  been 
of  any  essential  use  here,  because  the  Mayor’s  Court  in  Calcutta  has  had 
no  existance  since  the  year  1774* 

140.  Having,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  merchants  and  commanders 
of  ships  of  this  port,  established  a  Bye-Law  for  forming  a  registry  office  of 
lascars  and  native  seamen,  and  for  regulating  that  branch  of  the  police, 
we  enclosed  a  copy  of  it  by  this  packet  according  to  Act  of  Parliament. 

141.  In  consequence  of  the  opinion  of  our  Committee  of  Revenue 
we  have  agreed  to  allow  Mr.  Tirretta  to  erect  a  public  market  place  on 

[the]  ground  which  he  had  purchased,  consisting  *  of 
ist  ay‘  three  different  divisions  for  the  sale  of  the  different 

necessaries  of  life,  that  is  to  say  meat,  fish  and  greens.  He  is  to  pay  to 
Government,  on  a  lease  of  the  same,  for  5  years  the  usual  rent  of  the 
buzars  lately  established  there,  being  500  rupees  per  annum  for  each 
division. 


142.  We  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  by  the  Surprize,  oi  the 
notification  given  to  Mr.  Prinsep  of  your  orders,  and  requiring  his 

surrender  of  the  grant  which  he  possessed  of  copper 
.  14th  April.  mines  in  Rotas  and  of  the  copper  mint.  For  his  reply 

171  'u we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  records.  It  appears 
that  the  term  during  which  the  Company  retained  the  right  of  annulling 
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his  grant  was  elapsed,  and  that  the  deed  was  consequently  irrevocable; 
he  was  nevertheless  willing  to  submit  his  situation  to  the  consideration 
and  justice  of  the  Board,  but  begged  to  be  allowed  to  coin  the  balance 
of  his  copper  on  hand,  and  to  be  granted  orders  to  the  Chiefs  of  Patna 
and  Bogglipore  to  receive  his  coin,  lying  in  balance  at  those  places,  for 

the  Company’s  account.  We  complied  with  this  last 
July  7th.  request  but  forbid  his  stamping  any  more  coin,  and 

ordered  him  to  deliver  up  his  dyes  to  the  Sub  Treasurer.  And  to  prevent 
his  suffering  a  loss  bv  any  copper  which  he  might  have  remaining  un¬ 
coined  we  allowed  him  to  return  it  as  he  received  it  into  the  Company’s 

stores. 

143.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Watson  containing 

final  proposals  for  the  completion  of  his  docks,  and 
14th  August.  estimating  his  claims  upon  the  Company  for  compen¬ 

sation  of  his  losses  at  the  sum  of  £2,00,000  sterling.  We  have  vet  made 
no  reply  to  this  letter  but  beg  leave  to  point  it  out  for  your  information. 

144.  On  the  17th  of  April  last  we  received  an  account  of  the  death 

of  the  Nabob  Rohuldeen  Hussein  Cawn  at  Purnea, 
17th  April.  and  consequently  the  pension  enjoyed  by  him  of  60,000 

rupees  per  annum  reverted  to  the  Company. 

145.  From  the  circumscribed  and  distressed  condition  of  the  Nabob 
Mahomed  Reza  Cawn’s  finances,  which  were  insufficient  to  support  the 
state  which  he  had  been  accustomed  to  live  m,  and  to  maintain  the 
numerous  train  of  dependants  subsisting  at  his  expence,  we  took  into 
consideration  a  motion  made  for  adding  this  sum  to  his  stipend,  or  settling 
it,7n  equal  proportions,  upon  his  two  sons.  And  having  referred  to  your 
several  orders,  regarding  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  we  thought  it  consistent 
with  the  intention  you  had  expressed  in  his  favor  to  grant  this  addition 
to  his  income,  especially  as  it  would  only  raise  it  to  the  sum  of  3  lacks  of 
rupees  per  annum,  at  which  it  originally  stood  on  his  restoration  to 

the  office  of  Naib  Suba.  We  therefore  resolved  to 
28th  April.  allow  it  to  him  of  his  sons  to  be  paid  to  them  in 

equal  proportions  at  his  own  choice. 

146.  By  the  letters  which  we  have  received  from  Lucknow  we  find 
great  apprehensions  prevail  of  an  approaching  famine  in  the  Nabob’s 
districts.2  A  scarcity  of  grain  has  already  been  severely  felt  in  all  the 
western  countries  towards  Delhi,  and  from  the  uncommon  draught  of  the 
season  to  the  northward  of  Calcutta  the  crops  upon  the  ground  have  been 
scorched  and  nearly  destroyed.  This  evil  has  been  less  felt  as  it  reached 
to  the  southward  where  the  grain  is  chiefly  produced,  and  the  season  of 
the  periodical  rains  not  being  entirely  over  we  have  yet  hopes  that  a  fall 
of  water  may  come  in  time  to  prevent  the  total  loss  of  the  present  harvest. 

To  guard  against  the  effects  of  scarcity  as  much  as 
*9th  September.  possfble  in  the  other  countries  we  have  taken  off  all 

duties  upon  the  exportation  of  grain  to  those  parts. 
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147.  Previous  to  the  receipt  of  the  proclamation  of  peace  with  France 
we  had  granted  passports  to  two  French  officers  to  proceed  to  the  coast  of 

Corramandel  upon  their  paroles,  and  a  proposal  was 
21st  July.  suggested  of  transporting  all  the  French  prisoners 

to  Fort  St.  George,  agreeable  to  the  desire  of  Colonel  Savornier,  the  chief 
officer  here,  who  promised  to  become  security  for  the  neutrality  of  the 
men.  Very  few  days  after  we  received  authentic  accounts  of  the  peace, 
accompanied  by  a  request  from  the  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St. 
George  that  the  prisoners  might  be  sent  thither  forthwith  to  be  exchanged 
or  delivered  up  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  French  forces.  We 

consequently  annulled  the  above  passports  in  order  to 
11th  August.  place  all  the  French  officers  upon  the  same  footing, 

and  invited  proposals  to  transport  them  with  the  men  to  Madras.  Having 
fixed  the  rates  with  the  owners  of  such  ships  as  would  receive  them  at  the 

lowest  terms  offered,  we  have  already  sent  awa) 
15th  September.  several  and  the  remainder  are  now  embarking  on  a 

large  ship  for  Madras. 

148.  Having  kept  our  proceedings  separate  upon  all  business  which 
respected  the  Dutch  we  shall  also  address  you  a  separate  letter  upon  that 
subject  by  this  opportunity,  as  wre  have  matters  of  some  importance  to 
treat  upon. 

149.  Having  ordered  the  several  annuities  granted  upon  the  plan 

published  for  raising  that  fund  which  you  disapproved 

26th  Mav  to  ke  redeemed  on  the  19th  March  last,  the  pro¬ 

prietors  will  receive  payment  accordingly  upon  certi¬ 
ficates  being  produced  that  they  were  living  on  that  day.  And  we  have 
drawn  on  you  in  favor  of  those  who  are  in  England  for  the  income  due 
up  to  that  time  and  payable  on  the  like  condition. 

150.  You  will  likewise  find  that  we  have  drawn  bills  of  exchange 

upon  you,  in  conformity  to  our  resolution  of  the  15th 

Nwrember^Bs 15th  November  1782,  in  favor  of  the  widow  of  the  late 

Mr.  John  Stuart,  formerly  Secretary  to  this  Govern¬ 
ment,  for  the  sum  of  current  rupees  23,933-8-0  which  we  have  been 
1st  Mav  lhQji  induced  to  grant  from  the  motives  assigned  in  our 

proceedings,  and  we  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to 

honor  them. 

151.  The  executors  of  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Pipon,  who  had  held 
the  office  of  Deputy  Paymaster  to  the  2nd  Brigade,  having  consented  to 

pay  the  principal  of  his  debt  to  the  Company,  being 

Au^tUlCati°n  current  rupees  [ . .],  and  finding  by  the 

opinion  of  the  Advocate  General,  whom  we  consulted, 
that  any  claim  for  interest  upon  an  open  account  was  not  likely  to  be 
successfully  prosecuted  we  agreed  to  accept  the  same  in  full  liquidation 
of  his  balance. 


■*» 

152.  You  will  see  upon  our  consultations  a  correspondence  which 
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has  passed  with  the  acting  executor  of  Mr.  Robert  Burgh,  late  Paymaster 

of  the  2nd  Brigade,  respecting  the  various  claims  of 
Consultations  17th  the  Company  upon  his  estate.  Such  of  these  as  were 

mst  August.  admitted  by  the  executor,  amounting  to  current 

rupees  1,01,986*6-6,  the  Military  Paymaster  General 
has  positively  required  payment  of  immediately.  The  rest  are  submitted 
to  arbitration,  in  which  Mr.  William  Bushby  has  been  appointed  arbitrator 
on  the  part  of  the  Company  and  Mr.  David  Killican  on  behalf  of  the 
estate. 


153.  In  our  last  letter  having  promised  to  send  you  a  report  of  the 
state  of  the  new  road  from  Benares  we  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy 

„  .  .  ,  of  Captain  Rankin’s  account  of  it.  On  the  receipt  of 

May n!>U  Ut!U“  *°th  which  called  upon  Major  James  Crawford,  who 

had  repeatedly  marched  upon  it  a  considerable  dis¬ 
tance  with  his  regiment  and  guns,  for  his  unbiassed  opinion  of  its  condi- 
Consultaiion  30th  tion  and  probable  utility.  We  transmit  you  a  copy 
June*  of  his  reply  to  which  we  in  treat  your  attention. 

154.  Having  ordered  a  relief  of  the  army  to  take  place  in  the  present 
cold  season,  we  mean  that  the  Brigade  from  Cawnpore  shall  march  down 
to  the  Presidency  by  this  road,  when  we  shall  be  able  to  ascertain  more 
generally  the  sense  which  the  officers  may  entertain  of  it,  and  establish 
on  a  more  solid  foundation  the  experience  of  its  advantages. 


155.  Before  we  received  any  information  of  the  peace  we  had  sold  off 

the  horses  belonging  to  the  regiments  of  cavalry,  which 
May*nSU?tati°n  v,th  had  been  broken  by  the  draft  of  300  of  the  best  horses 

for  mounting  Sir  John  Burgoyne’s  corps  of  light 
dragoons  at  Madras,  and  we  formed  the  Moguls  belonging  to  them,  who 
were  willing  to  enter  the  service  as  infantry,  into  a  separate  company. 
We  had  likewise  reduced  the  staff  of  Colonel  Pearse’s  detachment  and 
entrusted  to  Colonel  Charles  Morgan  the  charge  of  making  every  possible 

retrenchment  of  the  weighty  disbursements  of  the 
detachment,  which  he  has  done  with  the  desired  suc¬ 
cess.  We  have  further  transmitted  him  the  sentiments 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief  on  the  subject  for  his  guid¬ 
ance  and  directed  him,  when  he  shall  set  out  on  his 
return  to  this  Presidency,  to  leave  his  heavy  artillery 
at  Surat  and  to  discharge  the  sepoys  enlisted  on  that  side  of  India  whose 
natural  residence  is  there. 


Colonel  Morgan’s 
letter. 

2 lit  August. 

12th  May. 


156.  In  consequence  of  the  proclamation  of  peace  we  thought  it 
proper  to  consult  the^  Commander  in  Chief,  without  loss  of  time  on  the 

most  eligible  means  of  making  further  reductions  in 
24th  July.  the  heavy  military  expences  of  this  Presidency,  and 

upon  General  Stibbert’s  opinion  and  recommendation  we  ordered  the 
regiments  of  sepoys  throughout  the  provinces  to  be  reduced  from  1000  to 
780  rank  and  file  each,  we  forbid  the  promotion  of  native  officers,  put  an 
entire  stop  to  the  recruiting  service  for  the  native  corps  and  dissolved  the 
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establishment  which  was  maintained  at  Bejygur  for  that  purpose.  Yet 
as  we  thought  Bejygur  too  important  a  post  to  be  abandoned,  because  it 
could  so  easily  be  defended,  we  ordered  that  it  should  be  garrisoned 
by  a  small  detachment  from  Chunar. 

157.  We  at  the  same  time  and  in  conformity  to  the  GeneraFs  opinion 

24th  July  gave  sucl3L  or(*ers  as  we  bought  necessary  for  the  general 

reduction  of  the  staff  of  the  army.  A  particular  list 
of  which  will  be  found  in  our  consultation  noted  in  the  margin. 

158.  We  have  also  made  a  reduction  of  the  corps  of  militia  sepoys 
See  Revenue  Con-  which  had  been  entertained  for  the  service  of  the 

sultations.  collections. 

159.  The  Commander  in  Chief  has  proposed  to  us  an  alteration  in 

d  s  t  mber  t^ie  establishment  of  the  army  by  striking  off  from 

23  p  ’  the  strength  of  the  present  brigades  the  detachments 
under  Colonel  Sir  John  Cummings3  in  the  Vizier's  dominions  and  under 
Colonel  Blair  at  Chunar,  and  forming  them  into  separate  brigades  for  the 
express  services  on  which  they  are  now  employed.  Many  and  important 
arrangements  appear  to  us  to  be  necessary  for  decreasing  our  military 
disbursements  upon  the  return  of  the  Bombay  and  Carnatic  detachments, 
but  in  the  meantime  and  while  we  expect  the  arrival  of  a  Commander  in 
Chief  of  all  the  forces  in  India  to  succeed  to  our  late  General  Sir  Eyre 
Coote,  whose  concurrence  may  be  essential  to  make  such  arrangement 
permanent,  we  do  not  think  proper  to  determine  upon  a  subject  of  this 
magnitude. 

160.  A  general  relief  of  the  army  nevertheless  appeared  to  be 

immediately  necessary,  as  the  state  of  the  war  and 
23rd  September.  other  circumstances  had  prevented  the  regular  accom¬ 
plishment  of  it  for  these  two  years  past,  we  therefore  ordered  this  part 
of  the  GeneraFs  proposal  to  be  carried  into  effect  without  delay. 

161.  We  have  received  several  memorials  and  remonstrances  from 

the  officers  who  stand  affected  by  the  execution  of 
*4th  Juty  your  orders  for  reducing  those  who  were  super¬ 

numerary  upon  the  reformed  establishment  to  the  pay  of  the  next  inferior 
rank,  all  which,  as  we  think  it  probable  they  will  be  quoted  to  you,  we 
beg  leave  to  point  out  for  your  information  by  marginal  references, 
remarking  only  that  the  first  letters  from  the  supernumerary  majors  had 
allusion  to  emoluments,  which,  as  we  did  not  rightly  comprehend,  we 
desired  they  would  more  particularly  state  or  express  to  us  before  we 

could  consider  their  claims  upon  them.  The  letter 
2$r  eptem  er.  from  the  captains  contained  a  forced  construction  of 

your  orders  and  an  indecent  application  founded  upon  it  for  the  removal 
of  the  senior  majors  from  the  command  of  the  regiments  of  sepoys ,  because 
you  had  directed  the  former  establishment  to  be  reverted  to,  and  observed 
upon  the  alteration  of  it  that  you  saw  no  reason  why  such  commands 
should  not  have  been  given  to  captains.  We  thought  their  letter  merited 
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an  answer  in  terms  o£  the  above  opinion  which  was  accordingly  issued 
to  them. 


162.  We  have  received  repeated  representations  from  the  officers 

of  infantry  complaining  of  supercessions  by  the  pro- 
10th  April.  motion  of  younger  officers  than  themselves  in  the 

artillery  or  engineer  corps  to  commissions  above  them 


5th  May. 


*  A 

in  the  army,  and  vice  versa  from  the  officers  of  those  corps  occasionally 
complaining  of  supercessions  from  infantry  officers.  But  as  the  rise  in 
each  is  entirely  distinct  and  independent  of  the  others  and  must  be 
governed  by  accident,  since  vacancies  in  each  ought  to  be  immediately 
filled  up  as  they  occur,  we  did  not  conceive  it  in  any  instance  a  hardship, 
excepting  one  which  affected  Captain  George  Deare  of  the  artillery,  who 
was  upon  the  same  service  in  the  Carnatic  with  and  senior  to  Captains 
Moore  and  Hay  to  whom,  at  the  most  pressing  instance  of  General  Sir 
Eyre  Coote  as  he  was  returning  to  the  Coast,  we  had  granted  the  local 
and  brevet  rank  of  major.  As  we  informed  you  in  our  last  letter,  we 
therefore  conferred  this  distinction  likewise  upon  Captain  Deare  but 
in  the  same  manner  without  increase  of  pay.  Captain  Hay  has  relin¬ 
quished  the  benefit  of  his  local  rank  by  returning  to  this  establishment. 

163.  We  have  before  us  a  more  serious  and  more  general  remon¬ 

strance,  and  as  it  is  liable  to  affect  your  officers  upon 
Consultation  30th  every  service  which  may  now  be  carried  on  in  India 
June‘  we  cannot  too  earnestly  recommend  the  subject  of  it  .to 

your  attention,  in  the  hope  that  your  endeavors  may  be  exerted  with 
success  to  obtain  for  them  that  justice  which  they  solicit,  through  your 
means,  from  the  Crown.  As  the  arguments  which  the  Company  s  officers 
adduce  in  support  of  their  pretensions  are  drawn  up  with  great  force 
although  guarded  with  delicacy  we  cannot  bring  their  situation  more 
completely  before  you  than  by  referring  to  their  letter  and  to  a  letter  from 
Major  Popham,  an  old  King’s  officer,  as  illustrating  the  case  in  point; 
and  both  these  papers  make  numbers  in  the  packet. 

164.  Upon  the  same  grounds  an  application  was  made  to  us  by 

Colonel  Pearse,  the  commanding  officer  of  our  detach- 
15th  May.  ment  serving  in  the  Carnatic,  soliciting  to  be  honored 

xgth  May.  with  the  brevet  rank  of  brigadier,  as  a  precedent  for 

which  the  instance  of  General  Goddard  was  quoted,  with  the  additional 
arguments  arising  out  of  the  late  rapid  promotion  of  several  of  the  King’s 
officers  serving  in  the  Carnatic.  We  did  not  however  think  it  proper  to 
comply  with  the  wishes  of  Colonel  Pearse  in  a  matter  of  this  tendency. 


165.  A  special  remonstrance  has  been  presented,  to  us  from  the  field 

officers  on  this  establishment  against  the  admission  of 
uth  August.  Colonel  Arthur  Owen  with  rank  into  the  army  on  the 

presumption  that  solicitations  would  be  made  by  him  to  obtain  it,  and 
Hairing  our  interposition  with  you  to  prevent  the  effect  of  his  application 
in  Tfrngland-  As  we  think  the  subject  of  this  memorial  deserves  to  be 
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:ommended  to  your  attention  we  beg  leave  to  send  a  copy  of  it  a  number 
the  packet,  and  to  refer  you  to  it. 


166.  We  have  received  from  Major  General  Sir  John  Burgoyne4  two 

letters  of  appeal  from  the  acts  of  the  President 

9th  July?*  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George,  but  have  thought  it 

necessary  to  decline  our  interference  in  either,  or  in 


y  differences  of  that  kind,  excusing  ourselves  to  him  from  the  want  of 
wer  to  take  cognizance  of  any  point  concerning  only  the  internal 
?asures  and  detail  of  the  other  Presidencies. 


167.  We  have  received  a  petition  from  the  officers  who  were 

ith  August.  appointed  cadets  by  you  in  the  year  1769/70,  request¬ 

ing  our  determination  upon  their  right  to  be  placed 
ove  the  country  cadets  of  the  same  year,  of  whom  they  enclosed  us  a 
t,  alledging  that  you  had  not  passed  any  decision  on  the  reference  of 
eir  case  which  was  made  to  you  from  this  Government  so  long  ago  as 
e  year  1776.  We  informed  them  that  the  matter  having  been  specially 
:erred  to  you  the  power  of  redress  lay  now  solely  in  your  hands,  but 
i  promised  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  it,  we  therefore 
:juest  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  signify  your  orders  in  consequence 
the  paragraphs  of  our  General  Letter. 

168.  We  find  that  several  cadets  lately  come  out  have  produced 
rtificates  of  their  appointments  by  you,  but  are  not  taken  notice  of  in 
e  lists  of  cadets  which  you  have  sent.  We  were  at  a  loss  therefore  what 
nk  to  assign  them,  and  directed,  for  the  present,  that  they  should  stand 
the  order  of  their  arrival  immediately  below  the  lists  of  cadets  appointed 
the  same  season  in  which  their  certificates  are  dated.  We  request  that 
u  will  be  pleased  either  to  confirm  this  order  or  to  inform  us  what 
nk  you  had  intended  to  grant  them  in  your  original  appointment, 
leir  names  will  be  seen  in  a  list  which  makes  a  number  in  the  packet. 


169.  Mr.  Bridges  Kearney  is  appointed  in  your  letter  of  the  12  th 
ly  1782,  paragraph  66th,  to  take  the  place  of  Mr.  Thomas  Bouchier 
the  list  of  cadets  of  the  preceding  season,  but  no  such  name  appears 
that  list.  We  request  therefore  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  fix  the 
oper  rank  of  Mr.  Kearney,  for  which  purpose  it  may  be  necessary  to 
iserve  that  he  has  held  a  captain’s  commission  in  His  Majesty’s  service 
lich,  by  the  rule  invariably  followed,  ought  to  give  him  precedence  over 
the  cadets  of  the  year  of  his  appointment,  except  any  who  may  have 
en  older  King’s  officers  than  himself.  He  supposes  himself  to  be  a 
iet  of  1780,  and  designed  for  the  place  of  Mr.  Thomas  Slaughter  who 
not  arrived. 


170. 

6th  June. 


Mr.  A.  Mitchell,  appointed  by  you  a  cadet  on  the  Madras 
establishment,  and  Mr.  H.  Hamilton,  appointed  at  the 
same  time  on  this  establishment,  having  mutually 


sired  to  change  places  and  the  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George 
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having  recommended  it  to  our  compliance  we  have  accordingly  agreed 


to  tt. 


171.  We  observe  in  the  list  of  cadets  for  last  season  the  nam»  0f 
7th  August.  James  Murray  twice  repeated,  and  two  gentlemen  of 

that  name  are  arrived  but  as  no  distinction  is  made, 
by  which  we  can  tell  whom  it  was  your  intention  to  place  the  first  upon 
the  list,  we  request  that  you  will  determine  this  point  in  your  next  advices. 
One  holds  a  certificate  of  his  appointment  dated  19th  December  1781; 
he  says  he  was  recommended  by  Mr.  Moffat  and  came  out  in  the  Royal 
Henry.  He  is  now  attached  to  the  1st  European  Regiment.  The  other 
holds  a  certificate  dated  and  January  1782,  came  out  in  the  Calcutta  and 
is  now  in  the  3rd  European  Regiment.  We  have  ordered  the  names  and 
abode  of  their  parents  to  be  ascertained  and  entered  in  the  Town  Major’s 
office  for  reference  when  you  shall  have  determined  which  is  to  take  the 
precedence. 

17a.  We  have  fixed  it  as  a  rule  that  no  officer  shall  be  promoted 

from  the  rank  of  ensign  without  serving  in  that  capa- 
g  September.  city  at  least  a  years,  and  then  to  succeed  to  lieutenants 

when  vacancies  shall  happen.  As  the  rise  for  junior 
officers  will  be  less  rapid  than  it  has  been  and  those  of  the  rank  of  ensign 
are  constantly  attached  to  the  European  regiments  they  may,  by  this 
rule,  be  well  qualified  in  their  profession  and  fit  for  appointments  in  the 
sepoy  battalions  when  they  become  lieutenants. 

173.  In  the  late  promotions  of  officers,  which  we  have  made  in 

osrd  Tune  the  service,  we  have  been  guided  by  the  spirit  of  your 

"3  J  '  orders  in  confining  the  number  to  the  establishment. 

But  in  regard  to  field  officers  it  appeared  requisite  that  such  especially 
should  be  effective;  we  must  therefore  have  been  under  the  necessity  of 
passing  by  those  who  held  staff  appointments  if  we  had  not  promoted 
them,  which  would  have  been  unjust,  or  of  depriving  them  of  those 
appointments  for  which  experience  had  eminently  qualified  them,  which 
would  have  been  detrimental  to  the  service  if  we  had  promoted  them  and 
no  others;  we  therefore  proceeded  to  appoint  them  and  those  next  in 

seniority,  who  could  be  considered  as  effective  in  order 
2$id  June.  to  complete  the  establishment.  Our  proceedings  on 

this  subject  are  noted  in  the  margin. 

174*  Having  appointed  Messrs.  Robertson  and  Scarden  to  be  brevet- 

lieutenant  fire-workers  in  the  corps  o£  artillery  and 

!s°tthSeDtPember  Rice  Watkins,  late  Serjeant  Major  of  the  Governor 

General's  troops  of  body-guard,  to  be  a  brevet  ensign 
of  infantry  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  proceedings  for  the  reasons 
1Ath  A  which  gave  cause  to  these  appointments,  and  to 

14th  August.  acquaint  you  that  we  have  here  closed  the  list  by 

abolishing  the  rule  for  creating  such  appointments  which,  as  far  as 
regarded  the  latter  instance,  had  been  provided  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote’s  military 
regulations. 
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175.  Mr*  James  Wemyss,  an  old  King’s  officer  and  adjutant  who  was 
formerly  in  the  Company’s  service  under  General  Wedderburn,  having 

been  disappointed  in  his  application  to  your  Court  to 
1st  eptem  ei.  ^  restored  and  induced  to  come  out  without  it,  has 

strongly  solicited  us  to  give  him  some  military  employment  here.  We 
have  told  him  in  reply  that  his  request  was  contrary  to  your  express  orders, 
and  we  could  not  therefore  comply  with  it. 

176.  Mr.  Feltham  has  made  application  to  us  in  treating  to  be 
restored  to  his  former  rank  in  the  Company’s  military  service.  It  seems 

that  he  had  delivered  in  a  similar  petition  to  you 

Se^tember^011  ^  ^  whilst  he  was  in  England,  but  that  he  was  driven  to 
p  *  the  necessity  of  quitting  the  kingdom  for  want  of 

resources  for  his  subsistance  before  it  could  be  brought  to  a  decision. 
As  we  did  not  conceive  ourselves  authorized  to  comply  with  his  request 
we  have  promised  the  recommendation  of  it  to  your  attention,  and  there¬ 
fore  send  a  copy  enclosed  in  this  packet. 


177.  We  have  permitted  Captain  John  Wemyss,  of  the  artillery,  to 

resign  the  Company’s  service  and  return  to  England 
1st  eptem  er.  upon  the  pension,  he  having  produced  the  necessary 

certificates  to  entitle  him  to  that  bounty  and  taken  the  oath  of  quali¬ 
fication. 


178.  Lieutenant  Fireworker  Win.  Brickell  has  resigned  the  service 

from  a  different  motive.  His  conduct  was  complained 
24  **u  of  by  his  commanding  officer  and,  we  understand,  was 

the  cause  of  his  application  to  resign;  we  therefore  mention  it  to  yoiu  that 
he  may  not  be  suffered  to  return. 


179.  The  Military  Paymaster  General  having  frequently  had  claims 
upon  officers  who  resigned  the  Company’s  service  to  proceed  to  Europe 
which  after  their  resignation  he  found  it  difficult  to  recover,  and  being 
sometimes  ignorant  of  their  intention  to  leave  the  country  until  after  it 
was  carried  into  execution,  we  at  his  suggestion  have  resolved  that  no 
officer  in  future  shall  obtain  leave  to  resign  without  producing  a  certificate 
from  his  Paymaster  that  he  has  no  claims  to  make  upon  him. 


180.  The  managers  of  the  fund  for  the  support  and  education  of 
the  orphan  children  of  officers,  who  belong  to  this  establishment,  having 

undertaken  the  superintendance  and  maintenance  of 
15th  May.  the  Qj-phans  cf  soldiers,  deceased  in  your  service,  upon 

an  allowance  of  3  rupees  per  month  for  each  orphan,  which  [sic]  we  have 
agreed  to  grant  them.  These  children  used  formerly  to  be  subsisted  by 
the  Company,  enrolled  as  soldiers  or  drummers,  and  latterly  by  the 
private  charity  of  the  officers. 
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of  ground  to  be  allotted  to  them  for  erecting  a  proper  place  for  the 

reception  and  care  of  all  the  children  who  will  be 
30th  June.  under  their  charge.  And  we  have  further  agreed  to 

make  them  an  advance  upon  the  stoppages,  which  the  officers  are  to  con¬ 
tribute  for  the  support  of  the  establishment,  to  enable  them  to  undertake 
the  buildings  immediately. 


182.  The  lease  of  the  range  of  buildings  in  which  the  junior  cove¬ 
nanted  servants  of  the  Company  upon  this  establishment  are  allowed  to 

reside  having  expired  at  the  end  of  May,  and  a  con- 
«nd  June.  tinuation  of  it  being  offered  to  us,  we  have  renewed 

it  for  five  years  longer  upon  the  same  terms  as  before. 


183.  Finding  it  every  day  more  and  more  necessary  from  the  accu¬ 
mulation  of  the  voluminous  records  of  this  Government  and  the  difficulty 
of  collecting,  by  reference  to  them,  an  instant  knowledge  of  the  standing 
rules  and  orders  effecting  each  particular  case  or  question  before  us,  and 
considering  the  necessity  of  employing  an  active  and  laborious  person  for 
compiling  and  arranging  them,  in  the  first  instance,  for  such  a  number 

of  years  back,  we  resolved  to  confer  that  appointment 
sand  May.  upon  Mr.  John  Petrie.  At  the  same  time  considering 

the  long  services  to  the  Company  of  Mr.  Fowke  who  had  held  an  appoint¬ 
ment  similar  to  it,  since  revoked,  and  his  claim  to  a  subsistance,  we 
resolved  to  continue  him  the  salary  of  1,500  rupees  per  month,  which  he 
had  formerly  drawn,  until  an  opportunity  should  occur  granting  him 
some  other  more  regular  provision. 

184.  The  Governor  General  having  recommended  to  us  Mr.  George 
Nesbit  Thompson  for  our  appointment  of  him  to  be  his  private  or  official 

secretary,  and  having  requested  that  we  would  relieve 
9th  June.  him  from  the  necessity  of  employing  the  gratuitous 

labours  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  own  family  upon  all  occasions  of  executive 
business  dependant  on  his  station  by  fixing  an  adequate  salary  for  the 
office  of  his  secretary,  we  desired  that  he  would  make  choice  of  his  own 
secretary,  and  left  it  to  him  to  grant  him  such  allowance  as  he  might 
deem  equal  to  the  trust* 

185.  The  Governor  General  having,  long  previous  to  this,  date, 
received  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Thompson's  services  in  confidential  employ¬ 
ments  as  well  before  his  journey  to  Benares  as  during 

9th  June.  the  course  of  the  troubles  at  that  place,  in  which  he 

was  an  equal  sharer  of  the  danger  and  fatigue,  as  since  his  return  to  the 
Presidency,  and  deeming  him  well  qualified  to  fill  with  credit  a  station  in 
the  Company’s  service  has  proposed  to  us,  and  we  heartily  and  unani¬ 
mously  join  with  him  in  recommending  to  you,  Mr.  George  Nesbit 
Thompson  to  be  appointed  a  writer  on  the  establishment,  entreating  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  admit  him  upon  the  first  list  which  shall  be  formed 
after  the  arrival  of  this  letter. 
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186.  It  is  proper  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Thompson  possesses  your 
nee  for  residing  here,  being  the  person  mentioned  in  your  letters  of 
8  as  permitted  to  come  out  to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
icature. 


187.  A  proposal  having  been  made  to  us  by  Mr.  Francis  Gladwin  for 
publication  of  a  complete  translation,  from  the  Persian  language,  of 
30k  well  known  by  the  name  of  the  Ayeen  Akbery 9  and  this  being  a 
k  which  may  prove  of  the  utmost  utility  to  the  Company  as  it  contains 

the  original  institutes  of  the  Sultan  Akber  the  founder 
d  June*  of  the  empire,  we  resolved,  as  well  on  this  account  as 

the  promotion  of  the  knowledge  of  Indian  literature,  to  subscribe  in 
Company's  name  for  150  sets  of  3  quarto  volumes  each,  at  40  rupees 
volume.  Soon  afterwards  Mr.  Gladwin  finding  that  objections  were 

entertained  against  the  payment  of  so  large  an  amount 
h  June.  £n  our  present  situation  out  of  the  treasury  declined 

eceive  the  subscription,  and  consented  to  leave  the  matter  in  reference 
on.  Impressed  with  the  same  favorable  opinion  of  the  undertaking 
diich  we  originally  viewed  it  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  it  to  your 
ideration,  either  to  make  or  authorize  the  subscription  we  intended 
he  Company's  account. 


188.  The  following  of  the  covenanted  servants  of  the  Company  upon 
establishment  have  deceased  since  the  date  of  our  last  advices,  viz., 
Samuel  Touchet,  Joseph  Lloyd  Harris,  James  Chollet,  James  le  Gros. 


189.  Mr.  John  Sampson  also  departed  this  life  about  the  1st  instant, 

and  has  been  succeeded,  in  his  office  of  Master  Atten- 
October.  dant,  by  Mr.  Frederick  Doveton  the  next  person  of 

appointment  for  that  station. 


190.  Mr.  Auriol,  our  present  Secretary,  having  signified  to  us  his 
ltion  of  resigning  his  office  we  have  been  induced  from  the  very 
rious  and  accumulated  duties  which  have  fallen  upon  it,  in  the  super- 
idance  and  management  of  the  proceedings  and  business  of  both  the 
;t  and  Public  Departments  of  this  Government,  to  divide  so  weighty 
arge.  We  have  therefore  resolved,  when  his  resignation  shall  take 
to  separate  the  departments  and  create  distinct  establishments  for 

each,  the  particulars  of  which  will  appear  by  our 
i  September.  minutes  referred  to  in  the  margin.  You  will  also  find 

we  have  resolved  to  divide  the  Public  and  Secret  records  and  to 
our  meetings  in  each  department  in  different  houses.  Mr.  William 
re  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  as  Secretary  to  the  Public  Depart- 
and  Mr.  Edward  Hay  as  Secretary  to  the  Secret  Department. 

L91.  We  cannot  lose  the  services  of  Mr.  Auriol,  who  has  so  long,  so 
sntly  and  so  faithfully  performed  the  laborious  duties  of  Secretary 
is  Government,  without  expressing  our  concern  at  his  departure  from 
:ountry.  On  this  subject  we  shall  do  ourselves  the  honor  of  addres* 
you  more  fully  in  our  next  dispatches.  , 
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iq£.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  pnrt  of  this  letter  we  have  received 
a  memorial  signed  by  the  field  officers  and  captains  on  the  establishment 
and  addressed  to  you,  in  which  they  entreat  the  favor  of  your  intercession 
and  application,  by  petition  to  the  King  or  to  the  Parliament,  to  obtain 
for  your  officers  an  equality  in  rank  with  His  Majesty’s  officers  bearing  the 
same  commission  in  any  service  upon  which  they  might  act  together.  We 
have  already  treated  on  this  subject  in  the  163rd  paragraph  of  this  letter 
and  now  beg  leave  to  conclude  it  with  recommending  this  petition  to 
your  serious  attention,  countenance  and  support. 

193.  We  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  such  an  uncommon  drought 
has  prevailed  for  some  time  past  as  to  threaten  many  parts  of  the  upper 
countries  with  a  total  failure  of  the  December  harvest,  and  has  raged  with 
so  much  greater  severity  in  its  progress  to  Lahore  that  multitudes  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  districts  beyond  the  Jumna  are  already  flocking  to 
Lucknow  for  the  means  of  aubsistance,  and  as  that  country  has  likewise 
suffered  its  proportion  of  this  calamity,  though  in  a  less  degree,  it  is  not 
unlikely  that  the  people  we  mention  will  be  induced  to  come  down  to 
Bahar.  We  have  ordered  encouragement  to  be  given  to  them  for  that 
purpose,  both  from  the  humanity  of  saving  them  from  the  inevitable 
destruction  of  a  famine  and  the  lawful  desire,  in  such  case,  of  increasing 
the  subjects  of  the  Companies  [Company’s]  dominions. 

194.  The  effects  of  the  drought  have  been  felt  in  some  measure  even 
in  Bengal.  And  the  general  alarm  caused  by  such  grounds  for  appre¬ 
hending  a  scarcity  of  grain  has  caused  the  same  immediate  evil  which 
would  attend  the  actual  existance  of  it,  by  the  refusal  of  those  who 
possess  grain  to  sell  it  on  any  marketable  terms. 

195.  We  are  persuaded  from  the  superabundance  of  the  crops  of  last 
season,  from  those  which  have  already  been  gathered  as  plentifully  as 
usual  in  the  month  of  August  and  from  those  remaining  to  be  gathered 
in  the  eastern  parts  of  Bengal,  which  are  properly  the  rice  districts,  there 
will  be  an  ample  quantity,  with  moderate  care,  to  prevent  the  dreadful 
effects  of  a  famine  and  to  answer  every  reasonable  demand  for  it.  But  to 
remove  the  continuance  of  an  artificial  scarcity  and  to  promote  the  equal 
distribution  of  grain  to  those  provinces  which  may  stand  the  most  in  want 
of  it  we  have  thought  it  necessary  immediately  to  take  off  the  duties  of 
every  kind  and  to  allow  of  a  free  communication  of  trade,  from  place^  to 
place,  in  this  article  without  the  necessity  of  taking  out  or  producing 
towannas ,  and  we  have  denounced  the  severest  punishments  against  any 
chokeydars  or  others  who  should  attempt  to  obstruct  it. 

196.  We  have  laid  an  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  any  rice  by  sea 
beyond  the  cargoes  actually  begun  to  be  laden  and  the  extent  of  the 
contracts  entered  into  for  the  supply  of  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George, 
and  which  with  the  assistance  they  will  receive  from  the  Northern  Sircars 
and  southern  districts  will  be  fully  to  answer  their  necessities. 

197.  For  the  purpose  of  enforcing  our  orders  and  making  such  sub- 
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sidiary  regulations  as  may  appear  advisable  to  promote  and  secure  the 
general  good  we  have  appointed  four  Commissioners  to  superintend  the 
price,  distribution  and  sale  of  rice  throughout  all  the  provinces  depen¬ 
dant  on  this  Government,  and  in  order  to  guard  against  any  temptation 
which  might  be  offered  to  benefit  themselves  from  such  a  power  and 
equally  against  the  importation  of  it  we  have  bound  them  under  the  most 
sacred  oath  to  derive  no  advantages  directly  or  indirectly  from  their 
trusts,  nor  to  suffer  each  other  or  any  person  under  them  to  derive  any 
beyond  the  amount  of  their  established  salaries;  which  for  that  reason 
we  have  fixed  at  1,500  rupees  per  month  to  each  Commissioner,  500  rupees 
to  the  first  member  for  an  office  rent  and  1,000  rupees  salary  to  their 
secretary. 

198.  Captain  Alexander  Wynch,  of  the  Madras  establishment,  being 
desirous  of  returning  to  Europe  by  the  Nurbudda  and  having  solicited  to 
be  entrusted  with  the  charge  of  our  dispatches,  which  he  is  willing  to  take 
upon  him  without  any  expence  to  the  Company,  we  have  agreed  to  place 
them  under  his  care,  and  he  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering  this  letter 
to  you. 


Board  of  Ordnance 

199.  Conformable  to  your  desire  conveyed  to  us  by  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  directing  that  you  be  furnished  with  duplicates  of 
all  letters,  consultations,  accounts,  and  other  papers,  transmitted  from 
hence  by  the  ship  Neptune  in  May  1781,  and  by  the  Rockford  in  Septem¬ 
ber  of  that  year,  whose  packets  were  forwarded  from  Madras  in  the 
Admiral  Hughes's  packet,  that  was  unfortunately  captured  by  the  enemy 
near  the  Western  Islands,  we  have  the  honor  of  furnishing  you  with  copies 
of  such  of  those  papers  as  you  have  not  acknowledged  to  have  received,  viz.. 

Copy  of  our  proceedings  from  the  1st  September  1780  to  the  1st 
April  1781  with  index. 

General  Ledger  Ordnance  Department  for  1779/80. 

General  Return  of  Ordnance  and  Stores  remaining  at  this  Presh 
dency  and  its  subordinates  the  30th  April  1780. 

Indent  of  articles  wanted  for  the  Powder  Works  dated  57th 
November  1780. 

Indent  of  military  stores  for  the  garrison  of  Fort  William  dated 
the  28th  March  1781. 

200.  You  will  also  please  to  receive  duplicate  certificates  of  stores 
imported  per  ships  Hinchinbroohe ,  Blandford,  Lord  Mulgrave ,  Deptford , 
Tarter ,  Major ,  Norfolk,  Earl  of  Chesterfield,  Worcester,  Hawke,  Dutton 
and  Warren  Hastings,  with  duplicate  accounts  of  short  deliveries  of  mili¬ 
tary  stores  shipped  on  the  Major,  Norfolk,  Nottingham  and  Worcester . 
Also  certificates  of  stores  imported  by  the  ships  Kent,  General  Coote  and 
Montagu^  with  an  account  [of]  short  deliveries  per  said  ships. 

201.  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copy  of  our  proceedings  from 
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the  1st  November  1781  to  the  1st  July  1783?  with  indexes.  Also  co 
General  Ledger  Ordnance  Department  for  1781/2  and  a  General  Retu 
of  the  Ordnance  and  Military  Stores  which  remained  in  the  seve] 
magazines,  and  that  were  attached  to  the  corps  composing  the  army 
this  establishment,  the  30th  April  1782,  with  an  indent  for  military  stoi 
required  for  the  garrison  of  Fort  William  dated  17th  October  1783. 

202.  The  state  of  our  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows: 

Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ... 

Khalsah 

Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 
Sicca  rupees  50,000  o  o 
Khalsah  do.  2,28,923  6  3 

Mint 

General  Treasury  ... 

Khalsah 

Unsorted  treasure 

Khalsah  from  Burdwan  ...  4,505  5  o 

Filly  Mahls  ...  ...  17,840  o  o 

«,345  5  0 

Valued  at  10  per  cent  better  than  current  rupees  24,579  13 

Current  rupees  5,28,946  o 

Balance  account  deposits  ...  7,75,821  6  10 

Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 

Mayor’s  Court  ...  1,20,161  13  9 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has 
ceased  by  public  adver¬ 
tisement  ...  ...  45,117  0  8 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent  ...  1,65,92,878  15  o 

1 1  per  cent  remittance  loan  ...  33,67,360  o  o 

Annuities  ...  ...  ...  45,920  o  o 

. -  2,09,47,259  4 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Honourable  Sirs, 

Fort  William,  Your  most  faithful  humble  servai 

tfift  sarH  Ortnhpr  lhrfla. 
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LETTER  DATED  24  NOVEMBER  1783 

Despatch  of  ships 
GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 


T*  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

[1]  Our  dispatches  per  Nerbudda  were  so  full,  and  are  so  recent,  that 
3y  the  Rodney ,  now  under  sailing  orders,  we  shall  only  forward  the  dupli- 
:ate  of  our  letter  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  from  this  Department. 

[2]  The  Winterton  and  Worcester  will  be  dispatched  in  a  few  days, 
Dy  the  former  we  shall  transmit  you  our  broken  set  of  proceeding  of  this 
nonth. 

[3]  The  amount  of  the  Rodney's  invoice  is  current  rupees  16,56,500. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

fart  William,  Honourable  Sirs, 

he  24th  November  1783.  Your  most  faithful  humble  servants. 

r3 

LETTER  DATED  29  NOVEMBER  1 783 

Plan  to  check  foreign  competition  in  the  provision  of  Company's 
nvestment  and  in  its  sale  in  Europe — measures  to  check  desertion  of 
*etty  officers  from  ships — Madras  complains  of  the  bad  quality  arid  insuffi- 
ient  quantity  of  stores  sent  to  it — general  embargo  on  the  exportation  of 
ice — establishment  of  granaries  at  Patna — reports  of  a  good  winter  harvest 
n  East  Bengal — merits  of  Doctor  Daniel  Campbell— Sir  Elijah  Impey 
rnves  for  England  with  his  family . 

PUBLIC  DEPARTMENT 

1 

T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

[onourable  Sirs, 

1.  We  now  dispatch  the  Winterton,  Captain  Snow,  which  ship  will 
til  in  company  with  the  Worcester ;  by  the  former  we  transmit  you,  from 


29  NOVEMBER  1 783  447 

this  Department,  our  broken  set  of  proceedings  from  the  dispatch  of  the 
Xerbudda  to  this  period. 

2.  The  Board  of  Trade,  in  a  letter  dated  the  28th  ultimo  which  is 
•ccorded  in  the  consultation  noted  in  the  margin,  represented  to  us  that 
,  .  ,  there  would  be  seven  cargoes  wanting  to  compleat  the 

,ov°emberan0n  5  ladinS  of  all  your  chartered  ships  now  hire;  and 

to  prevent  the  detention  of  that  quantity  of  tonnage 
or  a  season  in  the  country  at  a  very  heavy  expence,  suggested  a  plan  of 
naking  purchases  of  cotton  and  silk  piece  goods  and  such  weighable 
rtides  (except  saltpetre)  as  may  be  judged  proper  for  the  Europe  market. 
>y  draft  of  the  treasury  in  favor  of  the  seller  bearing  an  interest  of  8 
>er  cent  and  payable  in  twelve  months,  cither  in  ready  money  or  by 
tills  of  exchange  upon  you. 


3.  Although  we  very  much  approved  the  general  proposition  con- 
lined  in  their  letter  we  were  of  opinion  that  it  merited  a  more  extensive 

consideration  and  application  than  thev  have  given  it, 

Member8110"  **  and. therefore  did  not  agree  to  the  mode  proposed  of 

paying  for  the  goods  by  drafts  on  you,  as  in  our 
idgement  it  would  be  the  means  of  establishing  a  partial  remittance, 
hich  would  rest  alone  in  the  hands  of  those  persons  who  possessed  goods 
t  for  the  Europe  market.  We,  however,  authorized  them  to  make  the 
urchases  recommended,  and  accordingly  issued  an  order  on  the  treasury 
1  their  favor  for  fifty  lacks  of  current  rupees. 

4.  To  enable  the  treasury  to  answer  this  demand,  and  that  the  plan 
ay  be  as  general  and  as  extensive  in  its  effects  as  possible,  we  resolved 

to  keep  the  treasury  open  till  the  1st  February,  to 
>vemberatI°n  5*  which  time  all  persons  have  liberty  to  pay  in  such 

sums  as  they  may  think  proper,  at  the  usual  exchange 
2  shillings  and  one  penny  per  current  rupees. 

5.  The  bills  to  be  granted  on  the  first  of  February  1785,  and  made 
yable  365  days  after  sight  with  an  option  reserved  to  you  to  extend  the 
:m  of  payment  to  one,  two  or  three  yean  longer,  allowing  an  interest 
five  per  cent  per  annum  upon  the  period  of  such  extention. 


th  November. 


6.  Another  powerful  inducement  for  adopting  this  plan  was  our 
owledge  of  fourteen  foreign  ships  being  at  this  time  in  the  river,  and 

more  daily  expected,  all  of  which,  we  understood,  were 
to  take  in  cargoes  for  the  Europe  market.  The 
erruption  that  so  considerable  a  demand  for  goods  would  create  in 
;  provision  of  the  Company's  investment,  if  allowed  to  take  effect,  is 
idous,  but  independant  of  this  we  apprehend  that  individuals,  notwith- 
nding  the  promulgation  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  would  clandestinely 
nish  money  for  bills  [on]  Europe  as  foreigners  rather  than  suffer  their 
ps  to  sail  from  this  port  emotv.  would  nr>  k* 
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7.  By  opening  our  treasury  for  the  receipt  of  money  we  are  in  hopes 
that  we  shall  effect  two  objects  of  very  great  importance  to  the  Company’s 

interest,  1st,  that  of  dispatching  the  greatest  part  of 
5t  ovem  r.  the  chartered  ships,  now  here,  which  must  otherwise 
lye  at  a  very  heavy  expence,  and  secondly,  prevent  a  very  large  sum 
of  money  from  going  into  the  hands  of  foreigners,  and  thereby  prevent 
them  from  vieing  with  us  in  the  provision  of  our  investment  and  of 
becoming  competitors  to  you  in  the  sale  of  it  in  Europe,  as  well  as  dis¬ 
courage  them  from  all  future  attempts  of  this  kind. 

8.  Having  received  several  tenders  of  saltpetre  from  individuals  we 
refered  them  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  their  opinion  on  the  expediency 

of  purchasing  it  on  account,  the  Company;  to  their 
NovSnber tl0n  *4th  repty  recorded  in  the  Consultation  of  the  24th  instant 

we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  and  have  for  the  reasons 
therein  setforth  resolved  to  take  off  the  embargo  on  it,  but,  as  this  in  its 
consequences,  may  have  a  prejudicial  effect  to  the  Company’s  interest  in 
their  exclusive  right  to  manufacture  this  article  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal 
and  Bahar,  we  have  .proclaimed  that  if  any  one  shall  be  detected  in  manu¬ 
facturing  it,  but  for*  the  Company,  the  whole  shall  be  confiscated. 

9.  Captain  Snow  having  applied  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  fifty 

tons  of  surplus  tonnage  they  desired  our  opinion  as 

Novembe?tl0n  *7lh  t0  t^ie  ProPr^ety  °f  granting  his  request,  and  having 

considered  the  number  of  ships  which  are  here  we 
informed  them  that  we  did  not  think  they  ought  to  put  on  board  his 
ship  any  surplus  tonnage. 

10.  All  the  commanders  of  your  ships  have  applied  for  the  sum  of 
soojfstg.  stipulated  by  charterparty  to  be  paid  monthly,  but  the 

state  of  the  treasury  not  admitting  this  sum  to  be 
November^011  5*h  issued  we  were  obliged  to  refer  them  to  you  for  the 

payment  of  that,  which  hitherto  had  been  paid  in 
Europe,  unless  they  chose  to  receive  treasury  drafts  which  were  transferable; 
most  of  them  we  believe  will  prefer  the  latter. 

11.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  yo*u  that  the  Resolution  quitted 

her  pilot  on  the  20th  October,  the  Nerbudda  on  the 
November  10tl1  18  th  November  and  the  Warren  Hastings ,  Nassau  and 

Southampton  imported  here  the  59th,  31st  October 

and  9th  November. 

12.  The  President  and  Council  of  Bombay  having  requested  to  be 
supplied  with  10,000  bags  of  saltpetre  this  season,  and  Captain  Gore 

having  offered  to  convey  it  on  the  Nassau ,  we  complied 
N^embe?^0n  24th  his  solicitation  as  the  freight  saved  by  putting 

on  board  his  ship  the  charterparty  tonnage  will  in  a 
great  degree  compensate  for  the  demurrage  which  that  ship  will  receive 
for  the  voyage.  Another  reason  for  this  is  the  fear  we  have  that  all  your 
ships,  now  in  the  river,  cannot  be  loaded  before  the  time  limitted  by 


2$  NOVEMBER  1 783 


449 


terparty,  notwithstanding  every  exertion  and  c\ery  aid  in  our  power 
be  afforded  to  the  Board  of  Trade  to  enable  them  to  effect  it. 


13.  The  Busbridge,  Captain  Tod,  having  received  on  board  half  a 

cargo  was  dispatched  on  the  17th  November  to  fill  up 

mbJa\UOn  *7th  at  Fort  St*  GeorSe>  and  on  the  same  day  we  dispatched 

the  Earl  of  Chesterfield,  Captain  Boswell,  with  her 
‘terparty  tonnage  of  rice  and  stores  to  be  landed  at  Mangalore  in  his 
to  Bombay,  agreeably  to  the  original  destination  of  that  ship. 


14.  Captain  Boswell  having  represented  to  us  that  his  late  Chief 
:er,  Mr.  Thomas  Lee,  had  run  from  the  Chesterfield  we  have  ordered 

him  to  return  to  England  by  the  earliest  opportunity, 
>mbei\lI°n  10Ul  an<*  compel  him  to  quit  this  settlement  if  he 

does  not  comply  w*ith  this  order.  We  cannot  however 

>  observing  that  the  frequent  desertion  of  the  sworn  and  petty  officers 
four  ships  demands  an  immediate  remedy,  and  must  recommend  you 
nake  examples  of  such  as  have  quitted  their  ships  before  they  have 
brmed  their  respective  voyages,  by  not  suffering  them  to  enter  again 

►  your  service,  or  by  exacting  the  penalties  from  their  securities  for 
ich  of  their  engagements. 


15.  Captain  Gore  having  represented  that  the  conduct  of  his  second 

officer,  Mr.  George  Bye,  had  compelled  him  to 
emberat50n  5th  suspend  him  from  doing  duty  we  have  ordered  a  court 

of  enquiry,  consisting  of  five  commanders,  to  investi- 

t  his  complaint. 


16.  On  the  10th  November  we  received  a  letter  from  Captain 

Lennox  representing  that  the  Southampton  was  in  a 
emberati°n  l°th  lea^Y  condition,  and  requesting  our  permission  to  bring 

his  ship  to  town  to  be  hove  down  and  repaired;  we 
refore,  as  the  Southampton  was  not  in  a  state  to  receive  the  Company's 
50  on  board,  dismissed  her  from  your  service  on  that  day. 


17.  In  the  consultation  noted  in  the  margin  are  several  letters  from 
President  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George  complaining,  among  other 

things,  of  the  bad  quality  of  the  supplies  sent  them, 
>t  November.  c£  deficiencies  in  those  supplies  and  of  their  losses 

the  recoinage  of  bullion  which  they  received  by  the  St.  Carlos  and 
solution,  which  we  had  taken  every  precaution  in  our  power  to  prevent. 


18.  The  reply  to  the  charge  of  the  bad  quality  of  the  stores  sent  is 
orded  in  our  Proceedings  of  the  24th  November,  and  to  it  we  beg 
ve  to  call  your  particular  attention,  being  fully  satisfied  on  such  proofs, 
we  believe  will  be  equally  convincing  to  you,  that  the  late  Agent  of 
spiles  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  furnish  the  best  stores  and  at  the 
st  reasonable  rates.  In  regard  to  the  bullion  we  have  not  yet  received 
?  reply  of  our  Mint  Master  on  this  subject,  but  shall  transmit  it  to  you 
an  early  opportunity. 
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19.  We  shall  not  comment  on  the  return  which  we  have  received 
for  our  endeavours  and  unremitted  exertions  to  relieve  the  distresses  of 
the  settlement  of  Fort  St.  George  in  this  place,  as  we  have  been  very  full 
in  our  letter  from  the  Political  Department,  and  therefore  refer  you  to 
that  letter. 

2,0.  In  our  address  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  we  advised  you  of  the  mea¬ 
sures  we  had  adopted  in  consequence  of  a  scarcity  of  grain,  caused  by  the 
uncommon  drought  which  had  prevailed  in  the  upper  provinces  for  some 
time  past,  and  of  the  appointment  of  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of 
superintending  the  sale,  distribution  and  price  of  grain. 

21.  This  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Graham,  George 
Cumming,  George  Templer  and  Thomas  Law,  assembled  on  the  21st 

ultimo,  and  after  obtaining  the  fullest  information, 

Novemberati°n  ^  so  s^art  a  Peri°d  would  admit,  respecting  the  August 

harvest  and  the  state  of  the  December  crops  reported 
the  same  to  us.  They  also  reported  the  tonnage  secured  for  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  grain,  which  appears  by  their  letter  to  be  upwards  of  eleven 
hundred  thousand  maunds. 


22.  As  the  exportation  of  so  large  a  quantity  of  rice  would  deprive 
us  of  the  means  of  subsisting  near  nine  hundred  thousand  men  for  the 

space  of  three  months,  which  may  be  estimated  as  the 
Consultation  5th  probable  duration  of  the  scarcity  should  a  famine 

actually  exist,  of  which  there  were  more  threatening 
appearances  than  ever  from  the  apprehended  failure  of  the  December 
crop,  we  resolved  to  make  the  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  rice  by  sea 
general  and  total,  accordingly  published  it  to  the  whole  settlement  and 
revoked  our  resolution  admitting  a  free  exportation  beyond  the  provinces. 


23.  At  this  time  the  Hastings  (Captain  Jameson),  Buskridge  and 
Earl  of  Chesterfield  lay  loaded  and  ready  for  sea.  Each  of  these  ships 
had  on  board  rice  which  the  commanders  represented  could  not  be 
relanded  without  occasioning  great  detention  in  their  departure,  as  well 
as  great  loss  to  themselves.  The  Hastings  had  on  board  twelve  thousand 
bags  which  Captain  Jameson  was  carrying  down  to  Fort  St.  George  in 
virtue  of  his  contract,  the  Busbridge  five  thousand  bags,  and  the  Chester¬ 
field  nearly  that  quantity,  a  great  part  of  which  belongs  to  the  Company 
and  was  put  on  board  long  ago  to  be  landed  for  the  garrison  of  Man¬ 
galore. 


24.  After  taking  the  particular  situation  of  these  ships  into  consi¬ 
deration,  for  all  of  them  were  actually  loaded  previous  to  the  embargo, 
we  resolved  that  they  should  be  exempt  from  it  on  condition  that  Captain 
Jameson  bound  himself  to  deliver,  upon  oath,  every  bag  that  went  in  his 
ship  at  his  contract  rate  to  the  President  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George. 
Captain  Tod  engaged,  in  like  manner,  to  deliver  all  his  at  the  market 
price  and  Captain  Boswell  has  also  pledged  himself  to  land  for  the 
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Company  every  bag  he  may  have  in  his  ship  at  Mangalore  or  Bombay, 
charging  them  the  market  price  for  such  as  is  his  property. 

25.  However  desirous  we  are,  at  all  times,  to  avert  the  distresses  of 

the  inhabitants  of  the  Carnatic  we  were  compelled  to  make  the  embargo 
general.  Had  we  permitted  even  the  contractors  to  export  their  contract 

quantity,  foreigners  and  the  merchants  of  the  settlement  would  have  had 
reason  to  complain,  but  a  still  more  powerful  motive  with  us  was  the 
distressed  situation  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  our  own  provinces  would 
be  reduced,  were  we  to  permit  so  large  a  quantity  as  one  million  one 
hundred  thousand  maunds  to  be  exported;  the  Committee  of  Grain  were 
of  opinion  that  this  could  not  be  done  without  a  hazard  of  exposing  to 
the  last  extremity  of  want  the  lives  of  so  many  persons  as  could  be 

subsisted  by  it 


26.  At  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Grain  we  have 

authorized  them  to  establish  granaries  at  Patna  and 
5th  November.  otjier  p2its  of  the  country,  and  have  desired  them 

to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  in  consequence. 


27.  We  are  happy  at  having  it  in  our  power  thus  early  to  acquaint 
you  that  by  advices  recently  received  the  reports  respecting  the  December 
crop  are  very  favorable  from  many  parts  of  Bengal  but  particularly  from 
the  eastward*  of  the  Ganges.  The  north  division  of  the  province  of  Bahar 
is  likely  to  produce  a  sufficiency  of  grain  for  the  consumption  of  its  own 
inhabitants.  We  hope  therefore  that,  by  the  timely  interposition  of  our 
authority,  we  have  in  a  great  degree  prevented  the  fatal  effects  of  scarcity. 
Indeed  the  first  effects  of  the  above  have  totally  subsided,  and  the  markets 
are  everywhere  plentifully  supplied  at  rates  which  the  people  can  easily 
afford,  and  this  was  brought  to  pass  instantaneously  on  the  first  regula¬ 
tions  which  were  issued  for  that  purpose. 


28.  By  the  embargo  the  contractors  as  well  as  all  the  rice  merchants 
must  be  very  great  sufferers,  and  the  former  are  without  doubt  entitled 
to  an  indemnification  from  us.  We  therefore  recommended  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Grain  to  devise  some  equitable  mode  of  relief  and  to  report 
the  same  to  us  for  our  correction,  of  which  we  shall  advise  you  by  a 
future  opportunity  when  the  whole  is  finally  adjusted. 

29.  Having,  in  obedience  to  your  commands,  called  upon  the 
attornies  to  Mr.  Barwell  to  deliver  up  the  lease  of  his  house  we  have  the 
pleasure  to  acquaint  that  they  immediately  compiled  with  our  requisition. 

30.  We  are  sorry  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  Major  Benjamin 
Wroe  and  of  Mr,  Alexander  Duncanson  one  of  your  civil  servants. 

31.  Since  the  close  of  the  dispatches  per  Nerbudda  Major  E.  Baillie, 

Captains  A.  Park  and  George  Mence  have  resigned 
13th  November.  your  miiitary  service;  and  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you 

to  the  consultations  noted  in  the  margin  for  the  opinion  the  Commander 
in  Chief  has  of  the  merits  of  these  officers. 
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32.  We  have  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  Assistant  Surgeons 
upon  this  establishment,  viz.,  William  Fontance,  George  Bingham  and 
Murdock  Fergusson,  they  having  previously  to  their  appointment  under¬ 
gone  the  usual  examination  and  the  Surgeon  General  having  reported 
them  duly  qualified. 

33.  Doctor  Daniel  Campbell  your  Surgeon  General,  having  on 
account  of  his  affairs  in  Europe  and  of  his  bad  state  of  health,  solicited 
our  permission  to  resign  the  service  and  to  proceed  to  Europe  we  have 
granted  his  request,  and  he  accordingly  takes  his  passage  on  the  Worcester . 

34.  Two  petitions  have  been  just  delivered  to  us  bearing  the  signa¬ 
ture  of  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  community  and  of  the  surgeons 
in  and  near  Calcutta  in  testimony  of  the  great  merits  of  Doctor  Campbell, 
and  requesting  us  to  convey  to  you  their  united  wishes  that  he  may  be 
permitted  to  return  to  the  service  and  to  the  station  which  he  holds  in 
it.  We  also,  the  members  of  your  administration,  who  have  all  indivi¬ 
dually  benifited  by  his  professional  skill  nor  less  by  the  bene¬ 
volence  which  marks  his  attendance  on  all  ranks  of  people  in  this  settle¬ 
ment,  beg  leave  to  unite  our  request  to  the  same  effect.  We  forward 
copies  of  these  petitions  numbers  in  the  packet  for  your  more  particular 
information. 

35.  Messrs.  Ducarell  Holland,  and  Baugh  having  requested  our 
permission  to  resign  the  Honourable  Company's  service  we  have  complied 
with  their  request.  The  former  has  taken  his  passage  on  the  Winterton 
and  the  latter  on  the  Worcester . 

36.  Sir  Elijah  Impey  has  also  desired  to  have  an  order  for  himself 
and  family  to  be  accommodated  with  a  passage  on  the  Worcester ;  which 
has  been  accordingly  issued. 

37.  In  our  address  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  we  apprized  you  of  the  appli¬ 
cation  which  had  been  made  to  us  by  Mr.  Auriol,  our  Secretary,  to  be 
permitted  to  resign  the  service  and  to  return  to  England.  He  has  now 
applied  for  and  obtained  our  leave  to  take  passage  on  this  ship.  The 
necessity  which  has  impelled  him  to  this  resolution  is  described  in  his 
letter  addressed  to  us  on  the  10th  of  September,  and  we  chearfully  yield 
our  testimony  both  to  the  truth  of  his  representation  and  to  the  long, 
assiduous  and  able  services  which  he  has  continued  to  render  us,  earnestly 
recommending  him  to  your  countenance  and  favor. 

1 

38.  In  consequence  of  the  orders  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  8th 
of  February  1781  regarding  the  sale  of  a  number  of  Major  RenneH’s 
Bengal  Atlases  which  you  sent  to  us  by  the  ships  of  that  season,  we 
beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  they  have  all  been  disposed  of  accordingly 
and  the  produce  of  the  sales,  amounting  to  current  rupees  9,590-14-0, 
deposited  in  your  treasury. 
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39.  The  state  of  the  treasury  Is  this  day  as  follows: 


Ready  money 

General  Treasury  . . . 
Khalsah 

Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 
Sicca  rupees  50,000 
Khalsah  ...  do.  1,04,192 


38,835  2  7 
1 1,949  9  8 


o  o 
8  9 


58,000  o  o 
1,20,863  5  9 


Mint 

General  Treasury  ... 

Khalsah 

Unsorted  treasure 

Khalsah  from  Bissenpore  1,000 

Valued  at  10  per  cent  better  than  current  rupees 


Balance  account  deposits 

Do.  Accomptant  Genl.  to  the 
Mayor’s  Court  ... 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has  ceased 
by  public  advertisement 
New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent 
11  per  cent  remittance  loan 
Annuities 


Fort  William, 

29th  November  1783. 


47,784  is  3 


1,78,863  5  9 
1,45,511  15  5 


1,100  o  o 


Current  rupees  3,73,260  1  5 

6,66,529  5  2 

1,20,161  13  9 


45,117  o  8 
1,65,92,878  15  o 

0  o 
45,920  o  o 


2,08,37,967  2  7 


We  are  etc. 
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LETTER  DATED  30  DECEMBER  1783 

Governor  GeneraVs  testimonials  for  Middleton  and  Markham ,  former 
Residents  at  Oudh  and  Benares — appreciation  of  Colonel  Owen's  services . 

GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 

TT  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  o£  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1*  We  now  dispatch  the  Barwell,  Atlas ,  Norfolk  and  Belmont  with 


LETTER  TO  COURT 


454 


co*npleat  cargoes  according  to  the  accompanying  invoices,  amounting 
to,  vlZ‘ 5 


per  Bar iv ell 
Atlas 
Norfolk 
Belmont 


14,43,900 

14,07,500 

13,54,000 

14,08,700 


Total.  Current  rupees  56,14,100 


2.  Lady  Coote  having  desired  that  the  Belmont  might  be  ordered 
to  call  at  Fort  Si.  George  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  her  and 
her  suite  to  England,  we  have  complied  with  her  desire,  both  in  testimony 
of  the  high  sense  we  shall  ever  retain  of  the  important  services  rendered 
ky  your  late  Commander  in  Chief  and  the  great  esteem  we  have  for 
X,ady  Goote. 


3.  In  a  few  days  the  Ceres ,  Talbot  and  Halsewell  will  sail,  by  these 
ships  we  shall  send  you  our  proceedings  from  our  last  dispatches  up  to 
the  period  of  their  departure. 

4.  The  Winter  ton  and  Worcester  quitted  their  pilots  on  the  10th 

instant. 


5.  Messrs.  Nathaniel  Middleton1,  John  Charles  Middleton2  and 
Willi ain  Markham3  having  desired  our  permission  to  resign  the  Honourable 
C0mpany  s  serv*ce  we  have  accordingly  granted  them  permission,  and 
they  proceed  to  England  by  the  ships  now  under  dispatch. 

6.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Middleton  has  requested  to  be  mentioned  to  you 
respecting  his  conduct  and  services  previous  to  his  removal  from  Owde; 
and  the  Governor  General  having  given  in  a  minute  conveying  his 
approbation  of  both  to  that  period,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  it,  and 
to  add  our  favorable  opinion  of  his  abilities  and  temper. 

7.  We  also  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  minute,  delivered  in  by 
the  Governor  General,  respecting  Mr.  Markham  for  the  testimony  he 
gives  of  the  sense  and  knowledge  he  has  of  his  merits;  whom  he  declares 
to  have  transacted  the  business  of  the  late  trust,  assigned  him  at  Benares, 
with  exactness,  integrity,  fidelity  and  diligence,  in  which  we  all  concur. 

3.  The  following  officers  have  requested  our  permission  to  resign 
the  service  and  proceed  to  England  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  their 
different  letters,  recorded  on  our  proceedings,  viz.,  Major  Balfour4, 
Captains  Gordon,  Park,  Kirkpatrick5,  Heard,  Denty,  Baker  and  Lieutenant 

Gatnac. 


g.  We  must  refer  you  to  the  different  letters  from  the  Commander 
in  Chief*  containing  his  sentiments  of  the  merits  of  these  officers,  and 
•ticularly  to  those  respecting  Major  Balfour  and  Captain  Kirkpatrick, 
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of  whom  we  also  entertain  a  very  favorable  opinion;  we  consider  them 
able  officers  deserving  your  attention. 

10.  We  transmit,  separate  numbers  in  this  packet,  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  an  address  to  him  from  your  officers 
on  this  establishment,  soliciting  his  recommendation  of  the  petitions 
forwarded  numbers  in  the  packet  per  Nerbudda ,  and  to  which  we  repeat 
our  request  for  your  particular  attention  and  support. 

11.  Colonel  Owen  has  obtained  our  permission  to  proceed  to  Eng¬ 
land  on  the  Bellmont,  and  as  we  cannot  pass  over  the  merits  of  this  officer 
unnoticed  we  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  high  sense  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  has  so  repeatedly  expressed  in  his  letters  to  us  of  the  importance 
of  Colonel  Owen's  very  active  services  to  the  Company  during  the  late 
arduous  campaign  in  the  Carnatic,  and  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  him 
to  your  favor. 


Board  of  Ordnance 

1  %:  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  herewith  duplicate  indent 
for  military  stores  required  for  the  garrison  of  Fort  William,  dated  17th 
October  1783. 

13.  The  state  of  the  treasury  is  this  day  as  follows: 

Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  47,205  11  11 

Khalsah  ...  ...  32,904  6  3 

— -  8o,no  2  2 

Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 

Sicca  rupees  1,23,302  o  o  1,43,830  5  2 

Khalsah 

Sicca  rupees  46,426  8  5  53,854  12  3 

— ■ - 1,96,885  1  5 

Mint 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  145,511  15  5 

Khalsah 

-  1,45,511  15  5 


456 

Unsorted  treasure 
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Khalsah 

From  Burdwan  4,655  o  o 
Bissenpore  100  o  o 

Rupees  4,755  10  10 

Valued  at  10  per  cent  better  than  current  rupees  5,557  14  9 

Current  rupees  4,57,735  1  9 

Balance  account  deposits  ...  7,63,411  10  4 

Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 

Mayor’s  Court  ...  ...  1,50,161  13  9 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has  ceased 
by  public  advertisement  ...  45*  1  *7  o  8 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent  ...  16,599,178  15  o 

11  per  cent  remittance  loan  ...  33,67,360  o  o 

Annuities  ...  .  .  ...  45,950  o  o 

- 5,09,41,149  7  9 

Diminution  on  the  deposits  this  week  6,631  5  5 

Fort  William,  We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 

30th  December  1783. 
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LETTER  DATED  19  JANUARY  1784 

% 

Copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council  lost  in 
the  Sir  Edward  Hughes  packet — Mr .  Dacres,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade ,  resigns . 

GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 

T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 


[1]  Our  last  advices,  Tinder  date  30th  ultimo,  were  by  the  Atlas, 
Barwell,  Norfolk  and  Belmont ,  which  ships  left  their  pilots  on  the  10th 
instant. 
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[2]  We  now  dispatch  the  Ceres,  Talbot ,  and  Halswell  with  cargoes, 
as  per  accompanying  invoices  and  bills  of  lading,  amounting  to  viz.. 

Per  Ceres  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,04,400 

Talbot  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,15,700 

Halswell  ...  ...  ...  *•*  ^3*57^5® 

Current  rupees  40,77,350 


By  these  ships  we  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  the  copy  of  our  pro¬ 
ceedings  from  the  1st  January  to  31st  December  1780  annual  sett,  and 
from  the  1st  January  to  25th  June  1781  broken  sett,  lost  in  the  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  packet;  and  in  a  few  days,  by  the  Lord  Macartney,  we  shall  send 
you  the  broken  set  of  our  consultations  in  this  Department,  from  the 
dispatch  of  the  Atlas  to  the  1st  of  January. 

[3]  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tolly,  of  artillery,  and  Major  Gardner,  of 
the  engineer  corps,  having  obtained  our  permission  to  resign  the  Honour¬ 
able  Company’s  service  they  now  proceed  to  England  on  the  Ceres  and 

Talbot. 

[4]  Mr.  Dacres,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  having  resigned  that 
office1  has  been  succeeded  by  Mr.  Barton.  The  former  proceeds  to  Europe 
on  board  the  Halswell. 

[5]  And  Mr.  Grueber  has  been  appointed  to  the  vacancy,  in  that 
Board,  occasioned  by  the  promotion,  of  Mr.  Barton,  according  to  your 
commands  of  the  31st  May  1781*  paragraph  34. 

The  state  of  the  treasury: 

Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ... 

Khalsah 


Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 

Sicca  rupees  73,302  5  85,030  5  2 

Khalsah  do.  69, 4*5  13  80,533  15  o 

— - —  1,65,564  4  2 

Mint 

General  Treasury  ...  1,45*5* 1  *5  5 

Khalsah  ...  *** 

- -  1,45,511  15  5 


68,259  11  1 

23,887  8  2 

— -  9*>*47  3  3 


45» 

Unsorted  treasure 
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Khalsah 

From  Beerbhoom  1,000  o  o 

Valued  at  10  per  cent  better  than  current  rupees 

Current  rupees 

Balance  account  deposits  ...  7,1s, 623  3  9 

Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 

Mayor's  Court  ...  ...  1,20,161  13  9 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has  ceased 
by  public  advertisement  ...  45,117  0  8 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent  ...  1,66,22,778  15  o 

11  per  cent  remittance  loan  ...  33,67,360  o  o 

Annuities  ...  ...  ...  45,920  o  o 

-  2,09,13,961  1  3 

Increase  on  the  deposits  this  week  ...  6,978  5  6 

Fort  William, 

19th  January  1784.  [We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc.] 
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LETTER  DATED  9  FEBRUARY  1784 

Rules  regarding  reversionary  posts  in  the  Board  of  Trade — measures 
to  avert  famine  in  Madras  Presidency — compensation  paid  to  merchants 
affected  by  embargo  on  grain — Ritchie  to  make  a  survey  of  the  Coromandel 
Coast — a  school  for  mathematics  established  at  Calcutta . 

GENERAL  DEPARTMENT  . 

O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1.  You  were  advised  in  our  letter  of  the  19th  January  that  the  Ceres , 
Talbot  and  Halswell  were  then  under  dispatch,  with  cargoes  according 
to  their  invoices,  amounting  in  all  to  current  rupees  forty  lacks  seventy 


1,100  o  c 
4,04,323  6  i< 
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seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty,  C.Rs.  40,77,550;  and  we  are 

^aPP)  inform  you  that  these  ships  got  safe  out  and  quitted  their  pilots 
on  the  3rd  instant. 

2.  The  Lord  Macartney  (now  ready  to  receive  her  dispatches)  has 
on  board  a  cargo  as  per  invoice,  amounting  to  (C.Rs.  1 1,07.790)  eleven 

lacs  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninetv. 

* 

3*  By  this  ship  we  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  our  broken  set  of 
proceedings  in  this  Department  for  December. 

4.  I11  the  consultation  noted  in  the  margin  a  protest  from  Captain 
Wakeman  of  the  Rodney  is  recorded  for  deficient  tonnage;  and  in  the 

h  same  consultation  you  will  observe  a  letter  from  our 

4  ecem  r.  Agent  for  dispatching  the  Honourable  Company's 
ships,  stating  that  the  stores  for  the  island  of  St.  Helena  “were  not  on 
board  the  Rodney  when  he  arrived  with  her,  nor  would  the  ship's  draught 
of  water  admit  of  their  being  taken  in  at  Kedgeree".  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  Captain  Wakeman  should  be  answerable  for  all  losses  that 
may  arise  to  the  Company  from  his  refusal  to  receive  on  board  the  Rodney 
her  charterparty  tonnage. 

5.  Taking  into  consideration  the  number  of  ships,  now  here,  wait¬ 
ing  for  cargoes,  the  little  prospect  there  is  of  tonnage  being  provided  for 
all  of  them,  and  the  great  expence  to  which  the  Company  would  be  put 
on  account  of  demurrage  if  the  whole  were  not  dispatched  this  season, 
we  resolved  to  send  the  Vansittart,  being  the  last  on  the  list,  to  Bencoolen; 
the  President  and  Council  there  having  written  very  pressingly  for  many 
stores,  which  will  be  forwarded  to  them  by  this  conveyance.  The  saving 
of  freight  thereon  will  in  some  measure  compensate  for  the  loss  the  Com' 
pany  would  otherwise  sustain,  on  account  of  demurrage,  by  the  detention 
of  the  Vansittart  one  year  in  India. 

6.  The  same  motive  which  induced  us  to  dispatch  the  Vansittart  to 
Bencoolen  compelled  us  to  order  only  two  thirds  of  a  cargo  to  be  put  on 
board  the  Pigot ,  that  this  ship  might  fill  up  at  Madrass  understanding 
that  the  President  and  Council  there  had  more  tonnage  than  the  Bus- 
bridge  could  take  in;  and  Captain  Morgan  will  accordingly  sail  in  a  few 
days. 

7.  The  Southampton  having  been  repaired  and  reported  fit  to  receive 

the  Honourable  Company's  investment  this  ship  was  again  taken  into  the 
service  on  the  [ . ] 

8.  The  following  ships  still  remain  in  the  river  to  be  dispatched 
to  Europe  direct,  viz.,  Fox ,  nearly  laden,  Warren  Hastings ,  Earl  o\ 
Oxford,  Southampton,  Major  and  Besborough. 

9.  They  will  be  dispatched  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand,  ant 
we  are  yet  hopeful  that  the  Board  of  Trade  will  be  able  to  load  both  th< 
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Warren  Hastings  and  Earl  of  Oxford  within  the  time  limited  by  charter- 
party  for  their  leaving  this  port. 


10th  December. 


10.  In  the  consultation  noted  in  the  margin  there  is  recorded  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Nl.  Bateman,,  who  you  had  restored  to  the  service 

and  appointed  to  succeed  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 
This  gentleman  sets  forth  the  sufferings  he  exper¬ 
ienced  during  the  voyage  to  India,  his  long  detention  at  Trincomalay,  by 
which  he  was  prevented  from  succeeding  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the 
hardships  he  laboured  under  at  this  time,  being  out  of  office,  without 
any  salary  or  advantage  whatever. 


11.  Having  maturely  considered  this  representation  we  agreed  to 
make  it  a  standing  rule  that  all  servants  of  the  Company  appointed  to 
reversionary  stations  in  the  Board  of  Trade  should  be  allowed  to  draw 
the  salaries,  which  they  would  be  entitled  to,  were  they  members  of  that 
Board,  until  we  receive  your  commands  on  this  subject.  And  we  were 
induced  to  adopt  this  measure  as  we  think  it  not  only  conformable  to 
strict  justice  and  general  practise  but  necessary  in  good  policy,  though 
seemingly  forbidden  by  your  restrictive  order.  For  if  persons  returning 
to  your  service  at  an  advanced  time  of  life  are  to  wait  (as  may  be  the 
case)  for  years  till  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  the  Board  of  Trade,  before 
they  can  benefit  by  your  orders  for  the  admission  to  it,  and  at  once  to 
succeed  to  stations  and  trusts  of  the  highest  consequence  to  the  Company’s 
interest,  and  requiring  the  strictest  integrity  in  the  discharge  of  them,  the 
temptation  to  which  they  may  be  driven  by  the  accumulation  of  distress 
(drawn  on  them  by  so  great  a  length  of  time  passed  in  extensive  expecta¬ 
tions,  without  any  allowed  means  of  subsistance)  must  have  a  natural 
tendency  to  introduce  the  habits  of  corruption  and  embezzlement  into  the 
service,  unless  it  be  supposed,  in  opposition  to  universal  experience,  that 
all  men,  or  mankind  in  general,  are  possessed  of  a  principle  of  virtue, 
which  is  proof  against  the  calls  of  nature  or  the  terrors  of  a  goal. 

12.  The  excessive  drought  throughout  these  provinces  and  the  con¬ 
sequent  alarming  prospect  of  a  famine  having  obliged  us  to  annul  the 

contracts,  we  had  entered  into  for  supplying  the  Pre- 
_  Consultation  ist  sidency  of  Fort  St.  George  with  grain,  and  to  lay  a 
ecem  er*  general  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  that  article 

(of  which  you  have  been  repeatedly  informed  in  all  our  late  letters)  and 
our  apprehensions  of  the  extreme  distress  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Carnatic  might  be  exposed  made  it  the  object  of  our  very  anxious  deli¬ 
berations  to  attempt  every  measure  which  could  afford  a  prospect  of 
obviating  or  at  least  of  alleviating  it. 

13.  The  Governor  General  having  laid  before  us  a  plan  for  procur¬ 
ing  rice  from  the  island  of  Java,  with  the  permission  and  assistance  of 
the  General  and  Council  of  Batavia,  we  highly  approved  this  suggestion 
and  resolved  immediately  to  attempt  its  execution. 

14.  We  in  consequence  dispatched  Captain  Murray  with  the 
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Intelligence  schooner  to  Batavia*  with  letters  to  the  General  and  Council 
containing  our  earnest  request  that  they  would  afford  us  the  supply 
required  and  that  they  would  appoint  such  agents*  for  this  purpose*  as 
they  should  deem  necessary*  to  whom  a  commission  of  5  per  cent  should 
be  allowed  in  addition  to  the  prescribed  rates*  which  we  left  to  their 
decision,  proposing  that  immediate  payment  should  be  made  either  to 
such  agents  as  should  be  deputed  to  receive  possession  of  the  Dutch  East 
India  Company’s  factories  in  Bengal,  or  by  our  sending  silver  or  opium 
to  Batavia  at  their  option. 


15*  We  acquainted  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  with  our 
anxiety  on  their  account,  in  consequence  of  the  necessity  we  had  been 
under  of  withholding  their  expected  supplies,  and  of  the  application  we 
had  made  to  the  Government  of  Batavia,  and  we  directed  Captain  Murray 
to  return  with  all  possible  expedition  to  Fort  St.  George  with  their  answer 
that  should  it  prove  a  favorable  one  no  time  might  be  lost  in  dispatch¬ 
ing  such  ships  as  could  be  got  ready  for  that  purpose,  to  convey  the  grain 
to  Fort  St.  George. 

16.  You  have  already  been  informed  of  the  measures  we  had  thought 
it  necessary  to  adopt  in  order  to  avert  as  much  as  possible  the  effects  of 
the  famine,  with  which  we  were  threatened,  and  of  our  appointment  of 
a  Committee  of  Grain,  with  very  extensive  powers,  for  this  purpose.  And 
we  are  happy  to  inform  you  that  these  exertions  have  had  so  good  an 
effect  that,  although  the  scarcity  has  not  been  entirely  removed,  the  alarm 
of  the  natives  has  in  a  great  measure  subsided,  and  we  have  every  reason 
to  expect  that  in  a  short  time  plenty  will  be  again  established  throughout 
the  provinces. 


17.  We  referred  the  adjustment  of  the  contractors’  accounts  to  the 
Committee  of  Grain,  that  they  might  determine  the  compensation  equit¬ 
ably  due  to  each.  They  accordingly  transmitted  to  us  accounts  current 

between  the  Honourable  Company  and  the  principal 
contractors,  as  recorded  in  the  consultation  noted  in 
the  margin,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  for  your 
more  particular  information  on  this  subject. 


Consultation  1st 
December. 


18.  From  these  accounts  and  from  the  estimates  of  private  merchants 
the  Committee  calculated  the  average  rate  of  shipping  and  re-landing  grain 
at  this  port,  in  order  to  determine  the  compensation  which  justice  required 
should  be  made  to  such  individuals  as  had  actually  shipped  grain,  but 
were  prevented  from  exporting  it  by  the  embargo. 


19.  This  calculation  was  made  with  the  most  minute  exactness,  and 
the  average  expence  computed  at  50  rupees  per  too  bags,  or  8  annas  for 
each  bag.  We  agreed  therefore  to  make  this  allowance  to  such  indi¬ 
viduals  as  had  laden  their  grain  and  were  obliged  to  re-land  it,  the  truth 
of  which  was  verified  by  each  of  them  on  oath.  The  sum  paid  on  this 
account,  and  a  list  of  such  persons  as  received  the  indemnification,  is 
recorded  in  our  proceedings  last  quoted,  to  which  we  again  request  leave 
to  refer  you. 
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20.  The  Committee  of  Grain  having  likewise  represented  to  us  that 
in  consequence  of  the  very  large  quantity  of  grain  to  be  delivered  to 
them  by  the  several  contractors  golahs  would  be  necessary  for  its  recep¬ 
tion,  we  authorized  them  to  erect  such  temporary  buildings  as  would  be 
absolutely  required,  but  enjoined  the  strictest  frugality  not  only  in 
constructing  these  buildings  but  in  every  expense  attending  the  reception 
and  care  of  the  grain  committed  to  their  charge. 

21.  We  beg  leave  to  request  your  particular  attention  to  a  minute 
of  the  Governor  General,  recorded  in  the  consultation  noted  in  the 
margin  [sic],  containing  a  proposal  that  buildings  of  solid  masonry  should 
be  constructed  to  serve  the  purposes  of  perpetual  granaries  to  the  two  pro¬ 
vinces. 


22.  The  reasoning  contained  in  the  first  part  of  the  Governor  Gene¬ 
ral’s  minute  operated  on  our  minds  with  the  force  of  compleat  conviction 
from  our  recent  experience  of  the  certainty  of  the  fact  on  which  it  is 
founded  and  though  our  determination  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible 
every  expence  militated  strongly  against  our  undertaking  a  project  of 
such  magnitude,  the  object  of  the  plan,  that  of  securing  the  inhabitants 
of  these  extensive  provinces  from  the  dreadful  calamity  of  famine  in 
future,  appeared  to  us  of  so  great  consequence  that  we  could  not  withhold 
our  concurrence  in  a  measure  which,  in  the  immediate  though  partial 
execution  of  it,  would  be  attended  but  with  an  inconsiderable  present 
expence. 

23.  We  accordingly  adopted  a  plan,  recommended  to  us  by  the  Chief 
Engineer,  for  the  erection  of  a  circular  building  at  Patna  for  the  purposes 
mentioned  in  the  Governor  General’s  minute,  and  appointed  Captain 
Garstin  of  the  engineer  corps  to  execute  it,  under  the  orders  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Grain,  allowing  him,  for  the  reward  of  his  labor,  a  commission 
of  ten  per  cent  on  the  estimated  sum,  and  a  further  commission  of  ten 
per  cent  between  the  actual  cost  to  which  he  may  be  able  to  reduce  it 
and  the  amount  of  the  estimate. 


24.  We  received  a  letter  from  the  President  and  Council  of  Fort 
St.  George  acquainting  us  that  they  had  not  been  able  to  find  a  person 

capable  of  executing,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  your 
22nd  December.  orders,  that  surveys  of  particular  places  on  the  Coast 

should  be  made,  and  desiring  that  we  would  direct  Mr.  Ritchie,  our  Sea 
Surveyor,  to  proceed  to  Madras  for  this  purpose. 

25.  We  accordingly  directed  Mr.  Ritchie  to  prepare  to  proceed  on 

a  survey  of  the  Coromandle  coast  after  having  com- 
pleated  the  survey  of  Cudjong,  in  which  he  was  then 

employed  by  our  orders. 

26.  General  Stibbert  having  sent  in  an  address  from  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Watson,  your  Chief  Engineer,  recommending  the  establishment 

■  _  of  a  mathematical  school  in  Fort  William  for 

1st  December.  the  benefit  o£  the  afficers  Df  the  Engineer  Corps, 

and  deeming  this  an  object  of  great  public  utility  we  agreed  to 


22nd  December. 
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the  proposed  plan;  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Burrow  to  be  matter  of 
the  school  has  accordingly  taken  place.  His  allowances  were  fixed  at  five 
hundred  sicca  rupees  per  mensem.  We  cannot  however  close  this  para¬ 
graph  without  requesting  your  attention  to  the  Chief  Engineer’s  letter  on 
the  subject  which  we  consider  particularly  deserving  your  notice. 


27.  Ensign  William  Mercer  has  represented  to  us  that  in  1780  he 
received  your  permission  to  proceed  to  India,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
combined  fleets  and  sent  back  to  England,  that  in  1781  he  received  your 
orders  to  embark  on  the  Mulgrave  but  was  detained  eight  months  in 
England  in  consequence  of  a  proposal  for  raising  a  company  for  service 
in  India,  and  that  his  name  is  omitted  in  your  general  list.  We  request 
therefore  to  be  informed  at  what  time  this  gentleman  received  from  you 
his  appointment  of  cadet,  in  order  that  his  rank  in  the  service  may  be 
ascertained. 


28.  The  state  of  the  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows: 


Ready  money 

General  Treasury 
Khalsah 


Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 

Sicca  rupees  50,000  o  o 
Khalsah 

Sicca  rupees  2,37,009  5  2 


34,619  8  10 
37,660  2  4 
- -  72,279  11  2 


58,000  o  o 
M4>930  7  3 

-  3>3*»93°  7  3 


Mint 

General  Treasury  1 45,51 1  15  5 

Khalsah  ...  ...  ... 

-  1,45,511  15  5 


Unsorted  treasure 
Khalsah 

From  Burdwan  7,631  o  10 

Valued  at  10  per  cent  better  than  current  rupees  8,097  *  * 

Current  rupees  ...  5,58,819  4  o 

Balance  accounts  deposits  ...  8,69,616  2  5 

Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 

Mayor’s  Court  ...  ...  1,20,161  13  9 
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Balancg  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has 
ceased  by  public  adver¬ 
tisement 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent 
4  per  cent  remittance  loan 
Annuities 


45,1x7  o  8 
1,66,67,656  5  8 

33>67>36°  0  0 

45,920  o  o 

- ^,11,15,851  6  6 


Fort  William, 

9th  February  1784. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be 
Honourable  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servants. 
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Friendly  relations  to  be  established  with  the  King  of  Acheen — Pay¬ 
master  General  appointed  for  troops  serving  beyond  the  Karamnasa — 
retrenchment  to  be  made  in  the  Bombay  Detachment  on  its  return  to 
Bengal . 


GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 

TT  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1.  The  last  letter  we  addressed  you  from  this  Department  was  per 
Lord  Macartney,  under  date  the  9th  instant;  by  the  Fox  we  have  now  the 
honor  of  transmitting  you  our  annual  set  of  proceedings  for  last  year, 
and  the  broken  set  from  the  1st  to  the  22nd  ultimo. 


2.  The  amount  of  the  Fox's  invoice  is  current  rupees  13,71,985-0-0. 

3.  We  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  we  have  received  a  letter  from 
Captain  Tolme,  dated  Columbo  Roads  10th  December,  acquainting  us 

that  the  Resolution,  under  his  command,  had  on  the 

Consultation  19th  lst  0£  November  suffered  severely  by  a  violent  gale  of 
lanuarv  *  *  ° 

wind,  in  which  she  lost  some  of  her  masts,  and  was 

otherwise  so  much  disabled  as  to  be  towed  to  Columbo  by  one  of  the 

French  frigates  of  a  squadron  he  fell  in  with  off  Point  de  Gale,  under  the 

command  of  Monsieur  Du  Pigny,  who  had  offered  to  send  the  Bellona 

to  tow  the  ship  to  Bombay,  which  offer  Captain  Tolme  had  accepted,  and 

intended  to  sail  on  the  14th  of  December  in  order  to  dock  and  repair  the 

Resolution,  which  we  hope  he  will  effect  early  enough  to  proceed  to 

England  this  season. 


7-  uonrormaoiy  to  your  commands  contained  m  me  17m  paragraph 
of  your  letter  of  the  1st  March  1783,  we  have  appointed  Mr.  John 
Womb  well  Paymaster  General  to  all  the  troops  serving  beyond  the  Caram- 
nassa,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  garrison  of  Chunar.  The  embarass- 
ments  which  would  attend  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of  paying  this 
garrison  induced  us  to  continue  it  under  the  present  regular  payment  by 
the  Paymaster  to  all  the  garrisons. 

8.  The  accounts  of  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  army  being,  by 
this  alteration,  removed  to  a  distant  station,  and  in  consequence  their 
transmission  to  the  Presidency  (to  go  through  the  regular  forms  of  official 
investigation)  necessarily  delayed,  an  evil  seemed  likely  to  arise  from  it, 
by  which  the  Company  have,  in  former  instances,  very  severely  suffered; 
that  of  large  balances  remaining  against  the  Paymasters  for  sums  re¬ 
trenched  from  their  disbursements,  which  a  delay  in  auditing  their 
accounts  frequently  puts  it  out  of  their  power  to  recover  by  the  inter¬ 
mediate  death  or  removal  of  officers.  The  loss  must  consequently  either 
fall  unjustly  upon  them  or  be  ultimately  borne,  as  has  been  recently  the 
case,  by  the  Company. 

9.  To  obviate  this  inconvenience  as  well  as  to  render  your  order 
complete  in  its  effect,  and  consistant  with  the  general  principles  and 
usages  of  your  service,  we  resolved  that  an  office,  corresponding  to  that 
of  the  Paymaster  General  to  the  troops  serving  beyond  the  Caramnassa, 


33 


466 


LETTER  TO  COURT 


should  be  constituted  for  the  purpose  of  auditing  on  the  spot  the  accounts 
of  that  part  of  the  army.  The  disbursements  by  this  means  undergoing 
a  regular  and  immediate  audit,  the  retrenchments  (which  would  be  com¬ 
municated  without  any  delay  to  the  several  paymasters)  would  be  recover¬ 
ed  without  difficulty,  and  leave  them  no  pretence  for  retaining  a  balance 
in  their  hands,  which  it  has  been  our  most  positive  injunction  to  the 
Paymaster  General  not  to  suffer  them  to  hold  on  any  account  whatsoever. 

* 

10.  We  deemed  it  a  respectful  submission  to  your  commands,  sig¬ 
nified  in  the  and  paragraph  of  your  letter  of  the  17th  May  1780,  to 
appoint  Mr.  John  Scawen  to  the  charge  of  this  office,  and  we  have  accord¬ 
ingly  directed  him  to  remain  in  charge  of  it  until  the  office  of  Commissary 
General  shall  be  vacant.  And  he  shall  be  entitled  to  hold  it  by  regular 
succession,  according  to  the  terms  of  your  orders. 


11.  For  the  duties  which  we  have  annexed  to  the  offices  above- 

mentioned,  and  the  instructions  we  have  thought  it 
Januaryltatl°n  6th  necessary  to  give  to  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  them, 

we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  consultation  noted 
in  the  margin,  where  every  particular,  relative  to  this  subject,  is 
recorded. 


15.  The  near  approach  of  the  Bombay  Detachment,  under  Colonel 
Charles  Morgan,  to  its  destination  within  the  line  of  our  own  provinces 
induced  us  to  request  the  assistance  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  forming 
such  reductions  in  the  military  establishment  as,  it  might  be  judged 
adviseable,  should  take  place  on  the  arrival  of  these  troops.  General 

Stibbert  accordingly  attended  us,  and  recommended 
gt  January.  that  six  regiments  should  be  immediately  disbanded, 

which  we  agreed  to.  And  for  a  particular  account  of  this  reduction  we 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  proceedings. 


13.  Your  Military  Paymaster  General  having  frequently  represented 
to  us  that  the  retrenchments  made  from  the  military  accounts  prior  to 
the  year  1780  could  not  be  recovered,  and  that  by  standing  against  the 
different  Paymasters  they  exhibited  to  the  Company  balances  due,  from 

which  they  had  nothing  to  expect,  and  as  we  had 
already  been  obliged  in  the  cases  of  Messrs.  Pipon 
and  Burgh  to  write  off  these  retrenchments,  we  resolved 
to  make  the  rule  general,  and  accordingly  ordered  all  retrenchments  from 
the  Paymasters’  accounts,  previous  to  the  period  we  have  before  mentioned, 
to  be  wrote  off  to  profit  and  loss  in  the  books  of  his  office. 


Consultation  6th 
January. 


14.  1  We  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  A.  Williams,  Surgeon  Major 
of  the  1st  Brigade,  representing  the  disappointment  he  had  suffered  in 
his  expectations  of  succeeding  to  the  office  of  Surgeon  General  by  the 
return  of  Mr.  Ellis  to  his  station  in  your  service. 

1 

15.  This  gentleman  has  been  twenty  years  a  Surgeon  Major,  and  as 
Ms  prospect  of  succession  to  the  office  of  Surgeon  General  is  still  further 
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removed  by  our  expectations  and  hopes  that  Mr.  Daniel  Campbell  will 
obtain  your  permission  to  return  to  his  rank  and  station  in  a  short  time, 
and  Mr  William’s  request  being  strengthened  by  the  opinion  and  recom¬ 
mendation  both,  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  the  late  Surgeon  General, 
we  resolved  to  grant  him  the  rank  and  allowances  of  a  lieutenant  colonel, 
a  reward  to  which  his  long  and  faithful  services  justly  entitle  him. 

16.  The  Administrator  to  the  effects  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Stanley,  late 
Chaplain  to  the  Third  Brigade,  has  represented  to  us  the  insolvency  of 
the  estate,  and  solicits  that  Mr.  Stanley’s  widow,  who  is  left  with  two  or 
three  children,  may  be  admitted  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  pension.  We 
transmit  a  copy  of  his  letter,  a  number  in  the  packet,  for  your  decision 
respecting  the  claim  preferred  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Stanley. 

17.  The  following  officers  have  obtained  our  permission  to  resign 
the  service  and  proceed  to  Europe  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  their 
different  letters,  viz..  Major  Roberts  Davy,  Captains  Harvey,  Hawkeslv 
Hall.  Robert  Stewart,  Geo.  Birrel  and  Ensign  Williams. 

18.  The  opinion  entertained  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 

services  and  merit  of  the  several  officers  is  mentioned 

Consultations  5th  jn  letters  to  us,  recorded  in  the  consultations 
and  22nd  January.  noted  ^  ^  tQ  wWch  we  beg  leave  ^ 

refer  \ou. 

* 

19.  The  state  of  the  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows: 

Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  30,855  *  6 

Khalsah  ...  ...  25,671  3  0 

-  56,5*6  5  6 

Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 

Sicca  rupees  ...  50,000  o  o  58,000  o  o 

Khalsah  do.  ...  3,19,050  12  9  3,70,098  14  9 

-  4,28,098  14  9 

Mint 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  1,45,511  15  5 

Khalsah  ...  ...  ... 

-  1,45-5"  *5  5 

Unsorted  treasure 
Khalsah 

From  Burdwan  ...  ...  8,361  10  o 

Valued  at  10  per  cent  better  than  current  rupees  ...  9,197  *  * 


Current  rupees  39-334  5  10 
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Balance  account  deposits 
Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 
Mayor’s  Court  ... 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has  ceased 
by  publick  advertisement  ... 
New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent 
11  per  cent  remittance  loan 
Annuities 


Fort  William, 

the  16th  February  1784. 


8,89,919 

13 

3 

1,20,161 

13 

9 

45>u7 

0 

8 

1,66,69,656 

w 

D 

8 

33,67,360 

0 

0 

45,920 

0 

0 

- 2,11,38,135  1  4 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 
Honourable  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servants. 


18 

LETTER  DATED  28  FEBRUARY  1784 

Board  of  Trade  versus  Prinsep — sanction  of  one  crore  of  rupees  for 
the  Investment  of  iyS^j 5 — Francis  and  Barwell  to  return  the  sums  overpaid 
to  them — return  of  the  Bengal  troops  from  the  Carnatic . 

GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 

T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 

United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1.  Our  address  to  you  from  this  Department,  under  date  the  16th 
instant,  was  per  Fox,  which  ship  sailed  from  Kedgeree  on  the  22nd,  and 
we  have  no  doubt  but  that  Captain  Blackburn  has  before  this  time  quitted 
his  pilot.  Duplicate  of  that  letter  with  a  continuation  of  our  proceedings 
and  index  for  the  month  of  January  are  now  forwarded  by  the  Warren 
Hastings,  together  with  the  papers  and  books,  as  particularly  specified  in 
the  list  of  packet. 

2.  Captain  Popham,  who  came  out  in  the  command  of  the  Ann  and 

Amelia  transport,  has  made  a  demand  of  Arcot  rupees 
Vide  Consultation  sjx  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  eight  (6128)  for 
27th  January.  dieting  one  hundred  and  eighty  five  Hanoverians  from 

Bombay  to  Madras,  which  we  have  referred  to  you,  not  deeming  ourselves 
authorized  to  discharge  it. 

3.  In  the  58th  and  59th  paragraphs  of  our  letter  per  Surprise  we 
informed  you  that  in  consequence  of  Mr*  prinsep  having  claimed  the 
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right  which,  in  the  agreement  with  him  respecting  the  chintz  manufactory, 
is  reserved  to  either  party  of  referring  to  arbitration  the  decision  on  any 
case  of  difference  that  might  arise,  we  had  authorized  and  desired  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  appoint  proper  persons  on  the  part  of  the  Company 
to  determine  on  the  design  and  obligation  of  the  clause  contained  in  the 
contract  respecting  the  purchase  of  these  buildings. 

4.  Arbitrators  having  been,  in  consequence,  chosen  respectively  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  and  Mr.  Prinsep,  they  have  awarded  that  the  obliga¬ 
tion  to  receive  the  buildings  etc.,  at  Pultah  is  binding 
Consultation  26th  upon  the  Company;  and  fixed  the  sum  to  be  paid  to 

January.  Mr.  Prinsep  as  the  value  of  them  at  (Arcot  rupees 

2,14,047)  two  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  and  forty  seven  Arcot  rupees, 
with  interest  from  the  15th  of  February  1783. 


5.  The  Board  of  Trade  having  already  written  to  you  an  account 

of  this  transaction  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  their 
26th  January.  letters  and  to  our  consultations  where  you  will  find 

the  subject  fully  stated. 


6.  We  have  advised  you  from  time  to  time  of  the  ships,  according  to 
the  following  list,  having  received  cargoes  on  board;  and  the  amount  of 
their  invoices  is  particularly  specified  opposite  to  the  name  of  each,  viz.. 


Resolution 

Rodney 

Busbridge 

Worcester 

W  interton 

Norfolk 

jdi  t  las  ...  ...  ... 

Barwell 

Belmont 

Halswell  ...  ... 

Ceres  ...  ...  ... 

'J,  '’albot  •»<  ...  ... 

Lord  Macartney  ... 

Pigot  ...  ...  ... 

...  ...  ... 

Warren  Hastings 

and  the  Earl  of  Oxford  cargoe  will  be  more  than 


» 


16,34,740 

16,56,500 

54,000 

1545.700 
14,16,800 
13,54,000 
14,07,500 
1443,900 
14,08,700 

i3>57>S5o 

13,03400 

14.15.700 
11,07,790 

4.18.600 

13.71.985 

12.69.600 
12,00,000 


Total  2,13,65,565 


7.  Thus  the  Board  of  Trade  have  shipped  and  dispatched,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  months,  goods  the  prime  cost  of  which  amounts  to  current 
rupees  (8,13,65,565),  twenty  one  millions  three  hundred  and  sixty  live 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  five,  which  rated  at  ss.  id.  per  current 
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rupee  is  (£stg.  2,225,579-13-9)  two  millions  two  hundred  and  iwent)  live 
thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy  nine  pounds  sterling. 


8.  We  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  Board  o£  Trade,  pass  over  this  subject 
without  expressing  the  high  sense  we  entertain  of  their  diligence  in' 

effecting  the  early  dispatch  of  so  many  of  the  Honour- 
20th  February.  abie  Company’s  ships  this  season,  and  we  hope  their 

exertions  will  appear  to  you,  as  it  does  to  us,  deserving  your  approbation 
and  favor. 


9.  In  order  that  you  may  regulate  the  quantity  of  tonnage  to  be 
sent  here  for  the  investment  of  1784/5  we  think  it  necessary  to  acquaint 

you  that  we  have  resolved  to  allott  the  sum  of  one 
20th  February.  cr0re  of  rupees  for  it,  and  we  have  accordingly  called 

on  the  Board  of  Trade  to  furnish  us  with  an  account  of  the  balance  re¬ 
maining  from  the  last  year’s  investment,  that  we  may  compleat  the  sum 
of  one  crore  by  advance  from  our  treasury,  allowing  them  the  proceeds  of 
their  import  sales  as  a  fund  for  the  expences  of  their  establishment. 


10.  We  have  restricted  the  provision  of  raw  silk  for  1784/5  to  fifteen 
lacks  of  rupees,  the  quantity  of  the  present  year’s  investment;  and  have 
notified  to  the  Board  of  Trade  that  these  resolutions  are  revokable  only 
by  such  orders  as  we  may  receive  from  you. 


11.  Considering  the  great  risk  to  which  the  Honourable  Company’s 
investment  is  exposed  if  sent  from  hence  after  the  10th  March,  we  have 

been  induced  to  resolve  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford  shall 
20  t  ruary.  ke  tke  last  ship  dispatched  this  season,  and  we  hope 

this  will  be  effected  within  the  charterparty  period. 


12.  In  obedience  to  the  commands  conveyed  to  us  in  your  letter  of 
27th  March  1783  we  directed  our  Civil  Paymaster  to  call  upon  the 

Attorneys  of  Messieurs  Barwell  and  Francis  to  return 
27th  January.  the  sums  overpaid  to  them.  Our  Consultation 

will  shew  you  the  result  of  these  requisitions,  and  we  are  under  the 
necessity  of  referring  you  to  these  gentlemen  in  Europe,  who  we  doubt 
not  will  readily  hold  themselves  responsible  should  you  think  it  necessary 
to  persist  in  the  demand. 


13.  We  have  likewise  called  upon  the  Attorneys  of  Major  Fairfax 
to  return  to  the  Military  Paymaster  General  the  pay  and  allowances 

received  on  account  of  that  gentleman  since  his 
absence  from  Bengal,  and  we  have  the  pleasure  to 
acquaint  you  that  the  Governor  General  has  pledged  himself  in  case  of 
a  refusal  on  their  part  to  pay  the  amount  himself. 


27th  January. 


14.  You  were  informed  by  our  letter  of  the  9th  instant  of  the  mea¬ 
sures  we  had  adopted  for  reducing  the  expences  of  your  military  estab¬ 
lishment  In  consequence  of  the  near  approach  of  the  detachment  that 
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has  been  fox'  some  years  on  the  western  side  of  India;  and  that  this  reduc¬ 
tion  may  be  completed  we  have  repeatedlj,  and  in  the  xnost  urgent  manner, 
requested  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George  to  ireturn  to  these  provinces 
the  Bengal  troops  serving  in  the  Carnatic. 

15.  We  have  remitted  to  Fort  St.  George  bills  of  exchange  to  the 
amount  of  3,50,000  sicca  rupees,  which  we  hope  is  a  sufficient  suin  to  pay 
up  so  much  of  the  arrears  due  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  detachment 
as  will  enable  them  to  quit  that  Presidenc),  and  we  shall  send  an  addi¬ 
tional  supply  for  their  relief  to  Masulipatam. 

16.  The  state  of  the  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows: 


Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ... 

Khalsah 

Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 
Sicca  rupees  50,000  o  o 
Khalsah 

Sicca  rupees  5,10,085  14  9 

Mint 

General  Treasury  ... 

Khalsah 


Balance  account  deposits 

Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 
Mayor’s  Court 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has 
ceased  by  publick  adver¬ 
tisement 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent  ... 

4  per  cent  remittance  loan 

Annuities 


31,495  15  11 
56,151  14  10 

-  57,644 14  9 


58,000  o  o 
243,699 10  9 

— -  3,01,699 10  9 


1,45,511 15  5 
*  *  • 

-  1,45,511 15  5 

Current  rupees  5,04,856  8  11 
8,45,171  13  3 
1,20,161  13  9 


45,117  o  8 
1,65,49,056  5  8 

33,67,3®°  0  0 

45,920  o  o 

- - -  2,09,72,787  1  4 


Fort  William, 

the  28th  February  1784. 


We  have  the  honour  to  be 
Honourable  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servants. 


J9 

LETTER  DATED  15  MARCH  1784 


Madras  distressed  by  the  embargo  laid  on  the  export  of  rice—appi 

ciaiion  of  the  services  of  Mr.  Larkins,  the  Accountant  General numb 

of  supernumerary  army  officers  to  be  reduced— Major  Wray  restored 
his  rank  after  being  dismissed  by  court  martial — promotion  of  senu 
infantry  officers  without  increase  in  pay. 

GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 

1  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourabl 

United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indie 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1.  We  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  by  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  no 
under  dispatch,  that  your  letters  in  this  Department,  per  Swallow  of  lot 
and  24th  September  1783,  together  with  the  papers,  as  per  list  of  packe 
were  received  on  the  12  th  instant. 

2.  The  amount  of  the  cargoe  per  Earl  of  Oxford  is,  as  per  invoio 
current  rupees  12,32,350. 

3.  The  President  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George  having  thougl 
proper  to  alter  the  destination  of  the  Swallow  the  letters  above  referre 
to  were  forwarded  to  this  place  by  a  country  vessel,  and  we  understam 
although  from  private  advices,  that  Captain  Bendy  sailed  for  Mangaloi 
on  the  25th  ultimo. 

4.  The  Fox  quitted  her  pilot  on  the  25th  ultimo,  and  the  Wane 
Hastings  the  7th  instant. 

5.  A  duplicate  of  our  letter  per  Warren  Hastings  is  now  dispatche 
to  you  with  our  proceedings  and  index  for  the  month  of  February,  togeth< 
with  the  several  papers  as  per  list  of  packet. 

6.  In  our  letter  of  9th  February  we  advised  you  of  our  applicatio 
to  the  Government  of  Batavia  for  a  supply  of  grain  from  the  island  < 
Java,  and  the  ports  to  the  eastward,  for  the  settlement  of  Fort  St.  Georg 
which  (with  the  large  quantities  of  rice  which  would  be  shipped  durir 
the  North  East  Monsoon  from  the  Sircars  and  the  Maratta  countries  t 
the  northward  and  from  the  southern  districts  of  the  Carnatic  when  tb 
monsoon  changed)  we  hoped  would  afford  them  a  relief  nearly  equal  t 
their  wants;  and  we  were  confirmed  in  this  idea  by  the  constant  advici 
we  received  from  Madras,  of  the  low  price  of  grain  there  even  long  aftc 
the  embareo  on  its  exportation  from  this  port  was  known  to  have  take 
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has  been  fox'  some  years  on  the  western  side  of  India;  and  that  this  reduc¬ 
tion  may  be  completed  we  have  repeatedlj,  and  in  the  xnost  urgent  manner, 
requested  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George  to  ireturn  to  these  provinces 
the  Bengal  troops  serving  in  the  Carnatic. 

15.  We  have  remitted  to  Fort  St.  George  bills  of  exchange  to  the 
amount  of  3,50,000  sicca  rupees,  which  we  hope  is  a  sufficient  suin  to  pay 
up  so  much  of  the  arrears  due  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  detachment 
as  will  enable  them  to  quit  that  Presidenc),  and  we  shall  send  an  addi¬ 
tional  supply  for  their  relief  to  Masulipatam. 

16.  The  state  of  the  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows: 


Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ... 

Khalsah 

Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 
Sicca  rupees  50,000  o  o 
Khalsah 

Sicca  rupees  5,10,085  14  9 

Mint 

General  Treasury  ... 

Khalsah 


Balance  account  deposits 

Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 
Mayor’s  Court 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has 
ceased  by  publick  adver¬ 
tisement 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent  ... 

4  per  cent  remittance  loan 

Annuities 


Fort  William, 

the  58th  February  1784. 


31,495  15  11 
56,151  14  10 

-  57,644 14  9 


58,000  o  o 
243,699 10  9 

— -  3,01,699 10  9 


1,45,511 15  5 
*  *  • 

-  1,45,511 15  5 

Current  rupees  5,04,856  8  11 
8,45,171  13  3 
1,20,161  13  9 


45,117  o  8 
1,65,49,056  5  8 

33,67,3®°  0  0 

45,920  o  o 

- - -  2,09,72,787  1  4 


We  have  the  honour  to  be 
Honourable  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servants. 
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securing  the  remittance  o£  his  property  to  Europe  have  induced  us  to  com¬ 
ply  with  a  request  made  by  that  gentleman  that  the  amount  due  on  bonds, 
which  he  had  taken  for  sums  received  on  account  of  the  commission 
granted  to  him  on  the  30th  March  1781,  might  be  transferred  to  the  remit¬ 
tance  loan  advertized  on  the  30th  October  1783,  for  which  bills  are  not 
to  be  granted  till  the  1st  February  1785. 


13.  You  have  been  informed  by  our  repeated  testimonies  of  the 
services  rendered  the  Company  by  Mr.  Larkins,  and  we  hope  the  circum¬ 
stances  mentioned  in  his  letter  will  make  him  appear  to  you  highly 

deserving  of  this  indulgence,  and  induce  you  to  signify 
your  approval  by  accepting  the  bills  which  will  be 
drawn  on  you  in  his  favor.  We  beg  leave  to  refer 
}Ou  to  the  minutes  entered  individually  by  the  members  of  our  Board 
on  this  occasion. 


Consultation  20th 
Febiuary. 


14.  The  Reverend  Doctor  James  Burn,  our  Senior  Chaplain,  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  Europe  in  the  Earl  of  Oxford  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 

15.  We  are  sorry,  from  such  a  cause,  to  be  deprived  of  the  services 
of  that  gentleman  who  has  lived  long  amongst  us,  respected  and  beloved 
for  his  exemplary  character  and  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  station. 
Led  equally  from  a  sense  of  justice  and  esteem  to  bear  this  testimony  to 
his  merit  we  cannot  refrain  also  expressing  our  solicitude  for  his  future 
welfare,  and  therefore  embrace  this  opportunity  of  warmly  recommending 
him  to  your  patronage  and  support,  whether  it  should  be  his  inclination 
to  seek  church  preferment  at  home  or  to  return  to  his  station  in  this 
country  on  the  reestablishment  of  his  health. 

16.  Mr.  Hugh  Baillie,  one  of  your  civil  servants  upon  the  establish¬ 
ment,  has  requested  our  permission  to  resign  the  Honourable  Company's 
service  on  account  of  his  ill  state  of  health,  and  to  settle  his  private  affairs 
in  England.  We  have  granted  his  request  and  he  now  proceeds  to 
Europe  by  the  Earl  of  Oxford .  Considering  this  gentleman  deserving 
your  favorable  attention  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  you. 

17.  We  are  concerned  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Tierney, 
in  your  civil  service,  who  had  attended  the  late  Commander  in  Chief 
during  all  the  campaigns  in  the  Carnatic  as  his  Secretary,  and  Paymaster 
to  the  Bengal  Detachment  serving  with  him. 

18.  As  the  disbursements  to  this  part  of  your  army  were  of  a  very 
intricate  nature  we  thought  it  necessary  to  appoint  a  person  to  succeed 
him,  who  was  acquainted  with  his  accounts.  We  accordingly  nominated 
Mr.  Tyler,  of  the  Madras  establishment,  who  had  been  employed  in  Sir 
Eyre  Coote’s  family  under  Mr.  Tierney  and  had  been  particularly  recom¬ 
mended  to  our  favorable  notice  by  the  General;  and  we  have  the  pleasure 
to  inform  you  that  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George  acquiesced 
iq.  our  motives  and  confirmed  the  appointment. 
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19*  In  our  letter,  per  A  evbuddu,  oi  the  29th  September  1785  (paius. 
51  ami  52),  we  stated  the  xeasons  which  induced  us  particular!)  to  request 
that  you  would  not  send  out  any  more  cadets  for  this  establishment. 


so.  The  number  of  supernumerary  officers  occasioned  b>  the  late 
reduction,  which  will  be  materially  encrcased  when  the  Bejngaij  Detach¬ 
ment  serving  in  the  Carnatic  returns  to  these  provinces,  renders  the 
aPP°*ntment  any  additional  officers  totally  unnecessary  for  two  yeais  to 
come;  and  the  expence  of  our  militaiy  establishment  makes  this  an  object 
deserving  your  most  serious  attention. 


21.  We  must  therefore  in  the  six  digest  terms  repeat  our  request 
that  no  more  cadets  may  be  sent  out  till  the  number  of  officeis  shall  be 
considerably  reduced.  Indeed  our  establishment  is  now  so  burthened,  in 
this  respect,  that  we  had  it  very  lately  in  contemplation  to  grant  leave  of 
absence  to  such  of  your  officers  as  wished  to  return  to  Europe  for  two 
or  three  years  upon  their  pay  (without  batta)  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
lessening  the  unsupportable  expence  of  so  great  a  number  of  super¬ 
numerary,  and  consequently  useless,  officers. 


22.  We  beg  leave  to  request  your  particular  attention  to  the  case 
of  Major  Henry  [Wray]  who  was  dismissed  from  your  military  service  by 
the  sentence  of  a  court  martial  held  at  Futty  Ghur  on  the  8th  July  1783. 


23.  The  proceedings  at  this  trial  appearing  to  us  irregular  we  referred 

Consultations,  t^Lt  [case]  of  Major  Wray  to  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
2 3rd  February  and  [Court],  and  in  consequence  of  their  opinion,  which 
22nd  December.  yOU  find  recorded  in  our  consultations,  we  restored 

him  to  his  rank  and  command  in  the  service. 


24.  Having  in  consequence  [. . .]  reference  which  we  found  it  neces¬ 

sary  to  [make]  to  the  Advocate  General  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Donelly,  request¬ 
ed  his  opinion  on  the  [ . ]  question  “[. . .]  we  may  legally  seize  and  send 

home  all  such  persons  as  shall  be  [dismissed]  the  service  by  the  authority 
of  Government  [or  by  the]  sentence  of  a  court  martial”,  we  think  it 

proper  to  request  your  attention  to  his  reply,  and  that 
Consultation  23rd  after  having  submitted  it  to  the  Company's  law  officers 

in  England  we  may  be  favored  with  your  sentiments 
and  instructions  there  for  our  guidance  in  future. 

25.  The  Commander  in  Chief  having  recommended  a  promotion  in 

the  artillery  corps  to  fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  by 
gth  February.  death  and  resignation  we  agreed  to  his  recommenda¬ 

tion,  and  made  the  promotion  accordingly. 

26.  General  Stibbert  has  also  in  consequence  of  the  earnest  solicita¬ 

tions  of  several  of  the  senior  captains  and  subalterns 
9th  February.  0£  £nfantry  recommended  that  fifteen  of  the  former 

and  twenty  one  of  the  latter  shall  be  indulged  with  advanced  rank  but 
without  any  increase  of  pay  or  allowances. 
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27.  Considering  the  claims  of  these  gentlemen  (the  captains  having 
*rved  sixteen  years  and  the  subalterns  more  than  twelve),  the  disagree- 
ble  apprehensions,  from  which  they  could  not  divest  themselves,  of  being 
iperceded  by  the  officers  in  His  Majesty’s  service,  either  by  an  incorpora- 
on  at  the  conclusion  of  the  War,  or  [by]  being  employed  together,  and 
nowing  that  [it  is]  an  established  rule  in  the  King’s  army  and,  [we 
elieve,  in  every  other  in  Europe  to  grant  advance  rank  without  additiona 
ay  as  a  reward  for  long  and  faithful  services,  the  majority  of  Board 
cquiesced  in  the  recommendation  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  passed 
le  promotions. 


28.  A  powerful  [inducement]  for  acquiescence  is  an  idea  that  you 
>uld  not  [....]  by  your  restrictive  orders  on  this  subject  to  refuse  your 
fficers  of  so  flattering  a  recompence,  particularly  when  it  is  done  without 
ny  additional  expence  to  the  Company,  and  when  you  [observed]  that 
lany  of  these  officers  had  been  employed  on  the  most  severe  service  during 
re  late  [wars]  in  the  Bombay  and  Madrass  detachments,  and  under 
lolonels  Muir,  Camac  and  Popham,  we  hope  our  granting  them  this 
idulgence  will  meet  your  approbation. 


29.  Soon  after  the  promotion  [ . ]  Stables  gave  in  a 

minute  [ . ]  respect  to  him  in  an  addition 

Consultation  27th  r . ]  f-fie  fjst  0£  officers,  after  it  [ . 

ebruary.  l  j  l 

circulation,  our  Secretary  deeming  it  [ . 

is  justification  to  remove  the  [ . ]  alteration  in  [ . 

. ]  requested  General  Stibbert  to  [ . ] 

e  has  done  as  will  [ . ]  subject  sent  home 

. ]  of  [the  packets.] 


30.  With  him  we  have  received  a  report  from  the  Company  for  it 

. ]  of  the  issue  of  the  suit  [ . ]  for 

is  share  of  the  prize  money  [ . ]  him  at  [Bidzighur]  by  which 

>u  [ . ]  receive  a  decree  has  been  [obtained]  in  [favour]  of  the 

tompany  [with  costs]  of  suit  and  [ . . ]  to  be  made 

a  the  [ . ]  Balfour  the  amount  in  [...] 

. ]  The  subject  was  mentioned  [ . ]  our  letter  of  the 

jth  July,  and  [ . * . ]  record  in  consultations 

n  [ . ]  of  the  Board  of 

[....]  ebruary.  j* . . . j  jn  j- . ]  appointed  [by] 

. \ .  to  consider  the  [ . ]  officers  who  applied 

.  in  consequence  of  the  [ . ]  transmitted  by  the  Com- 

uttee  of  [ .  field  officers,  division  [ . ]  on  the  spot 

. ] 


51.  [ . . . ]  Lieutenant 

rail  having  [obtained]  our  [permission]  to  resign  the  service  [ . ]  to 

. ]  on  the  Warren  Hastings . 

3*.  The  former  of  these  gentlemen  was  obliged  to  quit  this  country 
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for  [the  recovery]  of  his  health,  and  from  our  opinion  of  his  merits  we  are 
induced  to  add  our  recommendation  to  that  of  the  Commander  in  Chief 
in  his  favor. 

33.  The  motive  assigned  by  Lieutenant  Gall  for  proceeding  to 

England  is  that  of  soliciting  you  to  fix  his  rank  in  the  army,  his  name 
having  been  omitted  in  the  list  of  [ . ]  1781. 

34.  The  state  of  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows: 


Ready  money 


General  Treasury 
Khalsah 

t  «  •  •  $  0 

t  •  •  #  *  • 

*6,6  [ . J 

H3.3  [ . ] 

[ . 

. ] 

Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 
Sicca  rupees 
Khalsah  do. 

50,000  0  0 
66,891  11  9 

58,  { . ] 

11  [ . 1  6-6 

[ . 

. ] 

Unsorted  treasure 

Khalsah 
From  Burdwan 

Rupees  1,828  6  o 

Valued  at  10  per  cent  better  than  current  rupees  2811 

Current  rupees  277  [ . ] 


Balance  account  deposits 
Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 
Mayor’s  Court 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has 
ceased  by  publick  adver¬ 
tisement 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent 
4  per  cent  remittance  loan 


76.577  7  8 
1,20,161  13  9 


[?]45,u7  0  8 

1,65,49,056  5  8 
16,96,680  0  0 


] 


We  have  the  honor  to  be 

Fort  William,  Honourable  Sirs, 

the  15th  March  1784.  Your  most  obedient  humble  servants. 
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Retrenchment  in  the  Bengal  troops  sewing  in  the  West  of  India 
Colonel  Morgan's  work  praised. 


GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 


1.  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you,  via  Fort  St.  George,  the  dupli¬ 
cate  of  our  advices  per  Earl  of  Oxford ,,  and  triplicate  of  those  per  Warren 
Hastings. 


2.  Colonel  Charles  Morgan  whom,  as  you  have  been  already  advised, 
we  appointed  on  the  15th  April  1782  to  command  the  detachment  of  the 

Bengal  troops  serving  in  the  West  of  India  returned 
]anuary.ltatl0n  ^  t^iat  detachment  to  Etayah  on  the  59th  ultimo, 

and  on  that  day,  in  conformity  to  our  resolutions,  it 
was  reduced,  and  the  six  battalions  composing  it  posted  to  the  different 
brigades. 


3-  The  Colonel  upon  his  arrival  in  Calcutta  addressed  a  letter  to 
us,  of  which  we  transmit  you  a  copy,  requesting  our  permission  to  resign 
the  Honourable  Company’s  service,  which  we  have  granted. 

4.  The  strict  attention  this  officer  has  paid  to  our  orders,  and  to 
the  special  objects  of  his  appointment,  has  been  so  satisfactory,  and 
followed  by  such  considerable  reductions  in  the  public  expence,  that  we 
cannot,  in  justice  to  him,  avoid  affording  this  testimony  of  the'  great  service 
which  he  has  rendered  the  Company,  and  expressing  our  highest  approba¬ 
tion  of  his  conduct,  at  the  same  time  that  we  lament  Colonel  Morgan’s 
ill  state  of  health  should  be  the  means  of  depriving  your  service  of  so 
valuable  an  officer. 

5.  For  your  more  particular  information  we  send  you,  numbers  in  the 
packet.  Colonel  Morgan’s  letter  with  its  enclosures;  and  avail  ourselves 
of  his  offer  to  carry  our  dispatches  to  you. 

6.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford 
quitted  her  pilot  on  the  54th  instant. 


Fort  William, 
1st  April  1784. 


We  are  etc. 
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LETTER  DATED  23  AUGUST  1784 

* 

Loss  of  the  Major  dtte  to  fire — the  1785/6  Investment — improvement 
in  the  grain  situation  at  Madras — complaint  of  Fort  St .  George  against 
Bengal  Government  for  not  supplying  them  money  unjustifid — mutiny  of 
the  cavalry  in  the  Carnatic — scarcity  of  grain  in  Bombay  and  Tellicherry — 
steps  taken  to  increase  the  supply  of  specie  to  Fort  Marlborough 
— measures  to  make  up  for  the  toss  sustained  by  the  Government  on 
account  of  paying  compensation  to  sufferers  of  the  embargo — King  of 
Rhio’s  proposal  that  an  English  factory  be  established  in  his  land  accepted 
— Dr.  Roivland  Jackson’s  widow  applies  for  pension  from  Lord  Clive*. s 
Fund . 


GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 

TP  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 


Honourable  Sirs, 

1.  We  avail  ourselves  of  an  opportunity  afforded  by  a  Danish  ship, 
the  Copenhagen 9  of  conveying  to  you  from  this  Department  a  short 
account  of  such  transactions  as  have  happened  since  our  last  dispatches 
of  the  15th  March,  of  which  we  enclosed  \ou  a  triplicate. 

2.  The  Earl  of  Oxford  quitted  her  pilot  on  the  24th  March,  and 
by  a  letter  from  Captain  White,  dated  16th  April,  we  learn  he  was  on 
that  day  in  latitude  7°~46'  N.,  all  well. 

3.  Since  closing  the  dispatches  per  Oxford  we  have  had  the  honor 

to  receive  your  commands  of  the: 

10th  and  24th  September  per  Swallow  on  the  12th  March 

Duplicate  24th  September  per  Eurydtce  on  the  29th  March 
23rd  December  per  Berrington  on  the  4th  July 
Duplicate  December  per  Valentine  on  the  26th  July 
Triplicate  December  per  Hillsborough  on  the  9th  August,  and  that 
of  the  28th  January  per  Mansfield  on  the  16th  August. 

4.  A  particular  reply  to  these  advices  will  be  forwarded  by  the  first 

of  the  Company’s  ships,  to  be  dispatched  the  ensuing  season,  which  we 
suppose  will  arrive  in  Europe  nearly  as  soon  as  the  Copen  u!^c 

this  idea  we  avoid  writing  you  so  fully  at  present  as  we  should  other¬ 
wise  do. 

5.  We  are  concerned  to  inform  you  of  the  total  loss  by  fire  of  the 
Honourable  Company’s  ship  Major  whilst  laying  off  Culpee.  By  a  ettei 
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Captain  Arthur  received  from  Mr.  Burfoot  the  chief 
M^nSUltatlCm  5th  officer,  who  was  on  board  at  the  time,  it  seems  this 

melancholy  event  happened  in  fumigating  the  ship, 
and  by  the  same  letter  we  learn  that  in  twenty  minutes  after  the  Major 
took  fire  she  blew  up  and  was  totally  destroyed.  We  are  happy  to 
inform  you  that  very  few  lives  were  lost  by  this  unfortunate  accident,  and 
that  there  was  no  other  cargo  on  board  belonging  to  the  Honourable 
Company  than  the  usual  quantity  of  saltpetre  and  red  wood  for  ballast. 


6.  In  the  consultation  noted  in  the  margin  a  protest  is  recorded 
from  Captain  Arthur  against  us  for  “not  dispatching  the  Major  for  Eng- 

Consultation  and  land  in  due  time.”  When  this  protest  was  received 
June.  we  ordered  the  charterparty  of  the  Major,  together 

with  all  the  circumstances  respecting  this  ship's  detention  in  India,  to  be 
laid  before  the  Advocate  General,  desiring  him  to  point  out  the  necessary 

steps  to  be  taken,  should  any  be  thought  so.  His 
junenSUltatl°n  *4th  rePty  however  was  “that  it  did  not  appear  to  him 

that  the  Governor  General  and  Council  were  called 
upon  to  take  any  measures  in  consequence  of  Captain  Arthur’s  protest.” 

7.  In  our  letter  of  the  59th  November  1783  we  informed  you  that 
we  had  resolved  to  dispatch  the  Nassau  to  Bombay  (with  saltpetre  on 
the  Company’s  account)  to  be  returned  here  so  as  to  proceed  to  Europe, 
in  the  course  of  the  season  from  Bengal.  You  will  be  advised  from  the 
Bombay  Presidency  that  the  destination  of  this  ship  is  altered  to  China,  a 
circumstance  perfectly  satisfactory  to  us  as  the  supracargoes  at  Canton 
are  in  great  want  of  tonnage,  and  we  are  likely  to  have  two  or  three  ships 
more  than  we  shall  be  able  to  occupy. 

8.  To  prevent  the  loss  the  Company  must  inevitably  sustain  by  some 
of  your  chartered  ships  lying  here  unemployed  at  a  very  heavy  demurrage 
we  have  written  to  the  gentlemen  at  Bombay  desiring  that  they  will  not 
send  us  the  Europa  or  Glatton,  as  they  intended,  instead  of  the  Nassau , 
and  recommended  them  to  order  all  the  ships  for  which  they  have  not 
cargoes  for  Europe  direct  to  China.  The  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George 
has  also  been  requested  to  send  to  China  any  ships  that  may  call  therefrom 
in  their  way  to  Bengal. 

9.  The  Company’s  ships  now  in  this  river  are  the  Southampton , 
Besborough,  Berrington,  Valentine,  Hillsborough  and  Earl  of  Mansfield . 

10.  Those  expected  are  the  Vansittart  from  Batavia,  the  Hinchin - 
brooke  from  Bombay  and  Earl  Cornwallis  from  Europe. 

11.  We  have  not  yet  fixed  the  order  and  time  of  the  departure  of 
these  ships  but  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  doing  it,  and  we  hope 
the  tifoard  of  Trade  will  be  able  to  load  and  dispatch  the  whole  within 
the  period  fixed  by  charterparty. 

1?,  Our  letter,  of  the  28th  February  advised  you  of  our  having 
resolved  to  appropriate  one  crore  of  sicca  rupees  for  the  investment  of 
1785/6  with  our  resolutions  in  consequence,  which  we  had  made  revocable 
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only  in  obedience  to  any  commands  we  might  receive  from  you,  it  is 
therefore  only  necessary  to  advise  you  by  this  conveyance  that  not  having 
received  any  instructions  from  you  on  this  subject  no  alteration  has  taken 
place  in  these  resolutions. 

13.  The  supracargoes  at  Canton  have  represented  to  us  that  they 
had  engaged  cargoes  for  a  considerable  number  of  ships,  and  pointed  out 
the  ill  consequences  of  detaining  or  diverting  the  destination  of  those 
intended  for  that  voyage,  which  they  attribute  to  our  concluding  they 
would  be  unable  to  provide  cargoes  without  assistance  from  us,  at  the 
same  time  urging  the  necessity  for  our  affording  them  every  supply  which 
the  exigencies  of  the  Company's  affairs  would  admit. 

14.  In  reply  we  informed  them  that  the  reason  for  the  detention  of 
the  China  ships  proceeded  from  their  arriving  on  the  Coast  so  late  as  to 
make  the  passage  to  China  impracticable  that  season,  in  consequence  of 
which  they  had  been  employed  in  conveying  stores  and  provisions  to  the 
several  Presidencies,  but  that  the  whole  now  remaining  in  India  would 
(we  understood)  be  dispatched  for  Canton  in  the  course  of  the  season. 
We  have  already  mentioned  our  letters  to  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay 
on  this  subject. 

15.  The  distress  of  this  Government  from  our  exertions  to  support 
so  long  and  expensive  a  war  deprived  us  of  the  means  of  furnishing  a 
supply  of  treasure  this  season  to  Canton,  but  we  have  given  your  supra¬ 
cargoes  assurances  that  we  would  gladly  afford  all  the  aid  in  our  power 
for  the  provision  of  the  next  year's  investment,  and  we  requested  them  to 
endeavour  to  point  out  some  mode  for  effecting  this  end,  less  destructive 
to  the  currency  of  Bengal  than  that  of  exporting  specie  and  less  objec¬ 
tionable  to  them  than  the  methods  we  were  obliged  to  adopt  in  1782. 

16.  We  are  happy  that  the  quantity  of  grain  thrown  into  Madrass, 
in  consequence  of  the  reestablishment  of  peace,  made  the  failure  of  the 
intended  very  large  supplies  (which  the  scarcity  in  Bengal  obliged  us  to 
deprive  them  of)  so  little  felt  that  the  price  even  in  a  time  of  the  greatest 
plenty  is  seldom  so  low  as  it  has  been  since  our  last  dispatches  to  you, 
and  as  the  precautions  we  have  taken  and  the  favorable  prospects  from 
the  approaching  crops  have  removed  the  apprehensions  of  famine  in 
Bengal,  though  we  do  not  yet  think  it  prudent  to  take  off  the  embargo, 
we  have  hopes  of  being  able  to  afford  a  supply  during  the  next  season, 
which  with  those  expected  from  other  quarters  will  be  fully  adequate  to 
the  consumption  of  that  Presidency. 

17.  The  want  of  cash  (which  this  quarter  has  felt  to  a  most  disr 
tressing  degree)  obliged  the  Government  of  Madras  to  draw  upon  4s  to 
an  enormous  amount,  their  bills  from  the  1st  of  April  last  year  to  the 
present  time  exceeding  on  an  average  4,58,6370-3  rupees  per  month,  and 
appearing  to  encrease  rather  than  diminish. 

We  have  pointed  out  the  ill  effects  of  thus  imposing  so  constant 
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and  at  the  same  time  so  heavy  a  burthen  upon  our  treasury,  which  antici¬ 
pates  our  receipt  and  consequently  deprives  us  of  the  power  of  making 
such  applications  of  our  resources  as  the  immediate  demands  of  the 
different  Presidencies,  who  must  be  supplied  by  us,  necessarily  require. 

18.  The  frequent  representations  of  their  distress  and  pressing 
demands  for  further  supplies  have  prevented  us,  notwithstanding  our  own 
difficulties,  from  restraining  the  Government  of  Fort  St.  George  in  their 
drafts  upon  us,  though  the  absolute  necessity  for  such  a  measure  has 
frequently  claimed  our  serious  attention.  We  continue  to  accept  their 
bills. 


19.  It  is  with  much  concern  we  still  observe  these  representations 
mingled  with  reproaches  and  complaints  of  want  of  attention  in  us  to 
their  distresses,  which  we  are  really  incapable  of  relieving  in  a  greater 
degree  than  we  have  done,  and  which  we  have  the  mortification  of  seeing 
our  own  Government  equally  participate.  That  we  have  not  been 
insensible  to  the  claims  from  the  Carnatic  our  unremitted  exertions  since 
the  commencement  of  the  war  afford  convincing  proofs;  we  have  never 
witheld  a  supply  it  was  in  our  power  to  furnish,  nor  did  we  even 
communicate  the  distress  of  our  provinces  without  endeavouring  at 
the  same  time  to  avert  the  ill  consequences  of  that  distress  to  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  Madrass.  You  will  please  to  observe,  that  notwithstanding  the 
general  representations  of  the  administration  of  Fort  St.  George  concerning 
their  want  of  resources  and  the  scantiness  of  our  supplies,  that  they 
have  never  complied  with  our  repeated  injunctions  to  transmit  us  regular 
accounts  of  their  receipts  and  disbursements  and  the  state  of  their  arrears, 
accounts  which  alone  could  enable  us  to  distribute  with  equal  justice 
any  overplus  of  resource  that  we  could  afford  to  the  other  Presidencies. 

30.  The  measures  we  have  taken,  in  consequence  of  advices,  respect¬ 
ing  the  mutiny  of  the  cavalry  in  the  Carnatic1,  and  the  dispatch  of  treasure 
by  His  Majesty's  sloop  the  Lizard,  with  all  the  circumstances  of  the  march 
and  subsequent  detention  by  the  rains  of  the  detachment  under  Colonel 
Pearse2  will  be  communicated  to  you  from  the  Secret  Department. 

21.  On  the  6th  of  March  the  President  and  Council  at  Bombay 
addressed  a  letter  to  us  respecting  the  great  distress  that  settlement  and 
the  factory  at  Tellicherry  were  in  for  rice,  and  urging  us  to  endeavour 
to  effect  their  relief  by  every  means  in  our  power. 

%%.  We  referred  this  letter  to  the  Committee  of  Grain  for  their 
opinion  of  the  best  method  of  sending  a  supply  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  and  of  the  quantity  which  we  could  be  able  to  spare  from  hence 
without  danger  to  these  provinces. 

23.  The  Committee  in  reply  acquainted  us  that  the  accounts  they 
had  received  regarding  the  harvests  of  the  last  season  and  the  quantity 

of  grain  in  store  in  the  provinces  had  not  tended  in 
Consultation  5th  any  degree  to  alter  the  opinion,  they  had  communi- 

cated  to  us  on  the  24th  of  February,  of  the  necessity 
for  continuing  the  embargo;  on  the  contrary  they  were  induced  to  repeat 
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that  they  did  not  think  any  considerable  exports  could  yet  be  afforded 
from  these  provinces  with  due  regard  to  the  future  welfare  of  the  country, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants. 


24.  They  were  however  of  opinion  that  30,000  bags  might  be  spared 
from  the  Company’s  stores  without  much  danger.  We  accordingly  resolved 
to  dispatch  that  quantity  without  loss  of  time,  and  directed  them  to 
advertize  for  proposals  for  its  immediate  transportation  either  to  Bombay 
or  Tellicherry.  In  consequence  of  which  they  engaged  vessels  to  convey 
this  supply  at  the  rate  of  sicca  rupees  6  and  6-6  per  bag.  As  the  season 
of  the  year  made  it  requisite  that  the  ships  who  undertook  this  passage 
should  be  strong  and  well  found  we  directed  the  Master  Attendant  to 
examine  each  of  them,  previous  to  their  being  engaged  for  this  service. 

25.  The  great  plenty  and  low  price  of  grain  at  Madrass  at  this  period 
held  out  a  prospect  of  being  able  to  supply  a  considerable  quantity  from 
that  place  as  the  merchants  who  had  collected,  as  we  understood,  a  large 
quantity  of  rice  from  the  Sircars  would  gladly  change  its  destination  to 
the  relief  of  Bombay  or  Tellicherry. 

26.  We  therefore  advertized  for  proposals  for  the  delivery  of  50,000 
bags  at  either  of  these  places  before  the  1st  of  October  to  be  paid  for  by 
bills  of  exchange  on  this  Government,  and  accepted  all  the  offers  which 
could  be  depended  upon,  in  consequence,  to  the  amount  of  36,000  bags, 
at  the  rates  of  10J  and  it  rupees  per  bag. 

27.  We  have  likewise  accepted  all  the  bills  drawn  upon  us  by  that 
Presidency,  and  omitted  no  opportunity  of  conveying  supplies  to  them 
from  our  treasury. 


28.  You  have  been  already  informed  of  the  steps  we  had  taken, 
previous  to  our  last  dispatches  to  you,  for  supplying  the  Presidency  of 
Fort  Marlborough  in  obedience  to  your  repeated  commands.  Their 
indents  with  a  few  triffling  variations,  which  necessity  obliged  us  to 
make,  had  been  fully  complied  with  except  in  the  article  of  ophium 
of  which  we  had  not  any  on  hand  and  of  specie  which  the  state  of  our 
treasury  did  not  admit  of  our  supplying.  And  bills  from  them  have  been 
accepted  to  the  amount  of  current  rupees  2,04,542-5-8  since  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  last  year. 


29.  The  difficulties  which  the  Presidency  of  Fort  Marlborough  found 
themselves  under  for  a  supply  of  specie  from  here  obliged  them  to  make 
repeated  and  earnest  applications  to  us  on  this  subject.  And  Lieutenant 

Colonel  Murray,  whose  health  and  the  situation  of  his 
Consultation  2nd  private  affairs  rendered  his  making  a  voyage  to  Bengal 

J  ’  necessary,  was  charged  with  a  further  representation 

of  their  distress  and  of  the  necessity  of  some  steps  being  immediately  taken 
for  their  relief. 


go.  Fully  sensible  of  the  urgency  of  their  demands  we  did  not  hesi- 
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tate  in  determining  to  send  them  supplies  to  the  utmost  extent  of  our 

abilities,  but  the  state  of  our  finances  obliged  us  to 
June?SU  tatlon  2nd  attempt  some  new  mode  by  which  we  might  afford 

relief  to  them  without  an  immediate  drain  which  our 
treasury,  pressed  by  bills  and  demands  from  all  parts  of  India,  could  not 
bear. 


31.  For  this  purpose  we  published  an  advertisement  inviting  propo¬ 
sals  for  delivering  at  Fort  Marlborough  50,000  Spanish  dollars  before  the 

31st  of  December,  and  the  like  sum  before  the  31st 
TunenSUltati°n  14th  ^arc*b  t^ie  amount  to  be  issued  in  Patna  ophium 

the  produce  of  the  present  season,  and  we  determined 
to  take  such  precaution  as  should  ensure  the  supply  being  made  in  actual 
specie  to  preclude  any  disappointment  on  that  account. 

35.  None  of  the  proposals  we  received  in  consequence  were  entirely 
Consultation  19th  satisfactory,  but  the  necessity  of  making  a  remittance 

July.  of  specie  induced  us  to  accept  those  which  we  deemed 

most  advantageous. 


33.  We  accordingly  contracted  with  Mr.  John  Ferguson  for  the 

delivery  of  40,000  dollars  before  the  first  period  men- 
Gonsultation  19th  tioned  in  our  advertizement,  and  with  Captain  Dixon 

for  the  delivery  of  10,000  dollars  before  the  31st  of 
March,  under  a  penalty  from  each  in  case  of  failure  of  double  the  value. 


July- 


34.  Mr.  Ferguson  afterwards  proposed,  in  order  to  meet  our  desire 
of  making  as  early  a  remittance  as  possible,  to  pay  the  whole  amount 
of  his  contract  in  bullion  into  our  treasury  here  before  the  1st  of  Septem¬ 
ber  and  deposit  a  policy  of  insurance  against  all  risks  made  at  his  expence, 
and  assigned  to  us  instead  of  giving  the  security  required  and  sending  it 
from  hence  on  his  own  account. 


35.  As  the  Presidency  of  Fort  Marlborough  had  particularly  recom¬ 
mended  to  us  to  send  such  specie  as  we  could  spare  in  rupees  of  the 
peculiar  currency  of  that  place  this  proposal  not  only  afforded  us  an 

opportunity  of  complying  in  that  respect  with  their 
tuiv>nSUltati0n  31St  wishes  but  seemed  to  make  the  remittance  at  once  more 

secure  and  more  expeditious.  We  therefore  agreed  to 
accept  of  the  bullion  as  tendered  by  Mr.  Ferguson  in  fulfillment  of  his 
contract,  which  we  shall  coin  into  the  specie  required  and  dispatch  to  Fort 
Marlborough  on  the  Intelligence,  a  coppered  vessel,  the  property  of  the 
Company. 

36.  The  rest  of  the  supplies  in  bills,  specie,  ophium  and  goods  to 
the  extent  of  st  lacks  of  rupees  will  be  dispatched  by  the  earliest  oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  we  shall  continue  to  accept  such  bills  as  are  drawn  on  us  by 
that  Presidency. 

37.  We  are  happy  that  these  measures  have  anticipated  your  com¬ 
mands  received  per  Mansfield .  You  may  be  assured  that  our  unremitting 
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endeavours  will  be  exerted  in  employing  every  resource  in  our  power  for 
the  relief  of  all  the  other  Presidencies,  the  burthen  of  which  falls  almost 
entirely  upon  us,  and  that  in  the  application  of  them  we  shall  pay  the 

strictest  attention  to  your  orders  and  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
Company. 

During  the  course  of  the  last  15  months  we  have  supplied  the 
several  Presidencies  by  payments  of  their  drafts  and  bills,  specie  and  goods, 
dispatched  from  hence,  to  the  following  amount: 


To  Fort  St.  George 
Bombay 

Fort  Marlborough 


61,34,355  15  3 
8,15,040  7  3 

3  7 


39-  These  heavy  and  incessant  drains  on  an  exhausted  treasury, 
added  to  advances  to  the  Board  of  Trade  and  to  the  expences  of  our 
army  and  other  establishments,  have  driven  us  to  the  necessity  of  a  measure 
it  was  our  wish,  as  much  as  possible,  to  avoid,  that  of  drawing  upon  you. 
Our  treasury  which  was  opened  on  the  50th  of  February  closed,  according 
to  our  resolutions,  on  the  30th  of  April,  and  we  were  obliged  to  open  it 
again  on  the  7th  of  Tune  and  continue  to  let  it  remain  so  to  the  51st 
of  July.  3 

40.  The  amount  received  during  those  periods  for  bills,  which  are 
to  be  granted  in  February  next  upon  you,  is  current  rupees  63,96457. 

41.  The  immense  and  valuable  cargoes  which  were  dispatched  to 
you  in  the  course  of  the  last  season,  and  for  which  you  must  have  an 
extensive  and  favorable  sale  from  the  general  establishment  of  peace  in 
Europe  after  so  long  a  war,  will  we  hope  render  your  acceptance  of  these 
bills  easy,  especially  as  they  contain  an  optional  clause  for  your  postponing 
payment  for  three  years.  At  all  events  we  thought  it  more  for  your  lasting 
interest  and  the  general  good  of  your  service  to  incur  those  drafts  than  by 
a  misplaced  regard  to  the  letter  of  your  orders  to  permit  the  other  Presi¬ 
dencies  to  sink  amidst  their  wants  and  distresses,  which  must  have  been 
the  consequence  of  our  not  keeping  the  treasury  open,  and  had  not  this 
money  been  received  by  us  it  would  have  been  remitted  to  Europe  through 
foreign  channels  to  the  great  prejudice  of  your  sales. 

45.  When  the  state  of  the  country  obliged  us  to  lay  the  embargo  on 
the  exportation  of  grain  several  merchants  who  had  prepared  tonnage  for 
conveying  large  quantities  of  this  article  to  Fort  St.  George  represented 
to  us  the  loss  they  sustained,  and  appealed  to  our  justice  for  relief. 

• 

43.  As  public  necessity  alone  was  the  cause  of  the  prohibition  it 
became  an  important  object  of  our  attention  to  prevent  individuals  suffer¬ 
ing  more  than  a  proportionable  share  of  the  general  calamity. 

44.  You  have  been  already  informed  of  the  compensation  we  made 
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when  the  embargo  was  first  imposed  to  those  who  had  actually  shipped 
grain  and  were  obliged  to  reland  it.  The  merchants  who  had  paid  for 
tonnage  which  our  order  rendered  useless  stood  in  the  same  predicament, 
and  were  equally  entitled  to  indemnification. 

45.  We  accordingly  resolved  that  the  sufferers  by  the  embargo  should 
be  reimbursed  such  sums  as  they  should  prove  by  oath  to  have  been  actual 
losses  sustained  by  them;  and  their  several  claims  were  examined  with  the 
most  scrutinyzing  exactness  by  the  Committee  of  Grain. 

46.  The  sense  of  justice  which  induced  us  to  make  this  compensation 
to  individuals  operated  equally  to  prevent  any  part  of  the  burthen  of  it 
falling  on  the  Company.  To  effect  which,  and  to  divide  as  much  as 
possible  the  loss  amongst  those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  incurred  we 
resolved  to  collect  an  additional  tax  upon  such  articles  as  were  of  most 
general  consumption  till  the  produce  should  amount  to  the  sum  required. 
We  have  fixed  the  rates  of  the  several  taxes  as  equitably  as  possible,  and 
the  measure  was  put  into  immediate  execution. 

47.  The  restoration  of  peace  throughout  India  has  again  afforded 
us  an  opportunity  of  applying  our  time  and  attention  to  effect  every 
possible  reduction  in  the  expence  of  our  establishments,  an  object  which 
we  shall  pursue  with  'unremitting  assiduity. 

48.  In  this  view  the  contract  for  supplying  the  army  with  bullocks 
and  camels  etc.,  became  early  the  subject  of  our  consideration,  and  we 
have  effected  an  alteration  in  the  whole  mode  of  conducting  the  duties 
of  this  Department. 

49.  This  subject  is  of  so  much  importance  that  we  refrain  from 
entering  into  discussion  of  our  proceedings  which  would  exceed  .the  bounds 
of  our  intention  in  addressing  you  at  this  time,  but  that  you  may  be 
possessed  of  complete  information  an  abstract  of  our  proceedings  accom- 
panys  this  letter,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  every  particular 
respecting  the  annulling  and  adjustment  of  the  contract,  and  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Sir  Charles  Blunt,  one  of  your  servants,  to  be  agent  for  transact¬ 
ing  the  business. 

50.  In  consequence  of  the  observations  contained  in  the  9th  and  10th 
paragraphs  of  your  letter  of  the  34th  September  1783  we  required  from 
the  Sub  Treasurer  an  explanation  of  the  subject  of  your  complaints;  we 
do  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  accompanying  this  address  with  a  copy  of  his 
answer,  which  we  hope  will  prove  satisfactory  to  you. 

51.  Captain  Thomas  Forrest,  whom  you  recommended  to  >us  in  your 

letter  of  [...],  on  his  return  from  his  voyage  to,  and 
Consultation  15th  survey  of,  the  islands  on  the  coast  of  Mergui,  com- 
Apri1,  municated  to  us  a  proposal  he  had  received  from  the 
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ig  of  Rhio  to  appropriate  a  part  of  his  dominions  to  the  Company  for 
English  settlement. 


52.  The  acceptance  of  this  otter  ma)  be  productive  of  considerable 
antages  by  forming  a  secure  mart  for  the  disposal  of  the  ophium 
duced  in  Bengal,  and  perhaps  by  opening  sources  of  commerce  with 
natives  hitherto  unknown,  as  well  as  affording  refreshment  and  assis- 


ce  to  our  ships  trading  to  the  eastward  or  on  their  passage  to  China, 
l  will  be  attended  with  a  verv  inconsiderable  expence. 


53.  We  therefore  deputed  Captain  Forrest  with  a  letter  and  small 
sent  to  the  King  of  Rhio,  and  instructed  him  to  take  possession  of  the 

ground  which  the  king  might  allot  for  the  purpose 
msuhation  15th  0£  an  English  factory,  and  upon  obtaining  a  grant  of 

it  to  the  Company  to  erect  the  British  flag,  and  endea- 
ir  to  gain  the  confidence  of  the  natives,  and  open  a  free  intercourse  of 
ie  not  only  with  the  inhabitants  of  Rhio  but  of  all  the  neighbouring 
nds.  A  powerfull  inducement  for  adopting  this  measure  was  to  prevent 
signers  from  establishing  themselves  there* 


54.  We  further  directed  him  to  continue  his  survev  of  that  Coast  and 

islands  near  it,  and  to  ascertain  the  produce  of  the  country,  and  what 

>ds  produced  in  any  of  the  Company's  factories  might  be  advantageously 
tered  for  it. 

55.  Captain  Forrest  accordingly  sailed  for  Rhio  in  the  Esther  brig, 
ing  with  him,  by  our  orders,  a  small  investment  of  ophium,  piece  goods 
L  such  articles  as  were  likely  to  find  a  good  market,  and  we  instructed 
1  to  demand  the  amount  of  the  ophium  lost  in  the  port  of  Rhio  on 
ird  the  Betsy  in  1782. 

56.  The  remarks  made  by  this  gentleman  during  his  last  voyage  anti 
nap  of  the  islands  surveyed  by  him  will  be  transmitted  to  you  on  one 
the  ships  of  the  ensuing  season,  and  will  evince  Captain  Forrest’s  zeal 
1  diligence  in  the  prosecution  of  the  discoveries  in  which  he  has  been 
ployed. 

57.  The  contract  with  Mr.  Vanderheyden  for  keeping  in  repair  the 
itonments  at  Berhampore  and  Dinapore  expiring  in  October  next,  we, 
eeably  to  your  orders,  published  an  advertizement  for  a  renewal  of  it 
the  lowest  proposer, 

58.  Various  offers  were  in  consequence  made,  the  terms  of  which 

differed  from  each  other  very  materially,  the  highest 
consultation  2nd  being  more  than  double  the  amount  of  the  lowest,  an 
e‘  evident  proof  that  most  of  them  were  formed  without 

I  calculation  whatever. 

59.  The  terms  which  appeared  to  us  most  eligible  were  those  pro- 
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posed  by  the  Quartermaster  General,  Lieutenant  Colonel  McPherson, 

but  as  your  directions  on  these  subjects  are  positive 
Consultation  and  we  <jid  not  colder  ourselves  authorized  to  make  use 

of  an  optional  judgement,  especially  as  sufficient 
security  was  offered  by  Mr.  Wordie,  the  lowest  proposer,  we  accordingly 
accepted  his  terms  and  contracted  with  him  to  keep  these  cantonments  in 
repair  for  one  year,  as  stipulated  in  the  former  contract  for  the  sum  of 
40,000  sicca  rupees. 


60.  Major  Giels  of  the  Madras  establishment  has  applied  to  us  for 
a  balance  of  £  stg.  868-5,  which  he  stated  to  be  due  to  him  for  travelling 
charges  when  dispatched  by  you  with  a  packet  to  India. 

61.  As  we  had  no  mode  of  ascertaining  the  justice  of  this  gentleman’s 
demand,  and  your  orders  expressly  directed  him  to  draw  upon  you  for 
such  cash  as  he  might  expend  on  his  journey,  we  were  under  the  necessity 
of  referring  him  to  you  for  an  adjustment  of  his  accounts. 


63.  It  is  with  concern  we  advise  you  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Edward 
Stephenson,  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade;  Mr.  Bateman  the 
next  in  succession  has  taken  his  seat  at  that  Board,  in  conformity  to  your 
orders  of  the  55th  January  iy8*.  We  have  lately  been  informed  by  the 
Chief  at  Dacca  of  the  melancholy  fate  of  Mr.  Hall  one  of  your  civil 
servants,  who  was  unfortunately  drowned  on  the  50th  ultimo,  having 
been  overset  in  a  small  boat  by  a  sudden  gust  of  wind. 


63.  We  are  likewise  concerned  to  inform  you  that  Doctor  Rowland 
Jackson,  who  received  your  permission  to  practise  physic  in  this  settle¬ 
ment,  and  whose  professional  abilities  induced  you  to 
Company’s  letter  recommend  him  very  particularly  to  our  notice,  deceas- 
per  Besborough ,  ed  on  the  29th  March,  leaving  a  very  deserving  widow 

u3»tCCt  I  nil UftX  y  111**/*  •  t  1  1  1 

i777-  who,  by  this  misfortune,  is  reduced,  at  an  advanced 

and  helpless  time  of  life,  from  an  affluent  situation  to 
such  a  state  of  indigence  as  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  soliciting  admis¬ 
sion  to  the  benefit  of  Lord  Clive’s  Fund  as  her  only  prospect  of  future 
support. 


64.  In  obedience  to  what  we  deemed  your  intention  in  the  very 

strong  recommendation  of  Doctor  Jackson,  quoted  in 
the  margin,  we  appointed  him  physician  to  this  settle¬ 
ment,  which  extended  to  your  military  as  well  as  civil 
establishment.  On  this  Mrs.  Jackson  founds  her  plea 
of  being  admitted  on  the  same  footing  with  a  military 

65.  The  affecting  representations  contained  in  her  letter,  to  the  truth 

of  which  we  beg  to  add  our  testimony,  are  strong 
TuW°nSUltati<>n  3rd  motives  not  only  for  our  requesting  your  attentive 

perusal  of  it  but  for  warmly  recommending  a  com¬ 
pliance  with  her  claim,  if  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  rules  of  the 
institution. 


Company’s  letter 
per  Besborough , 
dated  4th  January 
1777. 

surgeon’s  widow. 


S3  august  17S4 


4^9 

66.  We  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  following  persons  have  been 

dismissed  from  your  military  service  by  the  sentences 
of  courts  martial; 

Captain  Leonard  Jaques. 

Lieutenant  J.  Earls. 

Ensign  J.  H.  Palmer,  Assistant  Surgeon  Powels. 

67.  In  consequence  of  the  departure  of  Doctor  Bum,  Senior  Chaplain 
t  Presidency,  and  the  Reverend  Wm.  Johnson  succeeding,  we  removed 
he  Reverend  T.  Blanchard,  by  his  own  desire,  from  the  chaplaincy  to  the 
arrison  to  that  station  at  the  Presidency.  And  the  Reverend  J.  Pemberton 
aving  accompanied  the  detachment  of  our  troops  from  Bombay,  and 
xpressing  his  wish  to  remain  in  Bengal  we  appointed  him  Chaplain  to 
be  garrison  of  Fort  William  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Blanchard,  till  your 
leasure  should  be  known. 

68.  The  high  opinion  we  entertain  of  this  gentleman  induces  us  to 
ecommend  him  to  your  favor  and  to  request  your  confirmation  of  his 
ppointment. 

69.  Major  Balfour  having  embarked  for  Europe  we  directed  the 
Company’s  Attorney  to  demand  from  his  attornies  the  amount  decreed  by 
be  Supreme  Court  against  him  in  the  suit  concerning  the  Bidge  Ghur 
>rize  money. 

70.  In  reply  to  this  demand  Major  Balfour’s  Attorney  acquainted  us 
hat  he  had  instructions  to  apply  for  leave  to  appeal  the  cause  to  His 
Majesty  in  Council  and  offered  to  deposit  bonds  of  the  Honourable 
Company  to  remain  as  security  for  payment  of  the  decree  should  it  be 
onfxrmed  on  the  appeal,  which  we  have  accordingly  accepted. 

The  state  of  the  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows: 

leady  money 

General  T r easury  . . . 

Khalsah  ... 


Jills  receivable 

General  Treasury 
Sicca  rupees  2,35,000  o  o 

Khalsah 

Sicca  rupees  1,79,888  11  6 


balance  account  deposits 

Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 
Mayor’s  Court 


49,910  10  o 
23*78o  3  4 

-  73*690  *3  4 

2,72,600  o  o 
2,29,550  14  3 

-  5*02*150  *4  3 

Current  rupees  5,75,841  11  7 

9*37*994  o  7 
1,20,161  13  9 


Consultations, 
31st  May. 

14th  July. 

31st  May. 
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Balance  of  old  bonded  debt  on  which 
the  interest  has  ceased  by 
public  advertizement  ...  45,1 17  o  8 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent  ...  1,66,49,007  12  11 

4  per  cent  remittance  loan  ...  16,96,680  o  o 

- 11  11 


Fort  William, 

23rd  August  1784.  We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 
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LETTER  DATED  13  NOVEMBER  1784 


Bengal  Government  justifies  the  subscription  Investment  of  iSjjjj. 


GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 


T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 

United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1.  Under  date  the  12  th  ultimo  Mr.  McPherson  had  the  painfull  task 
of  communicating  to  you  the  death  of  Mr.  Wheeler,  which  happened  at 
Sooksaughur  on  the  10th  ultimo.  We  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you,  by 
this  conveyance,  a  quadruplicate  of  his  letter. 

5.  We  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  on  the  4th  instant  the  Governor 
General  returned  to  Calcutta  and  on  the  eight [h]  took  his  seat  at  the 
Board  in  this  Department;  a  few  days  previous  to  this  your  [letter]  via 
Bussorah  of  the  15th  June  and  the  one  written  the  day  following  by 
your  Secretary  arrived  here. 

3.  We  cannot  but  feel  a  severe  mortification  to  receive  an  express 
overland  from  your  Honourable  Court  intended  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  conveying  your  displeasure  at  an  act  of  ours  which  you  have  judged 
and  condemned  on  a  principle  of  error,  apparent  even  in  your  statement 
of  it,  and  of  founding  on  that  judgment  an  order  which  if  executed 
by  the  letter  and  not  by  the  spirit  under  which  it  was  dictated  must 
involve  us  in  unextricable  difficulty. 
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4.  Had  our  conduct  been  as  reprehensible  as  it  appeared  to  your 
Honourable  Court  your  censure  would  have  been  too  lenient  for  such 
an  instance  of  inattention,  and  we  must  express  out  regret  that  }ou 
did  not  rather  suspect  the  accuracy  of  your  officers  who  furnished  you  with 
such  statements  than  impute  to  us  (knowing  with  what  reluctance  we  had 
invariably  yielded  to  the  demands  of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  enlarged 
advances  of  money)  a  connivance  with  that  Board  to  levy  so  heavy  a 
contribution  on  the  Company  on  grounds  of  so  gross  an  imposition. 

5.  The  error  we  apprehend  has  arisen  generally  from  a  confusion 
of  the  supplies  of  one  season  with  those  of  another,  and  the  consequent 
expectation  that  the  advances  made  in  1783/4  were  to  be  productive  of 
cargoes  for  the  same  season.  We  are  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  observ¬ 
ing  that  you  yourselves  have  not  deemed  it  practicable  to  lade  on  the 
ships,  dispatched  in  any  particular  year  of  our  accounts,  goods  provided 
by  advances  made  in  the  same  year.  For  in  your  report  to  the  House 
of  Commons  dated  14th  February  1784  you  have  considered  the  advances 
to  be  made  by  us  in  the  year  1787/8  as  the  last  of  any  from  which  you 
expect  goods  to  be  received  in  your  warehouses  by  1st  March  1790,  know¬ 
ing  that  the  goods  to  be  provided  with  the  advances  made  by  us  in  1787/8 
will  not  be  received  at  the  Presidency  until  after  10th  March  1788,  the 
latest  period  allowed  of  by  charterparty  for  the  dispatch  of  ships  from 
Bengal,  and  consequently  must  therefore  be  laden  on  ships  to  be  dis¬ 
patched  between  20th  November  1788  and  10th  March  1789,  which  will 
probably  arrive  in  England  between  the  month  of  June  and  November 
1789,  and  the  produce  of  the  goods  laden  on  them  realized  between  the 
1st  of  November  1789  and  the  1st  of  March  1790,  the  latest  period  to 
which  your  estimates  reach. 

6.  The.  supplies  which  form  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  supposed 
advances  of  1783/4  are  stated  by  you  as  follows: 


Amount  of  the  cargoes  of  the  Resolution ,  Worcester , 
Norfolk  and  Hmchinbrooke 
Produce  of  the  investment 


Do. 

Dutch  investment 

Do. 

subscription 

of  1782 

Do. 

do. 

of  April  1783 

Do. 

do. 

of  May  1783 

Do. 

do. 

of  August  1783 

61,05,840 

37,50,000 

18,98,288 

1,00,00,000 

50,00,000 

15,00,000 

35,00,000 


In  all  3,17,54,128 


Of  these  sums  only  the  first  four  ought  to  have  been  stated  as  the  advances 

of  1783/4  and  amount  but  to  2,17,54,128  rupees,  and  even  of  these  the 
last  ought  not  to  have  been  stated  at  its  full  amount  against  the  cargoes 
to  be  produced  by  it,  since  it  will  be  found,  on  a  comparative  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  advances  of  cash  and  receipts  of  goods  for  many  years  past, 
that  the  latter  have  fallen  short  on  an  average  rate  of  near  17  per  cent. 
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7.  The  Board  of  Trade  in  their  letter  of  the  9th  July  1784  inform 
us  that  they  had  then  in  their  warehouse  goods  to  the  amount  of  14  lacks 
of  the  investment  of  1783/4,  which,  whether  furnished  by  their  supplies 
of  1782/3  for  the  provision  of  1783/4  or  from  old  balances  make  up  at 
least  a  part  of  the  deficiency  of  1783/4;  and  if  this  sum  be  taken  as  the 
probable  deficiency  the  estimate  of  the  provision  of  the  investment  of 
1 783 /  4  ought  to  have  stood  thus,  viz.. 


Cargoes  of  the  4  ships,  above-mentioned,  actual  produce 
Produce  of  the  old  investment  do. 

Do.  of  the  Dutch  investment  do. 

Probable  produce  of  the  subscription  of  1782 


61,05,840 

37,50,000 

18,98,288 

86,00,000 


Total  amount  of  the  estimated  provision  of  1783/4  ...  2,03,54,128 

which  at  15  lacks  for  each  cargo  would  be  sufficient  for  no  more  than 
the  loading  of  13^  ships. 


8.  From  this  explanation  it  became  an  important  question  for  our 
determination  whether  your  recommendation,  formed  on  so  erroneous  a 
construction,  should  be  literally  carried  into  execution,  or  whether  we 
should  make  use  of  the  latitude  which  your  own  reasonings  seem  to  admit 
and  do  certainly  warrant  to  confirm  the  original  engagement  made  with 
the  subscribers  of  the  late  loan;  upon  this  point  we  beg  leave  to  offer 
the  following  considerations. 


First,  it  is  demonstrated  that  the  judgment  of  your  Honourable  Court 
and  the  recommendation  following  it  were  both  founded  on  wrong  data, 
and  that  if  you  had  stated  the  provision  made  for  the  year  1783/4  at  the 
amount  at  which  it  really  and  truely  stood,  which  was  considerably  below 
that  required  for  the  ships  which  were  to  have  been  laden  in  that  season, 
you  would  not  have  pronounced  an  opinion  founded  on  the  supposition 
of  an  excess  in  the  provision  actually  made,  nor  ordered  the  engagements 
to  be  cancelled  which  were  formed  on  a  proved  deficiency. 

Secondly,  your  recommendation  is  worded  in  terms  which  differ 
widely  and  essentially  from  those  of  a  positive  order,  and  immediately 
follows  the  expression  of  your  disapprobation,  which  though  said  to  be 
entire  is  yet  moderated  with  a  clause  which  shews  it  to  be  far  from  absolute, 
for  you  add  “as  far  as  we  yet  understand  it”,  and  the  expression  itself 
“we  recommend”  taken  with  the  preceding  allowance  in  your  duplicate 
letter  accompanying  it  of  the  16th  March  “to  draw  on  you  in  cases  of 
absolute  necessity”  of  itself  precludes  the  construction  of  an  absolute  order. 


Thirdly,  though  in  your  displeasure  naturally  excited  by  the  sup¬ 
position  of  our  negligence  in  a  matter  so  likely  to  add  to  your  distress 
you  are  pleased  to  reprobate  the  subscription  as  a  breach  of  orders  and 
of  an  act  of  Parliament,  yet  you  have  both  approved  and  applauded  the 
former  subscriptions  founded  on  exactly  the  same  principles  which  if 
you  had  known  them  to  have  been  equally  applicable  to  the  present  case 
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1st  and  would  have  drawn  from  you  the  same  degree  of  approbation 
the  latter. 

Fourthly,  the  drafts  which  we  have  made  upon  you,  even  with  this 
dition,  are  carefully  guarded  against  the  possibility  of  distressing  you 
•  the  payment,  both  by  the  optional  terms  of  it  and  by  a  provision 
an  investment  greatly  exceeding  even  in  the  prime  cost  the  amount 
the  bills. 

Fifthly,  you  have  recommended  the  redemption  of  the  loan  on  the 
pposition  of  our  having  been  enabled  by  a  state  of  general  peace  to 
ect  it  by  the  diminution  of  our  expences,  not  knowing  what  it  was 
ipossible  to  foresee,  that  a  part  of  them  have  continued  unaltered  by 
sans  of  the  detention  of  Colonel  Pearse’s  detachment,  and  that  an 
ormous  addition  has  been  made  to  them  by  the  drafts  of  the  Presidency 
Fort  St.  George,  amounting  with  a  remittance  in  specie  of  5  lacks  to 
e  sum  of  rupees  66,61,683-6-7  between  the  1st  January  and  25th  Octo- 
r  1784. 

Sixthly,  the  first  means  of  retriving  the  affairs  of  the  Company 
ust  be  derived  from  the  discharge  of  the  heavy  debt,  of  this  their 
st  and  only  productive  establishment,  and  from  the  restoration  of 
,  credit,  which  would  be  totally  destroyed  by  so  large  a  sum  thrown 
>on  it  for  immediate  payment,  a  sum  not  much  less  than  seventy  lacks 
rupees  for  which  we  have  not  funds,  even  though  all  the  current 
sbursements  were  to  be  suspended  to  give  it  a  preference. 

Seventhly,  as  the  faith  of  Government  would  require  such  a  preference 
►  be  given  it  would  of  course  suspend  the  payments  of  all  the  treasury 
ders  now  due  to  a  time  so  indefinite  as  almost  to  preclude  the  possessors 
;  them,  many  of  whom  are  contractors  for  the  investment,  from  the  use 
!  the  credit  of  these  orders  to  fulfill  their  engagements.  We  apprehend 
Lat  it  would,  in  that  event,  invalidate  the  contracts,  and  both  impede  the 
>urse  of  the  investment  and  enhance  the  price  of  it  by  the  conditions 
hich  would  be  exacted  for  the  indemnification  of  the  contractors. 

Eightly,  in  the  commands  of  your  Honourable  Court  of  the  16th 
larch  last,  and  in  your  report  to  the  House  of  Commons,  which  was 
ciclosed  in  it,  the  following  appropriation  of  the  resources  of  Bengal 
ppear  to  have  been  made  to  the  yearly  supply  of  the  other  Presidencies 

nd  the  trade  of  China,  viz.. 

To  Bencoollen  £50,000  estimated  at  rupees  5,00,000 

Bombay  £2,26,000  estimated  at  rupees  22, 60,000 

China  £2,50,000  estimated  at  rupees  25,00,000 

Madras  to  supply  the  investment 

which  we  estimated  at  rupees  25,00,000 


Total  rupees  <77,60,000 

[o  this  we  must  add  the  discharge  of  the  enormous  bond  debt  of  the 
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‘residency  of  Bombay  as  recommended  by  yqur  Honourable  Court  in 
tie  13th  paragraph  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  January  1784.  We  cannot 
■se  this  argument,  in  its  full  force,  as  an  objection  on  the  present  question 
►ecause  it  is  absolutely  impossible  that  we  should  answer  your  expectation 
ci  any  degree  in  furnishing  such  heavy  drafts.  But  as  it  is  our  utmost 
Tish  as  it  will  be  our  duty  to  fulfill  them,  as  far  as  it  may  be  possible, 
d  far  at  least  they  will  stand  as  a  valid  objection  to  the  question. 

Ninthly,  and  lastly,  that  as  the  engagements  of  this  Government  have 
dtherto  been  ever  held  sacred  for  bills  drawn  on  the  Company  such 
irecedence  would  totally  ruin  its  credit  and  disable  it  from  drawing 
in  the  Company  at  any  future  time  when  it  may  be  required  in  cases 
f  the  most  desperate  extremity.  And  it  will  be  a  consideration  deserving 
he  attention  of  your  Honourable  Court  whether  it  may  not  affect  the 
redit  of  your  own  justice  and  faith  to  involve  the  fortunes  of  so  many 
ndividuals  as  will  be  the  sufferers  on  this  occasion  for  an  act  which  if 
>lameable  can  be  imputed  to  this  Government  alone,  and  to  which  those 
ndividuals  were  no  farther  accessory  than  in  the  confidence  which  they 
eposed  in  the  good  faith  and  competency  of  the  Board  which  passed  it. 

9.  For  this  reason  we  could  not  but  deem  ourselves  both  justified 
tad  bound  to  fulfil  our  engagements  pledged  to  the  subscribers  of  the 
ast  loan.  We  therefore  humbly  submit  them  to  your  justice  and  candor, 
lot  doubting  of  your  acquiescence  on  grounds  of  such  evident  necessity, 
tnd  in  which  our  own  interest  can  have  no  concern. 

10.  But,  as  in  the  event  of  the  refusal  of  your  Honourable  Court 
o  accept  our  bills,  which  is  possible,  the  proprietors  of  the  bills  might 
mpute  to  this  Government  a  forfeiture  of  public  faith,  and  even  an 
ntentional  deception  if  they  were  not  apprized,  before  the  bills  were 
irawn,  that  such  a  refusal  had  been  denounced  by  you  in  the  event  of 
heir  being  drawn;  and  as  it  is  also  possible  that  many  of  the  subscribers 
f  they  were  apprized  of  your  declaration  would  prefer  the  acceptance 
>f  the  redemption,  which  you  have  recommended,  to  that  of  bills  granted 
vith  such  a  hazzard,  we  resolved  to  publish  such  extracts  from  your 
etter  as  comprehend  this  declaration,  and  allowed  the  subscribers 
m  option  to  accept  bills,  according  to  our  original  engagements,  or 
>rders  on  the  treasury  for  the  amount  of  the  respective  sums  subscribed, 
vith  interest  in  preference  to  all  other  demands  and  to  all  other  orders 
>n  the  treasury  even  of  prior  date.  A  copy  of  the  advertizement,  issued 
>n  this  occasion,  goes  enclosed,  and  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  it. 

11.  It  was  not  without  the  most  inexpressible  regret  that  we  found 
>urselves  reduced  to  allow  the  subscribers  to  accept  bills  according  to  our 
>riginal  engagements,  because  we  very  much  fear  it  will  be  productive 
>f  many  of  the  consequences  which  we  have  stated  as  likely  to  follow  the 
itteral  execution  of  your  implied  commands,  since  there  can  be  no 
ioubt  but  the  insecurity  of  the  bills  which  may  be  granted  in  conformity 
:o  our  original  engagements  will  deter  many  of  the  subscribers  from 
accepting  them  and  rather  induce  them  to  prefer  an  immediate  reimburse- 


1J  NOVEMBER  1784 


495 


ment  of  their  loans  to  the  hazard  of  being,  at  length,  reduced  to  submit 
to  a  repayment  ordered  at  a  remote  period  and  rendered  even  then 
indefinite  by  the  distress  which  this  additional  load  of  debt  will  throw 
upon  our  treasury. 

12.  We  apprehend  many  will  be  inclined  to  suspect  that  if  the 
practice  is  once  introduced  of  invalidating  the  pecuniary  acts  of  this 
Government  it  will  lead  to  the  next  step  of  confounding  their  claims  with 
those  of  the  common  bond  creditors.  The  only  expedient  which  occurred 
for  obviating  this  consequence  is  to  reduce  the  provision  of  the  investment 
from  the  sum  originally  allotted  for  it  to  a  sum  proportional  to  the 
payment  which  this  act  will  exact  from  the  treasury,  and  approaching 
nearer  to  the  proportional  amount  of  the  sum  stated  in  your  report  to  the 
House  of  Commons  for  the  investment  of  the  >ear  1781/5. 

13.  Your  commands  contained  in  the  2nd  paragraph  of  your  letter 
of  the  23rd  April  respecting  the  investment  contracts  were  communicated 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  immediately  on  their  receipt,  and  having  been 
furnished,  though  imperfectly,  with  an  account  of  the  engagements  with  the 
present  agents  and  contractors  for  the  investment  we  thought  it  necessary 
to  come  to  a  final  decision  on  the  subject  which  has  long  engaged  our 
attention  and  employed  us  in  a  variety  of  discussion  with  the  Board  of 
Trade  upon  the  question  of  carrying  laterally  into  execution  your  orders 
to  advertize  for  proposals  for  the  contracts  to  be  executed  for  the 
investment  of  this  season.  “Resolved  unanimously  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  be  permitted  to  confirm  the  engagements  which  they  have  made 
with  their  present  agents  and  contractors  for  the  provision  of  the  invest¬ 
ment  for  this  year,  with  the  reservation  of  the  amount  of  each  provision 
until  they  shall  be  furnished  with  our  final  resolution  upon  that  subject, 
which  must  be  determined  by  their  reply  to  our  letter  of  the  27th  Sep¬ 
tember  requiring  their  estimate  of  the  list  of  investment  ordered  fov  the 
Court  of  Directors.” 

14.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  minute  of  this  Board  on  the 
subject,  which  is  transmitted  a  number  in  the  packet,  and  will  fully 
explain  the  reasons  of  this  deviation  from  your  orders,  and  we  trust 
ensure  us  your  approbation  of  the  measure. 

15.  The  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  us  on  this  subject  is  too  voluminous  to  be  sent  by  this  con¬ 
veyance  but  shall  be  forwarded  by  the  first  ship.  Therein  you  will  observe 
that  we  repeatedly  exacted  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  carry  your  com¬ 
mands  literally  into  execution,  nor  did  we  desist  till  we  were  satisfied 
that  the  measure  was  impracticable  for  this  season,  and  could  not  be 
enforced  without  real  prejudice  to  your  interests. 

16.  We  shall  be  truely  happy  if  the  measures  which  we  have  adopted 
in  consequence  of  your  commands  of  the  15th  June  shall  meet  with  your 
approbation,  and  on  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  subject  we  are 
persuaded  you  will  find  that  we  have  pursued  the  safest  course  to  render 
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a  virtual  obedience  to  your  orders,  compatible  with  the  preservation  of 
the  faith  of  this  Government,  or  in  other  words  the  credit  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  nation  in  India. 

17.  The  state  of  the  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows,  viz.. 

Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  1,51,669  14  4 

Khalsah  ...  ...  35-755  0  7 

-  1,87,424  14  n 

Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 

Sicca  rupees  10,50,000  o  o .  12,18,000  o  o 

Khalsah  do.  1,27,063  8  9  1,47-393  11  5 

-  i3-65-393  11  5 

Current  rupees  15,52,818  10  4 

Fort  William,  We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 

the  13th  November  1784. 

23 
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Resolutions  regarding  the  1784  /  5  Investment — explanation  for 
deficiency  likely  to  occur  in  the  goods  shipped  to  Europe — protest  against 
the  Madras  Government  for  sending  to  Bengal  without  previous  notice 
officers  and  men  of  the  Kings  regiments — Bombay  and  Madras  requested 
not  to  draw  bills  on  the  Bengal  treasury — General  Stibbert’s  opposition 
to  further  reduction  in  army — recruitment  of  minor  cadets  to  continue — 
sepoys  of  Bombay  Detachment  rewarded  for  meritorious  services — a  com¬ 
mittee  of  senior  servants  appointed  for  examining  the  accounts  in  the 
Department  of  Inspection — Prinsep’s  claim  to  indemnity  for  surrendering 
his  grant  of  the  mines  at  Rohtas  and  privilege  for  coining  copper  referred 
to  attornies — embargo  on  the  export  of  grain  partly  removed . 

GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1.  Deeming  it  absolutely  necessary  that  you  should  be  advised,  as 
early  as  possible,  'of  the  situation  of  your  affairs  in  this  country  we  have 
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been  induced  by  the  low  and  advantageous  terms  upon  which  the  Surprize 
has  been  again  tendered  to  us,  as  will  appear  from  the  accompanying 
charterparty  of  her  affreightment,  to  take  up  that  vessel  once  more,  and 
particularly  for  the  purposes  of  advising  you  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Wheeler 

and  to  convey  a  copy  of  our  reply  to  your  commands  of  the  15th  June 
received  via  Bussorah. 


2.  From  the  Secret  Department  you  will  be  informed  of  the  state 
of  affairs  in  a  political  view.  The  Revenue  Letter  will  advise  %ou  of  the 
situation  of  these  provinces  respecting  the  re\enues,  and  the  Board  of 
Trade  will  acquaint  you  with  their  transactions  since  the  departure  of 
the  Earl  of  Oxford.  It  is  therefore  only  left  to  us,  in  this  letter,  to  notify 
to  you  such  occurrences  as  have  passed  in  the  General  Department. 

3.  We  proceed  by  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  vour  letters  which 
have  arrived  here  since  our  last  dispatch,  viz.,  three  of  the 

16th  March,  received  here  28th  August 

23rd  April  do  do  do 

15th  June  and  one  from  your  Secretary  of  the 

1 6th  June  received  on  the  4th  November. 

4.  The  Earl  of  Oxford  the  last  ship  dispatched  by  [for]  carrying  you 

our  letter  of  the  15th  March,  of  which  we  enclose  quadruplicate  together 
with  duplicate  of  our  letter  of  the  1st  April  by  Colonel  Morgan,  and  dup¬ 
licate  of  one  under  date  23rd  August  by  the  Copenhagen,  Danish  India- 
man.  We  also  enclosed  you  the  sixth  copy  of  our  letter  sent  overland 
under  date  13th  ultimo  in  reply  to  your  commands  of  the  15th  June. 

5.  On  the  receipt  of  this  letter  you  will  feel  the  embarrassment  to 

which  the  orders  contained  in  it  subjected  us,  and  we  trust  the  reasons 

assigned  for  our  conduct,  in  consequence,  will  have 
exultations  8th  due  weight.  The  letter  itself  and  our  proceedings  on 
an  gti  ovem  r.  ^*s  sukject  are  so  circumstantial  that  we  beg  leave  to 

refer  you  to  them  for  a  full  elucidation  of  our  conduct,  and  we  trust  it 
will  prove  satisfactory. 

6.  On  the  27th  September  we  called  upon  the  Board  of  Trade  to 

furnish  us  with  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  the  investment  ordered  by 

you  in  the  list  transmitted  by  the  Surprize,  and  received  the  account 
required  in  a  letter  dated  the  15th  ultimo,  recorded  on  the  22nd  of  the 
same  month. 

7.  We  immediately  took  into  consideration  your  late  orders  on  the 
subject  of  the  investment,  your  expectations  relative  to  the  amount  of  it, 
as  reported  to  the  Honourable  House  of  Commons,  together  with  the 
means  in  our  power  to  fulfill  those  expectations,  and  have  come  to  the 
following  resolutions,  viz.. 
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44  Resolved,  that  the  sum  of  36,22,000  current  rupees  be  advanced  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  for  the  provision  of  the  investment  of  the  year 
1 784/5,  in  addition  to  the  produce  of  their  import  sales  which  they 
have  estimated  at  current  rupees  9,00,000.” 

44  Resolved,  that  the  above  sum  of  36,22,000  current  rupees  and  the 
produce  of  the  import  sales,  making  together  45,22,000  current 
rupees,  be  the  amount  alloted  for  the  provision  of  every  article 
composing  the  investment  for  the  year  1784/ 5*” 

41  Resolved,  that  in  part  payment  of  the  above  sum  of  36,22,000 
current  rupees  an  order  on  the  treasury  for  current  rupees  1 5,00,000 
be  granted  to  the  Board  of  Trade  immediately  for  the  provision  of 
the  silk  investment  for  1784/5  in  full  for  the  supply  of  that  article.” 

44  Resolved,  that  the  charges  of  the  Commercial  Establishment  not 
included  in  the  invoice  cost  of  the  goods  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
be  paid  from  this  Department,  in  orders  to  be  granted  upon  the 
treasury  monthly,  the  accounts  thereof  having  been  previousl) 
submitted  to  the  Board.” 


8.  At  the  same  time  that  we  communicated  these  resolutions  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  we  informed  them  that  as  they  had  stated  in  their  letter 
several  articles  of  investment  in  addition  to  those  included  in  your  list, 
you  would  hold  them  responsible  for  the  quality,  the  quantity  and  the 
assortment,  and  that  we  left  it  to  them  to  apportion  the  sum  allotted  to 
such  articles  as  in  their  judgement  would  turn  out  most  to  the  Company’s 
interest. 

9.  Since  the  foregoing  resolutions,  limiting  the  advances  for  the 
investment  to  forty  five  lacks  of  rupees,  we  have  received  a  letter  from 
the  Board  of  Trade  applying  for  an  increase  of  1,62,000  rupees  on  account 
of  raw  silk,  also  an  advance  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  for  saltpetre,  and 

recommending  other  alterations — their  letter,  the 
39th  November.  minute  of  the  Board  entered  upon  it  and  our  reply 

jxe  recorded  in  the  consultation  noted  in  the  margin,  and  go  numbeis 
in  the  packet,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer. 

10.  On  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  16th  March  1784  we  trans¬ 
mitted  to  our  Accountant  General  the  report  which  you  submitted  to 
the  Honourable  House  of  Commons  under  date  of  the  14th  February,  and 
directed  him  generally  to  lay  before  us  his  observations  thereon  arranged 
under  certain  heads  of  an  enquiry  as  are  adverted  to  in  our  proceedings 
and  particularly  to  point  out  the  alterations  which  he  might  suppose 
would  have  taken  place  on  your  judgment  had  you  been  in  possession  of 
the  information  contained  in  the  accounts  sent  you  by  the  Nurbuddah . 


11.  But  as  the  investigations  which  this  order  led  to  were  not  com¬ 
pleted  when  your  advices  of  the  15th  June  arrived  we  thought  proper  to 
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rescind  our  resolutions  of  the  2nd  September,  since  the  necessiu  of  them 
had  been  principally  done  away  by  the  report  which,  on  the  \  1st  Mav 
1784,  you  delivered  to  the  Honourable  House  of  Commons.  *  * 


12.  \ou  will  however  find  that  on  the  nth  September  1784,  at  the 
recommendation  of  the  Accountant  General  [we]  tailed  upon  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  explain  the  cause  of  a  considerable  disappointment  which  we 
apprehended  you  would  experience  in  not  having  goods  consigned  to  vou 
from  the  produce  of  the  funds  that  had  been  assigned  by  us  to  the  invest¬ 
ment  of  the  \ears  1785/3  2nd  1783/4  to  such  an  amount  as  was  expected 
b\  the  3rd  number  of  the  appendix  to  your  first  report.  We  anxioush 
wished  to  have  transmitted  this  information  b\  the  earliest  dispatch  but 
as  the  letter  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  dated  2nd  November,  did  not  com¬ 
pletely  afford  it  (though  the  same  was  intended  as  a  reply  to  our  letter  of 
11th  September)  but  led  to  further  remarks  from  the  Accountant  General 
we  repeated  our  requisition  for  a  speedy  explanation  of  all  the  circum¬ 
stances  suggested  by  him. 


13.  We  considered  it  highly  and  immediately  incumbent  upon  us 
to  point  out  how  far  it  was  probable  that  the  amount  of  goods  exported 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  on  the  ships  dispatched  in  1783/4,  together  with 
the  goods  which  they  expect  to  be  able  to  export,  provided  by  the  sup¬ 
plies  granted  previous  to  the  1st  March  1784,  would  fall  short  of  the  sum 
at  which  these  were  computed  by  your  Honourable  Court,  in  conformity 
to  the  estimate  prepared  by  us  with  the  assistance  of  the  late  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  attended  at  our  meeting  in  this  Department 
on  15th  April  1783.  The  complete  proceedings  of  that  day  were  trans¬ 
mitted  for  their  information,  and  consequent!}  must  exonerate  us  from 
the  charge  of  having  misled  your  Honourable  Court.  Not  till  the  arrival 
of  your  report  of  the  14th  February  1784  could  be  imagine  that  any 
deficiency  would  exist,  since  neither  the  probable  cause  nor  the  real 
existence  of  any  deficiency  were  ever' suggested  to  us  by  the  late  President 
or  by  the  Board  of  Trade  collectively;  we  have  therefore  thought  it 
advisable  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  which  has  passed 
between  us  and  the  Board  of  Trade  upon  this  subject  to  convince  you 
that  we  have  taken  every  necessary  measure  to  be  able  to  account  in  the 
fullest  manner  for  the  occasion  of  a  disappointment  which  you  are  likely 
to  experience  to  so  considerable  an  amount. 

14.  And  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  form  the  most  complete  idea 
of  the  probable  extent  of  this  disappointment  the  following  is  an  estimate 
of  it  framed  from  the  statements  exhibited  in  the  letter  from  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  9th  July  1784,  viz.. 

Amount  of  the  cargoes  laden  in  the  ships 
Resolution ,  Htnchinbrook e,  Worcester 

and  Norfolk  ...  ...  61,05,840  o  o 

Amount  of  the  goods  expected  to  be  received 

.at  the  Presidency  by  the  1st  February  1784  ...  1,56,48,288  o  o 
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Amount  by  the  orders  granted  upon  our  treasury  on 
account  of  the  subscription  investment  of  1785/3 
exceeded  the  sum  to  which  it  was  first  limited,  and 
agreeably  to  which  your  expectations  were  formed  1343,247  9  o 
Amount  of  the  orders  granted  on  our  treasury 

on  account  of  the  investment  of  1783/4  ...  1,24,14,865  o  4 

Total  ...  3,55,^^4®  9  4 

The  amount  of  goods  exported  by  the  Board  of  Trade 

in  1783/4  was  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,13,63,553  o  o 

The  amount  of  goods  which  by  their  letter  of  9th  July 
1784  they  expected  to  be  received  at  the  Presidency 
by  the  10th  March  "85  ...  ...  ...  1,18,32,228  13  9 

3,3^95^81  13  9 
Deficiency  by  these  data  ...  2,13,16,458  11  7 


15.  We  cannot  however  consider  the  whole  of  this  sum  of 
2,3,16,458-11-7  as  a  positive  deficiency,  as  there  may  and  most  probably  will 
be  goods  to  a  considerable  amount  forthcoming  from  it,  though  not  laden 
upon  the  ships  by  which  you  might  have  reasonably  expected  to  have 
received  it,  and  will  be  consigned  to  you  by  others  to  be  dispatched  from 
hence  in  a  subsequent  year.  These  circumstances,  we  apprehend,  furnish 
strong  grounds  for  supposing  that  the  outstanding  balances  of  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Department  must  have  been  considerably  augmented,  but  as  we 
have,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  required  those  of  each 
year  to  be  invariably  exhibited  in  the  statements  of  the  quick  stock  of 
their  Department,  and  as  you  will  in  consequence  of  the  regulations  which 
on  the  19th  July  we  adopted  at  the  Accountant  General's  request  be 
enabled  to  judge  of  the  occasional  amount  of  these  balances,  you  will  be 
able  also  to  judge  how  far  this  deficiency  is  likely  to  have  arisen  from 
their  increase. 

16.  We  have  however  but  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  as 
the  Board  of  Trade  have  in  their  letter  of  the  14th  September  1784 
represented  seven  as  the  greatest  number  of  ships  they  can  engage  to 
load  by  10th  March  1785,  which  at  the  average  of  14  lacks  assigned  to 
each  by  their  letter  of  the  9th  July  1784  amounts  to  no  more  than  98 
lacks  the  deficiency  before  stated,  formed  on  a  supposition  that  they 
would  have  118  lacks  to  lade  by  that  time,  will  fall  short  of  the  amount 
of  the  immediate  disappointment  in  your  expectations  of  the  cargoes 
which  we  might  have  to  lade  by  the  ships  now  here,  and  those  expected 
in  time  to  be  dispatched  before  10th  March  1785,  since  the  following, 
which  is  a  statement  of  what  might  reasonably  have  been  expected 
to  have  been  realized  by  10th  March  1785,  exhibits  an  amount  far  above 
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17.  The  amount  of  the  orders 

which  we  have  granted  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  on  account  of  the  invest¬ 
ment  of  1783/4  is  .  .  ...  1,08,46,000  o  o 

Deduct  the  amount  of  this  year's 

investment  realized  by  them,  and 
exported  on  the  ships  dispatched 
in  1783/4  as  stated  by  their 
letter  of  the  9th  July  1784  4,68,074  2  3 

- -  1-03,77,9*5  13  9 

Amount  which  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  their  letter  2nd  November  in 
reply  to  a  letter  from  us  of  11th 
September  recorded  upon  our 
proceedings  in  this  Department 
state  as  the  article  balance  of 
goods  in  the  warehouse  on  30th 
April  1784  ...  ...  31,15,986  15  10 

The  amount  which  they  had  then 

realized  on  the  account  of  the  ^  ’ 

investment  of  1783/4  was  ...  20,43,907  2  3 

Deduct  the  amount  of  which  they 

had  exported  ...  ...  4,68,074  2  3 

15*75333  0  0 

Remains  the  amount  which  must  on 
the  30th  April  1784  have  been 
in  their  warehouse  on  account  of 

the  investment  of  former  years  ...  15140,153  15  10 

1,19,18,079  13  7 

18.  The  above  is  certainly  the  amount  which,  from  the  most  recent 
information  we  have  received  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  we  might  expect 
to  be  realized  in  time  to  be  laden  upon  ships  dispatched  from  hence 
before  10th  March  1785.  This  would  complete  the  cargoes  of  8  ships 
and  an  half.  In  justice  however  to  the  Board  of  Trade  we  must  suppose 
that  the  difficulties  which  their  contractors  have  met  with  in  realizing 
their  drafts  upon  our  treasury  beyond  what  they  might  have  expected 
when  they  entered  into  engagements  with  the  Board  of  Trade,  from  the 
competition  which  a  constant  succession  of  fresh  demands  upon  our 
treasury  for  the  discharge  of  Madrass  bills,  to  a  very  considerable  amount 
has  occasioned  their  inability  to  complete  their  deliveries  in  the  usual 
time,  a  conclusion  which  we  cannot  but  draw  from  the  amount  which 
was  unpaid  on  the  31st  October  1784  from  the  General  Treasury,  on  the 
orders  which  we  had  granted  them  on  account  of  the  investment  of 
1783/4,  which  was  current  rupees  18,18,209-5-5,  of  which  sum  current 
rupees  9,31,542-2-3  had  been  drawn  for  by  them  in  favor  of  their 
contractors,  the  owners  thereof  were  consequently  still  subject  to  that 
comoetition  to  which  we  have  before  adverted. 
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19.  The  foregoing  observations  must  forcibly  explain  to  you  the 
distress  in  which  we  should  have  been  involved  by  an  implicit  obedience 
to  your  commands  of  the  15th  June  1784  had  not  the  expedient  of  the 
optional  offer  tendered  to  the  subscribers  to  the  loan,  for  which  bills  were 
promised  to  be  granted  on  1st  February  1785,  been  adopted,  as  the  effects 
of  the  total  redemption  of  these  subscriptions  in  Bengal  must  have 
operated  in  the  same  manner  in  retarding  the  deliveries  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sums  assigned  for  the  provision  of  the  investments  of  future  years. 

30.  In  the  12th  paragraph  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  January  you 
desire  us  to  afford  such  assistance  to  the  other  Presidencies  as  to  prevent 
their  drawing  upon  you  we  should  be  truely  happy  were  it  in  our  power 
to  comply  in  the  fullest  extent  with  these  orders  but  that  is  impossible; 
the  situation  of  this  Government  in  point  of  resources,  and  of  our  inability 
to  fulfill  your  expectations  will  best  appear  from  the  statement  of 
resources  and  disbursements  transmitted  you  a  number  in  the  packet. 


51.  Previous  to  the  receipt  of  this  statement  we  had  in  obedience 

to  your  injunctions  relative  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
2nd  &  3rd  June.  Presidency  of  Fort  Marlborough  sent  thither  a  remit- 

16th  September.  tance  to  the  amount  of  2  lacks  of  rupees,  and  beg  to 

refer  you  for  the  measures  adopted  in  consequence 
to  our  proceedings  on  this  head. 

22.  In  the  letter  from  the  President  and  Council  of  Fort  Marlborough 
of  11th  April  last  they  represent  the  coins  we  had  formerly  dispatched 
them  to  have  proved  advantageous  and  desired  a  further  supply,  we 
therefore  coined  the  bullion  paid  in  by  Mf.  Ferguson  accordingly,  and 
directed  Mr.  Princep  to  strike  off  400  maunds  of  Bencoollen  pice  as 
before,  ordering  his  indents  for  the  quantity  of  copper  necessary  for  that 
purpose  to  be  complied  with  from  the  Company's  stores.  These  supplies 

with  a  quantity  of  ophium  were  transmitted  to  Fort 
16th  September.  Marlborough  by  the  Intelligence 9  on  which  vessel 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Murray  returned  to  his  command  at  that  Presidency. 
We  have  further  accepted  their  bills  to  the  amount  of  current  rupees 
1,23,929-1-4. 


23.  We  find  it  totally  impossible  to  make  any  remittances  to  Canton 
this  season,  either  in  ophium,  by  bills,  or  in  specie,  but  we  understand  a 
great  part  of  the  produce  of  the  ophium  of  this  season  will  be  paid  into 
yo.ur  treasury  by  individuals,  which  will  enable  the  supracargoes  to  pro¬ 
vide  your  investment. 

$ 

24.  We  have  accepted  bills  from  Bombay  for  3  lacks  of  rupees  drawn 
professedly  for  a  cargo  of  Mocha  coffee  to  be  consigned  to  you,  but  have 
been  compelled  positively  to  forbid  die  President  and  Council  there  from 
drawing  on  us  for  the  provision  of  an  investment  on  any  account  without 
first"  obtaining  our  sanction  to  such  a  measure.  We  have  however  made 
them  a  remittance  from  Lucknow  of  five  lacks,  and  authorized  them  in 
cases  of  the  most  pressing  necessity  to  draw  for  five  lacks  more, 
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25.  We  have  also  been  compelled  peremptorily  to  require  the  Presi¬ 
dency  of  Fort  St.  George  to  desist  from  drawing  on  us  without  our  pre¬ 
vious  permission,  the  continuance  of  their  drafts  having  been  very 
prejudicial  to  our  credit,  and  in  a  great  degree  the  means  of  keeping 
the  orders  on  our  treasury  at  a  very  high  discount  equal,  we  understand, 
to  15  per  cent. 

26.  On  the  5th  Jul)  we  received  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honourable 
the  President  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George  advising  us  of  their  having 
embarked  iso  men  of  the  73rd  Regiment  on  the  Herrington  to  be  pio* 
vided  with  conve)ances  to  Europe  from  hence.  Mnce  that  period  the) 
have  continued  sending  King’s  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  regiments 
on  the  Coast  by  every  Indiaman  or  other  vessels  sailing  from  thence  foi 
Bengal  without  giving  us  the  least  previous  intimation  of  such  intention, 
although  the  Pigot 9  one  of  your  chartered  ships  with  nearly  half  a  cargo 
on  board,  sailed  from  hence  in  February  last  and  has  been  under  their 
orders  since  that  time.  It  is  needless  to  point  out  to  you  the  great  saving 
which  would  have  accrued  to  the  Honourable  Company  had  that  vessel 
been  dispatched  to  Europe  immediately  with  as  many  officers  and  troops 
as  could  be  accommodated  on  board  instead  of  delaying  her  a  whole 

season. 

27.  The  embarassments  and  difficulties  to  which  we  have  been 
subjected  by  the  sudden  arrival  of  so  many  King’s  officers  and  troops,  the 
increase  of  expence  incurred  in  the  transportation  of  them  from  place  to 
place,  the  inconvenience  to  which  our  troops  as  well  as  those  of  His 
Majesty  have  been  put  for  want  of  accommodation  in  consequence  of  so 
great  a  number  being  sent,  will  strike  you  with  the  same  force  as  we  have 
had  the  mortification  to  feel  it,  and  your  censure  will  doubtless  fall  upon 
the  authors  of  a  measure  so  unwise,  so  unprecedented,  and  at  the  same 
time  so  cruel  after  the  sufferings  these  officers  and  men  had  experienced 
during  the  hardships  and  fatigues  of  the  war. 

28.  It  may  and  no  doubt  will  be  urged  that  there  was  not  tonnage 
at  Madras  to  convey  the  King’s  troops  to  England;  we  admit  it  but  all 
the  chartered  ships  from  hence  might  have  been  directed  to  touch  there, 
for  the  express  purposes  of  receiving  them  on  board,  and  this  we  conceive 
would  have  been  the  easiest  and  less  expensive  mode. 

29.  The  state  of  the  arrears  to  these  officers  and  men,  the  exigencies 
of  the  recruiting  service  and  the  indispensible  necessity  pf  procuring  funds, 
not  only  for  all  these  unexpected  disbursements  but  for  the  usual  advance 
of  6  months’  pay  and  allowance  to  each  rank,  has  been  severely  felt  by 
our  treasury.  Indeed  we  were  obliged  to  stop  the  issues  of  cash  to  every 
department  under  this  Government  until  these  demands  were  provided  for. 

* 

sto  We  have  been  involved  in  great  perplexity  frojn  the  evident 
misconstruction  put  upon  the  letter*and  spirit  of  His  Majestyrs  commands 

by  Major  General  Campbell  respecting  recruiting  from 
Consultations  sist  jjjs  Majesty's  regiments,  signified  to  you  under  date 
&  scjth  October.  ^  lotk  September  1783  and  communicated  to  us  by 
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the  Swallow  packet.  This  matter  however  is  of  so  delicate  a  nature  that 
we  shall,  in  this  place,  only  refer  you  to  the  correspondence  which  has 
passed  between  us  and  Colonel  Gordon,  and  to  our  proceedings  thereon 
as  noted  in  the  margin. 

31.  When  we  considered  the  number  of  King's  officers  who  would 
require  conveyances  to  Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  ordering  them  accom¬ 
modations  on  the  homeward  bound  Indiamen  we  found  that  eighty -four 
were  already  arrived  besides  more  expected  from  Masulipatam.  This 
number  is  too  great  to  be  properly  accommodated  on  the  ships  of  the 
present  season  without  subjecting  them  to  the  greatest  inconvenience  from 
the  encroachment  upon  their  tonnage,  and  probable  distress  from  the 
extraordinary  quantity  of  water  and  fresh  provisions  necessary  for  the 
subsistence  of  so  many,  exclusive  of  the  disadvantages  even  arising  from 
being  over  crowded;  we  therefore  resolved  to  offer  an  allowance  of  sicca 
rupees  4,000  to  field  officers  and  2,000  to  others  under  that  rank  to  provide 
themselves  with  conveyances  on  foreign  ships.  Some  have  accepted  this 
offer  with  an  intention  of  proceeding  overland  but  others  have  declined 
it  from  the  impossibility  of  getting  passages  at  that  rate;  we  have  how¬ 
ever  required  the  commander  of  each  Indiaman  to  receive  7  commissioned 
officers,  and  accommodate  them  with  passages  to  England.  Any  further 
arrangements  that  take  place  will  be  duely  notified  to  you. 

32.  The  variety  of  allowances  claimed  by  His  Majesty’s  officers  from 
the  Company,  and  the  intricacy  of  their  accounts,  part  of  some  of  the 
regiments  being  prisoners  many  months  and  others  having  received 
advances  at  different  Presidencies,  rendering  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
appoint  an  intelligent  and  trusty  person  to  this  charge,  that  these  dis¬ 
bursements  may  be  kept  entirely  distinct  from  those  of  the  army  in  gene¬ 
ral,  we  considered  the  gentleman  established  here  as  Deputy  Paymaster 
to  the  King’s  troops  the  fittest  for  this  employment;  and  have  accordingly 
appointed  Mr.  A.  McAulay,  Deputy  Paymaster  to  the  King’s  troops  on 
the  part  of  the  Company,  with  the  same  allowances  as  their  Deputy  Pay¬ 
master  General. 

33.  We  transmit  you  a  number  in  the  packet  a  letter  lately  received 
from  the  Deputy  Paymaster  to  the  King’s  troops  covering  a  statement  of 
the  balances  said  to  be  due  to  the  Crown  from  the  24th  June  1781,  the 
period  at  which  the  agreement  with  the  Company  commenced,  to  the  24th 
of  June  1784  inclusive. 

34.  Application  has  been  made  to  the  Presidencies  of  Fort  St.  George 
and  Bombay  for  an  account  of  all  advances  issued  to  His  Majesty’s  troops. 
When  we  receive  this  account  it  shall  be  transmitted  to  you  with  a  com¬ 
plete  account  of  the  sums  paid  here,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  settle 
the  claims  of  the  Crown  finally  with  His  Majesty’s  Paymaster  General 
or  at  the  War  Office. 


35.  On  the  2nd  of  August  we  resolved  on  a  further  reduction  of 
your  military  expences,  and  our  minutes  on  the  subject  were  accordingly 
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sent  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  be  carried  into  immediate  execution/"- -  , 
but  the  mode  we  adopted,  though  founded  on  principles  of  liberality 
never  before  practised  in  Indostan,  not  meeting  with  his  aDDrobation  on 
the  impulse  of  the  moment  he  addressed  us  a  letter  couched  in  terms 
which  we  deemed  disrespectful  and  unbecoming.  Representation  thereof 
having  been  made  to  him  signifying  that  we  would  yield  to  his  arguments, 
in  the  first  instance,  by  altering  our  minutes  to  the  form  entered  in  Con¬ 
sultation  8th  September  he  desired  to  withdraw  that  letter  and  substitute 

Consultations  8th  another’  to  which  we  consented,  but  still  finding  [it] 
September  &  9th  contrary  to  our  [interest]  an[d]  [inj  opposition  to 
October.  our  sentiments  we  resoKed  to  enter  all  the  papers  on 

I of  packet  num-  this  subject  upon  our  records,  and  beg  \our  particular 
bers-  attention  to  them  as  noted  in  the  margin. 


36.  We  do  not  wish  to  pass  any  censure  on  General  Stibbert  as  we 
are  confident  that  he  has  been  actuated  by  his  zeal  for  the  public  service, 
but  we  are  sorry  that  this  contention  has  been  the  cause  of  so  much  delay 
in  our  intentions  which,  from  a  reconsideration  of  the  subject  compara¬ 
tively  with  the  mode  recommended  by  him,  were  not  finally  adjusted  and 
passed  till  the  57th  September,  and  their  effect  did  not  commence  till  the 
1st  of  last  month,  a  delay  which  we  would  not  have  permitted  any  objec¬ 
tion  started  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  have  occasioned  had  the  state 
of  the  treasury  enabled  us  to  have  carried  this  reduction  into  execution 
earlier  by  making  the  necessary  disbursements  to  the  reformed  troops. 


37.  Having  found  it  necessary  during  the  late  war  to  invest  the 
commanding  officers  of  detachments  on  distant  service  with  powers  to 
carry  into  execution  the  sentences  of  courts  martial  we  were  happy  to 
avail  ourselves  of  the  fortunate  return  of  peace  to  revoke  this  authority, 
which,  we  are  concerned  to  observe,  has  not  always  been  conducted,  in 
our  opinion,  according  to  strict  principles  of  form  and  justice.  We  now 
allude  to  the  trial  of  Captain  Farmer. 


38.  On  the  demise  of  Major  Bruce  the  late  Adjutant  General  your 
Commander  in  Chief  thought  proper  to  invest  Captain  Peter  Murray  with 
the  charge  of  that  office,  and  repeatedly  urged  us  to  confirm  the  appoint¬ 
ment.  We  have  long  been  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  such  an  office, 
as  is  evident  from  the  various  applications  we  have  made  to  you  to  autho¬ 
rize  it,  but  we  could  not  be  prevailed  upon,  since  the  receipt  of  your  last 
orders  forbidding  it,  to  confirm  or  acknowledge  Captain  Murray  even  as 
acting  Adjutant  General  till  your  further  pleasure  should  be  known, 
until  the  repeated  and  importunate  representations  from  the  Commander 
in  Chief  affirming  that  the  appointment  of  an  officer  to  conduct  .this  duty 

was  indispensible,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  the 
TunenSU*tat*°n  *1St  establishment  annexed  to  that,  office;  we  therefore 
**une*  agreed  to  permit  Captain  Murray  to  execute  the  duties 

and  draw,  the  establishment  of  the  office  subject  to  your  pleasure  as 
recorded  in  our  consultations. 
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39.  Having  published  in  General  Orders  our  resolution  to  appoint 
no  more  cadets,  in  consequence  of  your  directions  to  that  effect,  it  was 
our  intention  to  have  strictly  adhered  to  the  resolution,  but  Colonels 
Morgan  and  Pearse,  commanding  the  detachments  on  service  at  Bombay 
and  in  the  Carnatic,  having  previous  to  their  receipt  of  this  publication 
appointed  Messrs.  Douglas,  Campbell  and  Ramsay,  who  served  with  them 
all  the  war  as  volunteers  and  had  distinguished  themselves  by  their  ardour 
and  military  spirit,  we  thought  a  justice  due  to  their  merit  to  comply  with 
the  strong  recommendations  of  their  commanding  officers,  and  agreed  to 
admit  them  as  having  been  nominated  prior  to  the  possibility  of  our 
orders  having  effect.  We  hope  therefore  you  will  be  pleased  to  confirm 
their  appointments. 

40.  From  the  number  of  minor  cadets  that  had  lately  been  appointed 
we  resolved  to  suspend  the  further  increase  of  them  for  some  time,  but 

very  few  applications  having  been  since  received  we 
Consultation  sist  have  thought  proper  to  comply  with  them,  as  this 
June-  establishment  is  no  great  burthen  to  the  service  and 

is  the  only  prospect  the  children  of  junior  officers  have  for  a  suitable 
education  or  maintenance;  we  shall  continue  to  comply  with  applications 
for  such  as  we  may  deem  proper  objects. 

41.  A  court  martial  for  the  trial  of  Major  Adderley  having  been 
assembled  in  Calcutta  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  issued  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  on  the  close  of  the  proceedings  he  directed  the  court  to  proceed 
on  the  trial  of  Lieutenant  Thompson,  but  this  they  declined  without  an 
order  from  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  and  adjourned  sine  die. 

43.  General  Stibbert  thereupon  requested  Mr.  Wheeler,  the  senior 
member  of  the  Board  in  Calcutta,  to  issue  an  order  in  garrison  to  that 
effect,  and  to  obtain  a  decision  of  the  Council  on  the  matter  of  right  he 
conceived  rested  upon  him  to  direct  the  court  to  proceed  on  any  further 
trial,  but  an  order  having  been  previously  issued  for  the  court  martial 
to  sit  on  the  trial  of  all  prisoners  that  might  be  brought  before  them, 
which  was  communicated  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  with  information 
at  the  same  time  that  the  orders  recommended  by  him  became  unnecessary, 
„d aLt  the  subject  ot  tight  which  he  claimed  should  be  discussed  at  a 
fuller  Board,  in  this  he  acquiesced  and  gave  hxs  reasons  for  desiring  our 
decision  on  the  point  in  question.  We  have  not  yet  had  time  to  take 
this  matter  into  consideration,  but  think  none  should  be  lost  in  noting 

it  to  you. 


43.  We  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  Lieutenant  Thompson  was 
cashiered,  upon  his  application  we  granted  him  an  order  for  a  charter- 
party  passage  on  the  Vansittart . 

1 

44.  Lieutenant  Dick,  preferring  his  rank  on  this  establishment,  has 

desired  to  relinquish  his  appointment  at  Bombay, 
Consultation  19th  which  has  accordingly  been  notified  to  the  President 

and  Council  there. 
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45.  Captain  Gowith,  who  resigned  vour  service  on  account  of  his 
ill  health  and  was  proceeding  to  Europe  some  Nears  ago  upon  the  pension, 
was  detained  a  prisoner  all  the  war  at  the  Cape,  and  upon  his  enlarge¬ 
ment  leturned  to  Bengal.  We  have  in  consideration  of  the  hardships  he 
has  sutiered  and  the  distress  he  has  been  in  restored  him  to  his  i'orznei 
rank  in  the  invalid  corps,  and  allowed  him  his  arrears. 


46.  In  our  consultations  noted  in  the  margin  vou  will  observe  the 
honourable  mat ks  of  distinction  which  we  were  induced  to  confer  on  the 


,  .  .  r  *i  sepovs  of  the  Bombav  Detachment  on  their  return  to 

Consultation  [ . 1  .  f  T  ..  '  .......  1  , 

this  side  of  India.  The  faithful!  and  approved  services 

of  these  troops  merited  even  mark  of  favour  and  encouragement  that  we 

could  devise  consistent  with  a  due  attention  to  vour  interests.  In  addi- 

* 

tion  therefore  to  the  rewards  before  given  we  were  happy  in  adopting  a 
recommendation  of  Mr.  Thomas  Law,  your  Collector  of  Ga^a,  to  exempt 
such  as  were  Hindoos  from  the  duties  which  are  generally  collected 


at  that  place,  and  particularly  so  when  this  invaluable  benefit  is  to  be 
allowed  without  any  deduction  in  the  collections;  the  A  until  having  verv 
liberally  promised  to  accede  to  an  indulgence  so  well  applied. 


47.  The  Board  of  Ordnance  having  represented  to  us  that  slings  and 
bayonet  scabbards  can  be  made  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  in  this  country 
than  is  charged  in  your  invoices  of  those  articles,  which  we  have  received, 
we  request  that  all  further  supplies  of  them  may  be  discontinued. 


48.  In  vour  letter  of  the  55th  January  1782  jou  informed  us  that 
lists  of  the  names  and  rank  of  cadets  should  be  conveyed  to  us  by  the 
latter  ships,  and  that  certificates  in  the  meantime  would  be  granted  by 
your  Secretary;  we  have  received  the  lists,  but  from  the  number  of  blanks 
remaining  in  them  we  are  unable  to  fix  the  rank  of  any  cadets  since  the 
year  1780,  as  several  gentlemen  have  produced  certificates  of  appointments 
whose  names  do  not  appear  in  the  lists.  Not  knowing  whether  any  of 
these  were  intended  to  fill  up  the  blanks  or  whether  they  have  been 
appointed  in  consequence  of  vacancies  occasioned  by  death  or  resignation 
in  Europe  we  request  you  will  cause  complete  lists  to  be  forwarded  to 
us  from  the  year  1780. 

49.  On  the  arrival  of  your  chartered  ships  of  this  season  we  sum¬ 
moned  the  passengers  before  us,  conformably  to  your  orders,  to  give  an 

account  of  their  treatment  during  the  voyage,  and  beg 
Consultation  19th  to  refer  yOU  to  our  consultations  for  their  replys. 

u  We  cannot  in  justice  to  the  commanders  of  the  Valen¬ 

tine,  Hillsborough  and  Mansfield  pass  unnoticed  the  favorable  representa¬ 
tion  of  their  conduct  by  every  passenger  on  board  their  ships,  which  con¬ 
vinced  us  that  the  best  and  most  satisfactory  treatment  had  been  received 
by  all.  We  therefore  ordered  our  thanks  to  be  communicated  to  Captains 
Lewis,  Hardcastle  and  Frazer,  and  promised  to  notify  the  same  to  you. 

50.  Major  Adderley  who  came  out  on  the  Berrington  having  been 
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left  at  Fort  St.  George  was  unable  to  appear  with  the  other  passengers  of 

that  ship,  but  having  been  brought  to  a  court  martial 
C?nSultatl0n  *lst  upon  his  arrival  on  charges  preferred  against  him  by 
ep  em  er.  Captain  Johnston  we  cannot  do  better  than  refer  you 

at  large  to  the  proceedings  of  the  court,  and  we  beg  leave  to  call  your 
particular  attention  to  it. 

51.  In  the  consultation  noted  in  the  margin  is  recorded  a  representa¬ 
tion  from  Captain  Montgomerie  setting  forth  that  the  voyage  of  the 

Besboroughj  under  his  command,  had  been  altered 
Consultation  8th  ancj  that  he  had  been  employed  on  service  with  the 

p  *  Southampton  and  Nassau  when  our  fleet  under  Sir 

Edward  Vernon1  lay  before  Pondicherry,  that  he  had  relinquished  great 
private  advantages  to  promote  the  public  service,  that  he  and  his  officers 
were  precisely  in  the  same  situation  with  Captains  Lennox  and  Gore  and 
their  officers  but  that  he  had  not  received  a  similar  reward  as  was  granted 
to  them  on  account  of  the  losses  incurred  by  that  service,  and  requesting 
to  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  his  brother  officers,  alledging  that  to 
grant  a  reward  to  two  ships  and  leave  his  out  would  be  equal  to  the 
severest  censure  on  himself  and  officers.  Deeming  this  claim  to  be  just 
we  could  not  but  consider  Captain  Montgomerie  entitled  to  the  same 
indulgence  as  the  commanders  and  officers  of  the  Southampton  and 
Nassau ,  and  therefore  complied  with  his  request  subject  however  to  your 
concurrence.  His  Attorney,  Mr.  Ferguson,  has  therefore  become  security 
to  repay  the  amount  issued  to  him  within  ten  days  after  it  shall  be 
demanded  should  you  direct  it. 


52.  In  our  letter  of  23rd  August  we  advised  you  of  the  unfortunate 
loss  of  the  Major,  and  now  transmit  you  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of 
enquiry  into  the  circumstances  thereof  a  separate  number  in  the  packet 
for  your  satisfaction. 


53.  The  ships  under  dispatch  are: 
The  Southampton  and  \ 

Van$ittart  j 


to  sail  10th  December. 


Besborouefh  and  v  ^  , 

Valentine  }  t0  sai1  *5*  December. 

The  Mansfield,  Hillsborough  and  Berrington  will  be  dispatched  as  soon 
after  as  their  lading  can  be  completed,  which  we  hope  will  be  in  all  [mc] 
January. 


54.  Our  wish  to  see  every  branch  of  your  service  faithfully  dis¬ 
charged,  no  less  than  our  regard  for  a  very  worthy  individual  induces  us 
to  recommend  Captain  Cudbert  Thornhill  to  the  honor  of  your  notice. 
He  is  desirous  of  succeeding  to  the  office  of  Master  Attendant  when  it 
shall  be  vacated  by  Mr.  Bowey,  the  gentleman  who  at  present  holds  it; 
an  office  for  which  the  pursuits  of  Captain  Thornhill  have  eminently 
qualified  him.  He  has  lived  no  less  than  one  and  thirty  years  in  India, 
twenty  years  of  which  he  has  traded  as  a  merchant  from  this  port  to  every 
other  in  India  and  till  lately  always  commanded  one  of  his  own  ships. 
Such  pursuits  have  not  only  made  him  acquainted  with  the  general  trade 
of  India  but  as  a  merchant  of  Calcutta  have  particularly  instructed  him 
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in  the  navigation  of  this  river  and  in  the  laws  and  customs  observed  in 
it.  His  private  character  is  universally  esteemed,  and  such  is  our  opinion 
of  his  integrity,  his  naval  and  commercial  knowledge  that  when  we  have 
required  information  upon  subjects  of  that  kind  we  have  frequently 
sought  and  received  it  from  him.  He  is  known  to  many  gentlemen  in 
England  and  to  some,  we  believe,  of  your  Honourable  Court.  To  their 
report  of  him  we  could  trust  for  the  evidence  of  his  merits,  and  of  the 
propriety  of  our  conduct  in  recommending  them  to  your  attention. 

55^  The  extensive  and  complicated  detail  of  public  business  which 
in  the  various  departments  of  this  Government  occupies  every  portion  of 
our  time  and  attention  has  produced  an  effect  which  we  have  long  indivi¬ 
dually  felt  with  great  regret,  but  which  all  our  endeavours  to  remedy 
have  unavoidably  proved  ineffectual. 

56.  The  business  in  the  Department  of  Inspection,  which  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  both  to  the  Company  and  to  individuals,  had  Insen¬ 
sibly  fallen  so  much  behind  that  some  measure  for  bringing  it  into  a 
regular  train,  and  preventing  the  effect  in  future,  became  absolutely 
necessary. 


57.  The  minute  process  of  investigation  and  the  tediousness  of 
application,  which  a  decision  on  intricate  claims  in  disputed  accounts 
requires,  we  had  experimentally  found  incompatible  with  that  allotment 
of  our  time  of  collective  attendance  to  which  the  pressing  and  separately 
more  important  objects  of  Government  obliged  us  to  adhere. 

58.  We  felt  it  therefore  our  indispensible  duty  to  form  an  arrange¬ 
ment  which,  reserving  to  our  own  consideration  and  decision  such  subjects 
as  were  the  proper  objects  of  our  immediate  care,  would  relieve  us  from 
a  load  of  detail  which  it  was  out  of  our  power  to  go  through  without  an 
irregularity  and  often  precipitancy  which  counteracted  in  its  effect  the 
purposes  of  the  institution. 

59.  We  therefore  resolved  to  appoint  a  committee  of  your  senior 
servants  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  accounts  in  the  Department  of 
Inspection,  and  investigating  all  claims  which  could  not  be  brought 

under  regular  official  controul  by  the  established 
25th  March.  officers  of  Government,  reporting  to  us  the  result  of 

their  enquiries  for  our  final  decision  on  the  subject  of  them.  This 
arrangement  took  place  accordingly  on  the  25th  March. 

60.  We  particularly  refer  you  to  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin 

for  the  fullest  explanation  of  this  subject,  and  the 
reasons  for  adopting  this  measure,  which  are  adduced 
22nd  &  26th  July!  at  large  in  the  several  minutes  of  the  members  of  our 
8th  &  10th  Septem-  Board.  As  a  difference  of  opinion  prevailed  relative 
ber.  25th  March.  to  ^  institution  we  enclose,  numbers  in  the  packet, 

the  several  minutes  delivered  in  upon  this  subject. 
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61.  You  will  find  by  our  proceedings  of  the  22nd  March  1784  that 
we  had  called  upon  the  Accountant  General  to  explain  to  us  the  material 
difference  which  may  be  observed  between  the  statements  of  the  quick 
and  dead  stock  of  this  Presidency  and  its  subordinates  forwarded  by  the 
Earl  of  Oxford,  and  those  which  had  been  previously  transmitted  to  vou, 
in  obedience  to  this  order,  on  the  31st  of  the  same  month.  He  submitted 
to  us  the  information  which  it  required,  but  as  he  has  requested  that 
copies  of  his  letters  of  the  6th  instant  and  31st  March  1784  may  go 
separate  numbers  in  this  dispatch  we  have  complied  with  his  request,  and 
hope  that  the  information  which  these  must  afford  will  be  satisfactory. 

62.  The  contract  for  victualling  the  garrison  expiring  on  the  4th 
October  we  advertized  to  the  necessity  of  appointing  a  proper  person  to 

receive  charge  of  the  depot.  Mr.  Belli  was  engaged 
thereby  to  make  [sic]  at  the  respective  periods  on  which 
the  several  branches  of  it  should  be  deliverable,  and 
accordingly  invested  Mr.  R.  C.  Plowden  with  this  charge,  allowing  a 
commission  of  8  per  cent  on  such  purchases  and  sales  as  we  might  here¬ 
after  think  proper  to  direct;  for  our  minutes  constituting  this  appointment 
we  beg  to  refer  you  to  our  Consultation  21st  September  1784. 


Consultation  16th 
September. 


63.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  the  first  sales  took 
place  on  the  2nd  instant  according  to  the  mode  prescribed  in  the  Con¬ 
sultation  above  referred,  and  in  justice  to  Mr.  Belli 

September tl0n  we  deem  it  incumbent  on  us  to  state  the  amount  for 

which  the  above  articles  ivere  laid  in  bv  him,  viz., 

* 

A.  Rs,  26,950  and  the  amount  of  their  sales  45,252,  difference  A.  Rs.  18.302. 
Such  an  instance  of  integrity  as  is  proved  by  the  above  difference,  which 
becomes  a  clear  profit  to  the  Company,  deserves  our  highest  encomiums. 

64.  Mr.  Belli  finding  it  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  to 
return  to  Europe  this  season  desired  our  permission  to  resign  your  service, 
which  we  have  granted. 


65.  As  you  have  been  pleased  to  direct  in  the  8th  paragraph  of  your 
General  Letter  23rd  January  1783  that  the  merits  or  demerits  of  your 
servants  returning  to  Europe  shall  be  stated  in  the  most  impartial  manner, 
and  as  this  gentleman’s  conduct  throughout  has  been  so  exemplary  and 
meritorious  as  to  have  obtained  our  unanimous  approbation  and  coun¬ 
tenance  we  cannot  let  his  resignation  pass  by  without  particularly  recom¬ 
mending  him  to  your  notice,  and  earnestly  requesting,  as  no  condition 
or  behaviour  in  life  can  always  command  prosperity,  that  he  may  be 
again  restored  to  his  rank  in  your  service  should  any  unforseen  events 
render  his  return  to  this  country  necessary.  That  you  may  be  more  deeply 
impressed  with  the  real  opinion  we  entertain  of  his  merits  and  the  conse¬ 
quent  sincerity  of  this  intercession  in  his  favour,  we  have  furnished  you 
with  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  resignation  and  of  our  minutes  thereon  separate 
numbers  in  the  packet. 

66.  We  communicated  to  Mr.  Paxton  the  paragraph  of  your  letter 
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to  us  of  the  16th  March  declaring  your  intention  to  oppose  his  application 
for  the  restitution  of  monies  paid  by  him  into  the  Dutch  treasury  at  Chin- 
surah  previous  to  the  capture  of  that  place.  His  reply  having  convinced 
us  that  the  transaction  was  concluded  prior  to  any  knowledge  of  the 
prohibition  of  loans  to  foreigners  and  the  motives  which  led  to  it  originat¬ 
ing  in  principles  of  humanity  we  beg  leave  to  call  your  particular  attention 
to  the  circumstances,  and  according[lv]  transmit  his  letter  a  separate 
number  in  the  packet. 


67.  In  obedience  to  your  commands  we  directed  our  Civil  Paymaster 

to  call  upon  Sir  John  Day  to  refund  the  extra  allow- 
Consultation  1st  ances  which  had  been  granted  to  him  subject  to  your 
.eptem  .  approbation,  but  in  consideration  of  the  hardships  he 

has  complained  of  we  have  complied  with  his  earnest  request  in  allowing 
him  to  repay  the  amount  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  months. 


68.  Having  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  ist  March  1783, 
paragraph  3rd,  directed  our  Secretary  and  Accountant  General  to  compile 
a  complete  list  of  your  civil  servants,  with  a  correct  account  of  the  salaries 
and  allowances  to  the  latest  period,  we  have  now  the  pleasure  to  transmit 
you  a  copy  thereof.  At  the  same  time  that  we  call  your  attention  to  our 
correspondence  on  this  subject  with  the  Board  of  Trade  we  must  remark 
that  the  advantages  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  your  servants  in  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Department  depend  on  contracts  and  agencies. 

69.  On  receipt  of  your  orders  of  25th  January  178 2  we  immediately 
called" upon  Mr.  Prinsep  to  surrender  his  grant  of  the  mines  at  Rotas  and 
Monghyr  and  priviledge  for  coining  of  copper,  and  ^  directed  him  to 
deliver  up  the  dyes  and  every  implement  of  coinage  in  his  possession.  But 
the  time  within  which  a  reservation  had  been  made  in  the  deed  of  your 
repeal  of  this  grant  having  expired  by  a  lapse  of  twelve  days  (though 
we  conceived  the  period  of  three  years  which  had  been  allowed  for  the 
receipt  of  your  orders  on  this  head  full  sufficient  to  provide  against  acci¬ 
dental  delays)  Mr.  Prinsep  required  a  confirmation  of  the  grant,  in 
consequence,  to  its  full  extent  of  twenty  seven  years;  but  in  submission 
to  your  commands  he  declared  his  readiness  to  pay  implicit  obedience  to 
them  on  being  indemnified  for  losses  and  expences  he  alleged  having 
unavoidably  incurred  in  working  the  mines  and  bringing  the  coinage 
to  perfection.  We  cannot  in  this  place  deny  him  the  justice  to  admit  that 
his  mint  has  greatly  exceeded  our  expectations,  and  has  no  doubt  been  of 
service  since  the  scarcity  of  bullion  has  been  so  great  as  to  occasion  the  most 
alarming  impediments  in  the  general  and  necessary  currency  of  this  coun¬ 
try.  We  had  established  a  practice  of  issuing  one  per  cent  in  copper 
money,  which  is  now  observed  in  all  payments^  and  we  have  reason  to 
think  that  the  regulations  and  restrictions  to  which  this  work  was  subject 
would  have  rendered  it,  in  the  course  of  time,  an  establishment  of  great 
utility  and  advantage  to  the  Company,  and  would  doubtless  have  obtain¬ 
ed  a  preference  over  cowries  in  exchange  for  the  necessaries  of  life  among 
the  lower  classes  of  people,  not  to  speak  of  the  benefits  that  would  have 
accrued  to  the  British  nation  when  taken  in  a  political  view  by  the 
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employment  of  so  much  copper,  as  the  original  plan  of  coining  the  copper 
from  the  mines  of  this  country  was  set  aside,  and  none  but  Europe  copper 
admitted,  besides  reserving  the  quantity  of  specie  that  was  annually 
exported  to  the  Maldives  for  cowries  to  these  provinces. 

70.  The  indemnity  claimed  by  Mr.  Prinsep  amounted  to  so  large  a 
sum  that  however  inclined  we  might  be  to  reward  his  merit  we  did  not 
deem  ourselves  authorized  to  comply  with  his  demands,  and  upon  declar¬ 
ing  a  resolution  of  ultimately  trying  his  claims  in  Chancery  we  resolved  to 
take  the  advice  of  our  Advocate  General,  and  being  furnished  with  his 
opinion  we  again  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  grant  kc a.,  kc a.,  but 
Mr.  Prinsep  representing  in  the  strongest  terms  the  ruin  that  would 
inevitably  be  his  fate  without  some  compensation  for  merely  the  losses 
which  he  sustained,  estimating  them,  by  accounts  delivered  in  upon  honor 
which  he  offered  to  vouch  by  the  most  solemn  affidavit,  at  current  rupees 
1,65,389-13-6,  and  praying  at  the  same  time  that  he  might  be  allowed  to 
prove  them  before  any  persons  we  would  appoint  to  arbitrate  his  demands, 
we  considered  this  proposal  so  fair  and  equitable  that  upon  his  agreeing 
to  restrict  the  amount  to  the  above  sum  we  consented  to  refer  them  to 
the  decision  of  Messrs.  Croftes,  Alexander  and  Paxton,  as  men  of  judgment 
and  abilities  equal  to  the  task,  and  characters  superior  to  the  power  of 
influence  or  partiality. 

71.  This  matter  has  in  consequence  been  referred  to  these  gentlemen 
whose  award  is  to  be  delivered  in  on  the  31st  of  this  month,  and  shall  be 
notified  to  you  by  the  first  ship  that  sails  after  that  period. 

72.  In  our  proceedings  of  29th  May  1783  you  will  observe  the  diffi¬ 
culties  to  which  we  are  reduced  in  endeavouring  wholly  to  comply  with 
your  orders  to  remove  all  persons  from  civil  employment  who  did  not 
absolutely  belong  to  our  establishment.  Among  several  instances  of  this 
nature  the  case  of  Mr.  Motte  occurs.  He  had  succeeded  the  late  Mr.  Play- 
dell  in  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  the  Police,  which  having  been 
regularly  established  by  a  bye  law  it  was  deemed  impracticable  legally 
to  remove  him  unless  some  act  of  delinquency  were  proved  against  him. 

73.  Mr.  Sherburn,  one  of  your  oldest  civil  servants,  had  long  acted 
in  the  capacity  of  Deputy,  but?  there  being  no  immediate  prospect  of  his 
succession,  the  emoluments  of  the  inferior  office  being  infinitely  inadequate 
to  the  duties,  and  above  all  his  great  length  of  service  leading  him  into  a 
belief  that  some  degree  of  stigma  would  be  incurred  were  he  still  to  con¬ 
tinue  under  a  man  who  not  being  in  the  list  of  your  servants  was  conse¬ 
quently  deemed  his  inferior,  he  accordingly  resigned  on  15th  July. 

74.  Many  days  having  elapsed  after  his  resignation  and  no  applica¬ 
tions  having  been  made  by  any  of  your  servants  to  succeed  him  we  were 
induced  to  believe  that  the  objections  which  had  been  stated  by  Mr.  Sher¬ 
burn  had  equal  weight  with  all  your  servants.  And  as  the  necessary 
duties  of  the  office  could  not  be  carried  on  without  the  early  appointment 
of  a  successor  we  judged  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  make  choice  of  one  of 
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the  oldest  inhabitants  of  this  town,  whose  respectable  character,  long 
residence  and  knowledge  of  the  language  and  customs  of  the  natives 
rendered  him  a  proper  person  to  fill  it  with  credit,  and  selected  Mr.  John 
Miller  for  the  trust. 

75.  The  same  inducements  operated  with  us  to  make  choice  of 
Mr.  Robert  McFarlane  of  equal  good  character  and  capacity  to  execute 
the  duties  of  Clerk  of  the  Market,  which  employ  we  thought  it  advisable 
to  separate  wholU  from  the  office  of  police,  as  it  was  formerly  in  order 
to  obviate  the  numerous  impositions  and  other  inconveniencies  to  which 
the  inhabitants  at  large  were  daily  becoming  more  subject  from  the 
inability  of  one  person  alone  to  superintend  and  controul  the  extensive 
dealings  and  transactions  of  this  increasing  settlement. 

76.  Some  arrangements  for  this  office  were  adopted  immediately  on 

Mr.  McFarlane’s  taking  charge,  and  shortly  afterwards 
Consultations  26th  he  proposed  to  us  additional  regulations  which,  having 
July  and  23rd  August,  met  with  our  unanimous  approbation,  your  law  officers 

were  accordingly  directed  to  prepare  them  in  the  form 
of  a  bye  law,  for  the  early  and  complete  confirmation  of  the  Supreme 
Court. 


77.  The  subscribers  to  the  remittance  loan  of  35  lacks  of  rupees 
having  applied  to  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  those  to  the  loan  advertized 
for  in  October  1783  we  gave  our  assent  to  this  indulgence,  and  the  bills 
will  be  granted  for  the  principal  and  interest  which  will  be  due  thereupon 
accordingly. 

78.  We  are  much  concerned  that  you  should  have  of  late  had  reason 
to  complain  of  the  Indexes  to  our  Consultations,  We  have  given  parti¬ 
cular  directions  for  that  point  of  official  duty  to  he  strictly  attended  to 
by  our  Sub  Secretary  who  is  charged  with  the  compilation  of  it,  and  we 
hope  you  will  find  the  Index  at  present  sent  home  from  this  Department 
executed  to  your  satisfaction,  and  sufficiently  full  and  clear  upon  every 
reference  you  may  have  occasion  to  make  to  our  consultations. 

79.  We  have  the  most  sensible  pleasure  in  advising  you  that  the 
present  appearance  of  a  plentiful  harvest  has  induced  us  to  take  off  the 
embargo  on  the  exportation  of  grain  under  certain  restrictions  which  will 
appear  in  our  consultations,  as  we  think  no  caution  too  great  when  the 
lives  of  millions  are  concerned  in  the  present  case. 

80.  The  state  of  the  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows: 

Ready  money 

♦ 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  65*918  7  6 

Khalsah  ...  ...  39,078  1  11 

-  1,04,996  9  5 
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Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 

Sicca  rupees  10,50,000  o  o  15,18,000  o  o 

Khalsah 

Sicca  rupees  97,187  8  9  1,15,737  8  11 

-  l3’$°>737  8  11 

Unsorted  treasure 
Khalsah 

From  Burdwan  rupees  2,597-5 

Valued  at  10  per  cent  better  than  current  rupees  ...  5,557  o  9 

Current  rupees  14,38,561  3  \ 

Balance  account  deposit  ...  11,39,519  15  11 

Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 

Mayor’s  Court  ...  1,50,161  13  9 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has  ceased 
by  public  advertizement  ...  45,117  0  8 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent  .  .  1,66,69,607  15  11 

4  per  cent  remittance  loan  ...  16,96,680  o  o 

-  1,96,71,086  7  8 


Fort  William,  N 

the  10th  December  1784. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Honourable  Sirs  etc. 
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Accountant  General's  observations  regarding  early  settlement  of 
Company's  debts  in  India  transmitted  to  the  Court. 


GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 


T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

» 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1-  The  investigation  to  which  our  Accountant  General  was  led,  in 
obedience  to  our  orders  of  nth  September,  having  suggested  some  obser¬ 
vations  to  him  on  the  relative  concern  which  the  transactions  of  this 
Government  had  to  the  expectations  which  were  grounded  on  your  reports 
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to  the  Honourable  House  of  Commons  of  the  14th  February  and  31st 
May  1784,  although  these  were  originally  intended  merely  for  our  private 
inspection  set  as  we  think  they  contain  information  of  the  utmost  impor¬ 
tance,  and  clearl)  exhibit  the  event  is  likely  to  verifs  your  expectations  of 
the  Honourable  Company’s  debts  in  India  being  discharged  in  a  very 
little  time,  after  that  period  by  which  you  had  at  first  expected  that  they 
would  be  discharged,  we  have  therefore  directed  them  to  be  transmitted 
to  you  a  separate  number  in  the  Sm  prize's  packet,  and  beg  leave  to  re¬ 
commend  them  to  sour  serious  attention. 

d 


Fort  William,  We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

the  10th  December  1784.  Honourable  Sirs,  etc. 
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Dispach  of  ships 


GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 


T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies, 

Honourable  Sirs, 

[1]  Our  dispatches  by  the  Surprize >  of  which  we  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  you  duplicates  per  Southampton ,  are  so  full  and  so  recent  that 
we  shall  defer  sending  you  any  of  our  proceedings  in  this  Department  till 
the  departure  of  the  Valentine ,  which  will  take  place  on  the  fifth  of  next 
month.  At  that  time  we  shall  transmit  you  our  broken  set  of  proceedings 
from  the  sailing  of  the  Surprize  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

[2]  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  V ansittart  and 
Besborough  will  sail  in  a  day  or  two  after  the  Southampton , 

The  state  of  the  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows,  viz., 

Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ...  5®»7*8  1  ® 

KhBlsah  ...  3&21*  8  6 

- -  94>93<>  to  o 
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Bills  receivable 
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General  Treasury 

Sicca  rupees  10,50,300  o  o  12,18,000  o  o 

Khalsah  do.  77*841  1  o  90,295  10  1 

-  13,08,295  io  0 

Current  rupees  14,03,226  4  0 

Balance  account  deposits  ...  13,07,309  7  2 

Do.  Accountant  General  to  the 

Mayor’s  Court  ...  1,20,161  13  9 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has  ceased 
by  public  advertizement  ...  45,n7  o  8 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent  ...  1,66,69,607  12  11 

4  per  cent  remittance  loan  ...  16,96,680  o  o 

-  1,98,38,876  2  6 


We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Honourable  Sirs, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servants. 

Fort  William,  Warren  Hastings/ John  Macpherson/ 

the  28th  December  1784.  John  Stables. 

Received  per  Southampton  the  9th  June  1785. 


26 

LETTER  DATED  29  DECEMBER  1784 

Shipping  details . 

GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 

T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

Til  We  have  now  the  honor  to  dispatch  to  you  the  Besborough  and 

'  '  1  * _ A.  ^ 


10  JANUARY  1785  517 

our  Separate  Letter  by  the  Surprize  and  the  Accountant  General's  observa* 
tions  accompanying. 

[2]  The  amount  of  the  cargo  laden  on  board  the  Southampton  is 
current  rupees  13,56,225,  that  of  the  Besborough  is  current  rupees  14,82,000. 
The  Vansittart  will  take  her  departure  in  a  day  or  two,  and  shortly  after¬ 
wards  we  shall  again  have  the  pleasure  of  addressing  you  by  the  Valentine , 

[3]  The  state  of  the  treasuries  this  day  is  the  same  as  we  particularly 
notified  in  our  letter  per  Southampton . 

Fort  William,  We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 

29th  December  1784. 
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LETTER  DATED  10  JANUARY  1785 

Ships  dispatched . 

GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 

I  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 


1.  On  the  29th  ultimo  we  wrote  you  by  the  Southampton  and 
Besborough  and  have  now  the  honor  of  dispatching  the  Vansittart  The 
invoice  of  this  ship  amounts  to  current  rupees  13,77,1000-0. 


The  state  of  the  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows: 


Ready  money 


General  Treasury  ... 
Khalsah 


Rills  receivable 


76,829  6  8 

57>837  7  5 

-  1,34,666  14  1 


General  Treasury 

Sicca  rupees  11,56,120  u  t  13,41,100  0  o 

Khalsah  3,23,003  5  6  3,74,683  14  o 


17.15.783  14  ° 


18,50,450  is  1 
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Unsorted  treasure 


Khalsah  t 

From  Burdwan  7,608-13-5 

Valued  at  10  per  cent  better  than  current  rupees  ...  8,369  11  4 


Balance  account  deposits 

Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 
Mayor's  Court 

Do.  of  old  bonded  debt  on  which 
the  interest  has  ceased  by 
public  advertizement 
New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent 
4  per  cent  remittance  loan 

Fort  William, 

the  10th  January  1785. 


Current  rupees  18,58,820  7  5 
i3>2°>557  5  6 

1,20,161  15  9 


45,117  0  8 
1,66,69,607  12  11 
16,96,680  0  O 

- 1,98,52,124  O  10 


We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 
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LETTER  DATED  17  JANUARY  1785 

Tender  for  Oudh  cloth  rejected — reasons  for  providing  a  small  annual 
investment  for  Mocha  market — services  of  Perring  and  Lloyd  recommended 
appointment  of  the  Sheriff  of  Calcutta — controversy  between  Colonel 
Gordon  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Duff  over  courts  martial — Colonel 
Gordon's  proposal  for  uniting  the  King's  and  Company's  troops  in  service 
rejected — appreciation  of  the  services  of  Colonels  Muir,  Pop  ham,  Blair 
and  Elliot . 


GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 

T  O  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1.  Having  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  by  the  Southampton  and 
Besborough  we  beg  leave  per  Valentine,  Captain  Lewis,  to  forward  tripli¬ 
cate  of  that  letter  together  with  our  broken  set  of  proceedings  in  this 
Department  from  the  dispatch  of  the  Surprize  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

2.  The  Vansittart's  packet  was  sent  from  Calcutta  on  the  10th 

inet-ant-  frVi  inxrnirp  /if  that  cViiiVc  rirrrA  ammintc  tr\  nirrAnt  rimPP® 
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13,77,100-0-0,  that  of  the  Valentine  to  current  rupees  13,15*300-0-0.  The 
Besborough  and  Southampton  quitted  their  pilots  on  the  7th  instant. 

3.  In  the  consultations  noted  in  the  margin  you  will  observe  the 

further  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  us 
&  C2  ^iT^Novembe^  and  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  subject  of  the  invest- 
sist  December.  meat  of  1784/5,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

It  contains  little  more  than  an  acquiescence  on  the 
part  of  that  Board  to  the  small  scale  to  which  your  commands  and  the 
exhausted  state  of  our  resources  compelled  us  to  confine  our  advances;  we 
have  however  the  satisfaction  to  inform  \ou  that  drafts  upon  the  treasury 
for  the  sum  allotted  have  been  issued. 

4.  In  consequence  of  the  very  urgent  representations  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  we  have  also  issued  drafts  on  the  treasury  for  which  bills  on 

the  Bahar  province  will  be  granted  for  three  lacs  of 
Consultations  29th  sicca  rupees,  being  the  sum  allowed  for  the  provision 

December.  saltpetre  for  1784/5.  This  is  not  however  on  any 

account  to  be  admitted  as  an  increase  or  alteration  in 
the  investment  of  1784/5  but  to  be  considered  as  a  separate  store  and 
disposed  of  as  may  hereafter  be  determined. 

5.  The  Board  of  Trade  have  received  from  Mr.  John  Pendred  Scott 
a  tender  of  Owde  cloths  to  the  extent  of  three  lacs  of  rupees  beyond  his 
existing  engagements,  and  recommended  our  acceptance  of  it  for  the 
purpose  of  compleating  the  cargoes  of  all  your  ships.  We  cannot  but 
admit  the  force  of  their  reasoning  on  this  subject  but  your  restrictive 
orders  and  the  state  of  our  treasury  compelled  us  to  reject  it. 

6.  Understanding  that  the  President  and  Council  at  Bombay  had 
made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  last  year  to  execute  your  commands  to 
provide  a  cargo  of  coffee  in  consequence  of  the  low  state  of  the  Company’s 
credit  at  Mocha,  and  having  more  ships  here  than  we  can  dispatch  with 
cargoes  to  Europe  we  desired  the  Board  of  Trade  to  provide  a  small 
investment  fit  for  the  Mocha  market,  and  have  resolved  to  send  the  Lord 
Cambden  to  that  place  with  it. 

7.  It  is  our  intention  to  repeat  this  measure  annually  until  we  are 
favored  with  your  sentiments  on  the  advantages  of  it,  and  we  trust  on  a 

perusal  of  the  plan  at  large,  recorded  on  our  proceed- 
Consultation  21st  ings,  it  will  meet  with  your  entire  approbation.  Our 
ccem  *  motives  for  adopting  it  were  the  employment  of  one 

of  your  chartered  ships,  the  relief  of  the  Presidency  of  Bombay  by  throw¬ 
ing  into  their  possession  a  valuable  cargo  provided  by  our  means,  a  desire 
to  recover  the  Company’s  lost  credit  at  Mocha  and  lastly  a  compliance 
as  far  as  lies  in  our  power  with  your  commands. 

8.  Many  individuals  having  signified  their  wish  to  be  allowed  the 
same  indulgence  which  was  granted  last  year,  conformably  to  your  orders, 
for  permitting  raw  silk  to  be  shipped  on  board  your  homeward  bound 
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Indiamen  we  restricted  all  applications  of  this  nature  to  be  delivered  h 
before  the  31st  December,  and  have  requested  the  Board  of  Trade  to  mak 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  admitting  the  several  claimants  to  thi 
privilege.  An  account  ot  the  quantity  will  be  transmitted  you  from  tha 
Department. 

9.  We  have  also  received  an  application  for  leave  to  occupy  some  0 
your  tonnage  with  indigo  and  Owde  cloths,  but  did  not  think  proper  t< 
comply  with  this  requisition  without  first  taking  the  sentiments  of  you 
Board  of  Trade  upon  the  subject,  and  have  accordingly  refered  it  for  thei 
opinion. 


xo.  Having  already  advised  you  of  the  steps  we  resolved  on,  in  cor 
sequence  of  your  orders  of  the  15th  June  1784,  for  the  redemption  of  th 
sums  paid  into  our  treasury  for  bills  to  be  granted  on  you  the  first  c 
February  next,  we  have  now  to  acquaint  you  that  on  the  expiration  of  th 
term  prescribed  for  notification  thereof,  according  to  our  advertizemen 
already  transmitted  to  you,  no  more  than  current  rupees  5,65,950-1-6  ar 
required  to  be  repaid  from  our  treasury.  Consequently  we  shall  b 
obliged  to  grant  the  bills,  promised  in  our  several  advertizements,  fo 
current  rupees  66,03,019-3-10. 

11.  We  think  it  necessary  to  remark  that  many  individuals  are  unde 
the  necessity  of  placing  an  implicit  reliance  on  your  accepting  these  bills 
and  we  are  confident  it  will  be  more  agreeable  to  them  to  receive  paymen 
from  you  at  the  end  of  four  years  with  the  legal  interest  of  England 
although  less  advantageous,  than  to  have  their  bills  returned,  as  in  th 
last  event  they  would  be  entitled  to  the  Company's  established  interes 
of  8  per  cent,  which  is  3  per  cent  more  than  you  will  pay  at  home.  W 
must  therefore  hope  that  you  will  duly  honor  these  bills,  and  that  thos 
who  have  received  them  with  the  knowledge  of  the  restriction  of  you 
orders  against  their  being  drawn,  as  published  by  advertizement,  will  nc 
have  that  circumstance  turned  in  argument  by  you  against  your  accep 
ance  of  them.  The  dependance  which  they  have  placed  upon  your  fait 
gives  them  the  stronger  claim  to  your  consideration,  and  the  more  especiall 
as  that  dependance  tends  immediately  to  the  relief  of  this  Governmer 
and  must  eventually  increase  your  ability  to  honor  them  when  they  becom 
finally  due.  We  shall  say  no  more  upon  this  subject  but  leave  it  implicitl 
to  your  candid  determination. 

15.  We  have  received  an  address  from  Captain  Lewis  on  this  subjec 
which  we  send  a  number  in  the  packet,  and  beg  to  recommend  it  to  you 
favourable  attention. 


13.  It  having  been  represented  to  us  by  the  friends  of  Miss  An 
Keene  that  she  is  in  the  greatest  distress  for  want  of  remittances  from  th: 
country  since  the  suspension  of  the  privilege  formerly  allowed  her  b 
your  Honourable  Court,  we  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  grant  a  sett  c 

Killc  in  V> pr  ■Potrrvr  it  a  ncnol  a 
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14.  The  commanders  of  the  Southampton ,  Bcsborough,  Mansfield 
and  Vansittart  have  represented  the  inadequacy  oi  the  allowance  fixed* 
according  to  that  granted  for  Lord  Macleod’s  regiment,  for  the  table  and 
accommodation  of  the  King’s  officers  embarked  on  board  their  respective 
ships,  on  account  of  the  high  price  of  all  kinds  of  provisions,  particularly 
such  as  are  necessary  to  be  provided  for  a  Europe  voyage,  compared  with 
the  prices  in  England*  and  on  these  grounds  solicited  the  same  allowance 
as  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  grant  to  such  officers  as  might  be  inclined 
to  procure  their  own  conveyances.  We  did  not  think  ourselves  authorized 
to  comply  with  their  request,  but  deeming  their  case  worthy  of  considera¬ 
tion,  as  we  cannot  but  acquiesce  in  the  justice  ol  their  representation,  we 
promised  to  recommend  them  to  \our  favourable  notice  from  a  persuasion 
that  you  would  not  suffer  the  commanders  of  \our  ships  to  incur  any 
loss  on  this  account. 


15.  Mr.  John  Hill  has  applied  to  us  for  permission  to  resign  the 

Honourable  Company’s  service,  which  we  have  granted; 
Dacember?tl0n  *7£h  ltlis  gentleman  has  been  accommodated  with  a  passage 

to  Europe  on  board  the  Besborough. 

16.  Mr.  Templer,  finding  it  necessary  to  proceed  to  Europe  for  the 

adjustment  of  his  private  affairs,  has  obtained  our 
D^embenti0n  permission  to  resign  the  service  and  take  his  passage 

on  a  Danish  ship.  Had  not  Mr.  Templer  himself 
solicited  11s  to  bear  such  testimony  of  his  conduct  as  we  might  think  him 
deserving  of,  in  compliance  with  your  orders,  we  should  deem  it  an 
injustice  to  him  not  to  acquaint  you  that  he  has  regularly  observed  the 
most  scrupulous  attention  to  his  duty  on  all  occasions  where  his  services 
have  been  called  forth,  and  has  ever  acquited  himself  with  propriety, 
diligence  and  integrity. 

17.  Mr.  John  Perring,  who  held  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Adawlut 

.  at  Mehysee,  has  requested  our  permission  to  resign 

December?11011  station  and  your  service  that  he  may  go  home 

for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  We  are  fully  per¬ 
suaded  this  step  is  absolutely  necessary,  although  he  has  not  sent  in  the 
certificate  which  you  require  upon  the  affidavit  of  3  senior  surgeons  of 
the  Presidency;  but  as  we  apprehend  this  omission  is  owing  to  his  having 
been  absent  from  Calcutta  and  being  consequently  deprived  of  their 
advice  and  assistance  has  been  unable  to  procure  this  voucher  in  testimony 
of  his  pretentions  to  return  to  your  service  with  his  rank,  we  think  him 
no  less  entitled  to  your  notice  if  ever  he  shall  desire  it,  and  therefore  beg 
leave  to  recommend  him  as  a  steady  and  faithful  servant  who  has  always 
conducted  himself  to  our  entire  satisfaction. 

18.  Mr.  John  Lloyd  has  also,  from  a  laborious  and  unremitting  atten¬ 

tion  to  one  of  the  most  unpleasant  and  disagreeable 

December11^11  l6th  employments  in  your  service,  been  under  the  necessity 

of  resigning  with  an  intention  of  proceeding  to  Europe 
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and  rigid  attention  to  his  trust  in  superintending  the  unloading,  reload¬ 
ing  and  dispatching  of  your  ships  at  Kedjeree  has  been  so  meritorious  as 
to  acquire  him  our  thanks  and  promise  to  recommend  him,  as  we  now 
beg  leave  to  do,  to  your  favourable  notice. 


19.  Mr.  William  Dundas  one  of  your  civil  servants  on  the  Madras 

establishment,  who  came  out  in  the  Hussar  a  Danish 

December  atl°n  *lSt  ship  whidi  passed  Madras,  having  been  compelled  to 

apply  for  our  permission  to  resign  the  service  and 
return  to  England  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  which  appears  absolutely 
necessary  from  the  certificate  delivered  in  upon  oath  by  the  senior  surgeons 
at  this  Presidency,  we  complied  with  his  desire;  and  we  trust  as  soon  as 
he  shall  have  recovered  his  health  that  you  will  restore  him  to  his  rank 
in  the  service. 


30.  The  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  according  to  the  rules  of 

the  Charter,  returned  Messrs.  Philip  Young,  William 
Consultation  9th  Smoult  and  William  Hall  to  us  for  the  appointment 

of  a  Sheriff  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  first  of  these 
gentlemen  being  a  Barrister  in  the  Supreme  Court,  the  second  an  Attorney 
at  law  and  the  third  a  young  man  who  came  out  in  the  Lord  Mansfield , 
we  had  not  any  alternative  but  that  of  appointing  Mr.  Young  who,  of  the 
three  returned,  we  thought  the  fittest  person  to  fill  that  station. 

X 

31.  Several  of  His  Majesty’s  officers  who  served  on  the  other  side  of 
India  were  obliged,  from  the  great  distress  of  the  Presidency  of  Bombay 

for  cash,  to  take  treasury  certificates  instead  of  their 
Consultation  3rd  pay^  an(j  having  one  and  all  brought  these  certificates 

J  /  7  5-  here  *n  tjie  0£  getting  them  paid  by  us  we  have, 

though  with  much  reluctance,  been  under  the  necessity  of  refusing  to 
discharge  them,  but  have  promised  to  recommend  this  matter  to  your 
particular  attention,  and  doubt  not,  when  you  take  the  situation  of  our 
funds  into  consideration  and  the  unfortunate  predicament  in  which  these 
gentlemen  are  situated,  that  you  will  immediately  give  orders  for  their 
discharge.  We  should  not  have  hesitated  to  grant  bills  on  you  for  the 
amount  of  these  certificates  had  the  application  been  made  previous  to 
our  receipt  of  your  orders  peremptorily  forbiding  all  other  drafts  on  you 
without  authority. 


32.  We  send  you,  separate  numbers  in  the  packet,  a  correspondence 
which  has  passed  between  Colonel  Gordon,  the  senior  officer  in  His 
Majesty's  service  now  in  Bengal,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Duff,  President 
of  a  court  martial  assembled  in  Calcutta  for  the  trial  of  prisoners  under 
our  express  warrant.  Although  we  have  stated  the  terms  of  this  question 
through  all  its  relations  in  the  most  pointed  terms  such  as  the  importance 
of  the  subject  required,  yet  to  prevent  misconceptions  we  wish  to  obviate 
any  application  of  our  arguments  to  the  prejudice  of  Colonel  Gordon 
from  whom  the  subject  originated.  Many  allowances  ought  to  be  made 
for  an  officer  standing  in  the  peculiar  situation  in  which  he  has  been 
placed,  sent  to  this  Presidency  without  any  authority  which  we  can  acknow- 
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ledge,  charged  with  orders  which  so  far  as  the  execution  lies  within  his 
breast  he  must  obey,  but  of  which  we  cannot  admit  the  authority,  and 
entrusted  with  the  support  of  pretensions,  with  the  eyes  of  his  whole 
corps  watching  his  conduct  with  a  jealous  attention  and  ready  to  impute 
to  him  the  charge  of  abandoning  their  common  rights  were  he  either  to 
neglect  or  but  feebly  to  assert  them.  Thus  much  we  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  say  from  the  respect  which  we  bear  to  his  chaiacter,  both 
as  a  gentleman  and  as  an  officer  who  has  distinguished  himself  in  the 
support  of  your  service  and  interest. 


53.  It  is  the  claim  only  which  has  been  asserted  by  him  that  we  wish 
to  bring  forward  to  your  notice,  and  must  eamestlj  request  that  you  will 
afford  us  the  fullest  instructions  on  the  several  resolutions  we  have  passed 
respecting  it.  To  Colonel  Gordon  we  are  indebted  for  having  furnished 
us  with  this  occasion  of  refering  these  questions  to  your  consideration. 
They  have  long  proved  a  source  of  great  embarrassment  to  us,  though  we 
have  avoided  to  trouble  you  concerning  them  at  a  time  when  a  multipli¬ 
city  of  affairs  of  more  immediate  urgency  seemed  to  claim  your  whole 
attention,  and  the  inconvenience  which  we  suffered  from  the  want  of 
sufficiently  defined  or  ascertained  authority  did  not  press  with  much  weight 
on  ourselves. 

34.  We  beg  leave  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  our  resolutions 

respecting  the  King’s  officers  and  men  sent  here  by 
De^mber311011  t^ie  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  .to  be  accommodated 

with  passages  to  England.  Having  frequently  repre¬ 
sented  the  embarrassments  and  inconveniencies  to  which  this  measure 
has  subjected  us  you  will  not  be  surprized  at  every  exertion  in  our  power 
to  send  them  to  England  as  soon  as  possible,  and  we  trust  the  measures 
we  have  adopted,  which  appear  at  large  in  our  Consultation  of  the  27th 
December,  will  meet  with  your  entire  approbation. 


35.  Colonel  Gordon  submitted  through  the  Governor  General  a  pro¬ 

posal  for  incorporating  the  King’s  soldiers  into  one 
Consultation  15th  body,  or  of  uniting  them  in  service  with  those  of  the 

iiprpmnPT  *  o  m 

Company  in  any  other  mode  than  that  of  enlisting 
them  according  to  the  permission  granted  by  His  Majesty,  We  referred 
this  proposal  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  for  the  reasons  contained 
Consultation  27th  m  his  letter  informed  Colonel  Gordon  that  we  did 
December.  not  approve  of  it. 

36.  Since  that  period  a  letter  has  been  received  by  Golcftiel  Gordon 
from  Major  General  Campbell,  authorizing  him  to  order  the  officers  to 
grant  discharges  to  such  of  the  men  as  are  willing  to  enlist,  which  we 
hope  with  the  measures  we  have  adopted  for  the  recruiting  service  will 
be  the  means  of  our  retaining  in  Bengal  many  valuable  men,  indeed  our 
artillery  and  infantry  European  regiments  are  much  in  need  of  being 
recruited  owing  to  the  few  men  that  have  been  sent  out  this  year. 
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st 7.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  letter,  recorded  in  the  Consultation 

of  the  59th  November,  from  Captain  Call,  your  Sur- 

Novemberati°n  veyor  General,  which  accompanied  his  map  of  India. 

This  map  is  at  present  only  in  a  rough  state  and  on 
one  sheet,  but  we  are  assured  by  Captain  Call  that  it  will  soon  be  com¬ 
pleted  on  16  or  sto  sheets  and  transmitted  to  you;  if  we  are  to  judge  from 
what  we  have  seen  the  highest  approbation  in  our  opinion  that  we 
can  give  of  this  work  is  to  inform  you  that  it  will  speak  for  itself. 

28.  Captain  William  Gawith  and  Lieutenants  Thomas  Failder  and 
Laurence  Rawstorne  have  been  obliged  by  extreme  indisposition  to  quit 

your  service  and  retire  upon  Lord  Clive's  bounty. 

Consultations  21st  These  gentlemen  after  having  taken  the  prescribed 
i5t  ecem  er.  oatk  Qf  qualification  were  furnished  with  the  usual 
certificates  with  which  they  proceed  to  Europe  on  the  early  ships  of  this 
season,  as*will  appear  by  the  respective  lists  of  passengers. 


29.  In  the  consultation  noted  in  the  margin  you  will  find  a  recom¬ 
mendation  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  respecting  an 
Consultation  16th  exchange  between  Mr.  Thomas  Stamford,  an  ensign  in 
ecem  er.  His  Majesty’s  service,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Griffith  a  cadet 

on  this  establishment,  which  we  have  consented  to  for  the  reasons  set 
forth  in  the  Commander  in  Chiefs  letter  and  in  consideration  of  the 
particular  case  of  Mr.  Stamford  as  represented  by  himself.  This  gentle¬ 
man  therefore  comes  in  as  the  youngest  cadet  of  the 

Decemberati°n  Year  hi  which  Mr.  Griffith  was  appointed,  or  of  any 

that  have  since  been  appointed  by  you.  But  we  have 
declared  in  General  Orders  that  this  indulgence  is  not  to  be  considered  as 
a  precedent. 


30.  Since  the  departure  of  the  Surprize  packet  we  have  permitted 
several  of  your  military  servants  to  resign,  but  as  your  orders,  founded 
upon  an  unanimous  resolution  of  the  Honourable  Court  of  Proprietors 
respecting  the  mode  in  which  such  resignations  should  be  admitted,  are 
very  particular  we  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  lists 
and  to  our  observations  immediately  after  them. 


On  account  of  ill 

Consultations 
15th  December 
Do. 

21st  December 
Do. 

3rd  January 


health  producing  affidavits 

Major  Chatfield 
. .  Captain  Lucas 
...  Colonel  Muir 

Mr.  James  Armstrong,  Surgeon 
Captain  Robert  Dennis 


On  account  of  ill  health  without  affidavits 

Consultations 

21st  December  ...  ...  Colonel  Popham 

3rd  January  ...  ...  Colonel  Elliott 

jjtth  January  ...  ...  Major  Gilpin 
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Consultations 
3rd  January 
1 2th  January 


Do. 


Captain  Green 
. . .  Captain  McGregor 
Captain  Wedderburn 


On  account 

Consultations 
29th  November 
21st  December 
Do. 

[ . ]  . 

12th  January 

21st  December 

1 5th  December 


of  private  affairs 

Major  Dickson 

Major  Lumsdain 

Captain  Hilliard 

Ensign  Leslie 

Captain  Bruce 

Mr.  Urquhart,  Surgeon 

Mr.  Robert  Johnson,  Surgeon 


31.  The  particular  merits  of  these  officers,  too  numerous  to  be  ex- 
patiated  upon  separately  in  a  General  Letter,  are  mentioned  at  large  in  the 
address  from  our  Commander  in  Chief  notifying  their  requests  to  resign; 
they  are  recorded  in  our  consultations  noted  in  the  margin  opposite  their 
names,  and  perfectly  correspond  with  our  sentiments. 

32.  The  cases  of  Colonels  Muir,  Popham  and  Elliott  require  our  more 
particular  notice.  The  Governor  General’s  minute  respecting  the  former 
gentleman  being  expressed  in  such  forcible  terms  which  entirely  correspond 
with  our  sentiments  of  Colonel  Muir  upon  subsequent  observation  of  his 
general  conduct,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  it  at  large  as  we  shall  enter 
it  in  this  letter,  and  to  recommend  him  in  the  warmest  terms  to  the 
particular  notice  and  attention  of  your  Honourable  Court. 

"The  Governor  General  desires  to  record  his  testimony  of  the  sense 
which  he  entertains  of  the  services  of  Colonel  Muir  by  declaring  that  he 
has  known  him  upwards  of  thirty  years  and  has  always  regarded  him  as 
one  of  the  most  active  officers  of  the  service,  that  Colonel  Muir  was  the 
efficient  instrument  of  the  treaty  of  peace  formed  with  Mahdojee  Sindia, 
which  was  the  basis  of  that  which  was  afterwards  concluded  with  the 
whole  Maratta  State.  That  in  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  he  literally 
and  steadily  conformed  to  his  instructions,  and  manifested  in  the  course 
of  it  a  becoming  equality  of  temper  which  no  doubt  contributed  to  the 
facility  and  promptness  with  which  he  accomplished  it,  and  that  when  the 
Governor  General  judged  it  proper  to  commit  a  charge  of  the  general  treaty 
to  Mr.  David  Anderson,  Colonel  Muir’s  command  requiring  his  removal 
to  a  distance  incompatible  with  the  due  exercise  of  such  a  trust,  he  received 
Mr.  Anderson  with  kindness,  supported  him  with  his  influence  while  he 
remained,  and  afforded  him  all  the  light  which  he  had  acquired  by  his  own 
recent  experience  for  promoting  the  depending  negotiation.  This  the 
Governor  General  mentions  as  a  proof  of  zeal,  integrity  and  disinterested¬ 
ness  which  he  has  not  commonly  met  with  even  in  characters  of  high 
estimation,  and  felt  its  obligation  the  stronger  from  his  recollection  of  a 
very  different  spirit  shewn  by  General  Goddard  at  the  same  period  of  time 
and  on  the  same  occasion.  Colonel  Muir  may  be  in  possession  of  a  letter 
written  by  the  Governor  General  under  the  recent  impression  of  these 
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services,  which  he  believes  expresses  yet  in  warmer  terms  his  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  them,  but  he  hopes  this  testimony  will  be  sufficient  to  produce  its 
due  effect  on  the  justice  of  his  Honorable  Employers.” 

33.  Your  letter  of  28th  August  1782  directed  an  enquiry  to  be  held 
by  court  martial  into  the  conduct  of  the  commanding  officer  at  Bedzv 
Ghur  on  account  of  the  rapid  division  of  the  plunder  taken  by  your  troops 
in  that  fortress.  But  your  late  Commander  in  Chief  expressed  the  impro¬ 
priety  of  carrying  it  into  execution,  as  a  civil  suit  upon  the  same  subject 
had  been  instituted  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature.  We  accordingly 
deferred  the  execution  of  your  commands;  the  point  was  afterwards  decided, 
as  notified  to  you  in  our  letter  of  15th  March  1784,  in  favor  of  the 
Honourable  Company;  but  having  since  been  appealed  to  the  King  in 
Council  all  further  proceedings  upon  the  subject  must  now  rest  with  }ou 
as  Colonel  Popham  returns  to  Europe  by  the  Vansittart . 

34.  The  many  and  eminent  services  performed  by  this  gentleman  we 
long  since  apprized  you  of  in  the  following  paragraphs  of  our  former 
letters. 

"We  are  happy  to  inform  you  that  our  successes  against  the  Mahrattas 
have  not  been  limited  to  the  operations  in  Guzerat,  the  same  spirit  which 
has  animated  your  forces  in  that  country,  and  the  same  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  which  has  distinguished  their  commanders  has  shewn  itself 
in  the  detachment  of  your  troops  employed  in  the  service  of  our  ally  the 
Rana  of  Ghode.  The  capture  of  Lahar  Fort  on  the  28th  April,  and  the 
subsequent  and  very  important  capture  of  the  fortress  of  Gwalior,1  of 
which  you  were  advised  in  a  Separate  Letter  written  to  you  under  date 
the  26th  August  by  a  neutral  ship,  reflect  the  highest  honor  of  the  officer 
in  command  of  your  troops,  as  well  as  on  those  subordinate  to  him.  We 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  reward  the  services  of  Captain  Popham  by 
promoting  him  to  the  rank  of  major,  and  we  have  granted  him  a  com¬ 
mission  accordingly,  specifying  particularly  in  the  body  of  it  for  what 
services  it  was  given  him,  his  title  to  the  rank  which  he  held  by  it  not 
being  in  the  regular  course  of  succession.  His  conduct  during  the  whole 
course  of  this  service  has  been  so  meritorious  that  we  think  it  a  duty 
incumbent  upon  us  to  recommend  him  particularly  to  your  favor.” 

“By  the  letters  from  the  Governor  General,  entered  on  our  records, 
you  will  perceive  the  high  terms  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  zeal  and  alacrity 

of  the  officers  employed  in  quieting  the  late  distur- 
Secret  Department;  bances  in  the  country  of  Benares,  and  the  particular 
Consultation  29th  sense  which  he  entertained  of  the  services  of  Major 
ecem  er  1  1.  Popham  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Blair,  having  been 

induced  by  repeated  instances  of  the  judgement,  gallantry  and  good  con¬ 
duct  of  the  former  and  the  meritorious  actions  of  the  latter  to  recommend 
them  separately  to  us  for  brevet  promotion  as  the  most  distinguishing  and 
honourable  testimony  of  public  approbation  that  could  be  offered  them.” 

*  the  promotion  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Blair  was  not  likely  to 
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affect  the  pretentions  of  other  officers  in  the  army  we  took  this  opportunit\ 
of  agreeing  to  it,  but  Major  Popham  being  in  a  different  predicament, 
and  as  we  did  not  conceive  that  a  bare  promotion  of  him  to  the  brevet 
rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  was  a  sufficient  recompence  for  the  extraordinary 
services  which  he  had  rendered,  we  published  our  intention,  and  accord* 
ingly  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  you  in  the  strongest  terms  the  particular 
pretension  of  Major  William  Popham,  and  to  point  out  to  your  notice 
his  great  merit  as  an  officer,  requesting  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  do  him 
the  honor  to  submit  these  circumstances  to  the  gracious  attention  of  His 
Majesty  in  whose  service  he  has  long  borne  a  commission,  and  to 
solicit  such  mark  of  favor  from  the  Throne  as  it  may  be  thought  fit  to 
confer  upon  him.” 

35-  We  are  happy  to  assure  sou  that  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Popham 
has  continued  to  deserve  that  high  approbation  which  we  have  now  more 
immediately  recalled  to  your  recollection,  and  we  trust  that  merit  so 
conspicuous  as  his  has  been  will  meet  with  every  attention  and  favor 
from  you. 

36.  Colonel  Elliott  has  served  in  your  army  for  twenty  two  years,  and 
during  the  whole  of  that  long  period  has  distinguished  himself  as  an  able, 
active  and  good  officer.  His  conduct  in  the  Carnatic,  where  he  com¬ 
manded  for  some  time  the  whole  artillery  attached  to  the  Grand  Army, 
procured  the  entire  approbation  and  well-earned  applause  of  your  late 
Commander  in  Chief  Sir  Eyre  Coote;  we  cannot  therefore  but  feel  our¬ 
selves  particularly  interested  in  requesting  every  favorable  indulgence 
that  you  can  bestow  upon  him,  and  none,  we  believe,  can  be  more  grate* 
ful  than  a  restoration  to  his  rank  in  your  service  when  the  case  of  his 
relinquishing  it  is  removed-  His  absence  we  cannot  but  consider  as  a 
loss  to  this  establishment. 

37.  The  liberality  both  in  the  mode  and  expression  of  Captain 
Bruce’s  application  to  resign  your  service  has  afforded  us  an  opportunity 
of  recommending  to  your  particular  consideration  a  revision  of  the 
orders  upon  this  subject,  not  only  in  his  favor  who  avows  openly  his  pur¬ 
pose  but  justifies  it  upon  the  plea  of  past  services  and  upon  the  precedent 
of  such  indulgence  being  common  in  every  other  military  service,  but  also 
for  the  restriction  to  be  generally  withdrawn  and  for  some  encourage¬ 
ment  to  be  held  out  inviting  officers  to  a  temporary  retirement  from  the 
service  until  such  time  as  the  establishment  shall  be  reduced  to  its  proper 
compliment. 

38-  This  latter  mode  we  are  not  earnest  in  recommending  as  a 
necessary  alleviation  of  the  necessities  of  Government  as  well  as  a  point 
of  retrenchment  and  as  inducements  to  obtain  your  compliance  to  the 
former.  Though  we  acknowledge  that  some  provision  is  most  requisite 
to  check  the  plea  too  lightly  alledged  and  too  easily  attested  by  surgeons 
of  the  ill  health  of  officers  requiring  leave  to  proceed  to  Europe  for  a 
time,  we  are  much  concerned  to  observe  that  the  obligation  at  present 
imposed  has  operated  in  a  manner  to  defeat  the  real  purpose  of  it  from 
the  natural  apprehension  which  every  man  of  principle  will  feel  for  his 
character,  and  consequent  disinclinations  which  he  will  shew  to  take 
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multiplied  oaths  on  every  occasion  and  particularly  so  when,  though 
correct  and  certain  of  the  grounds  at  the  time  of  making  attestation,  the 
frequent  appearance  of  his  name  to  similar  attestations,  and  the  changes 
which  will  often  be  produced  in  the  health  and  appearance  of  any  officer 
during  a  long  voyage  may  and  will  have  the  effect  of  suggesting  imputa¬ 
tions  extremely  injurious  to  his  reputation.  Besides  when  such  conse¬ 
quences  will  naturally  ensue  every  man  will  decline,  and  no  law  or  public 
order  can  compel  him  to  take  an  oath  where  he  feels  or  expresses  a  doubt. 

The  state  of  the  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows: 


Ready  money 

General  Treasury 
Khalsah 

Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 
Khalsah 


Balance  account  deposits 

Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 
Mayor’s  Court  ... 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has  ceased 
by  public  advertizement  ... 
New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent 
4  per  cent  remittance  loan 

Fort  William, 

the  17th  January  1785. 


45.969  9 10 

40,137  10  6 

-  86,079  4  4  [•«<:] 

35,96,100  o  o 
3,74,683  14  o 

-  26,70,783  14  o 


Current  rupees  27,56,881  2  4 

9>35>596  6  8 

1,20,161  13  9 


45,117  0  8 

1,66,69,607  12  11 
16,96,680  o  o 

- 1,94,67,163  2  o 


We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 
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LETTER  DATED  28  JANUARY  1785 

Sir  John  D’Oyly  resigns  the  post  of  Resident  and  Collector  of  Customs 
at  Murshidabad — resignation  of  Messrs .  Shore  and  Anderson  of  the 
Revenue  Department. 


GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 

T  O  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable  United 
Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

t 

1.  Accompanying  our  last  letter,  under  date  the  17th  instant,  per 
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Valentine,  we  had  the  honor  to  transmit  you  the  broken  set  of  proceedings 

from  this  Department,  since  the  close  of  the  packet  by  the  Surprize  to  the 

end  of  the  year. 

2.  We  have  now  the  pleasure  to  dispatch  the  Hillsborough  with  a 
cargo  amounting,  as  per  invoice,  to  current  rupees  14,06,275-0-0. 


3.  The  office  of  Resident  at  the  Durbar  and  Collector  of  Govern- 

.  ment  Customs  at  Moorshedabad  having  become  vacant, 

January.  tatl°n  ky  resignation  of  Sir  John  D’Oyly1,  we  appointed, 

in  conformity  to  your  commands  under  date  31st  May 
1781,  Robert  Percival  Pott  to  that  station. 

4.  As  Sir  John  D’Oyly’s  merits  are  particularly  deserving  your  atten¬ 
tion  we  beg  leave  to  introduce  him  to  your  notice.  He  possesses  a  mild¬ 
ness  of  disposition  and  an  equality  of  temper  which  must  ever  command 
the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  In  respect  to  his  public  character  we 
have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  him,  both  as  an  able  and  faithful 
servant  of  the  Company,  and  as  such  recommend  him  to  your  favor  should 
he  after  the  adjustment  of  his  affairs  in  Europe  apply  to  be  restored  to 
your  service. 


5.  Messrs.  David  Anderson2,  John  Shore3  and  Nathniel  Brassey 

Halhed4  have  requested  our  permission  to  resign  the 
Januaryltatl°n  S4th  service  and  proceed  to  Europe  on  account  of  bad 

health,  as  will  appear  by  their  separate  addresses 
entered  in  the  consultation  noted  in  the  margin. 


6.  Mr.  Shore  and  Mr.  Anderson  having  long  served  in  the  revenue 
line  we  shall  from  that  Department,  in  conformity  to  your  orders  of  the 
23rd  January  1783,  state  in  the  most  impartial  manner  the  particular 
merits  of  these  gentlemen. 

7.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Brassey  Halhed  has  been  here  so  short  a  time  that 
we  must  refer  you  to  the  favourable  opinion  you  expressed  of  him  upon 
his  return  to  India  last  year,  which  entirely  corresponds  with  ours.  We 
cannot  however  pass  over  this  subject  without  expressing  our  regret  that 
this  Government  should  at  once  lose  three  as  able  men,  in  their  respective 
lines,  as  have  of  any  time  been  employed  in  your  or  indeed  any  public 
service. 

8.  The  state  of  the  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows: 

Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  49,246  1  1 

Khalsah  ...  ...  83,435  6  2 

— - - - - -  1,32,681  ■  7  3 
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Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 

* 

Sicca  rupees  18,57,034  7  10  31,54,160  o  o 

Khalsah 

Sicca  rupees  5,79,609  13  3  3,34,347  6  5 

-  34>*  1,188  6  5  [sic] 


Current  rupees 

Balance  account  deposits  ...  8,73,333  13  4 

Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 

Mayor’s  Court  ...  ...  1,30,161  13  9 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has  ceased 
by  public  advertizement  ...  45,117  o  8 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent  ...  1,63,63,607  13  11 

4  per  cent  remittance  loan  ...  8,56,840  o  o 

r~ 

lit*  »  ^ 


26,11,188  13  8 


1*81,57,960  8  8 


Fort  William, 

the  28th  January  1785.  [We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc.] 
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LETTER  DATED  31  JANUARY  1785 

Governor  General  to  return  to  England — bills  issued  for  sums  of 
motney  advanced  by  the  Governor  General  for  public  service — Major 
Toone  made  Lieutenant  Colonel — Stuart  contests  with  Barton  the  Presi¬ 
dentship  of  the  Board  of  Trade — Governor  General  and  Council  decide 
in  favour  of  Stuart . 


GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 

T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1.  By  the  Berrington ,  Captain  Johnston,  we  have  the  pleasure  of 
transmitting  our  complete  annual  set  of  proceedings  from  the  ist  of 
January  to  the  31st  December  1784,  together  with  the  index  and  copies 
of  all  our  letters  written  to  you  from  this  Department  during  the 
present  season. 
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2 .  The  Hinchinbrooke  having  been  completely  repaired  at  Bombay 
has,  after  a  survey  of  the  Master  Attendant  and  two  of  your  commanders, 
been  again  taken  into  the  sendee. 

3.  We  dispatched  in  the  course  of  1783/4  seventeen  ships  with 
cargoes  amounting,  in  all,  to  current  rupees  two  crore  thirteen  lacks  ninety 
seven  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  (current  rupees  2,13,97,915),  and 
we  hope  from  the  early  period  in  wThich  they  sailed  that  the  whole  will 
have  long,  ere  this,  reached  England  in  safety. 

4.  This  season  the  Board  of  Trade  have  loaded  the  following  ships 
with  cargoes  amounting  to  the  different  sums  affixed  to  each,  viz.. 


Southampton 

Besborough 

V  ansi  t  tart 

Valentine 

Hillsborough 

Berrington 


13*56.225 

14,82,000 

13,77,100 

13,15,300 

14,06,275 

12,95,000 


The  Lord  Mansfield  will  soon  be 
loaded  with  a  cargo  amounting 
to  about 

And  the  saltpetre  etc.,  to  be 
shipped  on  the  Cornwallis , 
Glatton  and  Hinchinbrooke 
is  estimated  at 

To  which  must  be  added  the 
Cambden’s  investment  for 
Mocha  to  provide  a  cargo  of 
coffee  for  Europe 

The  investment  sent  home  last 
year  is 

Making  in  all  since  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  peace 


1 3,00,000 

3,00,000 

2,00,000 

-  1,00,31,900 

.  2,13,97,915 

.  3,14,29,815 


Three  crore  fourteen  lacks  twenty  nine  thousand,  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen  or  (£32,73,939-5-0)  three  millions  two  hundred  seventy  three 
thousand,  nine  hundred  and  thirty  nine  pounds  sterling,  rating  the 
current  rupee  at  (2s.  id),  two  shillings  and  one  penny. 

5.  The  Southampton,,  in  company  with  the  Besborough ,  quitted  her 
pilot  on  the  7th  January,  the  V ansi t tart  on  the  16th  do.,  the  Valentine  on 
the  24th  do.,  and  the  Hillsborough ,  we  suppose,  will  be  clear  out  by  the 
1st  proximo. 

6.  Having  received  information  from  Fort  St.  George  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Council  of  Bencoolen  had  on  hand  1,000  tons  of  pepper  without 
tonnage  to  convey  it  to  Europe  or  to  Ching  w§  immediately  directed 
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the  Board  of  Trade  to  ballast  the  Glatton  and  Hinchinbrooke  with 
saltpetre,  and  shall  accordingly  send  these  ships  to  that  place  without 
delay,  recommending,  as  they  are  on  a  war  demurrage,  the  President 
and  Council  there  to  dispatch  them  for  Europe  as  expeditiously  as 
possible. 

.  7.  The  Hillsborough  being  very  much  crowded  with  passengers  we 
have  ordered  the  seven  King’s  officers  destined  for  that  ship  to  hold  them¬ 
selves  in  readiness  to  proceed  on  the  Cornwallis,  and  Captain  Hardcastle 
has  agreed  to  account,  with  your  Committee  of  Shipping,  for  the  difference 
between  the  sum  you  may  allow  your  commanders,  in  consequence  of  our 
recommendation  in  their  favor  contained  in  the  14th  paragraph  of  our 
letter  of  the  17th  instant  per  Valentine ,  and  that  granted  to  Captain 
Abercrombie,  viz.,  5,000  sicca  rupees. 

8.  In  the  consultation  noted  in  the  margin  the  Honourable  the 
Consultation  16th  Governor  General  apprized  us  of  his  intention  to 

December.  return  to  Europe,  and  we  are  sorry  to  inform  you  he 

now  proceeds  to  England  on  the  Berrington. 

9.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Governor  General,  copy  of 
which  we  transmit  you  a  number  in  the  packet,  wherein  he  delivers  up 

and  cancels  in  the  presence  of  the  Board  the  three 
Consultation  17th  Company’s  interest  notes,  alluded  to  in  the  extract, 

J  n  ry*  of  an  account  which  accompanied  his  letter  to  your 

Honourable  Secret  Committee  dated  52nd  May  1782,  amounting  in 
principal  and  interest  to  current  rupees  5,42,033-8-9.  This  sum  has.  in 
conformity  to  the  Governor  General’s  desire,  been  transferred  from  his 
credit  upon  your  interest  books  to  the  Company's,  and  thereby, ,  causes 
a  reduction  of  the  above  sum  in  the  amount  of  the  bond  debt  of  this 
Government. 

10.  The  Governor  General  at  the  same  time  desires  that  the  sum 
of  current  rupees  2,38,715-2-3,  which  stood  to  his  credit  in  the  deposit 
books,  might  be  transferred  to  the  Company’s,  being  the  amount  of  the 
second  article  in  the  account  above  adverted  to,  and  which  of  course 
reduces  the  amount  in  that  sum  of  what  appears  due  from  the  General 
Treasury  on  account  deposits. 

11.  The  Governor  General  having  advanced  several  sums  of 

money  for  public  service,  and  for  which  he  took 
Vide  letter  no.  [...]  Company’s  interest  notes,  represented  that  the  dis- 
m  e  pa  et.  posal  of  them  to  others  would  at  this  time  subject 

him  to  great  loss,  and  desired  that  we  would  issue  orders  on  the  treasury 
bearing  interest  for  their  amount. 

r 

12.  Taking  this  subject  into  consideration  we  resolved  to  leave  it 
to  the  option  of  the  Governor  General  to  receive  orders  on  our  treasury 
or  bills  on  you.  He  has  accepted  the  latter  both  as  more  suitable  to 
&is  own  wants  and  to  the  respect  which  he  wishes  to  yield  to  you  by 

♦  *  *  *  «  1 
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referring  to  your  pleasure  to  ratify  or  revoke  this  indulgence,  and  for 
that  purpose  proposed  that  a  conditional  clause  should  be  inserted  in 
the  bills  to  that  effect,  which  has  accordingly  been  done.  The  register 
of  these  bills  is  sent  by  this  conveyance,  and  we  have  no  doubt  but  that 
you  will  duly  honor  them. 

13.  For  your  fuller  information  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the 
Governor  General’s  letters,  copies  of  which  we  transmit  you  numbers 
in  the  packet. 

14.  Major  William  Sands  and  Captain  Jonathan  Scott  have  requested 
our  permission  to  resign  the  Honourable  Company’s  service  and  proceed 
to  England  on  the  Berrington  on  account  of  their  health.  We  refer 
you  to  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  respecting 
the  merits  of  these  officers,  and  as  we  have  a  very  favourable  opinion 
of  them  we  recommend  that  they  be  restored  to  their  rank  in  the  service 
as  soon  as  they  shall  have  effected  the  re-establishment  of  their  health. 

15.  On  the  17th  instant  the  Governor  General  gave  in  a  minute, 
which  we  transmit  a  number  in  the  packet,  requesting  for  the  reasons 
set  forth  in  that  minute  that  we  would  confer  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
colonel  on  Major  Swiney  Toone1,  previous  to  his  departure  from  this 
country. 

16.  Knowing  as  we  do  the  general  good  character  of  Major  Toone, 
the  favourable  opinion  you  have  of  him  and  the  faithful  services  he  has 
rendered  the  Company,  both  in  England  and  in  India,  we  were  happy 
at  the  opportunity  which  the  Governor  General  has  thus  afforded  us 
of  testifying  our  sense  of  Major  Toone’s  conduct,  and  have  accordingly 
promoted  him  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel,  but  this  is  not  in  any 
shape  to  entitle  him  to  supercede  his  seniors  on  this  establishment,  either 
prior  to  his  departure  for  Europe  or  after  his  return  to  Bengal,  but  is 
granted  to  him  in  compliance  to  the  Governor  General,  and  as  an 
honorary  mark  of  our  approbation  of  his  services. 

17.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Toone  has  since  resigned  the  service  and 
proceeds  to  England  on  the  Berrington . 

18.  We  are  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Vanrixtel  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  that  in  consequence  thereof  the 
Honourable  Charles  Stuart  has  been  called  to  a  seat  af  that  Board. 

19.  Mr.  Stuart,  having  applied  for  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  regard¬ 
ing  his  appointment,  found  that  the  Board  of  Trade  had  allotted  him  a 
seat  under  Mr.  Barton,  the  then  President,  although  his  junior  in  your 
service,  and  conceiving  this  to  be  very  injurious  to  him  as  well  as  a 
deviation  from  the  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  founded  upon  a 
misconstruction  of  your  orders,  appealed  to  us  as  the  proper  power  in 
this  country  to  explain  and  enforce  them. 
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20.  We  therefore  called  upon  the  Board  of  Trade  for  copies  of 
their  proceedings  on  this  subject,  and  such  other  information  as  they 
might  deem  necessary  to  give  us,  and  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit 
them  to  you  numbers  in  the  packet.  We  immediately  gave  these  proceed¬ 
ings  the  most  deliberate  consideration,  and  the  following  observations 
have  occurred  to  us,  viz.. 

As  the  Board  of  Trade  have  grounded  their  resolution  which  is  stated 
to  be  unanimous  to  continue  Mr.  Barton  in  his  office  of  President  of 
that  Board  in  opposition  to  the  pretensions  of  Mr.  Stuart  on  the  three 
following  points,  the  Board  will  confine  their  examination  of  the  question 
brought  before  them  in  Mr.  Stuart's  appeal  to  the  said  points. 

ist  “That  the  Presidentship  of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  an 
executive  office/' 

The  constitution  and  nature  of  this  office  are  clearly  defined 
in  the  fundamental  instructions  of  the  Court  of  Directors  dated 
29th  March  1774,  by  which  the  Board  of  Trade  was  first  instituted 
and  appointed.  The  powers  and  trusts  of  that  Board  are  such  and 
no  other  as  they  are  declared  to  be  in  those  instructions.  But  these 
instructions  neither  convey  such  an  authority  nor  contain  any  such 
expression  from  which  such  an  authority  can  be  inferred;  on  the 
contrary  in  every  instance  in  which  the  President  is  mentioned  in 
his  relation  to  any  of  the  others,  he  is  placed  in  a  state  of  exact 
equality  with  them  in  point  of  authority;  he  is  not  mentioned 
separately  according  to  the  form  which  was  invariably  used  by  the 
Court  of  Directors  in  speaking  of  the  members  of  Government  to 
whom  such  directions  were  addressed  by  the  titles  of  President  and 
Council,  but  is  included  under  the  collective  appellation  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  or  Board  only. 

He  is  not  even  allowed  a  casting  voice  but  it  is  ordered  “that 
in  every  case  where  the  number  of  votes  shall  be  found  equal  the 
decision  shall  be  finally  determined  by  drawing  lotts.”  It  is  not 
even  declared  his  duty  as  President  to  summon  or  appoint  the 
meetings  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  the  order  is  so  expressed  as 
to  make  it  the  equal  duty  of  all  the  members  to  assemble.  The 
order  is  “that  our  Board  of  Trade  assemble  twice  in  every  week, 
that  five  members  (without  any  specification  of  the  President)  not  a 
less  number  do  constitute  a  board,  that  in  case  of  sickness  of  the 
President  of  his  being  unavoidably  prevented  from  attending  at  any 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trade  the  senior  member,  who  may  then 
be  present,  do  take  the  chair,"  by  which  expression  the  option  of 
suspending  or  protracting  the  meetings  of  the  Board  is  entirely  with¬ 
held  from  the  authority  and  charge  of  the  President.  It  is  clearly 
the  duty  of  the  Board  in  such  cases  to  assemble,  and  the  right  of 
the  senior  member  present  to  take  the  vacant  chair,  not  to  accept 
it  as  a  delegation. 
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The  Piesident  is  therefore  not  constituted  the  executive  officer 
of  the  Board,  and  the  construction  of  the  Company’s  foundamental 
instructions  prove  that  it  was  not  their  intention  he  should  be  such. 

2nd  “That  the  Presidentship  of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  distinct 
in  its  nature  from  the  station  of  individual  members/’ 

The  nature  of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  only  to  be  understood 
or  inferred  from  the  instructions  of  the  Company  by  which  it  was 
originally  constituted,  and  in  these  there  is  no  distinction  as  has 
been  already  shewn,  but  were  there  such  a  distinction,  and  were 
it  even  an  executive  office,  as  has  been  asserted  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  neither  of  these  qualities  could  deprive  Mr.  Stuart  of  his  right 
to  succeed  to  the  office  of  President,  if  he  really  possesses  that  right 
from  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors. 

3rd  “That  the  tenure  of  it  is  by  express  appointment.” 

We  do  not  understand  what  is  meant  by  these  expressions,  for 
no  appointment  of  that  kind  can  be  denominated  special  or  express 
unless  made  by  the  Court  of  Directors  themselves,  who  have  not  yet, 
to  our  knowledge,  made  any  such  special  and  express  appointment, 
but  in  the  cases  of  Samuel  Middleton  Esqr.,  the  first  President 
whom  they  nominally  appointed  to  that  office,  and  William  Aldersey 
Esqr.,  whose  designation  to  the  station  is  ordered  by  the  order  which 
directs  that  the  senior  member  in  rank  shall  succeed  in  case  of  the 
death,  resignation  or  removal  of  Mr.  Middleton.  Mr.  Barton  is  in 
office  merely  as  the  senior  member  and  not  otherwise. 

Having  thus  examined  the  grounds  assigned  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
for  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Stuart  we  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the 
Company’s  orders,  on  which  he  grounds  his  claim,  and  those  and  no  other 
authority  can  be  decisive  of  it.  By  these  orders  he  is  expressly  appointed 
to  the  first  vacancy  which  shall  happen  after  his  arrival,  and  to  take  his 
rank  agreeably  to  his  standing.  Mr.  Stuart  stands  in  rank  above  Mr. 
Barton  according  to  the  express  terms  of  his  restoration  to  the  service, 
which  are  that  he  is  permitted  to  proceed  to  his  rank  in  the  service, 
he  must  therefore  take  rank  over  Mr.  Barton  and  conformably  to  the 
only  precedent  to  which  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors  can  apply 
in  this  case,  namely  the  order  which  regulates  the  succession  in  case  of 
death,  resignation  or  removal  of  the  first  President,  Mr.  Samuel  Middleton, 
that  the  senior  member  shall  succeed.  Mr.  Stuart  being  the  senior 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  must  succeed  to  the  office  of  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  whether  considered  as  vacated  by  his  appointment 
to  take  his  rank  and  standing  in  that  Board  or  by  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Dacres,  the  late  President,  whose  place  was  temporarily  filled  by 
Mr.  Barton,  the  senior  member  then  present. 

To  conclude  as  Mr.  Stuart’s  claim  to  the  office  of  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  is  founded  on  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
which  cannot  be  invalidated  by  any  resolution  of  the  members  of  the 
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Board  of  Trade,  and  it  being  our  duty  to  see  the  orders  of  the  Company 
carried  into  execution,  the  same  being  primarily  and  constitutionally 
directed  to  us  for  that  purpose,  we  must  require  that  he  be  admitted  to  his 
seat  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

2  1.  We  have  therefore  called  upon  the  Board  of  Trade  to  admit 
Mr.  Stuart  as  their  President,  and  had  hopes  to  have  seen  this  matter 
finally  concluded  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  Berrington,  but  the 
Board  of  Trade  have  notified,  through  their  Secretary,  that  as  the  subject 
matter  of  our  letter  is  of  the  first  importance  they  deem  it  highly  necessary 
to  give  it  the  most  deliberate  and  mature  consideration,  and  will  send 
in  their  reply  thereto  as  soon  as,  consistantly  with  that  deliberation, 
it  can  be  prepared. 

The  state  of  the  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows: 

Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  79,8 17  13  4 

Khalsah  ...  ...  51.990  3  5 

-  1,31,808  o  9 

Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 

Sicca  rupees  16,47,834  7  10  19,11,488  o  o 

Khalsah  do.  1,83,448  4  6  2,12,800  o  1 

- - -  21,24,288  o  1 

Mint 

General  ...  ...  [ . ] 

Khalsah  ...  ...  12,076  8  1 

- - -  12,076  8  1 

Unsorted  treasure 
Khalsah 

from  Burdwan  2,84,557  3  10 

Valued  at  10  per  cent  better  than  current  rupees  3,13,012  15  o 

i  1  1  ■  1  "  >— «■ 

Current  rupees  25,81,185  7  11 

Balance  account  deposits  ...  6,20,831  5  8 

Do.  Accomptant  General  to 

the  Mayor’s  Court  ...  1,20,161  13  9 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt 
on  which  the  interest  has 
ceased  by  public  adver- 
tizement  ...  45,117  o  8 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent  1,57,26,907  12  11 

11  per  cent  remittance  loan  ...  8,56,840  o  o 

- - -  i,73>69'858  1  0 


Fort  William, 

the  31st  January  1785. 
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LETTER  DATED  5  FEBRUARY  1785 

A  copy  of  Hastings 9  minute  and  the  Supreme  Council's  letter  sent  in 
the  Danish  ship  Hussar. 

GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 

T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

i.  We  have  the  honor,  by  the  Hussar  a  Danish  ship,  to  transmit  you 
duplicate  of  our  letter  per  Herrington,  and  a  copy  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
minute  previous  to  his  departure;  triplicate  of  these  dispatches  are  also 
forwarded  via  Bussorah. 

si ,  In  a  few  days  we  shall  dispatch  the  Lord  Mansfield  and  on  the 
fifteenth  the  Cornwallis ,  the  last  ship  of  the  season. 

The  state  of  the  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows: 

Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  49*187  10  6 

Khalsah  ...  ...  33*845  10  2 

-  83,033  4  8 


19,65,020  4  8 
[sic] 

20,857  12  2 

Unsorted  treasure 
Khalsah 

from  Burdwan  11,757  3  6 

Beerbhom  20,000  o  o 

3  *»757  3  6 

Valued  at  10  per  cent  better  than  current  rupees  34.932  15  o 

Current  rupees  51,03,843  15  11 


Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 

Sicca  rupees  15,30,534  7  10  1*7,75, 420  o  o 

Khalsah  do.  1,63,448  4  6  1,89,600  o  1 


Mint 

Khalsah  ...  ...  20,857  12  2 
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Balance  account  deposits 
Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 
Mayor’s  Court 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has 
ceased  by  public  advertize- 
ment 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent 
4  per  cent  remittance  loan 


Fort  William, 

5  th  February  1785. 


6,35,536  4  g 
1, go, 161  13  9 


45,117  0  8 
1,57,86,907  12  11 
8,56,840  0  o 

- 1,73,84,562  15  6 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 
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LETTER  DATED  22  FEBRUARY  1785 

Warren  Hastings  hands  aver  the  keys  of  Fort  William  to  John  Macpherson 
— Hastings'  services  praised  by  the  Calcutta  Council — tender  of  Oudh  cloth 
accepted — Indian  troops  serving  in  the  Carnatic  rewarded — complaints 
against  the  poor  quality  of  stationery  sent — idemniiy  paid  to  Frinsep  for 
the  surrender  of  the  grant  of  copper  coinage. 

GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 

T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

’  1.  The  Berrington 3  Captain  Johnston,  carried  our  address  under 
date  the  31st  ultimo,  and  we  have  now  the  honor  of  writing  you  by  the 
Earl  of  Mansfield,  Captain  Fraser,  which  ship  has  a  cargo  on  board 
amounting,  as  per  invoice,  to  current  rupees  12,84,100. 

2.  We  shall  dispatch  the  Earl  of  Cornwallis,  Captain  Abercromby, 
soon  after  the  Mansfield,  by  which  ship  we  shall  forward  you  the  duplicate 
of  this  letter.  The  invoice  of  her  cargo  amounts  to  current  rupees 
90,300. 

3.  These  are  the  last  of  your  chartered  ships  which  we  shall  dispatch 
to  Europe  this  season  immediately  from  Bengal,  but  the  Glatton  and 
Hinchinbrooke  will  sail  in  a  few  days  for  Bencoolen  in  saltpetre  ballast 
to  be  filled  up  with  pepper  as  advised  in  our  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo. 

4.  Your  Honourable  Court  has  been  informed,  in  our  dispatches  by 
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the  Berrington,  that  the  Honourable  Warren  Hastings  Esqr.  had  announc¬ 
ed  to  us  his  determination  to  return  to  Europe  in  that  ship.  On  the  ist 
of  this  month  he  read  a  minute  of  Council  by  which  he  on  that  day  for¬ 
mally  delivered  over  the  ke^s  of  Fort  William  and  of  your  Treasury  to 
John  Macpherson  Esqr1.,  the  senior  member  of  Council,  next  in  succession 
to  the  office  of  Governor  General.  In  the  same  minute,  of  which  we  have 
already  transmitted  you  copies  in  triplicate,  Mr.  Hastings  “reserved  to 
himself  a  right  to  resume  his  office  of  Governor  General  in  the  event  of 
any  accident  befalling  the  ship  in  her  passage  to  the  open  sea,  or  any 
other  contingency  compelling  his  return.” 

5.  Our  reply  in  answer  to  the  expressions  of  esteem  and  good  will 
addressed  to  us  personally  in  Mr.  Hastings’s  minute  is  recorded  in  the 
consultation  of  the  first  February. 

6.  It  does  not  become  us  jto  pass  an  opinion  on  the  merits  of  a  servant 
who  has  served  you  so  long,  and  in  so  exalted  and  difficult  a  situation  as 
Mr.  Hastings  has  done.  His  measures  have  been  frequently  canvassed  by 
your  Honourable  Court  and  by  the  highest  tribunals  of  our  country.  As 
members  of  your  administration  we  have  not  always  concurred  in  opinion 
with  him,  we  are  not  at  the  same  time  the  less  disposed  to  render  the 
most  liberal  justice  to  the  reaj  merit  of  his  services,  especially  those  which 
have  met  the  approbation  of  the  Honourable  Company. 

7.  We  shall  therefore  say  no  more  on  the  present  occasion  than  that 
we  trust  that  in  the  true  spirit  of  candid  justice  in  which  we  wish  our  own 
conduct  to  be  considered  by  our  employers  so  we  request  your  Honourable 
Court  to  estimate  the  services  of  your  late  Governor  General. 

8.  Few  men  possess  the  talents,  the  vigour  of  mind,  or  command  of 
temper  which  are  necessary  to  conduct  successfully  for  a  period  of  years 
the  first  charge  of  your  Government  in  these  distant  and  extensive  pro¬ 
vinces.  Where  errors  have  been  committed  the  consideration  ought  to  be 
perhaps  whether  they  might  not,  in  the  common  course  of  affairs,  have 
been  greater  or  more  fatal,  and  where  services  have  been  rendered  the 
difficulties  under  which  they  were  executed  ought  to  decide  their  merits. 

9.  On  the  8th  of  this  month  Mr.  Hastings  dispatched  to  us,  from 
sea,  his  final  resignation  etc.,  which  we  received  on  the  12  th,  and  on  that 
day  Mr.  Macpherson’s  complete  accession  to  the  office  of  Governor 
General  was  announced,  according  to  the  established  ceremony,  by  pro¬ 
clamation  in  Fort  William  and  at  the  different  stations  of  the  army, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  13th  and  21st  Acts  of  Parliament  of  the 
present  reign. 

10.  Mr.  Hastings  laid  before  us  on  the  1st  instant  his  accounts  of 
receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  last  thirteen  months  on  account  of 
durbar  charges,  amounting  to  current  rupees  12,19,227-9-3.  We  transmit 
copies  of  these  accounts  for  your  inspection,  and  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
to  the  letter,  which  accompanied  them,  recorded  in  our  proceedings. 
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Should  any  further  explanation  be  required  we  doubt  not  but  Mr. 
Hastings  will  readily  give  it  on  being  called  upon. 

11.  And  as  we  understand  that  similar  accounts  have  not  been  sent 
you  to  a  later  period  than  30th  April  1783,  we  ordered  copies  thereof  to 
be  made  out,  and  shall  forward  them  by  the  Cornwallis .  The  originals 
you  will  receive  by  the  present  dispatch  together  with  an  annual  abstract 
of  the  whole. 

15.  From  the  Secret  Department  of  Inspection  you  will  be  informed 
of  the  progress  we  have  made  in  the  great  work,  which  we  have  long  had 
anxiously  at  heart,  of  reducing  the  established  and  contingent  expences  of 
this  Government.  The  Governor  General  wishing  to  establish  the  effect 
of  example,  and  to  give  its  force  to  the  general  reform  delivered  in  a 
minute  in  this  Department  on  the  14th  instant,  that  minute  goes  a 
number  in  the  packet  and  we  recommend  it  to  your  attention. 

13.  The  Board  of  Trade  having  strongly  urged  our  acceptances  of  a 
tender  of  Owde  cloths  made  by  Mr.  John  Pendred  Scott,  more  than  his 
existing  engagements,  we  acquiesced  in  their  recommendations  for  the 
reasons  set  forth  in  their  letters,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  and  to 
our  replies  thereon. 

14.  We  have  assented  to  permit  a  small  quantity  of  table  linnen, 
also  manufactured  in  Owde,  to  be  sent  home  on  Mr.  Scott’s  account  on 
the  same  terms  as  you  have  licenced  individuals  to  lade  raw  silk  on  your 
chartered  ships,  and  we  hope  this  measure  will  meet  your  approbation. 
As  the  whole  is  shipped  by  the  Board  of  Trade  their  remarks  on  these 
goods,  and  the  invoices,  will  be  sent  from  that  Department. 

15.  In  our  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  per  Berrington ,  we  informed 
you  of  the  steps  we  had  taken  to  place  the  Honourable  Charles  Stuart  in 
his  proper  rank  in  your  service  according  to  your  express  orders,  and  of 
the  resistance  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  consequence. 

16.  Mr.  Stuart's  letter  to  us  and  the  correspondence  which  has  passed 
on  this  subject  with  the  Board  of  Trade,  together  with  our  peremptory 
requisition  of  to-day,  make  numbers  in  this  packet,  and  we  beg  leave  to 
inform  you  that  as  if  is  our  duty  so  it  is  our  firm  determination  to  enforce 
your  commands  however  painful  the  consequences  may  be  to  our  feelings. 

17.  As  none  of  your  chartered  ships  were  permitted  last  year  to  call 
at  the  island  of  Madeira  we  are  induced  from  the  fluctuating  price  of  that 
article,  and  the  distress  to  which  this  settlement  has  been  reduced  by 
being  obliged  to  use  very  bad  wine,  to  request  you  will  order  two  or  three 
ships  to  touch  there  every  season,  and  that  you  will  consign  a  large 
quantity  of  the  first  quality  for  the  use  of  the  civil  and  military  servants 
under  this  Government  as  was  formerly  the  case.  Good  Madeira  wine  is 
now  above  four  hundred  sicca  rupees,  and  has  been  within  these  two  years 
at  the  enormous  sum  of  1,500  sicca  rupees  per  pipe. 
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18.  Messrs.  Henry  Richardson,  John  Hannay,  George  Edward  Lind 
id  Robert  Orme  Smith  have  requested  our  permission  to  resign  your 
rvice,  which  we  have  accordingly  granted. 

19.  Mr.  Hannay  has  ever  conducted  himself  to  the  satisfaction  of 
tis  Government  and  has  served  in  different  stations  with  ability,  honor 
id  strict  attention  to  his  duty,  we  therefore  recommend  him  to  your 
vor.  We  likewise  recommend  Mr.  Lind  to  your  favorable  attention, 
id  we  trust  you  will  permit  them  to  return  to  their  stations  on  this 
tablishment  when  the  urgency  of  their  private  affairs  shall  admit  of 
Leir  applications  to  that  effect. 

2,0.  Mr.  Smith  has  long  labored  under  a  very  bad  state  of  health,  and 
is  circumstances  being  very  circumscribed  as  proved  to  us  by  his  attesta- 
on  upon  oath,  we  have  admitted  him  to  the  benefit  of  the  pension  which, 
:cording  to  our  resolutions  in  the  Secret  Department  of  Inspection,  we 
idged  advisable  to  allott  to  servants  of  his  standing  who  should  be 
ecessitated  to  return  to  Europe. 

21.  We  complied  with  Mr.  Henry  Richardson's  request  to  return  to 
.ngland  for  his  health,  under  the  regulations  published  from  the  Secret 
>epartment  of  Inspection.  His  appointment  was  reduced  in  the  general 
lan  of  economy  which  the  situation  of  your  affairs  rendered  unavoidable, 
lis  knowledge  of  the  Persian  language  and  experience  in  the  revenues  of 
be  country,  from  an  unremitting  attention  of  fifteen  years  in  the  regular 
radation  in  the  service,  entitle  him  to  our  recommendations  in  his  favor, 
nd  our  solicitation  to  you  to  permit  him  to  return  without  loss  of  rank 
dien  the  situation  of  his  health  and  private  affairs  will  admit  of  it. 

22.  The  Cornwallis  will  receive  on  board  all  the  King’s  officers  that 
lave  not  either  procured  passages  for  themselves,  been  accommodated  in 
he  Company’s  ships,  or  such  as  remain  for  the  adjustment  of  accounts 
vith  the  other  Presidencies.  A  return  of  the  whole  is  enclosed  a  number 
n  the  packet,  also  a  particular  account  of  payments  made  to  all  His 
Majesty’s  troops  in  Bengal. 

2 3.  Our  consultations,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you,  will 
shew  the  difficulties  to  which  we  have  been  put  by  a  number  of  His 
Majesty’s  officers  and  men  being  sent  here  with  long,  intricate  and  un¬ 
adjusted  claims  upon  the  Company — claims  indeed  impossible  for  us  to 
settle  as  they  were  not  incurred  under  our  authority.  We  were  therefore 
obliged  to  resolve  that  they  should  be  refered  for  adjustment  to  the  settle¬ 
ment  under  which  they  originated,  and  recommended  that  two  agents 
should  be  deputed  by  the  King’s  officers  to  each  Presidency^  for  this 
purpose,  informing  them  that  in  case  of  the  inability  of  the  President  and 
Council  to  discharge  the  balances,  that  may  be  proved  due,  they  will  be 
authorized  to  draw  bills  on  this  Government  for  the  same,  which  shall 
have  a  preference  in  payment. 

24.  We  have  permitted  the  following  officers  of  this  establishment 
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to  resign  your  service,  since  our  last  dispatches  were  sent  away,  viz.. 
Lieutenant  Robert  Ball  on  account  of  his  private  affairs.  Major  Lane  on 
account  of  indisposition  without  certificates.  Lieutenants  John  Brown  and 
Andrew  Young  producing  certificates  upon  oath. 


25.  The  characters  and  general  conduct  of  Major  Lane  and 
Lieutenant  Brown  are  particularly  pointed  out  by  the  letters  from 

your  Commander  in  Chief,  recorded  in  the  consulta- 
Consultation  17th  tion  noted  in  the  margin.  In  the  tenor  of  these  we 

Ja  acquiesce,  as  well  as  in  the  recommendation  for  them 

to  be  restored  to  your  service  as  soon  as  a  re-establishment  of  health 
shall  admit  of  their  return  to  India. 


56.  Lieutenant  Young  whose  case  is  peculiarly  hard,  as  will  appear 
from  a  perusal  of  his  letter,  has  taken  the  oath  of  qualification  and 

received  certificates  entitling  him  to  such  benefit  from 

TanuarUltati°n  * t^le  Pension  as  is  allotted  to  officers  of  his  standing, 

but  in  consideration  of  this  officer’s  merit  and  suffer¬ 
ings,  by  severe  indisposition,  we  have  promised  to  intercede  in  his  favor 
with  you,  which  we  hereby  do  as  an  object  deserving  of  the  additional 
reward  of  partaking  in  the  contingent  Military  Fund. 

57.  The  consultation  noted  in  the  margin  will  point  out  a  strong 

recommendation  from  your  Commander  in  Chief  in 
TanuarUltati°n  12tl1  favour  of  a  claim  from  Captain  Hearsay,  as  Grain 
J  a  Keeper  to  the  Grand  Army  in  the  Carnatic,  whilst 

under  the  command  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote. 


58.  Captain  Hearsay’s  own  representation,  which  accompanies  that 
letter,  will  fully  elucidate  the  subject  and  prove  to  you  our  disinclina¬ 
tion  to  interfere  in  the  detail  of  transactions  upon  the  Coast,  however 
meritorious  the  case.  Indeed  were  we  inclined  to  examine  into  the 
grounds  of  his  claims  we  are  prevented  for  want  of  authorities  to 
ascertain  them. 


29.  We  cannot  however  but  consider  it  a  just  regard  to  an  officer 
of  this  establishment  to  call  forth  your  attention  to  this  subject.  And 
as  it  is  within  your  reach  to  ascertain  the  exact  advantages  which  the 
Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  have  permitted  their  own  servants,  acting 
in  similar  situations,  to  derive  we  recommend  this  case  to  your  favorable 
consideration,  and  we  trust  that  you  will  permit  Captain  Hearsay,  who 
was  selected  by  your  late  Commander  in  Chief  Sir  Eyre  Coote  for  his 
merits  and  active  services,  to  reap  the  same  benefits  as  have  been  enjoyed 
by  others  acting  in  the  same  capacity. 

30.  We  have  already  apprized  you  of  the  return  of  the  Carnatic 
Detachment,  under  Colonel  Pearse,  to  Ghyretty2,  and  of  our  intentions 
to  dissolve  it,  without  delay,  as  soon  as  funds  to  discharge  the  arrears 
due  were  collected. 
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31.  We  are  now  happy  to  acquaint  you  that  this  measure  took 
place  on  the  ist  instant,  and  that  the  five  regiments  which  composed 
it  are  on  their  march  to  such  stations  as  your  Commander  in  Chief  has 
judged  proper  to  allott  them. 

32.  Our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  will  inform  you  of  the 
favorable  sentiments  which  we  entertain  of  their  merits  and  eminent 

services,  and  of  the  rewards  which  we  have  thought 
28th  Jai^ary’  ProPer  to  grant  to  the  two  grand  detachments  of  your 

Bengal  troops,  whose  conduct  has  so  highly  distin¬ 
guished  them  during  the  late  war.  We  are  impressed  with  the  strongest 
expectations  that  these  rewards  will  have  the  happiest  effect  among  the 
native  troops  in  general,  both  in  fixing  their  attachments  to  your  service 
in  any  part  of  India  and  in  exciting  them  hereafter  to  undergo  the 
most  arduous  fatigues  and  difficulties  with  patience,  activity  and  spirit. 

33.  At  the  solicitation  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  White  and  Ensign 
John  Jenkins  Bird  we  have  received  two  memorials  addressed  to  your 
Honorable  Court,  and  forward  them  numbers  in  the  packet  by  this 
dispatch. 


34.  Mr.  Clement  Francis  and  Mr.  Alexander  Walker,  Surgeons  on 
this  establishment,  having  requested  our  permission  to  resign  your  service 
and  to  return  to  Europe  on  account  of  their  private  affairs  we  granted 
it  to  them  accordingly.  The  former  embarked  in  the  Berrington ,  the 
latter  in  the  Hillsborough. 

35.  Mr.  Robert  Church,  an  Assistant  Surgeon  on  this  establishment, 
has  obtained  our  permission  to  proceed  to  Europe  under  the  licence 
of  the  late  regulations,  except  in  the  articles  of  pay  which  we  did  not 
think  proper  to  allow  him,  as  he  was  appointed  here  after  the  gentlemen 
whom  you  have  rejected  on  account  of  our  nomination.  He  proceeds 
on  the  Mansfield ,  in  which  ship  he  has  engaged  to  render  his  professional 
services  on  the  passage. 

36.  Mr.  Francis  Balladen  Thomas,  Surgeon  Major  to  the  2nd 
Brigade,  having  been  tried  by  a  court  martial  upon  sundry  charges, 
exhibited  against  him  by  Mr.  John  Bristow3,  was  discharged  from  your 
service  by  the  sentence  of  the  court  which  the  majority  of  the  Board 
approved  on  the  26th  ultimo;  and  he  has  been  required  to  proceed  to 
England  this  season  in  obedience  to  your  standing  orders. 

37.  As  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  making  very  considerable 
purchases  of  stationary  at  a  very  great  advance  on  the  Europe  cost, 
owing  to  your  not  supplying  us  with  a  quantity  adequate  to  the  annual 
consumption  of  this  encreased  establishment,  and  as  that  which  we  receive 
is  generally  of  a  very  inferior  quality  we  could  wish  the  persons  to 
whom  you  entrust  the  provision  of  this  article  of  our  supplies  might 
be  directed  carefully  to  examine  the  quality  of  the  stationary  sent  us. 
And  that  you  may  be  apprized  of  the  necessity  of  furnishing  us  with  the 
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quantity  required  for  an  annual  consumption,  we  beg  leave  to  state 
the  amount  which  has  been  advanced  in  the  last  three  years  of  our 
accounts  for  the  purchase  of  stationary,  which  is  as  follows : 


In  1781/2 
1782/3 
1783/4 


31,000  o  o 
24,000  O  0 
50,288  4  4 

Current  rupees  1,05,288  4  4 


38.  Number  [....]  in  the  packet  contains  a  set  of  drawings  of  lands 
as  they  appear  in  the  eastern  passage  to  China,  according  to  the  bearings 

laid  down,  prepared  and  sent  in  to  us  by  Mr.  George 
January  ltatl°n  54th  Gray  Townshend,  and  we  recommend  him  to  your 

notice  for  such  reward  and  future  favor  as  you  may 
deem  his  labors  deserving  of.  His  letter  respecting  these  drawings  is 
recorded  in  the  consultation  noted  in  the  margin. 


39.  Mr.  Devis  has  represented  to  us  that  he  embarked  on  the 
Antelope  packet  under  an  appointment  from  you  of  draftsman  to  the 

Company;  and  that  having  been  wrecked  in  that 
28th  January.  vessel  upon  the  Peloo  Islands  he  at  last  got  to  China 

and  from  thence  came  here.  He  now  solicits  our 
confirmation  of  him  in  his  original  appointment  without  any  allowances, 
desiring  it  only  as  a  sanction  for  his  remaining  in  Bengal  until  your 
pleasure  should  be  known,  we  have  therefore,  for  the  present,  complied 
with  his  request  and  beg  to  be  favoured  with  your  further  orders 
regarding  him. 


40.  The  marine  contract  has  been  vested  in  Mr.  McLary  alone  in 
.  consequence  of  Mr.  Thomson’s  desire  to  be  released 

January.ltatl°n  31St  ^rom  t^iat  engagement,  previous  to  the  execution  of 

the  deeds.  Mr.  McLary  having  given  the  additional 
security  required  of  him  on  this  account. 


41.  Captain  Hiffernan,  who  formerly  commanded  the  Nancy  packet, 

has  requested  us  to  repeat  our  recommendation  of  the 
General  Letter  30th  April  1781  in  his  behalf,  and  once  more  urge 

*April  30t  y°u  ^  assert  his  claim  upon  Admiral  Sir  Edward 

Hughes  for  the  Spanish  prize  which  he  took  acting 
under  our  commission  whilst  in  the  command  of  the  Nancy ,  when  an 
armed  vessel  in  your  service. 


42.  We  trust  however  if  this  affair  is  not  already  settled  that  the 
regard  which  you  have  ever  shewn  to  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  whose  cause  it  may  be  considered,  will  naturally  induce  you  to 
vindicate  his  title  in  whatever  manner  may  be  found  necessary  without 
any  further  intercession  on  our  part. 

43.  The  office  of  Master  Attendant  having  been  vacated  since  our 
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last  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Doveton,  and  Mr.  Bowey,  the  person  whom 
you  had  nominated  to  succeed  thereto,  having  signified  his  desire  to 
continue  in  the  office  of  deputy,  as  his  bad  state  of  health  prevented 
him  from  executing  the  duties  of  principal,  we  have  thought  proper  to 
appoint  Mr.  Cudbert  Thornhill,  whom  we  strongly  recommended  to  you, 
by  the  Valentine,  for  this  trust.  And  we  hope  that  he  will  be  honored 
with  your  confirmation  in  the  same. 


44*  In  our  letter  by  the  Surprize ,  paragraph  71,  you  were  advised  of 
our  having  referred  to  arbitration  Mr.  Frinsep’s  claims  to  an  indemni¬ 
fication  for  losses  sustained  in  working  the  mines  of  Rotas  and  Monghyr, 
and  establishing  his  mint  for  a  copper  coinage  as  a  compensation  for 
the  surrender  of  his  grant  in  conformity  to  your  orders.  Messrs.  Croftes, 
Alexander  and  Paxton,  the  gentlemen  chosen  by  us  and  approved  by 
Mr.  Prinsep  to  adjust  this  affair,  delivered  in  their  award  on  the  day 
fixed  (the  31st  December  last),  and  Mr.  Prinsep  in  compliance  therewith 
gave  up  his  grant  and  all  the  implements  for  coinage.  The  grant  has 

been  cancelled  in  due  form  and  an  order  on  the  trea- 
24th  January.  sury  was  issued  to  Mr.  Prinsep  for  the  indemnity 
awarded,  viz.,  current  rupees  1,65,389,  the  full  amount  to  which  he  had 
been  required  to  restrict  his  demand  on  our  acquiescing  in  the  reference 
he  solicited.  In  our  consultations  noted  in  the  margin  the  several  papers 
alluded  to  on  this  subject  are  recorded,  together  with  Mr.  Prinsep’s  final 
release  under  the  approbation  of  the  Advocate  General. 

45.  Mr.  Charles  Chapman,  your  Revenue  Chief  at  Boglepore,  lately 
presented  to  us  a  detail  of  the  services  which  have  been  rendered  to  the 
Company  by  Mr.  Archibald  Keir  during  a  residence  of  35  years  in  India, 
and  solicited  our  recommendation  of  him  to  your  favor  and  intercession 
for  admission  to  your  establishment  of  surgeons. 


46.  The  circumstances  recited  by  Mr.  Keir  are  such  plain  matters 
of  fact  and  related  with  so  much  candor  that  we  cannot  express  our 
wishes  more  strongly,  in  his  favor,  than  by  adopting  them  as  arguments 
for  urging  you  to  comply  with  his  desire.  We  beg  leave  therefore  to 

refer  you  to  his  memorial  at  large  in  the  consulta- 
28th  January.  tion  noted  in  the  margin,  and  as  we  entertain  a  very 

favorable  sense  of  this  gentleman’s  merit  we  cannot 
but  hope  that  you  will  confer  this  appointment  upon  him,  particularly 
as  many  advantages  have  been  derived  from  his  professional  abilities  at 
the  remote  station  where  he  resides. 


47.  The  state  of  the  treasuries : 

Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  38,402  1  8 

Khalsah  ...  ...  47»53^  15  9 

— - —  s5>64°  H  5 
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Bills  receivable 

General  'Treasury 

Sicca  rupees  15,30.534  7  10  17,75,420  o  o 

Khalsah  do.  1,96,153  5  4  2,27,537  13  10 

-  20,02,957  13  10 

Mint 


General 

Treasury  ... 

•  •  •  « 

•  • 

Khalsah 

«  •  •  «  *  • 

20,857 

12  2 

20,857,  12  2 

Current  rupees 

21,09,456  8  5 

Balance 

account  deposits 

6,38,5!  9 

6  6 

do. 

Accomptant  General  to 
the  Mayor’s  Court 

1,20,161 

13  9 

do. 

of  the  old  bonded  debt 
on  which  the  interest 
has  ceased  by  public 
advertizement 

45*117 

0  8 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent 

1,57,26,907 

12  11 

4  per  cent  remittance  loan 

8,56,840 

0  0 

U73>87*546  1  10 


Fort  William,  We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 

the  22nd  February  1785. 


33 

LETTER  DATED  23  FEBRUARY  1785 

Charles  Stuart  appointed  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 


T  O  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  in  addition  to  our  letter  of  yesterday, 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  have  at  length  thought  proper  to  comply  with 
our  peremptory  requisitions  and  have  assented  to  admit  the  Honourable 
Charles  Stuart  to  be  their  President,  agreeably  to  his  standing  in  your 
service.  We  have  transmitted,  a  separate  number  in  the  packet,  copies 
of  the  whole  correspondence  between  us  and  the  Board  of  Trade  on  this 
subject. 


Fort  William, 

the  23rd  February  1785. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc 
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LETTER  DATED  26  FEBRUARY  1785 


I 


Reasons  for  restricting  supply  of  grain  and  specie  to  Madras — samples 
of  gold  bullion  sent  to  the  Tower  to  be  assayed . 

T  O  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1.  By  the  Earl  of  Mansfield ,  Captain  Fraser,  we  had  the  honor  to 
address  you  under  dates  the  22nd  and  53rd  instant,  and  to  forward  at 
the  same  time  our  broken  set  of  proceedings,  from  this  Department,  for 
the  month  of  January. 

si.  In  the  several  letters,  written  by  us,  during  this  season  you  have 
been  fully  informed  of  the  inconvenience  and  difficulties  to  which  we 
have  been  subjected  by  the  sudden  and  totally  unexpected  arrival  of  a 
number  of  the  King’s  officers  and  men,  that  were  sent  here  by  the  Presi¬ 
dency  of  Fort  St.  George  for  the  purpose  of  being  accommodated  with 
passages  to  Europe. 


3.  The  paragraphs  of  our  letters  upon  this  subject  are  so  full  and 


General  Letters 

per  Surprise  10th  December  paragraphs  36-34. 
Valentine  17th  January  paragraph  33. 
Bemngton  31st  January  paragraph  7. 
Mansfield  19th  February  paragraphs  33-6. 


circumstantial  that  it  is  only 
necessary  for  us  to  refer  you  to 
them,  which  we  now  do  as 
noted  in  the  margin. 


4.  We  transmit  you,  by  this  opportunity,  a  particular  account  of 
disbursements  to  the  King’s  officers  and  men,  and  a  return  of  those  sent 
home  by  the  Cornwallis. 

5.  There  yet  remains  one  hundred  and  sixty  four  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  regiments  ordered  home  to  be  accommodated 
with  passages  to  England;  these  we  have  destined  to  the  Hinchinbrooke 
and  Glatton. 

6.  Captain  Pyne,  one  of  His  Majesty’s  officers  belonging  to  the  i03nd 
Regiment,  has  requested  our  intercession  with  your  Honourable  Court 
to  admit  him  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  Military  Fund. 

7.  We  consider  this  gentleman  as  an  object  highly  deserving  some 
reward,  through  your  usual  benevolence  and  compassion,  from  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  severe  sufferings,  meritorious  conduct  and  respectable  charac¬ 
ter,  but  we  are  aware  that  he  cannot  come  within  the  limited  legal 
description  of  that  Fund,  and  can  only  therefore  introduce  him,  in  this 
mode,  to  your  notice  with  our  earnest  solicitation  in  his  behalf. 

8.  In  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  you  will  observe  an 
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application  from  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  for  a  supply  of  fifty 

thousand  bags  of  rice  for  their  stores,  as  they  were 
31st  January,  apprehensive  of  being  unable  to  obtain  any  quantity 

of  that  article  upon  the  Coast,  owing  to  the  uncommon  drought  of  the 


season. 


9.  The  motives  which  had  induced  us  to  restrain  the  President  and 
Council  there  from  drawing  bills  or  procuring  resources  in  any  shape  from 
hence  continued  the  same,  and  as  the  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  grain 
had  been  taken  off,  we  were  naturally  led  to  conclude  that  the  imports 
of  grain  in  the  common  operations  of  trade  would  be  more  than  sufficient 
to  supply  their  wants;  we  were  therefore  compelled  to  act  with  the  utmost 
caution  in  this  business,  and  consequently  complied  with  their  request  in 
part  only,  by  promising  to  deviate  in  a  small  degree  from  our  former 
determinations  in  accepting  bills  that  they  might  draw  upon  us  to  the 
extent  of  two  lacs  of  rupees,  provided  that  amount  was  actually  and 
bonafide  applied  to  the  purchase  of  rice,  which  their  necessities  absolutely 
required. 

10.  Much  about  the  same  time  we  received  official  accounts  of  their 
expected  annual  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  several  statements  which 
they  declare  to  contain  a  distinct  view  of  the  real  situation  of  your  affairs 
under  their  charge.  These  we  have  referred  to  our  Accountant  General 
for  his  particular  observations  and  report  thereon.  When  we  receive  this 
report  we  shall  consider  it  with  the  strictest  attention  and  adopt  easy 
measure  for  the  relief  of  that  Presidency,  that  a  due  regard  to  the  more 
immediate  exigencies  of  this  Government  and  the  actual  exigencies  of  the 
Presidency  of  Bombay  will  admit. 

11.  We  are  pursuaded  that  you  will  acquiesce  in  the  propriety  of 
our  withholding  our  supplies  while  the  extent  of  their  wants  was  un¬ 
known  and  our  own  resources  inadequate  to  the  heavy  demands  upon  us, 
and  we  are  hopeful  that  you  will  approve  our  determination  to  restrict 
future  supplies  until  such  relief  shall  be  afforded  to  this  Presidency  as  will 
restore  its  credit  which  has  long  been  at  a  very  low  ebb.  The  measures 
which  you  [we]  are  now  adopting,  and  of  which  you  will  have  particular 
notice  of  [from]  the  Secret  Department  of  Inspection  and  Reduction,  afford 
us  a  pleasing  prospect  of  being  soon  in  a  situation  to  relieve  the  pressing 
wants  of  all  the  Presidencies.  We  have  the  happiness  to  inform  you  that 
the  discount  upon  your  bonds  and  treasury  order  has  fallen  very  consi¬ 
derably  within  the  present  month.  The  discount  upon  treasury  orders 
alone  has  fallen  from  15  to  6  per  cent,  while  orders  upon  your  treasury 
bore  so  heavy  a  discount  as  13  per  cent,  and  while  such  orders  were  our 
principal  medium  or  currency  for  discharging  demands  upon  this  Govern¬ 
ment  it  will  readily  occur  to  the  Honourable  Court  that  those  demands 
would  rise  in  a  proportion  to  the  discount  upon  your  paper.  The  first 
step  therefore  to  an  actual  reduction  of  your  expences  is  to  raise  the  value 
of  the  orders  upon  your  treasury,  for  notwithstanding  the  most  rigid  atten¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  your  Government  to  restrain  improper  demands,  yet 

*  when  the  medium  of  your  disbursements  is  at  a  great  discount  means  will 
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always  be  found  to  raise  the  price  of  every  supply  to  Government  to  the 
actual  value  of  the  standard  by  which  they  are  payed.  Hence  the  enor¬ 
mous  increase  of  your  debts  under  the  Presidency  of  Bombay.  We  have  in 
contemplation  an  arrangement  which  will  effectually  provide  for  the  regu¬ 
lar  payment  of  the  interest  of  your  bonded  debt  under  this  Government. 
But  we  wish  not  to  solicit  with  approbation  by  stating  to  you  what  we 
intend  to  do,  our  dispatches  by  the  Hinchinbrooke ,  though  they  are  to 
be  closed  in  a  few  days  hence,  will  communicate  to  you  our  sentiments, 
more  at  large,  relative  to  your  bonded  debt,  the  general  regulation  of 
your  finance  and  our  actual  retrenchments. 

r 

15.  Several  deficiencies  having  arisen  between  the  accounts  of  gold 
bullion  sent  at  different  times  to  Fort  St.  George  we  called  upon  our 
Mint  Master,  Mr.  Paxton,  to  explain  them.  His  reply,  which  we  forward 
a  number  in  this  packet,  having  proved  to  us  that  it  was  occasioned  by  a 
difference  in  the  mode  of  assaying,  and  his  proposal  for  adjustment  by  a 
regular  assay  at  the  Tower  being  reasonable,  we  agreed  to  it  and  requested 
the  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  to  forward  to  you  all  samples 
retained  in  their  mint,  that  the  decision  might  be  effected  without  delay. 
Mr.  Paxton  has  deposited  Company’s  bonds  for  the  amount  which  appears 
to  be  due  from  him  on  this  account  to  the  Company. 


13.  Mr.  Paxton  has  since  requested  our  permission  to  resign  his 
office  and  to  proceed  to  England  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  his  claim, 
on  the  part  of  his  constituents,  for  the  amount  paid  by  him  into  the 
treasury  at  Chinsurah,  previous  to  the  capture  of  that  place,  which  we 
have  accordingly  granted,  and  hope  that  his  being  on  the  spot  will  also 
facilitate  the  adjustment  of  the  difference  respecting  the  gold  bullion.  As 
this  gentleman  has  ever  conducted  himself  to  our  satisfaction  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  his  official  duty,  under  this  Government,  we  cannot  but  express 
our  approbation  of  his  services  accordingly. 


14.  We  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Richard  Waring,  one  of 

your  civil  servants,  died  at  Dacca  on  the  [ - ]  instant,  and  Mr.  William 

Johnson  when  [whom]  you  appointed  in  your  letter 
of  1 6th  March  1784,  upon  a  supposition  that  Mr. 
Waring  had  died  prior  to  this  period,  has  been 
admitted  in  the  list  of  your  servants  in  his  room. 


Consultation  10th 
February. 


15.  The  Board  of  Trade  having  represented  to  us  that  they  could 
nearly  complete  the  lading  of  the  Hinchinbrooke  we  have  at  their  recom¬ 
mendation  altered  the  destination  of  this  ship  and  shall  despatch  Captain 
Maxwell  within  the  period  prescribed  by  charterparty. 

The  state  of  the  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows: 

Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  84,651  11  5 

Khalsah  ...  ...  45,064  14  7 


* 


1,56,686  g  9 
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Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 
Sicca  rupees  15,30,534  7  io  17,75,420  o  o 

Khalsah 

Sicca  rupees  3,97,658  8  4  3,45**83  14  2 

-  21,20,703  14  2 

Mint 

General 

Khalsah  ...  ...  30,857  12  2 

-  30,857  12  2 

Unsorted  treasure 
Khalsah 

from  Burdwan  ...  2,883-10-10 

Valued  at  10  per  cent  better  than  current  rupees  3,173  o  4 

Current  rupees  22,71,420  4  5 

Balance  account  deposits  ...  6,34,773  1  5 

Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 

Mayor’s  Court  ..,  ...  1,20,161  13  9 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has  ceased  by 
public  advertisement  ...  45,117  0  8 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent  ...  1,57,26,907  12  11 

4  per  cent  remittance  loan  ...  8,56,840  o  o 

-  i*73»83*799  1*  9 


Fort  William,  We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 

the  26th  February  1785. 

35 

LETTER  DATED  28  FEBRUARY  1785 

Act  of  Parliament  for  the  better  regulation  and  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Company — translation  of  the  Act  into  Bengali  and  Persian — 
copies  of  it  to  be  sent  to  all  the  Presidencies. 

GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 

To  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  25th  instant  we 
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received  and  read  in  Council  your  letters  of  the  20th  August  and  10th 
September,  the  former  covering  copy  of  the  Act  passed  in  the  24th  year 
of  the  reign  of  His  Present  Majesty  entitled  “an  Act  for  the  better  regula¬ 
tion  and  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  Company  and 
of  the  British  possessions  in  India,  and  for  establishing  a  Court  of  Judica¬ 
ture  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual  trial  of  persons  accused  of  offences 
committed  in  the  East  Indies.”  Your  letter  of  the  xoth  September  notified 
the  appointments  which  you  have  made  in  consequence  of  that  Act. 

2.  These  advices  arrived  at  Bombay  on  the  7  th  ultimo,  and  were 
on  the  nth  dispatched  from  thence  by  His  Majesty’s  sloop  Lizard ,  under 
the  command  of  the  Honourable  Captain  Fitzroy. 

3.  We  on  receiving  the  dispatches  by  the  Lenord  [Lizard]  assembled 
in  Council  and  after  having  read  the  Act  adjourned  to  the  next  day, 
previously  ordering  one  hundred  copies  of  the  Act  to  be  immediately 
printed  by  the  Honourable  Company’s  printer.  We  called  upon  the 
Advocate  General  to  inform  us  of  the  most  effectual  legal  mode  of  pro¬ 
mulgating  the  Act  throughout  the  provinces. 

4.  On  the  36th  we  again  read  the  Act  in  Council,  and  resolved  to  get 
it  translated  into  the  Bengal  and  Persian  languages.  We  advised  the 
different  Presidencies  of  our  having  received  the  Act,  and  that  we  would 
take  immediate  measure  according  to  its  regulation  and  provisions. 

5.  We  also  resolved  that  all  such  parts  as  relate  to  the  enlarged 
controul  of  this  Government  over  the  different  Presidencies  and  all  matters 
of  alliance  and  connection  with  the  native  states  should  be  communicated 
to  them. 

6.  According  to  the  27  th  clause  of  the  Act  we  directed  the  Honour¬ 
able  Charles  Stuart,  being  the  senior  covenanted  servant  on  this  estab¬ 
lishment,  to  be  summoned  to  attend  our  meeting  this  day.  He  attended 
accordingly]  and  the  usual  oaths  being  administered  to  him  he  took  his 
seat  as  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Council. 


Fort  William, 

the  28th  February  1785. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 


LETTER  DATED  i  MARCH  1785 

Calcutta  Council  justifies  its  action  in  appointing  Stuart  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade. 

X O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

[1]  We  did  not  wish  to  make  any  comment  on  the  correspondence 
that  has  lately  passed  between  us  and  the  Board  of  Trade,  relative  to  their 
compliance  with  your  orders  in  favor  of  the  Honourable  Charles  Stuart. 

[a]  Those  orders  were  clear  and  explicit,  they  directed  that  when  a 
vacancy  happened  in  the  Board  of  Trade  after  Mr.  Stuart  s  arrival  he 
should  then  take  his  seat  at  that  Board  according  to  his  rank  and  standing 
in  your  service.  That  rank  and  standing  was  admitted  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  be  above  their  oldest  member  and  resident,  no  position  therefore 
could  be  clearer  than  that  Mr.  Stuart  could  not  sit  at  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  conformity  to  your  orders  but  as  President  of  the  Board,  for  in  any 
other  place  at  that  Bbard  he  must  have  sat  below  his  rank  and  standing 

in  your  service. 

[3]  We  were  persuaded  that  the  correspondence  that  has  passed 
between  us  and  the  Board  of  Trade  upon  this  subject  would  draw  your 
attention;  and  as  throughout  that  correspondence  we  had  not  a  wish  but 
that  of  seeing  your  orders  obeyed  we  left  it  to  your  own  voluntary 
suggestion,  uninfluenced  by  any  representation  on  our  part,  to  pass  an 
opinion  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Their  address,  which 
was  only  sent  to  our  Secretary  late  last  night  just  on  the  eve  of  closing 
our  dispatches  to  your  Honourable  Court  of  the  22nd  of  this  month,  and 
especially  the  15th  paragraph  of  that  address  call  upon  your  most  serious 

attention. 

[4]  Had  your  Governor  General  and  Council  ordered  a  junior  servant 
to  every  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  supercede  them  and  assume 
and  execute  the  office  of  President  of  that  Board  their  remonstrance  to 
your  Honourable  Court  could  not  be  in  more  violent  terms. 

S' 

[5]  Had  we  ordered  such  a  supercession  the  responsibility  rested  with 
us,  and  if  we  could  not  have  convinced  you  of  the  wisdom  or  necessity  of 
our  conduct  we  remained  amenable  to  your  justice  and  to  punishment. 
We  conceive  it  had,  in  even  such  an  extraordinary  case,  been  the  duty 
of  your  Board  of  Trade  to  have  complied  with  our  orders.  For  the 
real  security  of  your  property  might  depend  upon  an  obedience  to  such 
orders,  independent  of  the  example  of  obedience  necessary  from  your 
oldest  civil  servants  under  this  Government. 
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[6]  But  when  the  authority  we  have  exercised  has  been  only  to 
enforce,  after  long  delays,  your  positive  and  incontestible  orders  in  favor 
of  senior  servants  to  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  when  an 
opposition  has  been  raised  to  the  execution  of  those  orders,  such  as  the 
correspondence  between  us  and  the  Board  of  Trade  will  testify  and  such 
as  we  conceive  to  have  been  scarcely  justifiable  in  the  most  opposite  case 
of  irregularity  on  our  part,  we  must  leave  it  to  your  Honourable  Court 
to  reflect  upon  the  circumstances  of  this  contest,  and  by  your  decision 
on  it  to  pronounce  us  blamable  if  we  have  exceeded  our  duty,  or  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  limit  beyond  which  it  may  be  dangerous  for  any  of  your  servants 
civil  or  military  to  question  the  authority  under  which  we  act. 

[7]  Your  Honourable  Court  may  depend  upon  it  that  we  shall 
execute  what  we  conceive  our  necessary  duty  in  such  cases  in  future,  how¬ 
ever  painful  it  may  be  to  our  feelings.  But  there  is  an  ultimate  duty 
which  rests  with  your  Court,  and  of  which  the  consequences  must  even  be 
important  in  its  influence  over  a  dominion  ruled  upon  the  principles  on 
which  your  tenure  of  this  country  depends. 

Fort  William,  We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 

the  1st  March  1785. 
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LETTER  DATED  23  MARCH  1785 

Explanation  for  deficiency  in  the  amount  of  goods  provided  by  the 
Board  of  Trade — Governor  General* s  proposal  for  a  better  regulation  of 
the  police  of  Calcutta — Steele*s  case — officers  resigning  the  Company*s 
service  or  proceeding  on  leave  required  to  produce  the  Paymaster's  certifi¬ 
cate  that  their  dues  have  been  cleared — Colonel  Watson* s  case — Calcutta 
Government  accused  of  bribing  men  from  King*s  regiments  to  enter  the 
Company* s  service . 


GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 


T  O  the  Hon’ble  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1.  We  have  now  the  honor  to  address  you  by  the  Hinchinbrooke 
and  to  transmit  our  broken  sett  of  proceedings  for  the  month  of  February, 
also  duplicates  of  our  several  letters  by  the  Cornwallis . 
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been  surveyed  and  reported  in  compleat  repair.  We  therefore,  though 
late  in  the  season,  consider  it  in  every  point  of  view  an  object  of  great 
importance  to  dispatch  this  ship  to  Europe  without  further  detention, 
particularly  as  some  of  the  Lucknow  goods,  which  we  had  permitted  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  purchase  of  Mr.  Scott,  as  well  as  a  small  part  of  the 
investment  of  1783/4  remained  in  the  warehouse. 


3.  Another  powerful  inducement  for  this  measure  was  the  assurance 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  that  all  the  goods  would  be  shipped  before  the 
expiration  of  the  period  limited  by  char terp arty.  We  have  however  been 
disappointed  in  this,  but  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  the  cargo, 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  deficient,  has  since  been  compleated  by 
the  arrival  of  fresh  goods  of  the  current  year’s  investment,  and  as  this 
vessel  is  said  to  sail  very  well  we  hope  you  will  sustain  no  loss  or  incon¬ 
venience  from  the  lateness  of  her  dispatch. 


4.  We  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Maxwell  claiming  a  loan  on 
account  of  his  ship  according  to  the  terms  of  the  charterparty.  This 

application  we  thought  proper  to  refer  to  your  Advo- 
Consultation  14th  cate  General  for  his  opinion,  which  having  received 

e  we  now  transmit  it,  together  with  copy  of  Captain 

Maxwell’s  letter  for  your  information.  Finding  however  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  get  the  Hinchinbrooke  away  without  affording  the  assist¬ 
ance  solicited  we  have  issued  to  Captain  Maxwell  current  rupees  27,000, 
for  which  he  has  mortgaged  the  freight  that  may  become  due  on  account 
the  ship;  the  mortgage  bond  we  enclose  number  in  packet. 


5.  The  Glatton,  ballasted  with  saltpetre,  has  been  dispatched  to 
take  up  a  cargo  of  pepper  at  Fort  Marlborough.  Captain  Drummond 
will  receive  sundry  stores,  to  be  delivered  to  the  President  and  Council 
at  Fort  St.  George,  which  having  effected  he  will  proceed  according  to 
his  destination. 


6.  Mr.  Droz,  a  member  of  your  Board  of  Trade,  having  represented 
to  us  that  he  had  sustained  very  heavy  losses,  and  had  been  compelled 

to  submit  to  extreme  inconvenience  from  the  receipt 
Consultation  17th.  Q£  boncfs  in  payment  for  the  investment  which  he 
January.  provided  at  Cossimbuzar  in  1781,  obtained  our  per¬ 

mission  to  make  application  for  treasury  orders  in  exchange  for  such  bonds 
as  his  real  exigencies  required,  but  as  many  persons  were  in  a  similar 
situation  with  Mr.  Droz,  and  consequently  equally  entitled  to  this  indul-  . 

gence  we  were  under  the  necessity  of  rescinding  that 
resolution  in  his  favor.  We  however  permitted  him 
to  exchange  bonds  to  the  amount  of  30,000  rupees,  lest 
the  alteration  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  arrangements  which  he  had 
actually  made  in  consequence  of  our  first  resolution. 


Consultation  21st 
February. 


7.  Mr.  Droz  expressed  his  thanks  for  this  favor,  and  requested  our 
intercession  with  your  Honourable  Court  to  obtain  a  compliance  with 
his  wishes.  We  promised  to  transmit  his  letter  a  number  in  this  packet, 
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but  declined  to  recommend  his  request  as  it  must  inevitably  subject  you 
to  the  same  inconveniencies  which  we  experienced  in  bringing  forward 
more  applications  and  claims  of  the  same  nature. 


8.  Mr.  Joseph  Dixon,  of  your  civil  establishment,  having  requested 
our  permission  to  return  to  Europe  for  the  adjustment  of  his  private 

concerns,  in  consequence  of  the  general  licence  to  that 
Consutlation  17th  effect  which  we  held  forth  to  your  servants  in  our 
e  ruary.  resolutions  in  the  Secret  Department  of  Inspection,  we 

accordingly  granted  him  the  indulgence.  As  he  conducted  himself  to  our 
satisfaction,  when  in  employ,  we  recommend  him  to  be  restored  to  your 
service  as  soon  as  the  situation  of  his  private  affairs  shall  admit  of  his 
application  for  it. 


9.  We  transmit  you,  a  number  in  the  packet,  a  letter  just  received 
from  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  reply  to  ours  of  the  22nd  November  last, 
on  the  subject  of  the  deficiency  in  the  account  of  goods  provided  and  to 
be  provided  with  the  funds  upon  which  you  had  reckoned  when  your 
reports  were  made  to  the  Honourable  House  of  Commons,  under  date 
the  14th  February  and  31st  May  *84. 

10.  In  the  10th,  11th,  12th,  13th,  14th,  15th,  16th,  17th,  18th  and 
19th  paragraphs  of  our  addresses  to  your  Honourable  Court  under  date  the 
10th  December  1784,  per  Surprize ,  we  expatiated  upon  this  subject  in  as 
full  and  circumstantial  a  manner  as  the  materials  we  had  at  that  time 
before  us  would  admit,  and  we  shall  now  contrast  the  information  recently 
received  from  the  Board  of  Trade  with  that  furnished  you  by  the  Surprize . 


11.  The  amount,  which  we  had  rea¬ 
son  to  expect  would  have  been 
laden  upon  ships  dispatched  in 
1783/4  and  in  1784/5  to  10th 
March  1785,  as  stated  in  that 
letter,  is  ... 

The  amount  of  goods  exported  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  1783/4  was  ... 

Do.  in  1784/5  to  1st  March  1785  ... 

Goods  expected  to  complete  the  sub¬ 
scription  investment  of  1782/3  ... 

Do.  do.  1783/4  ••• 


3,55, 1 2,240-9-4 

s,  13*63,55  3-°'° 

1,04,41,195-0-0 

i>7°'394-°-0 

23,52,650-0-0 

-  343^7*79^'°“° 


Deficiency  by  these  data  ...  ...  11,84,448-9-4 

12.  You  will  observe  that  of  this  deficiency  the  Board  of  Trade  have 
accounted  for  no  more  than  current  rupees  8,59,640-5-3  in  the  statement 
which  accompanied  their  letter  of  the  15th  March,  although  they  have 
made  a  deduction  of  current  rupees  1,60,757-4-4  from  what  had  been 
realized  on  account  of  the  investments  of  1782/3  and  1783/4  by  the  28th 
February  1785,  the  particulars  of  this  deduction  not  having  been  stated  to 
us  we  cannot  take  upon  ourselves  to  admit  it,  supposing  however  the 
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amount  of  these  two  deductions  being  current  rupees  10,30,397-9-7  to  be 
taken  from  the  deficiency  before  stated  there  would  remain  current  rupees 
1,64,050-15-9  unaccounted  for,  which  we  shall  call  upon  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  explain. 

13.  In  the  17th  paragraph  of  our  letter  by  the  Surprize  we  stated  the 
grounds  on  which  we  concluded  that  had  the  Board  of  Trade  realized 
the  investment  of  1783/4  in  the  usual  period  (viz.,  10th  March  1785) 
they  would  have  had  goods  to  the  amount  of  current  rupees 
1,19,18,079-13-7  to  lade  upon  the  ships  to  be  dispatched  between  30th 
November  1784  and  10th  March  1785.  It  however  now  appears  that  not¬ 
withstanding  they  exported  in  1784/5  goods  to  the  amount  of  current 
rupees  1,04,41,195  they  yet  expected  to  realize  current  rupees  35,33,044 
in  goods  on  account  of  the  investment  of  1783/3  and  1783/4.  This  with 
the  beforementioned  sum  of  1,04,41,195  and  current  rupees  1,60,757-4-4, 
which  has  been  deducted  by  the  Board  of  Trade  for  contingencies,  amount 
to  current  rupees  1,31,34,996-4-4,  exceeding  our  former  estimate  by  current 
rupees  13,06,916-6-9.  The  Board  of  Trade  having  realized  current  rupees 
3,04,317  on  account  of  old  investments  and  current  rupees  5,33,095  on 
account  of  the  subscription  investment,  and  expecting  yet  to  realize  current 
rupees  1,70,394  on  the  same  accounts  which  we  did  not  then  reckon 
upon,  the  practicability  of  the  recovery  not  being  officially  stated  to  us, 
these  three  sums  amount  to  current  rupees  8,97,806,  which  deducted  from 
the  excess  upon  our  former  estimate  leave  current  rupees  3,09,110-6-9,  of 
which  we  shall  require  an  explanation.  But  as  we  are  not  likely  to 
obtain  an  answer  to  any  formal  reference  we  may  make  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  on  this  subject,  in  time  to  transmit  the  same  to  you  by  the 

present  conveyance  we  must  leave  it  at  present  in  a  state  of  unadjustment. 

* 

14.  The  data  exhibited  by  the  above  differing  considerably  from 
those  upon  which  our  Accountant  General  reckoned,  when  he  formed  the 
observations  upon  your  reports  to  the  Honourable  House  of  Commons, 
dated  14th  February  and  31st  May  1784,  renders  it  necessary  to  send  you  a 
separate  number  in  this  packet  his  report  to  us  of  the  effect  which  this 
information  will  produce  upon  your  expectations  from  the  amount  appro¬ 
priated  by  us  to  the  commercial  investments,  and  the  alteration  which 
may  now  be  expected  in  the  amount  you  will  have  to  pay  for  our  draughts 
and  certificates  of  1784/5,  a  practice  which  we  shall  direct  him  to  follow 
by  the  last  ship  of  each  season  so  long  as  'the  same  circumstances  shall 
appear  equally  necessary  to  be  pointed  out  to  your  particular  attention. 

15.  We  transmit  you,  numbers  in  this  packet,  copies  of  letters  from 
your  Commander  in  Chief  and  Surgeon  General,  and  several  petitions, 
which  accompanied  them,  from  the  assistant  surgeons  who  were  dismissed 
in  consequence  of  your  orders  of  the  16th  March  1784. 

16.  The  representations  of  these  gentlemen  will  point  out  the  hard¬ 
ship  of  their  case.  We  feel  the  cruelty  of  it  so  forcibly  that  we  must 
beg  leave,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  to  recommend  it  to  your  favourable 
^tt^ion. 


557 


%%  MARCH  1785 

17*  the  ^ist  instant  the  Governor  General  laid  before  us  a  propo¬ 
sition  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  police  of  Calcutta  without  any 
encrease  of  expence  to  the  Company  or  to  the  inhabitants.  The  general 
reduction  of  the  salaries  and  allowances  of  the  Company’s  servants  renders 
it  an  object  of  the  most  serious  importance  to  reduce  the  necessary  expences 
of  living  in  your  principal  settlement.  This  can  only  be  done  by  example, 
by  a  well  regulated  police,  by  reducing  the  encreased  wages  of  native 
servants,  and  by  keeping  the  markets  untaxed,  and  removing  all  improper 
imposts  upon  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  improving  the  roads  that  lead 
from  the  country  to  Calcutta.  To  each  of  these  objects  we  shall  pay 
attention.  The  Governor  General’s  minute  goes  a  number  in  the  packet, 
and  we  have  concurred  with  him  in  the  regulations  which  he  has  submitted 
to  our  approbation. 

18.  In  consultation  18th  June  you  will  find  recorded  a  letter  from 
the  Military  Paymaster  General  respecting  the  balance  due  and  retrench¬ 
ments  from  the  disbursements  of  Mr.  R.  G.  Steele,  late  Paymaster  to  the 
troops  in  the  Zemindarry  of  Benares  and  to  the  garrison  of  Chunar, 
amounting  to  current  rupees  1,80,432-5-1.  The  different  articles  of  charge 
are  particularly  explained,  and  our  resolution  will  point  out  the  sums 
for  which  Mr.  Steele  was  held  responsible  and  those  from  which  he  was 
exonerated. 

19.  Mr.  Steele  at  different  times  appealed  against  the  decision  we 

had  passed,  but  as  he  did  not  state  any  new  matter 
Consultations  5th.  t0  induce  us  to  rescind  our  resolutions  we  held  him 
i6tli  and  23rd  August,  indebted  to  the  Company  for  the  sum  of  current  rupees 

27,791-11-1,  and  responsible  for  the  amount  of  certain 
parts  of  the  retrenchments  on  his  accounts  which  it  might  not  be  in 
the  power  of  the  Military  Paymaster  General  to  recover,  and  for  which 
Mr.  Steele  was  ordered  to  give  security  previous  to  his  quitting  this  country. 

20.  Mr.  Steele  though  repeatedly  called  upon  to  give  the  security 
required  constantly  evaded  it;  he  also  evaded  to  pay  the  balances  due 
from  him  to  the  Company,  and  country  [contrary]  to  our  express  orders 
proceeded  to  Europe  on  a  foreign  ship. 

21.  By  this  time  the  Military  Paymaster  General  reported  another 
demand  against  him  for  current  rupees  three  hundred  and  forty  four, 

one  anna  and  seven  pice,  which  made  his  debt  to  the 
Consultation  1st  Company  amount  to  current  rupees  28,135-12-8.  He 

September.  aiso  repeated  that  the  amourit  of  retrenchments  for 

which  he  was  to  find  security,  if  they  should  not  be  recovered,  was  reduced 
to  the  sum  of  current  rupees  21,512-4-8. 

22.  On  the  3rd  November  we  called  upon  the  Military  Paymaster 
General  for  an  exact  statement  of  the  retrenchments  from  Mr.  Steele  s 
accounts,  which  he  deemed  irrecoverable,  as  well  as  a  general  account  of 
the  balances  due  from  him  that  the  sums  might  be  carried  to  his  debit 
to  enable  you  to  prosecute  him  in  England  for  the  amount, 


55» 


LETTER  TO  COURT 


23.  In  consequence  of  this  order  the  Military  Paymaster  General 
in  his  letter  of  50th  December,  recorded  in  Consultation  15th  January, 
extract  of  which  goes  herewith  a  number  in  the  packet,  informed  us  that 
the  claims  of  the  Company  on  Mr.  Steele  for  retrenchments  still  continued 
as  above.  At  the  same  time  he  communicated  to  us  that  from  a  memo¬ 
randum  of  Mr.  Steele’s,  respecting  the  Commissary  General’s  retrench¬ 
ments,  it  appeared  that  he  (Mr.  Steele)  had  recovered  the  sum  of  current 
rupees  seventeen  thousand  and  fourteen,  fourteen  annas  and  six  pice 
(17014-14-6)  on  account  of  his  retrenchments,  for  which  he  had  never 
given  him  credit.  Upon  this  information  we  called  upon  the  Military 
Paymaster  General  to  verify  upon  oath  that  the  sum  so  recovered  had 
not  been  brought  to  credit;  his  affidavit  goes  herewith  a  number  in  the 
packet,  with  copies  of  the  accounts  current  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Steele  to 
him.  The  claims  therefore  of  the  Honourable  Company  on  Mr.  Steele 
to  be  recovered  by  you  in  England  are  as  follow,  viz., 


On  account  of  pay  and  batta  drawn  as  Paymaster 
to  Colonel  Blair’s  detachment  from  February  1782  to 
August  1783  inclusive,  disallowed  by  order  of  the 
Board  dated  the  16th  August  as  he  received  a  commis¬ 
sion  on  his  disbursements  in  lieu  of  pay  and  allow¬ 
ances.  He  likewise  drew  twice  the  allowance  for  sircars 
and  shroffs,  once  as  Paymaster  to  the  garrison  of 
Chunar  and  once  as  Paymaster  to  the  troops  serving  in 
the  Zemindary  of  Benares  from  18th  January  1782  to 
31st  August  1783  inclusive,  making  the  sum  of  current 
rupees  ...  ...  ...  ...  16,086  7  9 

Commission  drawn  by  him  on  his  disbursements 
which  the  Board  determined  to  be  the  property  of 
Mr.  Perreau,  his  predecessor  in  office  ...  ...  *  4,329  12  o 

A  retrenchment  on  his  commission  account  made 
by  the  Commissary  General  ...  ...  ...  637  15  6 

1 

Retrenchments  recovered  by  Mr.  Steele  according  to 
a  memorandum  at  the  foot  of  his  last  account  current 
never  given  credit  (as  he  ought  to  have  done)  when  he 
was  exonerated  from  the  retrenchments  above  stated  ...  17,014  14  6 


in  all  current  rupees  ...  38,069  1  9 


1  * 

besides  being  answerable  for  the  amount,  which  may  not  be  recovered, 
of  the  sum  of  current  rupees  21,212-4-8  due  on  account  of  retrenchments 
from  which  he  has  never  been  exonerated. 

24.  As  Mr.  Steele  is  in  England  we  trust  and  hope  it  will  be  in 
your  power  to  recover  the  above  sum  of  current  rupees  38,069-1-9.  We 
transmit  a  notarial  copy  of  his  appointments,  a  number  in  the  packet, 
understanding  that  this  document  is  a  necessary  voucher  for  you. 
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55.  Having  given  you  this  detail,  relative  to  the  claims  of  this 
Government  against  Mr.  Steele,  it  is  proper  to  inform  you  at  the  same 
time  that  at  the  period  of  his  appoinment  to  the  office  of  Paymaster  to 
the  garrison  of  Chunar  he  was  not  in  your  service,  nor  were  the  usual 
securities  taken  from  him.  He  was  suddenly  removed  from  office,  not  in 
consequence  of  any  misconduct  but  in  obedience  to  your  command,  con¬ 
tained  in  your  letter  of  56th  September  178s,  directing  that  “none  but 
covenanted  servants  should  hold  any  employment  in  your  service  under 
this  Presidency”.  That  removal  he  will  of  course  plead  as  the  cause  of 
his  inability  to  recover  the  retrenchments  made  in  his  accounts,  and  he 
will  probably  state  that  those  very  retrenchments  were  not  made  till  it 
was  too  late  for  him  to  recover  them.  We  have  thought  it  our  duty  to 
place  the  subject  fully  before  you,  that  having  examined  it  in  every 
light  you  may  adopt  the  necessary  measures  in  consequence.  Copies  of 
his  accounts  current,  as  sent  in  by  the  Military  Paymaster  General,  go 
numbers  in  this  packet. 


26.  The  Military  Paymaster  General  having  reported  a  sum  due 

from  Major  Law  of  current  rupees  618-5  his  attorney 

Octoberltati°n  was  ca^e<^  uPon  to  refund  this  amount,  which  he 

refused  saying  he  was  positively  forbid  by  his  instruc¬ 
tions  from  paying  any  sums  without  express  orders. 

57.  We  think  it  proper  to  point  this  out  to  your  particular  notice 
that  you  may  take  the  necessary  steps  for  recovering  the  amount  from 
Major  Law  who  is  in  England.  To  prevent  similar  inconveniencies  we 
some  time  ago  issued  in  General  Orders  that  no  officer  should  be  allowed 
to  resign  the  service  or  quit  the  country  until  the  Paymaster’s  certificate, 
that  he  has  no  demand  upon  him  for  the  Commissary  General’s 
retrenchments,  shall  be  produced* 


58.  We  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  charges  which  were  incurred 
by  the  Company  in  sending  back  to  this  country  Mrs.  Murray’s  native 

servant  Betty  have  been  recovered  of  Colonel  Murray, 
Consultation  7th  agreeably  to  the  account  which  you  transmitted, 

ry*  amounting  to  current  rupees  255-9-6,  and  will  be 

credited  in  the  Military  Paymaster  General’s  books  accordingly.  The 
indemnification  bond  has  in  consequence  been  delivered  up  to  Colonel 
Murray. 


59.  The  regulations  for  carrying  into  effectual  execution  our  plan 
for  the  general  retrenchment  of  expence  in  your  civil  and  military  estab¬ 
lishments  having  been  already  communicated  to  you, 
from  our  Secret  Department  of  Inspection,  and  the 
grounds  on  which  it  was  founded,  it  only  remains  for 
us  to  acquaint  you  in  this  Department  with  the  names  of  those  gentlemen 
who  have  since  obtained  our  permission  to  proceed  to  Europe  according 
to  the  terms  which  we  demand  it  necessary  to  prescribe,  viz., 


Consultation  10th 
February. 
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On  half  pay  to  be  received  in  England 


Consultation  10th  February 
Do.  Do. 

Consultation  3rd  March 
Consultation  17th  March 


John  McCra  Assistant  Surgeon 
Lieutenant  Wattle 
Ensign  Purefoy 
Lieutenant  Lucadou 


On  full  pay  to  be  received  in  Bengal 


7th  March 
10th  February 
Do.  do. 
3rd  March 
Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

17th  do. 


Captain  Lieutenant  Holland 
Lieutenants  Browne 

Calcraft 

Duff 

Frushard 

Bradshaw 

Hunter 


30.  We  have  now  to  request  that  you  will  afford  your  sanction  to 
the  above  regulation,  in  complying  with  the  terms  of  it  so  far  as  respects 
the  issues  of  half  pay  in  England  not  doubting  but  on  mature  consideration 
you  will  approve  the  general  plan  and  authorize  its  continuance. 


31.  The  following  officers  have  been  allowed  to  resign  your  service 
since  our  last  advices,  as  will  appear  in  the  consultations  noted  in  the 
margin,  viz.. 


1^hons^ati0on,s  Captains  Williams  and  Broome 

ruary.  Lieutenants  Bie  and  A.  Tremamondo 

32.  Mr.  Blankey  Smyth,  formerly  a  cadet  in  your  service,  has  been 

permitted  to  proceed  to  England  in  the  Hinchinbrooke 

February tatl°n  on  t^ie  terms  °f  chart erparty,  at  the  intercession  of 

y*  the  Commander  in  Chief. 


33.  Colonel  Watson  has  applied  to  us  to  defend  another  prosecution 
commenced  against  him,  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature,  by  one 
Dotteram  Tarrufdar,  upon  the  supposition  that  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to 
vindicate  the  grant  of  land  at  Kidderpore  which  he  obtained  from  you 
in  England;  but  as  this  matter  has  long  since  been  referred  to  you  for 
instructions  and  as  we  have  not  yet  received  your  orders  upon  the  subject 
we  declined  any  interference  in  this  business. 

34.  Major  John  Grattan  has  repeatedly  solicited  us  to  permit  him 
to  draw  his  allowances  and  establishment  as  Adjutant  General  of  His 

r  Majesty's  forces  in  India  from  Bengal.  As  the  Presi- 

February.tatl°n  10  dent  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George  refused  to  issue 

them,  notwithstanding  this  gentleman  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  that  station  by  His  Majesty's  late  Commander  in  Chief  in  India 
and  although  the  King  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  confirm  that  appoint¬ 
ment,  we  have  therefore  directed  the  same  allowances  as  are  drawn  by  the 
Adjutant  General  at  Fort  St:  George  to  be  issued  to  him  here  untill  your 
pleasure  is  known, 
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35.  Captain  Pinkerton  of  the  98th  Regiment  having  preferred  sundry 
claims  of  his  own  and  other  officers’  of  that  Regiment  upon  the  Company, 
as  recorded  in  our  proceedings,  we  declined  taking  cognizance  of  them 
as  we  could  not  think  of  interfering  with  the  internal  arrangements  of 
other  Presidencies  under  which  they  originated.  We  therefore  ordered 
all  the  bills  to  be  returned  to  him,  and  accordingly  referred  him  to  Fort 

St..  George  and  Bombay;  to  which  places  he  is  gone  to  obtain  their  final 
adjustment. 

36.  Colonel  Gordon  having  sent  in  sundry  bills  containing  claims 

upon  the  Company  which  originated  at  Fort  St.  George 

January,  tai4thS  Feb-  ai^  Bombay  we  were  compelled  to  return  them  to 
ruary.  him,  as  in  similar  cases,  to  be  adjusted  where  they  were 

incurred. 

37*  You  will  receive  herewith  accounts  of  advances  which  have  been 
made  to  the  commanders  of  the  Indiamen  for  the  passage  of  His  Majesty’s 
officers  and  troops.  But  as  these  will  not  be  found  to  correspond  exactly 
with  the  embarkation  returns,  which  will  be  transmitted  to  your  Secretary 
by  the  Agent  for  dispatching  the  Company’s  ships,  we  think  it  proper 
and  necessary  to  account  for  the  differences  by  informing  you  that  after 
the  troops  had  been  finally  paid  up  and  actually  sent  down  the  river  we 
considered  the  letter  and  spirit  of  His  Majesty’s  orders,  under  date  the 
11th  and  30th  September  1783,  had  been  fully  adhered,  and  as  it  was  a 
matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  your  service  to  secure  as  many  of  this 
[these]  men  for  this  establishment  as  might  be  induced  to  return  by  an 
extraordinary  bounty,  we  sent  officers  down  the  river  with  authority  to 
offer  the  bounty  usually  given  by  the  Company  and  to  enlist  as  many 
men  as  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  return.  The  success  which  this 
measure  has  been  attended  with  will  fully  appear  to  you  from  a  comparison 
of  Mr.  Cox’s  embarkation  returns  with  the  accounts  of  the  Deputy  Pay¬ 
master,  which  you  will  be  able  to  check  from  the  above,  and  accordingly 
call  on  the  respective  commanders  to  refund  what  they  may  have  been 
over  paid. 

38.  Our  letters  and  the  consultations,  which  accompanied  them, 

would  from  time  to  time  acquaint  you  of  every  thing 
Consultations  13th.,  has  occurred  since  the  arrival  of  His  Majesty’s 

ber,  15th  December,  troops  m  Bengal,  and  the  difficulties  we  have  expert- 
17th  and  51st  Janu-  enced  in  carrying  into  execution  your  orders  relative 
ary  and  21st  March.  tQ  ^  recruiting  service  from  the  reduced  regiments. 

39.  As  the  ship  by  which  this  letter  is  to  be  dispatched  carries  home 
the  remaining  part  of  His  Majesty’s  troops,  for  whom  we  have  been 
obliged  at  so  heavy  an  expence  to  provide  a  passage  to  England,  we 
cannot  convey  to  you  a  stronger  proof  of  the  impediments  that  have  been 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  public  interest,  by  discouraging  the  non-com¬ 
missioned  and  privates  of  His  Majesty’s  regiments  to  enlist  in  your  service, 
than  by  sending  you,  a  number  in  the  packet,  a  letter  which  we  received 
from  Colonel  Gordon  by  the  hands  of  the  pilot  who  carried  out  the 
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Cornwallis  after  that  ship  had  actually  sailed.  A  copy  of  Colonel  Gordon’s 
letter  and  a  plain  narrative  of  the  circumstances  which  produced  it  should 
be  laid  before  His  Majesty’s  Secretary  of  State;  and  we  doubt  not  but 
every  minister,  who  has  the  public  interest  at  heart,  will  see  the  impro- 
priety  of  the  letter. 

40.  Your  Honourable  Court  is  already  informed  of  the  embarrass¬ 
ments  to  which  we  have  been  subjected  by  Major  General  Campbell’s 
construction  of  His  Majesty’s  orders  of  10th  and  30th  September  1783 
through  the  Secretary  of  State  and  those  of  the  11th  September  1783 
through  the  Secretary  of  War. 

41.  If  the  privates  of  the  regiments  to  be  reduced  had  been  either 
disposed  or  encouraged  to  enter  into  His  Majesty’s  regiments,  that  are 
ordered  to  remain  in  India,  they  had  an  option  and  the  proper  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  so  doing  before  they  left  Fort  St.  George  in  September  last. 


42.  For  our  parts  it  was  indifferent  to  us  whether  these  men  enlisted 
in  the  Company’s  or  the  royal  regiments.  In  either  service  they  added 
equally  to  the  force  of  the  Company  in  India,  and  independant  of  the 
very  great  expence  which  an  European  soldier  costs  the  Company  before 
he  lands  in  India  the  value  of  such  a  soldier  inured  to  war  and  the 
climate  was  great  indeed. 

43.  It  would  require  different  calculation  to  shew  you  even  in  a 
mercantile  view  the  total  expence  of  an  European  soldier  before  he  is 
landed  in  India,  but  in  a  political  light  an  individual  soldier  hardened 
to  war  and  the  climate  is  a  public  acquisition.  Any  attempt  to  detain 
these  soldiers  contrary  to  their  own  wishes  would  frustrate  the^  design; 
we  left  them  full  freedom  to  return  according  to  the  proclamation,  but 
in  that  freedom  we  created  the  best  encouragement  and  inducement  to 
them  to  stay.  Our  orders  of  the  21st  October  shew  clearly  that  we  adhered 
scrupulously  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  His  Majesty’s  commands  of  the 
10th  September  1783,  communicated  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

44.  But  after  these  soldiers  had  not  only  refused  to  enlist  in  the  King’s 
regiments  at  Fort  St.  George,  and  after  they  had  the  option  to  re-enlist 
for  the  same  regiments  here  or  to  remain  with  the  2  battalions  of  the 
4.2  and  after  they  had  proceeded  a  hundred  miles  down  the  river  and 
were  on  the  point  of  sailing  for  Europe,  we  thought  it  would  have  been 
criminal  in  us,,  towards  the  national  interest  as  well  as  the  Company’s, 
not  to  offer  them  a  small  additional  bounty  provided  they  returned  to 
serve  the  Company.  It  is  this  additional  bounty,  so  offered  and  in  such  a 
stage  of  their  voyage  to  Europe,  that  Colonel  Gordon  is  pleased  to  call  a 
purpose  in  the  Governor  General  and  Council  to  bribe  soldiers,  contrary 
to  His  Majesty’s  orders,  to  enter  into  the  Company’s  service  inconsistently 
with  our  judicial  authority. 

45*  We  venture  to  declare  that  there  is  a  heavy  responsibility  some- 
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where,  relative  to  either  the  orders  sent  out  about  the  return  of  these 
troops  or  the  construction  and  execution  of  those  orders. 

46.^  Every  soldier  who  had  been  prevented  from  enlisting  in  your 
service  is  a  loss  to  the  nation  at  large.  They  all  to  a  very  few  would  have 
been  glad  to  have  enlisted.  But  at  first  those  who  offered  to  enlist  were 
confined  in  their  regimental  guards,  afterwards  discharges  were  refused 
and  other  obstruction  thrown  in  the  way  to.  them,  and  ultimately  you 
see  the  turn  that  is  given  to  a  fair  and  liberal  encouragement  to  them  to 
remain  in  the  service. 

47..  You  will  find  that  when  they  settle  their  claims  with  their 
respective  officers  they  will  be  happy  to  return  to  your  service  from 
England. 

48.  You  have  been  put  to  the  enormous  expence,  which  your  accounts 
will  shew  for  the  passage  of  these  men  to  Europe  when  the  service  they 
had  seen  and  the  want  of  European  soldiers  rendered  their  stay  most 
valuable  to  the  interests  of  the  Company  and  the  nation  at  large. 

49.  In  regard  to  the  inattention  of  which  Colonel  Gordon  complains 
from  the  Commander  in  Chief  we  have  to  observe  that  the  Commander 
in  Chief  has  no  military  authority  as  Commander  in  Chief  in  Calcutta, 
that  Colonel  Gordon  lived  in  the  town  of  Calcutta  and  not  in  Fort  William, 
and  that  we  paid  him  the  full  allowances  of  Colonel  commanding  a  brigade 
beside  house  rent. 

50.  As  we  have  never  made  any  distinctions  between  your  and  the 
public  service,  as  true  zeal  for  His  Majesty’s  service  is  best  certifyed  in 
forwarding  the  public  interest  under  any  local  description  so  we  are 
persuaded  that  where  that  interest  is  impeded  and  sacrificed,  to  any 
prejudices  or  other  views,  disapprobation  must  mark  the  instance. 


The  state  of  the  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows: 

Ready  money 

General  Treasury  47*429  9  9 

Khalsah  ...  ...  56,181  8  5 

- -  1,03,611  %  % 

Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 

Sicca  rupees  12,15,671  7  9  14,10,178  14  9 

Khalsah  do.  2,07,429  5  9  2,40,618  0  o 

-  16,50,796  14  9 


Current  rupees  17,54,408  0  11 
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Balance  account  deposits 
Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 
Mayor’s  Court 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has  ceased 
by  public  advertisement 
New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent 
4  per  cent  remittance  loan 

Fort  William, 

the  53rd  March  1785. 


6,30,100  4  o 
1,20,161  13  9 


45,n7  o  8 

is  11 

8,56,840  o  o 

-  1,73,79,126  15  4 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 
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LETTER  DATED  28  APRIL  1785 

A  court  of  enquiry  to  investigate  the  loss  of  the  Hinchinbrooke — 
instructions  regarding  the  investment  of  1785/6 — Madras  permitted  to 
draw  five  lakhs  from  Calcutta. 

T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1.  Having  resolved  in  the  Political  Department  to  dispatch  the  Eliza 
snow  to  Bussorah  we  avail  ourselves  of  this  opportunity  of  communicating 
to  you  the  total  loss  of  the  Honourable  Company’s  ship  Hinchinbrooke , 
which  happened  on  the  head  of  the  Long  Sand,  near  the  Cockerlee  Buoy, 
on  the  10th  instant,  as  she  was  returning  to  Kedgeree  having  put  back 
from  stress  of  weather  before  the  pilot  had  left  her. 

2.  We  understand  that  the  ship  proved  leaky  in  her  upper  works, 
and  was  in  other  respects  unfit  to  proceed  to  sea,  but  cannot  at  present 
give  you  any  further  particulars  of  this  event  than  those  contained  in  the 
accompanying  papers,  untill  the  Court,  which  we  have  ordered  to  enquire 
into  the  loss  of  this  vessel,  shall  have  sent  in  their  proceedings.  We  have 
however  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  the  crew  and  passengers, 
except  two  or  three,  were  saved. 

3.  At  the  same  time  that  we  regret  the  loss  of  so  valuable  a  cargo 
which  amounted  to  current  rupees  7,84,270-0-0,  and  the  disappointment 
your  Honourable  Court  will  in  consequence  experience,  we  must  acquaint 
you  of  all  the  circumstances  relative  to  this  unfortunate  ship  previous 
to  her  dispatch,  and  of  our  motives  and  inducements  for  sending  her 


566 


LETTER  TO  COURT 


10.  We  advised  you  in  our  letter  of  the  53rd  ultimo,  of  which  we 
have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  you  copy  the  original  being  lost  in  the 
Hinchinbrooke,  that  we  were  obliged  in  order  to  enable  Captain  Max¬ 
well  to  proceed  to  sea  to  advance  him  current  rupees  twenty  seven  thousand 
which  he  claimed  on  the  terms  of  charterparty.  He  requested  at  the 
same  time  to  be  allowed  a  small  quantity  of  marine  stores,  which  we  also 
granted,  having  no  other  alternative  than  that  of  complying  with  his 
request  or  suffering  a  ship,  which  had  already  been  nearly  four  years  in 
India,  to  remain  another  season  and  thereby  deprived  us  of  the  great 
Dbjects  of  putting  a  stop  to  the  demurrage  of  the  Hinchinbrooke ,  and 
af  making  a  seasonable  remittance  to  the  Company.  Captain  Maxwell 
gave  his  bond  for  both  sums,  binding  himself  that  they  should  be  paid 
Dut  of  the  freight  which  would  be  due  to  the  ship,  and  as  the  owners 
have  no  doubt  insured  this  freight  you  will  have  a  claim  upon  them  for 
the  amount. 

11.  As  soon  as  we  receive  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  ordered  to 
enquire  into  the  loss  of  the  Hinchinbrooke  we  shall  transmit  it  to  you 
with  every  other  document  on  this  subject  necessary  for  your  information. 

12.  The  period  being  nearly  arrived  when  preparations  should  be 
nade  for  the  provision  of  the  ensuing  year’s  investment  we  took  into  our 
nost  serious  consideration  your  orders  thereon,  and  how  far  the  resources 
:>f  this  Government  would  enable  us  to  carry  those  orders  into  execution, 
and  have  resolved 

First,  that  the  sum  of  current  rupees  forty  five  lacs  (C.  Rs.  45,00,000) 
induding  the  three  lacs  advanced  on  the  16th  December  1784  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  for  saltpetre  be  allotted  for  the  provision  of  every 
part  of  the  Honourable  Company’s  investment  for  the  year  ending 
the  30th  April  1786. 

Secondly,  that  the  Board  of  Trade  be  requested  to  apportion,  and 
form  a  list  of  the  investment  to  be  provided  according  to  the  sum 
allotted  and  the  orders  of  the  Company,  proportionally  increasing  the 
quantity  of  goods  which  may  appear  to  be  most  advantageous,  and 
diminishing  those  by  which  the  Company  sustain  a  loss. 

Thirdly,  that  this  investment  be  provided  by  contract  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  commands  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors, 
contained  in  the  2nd  paragraph  of  their  letter  of  the  23rd  April. 

Fourthly,  that  as  soon  as  the  list  of  investment,  (to  be  formed 
according  to  the  2nd  resolution)  shall  be  approved  by  this  Board  the 
Board  of  Trade  do  advertize  in  the  public  papers,  and  at  all  the 
factories  and  aurungs  for  sealed  proposals  to  contract  for  the  invest¬ 
ment  of  178576,  which  proposals  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  according  to  the  orders  of  the  Company. 

And  we  have  requested  the  Board  of  Trade  to  adopt  such  measures 
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for  carrying  these  resolutions  into  immediate  execution  as  they  may  think 
necessary  and  effectual. 

13.  In  consequence  of  repeated  and  recent  representations  from  the 
Government  of  Fort  St.  George  for  further  supplies,  though  unaccom¬ 
panied  by  any  of  those  official  statements  of  their  resources  and  wants 
which  we  have  so  often  but  in  vain  required  from  that  Presidency,  we 
have  lately  empowered  them  to  draw  upon  us  to  the  amount  of  five  lacs 
of  rupees,  and  have  paid  for  a  quantity  of  grain  [for]  which  they  purchased 
certificates  upon  us. 

14.  We  have  likewise  assured  them  that  upon  transmitting  to  us 
accurate  statements  of  their  finances  and  wants  we  will  distribute  to  their 
their  full  proportion  of  the  surplus  resource  of  this  Government,  and  we 
have  it  now  in  contemplation  to  make  considerable  remittances  to  Bombay 
and  to  give  the  utmost  support  to  your  trade  in  China  as  you  will  be 
advised  more  fully  from  the  Secret  Department. 

The  state  of  the  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows: 

Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  74*965  6  9 

Khalsah  ...  ...  42,200  11  9 

Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 

Sicca  rupees  10,07,783  10  2  11,69,059  o  3 

Khalsah 

Sicca  rupees  94,749  *  0  1,09,908  *5  9 

Unsorted  treasure 
Khalsah 

from  Midnapore . . .  10,121 
Valued  at  10  per  cent  better  than  current  rupees 

Current  rupees  ...  14,07,237  4 

Balance  account  deposits  ...  4,68,411  6  1 

Do.  Accomptant  General  to  the 

Mayor’s  Court  ...  1,20,161  13  9 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has  ceased 
by  publick  advertisement  ...  45*117  0  8 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent  ...  1,57*28,836  11  2 

4  per  cent  remittance  loan  ...  8,56,840  o  o 

- *  15 


1,17,166  2 


12,78,938  o 


n>i33  1 


Fort  William, 

ofcfrh  Anril  i*78ft. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be  t 


39 

LETTER  DATED  i  AUGUST  1785 

Lord  Macartney’s  visit  to  Calcutta — Committee  of  Seamen  examine  the 
eastern  channel  of  the  Hooghly — Calcutta  Council  obliged  to  accede  to 
Board  of  Trade’s  recommendations  regarding  the- 1785]  6  investment — 
Barton’s  request  that  he  be  allowed  to  fill  in  Stuart’s  vacancy  at  the  Board 
of  Trade  during  the  latter’s  absence — death  of  Doctor  Koenig ,  the  botanist 
— repairs  of  the  Calcutta  Fort  draw-bridges  and  water  gateways — experi¬ 
ment  of  storing  grain  in  air-tight  golahs  proves  successful — measures  to 
lower  the  prices  of  necessities  of  life — utility  of  the  Calcutta-Chunar  road 
— compensation  paid  to  King’s  troops  for  loss  of  property  during  the  return 
voyage — commanders  of  ships  warned  against  receiving  deserters . 

GENERAL  DEPARTMENT 

T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honour¬ 
able  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East 
Indies. 


Honourable  Sirs, 


1.  Since  our  last  letter  from  this  Department  under  date  28th  April, 
of  which  we  enclose  a  duplicate,  we  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
dispatches  of  the  9th  and  10th  December  per  Fox>  together  with  duplicates 
thereof  by  His  Majesty’s  sloop  Cygnet. 

By  this  conveyance  we  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  our 
broken  sett  of  proceedings  in  the  Public  Department,  commencing  with 
the  first  consultation  in  February  and  concluding  with  our  proceedings 
of  the  56th  ultimo,  and  complete  indexes  thereof. 


3.  We  have  the  pleasure  of  acquainting  you  with  the  safe  arrival 

here,  on  the  21st  instant,  of  Lieutenant  General 
o  Consultation  Robert  Sloper,  and  of  his  having  taken  his  seat  at 

"1S  our  Board  on  that  day. 

4.  The  Honourable  Company’s  armed  ship  Swallow ,  under  the  com- 

Consultation  mand  of  Captain  Penny,  imported  here  with  dispatches 

3rd  June.  from  Bombay  on  the  3rd  June. 

5.  The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Macartney,  your  late  President  of 
Fort  St.  George,  having  visited  this  place  in  the  Greyhound  packet  we 

received  him  with  all  the  honors  due  to  his  rank  and 
uth^uly311011  his  late  station.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  expressed 

a  desire  of  proceeding  to  Europe  as  expeditiously  as 
possible,  and  requested  (if  it  was  not  attended  with  any  public  incon¬ 
venience)  that  we  would  appoint  your  ship  Swallow  for  his  conveyance. 
Not  knowing  of  any  particular  service  for  the  Swallow  we  readily  com¬ 
plied  with  His  Lordship’s  desire,  and  immediately  ordered  Captain  Penny 
to  prepare  for  sea. 


? 
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6.  The  next  day  we  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Penny  requesting 
:o  resign  his  command,  which  we  accepted,  and  turned  over  Captain 

Anderson  and  the  crew  of  the  Greyhound  to  the 
i8th°Tulyad°n  Swallow;  allotting  the  Greyhound  for  the  purpose  of 

conveying  the  officers  [of  the]  military  detachment 
and  the  crew  belonging  to  the  Bombay  Marine  to  their  establishment. 

7.  We  have  fixed  the  number  of  men  for  the  Swallow  according  to 

your  instructions  respecting  [ . ].  A  list  thereof 

Consultat^n  with  an  account  of  advances  made  for  the  outfit  of 

sotli  July.  .  *  ...  , 

the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  cause  thereof;  we  pro¬ 
packet. 

8.  In  our  dispatches  of  58th  April,  by  the  way  of  Bussorah,  you 
were  apprized  of  the  unfortunate  wreck  of  the  Hmchinbrooke,  and  that 

a  court  of  enquiry  had  been  ordered  to  assemble  for 
*oth  June.  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  cause  thereof;  we  pro¬ 

mised  to  communicate  to  you  the  report  of  that  court,  and  it  is  now 
forwarded  a  number  in  this  packet.  The  perusal  of  it  will  convince 
you  that  the  loss  is  to  be  attributed  principally  to  the  ignorance  or 
inattention  of  the  helmsman,  though  perhaps  a  general  deficiency  in 
the  number  both  of  officers  and  men  may  also  be  adduced  as  an  assistant 
cause.  The  pilot  who  had  charge  of  the  ship  has,  agreeably  to  established 
usage,  been  dismissed  your  service. 

9.  Having  received  reports  that  the  eastern  channel  of  this  river 
was  a  better  navigation  for  large  ships  than  the  old  one,  in  common  use, 

we  determined  to  avail  ourselves  of  its  advantage,  and§ 
Consultation  utli  accordingly  ordered  our  Master  Attendant  to  direct 
July‘  all  the  pilots  to  bring  up  the  Company’s  ships  (if  it 

could  be  done  without  risk)  to  Culpee,  instead  of  mooring  them,  as  was 
formerly  the  case,  at  Kedgeree. 

10.  But  our  Master  Attendant,  having  since  been  on  a  survey  of 
the  river,  has  recommended  a  place  still  nearer  Calcutta  as  possessing 

superior  advantages  to  either  Kedgeree  or  Culpee. 
Consultation  soth  This  induced  us  to  appoint  a  committee  of  the  most 
June-  experienced  seafaring  men  in  the  settlement  to  pro¬ 

ceed  down  the  river  and  examine  it.  Messieurs  Page  Keble  and  Joseph 
Pi-ice  accordingly  executed  this  service;  and  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to 
their  report,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Master  Attendant  which  we  enc  ose 
numberf  in  the  packet.  These  will  point  out  to  you,  as  they  have  done 
to  us,  the  great  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  situation  and  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  our  adopting,  without  hesitation,  the  plan  propos  y  t  e 
Master  Attendant.  We  shall  take  the  necessary  measures  for  carrying  it 
into  complete  effect,  and  we  rely  on  the  event  for  your  fullest  approbation. 

1 1 .  We  transmit  you,  a  number  in  the  packet,  a  proposal  which  has 
been  submitted  to  us  by  Mr.  Luard  for  the  establishment  of  regular 
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packets  for  the  conveyance  of  your  advices  via  Bussorah.  But  as  the 
carrying  this  plan  into  execution  would  be  [attended]  with  very  great 
expence  we  must,  previous  to  such  a  measure,  obtain  your  concurrence. 
We  cannot  however  conclude  this  paragraph  without  saying  that  we 
approve  of  Mr.  Luard’s  plan. 

15.  Having  taken  into  our  consideration,  in  the  most  comprehensive 
view,  the  present  state  of  your  affairs  in  India  together  with  the  relative 

exigencies  and  resources  of  the  different  Presidencies, 
Consultation  26th  according  to  the  accounts  which  we  have  received  of 

J  their  estimated  receipts  and  disbursements  in  the  course 

of  the  current  year,  and  having  taken  your  commands  for  our  guide  in 
apportioning  the  unappropriated  surplus  of  the  Bengal  revenues  to  the 
general  relief  of-  your  several  possessions  we  have  resolved  to  remit  between 
the  30th  April  1785  and  1st  May  1786: 


To  the  Presidency  of  Bombay 

35,00,000 

To  youi  Supracargoes  at  China 

55,50,000 

To  Fort  St.  George 

1 5,00,000 

To  Bencoolen 

...  ...  4;j)0,ooo 

And  to  St.  Helena 

¥ 

...  ...  5 5,000 

Making  in  all 

Rupees  77,55,000 

13.  In  consequence  of  the  urgent  solicitations  from  your  Supercargoes 

v  *  w  <  *  w 

at  Canton  for  supplies  from  this  place,  and  our  conviction  of  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  sending  as  large  an  amount  as  our  means  will 
Consultation  14th  admit  in  order  to  enable  them  to  load  all  your  ships, 

we  issued  an  advertisement  on  the  14th  April  inviting 
proposals  for  the  payment  of  money  in  China  in  the  course  of  the  present 
season.  This  advertisement  was  transmitted  to,  and  also  issued  at  the 
other  Presidencies,  but  we  are  sorry  to  inform  you  it  did  not  meet  with 
success. 


14.  On  the  arrival  of  your  orders  of  the  9th  and  10th  December  we 
resolved  to  make  a  second  attempt,  and  accordingly  renewed  our  advertise¬ 
ment.  Several  tenders  were  made,  but  none  appearing 
Condon  4th  likely  to  answer  the  purpose  of  an  immediate  or  indeed 

certain  remittance  we  did  not  think  it  adviseable  to 
accept  any  of  them,  the  terms  that  could  have  procured  the  wished  for 
relief  being  extremely  disadvantageous.  Thus  circumstanced  we  have  been 
obliged  to  relinquish  our  wishes  of  affording  your  Supracargoes  a  season¬ 
able  supply,  as  the  state  of  our  finances  and  the  advanced  season  will  not 
admit  of  our  dispatching  treasure,  the  only  certain  mode  of  effecting  it 
at  this  period,  we  have  however  desired  [them]  to  draw  upon  us  to  the 
extent  of  ten  or  fifteen  lacs  of  rupees,,  which  we  shall  consider  as  part  of 
:heir  supplies  for  the  season  of  1786/7.  And  we  have  engaged  that  such 
trills  shall  be  paid  in  preference  to  any  other  demands  on  our  treasury, 
t  being  our  most  anxious  wish  to  relieve  your  Honourable  Court  as  much 
is  possible  from  the  payment  of  drafts  upon  you  from  China. 
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15.  In  our  letter  of  the  53rd  April,  paragraphs  15  and  13,  we 

acquainted  you  with  our  resolutions  of  the  21st  of 
A  Consultation  21st  that  months  respecting  the  sum  to  be  allotted  for  the 
pn  *  investment  of  1785/6,  and  the  mode  of  providing  it 

which  we  had  resolved  on  in  conformity  to  your  express  commands. 


16.  These  resolutions  were,  in  a  letter  under  date  the  25th  April, 

communicated  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  with  a  desire 
Consultation  21st  that  t^y  would  adopt  such  measures  as  they  thought 

p  *  necessary  for  carrying  our  resolutions  into  immediate 

effect. 


17.  In  reply  to  our  letter  the  Board  of  Trade  represented  the  incon¬ 
veniences  that  would  follow,  were  your  orders  for  advertising  for  pro¬ 
posals  carried  into  execution  at  that  period,  that  it 
Consultation  16th  would  be  unjust  to  the  present  contractors  as  they 

had  only  four  months  before  received  their  advances 
for  the  investment  of  1784/5,,  that  they  were  very  much  alarmed  at  the 
idea  of  new  men  being  introduced  at  the  aurrengs  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
old  contractors,  and  apprehended  that  these  contractors  would,  with  their 
securities,  protest  against  such  a  measure,  and  that  the  whole  of  their 
engagements  must  hereby  be  rendered  very  precarious. 


18.  At  the  same  time  the  Board  of  Trade  proposed  that  the  sum 
which  we  had  allotted,  viz.,  forty  five  lacs  of  rupees,  should  not  be 

considered  as  a  supply  for  the  investment  of  1785/6 
Consultation  16th  as  an  “expedient  augmentation  to  the  investment 

a^‘  of  1784/5”.  By  which  means  the  desirable  end  of 

commencing  the  succeeding  investment  of  1786/7,  at  the  usual  period, 
would  be  effected:  and  they  urged.,  in  support  of  these  arguments,  the 
justice  which  would  be  thereby  done  to  the  present  contractors,  and  the 
certainty  of  insuring  tonnage  for  your  expected  ships. 

19.  Taking  into  our  most  mature  consideration  the  dangerous  con¬ 
sequences  that  we  had  so  much  reason  to  apprehend  from  the  representa¬ 
tions  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  confirmed  at  several  conferences  we  had 
with  their  President,  the  disappointment  which  your  Honourable  Court 
would  experience  by  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  contractors,  and  the 
great  losses  you  must  inevitably  suffer  by  a  want  of  cargoes  for  your 
expected  ships,  we  agreed  to  suspend  our  final  resolution  on  this  subject 
until  the  arrival  of  the  Fox  packet,  at  that  time  hourly  expected,  as  there 
might  be  new  instructions  from  your  Honourable  Court  on  this  head 

by  that  conveyance. 

so.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  dispatches  by  the  Fox  we  wrote 
to  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  reply  to  their  letter  recorded  in  the  consulta¬ 
tion  of  the  16th  May,  representing  that  we  did  not 
Consultation  20th  coincide  in  their  ideas  respecting  the  consequences 
June*  which  they  apprehended  from  a  literal  compliance  with 

your  commands.  As  in  our  judgement  the  old  contractors  were  the  most 
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likely  persons  to  give  in  proposals,  and  would  certainly  have  an  advantage 
over  all  others  from  local  knowledge,  and  from  possessing  an  experience 
and  influence  that  new  men  could  not  immediately  obtain,  and  conse¬ 
quently  would  be  able  to  provide  the  investment  on  more  reasonable 
terms. 


51.  We  observed  to  the  Board  of  Trade  that  these  arguments  were, 
in  our  opinion,  unanswerable,  and  justified  a  repetition  of  our  former 
resolutions  for  enforcing  your  commands;  and  that  had  we  been  only 
anxious  to  discharge  our  duty  the  line  for  our  proceedings  was  clear. 
We  wished  however  to  act  upon  a  more  liberal  principle  of  public  duty. 
We  felt  the  difficulties  to  which  the  Board  of  Trade  might  be  subject, 
and  were  not  only  desirous  of  averting  them  but  also  of  affording  every 
aid  in  our  power  to  promote  the  essential  interest  of  our  mutual 
employers. 

55.  But  before  we  departed  from  our  resolutions  of  the  55th  April 
we  were  desirous  of  ascertaining,  to  a  degree  of  certainty,  the  advantages 
which  would  result  to  the  Company  by  our  acceding,  even  in  partial 
degree,  to  the  wishes  of  the  Board  of  Trade  by  adopting  their  plan,  and 
therefore  requested  to  be  informed  whether  with  an  advance  of  thirty 
three  lacs  of  rupees  and  the  goods  of  former  investments,  not  at  present 
realized,  they  would  be  able  to  complete  the  loading  of  the  seven  ships 
which  we  expect  in  the  course  of  the  season,  so  that  they  might  all  be 
dispatched  for  England  before  the  close  of  February  next. 


53.  The  replies  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  our  letters  are  recorded 
in  the  consultations  noted  in  the  margin,  and  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you 

to  them.  It  will  appear  that  they  persisted  in  the 

andT^Sth^Tulv8  llth  same  sentiments  which  they  communicated  to  us  in 

September  and  October  last,  and  were  still  apprehen¬ 
sive  of  the  inconveniences  they  would  labor  under  by  the  adoption  of 
your  commands,  and  again  recommended  that  the  advances  should  be 
considered  as  an  augmentation  of  the  investment  of  1784/5,  and  that  we 
would  allow  the  contractors  to  keep  possession  of  the  aurungs  till  April 
1786. 


54.  You  have  already  been  advised  of  the  change  which  happened 
in  the  seasons  for  providing  the  investment,  owing  to  the  delay  in  issuing 
the  advances,  a  delay  which  could  not  be  avoided  in  the  late  situation 
of  our  resources.  By  this  it  appears  that  the  virtual  engagements 
which  existed  between  the  Board  of  Trade  and  their  contractors  did  not 
actually  commence  till  the  1st  November,  at  which  late  period  their  con¬ 
tracts  were  dated  and  were  to  exist  for  one  year  from  that  day.  We  had 
therefore  no  option  left  us  but  that  of  allowing  the  present  contractors 
to  have  an  exclusive  rigjit  to  the  possession  of  the  aurungs  until  the  full- 
fillment  of  their  contracts. 

55.  This  point  being  established  it  next  became  a  consideration 
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vhether  the  funds,  with  which  the  Board  of  Trade  had  been  furnished, 
vould  be  sufficient  to  afford  cargoes  for  the  seven  expected  ships. 


26.  They  stated  that  the  balance  of  the  subscription  investment  of 
1782/3,  the  balance  of  the  investment  of  1783/4  and  the  realization  of 
the  investment  of  1784/5  (including  indigo  and  saltpetre)  made  collec¬ 
tively  the  sum  of  rupees  seventy  six  lacs  ninety  two  thousand,  six  hundred 
and  thirty  eight.  This  amount  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  lacs  for  each  ship 
would  furnish  more  than  five  cargoes. 


27.  The  advanced  state  of  the  season  left  us  no  alternative  but  the 
risk  of  a  want  of  cargoes  for  some  of  your  expected  ships,  and  the  prospect 
of  a  general  confusion  in  the  Commercial  Department,  of  which  the 
contractors  would  certainly  avail  themselves  by  non-performance  of  their 
engagements,  and  which  if  it  did  not  create  an  inability  for  realizing  the 
outstanding  balances  would  afford  but  too  forcible  a  plea  against  their 
realization.  In  a  word  we  had  to  apprehend  a  total  disappointment  to 
your  Honourable  Court  in  your  expected  commercial  returns,  and  were 
consequently  compelled  from  necessity  to  accede  to  the  urgent  and  reiterat¬ 
ed  recommendations  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  We  therefore  resolved  to 
allot  the  sum  of  twenty  five  lacs  for  the  augmentation  which  they  pro¬ 
posed,  and  were  obliged  to  assent  to  their  recommendation  of  extending 
the  investment  of  1784/5  to  the  1st  May  1786. 


28.  An  order  on  our  treasury  was  accordingly  issued  in  favor  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  for  the  sum  of  rupees  twenty  five  lacs,  under  the  following 

express  conditions: 

1st  That  the  Board  of  Trade  do  engage  to  have  seven  compleat 
cargoes  ready  before  the  28th  of  February  next. 


2nd  That  the  goods  be  provided  as  near  as  possible  to  the  Com: 
nanv’s  list.  And  having  resolved  to  allot  the  sum  of  forty  five  lacs  for 
the  next  year’s  investment,  viz.,  1786/7  in  conformity  to  your  report  to 
the  Honourable  House  of  Commons,  we  as  a  third  condition  stipulated 
with  the  Board  of  Trade  that  they  would  advise  all  the  contractors  that 
your  orders  will  be  literally  obeyed  for  providing  the  investment  of 
1786/7  and  that  an  advertisement  will  be  issued  on  the  1st  of  November 
next,  for  sealed  proposals  to  be  received,  according  to  your  instructions 
on  or  before  the  1st  of  March  following;  we  trust  that  these  measures  will 

meet  your  entire  approbation. 

20  We  beg  leave  -to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  letters  from 
Mr.  Barton,  recorded  in  the  consultations  noted  in  the  margin,  on  the 
subject  of  his  right  to  a  seat  at  our  Board,  m  consequence  of  the  accid  n 
tal  absence  by  a  dangerous  illness,  of  the  Honourable  Mr  Stuart,  and  m 
virtue  of  the  ^  7th  clause  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  24*  of  His 
Present° Maiesty’s,  wherein  it  is  enacted  “that  in  case  of  death  or  absence 
by  reason  of  sickness,  or  otherwise  for  fourteen  days  the  Cbuna  s  ou 
be  reduced  to  two,  including  the  Governor  General  or  President  of  such 
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Council  the  person  who  shall  stand  senior  in  such  provisional  appoint¬ 
ment  as  is  thereinbefore  mentioned,  or  in  case  there  shall  be  no  such 
appointment  then  the  senior  civil  servant  of  the  said  Company  upon  the 
spot  shall  be  called  to  such  Council  etc.,  etc.”  The  Honourable  Mr.  Stuart 
was  present  at  Council  on  the  13th  May,  and  was  summoned  for  Monday 
the  16th  but  being  indisposed  did  not  attend.  Between  the  16th  and  31st 
several  meetings  of  the  Council  were  held  at  which  Mr.  Stuart,  though 
duly  summoned,  was  not  present.  And  we  should  have  passed  a  resolu¬ 
tion  as  a  matter  of  course  on  the  31st  May  to  call  in  the  senior  civil 
servant,  according  to  the  provision  of  the  Act,  if  Mr.  Stuart  had  not 
addressed  a  letter  to  our  Secretary  representing  that  however  anxious  he 
was  to  prevent  the  many  inconveniences  which  must  arise  to  some  of  the 
principal  departments  under  Government  from  his  being  absent  from 
Council  longer  than  the  time  specified  in  the  Act,  yet  he  feared  it  would 
be  impossible  for  him  to  attend  at  our  meeting  without  risquing  the 
danger  of  a  relapse,  but  at  the  same  time  thought  himself  sufficiently  well 
to  attend  to  the  common  currrent  business,  and  hoped  we  would  not 
deem  it  unreasonable  in  him  to  request  that  the  meeting  might  be  held 
at  his  house  as  had  been  the  practice  on  similar  occasions. 

30.  This  letter  was  circulated  on  its  receipt,  and  the  attendance  of 
the  Advocate  General  required  in  Council  on  the  following  day  at  our 
meeting.  The  Governor  General  reported  that  Mr.  Barton,  the  senior 
civil  servant  and  next  to*  Mr.  Stuart,  had  called  upon  him  and  informed 
him  that  he  understood  Mr.  Stuart’s  illness  would  prevent  him  from 
attending  Council,,  and  that  fourteen  days  having  elapsed  since  he  was 
last  able  to  attend  he  (Mr.  Barton)  expected  to  be  summoned  to  Council, 
agreeably  to  the  provision  of  the  27th  clause  of  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

31.  This  being  the  first  instance  in  which  a  difficulty  had  occurred, 
and  wishing  to  abide  not  only  by  the  spirit  but  the  letter  of  the  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  late  Act,  the  Governor  General  submitted  to  the  Board 
whether  in  the  present  case  we  should  not  take  the  opinion  of  the  Advo¬ 
cate  General  on  the  following  question,  viz.,  “whether  a  compliance  with 
the  request  contained  in  Mr.  Stuart’s  letter  can  be  considered  as  an 
infraction  or  evasion  of  the  late  Act  of  Parliament”. 

3 2-  This  question  was  accordingly  put  to  your  Advocate  General, 
but  as  he  thought  the  matter  referred  to  him  too  important  for  an  hasty 
and  unconsidered  opinion,  he  requested  a  short  time  for  deliberation, 
and  promised  to  send  to  our  Secretary  the  next  morning  his  sentiments 
upon  the  subject;  we  therefore  adjourned  until  the  opinion  of  the 
Advocate  General  should  be  received. 

33.  On  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  June  the  Advocate  General's 
opinion  was  received,  immediately  circulated  to  all  the  members  and 

returned  with  a  minute  from  Mr.  Stuart,  declaring 
Consultation  2nd  that  his  indisposition  was  by  no  means  such  as  to  pre- 

^une*  vent  his  attending  to  public  business.  On  the  con¬ 

trary  had  the  Board  thought  it  improper  to  comply  with  his  request  for 
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holding  a  council  at  his  house  he  had  determined  and  was  prepared  to 
meet  us  at  the  Council  House.  P  P 

34*  lu  the  consultation  noted  in  the  margin  the  letter  from  Mr. 

rvmcnifati*™  ^arton>  quoted  at  the  commencement  of  this  subject, 

June.  *s  recorded.  This  letter  although  dated  the  31st  May 

was  only  received  on  the  ist  June  and  circulated  on 

that  day. 


35.  After  considering  Mr.  Barton's  address  of  the  31st  May  and  after 
paying  every  attention  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Stuart,  of  the  same  date, 
and  his  minute  sent  in  circulation  in  consequence  of  the  Advocate  Gene¬ 
ral's  opinion  on  the  question  referred  to  him,  we  agreed  to  comply  with 
Mr.  Stuarts  request,  and  accordingly  adjourned  from  the  Council  Room 
to  hold  a  council  at  his  house. 

36.  Our  inducements  to  this  resolution  were  founded  on  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Stables,  that  he  thought  Mr.  Stuart  able  to  attend  to  public 
business,  having  sat  with  him  that  morning  for  above  half  an  hour,  and 
the  certainty  that  he  (Mr.  Stuart)  would  make  an  effort  to  come  to  the 
Council  House  which  might  be  attended  with  bad  consequences  by  a 
relapse  or  return  of  his  disorder. 

37.  Such  are  the  circumstances  attending  Mr.  Barton’s  claim.  The 
novelty  of  the  case  and  our  anxious  desire,  while  we  complied  with  the 
requisition  of  the  Statute,  to  pay  due  regard  also  to  the  respective  appli¬ 
cations  of  the  parties  interested  in  the  event  created  a  necessity  for  our 
resorting  to  legal  advice,  which  occasioned  a  short  but  unavoidable  delay 
in  our  decision. 

38.  We  trust  on  a  minute  investigation  of  all  the  correspondence  on 
this  subject  that  our  conduct  in  this  discussion  has  been  perfectly  regular, 
and  impartially  just  towards  Mr.  Barton,  we  submit  it  to  your  decision 
in  full  confidence  that  it  will  meet  your  approbation,  for  had  we  acted 
otherwise  than  we  did  we  should  have  acted  irregularly,  as  the  first 
Council  day  on  which  Mr.  Stuart  was  actually  absent  was  Monday,  the 
16th  May;  from  that  date  and  not  from  the  day  he  attended  in  Council 
the  period  of  his  absence  must  surely  be  calculated. 

39.  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Barton  we  send  you  complete  copies  of 
all  the  papers  and  proceedings,  upon  this  subject,  numbers  in  the  packet. 

40.  The  accompanying  additional  claims  from  Mr.  Barton  with  the 
Advocate  General’s  opinion  thereon  were  received  by  Messieurs  Stables 

and  Stuart  during  a  late  indisposition  of  the  Honour- 
Consultation  16th  Governor  General.  They  are  recorded  in 

Ju  y'  the  consultation  noted  in  the  margin,  and  go  numbers 

in  the  packet  for  your  information. 

41.  It  is  proper  in  this  place  to  inform  you  that  on  Monday  the  20th 
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June  we  met  in  this  Department.  From  that  period  to  the  beginning  of 
July  the  Governor  General  and  the  members  of  administration  were  so 
occupied  with  the  important  business  of  reform,  the  adjustment  of  new 
regulations  and  the  other  objects  of  the  present  dispatch  that  no  regular 
meeting  of  Council,  in  this  Department,  was  summoned  till  the  4th  of 
July,  on  which  day  the  Governor  General  was  seized  with  a  violent  fever 
that  confined  him  to  his  bed  till  the  15th  or  16th  of  the  same  month, 
but  in  the  intermediate  time,  viz.,  on  Sunday  the  10th  July  the  Governor 
General  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Stables,  requesting  that  he  and  Mr.  Stuart 
would  meet  in  Council  and  carry  on  the  public  business,  which  they 
accordingly  did.  The  Governor  General  having  recovered  from  this 
indisposition  presided  in  Council  on  the  18  th  July. 

42.  A  memorial  from  Mr.  James  Grant,  one  of  your  senior  merchants 
on  this  establishment,  goes  a  number  in  the  packet.  The  sufferings  of 
this  gentleman,  so  strongly  set  forth  in  his  memorial,  compel  us  to  recom¬ 
mend  his  case  to  your  particular  consideration,  that  he  may  receive  the 
reparation  he  solicits  in  being  restored  to  that  rank  of  which  he  has  been 
deprived. 


43.  Mr.  William  Atkinson  having  found  the  labors  of  his  office  as 

Deputy  Commissary  General  too  fatiguing  for  his 
Consultation  2nd  constitution  and  present  state  of  health  solicited  and 

obtained  our  permission  to  retire  upon  the  pension 
allotted  to  such  of  your  covenanted  servants  as  are  unemployed. 


44.  Mr.  Boddam  has  sent  in  a  remonstrance  against  his  removal  to 
the  Presidency  of  Bombay,  notified  in  the  42nd  paragraph  of  your  General 

Letter  of  9th  December  1784,  and  requested  our  per- 
20  June.  mission  to  continue  him  on  this  establishment  until 

your  further  pleasure  should  be  known.  We  have  therefore  allowed  him 
to  remain  in  Bengal  till  your  final  orders  on  this  subject  shall  be 
received. 


45.  We  are  sorry  to  acquaint  you  with  the  death  of  Mr.  James 

Hunter,  a  Surgeon  on  this  establishment.  He  has 
MarchSUltatl°n  been  succeeded  in  his  station  at  Dacca  by  Mr.  James 

Stark,  the  Senior  Surgeon,  of  a  considerable  number 
who  applied  for  this  appointment. 

ii 

46.  It  is  with  much  concern  we  also  report  to  you  the  decease  of 
Doctor  Koenig1  who  died  in  the  prosecution  of  his  botanical  researches 
at  Samuelcotah  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel.  We  apprehend  his  loss  is 
much  to  be  lamented  as  we  have  little  doubt,  if  he  had  lived,  that  his 
researches  would  have  been  crowned  with  extensive  and  useful  discoveries. 


47.  The  widow  of  Mr.  Harrison,  late  a  Surgeon  on  tfiis  establish¬ 
ment,  having  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  Pension  and  produced  proofs 

of  her  qualification  and  title  has  been  admitted  there¬ 
to,  and  this  allowance  will  be  paid  to  her  monthly 


sath  June. 
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by  the  Military  Paymaster  General  as  she  is  a  native  of  this  country  and, 
we  understand,  intends  to  remain  here. 


Consultation  21st 
March. 


48.  The  loss  of  our  dispatches,  by  the  Hinchinbrooke *  will  have 
retarded  your  receipt  of  several  memorials  from  the  assistant  surgeons 

who  were  dismissed  in  conformity  to  your  orders  of 
16th  March  1784.  Duplicates  are  conveyed  by  this 
packet.  We  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
paragraphs  of  our  letter  of  23rd  March  1785  respecting  them,  and  to  assure 
you,  in  addition  thereto,  that  we  feel  ourselves  exceedingly  interested  in 
their  behalf  from  the  earnest  solicitations  that  we  have  received  from  all 
ranks  of  officers  of  the  different  detachments  they  served  in,  and  the 
extreme  distress  to  which  your  orders  have  reduced  them. 


49.  In  consequence  of  several  representations  from  your  Chief  Engi¬ 
neer  of  the  decayed  and  dangerous  state  of  the  draw-bridges  before  the 

St.  Georges  Royal,  and  water  gateways  in  the  new  Fort 
Consultation  7th  authorized  him  to  make  the  necessary  repairs  to 

^arc^‘  them,  previously  receiving  his  estimate  of  the  expence 

which  would  be  incurred,  and  strictly  enjoining  him  not  to  exceed  it. 
This  mode  we  have  thought  proper  to  adopt  as  a  general  rule  whenever 
temporary  works  are  required,  and  are  convinced  of  the  advantage  it  will 
be  of  in  confining  charges  of  a  contingent  nature  to  specific  sums,  and 
all  within  our  knowledge  prior  to  their  commencement.  You  have 
already  been  informed  of  the  disposal  of  a  great  quantity  of  the  stores 
which  had  been  deposited  in  Fort  William  during  the  war,  excepting  the 
grain  in  the  new  golahs.  This  article  we  thought  proper  to  reserve 
till  lately  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  experiment  that  was  proposed 
as  the  principal  reason  for  its  being  laid  up;  and  we  are^  now  happy  to 
acquaint  you  that  when  the  golahs  were  opened  the  grain  deposited  in 
them  appeared  in  perfect  condition  and  sold  well.  A  small  quantity  is 
still  kept  for  further  trial,  though  we  can  have  no  doubt  that  rice  may 
be  preserved  many  years  when  the  air  is  not  suffered  to  get  to  it. 

51.  The  general  reduction  which  we  have  made  in  the  emoluments 
of  all  ranks  of  your  servants,  as  will  appear  by  our  proceedings  in  the 

Secret  Department  of  Inspection,  rendered  it  neces- 
Consultation  14th  sary  to  adopt  some  mode  of  lessening  the  high 
February.  price  of  almost  every  necessary  of  life  in  this  settle¬ 

ment.  The  best  means  of  effecting  this  end  we  conceived  to  be  by 
facilitating  the  approach  of  the  various  articles  of  consumption,  in  open¬ 
ing  or  improving  the  avenues  to  this  extensive  and  increasing  city.  ^  it 
that  object  solely  in  view  we  have  already  authorized  the  rupees  [repairs?] 
of  the  Baraset  Road.  The  expence  must  be  considered  trifling  when  the 
real  and  permanent  benefits  are  placed  in  the  opposite  scale.  e  a^e 
already  experienced  them  in  some  degree,  and  doubt  not  of  their  dai  y 

increase. 

K2.  Our  consultations  noted  in  the  margin  will  point  out  to  you 
Captain  Ranken’s  report  of  the  final  completion  of  the  new  road  from 
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Chunar  Ghur  to  Calcutta.  Though  the  general 
Consultations  mh  accounts  and  our  belief  of  the  advantages  attending 
January  and  snd  ^  ^  ^  strQngly  impressed  on  our  minds,  we 

did  not  consider  ourselves  sufficiently  entit  e  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  constructor  to  your  Honourable  Court,  in  order  to  o  tain  e 
compensation,  for  his  trouble  and  exertions,  which  this  Governmen  a 
promised  to  allow  him,  untill  experiments  had  been  made  both  m  respec 
to  the  speedy  conveyance  of  letters  and  the  easy  march  of  your  oops. 
We  have  now  however  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  the  tna  o  some 
months  has  fully  evinced  its  utility.  The  dawks  pass  with  greater  raPJ  1 7 
throughout  the  provinces,  at  a  reduced  rate,  and  your  troops  e  ect  eir 
marches  with  facility  and  without  any  impediment,  as  will  appear  y 
numbers  of  this  packet. 


53.  Under  these  circumstances  we  think  it  but  justice  due  to  Captain 
Ranken  to  recommend  his  claim  to  your  favourable  consideration,  and 
to  express  our  hopes  that  it  will  be  admitted.  We  have  positively  directed 
that  the  annual  expence  of  repairs  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  allowed 
in  your  letter,  under  date  12th  July  1782,  viz.,  16,000  rupees  or  40  rupees 
per  mille. 


54.  Since  the  close  of  our  dispatches  by  the  Hinchinbrooke  the  follow- 
ing  gentlemen,  belonging  to  your  military  establishment,  have  obtame 
our  permission  to  retire  either  wholly  or  for  a  certain  time  from  your 
service,  as  specified  against  their  respective  names,  the  prescribed  oat 
having  been  previously  taken. 

For  three  years  upon  full  pay  (but  no  allowances)  to  be 

received  in  Bengal 


Lieutenant  Firework[er]  George  Bie 
Lieutenant  Hiram  Cox 
Captain  Lieutenant  Sampson 

Without  pay  or  allowances 

Lieutenant  Baillie 
Lieutenant  Harvey 
Lieutenant  Vernon’ 

55.  Your  orders  respecting  the  character  and  conduct  of  all  your 
servants  who  may  return  to  Europe  we  have  conformed  to  (as  precise  y 
as  the  nature  of  the  cases  would  admit  of)  in  all  our  former  dispat  es. 
In  the  civil  line,  which  is  under  our  immediate  inspection,  we  are  a 
able  to  acquaint  you  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  your  servants,  u 
individuals  in  the  military  are  spread  over  all  parts  of  the  country,  an 
instances  very  often  occur  of  officers  not  appearing  at  the  Presx  ency 
during  the  residence  of  the  members  of  your  Government  we  are  m 
line  compelled  generally  to  refer  you  to  the  letters  from  your  Comman 
in  Chief  (through  whom  all  military  addresses  are  received)  for  his  0PXI}X 
and  recommendation,  unless  particular  instances  appear  from  long  servi 


Consultations 
4th  April. 
11th  do. 

20th  June. 

25th  April. 

27th  May. 
20th  June. 
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superior  rank  or  distinguished  merits  within  the  scope  of  our  o\ 
observation. 


Consultation  4th 
April. 


56.  The  pointed  interference  of  Major  General  Stibbert  and  our  ov 
knowledge  of  the  hardships,  length  of  service  and  real  merits  of  Maj 

Erskine  impelled  us,  in  a  late  instance,  to  deviate  frc 
the  strict  letter  of  your  orders  in  promoting  him,  th 
the  eldest  major  on  this  establishment,  to  the  rank 
lieutenant  colonel,  a  distinction  which  we  were  the  more  inclined  to  coni 
upon  him,  as  a  reservation  of  any  increase  of  pay  or  allowance  on  th 
account  was  positively  made  until  regular  succession  should  bring  hi 
within  the  established  number.  Our  proceedings,  noted  in  the  margi 
will  more  particularly  explain  this  point,  and  we  hope  satisfy  you 
the  propriety  of  conferring  this  favor  on  so  able  and  deserving  an  offia 

57*  We  beg  leave  to  refer  to  your  attentive  consideration  a  lett 
addressed  to  us  by  a  number  of  lieutenants  on  this  establishment,  w] 
were  appointed  cadets  in  the  year  1772,  the  only  remaining  officers  of  th 
length  of  service  who  have  not  yet  obtained  the  rank  of  captain.  M 
conceived  ourselves  restricted  by  your  orders  from  complying  with  t. 
prayer  of  their  address,  even  though  additional  allowances  were  n 
expected  until  they,  become  entitled  to  such  by  regular  promotion.  "V 
were,  however,  fully  sensible  of  the  hardship  and  singularity  of  the  ca 
and  promised  to  recommend  it,  as  we  now  do,  in  the  strongest  mann 
to  your  notice. 

58.  Lieutenants  Lucadox  and  Hunter  and  Ensign  Purefoy  who  w t 
proceeding  to  Europe  in  the  Hinchinbrooke ^  as  noticed  in  our  letter 

con,  H  t*  ^hat  ship>  havins lost  the  whole  o£  their  property 

April.  U  a  lons  2  the  unfortunate  accident  that  happened  to  the  ship 

20th  June.  the  entrance  of  the  river,  solicited  and^  obtained  th< 

reinstatement  to  your  service,  until  some  future  opportunity  should  ofl 

to  enable  them  to  avail  themselves  of  our  former  indulgence,  an  act 

humanity  which  we  are  confident  you  will  approve. 

59.  In  consequence  of  an  address  from  Captain  Church  who  co 
manded  the  King’s  troops,  which  were  returning  to  Europe  by  the  sar 

conveyance,  representing  the  extreme  distress  to  whi 
they  were  reduced  by  the  loss  of  all  their  proper 
and  being  convinced  of  their  sufferings  we  direct 
their  pay  and  allowances  to  recommence  from  t 
1st  of  April  last,  admitting  the  six  months  that  h 
been  advanced  for  the  passage  as  a  loss  to  be  sustained  by  Governmei 
An  application  for  some  further  compensation  was  afterwar  s  roug 
forward  which  we  thought  proper  to  reject. 

60.  In  our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  you  will  observe  a  rep 
sentation  from  Lieutenant  Thomas  (who  had  been  ordere  own  t  e  rr 
to  apprehend  deserters)  complaining  of  the  disinclination  o  ap  < 
Maxwell,  of  the  Hinchinbrooke ,  to  deliver  up  some  men  who  he  had  c 

•covered  on  board.  We  do  not  wish  to  add  to  the  m*1*1  e£.°  ,  ap.‘ 
Maxwell's  misfortunes  by  the  addition  of  your  displeasure  or  is  e  avi< 
upon  this  occasion,  but  we  have  exnerienced  the  same  conduct  so  of 
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that  we  are  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  your  laying  some  heavy  fine 
upon  such  commanders  of  your  ships  as  may  be  detected  in  receiving  any 
of  the  Company’s  soldiers  who  desert  to  them,  or  who  may  be  decoyed 
from  your  service,  and  of  your  issuing  the  most  positive  prohibitory 
orders  on  this  subject,  to  impress  them  with  the  firmest  conviction  that 
not  only  the  secreting  of  deserters  from  your  settlements  but  even  the 
connivance  at  their  escape  will  subject  them  to  the  severest  penalties. 
We  need  not  point  out  to  you  the  very  heavy  expence  to  which  you  are 
subjected  in  recruiting  your  European  strength  in  this  country,  the  conse¬ 
quent  value  of  every  individual  soldier  to  your  service  and  the  loss  which 
you  sustain  by  desertions  such  as  those  we  have  described. 


Consultation  2 1  st 
April. 


61.  We  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  Ensign  William  Gwynne 

Vaughan  has  been  dismissed  your  service  by  the  regular 
sentence  of  a  court  martial,  which  has  met  with  our 
approbation. 

65.  Mr.  Thomas  Martin,  Judge  Advocate  General,  having  furnished 

us  with  complete  copies  and  indices  of  all  the  court 
Consultation  nth  martial  proceedings  for  the  years  1780,  1781,  1785 
y*  and  1783  we  forward  them  in  the  book  packet  by 


this  dispatch. 

The  state  of  treasuries  this  day  is  as  follows,  viz.. 
Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  73, 7*3  6  4 

Khalsah  ...  ...  41,103  13  1 


Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury 

Sicca  rupees  10,05,199  14 

O 

11,66,031 

13 

11 

Khalsah  do.  84,179  18 

1 

97,648 

2 

3 

Mint 

Khalsah 

Sicca  rupees  7,190  5 

0 

00 

*•« 

00 

0 

12 

3 

Unsorted  treasure 

Khalsah 

from  Burdwan  4,086  1 

0 

Valued  at  10  per  cent  better  than 

current  rupees 

4*494 

10 

9 

Balance  account  deposits 

*  •  • 

9>l*>531 

14 

10 

Do.  Accountant  General  to 

the 

Mayor’s  Court 

»  •  * 

1,16,918 

3 

3 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt 

on 

which  the  interest  has  ceased 

by  public  advertisement 

•  *  • 

45.117 

0 

8 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent 

•  •  « 

1,57,28,836 

11 

2 

4  per  cent  remittance  loan 

•  •  • 

8,56,840 

0 

O 

1,14,817  3  5 


12,63,680  o  2 


1,76,60,243  13  11 


We  have  the  honor  to  he  etc. 


Fort  William, 

the  1st  of  August  1785. 
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Macartney’s  silence  regarding  the  Court’s  letter  of  10th  March  1785. 

T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

[1]  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  10th  March,  via  Bussorah. 

[2]  On  the  1st  instant  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  Fort  St.  George,  under 
the  same  date,  arrived  here,  was  read  in  Council  and  the  Honourable  the 
Governor  General  immediately  communicated  its  contents  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  Macartney. 

[3]  On  the  3rd  instant  the  letter  to  this  Government  being  arrived 
was  read  at  the  Board,  and  on  that  day  our  Secretary  communicated  an 
authenticated  copy  thereof  to  Lord  Macartney. 

[4]  His  Lordship  remained  silent  on  the  subject  until  the  13th 
instant  when  he  transmitted  to  us,  from  the  Swallow  at  Kedgeree,  the 
letter  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  This  letter  is  recorded  on  the  day 
of  its  receipt,  viz.,  the  19th  instant. 

[5]  We  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  you  our 
observation  on  this  event  the  present  dispatch  not  being  likely  to  arrive 
in  England  so  soon  as  a  sea  conveyance. 

Fort  William*  We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 

the  24th  August  1785. 
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LETTER  DATED  25  OCTOBER  1785 

A  copy  of  Captain  Forrest’s  charts  and  surveys  to  be  sent  to  the  Court 
— request  of  the  President  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  be 
allowed  a  five  per  cent  commission  on  the  produce  of  the  sales  in  England 
recommended— Calcutta  Government’s  observations  on  Lord  Macartney’s 
letter — an  appeal  from  Madras  for  payment  of  the  money  donated  during 
famine  in  that  Presidency— the  Directors  requested  to  obtain  a  security 
from  Parliament  against  any  prosecution  which  may  be  commenced  against 
the  Company  in  Indian  Courts  by  their  bond  creditors — Mr.  Bateman’s 
conduct  commended— reasons  for  making  a  provision  for  servants  wishing 
to  return  to  Europe  for  a  limited  period  on  account  of  ill-health  the 
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Surgeon  General's  complaint  against  irregular  supply  of  medicines  and 
surgical  instruments — gentlemen  of  family  not  to  be  recruited  as  cadets — 
King's  warrant  to  the  Company' s  Commander  in  Chief  for  holding  courts 
martial  in  the  East  Indies — leave  to  supernumerary  officers  to  be  granted 
without  the  oath  of  qualification — cantonments  at  Barrackpur  enlarged — 
Government's  contribution  to  the  Orphan  Fund — copies  of  Captain 
Kirkpatrick's  Hindustani  Grammar  and  Dictionary  purchased. 

PUBLIC  DEPARTMENT 


rp 

1  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourable 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies, 

Honourable  Sirs, 

i.  The  last  letters  which  we  had  the  honor  to  write  from  this  Depart¬ 
ment  were  under  date  the  ist  and  24th  of  August,  the  former  we  dispatched 
per  Swallow,  the  latter  via  Bussorah,  duplicates  whereof  we  beg  leave  to 
enclose. 


si.  In  these  letters  we  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commands  of 
the  gth  and  10th  December  1784  and  10th  March  1785.  We  have  since 
received  your  advices  of  the  57th  January  and  11th  April. 


3.  We  were  exceedingly  concerned  to  find  that  some  of  the  principal 
papers  respecting  the  military  accounts,  intended  to  have  been  trans¬ 
mitted  to  your  Honourable  Court  by  the  Swallow , 
Consultation  24th  were  not  prepared  at  the  close  of  that  ship's  dispatches; 

g  *  we  therefore  ordered  that  the  Fox  should  be  got 

ready,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  convey  these  papers  with  duplicates 
of  the  Swallow's  dispatches,  but  receiving  a  report  that  the  Fox  required 

great  repairs,  which  would  create  a  considerable 
Consultation  31st  delay  and  thereby  frustrate  our  intention,  we  resolved 

s  '  to  employ  on  this  service  the  Intelligence,  one  of  your 

vessel  of  this  establishment,  which  had  been  victualled  and  was  ready 
for  sea. 


4.  Mr.  Clifton,  Chief  Mate  of  the  Fox ,  being  strongly  recommended 

to  us  as  a  person  whose  abilities  are  well  known  to 

Se^t«nTb«rti<>n  ^  y°ur  Honourable  Court  we  appointed  him  to  the 
p  *  command  of  the  Intelligence ,  vacant  by  the  death  of 

Captain  Pennington. 

5.  Wishing  to  give  you  the  earliest  information  upon  the  subject  of 
your  commands,  just  received,  we  postponed  the  dispatch  of  the  Intelli¬ 
gence  on  purpose  to  acquaint  you,  by  her,  not  only  of  our  determination 
to  carry  your  orders  into  immediate  execution  but  to  inform  you  of  our 
progress  in  performing  so  important  a  part  of  our  duty,  the  particulars 
of  which,  together  with  a  reply  to  your  Separate  Letter  of  the  11th  of 
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6.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  all  your  Bengal  ships 
are  safe  arrived,  viz.. 


The  Francis  on  the 
Rodney 
King  George 
Dutton 
Montague  ... 
Deptford 

Dublin  at  Madras 


3rd  August 
9th  do. 

19th  do. 

27th  September 
3rd  October 
4th  do.  and 
on  the  20th  ultimo. 


the 


7.  The  Winterton,  Captain  Snow,  having  imported  at  Madras  at  a 
time  which  was  thought  too  late,  by  that  Presidency,  to  proceed  on  her 
destination  this  season  was  dispatched  for  Bengal,  and  arrived  here  on 
the  10th  ultimo. 


8.  We  mean  to  dispatch  these  ships  in  the  following  order: 

The  Francis  and  Rodney  on  the  21st  November 
King  George  and  Dutton  on  the  10th  December 
Montague  and  Deptford  on  the  10th  January  and  the 
Dublin  within  the  period  fixed  by  charterparty,  viz.,  10th  March. 


9.  The  President  and  Council  at  Fort  St.  George  applied  to  us  to 
order  Captain  Urmston  in  the  Francis  to  touch  there  home-ward  bound 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  such  bales  as  they  might  receive  from  the 
north-ward,  and  to  convey  their  dispatches  to  you;  in  this  measure  we 
readily  acquiesced,  and  accordingly  fixed  on  the  day  stipulated  by  charter- 
party  to  dispatch  her,  hoping  in  the  mean  time  to  ascertain  the  quantity 

of  tonnage  to  be  kept  vacant.  In  a  subsequent  letter 
SeCtembe*ti0n  *5th  fr°m  the  President  and  Council  of  Fort  St.  George, 

which  we  received  on  the  30th  August,  they  request 
that  Captain  Urmston  may  be  sent  away  in  time  to  arrive  there  by  the 
first  of  October;  we  accordingly  desired  the  Board  of  Trade  to  load  the 
ship  as  expeditiously  as  possible  and  directed  Captain  Urmston  to  prepare 
for  sea.  The  respective  answers  to  these  orders  will  point  out  to  you  the 
cause  of  their  not  being  carried  into  execution,  we  do  not  regret  that  it 
has  so  happened,  as  the  Francis  will  escape  all  the  dangers  of  the  breaking 
up  of  the  monsoon  to  which  she  must  have  been  exposed,  and  the  delay 
in  your  receipt  of  advices  from  that  Presidency  will  be  obviated  by  our 
ordering  the  Intelligence  to  call  there. 


10.  In  the  consultation  noted  in  the  margin  you  will  observe  the 
report  of  Captain  Thomas  Forrest1  of  his  last  voyage.  We  shall  transmit 

you  copy  of  his  charts  and  surveys  as  soon  as  they  are 
Consultation  24th  prepared,  and  now  have  the  pleasure  to  forward  a 
August.  ^  of  maps,  charts  and  surveys  in  the  possession  of 

our  Surveyor  General  that  your  Honourable  Court  may  point  out  such  as 
you  are  desirous  of  having  sent  to  Europe. 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  orders  of  11th  April  accompany- 
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ing  His  Majesty's  disallowance  of  the  Bye  Law,  which  had  passed  here  for 

the  registering  of  native  seamen  and  lascars,  we  had, 
AugustUltatl°n  3°th  conse<luence  oi  many  inconveniences  attending  it, 

recommended  its  repeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature,  and  we  are  happy  to  inform  you  that  their  acquiescence  in  the 
measure  had  anticipated  His  Majesty's  commands. 

12.  Our  letter  of  the  1st  of  August  apprized  you  that  we  had  appro¬ 
priated  the  sum  of  55  lacs  of  current  rupees  as  an  increase  to  the  invest¬ 
ment  of  the  season  1784/5,  and  that  an  order  for  this  sum  was  accordingly 
issued  on  our  treasury,  since  that  period  we  have  received  a  representation 
from  the  President  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  urging  the 
necessity  of  a  further  increase,  as  the  produce  of  that  sum,  even  admitting 
the  deliveries  of  goods  to  be  punctually  forthcoming  from  the  contractors, 
could  not  be  wholly  depended  upon  before  the  30th  April. 

13.  Taking  this  matter  into  our  most  serious  consideration  and  ever 
desirous  of  extending  your  investment  as  much  as  our  means  can  afford, 
as  well  to  effect  the  early  departure  of  your  ships  as  to  encrease  the 
Honourable  Company’s  resources  in  England,  we  come  to  the  resolution 
of  adding  eight  lacs  more  to  our  supplies,  making  the  encreased  amount 
allotted  for  the  investment  to  be  thirty  three  lacs  of  current  rupees.  By 
this  measure  we  trust  we  shall  be  enabled  to  occupy  all  your  Bengal 
tonnage  this  year,  and  that  you  will  receive  a  reasonable  increase  to  your 
remittance  from  India. 


14.  In  our  letter  of  the  15th  July  1782,  in  which  we  communicated 
the  substance  of  our  plan  for  the  provision  of  the  subscription  investment 

of  1785/3,  we  acquainted  you  in  the  following  terms, 
May  nSUltatl°n  10th  in  order  to  secure  to  the  Board  of  Trade  a  fair 

and  honorable  reward  for  their  faithful  and  undeviat¬ 
ing  services,  in  the  execution  of  the  branch  of  duty  assigned  them,  we 
had  stipulated,  as  far  as  it  was  in  our  power  to  do,  agreeably  to  an  article 
of  that  effect  in  the  plan  that  the  President  and  members  resident  in 
Calcutta  during  the  provision  of  that  investment  should,  with  your 
approbation,  be  allowed  a  commission  of  5  per  cent  on  the  produce  of 
the  sales  in  England  after  the  manner  in  which  you  gratify  your  supra- 
cargoes  at  Canton,  to  be  divided  in  the  proportions  of  their  respective 
salaries/’  And  accordingly  in  full  confidence  of  obtaining  your  acquies¬ 
cence  in  a  promise  which  appeared  to  us  so  equitable  a  recompence  for 
the  steady  and  devoted  attention  of  your  senior  servants  to  the  interest 
of  the  Company,  we  earnestly  requested  you  would  approve  of  our  inten¬ 
tion  and  allow  the  commission  to  them,  paying  the  amount  of  it  to  their 
respective  agents  in  England  in  the  proportions  before  mentioned. 

15.  Under  date  the  14th  October  1783  the  Board  of  Trade  also 
addressed  you,  prefering  a  request  to  be  allowed  the  same  commission 
upon  the  amount  of  the  succeeding  investment  of  1783/4. 

16.  Your  pleasure  in  consequence  having  hitherto  arrived,  at  the 
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instance  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  from  the  sense  we  entertain  of  their 
exertions  and  diligence,  which  have  been  manifested  in  the  success  of 
your  investment  under  the  unusual  difficulties  with  which  the  provision 
of  it  has  been  lately  attended,  we  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  our  recom¬ 
mendation  for  your  compliance  with  these  requests  as  far  as  the  Company’s 
affairs  will  admit  of,  and  we  solicit  the  communication  of  your  pleasure 
thereon  by  the  earliest  opportunity  after  your  receipt  of  this  address. 

J7-  ^  The  situation  of  your  senior  servants,  composing  the  Hoard  of 
T.  rade,  in  relation  to  the  inadequacy  of  their  allowances  to  support  the 
necessary  expences  attending  their  residence  at  the  Presidency  is  deserving 
your  most  particular  attention,  and  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  it,  as  we 
now  do,  to  you,  and  to  call  to  recollection  that  it  was  not  on  a  principle 
of  favor  to  the  Board  of  Trade  but  with  a  clear  view  of  the  ultimate 
interest  of  the  Company  that  we  resolved  on  these  recommendations,  we 
again  assure  you  that  we  are  confident  these  or  similar  allowances  will 
encourage  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  attend  to  the  provision 
of  your  investment  unencumbered  with  other  objects  and  essentially  for 
vour  interests. 

j 

18.  Having  informed  you  in  our  letter  of  the  24th  August,  via 
Bussorah,  that  we  should  take  an  early  opportunity  of  transmitting  our 
observations  upon  the  contents  of  a  letter  we  received,  in  duplicate,  from 
the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Macartney  on  his  departure  from  this  place, 
we  now  forward  His  Lordship’s  original  letter,  and  beg  your  attention  to 
the  following  resolutions  which,  after  the  most  mature  deliberation,  we 

came  to  on  the  9th  September,  viz.,  “the  Board  taking 

Septembe?tl0n  ^  *nto  consideration  the  letter  which  the  Right 

Honourable  Lord  Macartney  has  been  pleased  to 
address  to  them,  from  on  board  the  Swallow  packet,  on  the  13th  of  August 
in  reply  to  their  official  communication  to  His  Lordship,  on  the  3rd  of 
August,  of  the  letter  which  they  had  received  from  the  Honourable  the 
Court  of  Directors,  dated  the  10th  March  1785,  have  come  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolutions. 

1st  That  the  declaration  in  His  Lordship’s  letter  in  the  following 
words  T  have  many  reasons  which  I  flatter  myself  will  be  satisfactory  to 
the  Court  of  Directors  why  I  wish  at  present  to  decline  taking  upon  me 
this  Government’  contains  an  avoidance  and  rejection  for  the  present 
under  His  Lordship’s  hand  of  the  succession  to  the  Government  General 
of  Bengal  to  which  His  Lordship  considered  himself  nominated  and 
appointed  by  the  letter  from  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  10th  March 
1785. 

2nd  That  as  the  Board  have  not  been  informed  by  Lord  Macartney 
so  they  cannot  assign  any  certain  cause  why  His  Lordships  reasons  for 
quitting  India  should  be  now  stronger,  as  he  declares  them  to  be  in  his 
letter,  than  they  were  when  in  the  middle  of  June  last,  long  before  e 
arrival  of  the  late  letters  from  England  of  the  ^  10th  March,  and  ong 
before  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  General  Sloper  in  Bengal,  he  expresse 
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his  sentiments  to  Mr.  Macpherson  and  Mr.  Stables  and  informed  them 
that  even  in  case  an  appointment  of  him  to  the  Government  General 
should  be  sent  out  and  be  received  here  before  his  departure  (an  event 
however  notwithstanding  the  public  rumour)  which  he  thought  very 
improbable,  considering  the  recent  orders  from  home  to  the  Government 
of  Fort  St.  George,  it  was  his  intention  not  to  remain  in  India. 

3rd  That,  from  whatever  circumstances.  His  Lordship's  original 

reasons  for  quitting  India  had  acquired  on  the  late  occasion  a  greater 

force  or  influence  on  his  conduct,  still  as  those  circumstances  were  not 

explained  by  His  Lordship  to  the  Board  it  only  remained  with  them  to 

follow  the  line  which  they  have  observed. 

* 

4th  That  after  the  Board  had,  without  loss  of  time  and  officially, 
communicated  to  His  Lordship  the  Company's  letter  of  the  10th  of  March, 
and  after  the  private  knowledge  which  they  had  of  His  Lordship's  inten¬ 
tions  to  quit  India,  the  most  respectful  conduct  which  the  Board  could 
observe  towards  His  Lordship  was  to  wait  silently  for  his  final  determi¬ 
nation  after  he  had  maturely  considered  the  letter  from  the  Court  of 
Directors  of  the  10th  of  March,  nor  do  the  Board  imagine  that  their 
Honourable  employers  would  approve  of  any  unnecessary  discussion  of 
the  letter  of  the  10th  of  March  in  Council”. 

19.  It  is  proper  to  inform  you,  in  this  place,  that  Mr.  Stables  gave 
it  as  his  opinion  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  coming  to  any  resolutions 
upon  the  subject  of  Lord  Macartney’s  letter. 

so.  The  Ministers  and  Church  Wardens  at  Fort  St.  George  have 
repeatedly  applied  to  us  for  payment  of  the  sum  of  50,000  sicca  rupees, 

which  we  subscribed  during  the  height  of  the  war  for 
[...]  August.  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  distressed  inhabi- 

[...]  October  1782.  tants  that  Residency,  laboring  under  the  dreadful 

calamity  of  famine.  When  the  circumstances  of  the 
wretched  situation  of  these  people  were  first  made  known  to  us  and  repre¬ 
sented  in  a  light  requiring  instant  attention  we  felt  the  necessity  of 
contributing  as  much  as  possible  to  their  relief,  and  as  an  encouragement 
to  individuals  to  subscribe  the  sum  abovementioned  was  put  down  in  the 
Company's  name;  but  private  contributions  to  so  laudable  a  purpose 
shortly  exceeded  our  expectations,  these  being  remitted,  as  proper  oppor¬ 
tunities  offered,  by  our  Secretary  in  the  manner  desired  by  the  Minister  and 
Church  Wardens,  seemed  to  render  any  further  aid  on  our  part  unneces¬ 
sary,  besides  the  free  tonnage  which  we  gave  for  500  bags  of  rice  in  each 
of  your  ships  sent  there,  and  our  funds  were  so  exhausted  and  our 
exigencies  for  the  public  service  so  great  that  we  had  it  not  in  our  power, 
at  that  time,  to  make  such  an  extra  disbursement  for  what  appeared  only 

a  secondary  object.  The  distress  of  the  poor  at 
19th  April  1784.  Madras  afterwards  subsiding  it  was  not  till  the  24th 
7th  October  1782.  February  1784  that  the  Minister  and  Church  Wardens 

addressed  us,  requesting  that  the  subscription  on  the 
part  of  the  Company  should  be  paid.  Such  a  payment  not  appearing  there 
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so  immediately  pressing  as  the  fam[ine]  no  longer  existed,  we  left  this  point 

[  .]  October  1784.  ^or  ^uture  consideration.  The  Minister  and  Church 

Wardens  however  having  again  urged  the  matter,  and 
made  a  further  application  for  payment  in  small  bonds,  we  resolved  to 
submit  it  to  your  decision,  and  accordingly  acquainted  them  that  we 

f  1  ^cu>SrC1  1g^2*  s^ou^  refer  the  whole  to  your  consideration  which 
[.  .]  April  *  we  now  d°,  and  beg  to  be  honored  with  your  instruc¬ 
ts  •]  October  1784.  tions  thereon.  The  consultations  noted  in  the  margin 

contain  everything  that  has  passed  on  this  subject. 

21.  You  have  been  already  advised  of  the  extent  of  our  supplies  to 
the  other  Presidencies  for  this  year:  these  we  trust  you  will  deem  most 
ample  when  you  take  into  consideration  the  situation  of  our  resources 
and  the  accumulated  debt  of  this  Government.  Our  remittances  to  Fort 
St.  George  have  not  yet  been  so  extensive  as  we  could  wish,  as  the  period 
for  our  heavy  collection  is  not  arrived,  but  exclusive  of  having  accepted 
bills  to  the  amount  of  3,54,431-11-8  we  have  lately  remitted  in  specie,  the 
sum  of  current  rupees  2,00,000,  by  His  Majesty’s  sloop  Cygnet ,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Taylor  who  was  ordered  here  by  Commodore 
Hughes,  at  our  instance,  for  the  express  purpose  of  conveying  treasure  to 
Fort  St.  George. 

22.  By  the  14th  paragraph  of  our  letter  of  the  1st  August  you  will 
perceive  that  we  had  anticipated  the  orders  contained  in  the  58th  para¬ 
graph  of  your  General  Letter  of  the  11th  April  1785,  respecting  supplies 
for  your  China  investment.  We  now  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  we 
have  applied  to  Commodore  Hughes  to  return  His  Majesty’s  sloop 
Cygnet  from  Fort  St.  George  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  to  your  super¬ 
cargoes,  in  specie,  such  part  of  the  allotted  supply  for  this  year  as  our 
immediate  exigencies  will  admit.  The  state  of  our  treasury  and  the 
scarcity  of  money  in  circulation  prevent  the  appropriation  of  a  large 
amount,  but  we  have  no  doubt  that  even  a  small  sum  will  prove  a  season* 
able  relief  by  keeping  up  the  Honourable  Company’s  credit,  and  by 
impressing  the  most  favorable  ideas  on  the  minds  of  the  merchants,  who 
placing  the  present  effort  (at  this  advanced  season)  in  a  proper  light  will 
readily  give  way  to  the  expectation  of  larger  and  more  regular  supplies 
in  consequence  of  the  general  peace  and  tranquil  state  of  your  possessions 
all  over  India. 

23.  It  is  well  known  that  every  importation  of  specie  at  Canton  that 
is  consigned  to  your  supercargoes  is  magnified  by  the  native  merchants  and 
must  therefore  produce  a  powerful  effect  in  favor  of  your  credit  with  them. 

24.  As  soon  as  the  season  opens  for  sending  dispatches  to  Fort 
Marlborough  we  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  of  carrying  into  execution 
your  commands  of  the  11th  April  respecting  that  settlement,  we  have 
already  accepted  bills  drawn  by  the  Council  there,  since  the  30th  April 
last,  to  the  extent  of  Spanish  dollars  1,14,289  or  current  rupees  2,42,864-0-0. 

25.  The  President  and  Council  of  Bombay  have  already  received 
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for  drafts,  which  they  have  drawn  upon  us  Current  rupees  ...  7,00,000 

And  we  have  remitted  to  them  ...  ...  ...  1,23,000 


Making  in  all  current  rupees  ...  8,23,000 


26.  These  supplies,  the  arrears  due  to  your  army,  the  advances  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  for  your  investment  and  the  number  of  drafts  from 
Fort  St.  George,  which  yet  remain  undischarged  although  incurred  during 
the  war,  will  we  fear  be  greater  than  our  resources  can  answer,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  extensive  savings  in  your  establishment  which  we  had 
effected  previous  to  the  receipt  of  those  ordered  by  your  Honourable 
Court  in  your  letter  of  the  11th  April. 

27.  With  regard  to  the  Company’s  bond  debt  we  beg  leave  to 
observe,  in  reply  to  paragraphs  80th,  81st  and  82nd  of  the  General  Letter 
of  the  11th  April,  that  a  proposition  had  previously  been  suggested  by  the 
Governor  General,  approved  by  the  Board  and  recommended  to  your 
consideration  and  adoption  from  the  Secret  Department  under  date  the 
29th  April. 

28.  It  is  proper  we  should  here  inform  you  that  all  the  supplies 
which  this  Government  can  possibly  afford  for  the  relief  of  Bombay  are 
granted  to  that  Presidency,  but  the  application  of  them  is  left  to  their 
Government.  We  believe  the  system  at  that  Presidency  has  been,  from 
their  necessities,  to  grant  new  bonds  annually  including  the  interest  of 
the  year  to  the  bond  holders.  The  transfer  of  a  debt  accumulated  in  that 
manner  to  this  Presidency  would,  we  are  persuaded,  prejudice  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  credit  in  these  provinces  without  affording  any  essential  relief  to 
the  bond  holders  of  Bombay.  We  understand  that  the  most  pressing 
demands  of  the  Bombay  Presidency,  at  present,  are  for  the  liquidation  of 
their  military  arrears,  a  subject  which  requires  and  which  will  have  the 
first  attention  of  this  Government. 

29.  From  some  circumstances  lately  agitated  in  this  country  we 
think  it  necessary  to  recommend  it  to  you  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  a 
security  against  any  prosecutions  which  may  be  commenced  against  the 
Company,  in  the  courts  of  law  here,  by  their  bond  creditors  or  billJ 
holders.  For  though  we  place  every  confidence  in  the  good  disposition 
and  wisdom  of  the  present  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Justice,  and 
though  we  possess  the  means  of  proceeding  with  just  severity  against  any 
individual  who  might  attempt  to  prosecute  the  Company  for  debts  which 
could  not  be  discharged  but  in  a  general  and  equal  proportion,  yet  upon 
the  same  principles  that  the  Company  found  it  necessary  at  home  to  secure 
their  credit  against  bills  drawn  from  this  country  unauthorized  by  them, 
or  against  demands  for  the  payment  of  the  Company’s  bonded  debts  from 
India,  we  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to  obtain  legal  restrictions,  to 
a  certain  degree,  against  a  process  or  decree  in  the  Courts  of  Justice  in 
India  in  favor  of  bond  or  bill  creditors  who  might  attempt  to  obtain 
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partial  payment  of  their  debt  at  law,  and  at  times  when  the  Company's 
treasury  cannot  discharge  the  arrears  due  to  their  bond  and  bill  creditors. 


30.  You  will  readily  conceive  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  evil  to 
be  provided  against,  and  may  easily  inform  yourselves  of  the  remedy  to 
prevent  it  without  any  unnecessary  violation  or  obstruction  to  the  due 
course  of  private  or  public  justice. 

31.  Your  disapprobation  of  our  having  allowed  the  servants  of  the 
Company  appointed  to  reversionary  stations  in  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
draw  the  salaries  they  would  be  entitled  to  were  they  members  of  that 
Board  in  being  nominally  applied  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bateman  has  raised 
this  gentleman's  apprehensions  that  your  minds  may  still  retain  an 
impression  unfavorable  to  him  from  the  transaction  for  which,  in  your 
displeasure,  you  issued  your  commands  concerning  him  of  the  30th 

January  1785. 

32.  Under  these  circumstances  we  are  induced,  from  the  favorable 
opinion  we  have  of  Mr.  Bateman,  to  afford  him  our  good  officers  [offices] 
with  your  Honourable  Coyrt  towards  removing  this  impression,  and  m 
this  view  beg  leave  to  mention  the  following  circumstances  in  his  case 
as  deserving  your  consideration. 


33.  The  suspension  of  this  gentleman  (being  at  the  time  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trade)  took  place  in  1778  upon  the  grounds  of  an 
offence  in  1775,  from  which  time  until  the  year  1778  Mr.  Bateman  filled 
two  stations  of  responsibility  in  your  service,  the  Revenue  Chiefship  of 
Chittagong  and  Commercial  Chiefship  of  Luckipore,  and  acquitted 
himself  in  both  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  superiors.  His  attention  to 
your  investment  in  the  latter  station,  which  he  held  at  the  time  of  the 
arrival  of  your  orders  for  his  suspension,  is  described  in  the  address  to 
your  Honourable  Court  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  per  Osterly,  of  the 
28th  November  1778  with  much  commendation. 

94.  And  we  beg  leave  to  add  that  the  records  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  point  out  to  you  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Bateman,  since  his  re-ad- 
mission  to  that  Board,  as  unifomly  proper  and  meritorious  and 
consistent  with  his  duty  as  a  Company's  servant. 


ae  We  therefore  hope  that  his  suspension  from  your  service,  and 
tufetLt”  cogence  Vy  be  conjered  ne  a  euffident  »«on«r.en 
for  such  part  of  his  conduct  as  may  have  been  reprehensible,  and  b  g 

leave  to  unite  our  solicitation  with  the  instances  of  t^e  ^ard(^i^f 
that  vou  may  be  pleased  to  remove  the  bar  to  his  holding  a  Chiefship, 
and  restore  him  to  that  degree  of  confidence  and  favor  which  on  similar 

acltomS  .0  mend  to  the  gentleman 

<;  t«  thf»  j.th  naraeraph  of  our  letter  under  date  the  1st  ultimo, 
per  sLlL,  we  formed  y^udiat  Mr.  Boddam  had  sent  in  a  remonstrance 
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against  his  removal  from  Bengal  to  Bombay,  he  has 
again  addressed  us  on  this  subject.  And  we  have 
received  a  letter  from  the  Honourable  the  President 
and  Council  of  Bombay  respecting  it.  These  letters 
are  recorded  in  the  consultations  noted  in  the  margin, 
and  we  have  admitted  both  Mr.  Wilkinson  and  Mr.  Boddam  upon  this 
establishment,  until  your  pleasure  regarding  them  shall  be  known. 

37.  Messrs.  John  Stonehouse  and  R.  T.  Ives,  of  your  civil  servants, 
obtained  our  permission  to  proceed  to  sea  for  the  re-establishment  of 

their  health,  and  for  that  purpose  proceeded  to 
Consultations  30th  Bombay  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  as  they  did 

tender  and  3°th  Sep  not  recover  their  health  at  either  of  these  places  they 

requested  our  leave  to  go  to  England  upon  the 
allowance  granted  by  our  resolutions  of  the  27th  January  1785.  As 
certificates  of  the  actual  necessity  of  such  steps  were  before  us  we  readily 
acquiesced  in  their  wishes. 

38.  Mr.  John  Neave  has  also  obtained  our  leave  of  absence  for 
Consultation  9th  three  years,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  above  quoted, 

September.  and  embarks  for  England  on  the  Intelligence. 

39.  The  Board  of  Trade  having  allowed  Mr.  Henry  Taylor,  under 
their  Department,  to  proceed  to  sea,  upon  the  Cygnet  sloop  of  war,  for 
the  recovery  of  his  health  applied  to  us  to  grant  him  our  permission 
in  case  he  should  not  find  the  benefit  he  expected  on  this  side  [of]  the 
Gape  of  Good  Hope,  and  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  trying  his 
native  air,  to  proceed  to  England  on  leave  of  absence  for  three  years, 
with  the  half  pay  annexed  to  his  rank,  payable  here  according  to  our 
late  regulations.  We  agreed  to  grant  him  this  idulgence,  and  shall  duly 
notify  to  you  his  resignation  for  that  purpose  if  he  should  be  reduced 
to  such  necessity. 

40.  Considering  the  great  distress  and  embarrassments  of  your 
finances  at  home  and  abroad  you  will  probably,  at  first  sight, 
disapprove  of  the  provision  which,  on  the  27  th  January,  we  resolved  to 
make  for  those  servants  who,  from  ill  health  or  other  circumstances, 
wished  to  return  for  a  time  to  Europe,  but  if  you  will  please  to  consider 
that  one  of  the  great  sources  of  the  extraordinary  expence  of  this  Gov¬ 
ernment  has  arisen  from  the  number  of  supernumerary  servants  of  high 
rank,  who  neither  can  be  employed  or  provided  for  according  [to]  their 
pretensions  in  this  country,  you  will  soon  discover  that  the  departure 
of  every  servant  in  such  a  predicament  is  a  relief  to  this  Government, 
and  that  the  allowance  granted  to  them,  and  which  serves  as  an  induce¬ 
ment  for  their  return  to  Europe,  is  granted  upon  the  true  principles  of 
public  economy. 

41.  Formerly  when  your  servants  rose  to  the  ranks  of  junior  and 
senior  merchants,  and  when  your  civil  establishment  did  not  exceed 
too  or  uo  and  comparatively  but  few  of  them  of  high  rank,  offices 


Consultations 
20th  June, 
nth  July. 

15th  September. 
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suited  to  the  pretensions  of  all  your  servants  could  be  granted  them; 
at  present  your  civil  establishment  consists  of  260,  of  whom  150  are 
senior  and  junior  merchants  and  sixty  factors. 

42.  This  establishment  does  not  afford  employment  and  proper 
situations  to  so  great  a  number,  yet  you  will  please  to  remember  that 
the  resolution  against  sending  out  more  junior  servants  cannot,  for  a 
considerable  time,  relieve  your  establishment  in  the  higher  departments 
of  supernumerary  servants,  whose  expectations  of  a  proper  provision  must 
certainly  rise  with  the  period  of  their  service,  while  the  regulations  lately 
establishesd  by  law,  and  the  reforms  and  reductions  rendered  absolutely 
necessary  from  the  Company’s  distress  frustrate  their  expectations;  man) 
of  your  servants  standing  in  this  predicament  must  naturally  wish  to 
visit  their  native  country,  and  the  pension  allowed  them  during  their 
absence  is  but  a  small  sum  and  much  more  easily  defrayed  than  the 
expences  which  would  arise  from  their  staying  in  this  country,  and  which 
would  in  the  end  fall  in  some  shape  or  other  upon  these  provinces. 

43.  We  have  permitted  Sir  John  Day,  your  Advocate  General,  to 
return  to  Europe  for  the  re-establishment  of  his  health  and  for  the  adjust¬ 
ment  of  his  private  concerns,  his  application  included  a  request  to  be 

allowed  the  whole  or  part  of  his  salary  while  absent. 

Ct°mb  ratl°n  3°th  This  we  did  not  deem  ourselves  authorized  to  grant 
ep  em  er.  as  the  duties  of  Advocate  General  must  be  executed 

by  your  senior  law  officer  on  this  establishment,  who  is  certainly  entitled 
to  the  rewards  appertaining  to  that  station.  We  understand  Sir  John 
Day  means  to  take  his  passage  for  England  on  a  Danish  ship, 

44.  In  addition  to  our  former  recommendations  of  Sir  John  Day  we 
beg  leave  here  to  subjoin  our  sense  of  his  merits  and  services,  and 
our  full  approbation  of  his  conduct  upon  all  occasions  on  which  his  zeal 
and  abilities  could  be  exerted  in  favor  of  the  Company’s  interests. 

45.  Agreeably  to  the  52nd  clause  of  the  late  Act  of  Parliament  our 
several  collectors  etc.,  dispersed  through  these  provinces,  were  called  down 
to  the  Presidency  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  that 
statute.  We  are  concerned  to  inform  you  that  the  expence  incurred 
thereby  has  been  enormous,  nor  could  we  check  it.  In  this  place  we 
particularly  allude  to  the  attornie's  bills  for  the  expence  of  taking  the 
oaths  of  the  different  collectors  before  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court: 
these  bills  being  regularly  taxed  by  a  Master  in  Chancery,  whose  signa¬ 
ture,  we  understand,  in  every  instance  gives  sanction  to  charges  of  this 
nature.  We  forward  copies  of  the  bills  for  your  inspection  and  to  enable 
you  to  obtain  advice  upon  them,  if  you  agree  in  opinion  with  us  that  the 
exorbitancy  of  the  demand  requires  investigation  and  future  control. 

46.  Mr.  Bushby,  who  officiated  as  our  Secretary  in  the  late  Inspec¬ 
tion  Department,  being  furnished  with  the  27th  paragraph  of  your  letter 
of  9th  December  1784  respecting  the  non-transmission  of  the  proceedings 
in  that  Department  to  Your  Honourable  Court  since  the  year  i*j&o  has 
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addressed  a  letter  to  us,  copy  of  which  is  forwarded  a  number  in  this 
packet.  And  we  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  proceedings  alluded  to 
are  now  in  some  forwardness  under  the  management  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  late  Committee  of  Accounts,  and  shall  be  transmitted  by  one  of  your 
ships  of  this  season. 


47.  The  boxes  of  paper  for  certificates  and  bills  of  exchange,  which 
are  so  particularly  noticed  in  your  Secretary's  letter  of  27th  January  1785, 

are  delivered  on  their  arrival  to  our  Agent  for  Station- 
Consultation  30th  ary;  ancj[  yOUr  injunctions  have  been  notified  to  him 

and  to  our  Sub  Accountant,  the  officer  [who]  prepares 
the  bills.  We  doubt  not  but  your  precautions  will  have  the  desired  effect, 
and  hope  that  you  will  approve  of  our  having  authorized  the  certificates 
etc.,  to  be  printed  on  this  paper,  which  will  make  it  unnecessary  for  it  to 
pass  through  many  hands,  and  guard  against  accidents  in  copying. 

48.  Mr.  George  Gardner  having  applied  to  us  for  a  new  set  of  bills 
in  exchange  for  a  set  granted  him  on  the  18th  November  1783  in  favor 

of  Mr.  Robert  Brocklesly,  which  he  represents  have 
s  Ct°mb  rti0n  15th  keen  refused  acceptance  as  a  syllable  had  been  omitted 

in  his  name,  we  have  agreed  to  comply  with  his 
request,  on  security  being  given  that  payment  of  the  second  set  shall  not 
be  demanded,  in  case,  upon  a  reconsideration  of  the  circumstance,  you 
may  have  accepted  the  original  bills;  we  have  therefore  directed  the  error 
for  which  they  are  exchanged  to  be  specified  in  the  bills,  as  will  appear 
on  their  presentation. 


49.  The  Sub  Treasurer  having  applied  for  our  sanction  to  grant 
Mr.  Moubray  a  duplicate  certificate  for  current  rupees  5550,  the  original 
being  lost,  we  have  allowed  this  to  be  done  on  Mr.  Moubray’ s  giving 
security  to  indemnify  the  Honourable  Company  should  the  original  make 
its  appearance. 


50.  Our  Surgeon  General  having  furnished  us  with  a  report  of  the 
casualties  in  the  list  of  surgeons  on  this  establishment,  since  the  admission 

of  the  twenty  two  assistant  surgeons,  whom  your 
Consultation  34th  Honourable  Court  had  been  pleased  to  nominate  to 
s  *  fill  up  the  vacancies  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the 

assistant  surgeons  admitted  here  during  the  war,  we  found  the  list  of 
casualties  so  great  as  to  leave  us  an  opening  to  adopt  some  measure  for 
the  relief  of  the  removed  assistant  surgeons  in  the  spirit  of  your  orders, 
contained  in  the  12th  paragraph  of  your  letter  of  16th  March  1784. 

51.  W|ien  you  consider  the  very  distressing  predicament  to  which 
these  gentlemen  were  reduced,  the  patience  with  which  they  submitted 
to  your  orders  though  many  of  them  had  served  faithfully  and  ably  with 
your  armies  in  the  Carnatic  and  in  the  west  of  India,  that  they  relin¬ 
quished  former  views  in  life  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  your  employ, 
to  which  they  were  appointed  by  us  at  a  time  when  your  establishment  of 
surgeons  was  so  small  and  the  urgency  of  your  service  so  great  as  to 
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require  even  more  than  were  appointed,  and  that  your  own  orders  gave 
them  general  leave  to  remain  in  India  and  to  be  taken  back  into  the 
service  as  vacancies  arose,  we  are  convinced  you  will  approve  of  the 
measure  which  we  have  adopted. 

52.  We  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Surgeon  General  stating  the 
inconvenience  to  which  he  is  subject  from  your  not  complying  with  his 

indents  for  medicines  and  chirurgical  instruments 
Surgeons  [  *  •  •  ]  in  the  fullest  extent;  the  impossibility  of  return- 

mg  the  latter  to  be  repaired  in  Europe  is  clearly 
stated.  And  as  the  welfare  of  the  settlement  at  large  is  interested  in  this 
point  we  hope  that  our  recommendation  of  particular  attention  to  the 
regular  and  ample  supplies  of  these  articles  will  meet  with  your  favorable 
notice. 

53.  Our  proceedings  noted  in  the  margin  will  have  apprized  you  of 
our  having  allowed  Captain  Peter  Murray  who  had  long  officiated  as 

Adjutant  General,  under  General  Stibbert,  to  draw  the 
21st  June  1784*  allowances  attached  to  that  office  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote’s 
regulations  in  1779,  and  to  continue  to  execute  the  duties  appertaining  to 
it.  But  we  avoided  confirming  this  appointment  until  the  arrival  of  a 
new  Commander  in  Chief  of  India,  who  might  think  the  office  of  Adjutant 
General,  upon  this  establishment,  particularly  connected  with  his 
command. 

54.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  General  Sloper  Major  Gene¬ 
ral  Stibbert  addressed  a  letter  to  him,  strongly  recommending  the  confir¬ 
mation  of  Captain  Murray  in  the  office  of  Adjutant  General,  whom  he 
considered  as  an  officer  of  experience  and  qualifications,  peculiarly  adopted 
to  the  discharge  of  the  extensive  duties  of  that  appointment,  this  recom¬ 
mendation  your  Commander  in  Chief  was  pleased  to  approve  and  support, 
and  as  General  Stibbert  had,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  General  Sloper, 
repeatedly  solicited  our  confirmation  of  Captain  Murray  s  appointment  of 
Adjutant  General  we  readily  conceived  in  his  wishes. 

55.  In  the  subordinate  Presidencies  the  officer  holding  the  post  of 
Adjutant  General  possesses  a  commission  granting  him  the  nominal  rank 
or  appellation  of  lieutenant  colonel,  and  as  this  honorary  mark  of  distinc¬ 
tion  is  certainly  more  applicable  to  the  officer  who  officiates  immediately 
under  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  India  we  request  you  will  be  pleased 
to  empower  us  to  confer  a  brevet  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel,  for  the  time 
being,  upon  the  person  holding  the  office  of  Adjutant  General  under  this 

establishment. 

k6  We  beg  leave  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  a  letter,  from 
a  committee  of  officers,  addressed  to  the  Right  Honourable  Board  of 

Controul,  and  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  written 

Consultation  27th  to  Right  Honourable  Lord  North,  when  Secretary 
September.  of  State?  aiso  a  petition  to  your  Honourable  Court 

which  were  forwarded  by  the  Nerbudda  packet  in  i7&3* 
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57.  The  object  of  this  application  was  fully  discussed  and  recom¬ 
mended  with  much  earnestness  to  your  serious  attention  and  support  in 
our  letter  of  23rd  October  1783,  paragraph  191.  The  grievance  then 
complained  of  by  your  officers  appears  to  them  more  severe  from  its  con¬ 
tinuance,  and  their  anxiety  for  its  removal  becomes  daily  more  powerful, 
and  is  a  source  of  deep  uneasiness  to  your  army;  we  renew  our  recom¬ 
mendation  of  this  subject  to  your  most  serious  attention,  in  order  that  it 
may  be  adjusted  to  the  mutual  satisfaction,  and  produce  the  chearfull 
co-operation  of  the  officers  of  both  services,  which  in  fact  can  only  be 
considered  as  one,  the  service  of  Great  Britain  in  India. 

58.  In  the  lists  of  recruits,  brought  out  by  your  ships  of  this  season, 
we  observe  that  many  of  these  recruits  are  marked  in  the  return  as  gentle¬ 
men,  and  the  respectable  recommendations  which  some  of  them  have 
produced  leave  us  no  doubt  of  the  fact  though  we  feel  ourselves  infinitely 
embarrassed  at  it.  Independent  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  your  orders  are 
too  positive,  with  respect  to  the  appointment  of  cadets  in  India,  to  leave 
us  an  option,  nor  indeed  will  your  establishment  admit  of  an  increase*  of 
either  officers  or  cadets.  The  idea  of  gentlemen  of  family  and  education 
being  reduced  to  the  situation  of  serving  as  soldiers  in  this  country  is 
truly  mortifying.  If  they  have  been  inveighed  away  from  their  friends 
under  the  influence  of  plausible  representations,  and  thereby  induced  to 
embark  in  your  employ  unknowing  to  what  misery  they  were  destined, 
the  persons  who  are  employed  on  your  recruiting  service  and  who  deluded 
them  are  highly  reprehensible,  and  deserve  your  severest  censure. 

59.  After  a  due  consideration  of  these  circumstances  we  hope  that 
you  will,  in  future,  direct  the  persons  you  may  employ  in  procuring 
recruits  to  be  particularly  cautious  in  ascertaining  what  people  they  enlist 
for  your  service,  and  ever  avoid  the  admission  of  those  who  may  answer 
the  description  above  stated,  as  by  it,  independant  of  all  other  considera¬ 
tions,  your  European  force  is  not  benefitted  and  a  number  of  persons  are 
thrown  upon  this  settlement  who  must  in  some  shape  be  provided  for. 

60.  Your  Commander  in  Chief  having  produced  to  us  His  Majesty’s 
warrant  for  holding  and  assembling  courts  martial  in  the  East  Indies  we 
were  immediately  led  to  reconsider  the  resolutions  which  we  had  passed 
on  this  subject  on  the  57th  of  December  last,  and  which  we  had  communi 
cated  to  you,  in  the  most  pointed  terms,  in  the  22nd  and  23rd  paragraphs 
of  our  letter  under  date  17th  January  per  Valentine.  The  consideration 
that  the  new  Statute  had  not  invested  this  Government  with  special 
powers  or  deprived  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  those  which  his  predeces 
sors  enjoyed,  which  is  also  evinced  by  His  Majesty’s  warrant  since  granted 
had  its  due  weight  and  influence  with  us,  though  our  observations  above 
alluded  to  could  not  at  that  period  have  reached  you  yet  questions  of  2 
similar  nature,  which  must  have  arisen  during  your  consideration  of  the 
disputes  at  Fort  St.  George,  would  have  drawn  your  attention  as  well  aj 
that  of  the  Legislature  to  the  legal  military  powers  wished  for  by  this 
Government.  As  no  special  provision  was  made  for  those  powers  in  the 

Apt-  wp  wptp  indncpfL  for  the  nresent.  to  susnend  the  resolutions  we 
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had  formed  on  this  point,  and  agreed  unanimously  to  consider  it  legal 
for  Lieutenant  General  Sloper  to  exercise  the  power  of  ordering  approv¬ 
ing  or  disapproving  of  all  general  courts  martial,  while  any  of  His 
Majesty’s  troops  are  serving  under  his  command  in  Bengal;  we  accordingly 
directed  that  all  courts  martial,  then  sitting,  whose  proceedings  were  not 
actually  closed  should  be  forthwith  dissolved. 


61.  Major  Thomas  Adderly  has  been  dismissed  your  service  agreeably 
to  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial  approved  by  your  Commander  in  Chief. 

63.  In  order  to  encourage  the  supernumerary  officers  to  quit  the 
service  for  a  time,  and  thereby  to  relieve  your  establishment  from  the  heavy 
^  t  .  ,  expence  which  it  at  present  labours  under,  we  iudged 

August?  a  1<>n  19t  adviseable  to  revise  our  former  resolutions  with 

respect  to  officers  retiring  upon  their  pay,  and  have 
now  determined  instead  of  requiring  the  oath  of  qualification  from  all 
to  enforce  it  only  in  particular  instances  where  our  own  knowledge  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  party  may  make  it  necessary.  At  the  same  time  we 
have  thought  proper  to  limit  their  residence  in  Europe  to  two  years,  and 
to  allow  one  more  for  the  passage  to  and  from  England. 


63.  The  under-written  list  of  resignations  upon  furlough  will  evince 
the  success  of  this  plan,  and  we  trust  the  savings  it  has  produced  will 
procure  us  your  sanction  and  approbation,  viz.. 


31st  August 
Do.  do. 

27th  September 
Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

5th  August 


Retired  on  furlough  without  pay 

...  Major  William  McClary 
...  Captains  Thomas  Browne 

W.  N.  Cameron 
Charles  Jackson 
...  Lieutenant  John  Darby 
...  Captain  Lieutenant  John  Fox 


Retired  on  furlough 
54th  August 
31st  do. 

Do.  do. 

27th  September 
28th  July 
24th  August 
31st  do. 

27th  September 
Do.  do. 

10th  October 
Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

27th  September 
10th  October 
5th  August 
31st  do. 


on  full  pay  to  be  received  in  Bengal 
Captains  Thomas  Thompson 
Thomas  Gladwin 
Thomas  Edwards 
John  Powell 

...  Lieutenants  F.  Marsden 

E.  Cracroft 
C.  Crawford 
George  Mercer 
George  Foulis 
Phillip  Staunton 
T.  Wagstaffe 
M.  J.  Gilbert 
Ensign  Richard  Summer 
...  Surgeon  J.  Craigie 
...  Lieutenant  Pater  and 
...  Lieutenant  Fireworker  William  Jones 
have  resigned  the  service  altogether, 
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64.  We  transmit  an  address  to  Your  Honourable  Court  from  Major 
sust  Tanuarv  1*78*  Nicolls,  and  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  our  Board.  His 

original  application  for  restoration  to  his  proper 
rank,  founded  on  your  orders  of  March  1775  which  he  has  quoted,  and 
our  minutes  thereon  are  referred  to  in  the  margin. 

65.  We  were  extremely  concerned  that  we  did  not  deem  our 
authority  sufficient  to  restore  this  valuable  officer  to  the  rank  which  he 
claims.  As  we  cannot  but  feel  for  the  distress  of  his  situation  in  serving 
under  officers  whom  he  had  commanded  with  the  highest  credit  to  himself 
during  the  whole  war  with  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  his  conduct  in  which,  and 

particularly  at  the  battle  of  Buxar,  entitles  him  to 

General  Stibbert  every  mark  of  favor  from  you,  we  therefore  earnestly 
Colonel  Morgan  etc.,  beg  to  recommend  your  attention  to  his  solicitation 
to  Major  Nicolls.  as  we  are  Gf  opinion  that  he  would  be  an  acquisition 

to  your  service  in  the  high  rank  which,  from  his 
length  of  service,  he  is  entitled  to;  and  in  support  of  our  recommendation 
we  beg  leave  to  adduce  the  several  testimonials  which  have  been  given  of 
Major  Nicolls’  merit  by  his  superior  officers  as  noted  in  the  margin,  copies 
of  which  go  numbers  in  this  packet. 

66.  Having  found  it  necessary  to  enlarge  the  cantonments  at 
Barrackpore,  and  a  tender  of  a  bungaloe  and  200  begas  of  ground,  con¬ 
tiguous  to  that  station,  having  been  made  to  us  we  were  induced  co 
purchase  the  same  at  an  appraisement. 

67.  This  addition  to  the  cantonments  of  Barrackpore  will  add  much 
to  the  healthiness  of  the  station,  and  will  be  attended  with  other  conse¬ 
quences  beneficial  to  the  service  and  the  good  discipline  of  the  troops  as 
it  will  afford  the  Commander  in  Chief  an  occasional  residence  at  the 
cantonments. 


68.  The  usual  period  for  relieving  your  army  stations  being  very 
near  your  Commander  in  Chief  intimated  his  intention  of  issuing  the 
necessary  orders  provided  we  approved  the  measure,  knowing  as  we  do  the 
necessity  of  preventing,  as  much  as  possible,  the  large  continuance  of  your 
troops  in  any  particular  place  we  immediately  gave  our  consent;  and  to 
afford  every  assistance  in  our  power  for  carrying  this  measure  into  execu¬ 
tion  we  directed  all  advances  from  our  treasury  to  be  stopped  until  the 
army  arrears,  which  were  very  heavy,  should  be  materially  reduced. 


69.  The  contract  for  keeping  the  cantonments  of  Dinapore  and 
Berhampore  in  repair  expiring  on  the  1st  October  we  thought  proper  to 
,  a  oust  advertise  for  fresh  proposals  in  the  usual  mode,  agree- 

34  *  ably  to  the  letter  of  your  orders.  We  have  acceded 

to  the  lowest  that  were  offered  (security  for  the  due  performance  of 

On fwnitartAn  engagements  being  previously  taken),  and  we  are  happy 

October.  to  acquaint  you  that  the  business  will  be  executed  for 

the  next  three  years  at  the  reduced  rate  of  thirty  six 
thousand  sicca  rupees,  per  annum  by  Mr,  D.  J.  Cameron,  one  of  the  King’s 
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officers  formerly  of  the  98th  Regiment,  but  now  upon  half  pay. 

70.  We  have  already  communicated  to  you  the  foundation  of  a 
Society  for  the  Benefit  of  Orphans  and  the  principles  of  the  fund  for  their 

support  and  education.  In  the  infancy  of  this  estab- 

15th  ^September.  lishment  we  were  applied  to  for  our  patronage  and 

assistance;  the  undertaking  was  so  laudable  in  itself, 
and  the  advantages  which  the  Company  might  eventuallly  derive  from  it 
of  such  importance  to  their  interest  that  we  contributed  the  sum  of  sicca 
rupees  40,000  for  the  support  of  the  institution  on  the  part  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  the  managers  having  engaged  to  refund  the  same  if  you  shall  dis¬ 
approve  the  donation  within  three  years. 


71.  The  strong  and  pointed  recommendation  in  your  letter  of  57th 
January  last,  of  the  Hindostani  Grammar  and  Dictionary  which  Captain 

Kirkpatrick  is  compiling,  and  the  real  assistance  which 
Consultation  24th  this  work  must  afford  to  all  your  servants,  exclusive 

15th  September.  of  the  moderate  price  at  which  it  is  published  when 

compared  with  other  productions  of  this  country,  have 
induced  us  to  comply  with  Captain  Kirkpatrick's  request  to  subscribe  for 
500  copies  on  your  account,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  your  approbation 
will  entirely  sanction  this  measure. 

75.  The  Surveyor  General  having  been  directed,-  in  obedience  to  your 
orders  of  the  9th  December,  to  prepare  copies  of  all  charts,  maps  etc., 

upon  oiled  paper  to  be  transmitted  to  you  represented 
31st  August.  that  he  could  not  compleat  this  undertaking  unless 

his  former  establishment  for  draughtsmen  was  restored  to  him,  and  being 
called  upon  to  state  the  expence  he  rated  it  at  5,090  rupees  per  month 
for  15  months,  this  appeared  to  us  so  high  that  we  required  him  to 
report  the  lowest  expence  at  which  he  could  obey  your  commands  con¬ 
veyed  in  paragraph  19th  of  your  General  Letter  of  9th  December  1784*  and 

in  consequence  of  his  reply,  which  we  beg  your  atten- 
[ .  . .  ]  September.  tion  to  as  weq  as  to  our  preceding  correspondence 

with  Captain  Call  we  resolved  to  allow  him  4,000  rupees  to  compleat  the 
rough  draft  of  his  large  map  of  India,  which  we  understand  will  soon  be 
finished,  and  shall  immediately  be  sent  to  you. 

73.  On  the  1st  August,  an  application  from  the  executors  of  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Wilkinson  was  laid  before  us  for  the  admission  of  his  widow  to  the 

benefit  of  Lord  Clive's  Pension  Fund.  She  is  said  to 
1st  August.  be  in  very  indigent  circumstances  in  England,  and 

the  estate,  when  every  demand  thereon  is  liquidated,  is  represented  to  be 
short  of  1,000  rupees  we  therefore  beg  leave  to  intercede  in  favor  of  the 
widow,  and  to  recommend  her  case  to  your  humane  consideration. 


74.  The  state  of  the  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows: 
Ready  money 

General  Treasury  ...  89,534  5  8 
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Bills  receivable 

General  Treasury  ...  ...  15,84,433  10  9 

Current  rupees  i3*73>668  o 
Balance  account  deposits  ...  11,19,459  11  10 

Do.  Accountant  General  to 

the  Mayor’s  Court  ...  1,16,918  3  3 

Do.  of  the  old  bonded  debt 

on  which  the  interest 
has  ceased  by  public 
advertisement  ...  45,117  o  3 

New  bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent  ...  1,57,58,836  11  5 

4  per  cent  remittance  loan  ...  8,56,840  o  o 

1,78,67,141  10  11  [we] 

Fort  William,  We  have  the  honor  to  be  el 

the  55th  October  1785. 

42 

LETTER  DATED  31  DECEMBER  1785 

Committee  of  Accounts  abolised — rejection  of  Colonel  Watson's  ph 
for  conveying  supplies  to  Canton — Walsby,  Chief  Mate  of  the  Dutton,  n 
ponsible  for  the  disturbance  on  that  ship — reasons  for  deficiency  in  ti 
1785  investment — Board  of  Trade  holds  the  Calcutta  Council  partly  n 
ponsible  for  the  deficiency — the  translations  of  the  Ainai-Akbari  by  Gla 
win  and  of  the  Shahnama  by  Champion  recommended  for  the  Cour 
patronage — General  Stibbert's  resignation  accepted — Captain  Hely's  appe 
against  the  sentence  of  court  martial — Colonel  Macleod’s  services  on  ti 
Malabar  Coast  praised . 

T  O  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  for  Affairs  of  the  Honourab 

United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indi( 

* 

Honourable  Sirs, 

1.  By  the  Rodney ,  Captain  Wakeman,  we  have  the  honor  to  trai 
mit  you  quadruplicate  of  our  address  of  the  55th  October,  and  to  ackno 
ledge  the  receipt  of  your  commands  under  date  the  8th  July  per  Surpri: 

5.  The  packets,  by  this  vessel,  were  delivered  here  on  Sunday  t 

11th  instant,  and  we  read  in  Council  the  General  Let 

Consultation  15th  the  day  following,  when  the  necessary  orders  w< 
December.  : _ _ _ j  _ _ _ i__  __  -*n _ _ 
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3.  Before  we  send  you  a  compleat  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  8th 
July  we  must  receive  answers  to  many  references  which  we  were  necessarily 
compelled  to  make.  We  have,  however,  already  had  the  pleasure  to 
inform  you  of  the  abolition  of  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  and  that  the 
business  of  the  Board  of  Inspection  was  in  some  measure  divided  between 
the  Secret  and  General  Departments,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  our 
proceedings. 


4.  Your  directions  regarding  the  quick  and  dead  stock  of  this  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  the  other  Presidencies,  and  of  their  receipts  and  disburse¬ 
ments,  have,  in  a  great  degree,  been  anticipated;  and  we  shall,  by  a  future 
conveyance  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  you  the  Accountant  General’s 
remarks  on  the  mode  most  likely  to  carry  these  your  wishes  into  execution. 


5.  In  the  consultation  noted  in  the  margin  you  will  perceive  that 
we  have  had  in  contemplation  the  recovery  of  all  outstanding  balances 

and  debts  due  to  the  Honourable  Company.  The 
Genaal^Minute,  success  of  the  former  will  principally  depend  upon  the 

Consultation  4th  July,  exertions  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  have  been 

repeatedly  written  to  on  this  subject,  but  we  are  sorry 
to  observe  that  we  are  yet  without  the  account  of  their  balances  although 
we  have  so  pressingly  and  so  often  written  for  it.  With  respect  to  the 
latter  we  shall  carry  your  commands  into  execution  as  far  as  lays  [lies]  in 
our  power,  and  shall,  from  time  to  time,  inform  you  of  our  success. 


6.  Our  broken  set  of  proceedings  in  this  Department  for  the  complete 
months  of  October  and  November  with  indexes  are  sent  you  by  this  con¬ 
veyance,  and  we  shall  forward  those  for  December  per  King  George ,  which 
ship  is  nearly  ready  for  sea. 


7.  We  have  now  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  of  the  safe  arrival  of 
the  Dublin  in  this  river  on  the  30th  October,  that  the  Intelligence  quitted 
her  pilot  on  the  7th  ultimo,  and  the  Francis  on  the  16th  instant  on  her 
voyage  to  Fort  St.  George,  at  which  place  Captain  Urmstone  will  receive  a 
complete  cargoe  for  his  ship,  and  be  from  thence  finally  dispatched  for 
Europe.  The  invoices  of  saltpetre  and  Bengal  goods  ahiount  to  current 
rupees  7,25,790. 

8.  Several  of  the  commanders  of  the  Company’s  chartered  ships  have 
applied  to  us  to  be  reimbursed  the  amount  for  wine  and  necessaries 
supplied  [to]  the  recruits  on  the  voyage  out,  but  we  have  invariably  referred 
them  to  you  for  the  final  adjustment  of  their  demands. 

9.  The  different  passengers  that  arrived  here  from  Europe  this  season 
have,  as  usual,  been  summoned  before  us,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to 

our  proceedings;  and  we  have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
Consultation  21st  you  that  each  person  seemed  pleased  with  the  treat- 
ovem  r.  ment  he  received  during  the  voyage.  The  sums  speci¬ 

fied  in  our  consultations  will  acquaint  you  of  the  amount  paid  for 
passages,  but  as  the  evil  rests  in  the  voyage  home,  not  outward  bound,  we 
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would  submit  to  your  consideration  the  expediency  of  summoning  before 
you  the  passengers  who  may  arrive  in  England,  when  they  will  acquaint 
you  of  the  treatment  they  received  during  the  voyage  ahd  the  amount 
taken  for  their  passage  money,  by  which  you  will  know  the  exorbitant 
sums  paid  on  this  account. 


10.  From  the  President  and  Council  of  Bombay  and  from  Captain 
Walker  you  will  receive  an  account  of  the  voyage  to  Mocha,  which  we 
adopted  merely  to  employ  the  Camden  as  that  ship  would  otherwise  have 
been  laid  up  at  a  heavy  demurrage;  we  hope  the  success  of  the  adventure 
will  answer  our  expectations.  And  we  beg  leave  to  assure  you  we  shall 
obey  your  commands  in  not  sending  any  other  vessel  there  until  we  have 
your  express  directions  for  it. 


11.  In  the  13th  paragraph  of  our  letter  by  the  Swallow  we  informed 
you  of  the  sums  which  we  had  resolved  to  appropriate,  from  our  resources, 

for  the  use  of  the  other  Presidencies  this  season 
-»6thdfuh°nSUltati°n  amounting  in  all  to  current  rupees  77,35,000  and 

we  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  we  have 
already  accepted  bills  and  effected  remittances  in  specie  and  by  bills  to: 


Fort  St.  George 
Bombay 

Fort  Marlborough 


current  rupees 


17,80,031  10  5 
33,04,639  o  6 
2>7°>937  12  7 


Making  in  all  current  rupees  53,55,598  7  6 

* 

13.  Nor  have  we  been  unmindful  of  your  orders  respecting  the 
supplies  to  Canton,  having  issued  drafts  on  our  treasury  and  delivered 
opium  to  the  amount  of  current  rupees  8,51,333  in  favor  of  indivi¬ 
duals  who  have  engaged  to  pay  the  amount  thereof  into  the  treasury  at 
Canton  at  the  rate  of  41  new  Spanish  dollars  for  every  hundred  current 
rupees.  And  as  we  have  taken  security  for  the  due  performance  of 
engagement  under  a  penalty  we  have  no  doubt  but  this  remittance  will 
be  duly  effected. 


13.  In  the  consultation  noted  in  the  margin  there  is  a  long 

letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Henry  Watson  on  the 
Nwembe?ti0n  l6tl1  subject  of  our  supplies  to  Canton,  and  the  modes  he 

recommends  to  be  adopted  for  effecting  them.  His 
representation  seemed  calculated  to  prepare  us  for  a  plan  which  he  had  in 
contemplation  and  which  actually  made  its  appearance  three  days  after¬ 
wards. 


14.  In  this  plan  Colonel  Watson  was  joined  by  Captain  John  Tasker, 
the  commander  of  a  country  vessel;  its  avowed  object  was  to  pay  into  the 
Company’s  treasury  at  Canton  the  sum  of  £90,000.  Had  we  acceded  to 
their  wishes  we  must  first  have  sold  to  them  your  ship,  the  Sir  Edward 
Hughes ,  for  the  sum  of  one  lac  and  forty  thousand  current  rupees,  which 
is  not  half  her  prime  cost,  we  must  have  issued  to  Colonel  Watson  and 
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ptain  Tasker  to  the  amount  of  three  lacs  of  rupees  in  copper  at  a  rate 
.ow  its  present  real  value  in  Calcutta,  we  must  have  agreed  to  receive 
>ney  into  treasury  at  Canton  for  bills  on  you  to  the  amount  of  £45,000 
rling,  and  have  submitted  to  the  contingency  of  the  safe  arrival  of  four 
ps  in  China  for  the  payment  of  the  cost  of  the  Sir  Edward  Hughes  and 
i  amount  of  the  copper.  And  after  having  sold  the  ship  to  them  they 
pected  us  to  covenant  that  she  should  be  loaded  at  Canton  for  Europe, 
d  that  she  should  continue  as  a  regular  chartered  ship  in  your  service, 
upon  your  objecting  to  this  you  were  to  pay  to  them  the  sum  of  £14,000 
rling.  for  the  purchase  of  the  ship,  six.  months  after  her  arrival  in  the 
er  Thames. 

15.  These  proposals  appeared  to  us  so  evidently  disadvantageous  to 
i  Honourable  Company  that  we  did  not  hesitate  to  reject  them,  parti- 
Larly  as  we  had  previously  received  from  the  Honourable  the  Governor 
;neral  a  plan  of  a  voyage  for  the  Sir  Edward  Hughes  to  the  Malabar 
>ast,  Bombay  and  China,  and  had  actually  commenced  the  necessary 
range ments  for  carrying  it  into  execution.  We  are  sanguine  in  our 
pectation  that  the  Honourable  Company  will  not  only  by  this  means 
tain  a  remittance  of  more  than  three  lacs  of  rupees  to  China,  but  that 
cargoe  will  be  furnished  for  the  Sir  Edward  Hughes  for  England,  the 
dght  of  which  will  amply  defray  the  charges  that  have  hitherto  been 
curred  by  that  ship,  which,  should  she  not  be  wanted  at  Canton  to  carry 
ods  on  your  account  to  Europe,  will  in  the  event  of  war  or  the  estab- 
hment  of  any  settlement  to  the  eastward  answer  the  purposes  you  had 
iginally  in  view  when  you  ordered  her  to  be  built.  We  have  ordered 
:r  to  be  put  on  the  Bombay  establishment  at  the  lowest  possible  charge 

the  Company. 

16.  We  are  extremely  concerned  to  acquaint  you  of  the  loss  of  the 
ontague  which  happened  on  the  sixth  instant  by  fire,  as  will  appear  at 
rge  in  the  protest  of  Captain  Brittell  which  goes  a  number  in  this  packet. 

17.  In  our  letter  of  the  55th  of  October  we  informed  you  that  the 

Winterton,  a  ship  taken  up  for  Coast  and  China, 

vide  letter  from  arrived  here  on  the  10th  September  By  a  reference 
>rt  St.  George  of  to  the  register  of  arrivals  and  departures  at  tort  ot. 
e  29th  August,  George  it  appears  Captain  Snow  imported  there  on 

SfW  S  V*  August  .but  that  h.  — *  *• 

impossibility  of  being  able  to  put  the  ship  m  a  state 

>  proceed,  with  safety,  on  her  voyage  until  the  latter  end  of  that  month. 

18.  The  President  and  Council  taking  this  matter  into  consideration, 
ad  “having  received  the  opinions  of  some  persons  of  experience  who  had 
Eten  navigated  the  China  seas,  and  who  thought  it  would  be  scarcely 
ossible  for  the  W interton  to  effect  the  passages  were  she  to  sail  so  late 
n  all  August)  in  the  season,”  determined  to  dispatch  Captain  Snow  to 

engal. 

19.  By  this  measure  we  have  had  one  ship  more  to  load  than  we 
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*6.  Under  the  most  anxious  desire  to  afford  all  the  resources  in  the 
power  of  this  Government,  as  well  to  enable  you  to  discharge  bills  which 
will  soon  fall  due  as  to  avert  the  loss  that  must  necessarily  follow  the 
detention  of  any  of  your  ships  in  India,  we,  on  the  23rd  September, 
resolved  to  augment  our  supply  for  the  investment  to  the  sum  of  current 
rupees  thirty  three  lacs,  which  we  did  by  issuing  a  draft  on  our  treasury 
for  the  sum  of  eight  lacs  of  rupees. 


2  7.  According  to  the  statements 
furnished  us  by  the  Board  of  Trade 

the  amount  of 
Consultation  26th  their  outstanding 

balances,  which 
they  expected  to  realize,  and  the 
produce  of  our  advances  would  fur¬ 
nish  for  the  ships  of  this  season  an 
investment  amounting  to 
They  now  tell  us  that  there  will  be 
a  difficiency  [sic]  of 


1,09,92,638 


*0,00,000 


Which  reduces  it  to 
The  Francis  carried 
The  Rodney  has  on  board 


89,92,638 

7>*5>79° 

14,09, 400 

-  21,35,190 


This  leaves  only 


current  rupees 


68,57,448 


'  To  be  divided  on  the  King  George,  Dutton, 

Deptford,  Dublin  and  Winterton  which  gives 
little  more  than  thirteen  lacks  and  an  half 
for  each  ship. 

This  leaves  only  current  rupees  68,57,448 

28.  How  far  this  statement  taken  from  the  letters  of  the  Board  of 

Trade  will  correspond  with  your  expectations  from 
Consultation  26th  their  assurances  to  us,  we  must  leave  it  to  the  candor 
July'  of  your  Honourable  Court  to  determine. 


29.  Two  causes  are  assigned  by  the  Board  of  Trade  for  so  great  a 
deficiency,  in  their  receipts  of  goods,  as  twenty  lacs  of  rupees. 

First  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  David  Killican  who,  they  inform  us, 
was  the  duly  appointed  Agent  to  Mr.  Francis  Law,  the  Commercial  Chief 
of  Dacca  This  gentleman  was  under  engagements  to  furnish  the  Dacca 
investment;  and  advances  by  drafts  to  the  amount  of  three  lacs  of  rupees 
were  accordingly,  on  this  account,  issued  to  Mr.  Killican,  of  which  he  ha 
adjusted  sicca  rupees  one  lac,  with  the  treasury,  for  tuncaws  or  bills 
Dacca  in  favor  of  his  constituent  Mr.  Law.  Bills  were  also  prepared  for 
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39.  Sensible  as  we  are  of  the  merit  of  Mr.  Gladwins  labors,  the 
encouragement  that  is  due  to  every  undertaking  which  has  for  its  end  the 
promotion  and  extention  of  eastern  literature,  as  well  in  regard  to  the 
use  its  advancement  may  be  of  to  the  persons  employed  in  your  service  as 
the  knowledge  it  may  afford  to  the  European  quarter  of  the  globe,  we 
cannot  but  repeat  our  earnest  solicitation  that  your  Honourable  Court 
will  permit  us  to  confirm  the  subscription  for  150  sets,  which  we  formerly 
promised  to  take,  as  we  consider  our  former  recomendation  and  the  known 
liberality  which  your  Honourable  Court  have  ever  shewn  towards  the 
encouragement  of  works  of  this  nature  to  have  been  the  inducements 
which  led  Mr.  Gladwin  to  commence  so  arduous  a  work,  and  thereby 
subject  himself  to  a  great  expence  from  which  he  could  only  expect  to  be 
relieved  through  the  liberality  of  his  employers. 

40.  By  this  ship  we  transmit  you,  a  number  in  the  packet,  an  address 
from  Mr.  Joseph  Champion,  one  of  your  civil  servants,  on  a  translation 
of  the  first  part  of  Ferdosi’s  heroic  poem,  together  with  a  minute  of  the 
Honourable  Governor  General  on  the  subject,  and  we  hope  that  your 
patronage  will  enable  him  to  complete  this  arduous  undertaking.  We 
request  your  attention  to  the  Governor  General’s  minute  and  have  only 
to  add  that  we  are  happy  in  having  this  opportunity  of  recommending 
Mr.  Champion  to  your  notice. 


41.  Major  General  Stibbert  having,  for  the  reason  set  forth  in  his 
letter  of  the  24th  October,  requested  our  acceptance  of  his  resignation  of 

the  service  from  the  day  of  the  dispatch  of  the  Rodney 

Octoberltati°n  now  Procee^s  to  England  on  that  ship.  We  cannot  pass 

over  this  opportunity  of  testifying  our  sense  of  Gene¬ 
ral  Stibbert’s  merits  as  an  officer,  and  of  declaring  to  you  that  we  deem 
him  highly  deserving  of  your  acknowledgements  for  his  long  and  faithful 
services  in  the  important  station  of  your  Provincial  Commander  in  Chief. 
We  are  convinced  that  the  paragraph,  in  your  commands  of  the  11th 
April,  reducing  the  allowances  of  the  second  officer  of  this  military  estab¬ 
lishment  could  not  have  been  meant  as  any  mark  of  your  displeasure 
towards  Major  General  Stibbert;  on  the  contrary  we  are  persuaded  that 
considering  the  tenor  of  his  long  and  steady  service  you  will  be  happy  to 
bestow  upon  him  every  testimony  that  you  can  of  your  satisfaction  with 
his  conduct,  in  confirmation  of  our  recommendation  to  which  we  think 
him  fully  entitled. 


42.  We  have  permitted  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kyd,  whose  distinguished 
merits  are  fully  known  to  your  Honourable  Court,  to  return  to  Europe 
on  furlough  for  three  years,  his  full  pay  to  be  received  in  Bengal,  and  we 
beg  leave  to  recommend  this  officer,  to  your  particular  notice,  for  his  able 
and  faithful  services  to  the  East  India  Company.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Kyd  has  taken  his  passage  on  a  Danish  ship. 

43.  In  the  63rd  paragraph  of  letter  per  Intelligence  we  informed  you 
that  Major  William  Maclary,  Captains  Thomas  Brown,  W.  N.  Cameron, 
Charles  Jackson,  John  Fox  and  Lieutenant  John  Darby  had  retired  on 
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ough  without  pay,  but  they  have  claimed  the  indulgence  granted  to 
ir  officers  and  we  have  consented  to  it.  f 

44.  As  Major  Maclary  has  repeatedly  distinguished  himself  on 
lal  service  we  must,  in  this  place,  beg  leave  to  introduce  him  to  your 
ee  as  an  officer  of  great  merit  deserving  your  particular  attention. 

45.  Since  our  last  letter  the  following  officers  have  obtained  our  per¬ 
son  to  retire  on  furlough  for  three  years,  their  full  pay  to  be  received 
Bengal,  viz..  Majors  Henry  Hawkins,  Isaac  Eaton,  Robert  Dawes  and 
tes  Brown.  Captains  Samuel  Sears,  P.  Hunter,  C.  Rankin,  J.  McIntyre, 
Waugh,  Jabez  McKenzie,  V.  W.  Hussey,  Samuel  Black,  Hugh  McDer- 
:t,  George  Gooch,  Sol.  Earle,  Fredk.  Breton,  Andrew  Hearsey.  Lieuten- 
5  Charles  Wittit,  D.  Falvey,  James  Sinclair,  Fredrk.  Wilson,  E.  R.  Jack- 
,  James  Laird,  J.  Jackson,  B.  Ralph,  W.  Henderson,  G.  H.  Pyne,  J. 
lock,  J.  Bullwant,  R.  Gumming,  John  Hughes,  James  Ewart,  R.  Lle- 
lyn  to  travel  into  Arabia.  Ensigns  H.  Purefoy,  Joseph  Hetcher  and 
.  Howarth  Assistant  Surgeon. 

46.  By  this  ship  Colonel  James  Morgan,  who  has  served  you  long 
1  in  distinguished  situations,  has  taken  his  passage  to  Europe  after 
dng  resigned  your  service  on  the  10th  October  last. 

47.  In  our  Consultation  of  the  55th  October  you  will  observe  a  letter 
m  Captain  Hely,  late  of  this  establishment,  introduced  by  a  minute 
m  your  Commander  in  Chief.  Though  it  is  our  general  opinion  that 
fences  of  courts  martial  in  military  cases  are  as  definitive  as  the  verdict 
a  jury  composed  of  peers  in  civil  courts  we  could  not,  consistent  with 
s  case,  [sic]  particularly  when  your  Commander  in  Chief  had  pointedly 
dared  that  “the  sentence  was  of  a  severity  he  had  never  before  met  with, 
d  that  the  proof  of  Captain  Hely’s  inability  to  command  did  not  seem 
ficiently  deduced.” 

48.  We  accordingly  re-perused  the  proceedings,  and  being  impressed 
th  similar  sentiments,  but  yet  deeming  ourselves  incompetent  to  afford 
s  assistance  required,  we  resolved  to  point  out  to  your  early  and  serious 
:ention  the  hardship  under  which  he  has  long  labored  and  to  recom- 
md  such  relief  to  him  as  in  your  judgment  his  case  will  appear  to  merit. 

49.  For  your  more  immediate  information  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
the  court  martial  at  large,  which  was  forwarded  (no.  11)  in  the  book 

Lcket  per  Swallow. 

50.  The  Commander  in  Chief  having  proposed  to  order  His  Majesty’s 
»nd  Regiment  to  Dinapore  we  agreed  to  its  being  stationed  there. 

51.  Colonel  Macleod,  having  come  to  Bengal  for  the  purpose  of 
lining  his  regiment,  requested  that  we  would  give  orders  for  the  discharge 
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of  the  balance  of  his  account  of  expences  incurred  for  secret  services,  etc., 
during  the  time  he  commanded  your  army  to  the  southward  on  the  Mala¬ 
bar  coast.  Sensible  of  the  distinguished  services,  of  this  officer,  and 
convinced  of  the  justness  of  his  representations — the  distress  he  experienced 

in  raising  this  money  for  the  public  service — the 
November^1011  9th  necessity  which  induced  him  to  disburse  so  large  a 

a  sum  as  well  as  the  manner  in  which  it  was  applied, 
and  having  obtained  from  Colonel  Macleod  as  ample  and  satisfactory 
explanations  of  his  accounts  as  could  be  given  with  such  vouchers,  adduced 
by  officers  of  this  establishment  employed  on  distant  and  expensive  services, 
we  resolved  to  order  the  balance  due  to  him  to  be  paid;  and  accordingly 
issued  the  necessary  directions  for  that  purpose. 

52.  Colonel  Macleod’s  eminent  services  to  you  on  the  Carnatic  and 
(more  especially  on  the  Malabar  coast)  as  well  as  his  sufferings  are  fully 
known  to  you.  He  is  now  perfectly  recovered  of  his  wounds,  and  should 
he  remain  in  India  his  experience  and  abilities  will  be  of  real  use  to  the 
public  service  in  whatever  quarter  he  may  be  employed. 

53-  Major  Metcalfe  having  signified  his  intention  of  resigning  his 
office  of  Agent  for  Military  Stores,  and  the  Commander  in  Chief,  conceiv¬ 
ing  that  the  Board  would  expect  him  to  recommend  a  proper  person  to 
succeed  the  gentleman,  accordingly  recommended  Captain  John  Collins 
at  that  time  Aid  de  Gamp  to  Major  General  Stibbert  for  the  appointment, 
in  which  we  aquiesced. 

54.  To  the  minutes  that  passed  on  this  subject  we  must  beg 
leave  to  refer,  and  at  the  same  time  assure  you  that  we  have  not  been  un¬ 
mindful  of  your  orders  respecting  the  succession  of  Mr. 

December/1011  9th  William  Atkinson  although  we  could  not  enforce  them, 

as  the  consideration  that  the  certain  mode  of  obtaining 
the  proper  supply  of  military  stores  to  your  army,  and  the  judicious  dis¬ 
bursement  of  the  Honourable  Company’s  money,  induced  us  to  prefer  a 
person  whom  the  Commander  in  Chief  thought  particularly  qualified  for 
this  important  trust,  which  is  so  much  connected  with  [his]  department  as 
Commander  in  Chief.  Nor  will  it  be  of  any  detriment  to  Mr.  Atkinson 
as  we  have  resolved  to  appoint  him  to  the  first  vacant  office  for  which  wc 
may  deem  him  qualified. 

55.  The  state  of  the  treasury  this  day  is  as  follows: 

Ready  money  1,34,573  3  0 

Bills  receivable  sicca  rupees  5,00,000  ...  ...  5,80,000  o  o 

Current  rupees  7.04,573  3  o 

t  i1  "  ■ 

Balance  account  deposits  ...  9,82,482  10  11 

Do.  Accountant  General  to  the 

Mayor’s  Court  ...  1.16,918  3  3 
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of  the  old  bonded  debt  on 
which  the  interest  has  ceased 
by  public  advertisement  ... 
bonded  debt  at  8  per  cent 
cent  remittance  loan 


45,117  0  U 

1,57,28,836  !1  2 
8,56,840  0  0 


1,77,30,194  10  0 


William, 

1st  December  1785. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be  etc. 
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T  O  the  Honourable  Warren  Hastings  Esqr.,  Governor  General,  and 
Council. 


Honourable  Sir  and  Gentlemen, 


1.  In  consequence  of  applications  that  have  been  made  to  us  on  the 
subject  of  battcLj  or  loss  arising  from  advances  not  being  made  in  the  specific 
coins  locally  required  at  our  subordinate  stations  we  find  it  necessary  to 
call  your  attention  to  this  subject,  and  shall  premise  what  we  have  to  offer 
relative  to  it,  by  reciting  the  following  paragraph,  in  point,  from  the 
commands  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  dated  23rd  December 
^78. 

“When  the  Board  of  Trade  find  it  necessary  to  apply  for  Advances  of 

Money  in  Specific  Coins,  which  cannot  be  obtained; 
Paragraph  147  [s  our  pleasure,  that  the  Loss  of  Exchange  on  all 

such  occasions,  be  carried  to  the  Revenue  and  not  to  the  Commercial 
Department”. 

The  representations  that  have  been  made  to  us,  on  this  subject,  have 
been  numerous;  but  at  our  factories  of  Luckypore  and  Dacca  it  appears 
to  us  to  be  peculiarly  felt.  The  advances  issued  from  the  treasury, 
transported  through  a  country  infested  by  decoyts  after  a  very  dangerous 
navigation,  are  exchanged  at  Dacca  into  Arcot  rupees,  and  from  an  in¬ 
tolerable  collusion  kept  up  among  .the  shroffs  at  that  place,  this  is  of 
necessity  done  at  their  own  prices.  ^ 

2.  We  have  described  the  effects  of  this  inconvenience  locally,  at  the 
same  time  we  are  sensible  and  desire  to  inculcate,  that  it  demands  a  gene¬ 
ral  remedy.  What  that  remedy  shall  be,  the  loss  being  directed  by  the 
Court  of  Directors  to  be  charged  to  your  department,  we  submit  to  your 
determination,  but  it  would  appear  to  us  to  be  necessary  during  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  it,  either,  that  bills  be  granted  us  payable  in  the  current  coin 
of  that  station  to  the  service  of  which  their  contents  are  destined,  or  that 
our  agents  should  be  allowed  to  purchase  such  coins,  and  charge  the 
contingent  loss  to  the  debit  of  the  Company  in  their  accounts,  from  whence 
in  progression  it  may  be  ultimately  carried  to  that  of  the  Revenue  Depart¬ 
ment,  according  to  the  orders  of  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors. 


Fort  William, 

26th  September  1783* 


We  are, 

Honourable  Sir  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
P.  M.  Dacres/ William  Barton/Alex 
Van  Rixtel  John  Sumner/Henry 
Walter /Wm.  Rooke 
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T  O  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Honourable  United  East 
India  Company. 


Fort  William  3rd  November  1783. 

Honourable  Sirs, 

[1]  I  humbly  and  earnestly  solicit  your  favourable  attention  to  the 
enclosed  letter  addressed  to  me  for  the  purpose,  as  I  understand,  of  a 
reference  to  your  Honourable  Court,  from  Munney  Beegum,  the  principal 
widow  of  the  Nabob  Meer  Mohummud  Jaffer  Khawn,  and  once  the  direc¬ 
tress  of  his  household.  This  introduction  to  your  notice  I  have  fre¬ 
quently  promised  to  give  to  her  claims,  and  I  reluctantly  yield  to  the 
obligation  which  her  present  solicitation,  grounded  on  my  engagement, 
imposes  on  me  to  present  them  at  a  time,  which  on  many  accounts,  I  fear 
may  prove  unpropitious  to  them.  But  the  pressure  of  severe  necessity  will 
not  always  wait  the  delays  which  policy  may  recommend  for  the  better 
assurance  of  success,  and  many  years  of  her  life  have  elapsed  since  she 
first  looked  to  your  justice  and  benevolence  for  the  alleviation  of  her 
sufferings.  These  are  not  to  be  conceived  by  those  who  have  not  a  near 
acquaintance  with  the  modes  of  female  life  in  those  countries,  where  the 
religion  of  Mahomed  prevails;  and  among  women  of  the  most  elevated 
rank,  hers  is  of  that  estimation  in  these  provinces.  Her  education,  and 
the  confidence  of  her  deceased  husband  were  the  causes  of  her  being 
placed,  by  his  appointment,  in  the  charge  of  his  family.  How  she  was 
removed  from  it,  [her]  letter  mentions,  but  delicately  suppresses  the  indig¬ 
nities  which  attended  her  privation  of  authority.  You  Hon’ble  Sir,  will 
easily  turn  to  their  places  on  our  records,  and  will  remember  without  any 
reference  the  general  subject  of  them.  You  will  also  remember,  how 
unfortunately  for  her  ease,  interest  and  dignity,  I  made  her  the  instrument 
of  effecting  the  regulations  which  formed  the  substance  of  your  first  com¬ 
mands  to  me,  on  my  accession  to  the  office  of  President,  under  the  former 
and  ancient  system  of  your  Government;  I  hope  I  shall  not  transgress  the 
lines  of  humility  in  claiming  some  merit  with  your  Hon’ble  Court,  and  a 
return  yet  due  to  me,  for  the  scrupulous  and  studied  obedience  which  I 
paid  to  those  commands.  I  was,  by  private  letters  received  at  the  same 
time  with  them,  assured  that  it  was  suspected  generally  that  I  should  elude 
the  performance  of  them.  I  performed  them  most  literally,  and  drew 
upon  me,  by  it,  a  host  of  enemies,  supported  even  in  the  place  where  my 
fidelity  merited  a  more  generous  treatment.  She  too  became  the  victim 
of  your  policy  and  of  the  resentments  which  succeeded.  Something  too 
she  owed  of  the  source  of  her  misfortunes  to  the  belief  of  the  personal 
gratitude  which  she  might  entertain  for  the  public  attentions  which  I  had 
shewn  to  her,  yet  exposed  as  she  was  to  a  treatment  which  a  ruffian  would 
have  shuddered  at  committing,  and  which  no  recollection  of  past  enmities 
shall  impell  me  to  believe,  even  for  a  moment,  proceeded  from  any  com¬ 
mission  of  authority,  she  still  maintained  the  decorum  of  her  character, 
nor  even  then,  nor  before,  nor  since  that  period,  has  the  malice  of  calumny 
ever  dared  to  breathe  on  her  reputation. 
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[2]  Pardon,  Hon’ble  Sirs,  this  freedom  of  expostulation,  I  must  in 
honest  truth  repeat  that  your  commands  laid  the  first  foundation  of  her 
misfortunes-  To  your  equity  she  has  now  recourse  through  me  for  their 
alleviation,  that  she  may  pass  the  remainder  of  her  life  in  a  state  which 
may  at  least  efface  the  remembrance  of  the  years  of  her  affliction.  And 
to  your  humanity  she  and  an  unseen  multitude  of  the  most  helpless  of 
her  sex  cry  for  subsistence. 

[3]  It  is  proper  to  apprize  your  Hon’ble  Court  that  as  this  address 
is  written  without  the  knowledge  of  the  other  members  of  the  Council,  so 
neither  shall  I  make  any  communication  to  them  of  the  letter  which  it 
incloses.  I  am  now  the  only  remaining  member  of  your  Government  who 
was  formerly  a  party  in  the  dissensions  of  which  Munney  Beegum  was  the 
object,  and  perhaps  the  only  one  of  the  present  Board  who  have  any 
knowledge  either  of  her  pretensions,  or  if  she  has  any,  of  her  demerits. 
The  virtues  of  her  sex  are  such  as  in  their  nature  depress  their  possessors 
in  silence  and  obscurity,  and  some  years  have  passed  since  she  ceased  to 
be  an  object  of  notice.  Were  I  to  bring  her  claims  at  this  time  before 
the  Board,  whether  for  the  purpose  of  requiring  their  effective  sentiments 
upon  them  or  simply  for  official  information,  in  either  case  their  opinions 
if  opposite  to  mine  would  be  hostile  to  her,  and  become  the  seeds  of 
future  and  durable  prejudices  in  the  breasts  of  those  who  may  soon 
become  the  disposers  of  her  fate,  and  to  whom,,  if  they  succeed  to  the  full 
powers  of  my  office,  I  should  wish  to  bequeath  the  same  spirit  of  kindness 
which  I.  have  ever  felt  and  manifested  to  the  family  of  Jaffer  Ally  Cawn. 
On  this  occasion  it  will  better  become  me  to  commit  and  avow  an 
informality,  than  by  a  more  regular  conduct  to  involve  an  innocent  and 
deserving  person  in  the  hazard  of  future  evils. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
Hon’ble  Sirs, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  faithful  servant, 

Warren  Hastings. 

ENCLOSURE 


(Vide  Paragraph  1) 

TRANSLATION  of  ARZIE  from  the  NABOB  MUNNEY  BEGUM, 
Ae  WIDOW  of  the  NABOB  MEER  MOHUMMUD  JAFFIER  KHAWN 
to  the  GOVERNOR  GENERAL. 


The  usual  introduction. 

Mv  claims  on  the  Company  and  the  rulers  of  this  country  are  too  well 
knownYo  require  that  I  sLuld  here  enlarge  on  them.  The  attachment 
of  mv  husband  the  Nabob  Meer  Mohummud  Jaffier  Khawn  to  the 
Company,  the  services  which  he  rendered  them,  and  his  anxious  concern 
for  their  prosperity,  even  from  the  commencement  of  their  disputes  wi  h 
Cossim  Ally  Khawn  to  the  hour  of  his  death,  are  boundless,  and  such  as 
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hall  not  attempt  to  describe.  They  are  preserved  in  the  records  of  the 
mpany.  During  the  life  of  my  husband  Jaffier  Mohummud  Khawn, 
i  of  our  son  Nujim  ul  Dowla,  who  by  favor  of  the  Company  was, 
:ording  to  the  ancient  custom  of  the  country,  appointed  Nazim  of 
ngal  with  an  established  salary  of  fifty  three  lacks,  eighty  six  thousand, 
i  one  hundred  thirty  one  rupees,  I  was  the  mistress  of  the  family  and 
controuled  in  my  expences.  I  possessed  besides,  for  my  own  sole  and 
>arate  benefit,  the  management  of  several  Khass  Mahals  or  freehold 
tricts,  and  other  lands  of  great  value,  so  long  I  continued  exempt  from 
:ry  hardship  and  inconvenience.  Afterwards  Seif  ul  Dowla  suc- 
ded  to  the  Nizamut.  His  salary  was  first  settled  at  forty  one  lacks, 
hty  six  thousand  and  one  hundred  thirty  one  rupees,  but  was  soon 
erwards  reduced  to  rupees  thirty  two  lacks.  During  his  time  I  conti- 
ed  at  the  head  of  the  women,  relations  and  dependants  of  the  two 
:ea$ed  Nabobs,  and,  however  fallen,  continued  to  lead  my  life  in 
erable  ease.  I  comforted  myself  with  the  conviction  that  the  Honorable 
mpany,  in  due  attention  to  the  merits  of  Jaffer  Mohummud  Khawn, 
uld  never  be  negligent  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  his  family.  In  his 
t  hours  indeed  he  sent  for  me,  and  assured  me  that  his  merits  with  the 
mpany  were  so  well  established  and  acknowledged,  that  whilst  they 
mid  continue  the  rulers  of  this  country  they  would  be  the 
eful  guardians  of  his  honor  and  family.  And  after  both  his  decease 
1  that  of  Nujim  ul  Dowla,  Lord  Clive  came  to  my  house  and 
^e  me  similar  assurances.  He  told  me  that  though  nothing  could 
npensate  for  the  loss  of  the  two  deceased  Nabobs,  yet  that  while  the 
mpany’s  power  in  this  country  continued  it  should  be  extended  to  the 
e  and  preservation  of  the  honor  and  family  of  the  Nabob,  and  that  the 
itlemen  invested  with  the  Government  of  this  country  would  always 
end  to  me  and  consult  my  welfare  and  happiness.  So  far  his  assurances 
re  verified,  that  during  the  life  of  the  Nabob  Seif  ul  Dowla  neither  I 
r  the  women  of  the  deceased  Nabobs,  who  now  depended  on  me,  were 
ijected  to  any  great  inconveniences.  In  the  Bengal  year  1179,  when 
?  stipend  of  the  Nizamut  was  settled  at  sixteen  lacks  of  rupees  you 
ited  the  city.  Alarmed  by  so  great  a  deduction  of  the  salary,  I  laid 
'ore  you  the  circumstances  and  situation  of  our  family,  and  represented 
you  the  numbers  who  depended  on  me  for  subsistence.  As  you  were 
ly  and  intimately  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  our  house  you 
entively  considered  my  situation,  and  with  a  benignant  regard  to  my 
e  and  dignity  were  pleased  to  grant  me  a  salary  of  one  lack  forty 
>usand  rupees,  exclusive  of  the  sum  of  sixteen  lacks  which  had  been 
tied  as  the  stipend  of  the  Nizamut.  From  thence  I  was  enabled  with 
atever  difficulty  to  subsist  myself,  and  to  furnish  a  bare  support,  if 
:hing  more,  to  the  numerous  and  honorable  relations  of  the  two  deceased 
bobs.  In  the  Bengal  year  1182,  when  the  new  gentlemen  arrived  from 
gland,  great  contentions  arose  between  the  members  of  Council;  and 
the  consequences  of  these  were  unhappily  involved  many  of  the  natives 
this  country.  Though  no  offence  had  been  imputed  to  me,  yet  because, 
attention  to  the  desorts  (deserts)  of  Meer  Jaffier,  you  like  your  prede- 
sors  were  pleased  to  favor  me  with  your  protection,  the  new  gentlemen 
die  month  of  Jeit  1182,  annulled  my  salary;  so  considerable  a  deduction 
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from  what  was  before  only  a  hare  subsistance  reduced  us,  notwithstanding 
the  rights  which  we  possessed,  to  a  state  of  extreme  distress.  Unable  to 
provide  for  the  many  relations  and  dependants  who  looked  up  to  me  for 
support,  I  frequently  represented  my  afflictions  to  you.  You  comforted 
me  with  promises  of  assistance.  Relying  on  these,  and  never  doubting 
that  you  would  kindly  consider  my  wretched  situation,  I  have  by  borrow¬ 
ing,  and  by  the  sale  of  me  (my)  effects,  thus  long  contrived  to  subsist  myself 
and  support  my  relations  and  dependants.  But  the  accumulated  distresses 
which  I  suffer  from,  the  importunities  of  my  creditors,  and  the  difficulties 
under  which  I  labor  are  now  beyond  all  bounds.  I  have  not  the  means 
to  satisfy  the  one,  or  power  to  bear  the  other.  Affliction  seems  to  threaten 
a  period  to  my  days.  It  is  incumbent  upon  all  the  English  gentlemen 
but  above  all  upon  you,  who  on  the  part  of  the  King,  the  Company,  and 
the  English  nation  are  the  Governor  of  this  country,  and  the  distributer 
of  justice  to  all  who  demand  it,  to  consider  with  compassion  our  situation. 
If  you  will  not  attend  to  us,  who  will?  Who  besides  yourself  can  afford 
us  relief?  Consider  that  this  large  family  of  helpless  women  are  possessed 
of  honor,  and  (are)  the  relations  of  the  deceased  Nabob.  They  are  not 
servants  whom  I  can  dismiss.  If,  which  God  forbid,  I  should  not  be 
enabled  to  support  the  family,  and  they  should  be  obliged  to  separate, 
consider  the  disgrace  and  obloquy  which  will  be  proclaimed  by  such  an 
event  through  all  the  cities  of  Hindostan.  As  on  the  part  of  the  King  of 
'England,  and  the  Company  you  are  the  possessor  and  the  ruler  of  this 
country;  we  call  on  you  with  uplifted  hands  for  justice,  and  humbly  hope 
that,  in  due  consideration  of  our  manifold  claims,  and  in  attention  to  the 
honor  and  happiness  of  our  house,  which  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
in  Hindostan,  you  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  restore  to  me  the  yearly 
allowance  of  one  lack  forty  thousand  rupees  as  it  was  before  settled  on  me, 
that  so  I  may  free  myself  from  the  importunities  of  my  creditors,  and 
proportioning  my  mode  of  life  to  my  circumstances,  ma^  pass  the 
remainder  of  it  in  prayers  for  the  welfare  of  the  Company  etc. 


Ill 


T  O  His  Highness  the  Nabob  Wau  Lau  Jau  Ummer  U1  Hind  Omdhat 
U1  Mulk  Seraujee  U1  Dowla  Anner  Uldeen  Cawn  Bahauder 
Munsoor  Jung  Sepah  Saulaur,  Soubahdar  of  Arcot  and  the  Carnatic. 


Fii  in  our  letter  of  the  23rd  April  last  by  the  Cornwallis,  we  had 
the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Your  Highness’s  letters  to  that 
period,  we  have  since  received  another  letter  from  your  Highness,  date 

the  1st  February  1784. 

M  It  gives  us  the  most  sincere  concern  to  observe  that  ^under¬ 
standings  should  have  arisen  between  Your  Highness  and  our  Presiden 
Fort  St  GeSge  we  have  ever  esteemed  Lord  Macartney  as  a  person  of 
great  ^v„rth°and  honor,  and  so  very  high  doe,  in,  lordship  £„d  rnour 

opinion,  we  have  thought  it  proper  m  d  him  a  second  time, 

ment  to  renew  our  confidence  m  him  by  appoin  g 
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in  conjunction  with  Alexander  Davidson  and  James  Daniel  Esquires,  to 
the  management  of  our  affairs  of  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St.  George;  if  in 
any  particulars  Lord  Macartney’s  conduct  has  been  disagreeable  to  the 
feelings  of  Your  Highness,  we  are  persuaded  he  has  been  actuated  by  no 
sentiments  of  personal  disrespect  to  you  but  by  those  principles  of 
conscientious  duty,  which  he  conceived  himself  to  owe  to  his  Employers, 
and  superiors,  who,  alarmed  with  the  imminent  danger  to  which  the 
Carnatic  was  exposed,  thought  they  best  served  the  interest  of  Your  High¬ 
ness  and  their  own  by  taking  the  most  vigorous  and  effectual  measures  to 
realize  a  revenue  and  resources,  for  the  repelling  the  hostilities  which 
threatened  destruction  to  the  Carnatic. 

[3]  Our  concern,  at  the  terms  on  which  Your  Highness  has  express¬ 
ed  yourself  in  regard  to  Lord  Macartney,  does  not  arise  solely  from  the 
personal  esteem  we  entertain  for  his  Lordship,  but  considering  him  in  the 
light  of  the  representative  of  the  East  India  Company  in  the  Garnatick,  we 
are  grieved  that  our  old  and  faithful  ally  should  have  been  led  into  any 
mode  of  expression  incompatible  with  the  respect  due  to  the  publick 
situation,  which  Lord  Macartney  holds,  and  we  owe  it  to  the  preservation 
of  our  own  honor  and  consequence  among  the  powers  in  India,  to  express 
our  confident  expectations  that  Your  Highness  will  never  be  induced,  by 
any  influence  whatever,  to  use  a  language  in  your  correspondence  inconsis¬ 
tent  with  our  wishes  in  this  respect;  we  rely  with  the  utmost  confidence 
that  your  own  noble  mind  will  suggest  in  its  full  force  the  propriety  of  the 
representation  we  now  make,  and  if  any  of  our  servants  or  others  living 
under  our  protection  shall,  from  motives  of  self  interest  or  spirit  of  intrigue, 
be  the  instruments  of  conveying  to  Your  Highness  any  representation 
injurious  to  our  confidential  servants,  we  will  punish  such  persons  as 
incendaries  [incendiaries],  and  treat  them  as  enemies  to  your  Government 
and  ours. 

[4]  It  is  the  privilege  of  friendship  to  speak  plainly  and  openly,  under 
that  sacred  name  we  beseech  Your  Highness  to  be  deeply  impressed  with 
the  conviction,  that  no  benefit  or  additional  security  arises  to  the  affairs 
of  Your  Highness,  as  connected  with  those  of  the  British  nation  in  India, 
from  the  aid  of  any  individuals  who  may  officiously  endeavor  to  convince 
Your  Highness  that  any  representations,  except  through  the  medium  of 
our  true  and  legal  representatives,  will  have  any  effect  or  operation  in  this 
country  through  them,  you  may  rest  assured  that  every  representation  from 
Your  Highness  will  be  faithfully  transmitted,  and,  when  received,  candidly 
and  impartially  considered  by  your  old  friends  and  allies,  the  East  India 
Company. 

[5]  These  are  our  own  genuine  sentiments,  and  we  have  the  satis¬ 
faction  to  inform  you  that,  from  a  desire  of  preserving  inviolate  the  rights 
of  all  the  powers  in  India,  with  whom  we  are  connected,  an  act  of  the 
British  legislature  has  lately  passed  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  that 
principle,  a  court  of  judicature  has  been  established  for  the  punishment 
of  delinquents  in  India,  and  no  species  of  delinquency  will  be  more 
severely  punished  than  any  attempts  to  violate  or  encroach  upon  any  of 
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the  established  and  stipulated  rights  of  our  friends  and  allies,  a  description 
applicable  to  none  more  strong!)  than  to  our  old  and  faithful  ally,  the 
Nabob  of  the  Carnatic. 

[6]  Not  only  has  a  court  of  judicature  been  established,  but  a  Board 
of  Control  has  been  appointed  by  His  Majesty,  under  the  authority  of  the 
same  Act  of  Parliament,  by  which  appointment  all  our  transactions 
become  immediately  connected  with  the  executive  authority  and  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  British  nation,  and  this,  and  every  other  communication  we 
shall  henceforward  hold  writh  Your  Highness,  will  be  with  the  knowledge 
and  concurrence  of  this  Board  of  Control. 

[7]  We  speak  the  joint  sentiments  of  them  and  ourselves,  not  only 
therefore  our  honor,  but  the  faith  of  the  British  nation  is  pledged  to 
preserve  inviolate,  every  stipulation  or  agreement  which  shall  take  place 
between  us.  The  same  solemn  act  of  Parliament  has  made  a  provision 
for  settling,  upon  a  permanent  foundation,  the  present  indeterminate 
rights  and  pretensions  of  Your  Highness  and  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  which 
are  to  be  ascertained  and  settled  according  to  the  principles,  and  upon 
the  terms  and  stipulations  contained  in  the  treaty  between  Your  Highness 
and  the  Rajah  of  1762  [Tanjore]. 

[8]  Your  Highness  will  recollect  that  we  are  the  guarantee  of  the 
stipulations  contained  in  that  treaty;  we  are  conscious  that  the  indeter¬ 
minate  claims  of  Your  Highness  and  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  have  been 
made  the  foundation  of  much  intrigue  and  disquietude  to  both,  and  by 
the  jealousies  thence  resulting,  the  general  strength  of  the  Carnatic  has 
been  much  enfeebled.  As  the  friends  of  both,  we  have  taken  this  subject 
under  our  serious  consideration,  and  have  instructed  our  Government  at 
Fort  St.  George  to  use  their  best  endeavors  for  the  termination  of  every 
difference,  and  if  that  cannot  be  effected  without  our  further  interposi¬ 
tion,  we  must  step  forth  in  the  character  of  guarantee,  and  it  is  our  duty 
particularly  to  remind  Your  Highness  that  the  treaty  of  1763,  is  invariably 
fixed  as  the  basis  of  the  final  arrangement  between  Your  Highness  and  the 
Rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  to  that  law,  by  the  obedience  we  owe  to  the 
supreme  legislative  authority  of  our  country,  we  are  bound  to  adhere. 


[9]  Your  Highness  has  frequently  been  pleased  to  mention  to  us  the 
various  engagements  you  have  entered  into  with  individuals,  whose  claims 
you  have  represented  as  the  claims  of  justice.  This  important  subject 
has  been  attended  to  by  the  legislature,  who  have  given  directions  for  an 
enquiry  being  made  into  the  origin  and  justice  of  these  demands,  in  order 
that  a  fund  may  be  established,  in  concert  with  Your  Highness,  for  the 
discharge  of  those  debts,  which  shall  appear  to  be  justly  due,  according 
to  their  respective  claims  of  priority.  We  have  accordingly  given  our 
most  serious  attention  to  that  subject,  and  we  trust  the  opinions  we  have 
formed  will  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  Your  Highness.  We  cannot  quit 
this  subject  without  expressing  our  satisfaction  at  the  wise  resolution 
adopted  by  Your  Highness  not  to  incur  any  new  debt  to  individuals.  It 
is  incumbent  on  us  to  point  out  particularly  to  Your  Highness  that,  by 
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the  Act  of  Parliament  before  mentioned,  all  British  subjects  holding  or 
exercising  any  office  or  employment  under  the  King,  or  the  East  India 
Company  are  prohibited  from  demanding  or  receiving  any  sum  of  money, 
or  other  valuable  thing  as  a  gift  or  present,  or  under  colour  [cover]  thereof, 
and  that  the  same  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  extortion,  and  shall 
be  proceeded  against  and  punished  as  such.  We  entreat,  that  Your  High¬ 
ness  will  be  pleased  to  attend  to  this  act  of  the  British  legislature,  and 
that  you  will  on  no  occasion,  directly  or  indirectly,  give  any  sum  of 
money  or  other  valuable  thing,  as  a  gift  or  present,  to  any  of  our  servants, 
of  any  denomination  whatever. 

[10]  With  respect  to  the  assignment,  which  your  Highness  was 
pleased  to  make  of  the  revenues  of  your  country  in  December  1781,  we 
consider  that  transaction  as  a  proof  of  Your  Highness  being  impressed 
with  the  necessity  there  then  was,  of  vigorous  application  of  every  resource 
the  Carnatic  could  afford,  for  the  expulsion  of  the  common  enemy  from 
our  territories. 

[11]  If  it  had  suited  the  views  and  feelings  of  Your  Highness  to 
have  acquiesced  in  the  continuance  of  that  agreement,  we  are  disposed  to 
think,  from  past  experience  of  its  effect  during  its  continuance,  that  bene¬ 
ficial  consequences  might  have  resulted  from  it,  for  discharging  the  ex- 
pences  which  the  war  [h]as  necessarily  brought  upon  Your  Highness,  but 
we  are  eager  to  embrace  every  opportunity  of  removing  anxiety  from  the 
mind  of  Your  Highness,  and  of  evincing  our  firm  intention  to  support 
you  in  all  your  rights  and  privileges,  and  even  to  make  concessions  to 
your  feelings,  although  in  some  degree  prejudicial  to  our  own  interest, 
we  have  therefore  ordered  our  President,  with  whom  the  agreement  was 
made,  to  make  a  surrender  of  the  assignment. 

[12]  But  having,  by  the  cession  of  the  assignment,  thus  manifested 
to  Your  Highness  and  to  all  India,  how  little  we  wish  to  encroach  on  the 
rights  or  possessions  of  the  native  princes,  it  is  fit  that  we  take  effectual 
care  to  guard  our  own.  By  the  peculiar  relation  which  the  British  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  possessions  in  the  Carnatic  bear  to  those  of  Your  Highness 
and  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  as  well  as  by  several  specific  agreements,  the 
sword  for  the  general  defence  of  that  country  is  placed  in  our  hands,  and 
no  consideration  will  induce  us,  for  one  moment,  to  surrender  it;  towards 
its  support,  whether  in  time  of  war  or  in  time  of  peace,  it  is  reasonable 
that  the  countries  protected  by  it  should  contribute,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  revenues,  and  it  must  tend  to  evince  to  mankind  the  justice 
of  this  claim,  and  reconcile  the  minds  of  Your  Highness  and  your  descen¬ 
dants,  to  a  permanent  and  willing  payment  thereof,  that  the  amount  be 
not  arbitrary  or  ascertained  under  agreements  entered  into  in  moments 
of  difficulty,  but  such  as  depend  upon  the  most  obvious  principles  of 
equity.  At  present  Your  Highness  pays  the  whole  expences,  ordinary 
and  extraordinary,  of  ten  battalions  in  our  service,  and  the  Rajah,  in 
virtue  of  his  own  offer,  pays  four  lacks  of  pagodas,  per  annum.  Amongst 
parties  so  nearly  connected  together,  we  hold  the  equitable  principle  to 
fefe  thaij  a  fait  account  be  taken  of  the  annual  amount  in  time  of  peace 
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o£  our  revenues  in  the  Carnatic  and  of  these  [those]  of  Your  Highness 
and  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  that  to  the  expense  of  the  military  estab¬ 
lishment  in  the  Carnatic  each  of  the  three  powers  shall,  proportionably 
to  those  revenues,  respectively  contribute.  It  will  be  a  part  of  our  duty 
under  the  late  act,  very  soon,  to  settle  the  extent  and  amount  of  our  mili¬ 
tary  establishment  in  time  of  peace,  upon  which  the  necessary  arrange¬ 
ments  to  be  made  will  probably  prevent  us  from  giving  our  servants  their 
orders  by  this  dispatch,  but  when  that  is  done,  the  precise  sum,  which 
each  of  the  three  powers  will  have  annually  to  contribute  in  time  of  peace, 
will  be  then  exactly  ascertained. 


[13]  In  case  of  war,  which  it  will  thus  become  equally  the  interest 
of  all  parties  to  avoid,  the  most  adviseable  plan  is,  that  the  whole  revenues 
of  the  Carnatic  should  be  considered  as  a  common  stock  for  the  purposes 
of  war;  all  ideas  of  peace  establishment  and  peace  appropriations  must 
then  cease;  an  exact  account  must  be  kept  of  all  the  extraordinary  expell¬ 
ees  occasioned  thereby,  and  upon  whomsoever  the  urgent  necessity  of  the 
case  may  throw  the  immediate  expence,  each  party  must  ultimately  pay 
their,  proportion. 


[14]  Next  to  the  certainty  of  a  sufficient  military  fund,  the  punc¬ 
tuality  of  its  receipt  becomes  essential  to  the  general  safety,  and  we  there¬ 
fore  hold  it  reasonable  to  require,  that  a  provisional  assignment  of  the 
revenues  of  certain  districts,  somewhat  exceeding  these  respective  contri¬ 
butions,  be  made  to  us  by  Your  Highness  [and]  the  Rajah  respectively, 
upon  which  we  shall  have  no  power  to  enter,  while  you  or  your  descen¬ 
dants  punctually  pay  these  contribution^],  by  monthly  or  such  other 
instalments  as  shall  be  agreed  upon,  but  upon  which  we  shall  have  power 
to  enter  in  failure  of  such  payment,  and  keep  possession  thereof  until  all 
arrears  are  paid  up  and  no  longer. 


[15]  These  are  the  principles  upon  which,  every  reason  of  policy  and 
common  safety  suggests,  that,  a  final  arrangement  between  Your  Highness, 
the  Rajah  and  us,  should  be  made.  By  such  an  arrangement,  all  grounds 
of  future  dispute  between  Your  Highness  and  our  Government  will  be 
avoided.  We  have  accordingly,  directed  our  President  and  Council  at 
Fort  St.  George  to  act  upon  these  principles,  and  to  take  effectual  mea¬ 
sures  for  carrying  them  into  a  final  execution  by,  a  solemn,  permanent  and 
invariable  treaty,  to  which  Your  Highness,  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore  and  the 
East  India  Company  will  be  parties. 


[16]  We  have  opened  ourselves,  freely  and  without  reason,  to  Your 
Highness  upon  these  various  important  subjects,  and  we  trust  no  other 
proof  need  be  added  of  the  sincerity  of  our  disposition,  to  support  Your 
Highness  in  the  maintenance  of  your  just  rights;  you  and  your  family  may 
repose  youi  minds  in  confidence  upon  the  good  faith  of  your  ancient 
allies,  they,  who  have  contended  for  the  preservation  of  the  Carnatic 
against  an  host  of  foes,  can  never  be  the  means  of  diminishing  that  author¬ 
ity  over  the*  internal  government  of  your  country,  which  they  have  so 
repeatedly  contributed  to  establish.  This  is  our  firm  determination,  but 
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we  are  equally  firm  in  declaring  that  if  any  of  the  powers  of  India  shall, 
either  by  secret  intrigue  or  open  hostility,  disturb  that  union  which  ought 
to  prevail  between  us,  we  will  use  our  power,  to  its  fullest  extent,  to  punish 
those  who  shall  thus  prove  the  disturbers  of  the  peace  and  common  safety 
of  the  Carnatic. 

[17]  We  therefore  conclude  with  wishing  to  Your  Highness  and 
your  family  every  degree  of  prosperity,  and  we  indulge  ourselves  in  the 
pleasing  hope,  that  all  former  subjects  of  disagreement,  between  Your 
Highness  and  any  of  our  servants,  will  be  no  more  remembered,  and  that 
the  return  of  public  peace  and  tranquility  will  be  attended  with  the  return 
of  private  confidence  and  cordiality. 

[18]  And  we  have  hereunto,  affixed  our  great  seal,  in  the  city  of 
London  this  1st  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1784. 

(L.S.) 


IV 

TRANSLATION  OF  A  LETTER*  FROM  THE  NABOB  MOTUM- 
MUN-UL-MOULK-UL-DOWLAH  SUD  MOBARECK  ALLY, 

KHAN  BAHADRE  FEROZE  JUNG 

T  O  the  Honorable  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Honorable  United 
Company,  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  East  Indies. 

(Here  follows  the  accustomary  address,  which  is  merely  complimentary 
and  will  not  easily  bear  translation.) 

[1]  After  assuring  you  that  my  mind  is  deeply  impressed  with  senti¬ 
ments  of  the  sincerest  attachment  and  friendship  for  you,  and  that  the 
first  wish  of  my  heart  is  to-  enjoy  the  happiness  of  an  interview  with  you, 
allow  me  to  proceed  to  represent  to  your  enlightened  mind  certain  cir¬ 
cumstances,  respecting  my  situation,  absolutely  necessary  for  your  infor¬ 
mation  and  meriting  your  most  serious  attention. 

[2]  As  a  steady  adherence  to  the  faith  of  engagements  is  held  in 
esteem  by  all  upright  chiefs,  and  a  literal  performance  of  treaties  is  ap¬ 
plauded  by  all  great  and  liberal  minds,  praised  be  God  that  through  his 
goodness,  from  the  beginning  to  the  present  time,  the  fame  of  the  justice, 
the  good  acts,  the  sincerity,  the  equity  and  the  uprightness  of  your  illus¬ 
trious  body  has  spread  from  one  end  of  the  world  to  the  other. 

[3]  From  these  considerations  all  persons  of  foresight,  penetration 
and  wisdom  have  regarded  the  establishment  of  your  authority,  and  the 
Government  of  the  English  in  their  country  as  a  fortunate  event  produc¬ 
tive  of  happiness  to  the  people,  and  never  as  the  cause  of  injury  or 
distress;  nay  in  so  superior  a  light  are  the  English  considered,  in  regard 
to  all  these  points  beyond  every  other  nation,  that  the  extension  of  their 
government  and  power  is  most  earnestly  desired. 

*  This  letter  bears  no  date. 
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[4]  The  following  facts  are  incontesliblc  proofs  of  the  above  asser¬ 
tion.  Before  the  commencement  of  the  English  government,  in  this 
country,  my  deceased  father,  the  Nabob  Sujah  ul  Moulk  Hissam  ul 
Dowlah,  Meer  Mohomed  Jaffier  Khan,  looking  forward  into  futurity,  from 
a  well  grounded  conviction  of  the  durability  of  their  friendship  and  their 
steady  adherence  to  treaty,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  most  intimate  con¬ 
nection  and  union  with  them,  the  cultivation  of  which  he  regarded  as 
superior  to  every  other  consideration;  nay  so  far  did  he  carry  this  attach¬ 
ment,  that,  in  consequence  of  it,  his  property,  his  honor  and  his  life  were 
hourly  put  to  the  hazard,  through  the  suspicious  and  evil  disposition  of 
the  Nabob  Surage  Ull  Dowlah.  The  circumstances  in  brief  are  these. 
The  Nabob  Suraje  Ull  Dowlah’s  mind  was  continually  employed  in  form¬ 
ing  plans  of  hostility  against  the  English  and  on  the  means  of  extirpating 
them;  and  my  deceased  father  as  constantly  engaged  in  endeavours  to 
destroy  or  render  those  plans  abortive,  insomuch  that  he  refused  to  accom¬ 
pany  him  to  the  seige  of  Calcutta,  and,  notwithstanding  his  rank  (holding 
the  station  of  General  of  the  forces)  and  his  near  connection  with  the 
Nabob  Mohabad  Jung  (whose  sister  he  had  married),  yet  in  consequence 
of  the  obstinacy  of  the  Nabob  Suraje  Ul  Dowlah,  and  his  deafness  to 
advice,  he  relinquished  all  his  greatness,  and  before  the  battle  of  Plassey 
resigned  his  post. 

[5]  Although  the  Nabob  Suraje  Ul  Dowlah  (whose  disposition  is 
well  known),  in  consequence  of  this  conduct,  was  daily  planning  the  dis¬ 
grace  or  death  of  my  father,  yet  he,  setting  more  value  on  the  English 
friendship  than  on  his  own  life,  frequently  declared  amongst  his  family 
that  if  Suraje  Ul  Dowlah  should  put  him  to  death  for  his  attachment  to 
the  English,  he  was  convinced  they  would  remember  his  friendship,  both 
here  and  in  Europe,  and  return  it  in  such  a  manner  to  his  family  as  should 
never  be  forgotten,  but  become  known  to  the  whole  world. 

[6]  Accordingly  little  time  elapsed  before  the  English,  actuated  by 
principles  of  justice,  by  a  nice  discernment  of  merit,  and  in  conformity 
to  the  claims  of  friendship,  rewarded  my  father  for  his  attachment,  by 
placing  him  in  the  Government  of  the  three  Soubahs,  and  the  closest 
alliance  was  formed  between  them. 

[7]  Thus  the  steady  adherence  of  the  English  to  their  engagements 
was  universally  spread,  and  became  the  subject  of  conversation  through¬ 
out  Hindostan.  Every  one  sought  their  friendship,  and  was  anxious  to 
form  a  connection  with  them  from  that  time  to  the  present;  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  integrity  and  uprightness  of  their  conduct  the  rank  and 
prosperity  of  the  Company  have  been  daily  on  the  increase. 

[8]  May  the  Almighty  grant  my  prayers  and  those  of  the  whole 
people  of  this  country,  and  make  them  flourish  more,  day  by  day. 

[9]  The  treaties  and  engagements,  contracted  between  my  father  and 
the  illustrious  gentlemen,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  insert  for  your  infor¬ 
mation  and  remembrance. 
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(The  treaties  with  Meer  Jaffier  are  inserted  here). 

[10]  Afterwards,  when  on  the  27th  of  Shabaun  of  the  6  Sun,  my 
father,  by  the  decree  of  the  Almighty,  was  about  to  quit  this  transitory 
life  for  an  internal  one,  being  on  his  death  bed  he  addressed  himself  to 
Baboo  Bhegum  my  mother,  and  to  my  brothers  in  these  words. 

“Although  you  are  now  apparently  about  to  lose  my  protection,  yet 
I  have  formed  the  closest  and  most  intimate  friendship,  and  have  con¬ 
tracted  engagements  with  a  nation  who  will  always  treat  you  and  ,your 
posterity  with  even  superior  attention  to  what  they  have  done  in  my  life 
time,  and  from  regard  to  their  own  fame,  and  the  faith  of  their  engage¬ 
ments  will  not  fail  to  support  your  honor  and  dignity.  On  you  it  is 
incumbent,  inviolably,  to  observe  all  the  duties  of  friendship  towards 
them,  to  the  end  of  your  lives” - these  were  his  last  injunctions. 

[11]  After  his  death,  by  the  favour  of  God  and  the  friendship  of  the 
illustrious  gentlemen,  my  eldest  brother,  the  Nabob  Nudjeem  U1  Dowlah, 
Nudjeem  U1  dien  Ally  Khan,  was  fixed  in  the  Soubahdarry  of  the  three 
provinces;  and  the  illustrious  chiefs  of  the  English  nation,  induced  there¬ 
to  by  a  sense  of  right,  concluded  a  treaty  with  my  brother,  of  the  same 
nature  of  that  which  had  subsided  between  them  and  my  father,  and 
in  every  instance  paid  the  greatest  attention  to  his  dignity  and  honor. 

[15]  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  treaty  in  English  and  Persian, 
under  the  seal  and  signature  of  my  brother  Nudjeem  IJ1  Dowlah,  which 
I  shall  insert  for  your  inspection. 

(Here  follows  the  treaty) 

[13]  My  brother  continued  about  two  years  in  the  Soubahdarry  of 
the  provinces,  when  it  pleased  the  Almighty  to  remove  him  from  this 
world  on  the  57th  of  Zekaida  of  the  7th  Sun.  O11  this  my  next  brother, 
the  Nabob  Sief  Ul  Dowlah,  was  put  in  possession  of  the  government,  and 
the  illustrious  chiefs  continued  their  friendship  to  him.  But  at  that  time, 
from  some  untoward  circumstances,  and  various  causes  which  it  would  be 
useless  to  particularize,  it  was  determined  to  reduce  the  stipend  allotted 
for  his  support. 

[14]  Although  this  was  strongly  opposed  and  remonstrated  against, 
on  the  principle  that  there  ought  to  be  no  deviation  from  the  engagements 
formed  with  the  Nabob  Nudjeem  Ul  Dowlah,  and  that  it  could  never  be 
consented  to,  that  the  treaties  of  the  English  were  of  a  nature  not  to  be 
broken  through,  yet,  as  my  brother  had  at  that  time  no  patron,  the  reduc-  t 
tion  took  place.  This  deprived  a  world  of  people  who  were  dependent 
on  the  Nazim  of  subsistence,  plunged  them  into  the  greatest  distress, 
occasioned  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  splendour  of  the  Nazim  and 
M^dlwd.  his  friends  and  relations  in  difficulties  and  disgrace.  But  he 

hoping  that  the  justice  of  the  English  Company  and  the  consideration  of 
^  * 
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their  own  dignity  would,  on  no  account,  suffer  them  to  give  their  sanction 
to  the  reduction,  and  would  in  the  end  induce  them  to  act  with  their 
former  regard  to  our  family,  the  stipend  proposed,  notwithstanding  the 
distress  it  occasioned,  was  agreed  to.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  treat} 
then  made  with  my  brother. 


{The  Treaty  with  Sief  id  Dowlah) 


[15]  Afterwards,  when  on  the  22nd  of  Zekaida  of  the  11th  Sun,  b\ 
the  favour  of  God  and  the  friendship  and  justice  of  the  English  gentlemen, 
the  administration  of  the  three  provinces  was  vested  in  me,  they  continued 
the  same  conduct  to  me  as  they  had  observed  to  the  Nabob  Sief  ul  Dowlah. 
A  new  treaty  as  usual  was  formed;  a  copy  of  which  I  shall  introduce  here 
'  for  your  information,  as  well  as  to  explain  my  situation. 

(The  Treaty  is  entered  here) 


[16]  The  stipend  was  continued  on  the  footing  of  the  above  treaty 
for  twd  years  five  months  and  seven  days,  when  I  received  a  letter  from 
Mahaum  ul  Dowlah,  Mr.  Cartier,  Rustum  Jung,  informing  me  that  this 
trifling  stipend  must  be  reduced  even  to  the  half  of  it — God  only  knows 
into  what  a  state  of  affliction  this  news  plunged  us;  the  reduction  of  what 
was  before  so  inconsiderable  appeared  worse  than  death  itself,  and  im¬ 
pressed  every  mind  with  horror.  For  your  information  I  shall  introduce 
a  letter,  which  I-  received  from  Mr.  Cartier,  containing  a  promise  that 
when  I 'should  become  of  age  the  Company  would  shew  me  favour,  and 
pay  proper  regard  to  my  situation. 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  it. 

“As  1  am  a  servant  of  the  Company,  it  is  my  duty  to  pay  attention  to 
every  direction  with  which  they  may  honor  me,  and  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power,  carry  into  execution  every  order  they  may  give  me.  But  although 
I  am  the  instrument,  I  cannot  without  the  greatest  pam  communica  e 
any  matter  to  you  which  must  give  you  uneasiness.  It  being  a  point  ol 
Duty  between  'a  Servant  and  his  Master  there  is  no  alternative.  In  a 
Letter  which  I  have  lately  received  from  Europe,  from  theCompany  ey 
instruct  me  to  intimate  to  you  that  they  do  not  think  the  Stipend  )ou 
have  hitherto  enjoyed  necessary  during  your  minority ,  nor  for  your  Pre¬ 
sent  State  The  sentiments  of  the  Company  are,  that  during  you s» 
^SnorUy  the  annual  sum  of  Rs.  i5.8i,999f  -  faeni^toP"S 

vou  that  in  future  you  will  receive  the  before  mentioned  sum 

Sences  When  you  attain  the  Age  o £  Twenty  one  Years,  1  doubt  not 
SS  SrCompanyywm  [pay]  attention  to  your  ntuahon.  and  wdl  add 

what  they  may  judge  proper  to  the  above  sum. 

r^l  As  the  preservation  of  the  English  friendship  was  absolutely 
^  mri  mv  deceased  father  had  persevered  in  it,  even  at  the  hazard 
ofChiSsaUfe;  I  alsl  notwithstanding  I  plainly  saw,  from  the  reduction  of 
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my  stipend  to  so  inconsiderable  a  sum,  the  greatest  and  most  insuppor¬ 
table  difficulties,  the  ruin  of  all  my  dependants  and  friends,  and  of  every 
one  connected  with  my  family,  yet  hoping  that  patience  might  produce 
future  good,  and  relying  on  the  integrity  and  good  faith  of  the  English, 
on  the  promises  implied  in  Mr.  Cartier's  letter,  and  in  the  orders  of  the 
Company,  I  was  necessitated  to  assent.  From  that  time  the  distresses  and 
difficulties,  in  which  I  have  been  involved,  from  the  inadequacy  of 
my  income  to  my  expences,  from  the  importunity  of  my  creditors,  and 
the  clamours  of  my  servants,  are  inconceivable.  And  although  I  have 
sold  great  part  of  my  own  and  my  mother’s  jewels  to  defray  the  unavoid¬ 
able  disbursement  of  the  Nizamut,  so  that  scarce  any  are  left  fit  for  my 
rank,  yet,  in  the  22nd  Sun,  there  was  a  debt  of  near  twenty  two  lacks  of 
rupees,  due  to  the  pensioners  and  servants  of  the  Nizamut,  including  the 
debts  of  the  Nabobs,  my  predecessors. 

[18]  Moreover  the  Almighty  has  blessed  me  with  a  numerous 
offspring,  consisting,  at  present,  of  nine  sons  and  seven  daughters,  several 
of  whom  (according  to  the  age  fixed  by  the  customs  of  this  country)  are 
marriageable,  and  by  the  same  customs  the  nuptials  of  the  children  of  men 
of  rank  are  attended  with  heavy  expences.  It  is  also  an  invariable  rule 
on  the  marriage  of  a  daughter  to  confer  on  the  son-in-law  honorable  titles, 
and  a  stipend  adequate  to  the  support  of  them. 

[19]  Although  my  rank  and  dignity  are  well  known  throughout 
Hindostan,  yet,  as  it  is  equally  known  that  I  am  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  Company  that  our  credit  is  inseparably  blended,  should  matters 
of  such  importance  be  neglected  it  will  reflect  disgrace  not  on  me  alone, 
but  on  the  Company.  This  requires  your  most  serious  attention,  as  under 
my  present  circumstances  it  is  impossible  for  me,  without  your  assistance, 
to  accomplish  these  several  objects. 

[20]  From  the  time  when  the  reduction  of  my  stipend  took  place  I 
looked  forward  to  the  age  of  twentyone  years,  when  I  trusted  that  all  my 
difficulties  and  distresses  would  be  changed  into  ease  and  happiness,  by 
the  performance  of  your  promises.  When  I  had  reached  that  age,  consi¬ 
dering  the  difficulties  in  which  the  Company  were  involved  from  a  variety 
of  occurrences,  and  afterwards  by  the  wars,  both  in  this  country  and  in 
Europe,  that  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  duties  of  friendship  to  trouble 
them,  under  such  circumstances,  with  a  representation  of  my  sufferings, 
and  that  I  ought  rather  to  bear  a  part  in  theirs,  I  patiently  waited  for  a 
more  favourable  opportunity,  although,  in  the  mean  time,  my  distresses 
became  insupportable,  and  many  of  the  dependants  of  the  Nizamut  were 
totally  ruined. 

[51]  When,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  and  through  my  ardent  wishes, 
and  midnight  prayers,  and  those  of  all  connected  with  me,  peace  was 
restored  in  every  quarter,  and  the  Company,  relieved  from  their  troubles, 
.were  victorious  every  where,  and  I  neither  saw  nor  heard  of  any  steps 
being  taken  to  remove  or  alleviate  my  sufferings,  which  daily  increased, 
and  at  last  arrived  at  such  a  pitch  as  to  be  insupportable,  I  found  myself 
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indispensibly  obliged  to  represent  my  situation  to  you,  and  to  call  your 
attention  to  it. 


[22]  As  my  connection,  gentlemen,  is  solely  with  you,  and  to  you  I 
look  for  the  performance  of  your  engagements,  I  have  judged  ijt  proper 
to  depute  a  person,  as  my  agent,  immediately  to  you. 


[23]  I  have  accordingly  made  choice  ol  Sir  John  D’Oyly,  one  of  your 
servants,  a  gentleman  who  has  long  resided  with  me  as  your  Resident,  has 
been  witness  of  my  distresses,  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  my  sentiments 
and  who,  from  attachment  to  both  parties,  will,  I  doubt  not,  prove  agree¬ 
able  to  you  for  this  office. 


[24]  He  will  remain  on  the  spot,  will  represent  to  you  distresses 
under  which  I  labour,  solicit  your  compliance  with  my  requests,  on  my 
part  concert  with  you  a  plan  for  the  restoration  of  «my  affairs,  and  for 
securing  the  ease  and  happiness  of  all  the  dependants  of  the  Nizamut,  on 
the  terms  of  former  treaties ;  he  will  also,  from  time  to  time,  make  such 
applications  to  you  as  my  situation  may  demand,  and  obtain  and  com¬ 
municate  to  me  your  replies. 

r 2 I  request  that  you  will  regard  whatever  that  gentleman  shall 
represent  to  you,  on  my  part,  as  proceeding  immediately  from  myself,  and 
as  equally  authentic. 

[26!  1  trust  in  you,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  not  delay  to  afford  me 

relief  but  that  you  will,  by  complying  with  the  subjoined  requests,  fulfil 
the  terms  of  your  engagements,  and  attend  to  the  preservation  of  my 

dignity. 


[0.71  A  speedy  attention  to  these  points  will  spread  the  fame  of  the 
Company  for  integrity  and  good  faith,  throughout  the  universe,  and  re. v 
der  me  eternally  grateful.  My  situation  will  not  admit  of  delay.  On 
fulleTt  conviction  of  your  friendship  and  justice  I  have  assured  my  credi¬ 
tors,  and  claimants  of  every  denomination,  that  as  soon  as  y^eacquam^ 

ed  with  these  circumstances  you  will  instantly  apply  th/marriazes 

same  confidence  I  have  satisfied  myself  with  the  delay  ™  g 

of  my  children,  and  of  many  other  matters  indispensibly  requisite. 

ra81  Should  it  be  the  determination  of  your  Honourable  Court  to 

support,  in  comfort,  all  the  numerous  relations  ^ 

former  Nazims,  who,  from  time  immemorial  denvedtheir  subss  fr 

their  bounty,  and  who  of  late  will 

r5S 
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depend  on  it. 
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[29]  As  my  wants  are  greater  so  my  expectations  from  the  Honorable 
Company  exceed  even  what  they  granted  to  the  aforesaid  Nabob,  and  are 
founded  on  these  grounds.  First — that  my  aforesaid  brother  had  no 
children,  and  by  the  customs  of  this  country  children  are  the  causes  of 
very  heavy  expences.  The  Almighty  has  blessed  me  with  a  very  numerous 
offspring,  each  individual  of  whom  must  be  supported  with  a  degree  of 
state  equal  to  my  rank,  or  both  father  and  child  will  fall  into  disgrace  and 
contempt.  Second — The  distresses  I  have  experienced  from  the  delay,  of 
ten  or  twelve  years,  in  the  expectation  of  the  performance  of  the  Company’s 
engagements.  This  was  not  the  case  with  my  brothers.  Independent  of 
this,  all  the  debts  of  my  brothers  and  the  expences  of  supporting  all  their 
women,  dependants  etc.,  etc.,  have  fallen  on  me.  From  these  circumstances 
I  look  for  superior  assistance  at  the  hands  of  the  Company. 

[30]  As  the  Almighty  delegates  his  power  to  princes  and  magistrates 
for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  needy,  and  for  the  ease  and  happiness 
of  mankind,  a  multitude  of  people  in  Bengal  derived  their  subsistence 
from  the  bounty  of  the  Nazim’s,  the  fame  of  which  brought  numerous 
bodies,  in  expectation  of  a  livelihood,  from  the  different  parts  of  Hindos- 
tan,  from  Persia,  etc.,  nor  were  they  disappointed.  There  are  still  thou¬ 
sands  of  these,  in  the  utmost  distress,  who  look  forward  with  hope  to  the 
re-establishment  of  the  ease  and  splendour  of  the  Nizamut,  through  the 
liberality  of  the  Company.  In  fact  innumerable  Mussulmans,  and  others, 
entirely  depend  on  the  Nizamut  for  a  subsistence. 

[31]  When  on  the  accession  of  the  Nabob  Nudjeem  XJ1  Dowlah  the 
sum  allotted  for  the  expences  of  the  Nizamut,  the  subsistence  of  its  depen¬ 
dants  and  the  support  of  its  splendour,  was  fixed  at  upwards  of  fifty  lacks 
of  rupees,  and  that  this  decrease,  from  what  it  had  been  in  the  time  of 
the  Nabob,  my  father  and  his  predecessors,  occasioned  such  ruin  and 
distress  to  multitudes  in  Bengal;  let  the  Honorable  Company  consider!, 
how  infinitely  the  distress  must  have  been  aggravated  when  the  stipend 
was  reduced  to  the  trifling  sum  of  sixteen  lacks,  and  that  to  the  former 
established  expences  were  added  those  of  supporting  all  the  women,  rela¬ 
tions,  connections,  and  dependants  of  my  father  and  the  succeeding 
Nazims,  (which  in  Hindostan  amount  to  an  incredible  number,  and  incon¬ 
ceivable  expence)  apd  they  will  then  be  able  to  form  some  judgment  of 
the  present  miserable  state  of  the  Nizamut. 

[35]  Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  manners  and  customs  of 
different  countries  know  that  most  of  the  Mussulmans,  in  this  country, 
are  totally  detached  from  trade  and  manufactures,  particularly  those  who 
have  been  in  the  service  of  the  king  or  princes  of  the  country,  who  are 
accustomed  to  consider  their  offices  as  for  life.  This  being  the  case,  it 
must  he  evident,  to  what  a  state  of  distress,  all  under  this  predicament, 
with  their  families  must  be  reduced,  from  having  been  so  many  years  out 
of  employ,  through  my  inability  to  retain  them  in  pay. 


Although  the  representation  of  these  matters  may  appear  degrading 
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to  my  dignity,  yet  how  long  must  I  be  patient?  How  long  must  I  wait? 

When  life  becomes  a  burden,  and  honor  can  no  longer  be  supported,  man 
is  most  miserable. 

[33]  Impressed  with  the  firmest  conviction  that  your  illustrious  body, 
from  regard  to  your  own  fame,  (which  from  such  conduct  will  spread 
through  Hindostan  and  the  whole  universe)  will  adopt  such  measures  as 
will  remedy  past  evils,  and  restore  the  people  here  to  ease  and  happiness. 
It  would  be  improper  to  press  you  on  the  subject,  were  if  not,  that  should 
it  happen,  from  the  great  distance,  and  from  delay  in  the  consideration 
and  deciding  on  these  matters,  much  time  should  be  lost,  the  existence 
of  those  abovementioned  would  become  insupportable,  and  the  greatest 
disgrace,  dishonor  and  ruin  be  brought  upon  me.  I  conjure  you,  there¬ 
fore,  for  God's  sake,  speedily  to  apply  a  remedy  to  our  sufferings.  My 
requests  are: 

First. — That  as  I  have  now  attained  my  twenty-eighth  year,  and  am 
perfectly  competent  to  the  management  of  my  own  affairs  in  the  properest 
manner,  my  undoubted  right  to  be  master  in  my  own  family,  by  the 
appointment  and  dismission  of  my  minister  (Naib)  and  servants,  be 
acknowledged.  It  can  never  be  necessary  that  any  interference  should  take 
place  in  matters  of  this  kind,  such  interference  has  already  been  highly 
detrimental  to  my  concerns;  and  God  is  my  witness,  that  but  for  the 
kindness  and  friendly  attention  of  the  Governor  General,  and  the  mea¬ 
sures  he  has  taken  for  the  regulation  of  my  affairs,  I  should,  at  this  time, 
have  been  involved  in  tenfold  debt  and  distress.  By  means  of  his  kind¬ 
ness,  and  the  assiduity  of  Sir  John  D'Oyly,  my  affairs  have  been  put  in 
such  a  train  as  to  enable  me  to  expect  your  determination.  My  obliga¬ 
tions  to  the  Governor  General  are  boundless.  Where  [were]  I  to  write 
volumes  on  the  subject  I  could  never  sufficiently  express  my  gratitude.  The 
virtues  which  adorn  his  character  are  precious  gifts  of  the  Almighty  to 
the  people  of  Hindostan,  and  insure  to  them  the  enjoyment  of  comfort 
and  ease.  That  God  may  preserve  his  life  and  power,  and  long  continue 
him  in  the  Government  of  this  country,  is  not  my  wish  alone,  but  that 
of  the  whole  people. 

Second. — As  the  first  passion,  in  the  heart  of  man,  is  the  desire  to 
preserve  that  degree  of  rank  and  dignity  in  which  he  was  born  I  am  hope¬ 
ful,  that  your  illustrious  body,  taking  this  into  consideration,  will  make 
it  a  point  to  support  the  honor  of  the  Nizamut,  both  here  and  in  Europe, 
and  will  shew  such  marks  of  regard  to  me  as  may  tend  to  the  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  my  dignity.  I  am  induced  to  make  this  request,  because  your 
attention  and  regard  to  every  degree  of  rank  is  universally  known,  and 

spoken  of. 

The  favor  shewn  to  the  Nabob  Ameer  U1  Hind,  Mahomed  Ally  Khan, 
the  Soubahdar  of  Arcot,  both  by  His  August  Majesty  and  your  illustrious 
body,  has  exalted  your  credit  and  fame  everywhere. 

Since  then,  the  claims  of  my  father,  and  his  firm  attachment  were  so 
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far  superior  to  those  of  any  one  else,  and  were  ratified  by  treaties  and 
engagements,  since  those  claims  and  that  attachment  have  descended  to  me, 
and  since,  moreover,  the  superiority  of  rank,  which  the  Nazims  of  Bengal, 
Bahar  and  Orixa  enjoy  above  all  other  Nabobs,  cannot  be  unknown 
to  you,  namely,  that  they  possess  three  of  the  highest  marks  of  dignity  under 
the  empire  of  Hindostan;  the  right  of  riding  in  a  Nalekin,  (generally 
reserved  to  the  blood  royal)  that  of  granting  titles  of  nobility,  and  that 
of  fighting  elephants;  (privileges  granted  only  to  the  Nazims  of  Bengal) 
I  trust  that,  in  consideration  of  these  circumstances  and  of  your  constant 
regard  and  attention  to  established  rights,  you  will  not  suffer  my  dignity 
to  be  infringed.  Although  the  great  respect  shewn  me  by  the  Governor 
General,  on  every  occasion,  calls  for  my  warmest  gratitude,  and  God  is  my 
witness,  that  I  am  so  perfectly  satisfied  therewith,  that,  had  I  a  thousand 
tongues,  I  should  fail  in  the  praises  justly  due  to  his  virtues,  yet,  as  such 
qualities  would  be  found  with  difficulty  elsewhere,  the  consideration  of 
the  future  leads  me  to  request  you  will  direct,  that  the  forms  of  respect 
due  to  my  rank  may  be  invariably  observed. 

Third . — As  the  city  of  Moorshedabad  had  been,  for  great  number 
of  years,  the  residence  of  the  Nazims,  and  is  now  mine,  permit  me  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  disgrace  in  which  the 
whole  country  must  see  me  involved.  I,  whose  predecessors  possessed  the 
government  of  the  three  provinces,  have  no  authority  in  the  very  city  of 
my  residence,  and  in  the  environs  where  are  situated  the  parks  and  hunt¬ 
ing  places  appertaining  to  the  former  Nazims,  and  still  left  to  me,  though, 
without  exaggeration,  not  a  thousandth  part  of  our  former  possessions. 
The  establishment  of  Magistrates,  and  of  a  variety  of  authorities  in  this 
city,  independent  of  me,  is  attended  with  confusion,  sinks  the  credit  of 
the  Nazim  and  produces  numberless  mischiefs  to  the  inferior  classes  of  the 
people.  Upon  these  considerations  I  am  led  to  request  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  this  city,  which  contains  my  numerous  relations,  dependants  and 
connections,  and  the  administration  of  justice  therein,  may  rest  solely  with 
me.  This  would  be  a  measure  securing  equally,  the  ease  and  happiness 
of  the  people,  and  the  credit  of  the  Nazim. 

You  will  please  to  observe  further  that  my  request  has  only  relation 
to  the  government  of  the  city  and  the  administration  of  justice,  and  is 
entirely  unconnected  with  the  revenue,  or  management  of  the  country; 
and  to  be  held  under  the  controul  of  your  Council,  whose  instructions  I 
should  ever  make  it  a  point  to  comply  with  invariably,  as  I  have  hitherto 
done.  Of  this  your  illustrious  body  may  rest  fully  assured. 

Fourth . — As  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  my  happiness,  and 
the  proper  management  of  my  affairs,  that  the  gentleman  appointed  to 
reside  with  me,  on  your  part,  should  be  possessed  of  abilities,  a  good 
disposition  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  manners  and  customs  of 
the  country;  allow  me  to  request  that  you  will  give  strict  orders  to  your 
government  here,  that,  whenever  there  may  be  occasion  to  appoint  a  new 
Resident,  they  may  be  very  particular  in  the  choice  of  the  person,  and 
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Fifth. — As  it  cannot  but  be  universally  acknowledged  that  when  a 
divided  authority  exists  in  a  family  self  interested  people,  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  it,  will  by  their  intrigues,  sow  division  between  brethren  or  be¬ 
tween  parents  and  their  children,  which  is  attended  with  inconceivable 
mischiefs;  to  guard  against  these  evils,  in  my  family,  it  is  particularly 
requisite  that  I,  as  the  head  of  it,  should  be  invested  with  authority  over 
all  the  dependants  of  the  Nizamut,  and  over  all  the  relations  and  connec¬ 
tions,  both  great  and  small,  [of]  my  deceased  father  and  brethren. 

[34]  Should  I  abuse  this  authority  the  gentlemen  of  }our  Council 
are  competent  to  take  cognizance  thereof,  and  would  doubtless,  in  such 
case,  give  me  proper  advice,  which  I  should  invariably  attend  to. 

Sixth.  As  the  debts  due  from  the  Nizamut,  which  011  a  settlement  in 
the  22nd  Sun  amounted  to  near  twenty  two  lacks  of  rupees,  must  be  dis¬ 
charged,  the  jewels  and  furniture  (which  I  have  been  obliged  to  dispose 
of,  during  the  time  of  my  confined  income)  replaced;  the  nuptials  of  my 
children  celebrated,  which,  by  the  customs  of  this  country,  must  take  place 
at  a  very  early  period  of  life,  and  if  delayed  be  highly  disgraceful  to  the 
family,  and,  as  besides  all  this,  J  am  bound  to  support  and  provide  for 
my  connections  and  dependants,  who  have  suffered  the  greatest  distress 
in  the  expectation  of  the  accomplishment  of  the  Company’s  engagements; 
I  therefore  hope  for  your  justice  that,  to  enable  me  to  perform  all  these 
obligations,  you  will  grant  me  the  increase  of  authority  and  stipend  above 
solicited,  which  can  only  be  effected  by  reverting  to  the  treaty  made  with 
the  Nabob  Nudjeem  U1  Dowlah. 

[35]  I  further  hope,  that  agreeably  to  your  promises,  you  will  make 
good  to  me,  at  one  payment,  the  difference  between  the  sums  I  have,  and 
those  I  ought  to  have  received  from  the  time  I  came  of  age  until  now,  at 
the  rate  stipulated  in,  the  treaty  made  at  my  accession;  that  I  may  imme¬ 
diately  apply  a  remedy  to  past  evils,  and  that  the  fame  of  the  goodness 
and  liberality  of  the  Company  may  be  spread  throughout  the  world,  and 
the  blessings  of  heaven  insured  to  them,  both  here  and  hereafter. 


[36]  I  make  it  my  earnest  intreaty  that,  having  considered  my  several 
requests  and  determined  upon  them,  you  will  transmit  your  resolutions 
thereon,  specifying  explicity  the  amount  of  the  stipend  to  be  allowed  me 
in  future,  and  all  other  particulars  in  a  Bengal  packet,  with  your  positive 
orders  to  your  Government  here  to  carry  them  implicitly  into  execution, 
and  that  you  will  not  suffer  it  to  depend  on  them,  lest  delay  should  arise, 
which  would  be  highly  injurious  to  me.  I  also  request  that,  whatever 
orders  you  may  transmit  on  the  subject,  you  will  enclose  me  a  copy  of 
them  in  a  letter  from  yourselves. 

[37]  I  trust  *n  ^  justice  of  your  Hon'ble  Court  that  you  will  attri¬ 
bute  the  length  of  this  letter  and  the  repetition  of  complaints  it  contains 
to  no  other  cause  than  that  of  the  greatest  distress. 
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[38]  Whoever  labours  under  excess  of  pain  and  affliction  will  inevi¬ 
tably  complain.  On  this  consideration  you  will,  I  flatter  myself,  excuse 
the  great  trouble  I  have  given  you,  and  with  the  utmost  expedition  apply 
a  remedy. 

[39]  Sir  John  D’Oyly  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  all  the  foregoing 
particulars,  and  with  every  sentiment  of  my  heart;  he  will  represent  them 
to  you  and  clear  up  any  doubt  which  may  arise  on  any  of  the  articles. 

[40]  You  will,  I  doubt  not,  approve  of  his  appointment,  and  will 
pay  the  same  attention  to  what  he  shall  represent  as  if  proceeding  from 
myself. 

A  true  translation  of  the  Nabob  Mobarack  ul  dowlah’s  letter  to  the 
best  of  my  judgement. 


J.  H.  D’Oyly. 


V 


Sir, 


[1]  The  enclosed  paper  is  a  copy  of  the  alteration,  which  in  obed¬ 
ience  to  the  orders  of  the  Honorable  Committee,  I  have  presented  to 
Mr.  Smith,  the  Company’s  Solicitor,  and  which  I  am  anxious  to  have 
inserted  in  the  lease  for  New  Harbour  instead  of  the  clause,  which  subjects 
the  whole  property  to  forfeiture  in  case  a  dry  dock  for  ships  of  74  guns 
is  not  finished  in  seven  years. 

[2]  The  completion  of  my  plan  must  greatly  depend,  sir.  upon  the 
disposition  of  people  in  Bengal  to  join  me  in  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
it;  but  the  idea  of  forfeiting  the  harbour,  in  case  unavoidable  accidents 
should  happen,  to  interrupt  the  work  of  the  dry  docks,  and  prevent  their 
completion,  will,  sir,  I  fear,  operate  a  prohibition  against  the  undertaking. 

[3]  Notwithstanding  the  very  heavy  losses  which  I  have  sustained, 
and  the  discouragements  which  I  have  met  with,  I  still  possess  an  anxious 
zeal  to  go  on  with  the  enterprize,  in  the  most  firm  confidence,  that  the  first 
naval  campaign  will  prove  to  the  Honorable  Court  of  Directors  that  my 
plan  is  practicable,  and  that  the  British  fleet  will  derive  from  it  most 
important  advantages,  over  the  enemy,  in  point  of  time. 

[4]  The  information  which  I  might  obtain  by  going  to  visit  the 
royal  sports,  previous  to  my  departure,  would  prove  of  great  use  to  me  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  work;  and  leads  me  to  hope  for  a  speedy  decision, 
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as  it  would  admit  of  time  for  me  to  collect  that  kind  of  knowledge  on 
which  the  good  success  of  my  plan  so  much  depends. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Cecil  Street,  With  the  highest  respect 

the  18th  August  1785.  Sir, 

William  Devaynes  Esqr.  Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 

Chairman  of  the  Honorable  servant. 

Court  of  Directors.  Benjamin  Lacam. 


V(a) 

Alteration ,  proposed  by  Mr.  Lacam ,  to  be  made  in  the  lease  for  New 
Harbour . 

And  within  the  term  of  seven  years  after  the  arrival  of  the  said  B.  L. 
in  Bengal,  he  shall  prepare  a  careening  harbour,  which  shall  be  capable 
of  receiving  His  Majesty’s  and  the  Company's  ships,  to  any  extent  of  num¬ 
ber  and  size;  and  that  dry  docks  for  ships  of  all  dimensions  shall  be  made 
at  the  said  harbour,  within  the  term  of  ten  years,  under  a  penalty  of  two 
thousand  pounds. 


V(b) 


[1]  Pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Correspondence 
and  Shipping  of  3rd  August  last,  Mr.  Lacam  has  communicated  to  me  his 
remarks  on  the  draft  of  the  lease  of  New  Harbour,  proposed  to  be  granted 
to  him,  respecting  the  alterations  he  wished  to  have  made  therein. 

[>]  The  parts  of  the  draft  on  which  his  observations  arose  are 
marked  with  letters  from  A.  to  G :  but  upon  considering  the  whole,  in  the 
conference  1  had  with  him,  he  agrees  to  waive  all  his  objections  except  on 
the  two  following  points,  which  he  desires  may  be  submitted  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  committee,  viz., 


1.  The  dauses  which  subject  to  him  to  damages  for  not  supplying 
stores  of  quality  equal  to  the  prices  he  may  demand  for  them, 
and  for  not  allowing  ships,  in  default  of  his  supplying  stores  of 
good  quality  and  at  the  stipulated  profit,  to  procure  and  supply 
their  own  stores. 


The  clause  which  limits  his  finishing  the  docks  to  the  term  of 
7  years. 

fal  As  to  the  former  of  these  points  Mr.  Lacam  wishes  to  avoid  the 
trouble,  expence  and  uncertainty  of  an  appeal  to  a  court  of  law  upon 
every  difference,  which  may  arise,  respecting  the  quality  and  price  of  stores, 
and  to  that  end  desires  that  these  matters  may  he  referred  to  the  Governor 
General  and  Coundl,  for  the  time  being,  by  whose  determination  he  is 
willing  to  abide,  and  that  the  same  should  be  final.  It  seems  to  me  that 
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this  mode  of  determination  is  shorter  and  less  expensive,  and  will  ans 
every  purpose  of  leaving  the  parties  to  a  legal  remedy. 

[4]  As  to  the  latter  point  Mr.  Lacam  thinks  the  term  of  7  years 
short  a  period  for  subjecting  him  to  a  forfeiture  of  the  lease,  for  npt  c 
pleating  the  docks;  more  especially,  if  the  term  commences  from  the  c 
of  the  lease  in  England;  he  therefore  desires  that  he  may  be  allowed 
years  from  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  India.  It  was  Mr.  Lacam’s  wish  t] 
instead  of  being  subject  to  a  forfeiture  of  the  lease  for  not  making 
docks,  he  should  only  be  liable  to  a  pecuniary  forfeiture,  but  on  reco 
dering  the  subject,  he  does  not  make  a  point  of  it,  but  consents  to  t 
the  lease  subject  to  forfeiture,  having  the  term  enlarged.  Having  co 
dered  the  object  of  this  lease,  and  all  circumstances  attending  it,  I  d< 
think  Mr.  Lacam’s  request  an  unreasonable  one  in  substance,  and  si 
only  propose  to  vary  it  a  little  in  mode.  If  the  lease  was  to  corame 
from  its  date  in  England  a  great  part  of  the  7  years  wo 
probably  be  elapsed  before  he  could  get  to  work,  it  may  likely  be  8  0 
months  before  he  will  arrive  in  India;  and  after  he  gets  there,  as  he  h 
not  funds  of  his  own  to  proceed  in  the  work,  a  great  deal  of  time  must 
spent  in  engaging  monied  men  to  be  concerned  with  him,  or  to  give  1 
effectual  assistance  to  carry  on  the  undertaking,  and  after  this,  all  necess 
materials  and  workmen  are  to  be  collected  before  the  work  can  begin; 
all  which  matters  two  or  three  years  of  the  time  may  be  lost.  But  if 
term  of  10  years  is  to  commence  from  the  time  of  Mr.  Lacam’s  arrival 
India  it  would  be  in  his  power  entirely  to  defeat  it,  by  not  going  in  In 
at  all,  I  would  therefore  recommend  that  the  lease  should  be  executed 
India  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council  under  the  Company’s  s 
there,  and  that  the  term  of  10  years  should  commence  from  the  day 
the  date.  The  executing  the  lease  in  India  may  also  be  attended  with 
advantage  of  making  it  more  perfect,  and  freer  from  errors.  Many  thii 
may  occur  upon  the  spot  which  cannot  be  observed  here,  and  at  all  eve 
a  correct  plan  of  the  demised  premises  may  be  taken  io  be  annexed  to  1 
lease,  examined  and  authenticated  by  the  Company’s  Surveyor;  the  pis 
here,  I  believe,  have  not  been  so  examined  and  authenticated;  if  any  aite 
tions  or  additions  to  the  covenants  or  conditions  of  the  lease  should  app< 
necessary  the  Governor  General  and  Council  should  be  authorized 
make  them,  so  as  to  make  it  more  explicit  and  explanatory  as  to  the  spi 
and  meaning  of  the  lease,  which  I  conceive  to  be  that  Mr.  Lacam  shoi 
perfect  a  work  of  publick  utility,  and  in  consideration  thereof,  that 
should  have  the  protection  and  support  of  Government,  both  in  executi 
it  and  in  securing  to  him  afterwards  such  fair  advantages  as  the  propriei 
ought  to  enjoy  from  such  a  work,  subject  to  such  checks  and  controul 
may  be  necessary  to  protect  the  publick  interests.  If  the  committee  sh 
see  proper  to  have  the  lease  executed  and  the  old  pottah  surrender 
abroad  the  draft  of  the  lease,  as  agreed  to  here,  should  be  signed  by  IS 
Lacam  and  the  Company,  and  he  should  consent  that  the  Goverr 
General  and  Council  may  make  such  alterations  or  additions,  consist* 
with  the  spirit  and  meaning  thereof,  as  they  may  find  necessary  to  ma 
it  more  explicit,  and  to  guard  and  protect  the  publick  interests,  and 
should  agree  that  he  will  accept  the  lease,  so  added  to  or  altered,  and  w 
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execute  a  counterpart  thereof,  and  surrender  his  old  pottah . 

N,  R  there  are  some  blanks  in  the  draft  to  be  filled  up  by  the  committee. 

John  Smith 
57th  September  1785. 


V(c) 

At  a  Joint,  Committee  of  Conespondence  and  Shipping , 

the  yih  October  1785. 

Your  Committee  have  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  various  appli¬ 
cations  made  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Lacam,  concerning  New  Harbour  in  Bengal 
river,  and  also  the  letters  from  the  Right  Hon’ble  Lord  Sidney,  one  of 
His  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretarys  of  State,  recommending  Mr.  Lacam  to 
the  Company,  and  having  maturely  deliberated  on  the  state  of  Mr.  Lacam’s 
claims,  and  the  object  of  making  a  dock  or  docks  at  New  Harbour,  have 
settled  a  draft  of  a  lease  to  be  granted  to  Mr.  Lacam  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  dock  or  docks,  and  harbour  for  ships.  To  hold  for  the  term  of 
1,000  years  at  a  pepper  corn  rent  for  the  first  ten  years,  and  the  rent  of 
100  sicca  rupees  for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  under  cettain  restrictive 
covenants  and  agreements  to  secure  the  use  and  advantages  of  the  harbour 
and  docks  to  this  country  and  the  ancient  free  navigation  of  Channel  Creek 
to  the  public;  in  consideration  of  certain  reasonable  allowances,  to  be 
made  to  the  lessee  and  covenants,  to  prevent  the  dock  and  harbour  com¬ 
ing  into  the  hands  of  foreigners  or  being  used  by  them  without  license 
from  the  Company’s  Government  in  Bengal,  which  draft  of  a  lease  the 
Committee  submit  to  the  Court,  recommending  that  it  should  be  executed 
in  India  bv  the  Governor  General  and  Council  under  the  Company  s  sea 
there,  an/  that  it  should  be  dated  and  executed  within  twelve  months 
from  this  time  with  a  liberty  for  the  Governor  General  and  Council  t 
Lake  such  alterations  in  or  additions  to  the  covenants  and  agreemen^  m 
the  lease,  as  may  appear  necessary  to  make  it  more  exphci ;  “d  ^XP 
torv  and  the  better  to  forward  the  spirit  and  object  of  the  lease,  in  respect 
to  X  checks  and  contra*,  as  /ay  be  proper  to  protect-  the  public 
interests,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  secure  to  Mr  'he  Supimrt  of 

Government  in  executing  the  work,  and  such  future  adv^^S  “  ™ 
proprietor  of  a  public  work  ought  to  enjoy.  And  for  the  purjgse  of  P 
SnT  an  end  to  further  disputes  and  altercations,  m  this  business,  your 

recommend  that  an  £ 

Com'ram  aid  by  M?  Lacam  who  should  agree  to  surrender 
behalf  of  the  Compar  and  ^  ^deration  of  this  new  lease,  and  should 

an  ST/£  Si  Governor^  General  and  Council  may  make  such  alterations 
consent  thal  ^  ^e  c<Lsistent  with  the  spirit  and  meaning  thereof,  as 

to 

[X^”e3;  and  that^ewhl  etrecute  a  counterpart  thereol. 
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And  the  Governor  General  and  Council  should  be  ordered  to  have  th 
plan,  to  be  annexed  to  the  said  lease,  examined,  to  see  that  it  is  corre( 
and  if  not,  to  have  it  corrected  and  made  perfect. 


V(d) 

At  a  Court  of  Directors  held  on  Wednesday  the  19th  October  1785. 

The  Joint  Committee  of  Correspondence  and  Shipping  in  a  repo 
dated  the  7th  instant,  now  read,  submitting  to  the  Court  draft  of  a  lea; 
to  be  granted  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Lacam,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  doc 
or  docks  and  harbour  for  ships  in  Bengal. 

The  said  draft  was  read  and  approved. 

And  in  pursuance  of  what  is  further  recommended  in  the  said  repo 
it  was: 


Resolved  that  the  said  lease  be  executed  in  India  by  the  Govern 
General  and  Council,  under  the  Company's  seal  there. 

That  it  be  dated  and  executed  within  twelve  months  from  tl 
time,  with  a  liberty  for  the  Governor  General  and  Council  to  ma 
such  alterations  in  or  additions  to,  the  covenants  and  agreements 
the  lease,  as  may  appear  necessary,  to  make  it  more  explicit  at 
explanatory. 

That  an  approbation  of  the  draft  of  the  lease  be  signed 
triplicate  by  the  Secretary,  by  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Compai 
and  by  Mr.  Lacam  who  should  agree  to  surrender  and  give  up  ] 
old  pottah  in  consideration  of  this  new  lease,  and  should  consent  th 
the  Governor  General  and  Council  may  make  such  alterations 
additions,  consistent  with  the  spirit  and  meaning  thereof,  and  a! 
consent  to  accept  the  lease,  so  added  to  or  altered,  and  to  execute 
counterpart  thereof. 

• 

That  the  Governor  General  and  Council  be  ordered  to  have  t 
plan,  to  be  annexed  to  the  said  lease,  examined  to  see  that  it  is  corn 
and  if  not,  to  have  it  corrected  and  made  perfect. 

V(e) 


This  Indenture  made  the - Day  of - - in  the - 

year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  third,  by  the  Grace 

God  of  Great  Britain  France  and  Ireland,  King  Dei 
1  sTmontvf 1  fr der  the  Faith  etc.  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  17? 

October,  1785.  - between  the  United  Company  of  & 

chants  of  England,  trading  to  the  East  Indies  of 
one  part  and  Beniamin  Lacam,  of  the  town  of  Calcutta  in  the  provi 
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of  Bengal,  Merchant  of  the  other  part.  Witnesseth  that  for  and  in  consi¬ 
deration  of  the  surrender  of  a  certain  pottah  or  lease,  bearing  date  the 
1st  day  of  June  which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1776,  made  and  granted 
to  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam  by  the  Calcutta  Committee  of  Revenue,  for 
and  on  behalf  of  the  said  United  Company,  and  sealed  with  the  said  Com- 
^pany’s  Persian  seal  of  certain  land,  liberties  and  priviledges  therein  and 
hereinafter  mentioned,  amongst  other  things  therein  contained,  and  also, 
for  and  in  consideration  of,  the  rents,  covenants  and  agreements  herein¬ 
after  reserved,  mentioned  and  contained  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  to  be  paid, 
observed,  performed  and  kept.  The  said  United  Company  have  demised, 
leased,  set  and  to  farm,  let,  and  by  these  presents  (as  far  as  they  lawfully 
may  or  can)  do  demise,  lease,  set  to  farm,  let  unto  the  said  Benjamin 
Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns.  All  that  piece  or  parcel 


of  jungle  or  rough  land  situate,  lying  and  being  at  Channel  Creek  in  the 
Sunderbunds  in  the  said  province  of  Bengal,  being  part  or  parcel  of  the 
said  United  Company's  lands,  commonly  called  the  24  Purgunnahs,  con¬ 
taining  by  admeasurement  300  acres  of  land;  about  one  half  of  which,  said 
piece  or  parcel  of  land,  lies  on  the  south  east  side  of  Corrollea  Creek  in 
Barratulla  River  or  Channel  Creek,  and  the  other  half  thereof  on  the 
north  east  side  of  the  same  creek.  As  the  same  is  more  particular!) 


delineated  and  described  in  that  part  of  the  plan  or  map,  hereunto  annexed, 
stained  green,  with  full  and  free  liberty,  power  and  authority  to  and  for 
him  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns 
to  clear  the  said  ground  and  to  make  such  erections  and  buildings  thereon, 
as  he  shall  think  fit,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an  harbour  for  the 
reception  of  ships,  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  New  Harbour,  with  such 
docks,  ways,  wharfs,  pier,  heads,  mooring  places  and  other  conveniences 
as  shall  be  useful  for  the  building  and  repairing  of  ships,  and  for  their 
loading  and  unloading  and  laying  in  safety,  together  with  such  houses  of 
habitation,  warehouses  and  other  buildings  as  he  or  they  shall  think  fit; 
and  also  full  and  free  liberty,  power  and  authority  to  and  for  him  the 
said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  to  do  all 
and  every  such  matters  and  things  as  he  shall  think  fit  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  and  convenience  of  the  said  harbour,  and  for  the  use  of  shipping 
resorting  thereto,  in  that  part  of  the  said  creek  adjoining  to  the  said  land, 
and  included  within  the  red  lines  drawn  upon  the  said  plan,  hereunto 
annexed,  from  a  point  marked  (G)  below  Corrollea  Creek,  at  the  d^tancc 
of  a  mile  and  a  quarter,  bearing  from  the  flag  staff  south-west  and  by  the 
south  to  the  shore  north  of  Corrollea  Creek,  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile 
from  the  entrance  of  it;  and  by  another  line  drawn  from  the  point  of  the 
north  west  bank  of  Corrollea  Creek,  intersecting  the  former  line  to  a  point 
above  CorrolUa  Creek  marked  (D),  at  die  distance  of 
aid  creek,  with  liberty  to  appropriate  the  whole  >P»«  “Pon 
River  or  Channel  Creek,  lying  between  the  said  red  lines  and  the  shore. 
To  the  uses  and  purposes  of  the  said  harbour,  butneverthdesssavir, 
reserving  to  all  and  every  persons  whatsoever,  the  free  use  of  the  sa 
creek  and  water,  and  of?U  and  every  other 

hevond  the  same,  for  the  passing  and  repassing  of  all  and  every  boats  ana 
vessels,  with  liberty  to  remain  their,  [there],  and  to  get  wood  and  water , 
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in  like  manner,  as  the  said  places  have  been  heretofore  used  by  country 
boats  and  vessels.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  land  with  the  appurt’s 
and  all  and  every  the  liberties,  powers  and  authorities  herein  before  men¬ 
tioned  unto  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  and 
assigns,  from  the  35th  day  of  December  now  next  ensuing,  for  and  during 
and  unto  the  full  end  and  term  of  1,000  \ears  from  thence  next  ensuino 

*  o  * 

and  fully  to  be  compleat  and  ended.  Yielding  and  pacing  therefore  yearly 
and  every  year,  during  the  said  term,  unto  the  said  United  Company,  their 
successors  or  assigns,  the  respective  yearly  rent  hereinafter  mentioned, 
(that  is  to  say)  for  the  first  xo  years,  of  the  said  term,  the  yearly  rent  of 
one  pepper  corn  only  and  for  the  residue  oi  the  said  term  the  yearly  rent  or 
sum  of  100  rupees,  which  said  several  yearly  rents  shall  be  respectively  paid 
on  the  55th  day  of  December  in  every  year,  to  the  proper  officer,  of  the 
said  United  Company,  appointed  to  collect  and  receive  the  said  United 
Company's  rents,  at  his  house  or  office  at  Calcutta,  aforesaid  or  at  such 
other  place  where  he  shall  reside  or  be  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and 
receiving  rents,  due  and  payable  to  the  said  United  Company  for,  or  in 
respect  of  the  district  of  land  called  the  24  purgunnahs;  and  the  same 
shall  be  paid  free  of  and  without  any  deduction,  defalcation  or  abatement 
on  any  account  or  pretence  whatsoever.  And  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam 
for  himself,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  doth  covenant,  pro¬ 
mise  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  United  Company,  their  successors  and 
assigns,  by  these  presents,  in  manner  and  form,  following  (that  is  to  say) 
that  he  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns 
shall  and  will,  well  and  truly,  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  unto  the  said  United 
Company,  their  successors  or  assigns,  the  several  and  respective  yearly 
rents,  herein  before  mentioned  and  reserved  for  the  said  premises,  yearly 
and  every  year,  at  the  time  and  place  and  in  manner  and  form,  herein¬ 
before  mentioned,  without  making  any  deduction,  defalcation  or  abatement 
on  any  account  or  pretence  whatsoever.  And  also  that,  he  the  said  Ben¬ 
jamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  shall  and  will,  at 
his  or  their  own  proper  costs  and  charges,  within  the  space  of  10  years, 
from  the  day  of  the  date  of  these  presents,  make,  construct  and  compleat, 
in  and  upon  [some]  proper  and  convenient  part  or  portion  of  the  land, 

hereby  demised,  mentioned  or  intended,  so  to  be  one 
To  be  dated  within  dry  dock  at  the  least  in  all  respects  proper  and  suffi- 
1*  memths  from  7th  cient  for  the  reception,  refitting  and  repairing  of  any 
dot,  17  5.  0j  His  Majesty’s  ships  of  war  of  74  guns,  and  of  any 

of  the  ships  belonging  to  or  in  the  employ  of  the  said  United  Company, 
and  from  and  after  the  finishing  and  compleating  the  same  shall  and  will, 
at  all  times,  for  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  term,  hereby  demised, 
at  his  and  their  own  proper  costs  and  charges,  well  and  sufficiently  repair, 
amend  and  keep  the  same  and  every  of  them  in,  by  and  withall,  and  all 
manner  of  needful  and  necessary  repairs  and  amendments  whatsoever,  so 
that  the  sa[me]  may  at  all  times  be  in  proper  and  sufficient  condition  for 
the  rece[ption],  refitting  and  repairing  such  ships  as  aforesaid,  and  shall 
not  [nor],  will,  erect,  or  make  or  cause  or  permit  to  be  erected  and  made 
any  building  or  other  work,  whereby  the  said  dock  or  docks  shall  or  may 
be  rendered  unfit  to  receive,  refit  and  repair  such  ships  [as]  aforesaid. 
And  also,  that  he  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators 
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and  assigns  shall  and  will,  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  limes  durim-  the 
commence  of  the  satd  term  (except  [only]  during  such  time  as  the°  dry 

miring  °  j36  made  up0n  tiie  said  Premises>  shall  be  necessarily  re¬ 

pairing)  admit  and  receive  into  the  dock  or  docks,  to  be  made  in  or  upon 

he  said  premises,  within  the  said  term  of  ,o  years,  or  at  any  subsequent 
time  or  times  as  the  same  shall  become  vacant  [or]  empty;  any  of  His 
Majesty  s  ships  of  war  which  can  get  into  the  said  dock  or  docks',  and  all 
ships  belonging  to  and  in  the  employ  of  the  said  United  Company,  then 
and  there  to  be  refitted  and  repaired  upon  payment  to  the  said  Benjamin 
Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  or  to  his  or  their  servants, 
ot  such  and  the  like  rales  and  customs  as  at  that  time  shall  be  paid  for 
entering  and  continuing  in  the  said  United  Company’s  dock,  at  Bombay; 
and  that  at  all  times  His  Majesty’s  ships  of  war  and  the  ships  belonging 
to  or  in  the  employ  of  the  said  United  Company  shall,  in  all  cases,  be 
entitled  to  have  and  shall  have  a  preference  of  any  other  ship  or  vessel 
whatsoever.  And  in  order  to  prevent  extravagant  charges  in  the  repairing 
and  refitting  of  ships  and  vessels,  in  and  upon  the  docks  and  ways,  to  be 
made  upon  the  said  demised  premises  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam  for  him¬ 
self,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  doth  hereby  covenant, 
piomise  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  United  Company,  their  successors 
and  assigns,  that  he  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administra¬ 
tors  and  assigns  shall  not  nor  will  at  any  time  ask,  demand,  require  or 
take  for  any  stores  or  materials  to  be  used  in  the  repairing  or  refitting  am 
ship  or  vessel  whatsoever,  for  which  the  said  docks  or  ways  shall  be  used, 
any  payment  or  price  exceeding  so  per  cent  over  and  beyond  the  ordinary 
market  price  or  value,  at  that  time,  of  the  like  stores  or  materials  at  the 
town  of  Calcutta  in  the  said  province  of  Bengal.  And  if  the  said  Benja¬ 
min  Lacam  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  shall  refuse  to  repair 
and  refit  the  said  ships  or  vessels,  and  to  supply  such  stores  and  materials 
as  he  shall  be  possessed  of  or  shall  require,  and  take  any  such  payment 
price,  exceeding  so£  per  cent  over  and  beyond  such  ordinary  market 
pri[ce]  as  aforesaid,  then,  and  in  such  case,  he  or  they  shall  and  will  pay 
to  the  said  United  Company  and  their  successors  or  assigns,  as  and  for 
damages,  double  the  value  of  such  extra  sum,  so  to  be  paid  to  or  received 
by  him  or  them,  and  the  sum  of  10,000  rupees  for  every  refusal  to  repair 
and  re[fit]  a  ship;  the  said  respective  damages  to  be  accounted  for  and 
paid  by  the  said  United  Company  to  the  party  or  parties  aggrieved,  after 
deducting  the  cost  and  charges  of  recovering  the  same,  [provided]  always 
nevertheless,  and  it  is  hereby  agreed,  by  and  between  the  said  parties  to 
these  presents,  that  if  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  adminis¬ 
trators  or  assigns,  at  any  time,  [shall]  not  supply  or  be  able  to  supply 
stores  and  materials  for  repairing  and  refitting  of  ships  and  vessels,  in  and 
upon  the  said  docks  and  ways,  of  as  good  quality  and  as  fit  for  the  uses 
and  purposes,  for  which  they  shall  be  wanted,  to  be  used  and  applied  as 
can  or  may,  at  that  time,  be  got  at  the  said  town  of  Calcutta.  [Then], 
and  in  such  case  as  to  such  stores  or  materials  as  cannot  or  shall  not  be 
supplied  by  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  or 
assigns,  of  such  good  quality  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  the  owners,  masters  and  commanders  of  such  ships  and  vessels; 
and  they  shall  be  at  liberty  to  procure  and  use  their  own  stores  and 
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materials,  in  and  about  the  repairing  and  rehtting  the  said  ships  and 
vessels,  in  and  upon  the  said  docks  and  ways;  and  such  stores  and  mate¬ 
rials  shall  be  used  and  employed  according!},  without  making  any  pay¬ 
ment  or  allowance  in  respect  thereof,  to  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his 
executors,  administrators  or  assigns.  And  if  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam 
his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  shall  not  permit  such  ships,  vessels 
to  be  repaired  and  refitted,  in  and  upon  the  said  docks  and  ways,  and  to 
procure  and  use  their  own  stores  and  materials  in  default  of  his  or  their 
supplying  the  same,  of  such  good  quality  as  aforesaid,  then,  and  in  such 
case,  he  or  they  shall  and  will  pay  to  the  said  United  Company,  as  and  for 
damages,  the  sum  of  so  per  cent,  upon  the  computed  value  of  such  stores 
and  materials  as  shall  be  wanted  for  such  repairs  and  refitting  as  aforesaid, 
such  damage  to  be  accounted  for  and  paid  by  the  said  United  Company 
to  the  party  or  parties  aggrieved,  after  deducting  the  costs  and  charges  of 
recovering  the  same,  provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  declared  and 
agreed,  by  and  between  the  said  parties  to  these  presents,  that  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  His  Majesty  and  his  successors,  officers  and  ser¬ 
vants,  and  to  and  for  the  said  United  Company  and  their  successors,  officers 
and  servants  and  to  and  for  the  owners  and  captains  of  any  Europe  ship 
or  ships,  to  be  freighted  to  or  employed  by  the  said  United  Company  to 
supply,  buy  or  procure,  as  they  shall  think  fit,  all  and  every,  the  stores  and 
materials  to  be  used  and  employed  by  them  in  the  repairing  and  refitting 
any  such  ships  belonging  to  or  employed  by  them  as  aforesaid,  in  any  of 
the  dry  docks  or  upon  the  ways  to  be  made  upon  the  said  premises,  and 
shall  not  be  obliged  or  compellabfle]  to  take  such  stores  or  materials  from 
the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  or  to 
make  any  payment  or  allowance  to  him  or  them  in  respect  of  using  or 
procuring  their  own  stores  and  materials.  And  in  order  to  prevent  the 
great  trouble  and  expence  which  may  arise  to  the  parties  by  resorting  to 
a  court  of  law,  upon  disputes  respecting  [the]  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his 
executors,  administrators  or  assigns  refusing  to  repair  and  refit  ships  or 
to  supply  them  with  stores  and  materials,  or  respecting  the  goodness  and 
quality  of  such  stores  and  materials;  it  is  hereby  covenanted,  concluded 
and  agreed,  by  and  between  the  parties  to  these  presents,  that  when,  and 
so  often,  as  any  dispute  or  question  shall  arise  between  the  said  Benjamin 
-  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  and  any  other  person  or 
perfsons]  under  the  covenants,  herein  before  contained,  respecting  his  being 
liable  to  such  damages  as  aforesaid,  for  requiring  or  taking  payment  for 
stores  or  materials  of  any  price  exceeding  20  per  cent  beyond  the  markett 
price  thereof  at  Calcutta,  or  for  not  permitting  persons  to  use  their  own 
stores  and  materials  in  default  of  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors, 
administrators  or  assigns  supply  the  same  of  such  good  quality  as  herein¬ 
before  is  mentioned,  or  of  his  being  liable  to  the  said  penalty  of  10,000 
rupees  for  refusing  to  repair  and  refit  any  ship  or  ships,  all  and  every  such 
disputes  and  questions  shall  be  referred  and  enquired  into  and  determined 
by  the  Governor  General  and  Council  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal  afore¬ 
said,  or  by  such  other  person  or  persons  who,  for  the  time  being,  shall 
have  the  supreme  government  and  management  of  the  said  United  Com¬ 
pany’s  possessions  and  affairs  in  Bengal,  whose  determination  thereon  shall 
be  final  and  conclusive  to  all  the  contending  parties,  and  the  said  Govern- 
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or  General  and.  Council  or  such  other  person  or  persons  having  the 
supreme  government  as  aforesaid  shall  be  at  liberty  to  award  costs  to 
either  party  in  respect  of  such  disputes,  and  in  case  they  shall  acquit  and 
discharge  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns 
of  any  breach  of  the  covenants  aforesaid,  he  and  they  shall,  from  thence 
forth,  stand  acquitted  and  discharged  of  the  complaint  made  against  him 
accordingly,  and  if  they  shall  find  him  or  them  ghilty  of  any  breach  or 
breaches  of  the  said  covenants  or  either  of  them,  he  or  they  shall,  pay  the 
damages  and  penalties  aforesaid,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  said  Governor 
General  ana  Council  or  such  other  person  or  persons,  as  aforesaid,  having 
the  suprerhe  government  at  Bengal,  within  7  days  after  their  order  or 
determination  thereon  shall  be  made.  And  in  case  any  person  or  persons 
concerned  or  interested  in  *  such  disputes  or  questions,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
refuse,  upon  reasonable  notice,  to  attend  the  said  Governor  General  and 
Council  or  such  other  person  or  persons  having  the  supreme  government, 
as  aforesaid,  to  make  [out  any  complaint  or  answer  or  defend  any 
complaint,]  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Governor  General  and  Council  or 
such  other  person  or  persons  having  the  supreme  government,  as  aforesaid, 
to  make  their  order  and  determination  ex  parte,  and  the  same  shall  be  as 
binding  and  conclusive  as  if  all  parties  had  attended  and  been  fully  heard, 
and  no  suit  or  suits  at  law  shall  be  brought  respecting  any  of  the  matters 
aforesaid,  until  after  such  reference  shall  have  been  made,  unless  the  said 
referrees  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  determine  the  matter  in  dispute,  for  the 
space  of  2  months  next,  after  notice  thereof,  and  being  required  by  either 
party  to  determine  the  same,  and  it  is  hereby  agreed  that,  in  case  of  any 
difference  in  opinion  of  the  said  Governor  General  and  Council,  or  such 
other  person  or  persons  having  the  supreme  government,  [as]  aforesaid, 
respecting  any  question  or  dispute  referred  to  them,  the  same  shall  be 
determined  by  the  majority  of  votes  or  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  presiding 
member,  in  like  manner  as  all  matters  of  government  are  to  be  determined 
by  them,  and  such  determination  shall  be  as  valid  and  binding  as  if  they 
had  all  concurred  therein. 

And  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  adminis¬ 
trators  and  assigns,  doth  hereby  further  covenant,  promise  and  agree  to  and 
with  the  said  United  Company,  their  successors  and  assigns,  in  manner  and 
form  following,  (that  is  to  say)  that  he  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  execu¬ 
tors,  administrators  or  assigns  shall  not,  nor  will,  at  any  time  during  the 
term  hereby  demised,  land  or  bring,  or  cause,  procure  or  suffer  any  stares 
or  materials  for  building,  repairing  or  fitting  of  ships  or  vessels,  or  any  other 
goods  or  merchandizes  whatsoever,  liable  to  any  [duties}*  to  be  landed  or 
brought  to  any  part  of  the  said  demised  premises  until  the^  same  shall  have 
been  first  entered  at  the  Custom  House  at  Calcutta,  and  paid  the  duties  due 
to  Government,  and  been  duly  and  legally  imported  into  the  said  province 
of  Bengal,  nor  shall  or  will  ship  or  cause,  procure  or  suffer  any  goods  or 
'  merchandize  whatsoever,  subject  to  the  payment  of  any  duty  to  Government 
at  Calcutta  to  be  shipped  or  exported  from  the  said  demised  premises  or  any 
part  thereof,  unless  such  goods  shall  first  be  duly  entered  at  the  Custom 
House  at  Calcutta,  and  the  duties  thereon  shall  first  be  paid,  and  m  case 
any  thing  shall  happen  to  be  done  in  breach  of  this  covenant,  the  said 
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Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  shall  pay  damages 
to  the  said  United  Company  or  their  successors  as  herein  after  is  mentioned, 
to  wit  in  respect  of  goods,  liable  to  duty,  landed  or  brought  to  the  said 
demised  premises,  or  shipped  or  exported  from  thence,  at  and  after  [thence], 
of  double  the  amount  of  such  duty,  and  also  the  sum  of  5000  rupees,  over 
and  above  such  double  duty,  for  and  in  respect  of  every  such  breach.  And 
also,  that  he  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  and 
assigns  shall  not,  nor  will  erect  any  work  or  do  any  act  which  shall  or  may 
obstruct  or  hinder  the  free  use  of  Channel  Creek  or  other  creeks  or  nullahs, 
near  or  adjoining  thereto,  by  ships,  vessels  and  boats,  in  the  same  manner 
as  they  have  heretofore  used  the  same.  Nor  shall  or  will  demand  or  require 
to  be  paid  any  toll,  harbour  rate,  imposition  or  payment  whatsoever,  in 
respect  of  the  said  ships,  vessels  and  boats  passing  the  said  space  of  water 
herein  before  mentioned,  to  lye  between  the  said  red  lines  and  the  shore  or 
other  creeks  and  nullahs  aforesaid,  or  in  respect  of  their  using  the  same  as 
places  of  safety  or  for  the  getting  wood  and  water,  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  always  passed  and  resorted  thereto  and  used  the  same,  unless  such 
boats  and  vessels  shall  apply  for,  and  in  consequence  such  application  shall 
receive  any  benefit  in  the  use  of  the  works  which  have  been  or  shall  be 
erected  by  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns, 
in  which  ca[se]  he  or  they  shall  receive  such  payment  as  shall  have  been 
previously  settled  and  ascertained  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council  of 
Fort  William  in  Bengal,  or  by  such  other  person  or  persons  who,  for  the 
time  being,,  shall  have  the  supreme  government  and  management  of  the  said 
United  Company’s  possessions  and  affairs  in  Bengal.  And  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  and 
assigns  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  works  to  be  .erected  and  made  by  him, 
both  upon  land  and  in  the  said  space  of  water  allotted  for  the  said  harbour, 
and  to  secure  to  him  a  reasonable  payment  from  ships,  vessels,  and  boats, 
for  such  benefit  as  they  may  receive  from  the  said  works,  and  also  to  secure 
the  free  use  of  the  said  creeks  and  nullahs  to  such  ships,  vessels  and  boats, 
in  like  manner  as  they  have  heretofore  enjoyed  the  same,  and  to  secure  them 
from  any  exorbitant  demands,  rates  or  impositions,  in  respect  or  under 
pretence  of  any  benefits  derived  to  them  from  the  said  works,  it  is  hereby 
mutually  covenanted,  declared  and  agreed,  by  and  between  the  said  parties 
to  these  presents,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal  aforesaid,  for  the  time 
being,  or  for  such  other  person  or  persons  to  whom,  for  the  time  being, 
the  supreme  governing  and  management  of  the  said  United  Company’s 
possessions  and  affairs  in  Bengal  shall  be  committed,  to  make  and  establish 
such  orders,  rules  and  regulations  as  they  shall  think  fit,  respecting  the  use 
to  be  made  of  the  said  creeks,  nullahs,  and  waters,  by  ships,  vessels  and 
boats  of  all  descriptions  resorting  thereto,  so  as  on  the  one  hand  to  protect 
the  works  and  business  [of  the]  said  harbour  from  being  obstructed,  or 
the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  from 
being  deprived  of  the  benefit  and  advantage  reasonable]  to  be  expected 
to  arise  therefrom,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  protect  ships,  vessels  and 
boats  from  being  hindefred]  and  obstructed  in  their  ancient  and  reasonable 
free  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  said  waters,  creeks,  and  nullahs;  and  also 
to'settle  and  ascertain  the  prices  and  rates  of  payment  to  be  made  by  ships, 
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vessels  and  boats  for  such  benefit  as  they  may  receive  upon  their  own 
requisition  for  the  said  works.  And  the  same  o[rders],  rules  and  regulations, 
prices  and  rates  to  revoke  [  ],  alter  and  add  to,  from  time  to  time, 

as  shall  be  expedient,  all  which  said  orders,  rules  and  regulations  he 
the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
shall  and  will,  well  and  truly,  abide  by,  observe,  and  perform,  according 
to  the  true  inte[nt]  and  meaning  thereof.  And  shall  and  will  pay  such 
forfeitures  and  penalties,  as  shall  be  stipulated,  to  be  inflicted  and  paid 
for  the  breach  or  nonobservance  thereof,  in  all  cases  wherein  any  penalty 
or  forfeiture]  shall  be  appointed,  and  shall  and  will,  at  all  times,  observe 
and  pay  due  obedience  to  all  such  rules  and  regulations,  orders  and  direc¬ 
tions  as  shall  or  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  made  and  given,  in  and  about 
or  concerning  the  premises,  by  the  said  Governor  General  and  Council  or 
such  other  person  or  persons,  as  aforesaid,  having  the  supreme  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Presidency  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  who,  it  is  hereby  agreed, 
shall  be  at  liberty,  from  time  to  time,  to  oversee  and  controul,  and  that 
they  shall  have  full  and  compleat  superintendence  over  the  proceedings  of 
all  persons  in  and  about  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  said  creeks,  nullahs 
and  waters.  And  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  execu¬ 
tors,  administrators  and  assigns  doth  further  covenant],  promise  and  agree 
to  and  with  the  said  United  Company,  their  successors  and  assigns  by  these 
presents,  in  mafnner]  and  form  following,  that  is  to  say,  that  he  the  said 
Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  shall  not,  nor 
will  permit  the  said  harbor  [to  be]  resorted  to  or  used  by,  or  do  any 
repairs  or  supply  necessaries  for  any  ships  or  vessels  whatsoever,  belong¬ 
ing]  to  any  European  or  American  prince  or  state,  or  to  the  subject  of 
any  European  or  American  prince  or  state,  other  than,  and  except  the  ships 
and  vessels  of  our  sovereign  Lo[rd]  King,  and  of  the  said  United  Company 
and  other  British  subjects,  without  having  previously  obtained,  m writing, 
the  express  license,  consent,  approbation  and  permission  [of]  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal  or  such  other  person  or 
persons  who,  for  the  t[ime]  being,  shall  have  the  supreme  governing  and 
management  of  the  said  United  Company’s  possessions  and  affairs  m 
Bengal,  either  generally  for  ships  or  vessels  belonging  [to]  subjects  of  any 
such  state  or  specially  for  the  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to  any  individual, 
S£r  Si  not,  Ste  I  prohibition  received  iron,  the  «d  Govern *”* 
Council  or  such  other  person  or  persons,  as  aforesaid,  admit  such  sh  p 
vessels;  or  give  them  any  aid  or  assistance  whatsoever  nor  shalL  or 
sell,  assign,  transfer,  make  over  or  part  with  these  presents  or  the 
hbities  aid  privileges  hereby  granted,  or  any 

estate  or  interest  therein;  or  grant  any  under  lease  hereof,  OT  «y  P 

iWpnf  for  all  or  any  part  of  the  said  term,  or  by  any  way  or  means 
thereof,  tor  y  P  power  or  controul  over  the  same 

whatsoever  give  any  mt[erestj  m  or  any  pu  .  g»biects  of 

tn  anv  nerson  or  persons  whatsoever,  not  being  a  subject  or  suDjects  or 

GreatyBPrh?n  Vd  in  order  that  the  said  Company  may  from  time  to 

rime  knoi  who  are  the  owners  and  proprietors  of  the  said  harbour,  docks 

and ’ways  and  otter ,  *e  premises  hereby ^ 

Lacam  for  himself,  his  h^nrs,  the  said  United  Company, 

STS  23£  itny^mlt  transfer  of  these  presents  and  the 
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►remises  hereby  [granted],  or  any  part  thereof  shall  be  made  to  an}  person 
>r  persons  whatsoever,  such  transfer  or  assignment  shall  be  registered  in  the 
ffice  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council  of  Fort  William 
a  Bengal,  aforesaid.  And  such  register  shall  be  evidence  from  time  to  time, 
hew  to  whom  these  presents  shall  belong,  and  the  persons  whose  names 
hall  be  so  registered,  shall  be  liable  to  all  the  covenants  and  agreements 
lerein  contained,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his 
executors,  administrators  or  assigns.  And  the  said  United  Company  for 
hemselves,  their  successors  and  assigns,  do  hereby  [covenant,]  promise  and 
tgree  to  and  with  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators 
md  assigns  that  the  [said]  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators 
ind  [assigns],  paying  the  rent  and  performing  the  covenants  [and]  agree- 
nents  herein  before  reserved  and  contained,  on  their  parts  or  behalfs  to  be 
;>aid,  observed,  performed],  fulfilled  and  kept,  shall  and  may  have  hold, 
possess]  and  enjoy,  to  and  for  his  and  their  own  use  [and]  uses,  all  and 
ivery,  the  premises,  liberties,  powers  and  authorities]  herein  beforemen- 
:ioned,  and  hereby  granted  without  any  lawful  let  or  hindrance  of,  or  by  the 
aid  United  Company,  their  successors  or  assigns  or  of  or  by  any  other  person 
and  persons  claiming  or  to  claim,  by,  from  or  under  the  United  Company, 
provided  always  nevertheless.  [And]  these  presents  are  upon  this  express 
condition  that  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators, 
assigns  shall  not  make  and  compleat  such  dock  [or  docks  as]  aforesaid, 
within  the  space  of  ten  years,  from  the  [day]  [  ]  the  date  of  these  presents. 
Or  if  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  do 
[order]  [or]  permit  the  said  harbor  to  be  resorted  to  or  used  by,  or  do  any 
repairs,  or  supply  any  necessaries  for  any  ship  or  vessels  whatsoever,  belong¬ 
ing  to  any  European  or  American  prince  or  state,  or  to  the  subjects  of  any 
European  or  Amefrican]  prince  or  state,  other  than  and  except  the  ships 
and  vessels  of  our  sovereign  the  King,  and  if  the  said  United  Company 
[and]  other  British  subjects,  without  having  previously  obtained  in  writing 
the  express  license,  consent,  approbation  and  permission  of  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  or  such  other  person  or 
persons  who,  for  the  lime  being,  shall  have  the  supreme  governing  and 
management  of  the  said  United  Company's  possessions]  and  affairs  in 
Bengal,  for  that  purpose  or  after  such  prohibition  received  as  aforesaid — 
or  if  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  do 
or  shall  sell,  assign,  transfer,  make  over  or  part  with  these  presents  or  the 
premises,  liberties  and  privileges  hereby  granted,  or  [any]  part  thereof, 
or  any  share,  estate  or  interest  therein,  or  do  or  shall  grant  any  under 
lease  thereof,  for  any  part  of  the  said  term,  or  by  any  way  or  means 
whatsoever,  give  any  interest  in  or  any  power  or  controul  over  the  same 
to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  not  being  subjects  of  Great  Britain, 
then,  and  in  any  or  either  of  the  cases  aforesaid,  the  term  and  estate 
hereby  granted  to  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam,  his  executors,  administrators 
and  assigns  shall  cease,  determine  and  become  absolutely  void  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  as  if  these  presents  had  never  been  made. 
And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  United  Company  to  enter  into  and  take 
possession  of  the  buildings  and  works  upon  the  said  land  and  prefmises] , 
and  to  hold  and  keep  the  same,  for  their  own  use  [and]  benefit,  these  pre¬ 
sent's  or  any  thing  herein  contain [ed]  [to]  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise 
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notwithstanding.  In  witness  whereof,  to  one  part  of  these  present 
indentures]  remaining  with  the  said  Benjamin  Lacam  the  Governor 
General  and  Council  of  the  Presidency  of  Fort  William,  in  Bengal,  have 
caused  the  seal  of  the  said  United  [Company]  to  be  affixed,  and  to  the 
other  part  thereof  remaining]  with  the  United  Company  the  said 
Benjamin  Lacam  hath  set  his  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  firfst] 
above  written. 

Examined. 


/ 


NOTES 


LETTERS  FROM  COURT 


1 — i  January  ijSa. 

1.  The  late  Act  (p.  1) — i.e.,  Act  of  21  Geo.  3.  Cap.  70  Sec.  27. 
assed  in  1781.  The  Statutes  at  Large  from  the  Twentieth  Year  of  the 
leign  of  King  George  the  Third  to  the  Twenty-fifth  Year  of  the  Reign 
f  King  George  the  Third,  inclusive.  Vol.  XIV.  (India  Board),  pp.  142-5. 

2.  Mir  Burkut  Ulla  and  Gullum  Muckdum  (p.  1) — Mir  Barkatul- 
ah  and  Gulam  Makdum  were  the  muftis  of  Patna.  They  and  the 
jazi  Saadi  were  directed  by  the  Patna  Council  to  divide  the  property 
)f  Shahbaz  Beg  Khan,  a  Muslim  adventurer  at  Patna,  between  his 
widow  Nadira  Begum  and  his  nephew  Bahadur  Beg.  The  qazi  and  the 
muftis  proposed  that  the  inheritance  should  be  divided  into  four  shares, 
of  which  three  should  go  to  the  nephew  and  one  to  the  widow.  This 
was  accepted  by  the  Patna  Council.  But  soon  after  the  division  Nadira 
Begum  instituted  a  suit  in  the  Supreme  Court  against  Bahadur  Beg,  the 
qazi  and  the  two  muftis,  “for  assault,  battery,  trespass  and  imprison¬ 
ment”,  alleging  that  she  had  been  expelled  from  the  house  in  which  she 
was  living  and  treated  with  considerable  indignity.  She  claimed  600,000 
sicca  rupees  as  damages.  The  accused  were  arrested  by  order  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  fined  300,000  sicca  rupees  with  9,000  rupees  costs. 
As  they  were  unable  to  pay  the  heavy  damages  they  were  confined  in 
the  common  goal  at  Calcutta. 

This  case  came  to  be  known  as  the  Patna  Cause.  It  was  one  of  the 
causes  of  the  quarrel  between  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Council,  and 
it  ‘formed  the  second  article  of  the  impeachment  against  Impey. 


For  a  full  account  of  the  case  read.  Sir  J.  Fitz  James  Stephen,  The 
Story  of  Nuncomar  and  the  Impeachment  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  Vol.  II, 
Chap  XII*  G  W  Forrest,  Selections  from  the  State  Papers  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernors  General  of  India,  Vol.  I,  pp.  203-208;  Original  Consultation 
(Home  Department,  Public)  25  August  1J&2,  No.  2.  Public  Miscella¬ 
neous  Letters  from  Court ,  1788-9.  pp-  112-26. 


LETTERS  FROM  COURT 


No.  2 — 25  January  1782. 

1.  Letter  from  Ragobah  (p.  7) — In  1779  Raghunathrao  (Rago- 
bah)  sent  a  deputation  to  the  King  of  England  over  the  heads  of  the 
Indian  authorities,  requesting  strong  military  help  to  retrieve  his  fallen 
fortunes.  The  deputation  consisted  of  his  trusted  Brahman  agent, 
Hanumantrao  (of  Rajapur)  and  a  Parsi  assistant,  Maniar.  They 
returned  after  one  year  without  achieving  anything.  G.S.  Sardesai, 
New  History  of  the  Marathas,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  134-5. 

2.  Agents  or  messengers  (p.  7) — This  happens  to  be  the  first 
journey  of  the  Hindus  overseas  during  modern  times.  For  an  account  of 
how  Raghunathrao’s  agents  fared  in  England  see  Burke’s  letter  to  him, 
dated  the  end  of  1783,  published  in  Sardesai  op.  cit Vol.  III.  pp.  125-6* 
and  126  rc. 

3.  Mr.  Bolts  (p.  7) — William  Bolts,  a  Dutchman,  was  “an  ambi¬ 
tious  and  discontented  servant  of  the  Honourable  East  India  Com¬ 
pany”,  who  resigned  the  Company’s  service  in  1766  and  founded  in  1775 
the  Austrian  “Imperial  Company  of  Trieste  for  the  Commerce  of  Asia.” 
It  came  to  an  end  in  1785,  “entirely  through  Bolts  being  too  much 
carried  away  by  the  dashing  speculative  spirit  characteristic  of  the 
intellectual  Company  promotor.”  Bird  wood,  A  Report  on  the  Old 
Records  of  the  India  Office,  p.  32  n.  William  Bolts  wrote  the  Considera¬ 
tions  on  Indian  Affairs  (3  Volumes),  1772-1775.  See  N.  L.  Hall  ward, 
William  Bolts . 

4.  The  representation  of  Count  Belgioioso  (p.  7) — Count  Bel- 
gioioso,  the  Viennese  Minister  in  London,  addressed  a  strong  represen¬ 
tation  to  Lord  Hillsborough,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Northern  Depart¬ 
ment,  in  November  1781  against  the  seizure  and  destruction  of  the 
Austrian  ship  La  Vienne  near  Madras,  and  also  against  the  treatment 
accorded  by  the  Governor-General  and  Council  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
William  Bolts  and  his  expedition.  Lord  Hillsborough  therefore  asked 
the  Directors  for  detailed  information  on  the  subject  of  these  complaints 
in  order  to  be  able  to  give,  without  delay,  as  satisfactory  an  answer  as 
possible  to  Count  Belgioioso.  N.  L.  Hall  ward,  op.  citjp  p.  188-9. 

5.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bateman  (p.  8) — Served  as  Civil  Paymaster,  Col¬ 
lector  of  Chittagong,  Chief  of  Chittagong  factory  and  Superintendent 
of  Import  Warehouse.  In  1784  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  became  Foreman  of  the  Grand  Jury  in  1790,  Index 
to  the  Press  List  of  the  Public  Department  Records ,  1748-1800. 

* 

6.  Military  Fund  (p.  9) — It  was  opened  by  Lord  Clive  in  1766 
for  invalids  in  the  Company’s  service  and  for  the  widows  of  such  as 
may  have  lost  their  lives  in  it.  He  appropriated  to  it  five  lakhs  of 

■  rupees,  the  legacy  left  to  him  by  Mir  Jafar.  Press  List  of  Ancient 
Records  obtained  from  Indm  Office ,  1760- 1769. 
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7.  Meer  Saib  mortally  wounded  (p.  17) — Mir  Sahib  an  able  gene¬ 
ral  of  Haidar  Ali  was  chosen  to  lead  the  cavalry  against  General 
Stuart  in  the  battle  of  Porto  Novo  1781.  He  was  struck  by  a  round  shot 
from  one  of  the  English  ships,  and  not  only  was  he  killed  but  his  troops 
suffered  severely  from  the  naval  guns.  Innes,  History  of  the  Bengal 
European  Regiment ,  p.  262. 

8.  Colonel  Pearse  (p.  17) — Colonel  T.  D.  Pearse  played  a  small 
but  significant  part  in  the  annals  of  the  18th  century.  In  1770  he  was 
stationed  at  Monghyr;  and  in  1773  at  Fort  William.  In  1781  he  com¬ 
manded  the  detachment  sent  by  Warren  Hastings,  from  Bengal,  for  the 
help  of  General  Sir  Eyre  Coote  against  Haidar  Ali.  Colonel  Pearse’s 
force  covered  one  thousand  miles  and  joined  Sir  Eyre  Coote  at  Pulicat. 
Pearse’s  ingenuity  consisted  in  eluding  Tipu  who  had  been  sent  by 
Haidar  Ali  to  intercept  him.  Macpherson,  Soldiering  in  India y  1764- 
1787,  pp.  326-7;  Forrest,  The  Administration  of  Warren  Hastings ,  1772- 
1785,  p.  246;  Love,  Vestiges  of  Old  Madras ,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  208. 

9.  The  success  of  General  Goddard  (p.  18) — General  Goddard 

advanced  on  Bassein  in  October  1780,  started  operations  in  November 
and  captured  the  town  in  early  December.  The  fall  of  Bassein  was  a 
serious  blow  to  Nana  Phadnis.  Cambridge  History  of  India ,  Vol.  V. 

p.  269. 

} 

10.  Sir  Elijah  Impey  (p.  2a)—1 Chief  Justice  of  Calcutta  High  Court 
1779-1782.  Incurred  a  great  deal  of  criticism  for  his  part  in  the 
trial  of  Nandakumar.  Was  impeached  by  Parliament  but  acquitted. 
See  Sir  James  Fitz  James  Stephen,  The  Story  of  Nuncomar  and  the 
Impeachment  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  2  Vols. 


1 1 .  Major  Camac  (p.  34)— Major  Jacob  Camac  commanded  the 
o4ih  Bengal  Infantry  at  Ramgarh  in  1766.  In  1771  he_  captured  the 
fart  of  Palamau.  In  1779  he  served  with  Popham  against  Smdhia  whom 
he  defeated  at  Durdah.  Was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutena  t 
Colonel  in  1781  and  on  the  16th  February  1781  inflicted  a  crushing 
defeat  on  Sindhia  at  Sipri.  This  success  against  the  ^rat^s  ^e 
as  the  victories  of  Colonel  Goddard  at  Ahmedabad  and  Captam  Po^am 

at  Gwalior  ended  the  First  ^***V^£K*Sf  w 

retrieve  their  prestige  which  at  the  beginning  or  tne  vv«  - 

r-  pfc  &  ££  xnssJStt™ 

diering  in  India ,  pp.  vj,  375’  r 
Hastings ,  pp.  161-2. 

12.  CKmnaje.  Boosla 

S 

Hastings  won  him  over  throug  che  Nagpur  Marathas  from  the 

SL”a“fmrS  *em  against  Haider  Ali  and  dm  pe- 
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isely  at  a  time  when  they  could  have  ruined  Bengal.  Cambridge 
listoiy  of  India  Vol.  V,  pp.  268-9. 

13.  Captain  Macgowan(p.  35) — Captain  John  Macgowan  was  corri- 
nissioned  from  the  ranks.  He  was  an  ensign  in  17(56,  Lieutenant 
n  17(57  and  Captain  in  1771.  In  178a  he  was  appointed  to  survey  the 
Ganges  and  Kasimbazar  rivers.  In  1781  he  commanded  the  nth  Sepoys 
s  major,  and  served  with  Colonel  Pearse  in  the  Second  Mysore  War. 
^omoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  1788  and  Colonel  in 
795.  V.  C.  P.  Hodson,  List  of  Officers  of  the  Bengal  Army ,  1758-1834. 

14.  Captain  Popham  (p.  38) — In  1779  he  was  sent  to  help  the 
lana  of  Gohad  against  the  Marathas.  He  captured  the  fort  of  Gwalior 
rom  Sindhia  in  1780  and  that  of  Bijaigarh  from  Raja  Chait  Singh  in 
781.  The  Governor  General  and  Council  bestowed  high  praise  on  him 
vhile  recommending  him  for  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  1785. 
\ee  Letter  to  Court  17  January  1785,  paras.  33-5,  pp.  526-7  of  this 
rolume.  From  1791-2  he  was  with  Cornwallis  at  the  siege  of  Seringa- 
>atam.  Was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Major-General  in  1795  and  Lieu- 
enant-General  in  1802.  Ruckland,  Dictionary  of  Indian  Biography. 

closure  (25  January  1782  No.  2) 

15.  Algerine  Rovers  (p.  40) — The  Algerine  rovers  or  Turkish 
overs,  as  they  were  also  called,  proved  a  danger  to  English  ships  as 
iarly  as  1660,  when  Captain  Millet  built  special  ships  in  England,  with 
hree  decks  and  carrying  30  guns  each,  designed  to  protect  the  Com- 
>any’s  merchandize  against  these  pirates.  Bird  wood.  A  Report  on  the 
')td  Records  of  the  India  Office,  pp.  47  (n),  78,  264. 

16.  Illicit  trade  (p.  44) — The  illicit  trade  was  conducted  by 
>rivate  traders,  who  fitted  out  expeditions  in  violation  of  the  Company’s 
>rivileges.  In  Bengal  any  interloping  ship  was  apparently  allowed  to 
rade  by  the  Indian  authorities  on  payment  of  Rs.  3,000  for  permission 
o  make  sales  and  purchases.  Bruce,  Annals  of  the  Honourable  East 
rndia  Company ,  Vol.  Ill  (1688-89  to  1707-8)  p.  415;  Hamilton,  The 
Trade  Relations  between  England  and  India >  1600-1896,  pp,  47,  87* 

>•  6 — 12  July  1782. 

1.  Mr,  Richard  Joseph  Sulivan  (p.  60) — He  joined  the  Madras 
idministration  as  a  civil  servant  in  1768,  In  1772  he  became  Sub-Sec- 
~etary  to  the  Military  Department.  He  was  appointed  the  Governor 
General’s  representative  at  the  Nawab  of  Carnatic's  Court  in  1781,  but 
was  dismissed  from  that  post  by  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors  in 
L782.  Love,  Vestiges ,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  59,  60,  71,  86,  92,  316. 

7 — 28  August  1782 . 

1.  Colonel  Muir  (p.  68) — Colonel  Grainger  Muir  was  a  wirter 
on  the  Bengal  Establishment  in  1752.  Obtained  an  ensign’s  commission 
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in  1754-  Served  at  the  recapture  of  Calcutta  in  1757  anci  at  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  Chandernagore.  Led  the  advance  guard  in  the  battle  of  Plasse\. 
Resigned  in  1760,  Served  as  lieutenant  in  North  America  during  the 
Seven  Years’  War.  In  1763  he  recruited  a  company  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  five  men  for  the  East  India  Company.  Was  appointed  a  Captain 
in  1764,  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  1775  and  promoted  Colonel  in  1779.  * 
He  was  sent  in  1781  from  Bengal  with  reinforcements  for  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Camac  against  Sindhia.  The  same  year  he  succeeded  Cainac 
in  the  command  of  the  Bengal  force.  He  was  responsible  for  the  treaty 
of  peace  concluded  with  Sindhia  on  the  13th  of  October  1781  which 
ultimately  led  to  peace  with  the  whole  Maratha  State  in  the  following 
year.  In  1785  he  returned  to  England.  Colonel  Muir’s  services  were 
highly  recommended  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council  in  their 
Letter  to  Court  of  17  January  1783,  Para  32,  pp.  525-6  of  this 
volume;  Hodson,  List  of  Officers  of  the  Bengal  Army ,  1758-1834;  Mill, 
History  of  British  India,  Vol.  IV,  p.  266. 


2.  Division  of  the  treasure  (p.  70)— Bijaigarh  was  fifty  miles 
from  Benares.  It  was  a  stronghold  of  Raja  Chait  Singh  and  was 
captured  by  Major  Popham  in  1781.  Immense  booty  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  captors  and  was  immediately  appropriated  by  Popham’s  troops. 
This  gave  rise  to  a  variety  of  claims  from  the  other  corps  which  had 
been  engaged  in  the  common  service  against  Chait  Singh  and  had  shared 
in  the  dangers,  fatigues  and  successes  of  the  campaign. 


The  Governor-General  reprimanded  Popham  for  so  improper  and 
unauthorised  a  proceeding  and  ordered  him  to  suspend  any  further 
division  of  the  treasure  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  should  be 
known.  Home  Public  Consultations ,  17  December  1781,  No.  1.  *0 

rights  of  the  soldiers  to  a)  share  in  the  prize  money  ifacphemm  s 
account  of  Soldiering  in  India,  pp.  212-13=  and  Torrest,  The  Admims 

t  rati  on  of  Warren  Hastingss  p.  58* 

siysjnJs,  sun.  "  -i 


No.  8 — 6  September  1782. 

1.  Oor  letter  o<  jest***’. 

September  .78..  it  no.  hasbeS  often. 

Letters  from  Court  from  which  the  above  letter  nas 

2.  The  enclosed  l.#«  »  «£££*£ ^ 

(p,  77) _ This  letter  is  also  not  available  m  the  aDove 

No.  11 — 15  January  xySj. 

_  SaV- Thomas  Rumbold  (i7S®" 

1.  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold  <p  »9)  noiu* 
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1791)  entered  the  civil  service  in  175#,  was  appointed  Governor  oi  Mad¬ 
ras  in  succession  to  Lord  Pigot  in  1778.  He  left  Madras  for  England, 
in  1780  on  reasons  of  health.  The  Directors,  displeased  with  the  tran¬ 
sactions  relative  to  the  Northern  drears  conducted  during  Rumbold’s 
regime,  ordered  his  dismissal  in  a  belated  despatch  of  11  Januan  1781. 
He  was  charged  with  oppression  and  corruption,  but  these  charges  were 
refuted.  Rumbold  sat  in  Parliament  from  1781  till  1790,  and  died  in 
1791.  Love,  Vestiges,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  141-9,  153-4. 

2.  Peter  Perring  (p.  89) — A  civil  servant  at  Vizagapatam,  be¬ 
came  member  of  the  Fort  St.  George  Council.  He  was  dismissed  along 
with  Rumbold  in  1781.  Love,  op.  cU.,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  103,  117,  142,  148, 
200  n(z). 


No.  20 — 27  March  1783. 

1.  Mr.  Barwell  (p.  120) — Richard  Barwell  was  a  conspicuous 
ligurc  in  the  administration  of  Hastings.  *  A  man  of  talents  and  adminis¬ 
trative  experience,  he  was,  as  a  member  of  the  Bengal  Council  from 
1773  till  1779,  closely  associated  with  the  many-sided  activities  of 
Warren  Hastings.  He  took  a  leading*  part  in  the  case  against  Nanda 
Kumar,  and  determined  Raclha  Charan’s  prosecution  for  conspiracy. 
Forrest,  The  Administration  of  Warreyi  Hastings ,  pp.  60,  115,  116,  117, 
133,  148,  167,  178,  179;  Cambridge  Hist  at  y  of  India,  Vol.  V,  pp.  189. 
225-9.  Also  “The  Correspondence  of  Richard  Harwell”,  in  Bengal : 
Past  and  Present ,  Vols.  V,  IX  and  XVIII. 


No.  27 — 28  January  1784. 


1.  Treaty  with  the  Marathas  (p.  143) — "The  reference  is  to  the 
Treaty  of  Salbai  concluded  between  Mahadji  Scindia  and  the  British 
agent  Anderson  on  17  March  1782,  but  signed  by  the  Peshwa  ami  Nana 
Phadnis  much  later  on  24  February  1783  when  Haidar  AH  was  dead. 
By  this  treaty  the  English  ceded  to  the  Peshwa  Basscin  and  all  other 
territories  conquered  by  them  during  the  war  since  the  Treaty  of  Puran- 
der,  but  retained  Broach  and  the  island  of  Salsetle  and  were  also  allowed 
to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  trade  as  before. 


The  Treaty  was  arraigned  by  both  the  Court  of  Directors  and  the 
Bombay  Government  as  inadequate  and  humiliating.  The  Council  of 
Bombay  declared  that  had  the  negotiation  been  left  to  them,  who  best 
knew  the  state  of  the  Maratha  Government,  a  far  more  favourable  treaty 
might  have  certainly  been  obtained.  Mill,  History  of  British  India , 
Vol.  IV,  pp.  358-63.  But  considering  the  confused  situation  of  the 
British,  their  treasury  completely  exhausted  and  their  army  engaged  in 
a  difficult  conflict  with  Haidar  Ali  “a  safe  and  speedy  peace”  as  the 
Directors  themselves  reiterated  in  their  letters  throughout  the  year  1781, 
was  the  only  expedient.  See  Public  Letters  from  Court  1781  Vol. 
XXIII.  The  Treaty,  however,  marks  a  turning  point  for  the  British. 
It  gave  them  “peace  wijth  the  Marathas  for  twenty  years”,  and  thus  left 


NOTES 


them  fiee  to  fight  their-  othei  powerful  enemies,  Tipu  unci  the  french. 
For  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Salbai  see  Aitchison,  Treaties, 
Engagements  and  Sanads ,  Vol.  VII  Bombay,  the  Peshwa  etc.  (1929 
edition). 

No.  37 — io  December  1784. 

1.  Major  Brown  (p.  178) — Major  James  Browne  was  Collector 
of  Jungleterry  districts  in  1773.  Was  sent  by  the  Council  in  1782  on 
an  embassy  to  Shah  Alam  at  Delhi.  He  was  recalled  in  1785.  C.  E. 
Buckland,  Dictionary  of  Indian  Biography. 

No.  41 — 11  April  1785. 

1.  John  Hollond  (p.  199) — John  Hollond  was  a  Madras  civil 
servant.  During  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold’s  administration  he  was  sent  to 
Hyderabad  as  Resident.  He  was  suspended  from  office  in  1780,  but 
reinstated  by  the  Directors  in  1781.  He  declined  nomination  as  gov¬ 
ernor  of  Madras  in  1785  but  accepted  the  offer  when  renewed  in  1789. 
Hollond  administered  the  government  of  Madras  for  a  year  and  then 
resigned.  Love,  Vestiges,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  103,  n  (1),  146,  212,  22 7,  227,  n 
(1),  321,  321  n  (5),  402,  545  and  556,  Cambridge  History  of  India,  Vol. 

V,  pp.  281-2,  317  and  335. 

No.  45 — 21  September  1785. 

1.  George  Forster  (p.  249)— An  Orientalist  in  the  Company’s 
Civil  Service.  He  undertook  in  1784  a  very  enterprising  journey  from 
Calcutta  to  Jammu  and  from  thence  to  England  through  Tartary  and 
Russia.  In  1798  he  published  an  account  of  his  travels  entitled  Journey 
from  Bengal  to  England  through  Northern  India,  Kashmir,  Afghanistan, 
Persia  and  Russia  in  1783-1784.  Love,  Vestiges,  Vol.  HI,  pp.  1  4» 

343.  579- 
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No.  1 — 9  February  1783. 

1  Commodore  Johnstone’s  fleet  (p-  29o>-Commodore  Johnstone 
who  joined  the  tie  jLt 

was  attacked  by  a  French  Squa  on  J  engaged  in  watering 

considering  the  defeS  Vet.  he  w* 

SS.’SEpi *e aua* Sd  inflict  a  crushing  blow  on  the  enenty.  After 
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this  engagement  the  Indiamen,  transports  anti  the  ships  For  the  . 
Indies  parted  Company  and  Johnstone  returned  to  England.  H. 
Richmond,  The  Nax/y  m  India  1763-1783,  pp.  Ma"52- 

2.  Major  John  McPherson  (p.  293) — Born  about  174a.  Gommai 
the  89th  Gordons.  He  died  in  1784.  O11  his  activities  and  service 

India  see  Macpherson,  Soldiering  in  India,  pp.  357'4W7- 


No.  3 — 10  April  1782. 

1.  Letter  dated  10  April  1782  (p.  299) — This  letter  docs  not 
any  date  but  From  the  next  letter  its  date  appears  to  be  10th  April  j 


2.  Gopaul  Doss  (p.  300) — Gopal  Das  Sahu  was  a  famous  bank' 
Benares.  The  banking  house  of  Gopal  Das  had  its  branches  at  Calc 
Murshidabad,  Patna,  Gaya,  Ghazipur,  Mirzapur,  Allahabad,  Luck 
Bareilly,  Jaipur,  Nagpur,  Sural,  Bombay,  Masulipatam,  Madras,  T; 
Phulpur,  Poona  and  Martha  army  agencies  at  Agra,  Delhi,  Ahmad 
and  Baroda.  The  services  rendered  by  Gopal  Das  were  so  h: 
appreciated  that  when  he  died  the  Governor  General  directed  the  Bi 
Resident  at  Benares  to  pay  his  brother,  Bhawani  Das,  a  visi 
condolence.  Calendar  of  Persian  Correspondence ,  Vol.  VII,  1 
(Calcutta,  1940),  P.  xiv.  Also  Letter  No.  1181  in  ibid. 


3.  Commodore  Aim’s  Squadron  (p.  301)-- -This  Squadron  was 
to  assist  Hughes.  It  was  delayed  after  its  departure  from  the  < 
Captain  Aim’s,  realising  the  urgency  of  joining  Hughes  with  least  t 
left  the  slower  transports  to  follow  him  and  taking  the  98th  regi 
and  General  Medows  on  board  his  squaldron,  sailed  for  Bon 
Pausing  no  longer  than  was  necessary  for  watering  at  Bombay  he  h; 
ed  round  to  Madras.  He  succeeded  in  joining  Hughes  six  days  b 
Admiral  Hughes’  first  engagement.  But  for  Aim’s  reinforcemen 
six  British  ships  would  have  been  crushed  by  the  twelve  of  the  et 
H.  W.  Richmond,  The  Naxry  in  India  p.  178- 


4.  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Edward  Hughes  (p.301) — Naval  Comma 
in -Chief  in  the  East  Indies  from  1773-1 777-  He  took  an  active  p: 
1776  in  the  revolution  at  Madras  against  Lord  Pigot’s  administr; 
In  1778  he  became  Rear  Admiral,  and  in  1779  was  again  givei 
command  in  the  East  Indies.  In  the  war  against  Haidar  Ali  he 
many  of  the  enemy  ships,  and  helped  in  the  capture  of  Negapatan 
1783  he  encountered  the  French  fleet  under  Suffrein  flve  time: 
without  any  decisive  result.  Returned  to  England  and  did  not 
hold  any  command.  Love,  Vestiges,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  95-6,  105  «  (0 
117,  170,  220,  224,  250,  250,  n,  260,  268,  292,  n  (4). 

5.  Brigadier  General  Giles  Stibbert  (p.  304) — He  enlisted  h 
in  ranks  under  the  patronage  of  Robert  Clive.  He  took  part  in  . 
of  Plassey,  Storm  of  Masulipatam,  Battle  of  Gheria,  Siege  of  1 
Battle  of  Bukar  and  Capture  of  Chunar.  By  1777  he  had  risen  1 
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rank  of  Brigadier  General  and  was  made  the  prpvisional  Coinmander- 
in-Chief  of  Bengal,  this  post  he  held  till  25  March  1779,  and  again 
from  27  April  1783  till  21  July  1785.  He  was  officiating  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Bengal  forces  from  6  October  1780  to  27  April  1783 
during  the  absence  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in  Madras.  Hodson,  V.C.P. 
List  of  the  Officer's  of  the  Bengal  Army  1758-1834;  pp.  194-5. 


No.  4 — 9  May  1782. 

1.  Sir  Robert  Chambers  (p.  310) — Justice  Chambers  joined  the 
Calcutta  Supreme  Court  as  Second  Judge  in  1774.  He  was  one  of  the 
judges  in  the  famous  trial  of  Nandakumar,  1775.  In  1780  he  became 
Chief  Justice  and  President  of  the  Chinsura  Court  of  Justice  and  in 
1791  Chief  Justice  of  the  Calcutta  High  Court.  Busteed,  Echoes  from 
Old  Calcutta ,  pp.  77,  81  n,  102-105. 


2.  Major  Anthony  Polier(p.  311) — Was  Chief  Engineer  at  Calcutta 
in  1762.  Was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain  in  the  same  year  and 
of  Major  in  1765.  In  1775  he  resigned  and  joined  the  service  of  the 
Nawab  Asaf-ud-daula  of  Oudh,  as  architect  and  engineer.  Was  again 
admitted  into  the  Company's  service  in  1782  and  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  by  Warren  Hastings,  with  permission  to  reside 
at  Lucknow.  C.  E.  Buckland,  Dictionary  of  Indian  Biography. 

3.  By.  rupees  (p.  311)— Bombay  rupees. 


No.  5—iy  July  1782. 

1  The  Madrassa(p.  317) — The  Madrassa  at  Calcutta  was  establish- 
ed  under  the  patronage  and  orders  of  the  Governor  General  in  1781. 
Its  aim  was  “the  instruction  of  students  in  the  Mahommedan  Law  and 
such  other  sciences  as  are  taught  in  Mahommedan  schools.” 


2.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Owen  (p.  319)— Lieutenant  Colonel  Arthur 
Owen  was  aide-de-camp  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote  when  the  latter  arrived  in 
India  in  December  1778.  For  the  services  rendered  by  Owen  wjr .  Ljrw. 
Vestiges,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  168  n  (3),  248,  249-51.  Forrest,  The  A 
tion  of  Warren  Hastings,  pp.  275-6. 


No.  5 — 7  December  1782 . 

1  Mr  Ritchie  (p.  3*4)— In  the  Indian  Gazette  (*8  April  178s) 
Mr  Ritchie  ’  who  completed  the  survey  of  the  Eastern  Channel,  is  ref- 
Sod  a  Marin.  Surveyor  unto  ortto  for  Mato  m  .,8a.  He 

prepared  instructions  for  pilots.  Love,  Vestiges ,  Vol.  pp-  2t>9- 

269  n  (1).. 

2.  Tke  prospect  of  famine  (p.  3*5>-Captai»  Inna  Munro  daerib. 
ed  the  effects  of  famine  thus:  — 
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“The  complicated  scene  of  horror  was  such  as  to  benumb  every 
humanised  faculty  of  the  soul.  In  the  black  town  so  great  was  the 
mortality  that  the  dead  bodies  were  too  numerous  to  be  carried  off 
by  the  utmost  exertion,  and  the  putrid  exhalations  which  arose  from 
those  numberless  emaciated  victims  of  the  famine,  strewed  in  every 
quarter,  of  the  settlement,  became  dangerous  and  distressing.  Crows, 
vultures,  and  jackals,  allured  by  the  scent  of  death,  flocked  in  crowds 
to  the  scene,  and  added  greatly  to  its  horror  and  devastation.”  Love, 
op,  cit Vol.  Ill,  p.  235  w(s). 

3.  Spirituous  Liquors (p.  358) — Although  the  Company  encouraged, 
within  reasonable  limits,  the  sale  of  liquor  among  soldiers,  yet  its  officers 
took  stern  measures  to  repress  drunkenness.  Some  of  the  measures 
adopted  were:  the  Dutch,  who  sold  arrack  to  the  soldiers,  were  asked 
to  be  restrained  in  their  dealings;  the  men  who  sold  drink  illicitly 
within  the  Cantonment  area,  especially  arrack  of  an  unwholesome  kind, 
were  severally  punished  and  tomtommed  round  the  Camp  Bazar, 
Orders  were  issued  to  arrest  and  hang  the  culprits  if  they  further  violat¬ 
ed  these  injunctions,  and  the  sale  of  liquor  was  regulated  by  chits  or 
notes.  Wholesome  arrack,  however,  was  regularly  supplied  to  the 
soldiers.  Macpherson,  Soldiering  in  India,  pp.  3 s,  85-6,  137-8,  150. 

4.  (p.  335) — Paragraphs  70-77  are  missing.  What  is  given  here  is 
true  to  the  text. 

No.  7 — 3  February  1783* 

1.  Major  General  Stuart  (p.  355) — -After  a  long  period  of  service 
outside  India  Colonel  James  Stuart  came  to  Madras  on  1  May  1776. 
He  had  a  stormy  career  almost  from  the  moment  of  his  arrival.  It  was 
he  who  arrested  Lord  Pigot,  Governor  of  Madras,  and  suspended  Claud 
Russell,  who  was  alleged  to  have  supported  Lord  Pigot.  He  acted  as 
Commander-in-Chief  and  Commandant  of  the  Madras  Garrison  (177b- 
1777).  For  having  taken  a  bribe  from  the  Nawab  of  Arcot  and  for 
having  conspired  against  Lord  Pigot  he  was  suspended  for  six  months 
by  the  Court  of  Directors.  He  was  court-martialled  in  1777,  but  acquit¬ 
ted  in  1781.  He  then  served  on  the  field  under  Sir  Eyre  Code.  Stuart 
succeeded  Munro  as  Provincial  Commander-in-Chief,  and  at  the  same 
time  received  from  Coote  the  actual  command  of  the  field  army.  In 
June  1783,  he  was  recalled  from  the  field  of  operation  for  systematic 
disobedience  to  orders,  and  in  September  was  dismissed  and  deported 
to  England.  In  June  1786  he  fought  a  duel  with  Lord  Macartney, 
because  of  the  latter’s  measures  involving  his  dismissal,  and  severely 
wounded  him.  Love,  Vestiges,  Vol.  III. 

* 

2.  The  Lama  of  Thibet  (p-  356) — The  credit  of  opening  the  road 
to  Tibet  goes  to  Warren  Hastings.  In  May  1774*  he  sent  the  first 
British  mission  to  Tibet  under  George  Bogle.  The  Mission  was  an 
entirely  commercial  one.  On  9  April  1779*  Bogle  was  sent  on  his  second 
mission  to  Tibet  and  Bhutan.  Since  the  Lama  was  away  on  a  visit  to 
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Peking,  Bogle,  who  had  won  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  Lama, 
was  asked  to  meet  him  there.  But  they  both  died  and  a  third  deputa¬ 
tion  was  sent  under  Lieutenant  Charles  Turner  in  1783.  Among  the 
presents  which  Turner  gave  the  new  child  Lama  was  a  small  clock  which 
the  latter  greatly  admired.  The  parents  of  the  young  Lama  gave  presents 
to  the  Governor  General  and  to  Turner.  Turner  never  had  another 
opportunity  of  visiting  Tibet;  most  of  the  valuable  records  of  the 
Tibetan  and  Bhutan  Mission  are  said  to  have  been  lost.  Forrest,  The 
Administration  of  Warren  Hastings,  pp.  301-6.  See  Captain  Samuel 
Turner’s  An  Account  of  an  Embassy  to  the  Court  of  the  Teshoo  JLama 
in  Tibet . 


No.  8 — 5  April  1783. 

1.  Sir  Richard  Bickerton’s  fleet  (p.  363)— In  1781,  when  the  French 
authorities  decided  to  send  large  reinforcements  to  India,  the  Court 
gave  orders  to  prepare  troops  and  an  escort  of  6  ships  and  %  frigates 
under  the  command  of  Commodore  Sir  Richard  Bickerton  to  join 
Admiral  Hughes.  Though  Bussy  with  the  French  fleet  had  sailed  in 
November  1781,  Bickerton  did  not  leave  England  until  February  1782. 

At  Anjengo  he  learnt  about  the  loss  of  Trincomali.  On  reaching 
Madras,  when  Bickerton  did  not  find  Hughes,  he  decided  to  sail  back 
to  Bombay  where  he  joined  him.  They  fought  an  indecisive  action  at 
Cuddalore  against  the  French  on  20  June  1783.  Soon  after  the  news 
about  the  preliminary  peace  treaty  reached  India,  the  hostilities  with 
the  French  came  to  an  end.  In  consequence  Commodore  Bickerton 
sailed  back  for  England.  Admiral  H.  W.  Richmond,  The  Navy  m 
India  1763-1783,  pp.  305-6, 

2.  Seige  of  Lohar  (p.  366)-Lahar  a  large  village  situated  48  miles 
from  Gwalior  city.  It  was  a  Maratha  stronghold  in  the j  18th  cemury. 
Captain  Popham,  the  hero  of  Gwalior  laid  siege  to  the  fortress  in 
February  1X0.  It  was  carried  by  sheer  pluck  and  ^termination  as 
Capt  Fopham's  detachment  which  consisted  of  drafts  from  the  Benp 
rqpmentshad  no  big  gun.  Having  effected 

the  want  of  heavy  cannon  pr«™«ril™  “Sd  lieutenant, 

21st  April  he  decided  to  assault  it  The  at^f  place  was 

rrAft.orl  o-nrl  Gardner  who  were  killed  at  the  oreacn.  a  y  - 

Hogan  and.  oara  ,  success  was  unexpected.  Mill, 

.TTS-lr  6— r.  voh  I.  pp.  N't 

3.  The  free  merchants  Z 

Company’.  covenant  into  which  tfcrn  wore 

account,  subject  to  the  ,  ,  pnmnanv’s  protection  within  the 

required  to  enter.  They  the  civil  and  military 

Jit.  of  it.  Charter  but  were  t0  f 
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J77/.  Bolts,  Considerations  on  Indian  Affairs ,  London ,  7772,  Chapter  X. 

0.  11 — 23  October  1783. 

1.  Famine  in  the  Nabob’s  districts  (p.  43^)— Bengal  and  Ouclh 
seem  to  have  suffered  from  famine  since  177°-  terr'Ble  effects  of 

the  famine  of  1783  in  which  one  third  of  the  population  suffered,  were 
felt  here  as  late  as  1789.  See  Macpherson,  Soldering  in  India,  p.  30; 
Smith,  Oxford  History  of  India,  pp.  5°7'^- 

o.  21 — 23  August  1784 . 

1.  Mutiny  of  the  Cavalry  in  Carnatic  (p.  482) — In  April  1784 

Government  resolved  to  form  a  regular  establishment  of  cavalry  by 
taking  into  their  own  service  the  four  regiments  belonging  to  the  Nawab 
of  Carnatic.  The  European  officers,  belonging  to  these  regiments,  who 
had  no  commission  in  the  Company’s  service,  were  to  be  admitted  into 
its  service.  But  the  officers  thus  admitted  came  in  as  junior  of  their 
grade.  The  cavalry  was  to  become  a  separate  corps  to  be  com¬ 
manded  by  a  Major  Commandant,  and  the  officers  of  cavalry  were  only 
to  be  promoted  in  their  own  corps.  A  few  days  after  the  promulgation 
of  this  order,  the  whole  corps  of  cavalry,  stationed  at  Arnee,  suddenly 
mutinied.  On  the  same  day  a  party  of  men  belonging  to  the  artillery 
and  light  infantry  formerly  attached  to  the  cavalrj  division,  and  who 
had  been  sent  to  Arcot  to  be  incorporated  into  the  native  artillery  and 
infantry,  made  an  attempt  to  carry  off  their  guns,  and  to  join  the  muti¬ 
neers,  but  this  was  defeated.  General  Long  was  able  to  subdue  the 
mutineers  at  Arnee.  A  subadar  and  a  private  who  had  been  the  most 
active  in  the  mutiny  were  blown  from  a  gun  on  the  spot.  The  1st,  2nd 
and  4th  Tegiments  were  reduced  but  the  3rd,  which  had  not  taken  much 
part  in  the  mutiny,  became  the  1st  regiment  of  native  cavalry.  W.  J. 
Wilson,  History  of  the  Madras  Army ,  Vol.  II,  pp.  149-54. 

2.  Col.  Pearse  (p.  482) — See  Note  8  to  Letter  from  Court  of,  25 
January  1782. 

*io.  23 — 10  December  1784 . 

L  Sir  Edward  Vernon  (p.  508) — In  1778  war  was  declared  between 
England  and  France.  In  the  attack  on  Pondicherry  Sir  Hector  Munro 
pushed  on  the  siege  from  the  mainland,  while  Sir  Edward  Vernon  with 
his  fleet,  consisting  of  the  Ripon,  Gmreniry ,  Seahorse,  Cormorant  and 
two  Company’s  ships,  attacked  the  enemy  at  sea  and  drove  off  the 
French  squadron  of  much  superior  strength.  Ix>ve,  Vestiges ,  Vol.  Ill, 
pp.  143,  169. 

No.  25 — 28th  December  1784. 

1.  Letter  dated  28  December  1784  (p.  515) — Duplicate  copy  of  this 
letter  is  dated  24th  December  1784.  Public  General  Letter  to  Court 
i 784-3,  Vol.  XXXIII, 
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No*  28 — 17  January  1785. 

1.  Capture  of  the  fortress  of  Gwalior (p.  526) — On  3  August  1780, 
Major  Popham  captured  by  surprise  the  strong  fort  of  Gwalior.  Its 
conquest,  according  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Allan  Macpherson,  was  “the 
most  surprising  of  any  event  upon  record.”  Macpherson,  Soldiering  in 
India ,  p.  393.  William  Hodges  who  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  conquest, 
gives  a  graphic  account  of  it  in  his  Travels  in  India,  pp.  136-40.  (pp. 
138-45  in  the  1793  edition). 

No*  29 — 28  January  1785* 

1.  Sir  John  D’Oyly  (p.  559) — Sir  John  D’Oyley  was  Persian 
Translator  to  the  Bengal  Army  in  1775  and  subsequently  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor  General  and  Council.  From  178a  he  was  Resident  at  the  Court  and 
Collector  of  Government  Customs  at  Murshidabad. 


William  Hodges,  who  met  him  at  Murshidabad  in  178L  wrote  that 
“The  liberality  and  attentions  of  this  gentleman  to  every  person  travel¬ 
ling  this  road  are  well  known,  and  in  his  house  I  may  truly  say,  reigned 
the  very  spirit  of  old  English  hospitality.” — Hodges,  Travels  in  India , 

P-  43- 


2.  David  Anderson  (p.  559)— He  was  a  member  of  the  Amini 
Commission  in  Bengal.  The  report  of  this  Commission  is  perhaps  the 
most  valuable  contemporary  document  in  the  early  revenue  history  of 
Bengal.  Later  he  was  employed  by  Warren  Hastings  on  important 
negotiations  with  Mudhoji  Bhonsle  and  his  son  Chimnaji.  At  the  close 
of  the  first  Maratha  War,  in  January  1785,  he  was  deputed  to  conclude 
peace  treaty  with  Mahadji  Sindhia.  He  remained  as  Political  Resident 
with  Sindhia  until  1785.  He  was  President  of  the  Committee  of  Revenue 
and  as  such  was  examined  as  a  witness  at  Hastings  trial.  Cambridge 
History  of  India  Vol.  V,  pp.  569-71,  4*5>  4*7;  Buckland,  Dictionary  of 

Indian  Biography. 


a  John  Shore  (p.  559) — John  Shore  joined  East  India  Company  s 
Civil^  Service*  as  a  writer!  Hewas  a  member  of  the  Revenue  Council, 
Calcutta  from  ms-8o.  When  the  Committee  of  Revenue  was  consti¬ 
tuted  Shore  was^one  of  its  members  but  he  opined  that  the  Committee 
^te^MtJtaEfatention.  was  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  then  Dtwan. 
Lata:  on  Shore  became  Commissioner  in  Dacca  and  Bihar.  In  his  cap* 
citv  as  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Council  he  was  appointed  President 

of^the  Board  of  Revenue.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
revenue  settlement.  In  October  1793  he  was  appointed  Governor  Gene¬ 
ral  of  India.  Cambridge  History  of  India  Vol.  V,  pp.  4-7 
land.  Dictionary  of  Indian  Biography. 

4.  Nathniel  Brass.,  *M  > 

Code  of  G.ni.0  ta.  mun,  to 

Translation  and  m  i778  a  Bengali 
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England  he  became  M.P.  for  Lymington  1790-5.  In  1809  he  was 
appointed  to  a  post  in  the  East  India  House.  He  wrote  A  Narrative  of 
the  Events  in  Bombay  and  Bengal  relative  to  the  Mahratta  Empire. 
Buckland  Dictionary  of  Indian  Biography . 

No.  32  — 22  February  1785. 

1.  John  Macpherson  Esqr.  (p.  539) — Joined  the  Madras  Civil 
Service  as  a  writer  in  1770.  Became  the  Mayor  of  Madras  in  1775.  In 
1776,  he  was  charged  with  writing  an  anonymous  letter  on  behalf  of 
Nawab  Walajah  and  dismissed  by  the  Governor,  Lord  Pigot.  He  was 
next  alleged  to  have  taken  Rs.  1,00,000  as  bribe  from  Walajah.  Mac¬ 
pherson  went  home,  appealed  to  the  Directors,  and  had  himself  reins¬ 
tated.  He  returned  to  India  in  1781  and  became  a  member  of  the 
Calcutta  Council.  After  the  departure  of  Warren  Hastings  he  acted  as 
Governor  General  for  one  year  1785-6  till  the  arrival  of  Cornwallis. 
Created  a  Baronet  in  1786.  Love,  Vestiges,  Vol.  Ill;  Macpherson, 
Soldieting  in  India,  pp.  7-8,  8  n(i),  9,  333,  333,  336-41,  3.54-5. 

2.  Ghyretty  (p.  545) — Ghyretty  or  Ghyrattah,  known  as  the  French 
Gardens,  South  of  Chandernagar.  Hodges  wrote  of  it  in  1781,  as  “being 
so  miles  from  Calcutta,  a  very  fine  seal/’  Hill,  Bengal  in  7756-7,  Vol. 
Ill,  p.  447. 

3.  Mr.  John  Bristow  (p.  54$) — 'Resident  at  Cuttack  from  1757-8. 
In  1774  he  succeeded  Nathaniel  Middleton  as  Resident  at  Lucknow. 
Though  supported  by  the  majority  in  Council  he  was  recalled  in  1783 
through  Hasting’s  efforts  and  replaced  by  Middleton.  Bristow  seems 
to  have  interfered  in  the  household  affairs  of  the  Nawab  of  Oudh. 
Forrest,  Administration  of  Warren  Hastings,  pp.  221 »  21 3,  290-4; 
Buckland,  Dictonary  of  Indian  Biography;  Cambridge  History  of  India, 
Vol.  V,  pp.  301,  305-6. 

No.  39 — 1  August  1785. 

1.  Doctor  Koenig  (p.  576) — Dr.  Johann  Gerhardt  Koenig  came  to 
India  from  Copenhagen  in  1775.  Was  employed  as  a  Botanist  in  the 
Nawab  of  Arcot’s  service  in  1778.  He  applied  for  tine  post  of  the 
Honourable  Company’s  Natural  Historian  and  was  appointed  on  a 
monthly  allowance  of  40  Pagodas  only.  In  1780,  on  his  return  from  a 
voyage  to  Malacca  he  published  a  report  on  Botany,  Mineralogy  and 
Tin  Ore.  On  his  death  in  1785,  his  manuscripts  and  herbarium  were 
forwarded  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  President  of  the  Royal  Society,  as  a 
legacy. — Love,  Vestiges ,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  178,  178  n  (3},  332-3. 

No.  41 — 35  October  178 5. 

1-  Captain  Thomas  Forrest  (p.  583) — Captain  Thomas  Forrest,  a 
navigator,  entered  the  Company’s  service  after  1748.  He  made  fifteen 
voyages  from  Hindustan  to  the  East,  and  four  from  England  to  India. 
He  formed  a  settlement  at  Balambangan  in  1770,  From  1774-6  he 
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explored  in  New  Guinea,  the  Sulu  Archipelago,  the  Moluccas,  etc.  Was 
employed  by  Warren  Hastings  in  1782  to  gain  intelligence  of  the 
French  fleet  which  had  escaped  from  the  English  ships  and  which  he 
discovered  at  Achin.  He  made  two  more  voyages,  one  from  Bengal  to 
Quedah  1783,  and  the  other  from  Calcutta  to  the  Mergui  Archipelago, 
1790,  discovering  the  Forrest  Strait.  Besides  the  accounts  of  his  voyages, 
he  wrote  a  Treatise  on  the  Monsoons  in  East  India,  1782;  Buckland, 
Dictonary  of  Indian  Biography. 

No.  42 — 31  December  178 5. 

1.  The  Ayeen  Akberry  (p.  605)— The  translations  of  the  Ain-i- 
Akbari  by  Gladwin  and  of  the  Shahnama  by  Champion  (see  letter  ibid, 
Paragraph  40),  during  Warren  Hasting’s  administration,  are  a  proof  of 
the  encouragement  which  the  latter  gave  to  the  cause  of  Oriental  learn¬ 
ing.  See  also  Letter  to  Court,  15  July  1782,  paragraph  20. 
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iercromby  (Abercrombie),  Capt 
$ui  net,  of  the  Earl  Qornwalhs,  123, 
53^»  53^ »  5§5* 

oraham,  Thomas,  wiiter,  91,  145. 
xmntant,  *>31;  salaries  of  his  staff, 
*2i>  357- 

:oiuitant  General,  Bengal,  229-30,  357, 
377,  498,  499;  to  examine  fixed  and 
xmtingenl  charges,  xiii,  393;  allow¬ 
ances,  214;  method  of  preparing  quick 
and  dead  slock  statement,  232-4,  510; 
on  settlement  of  Coy's  debts,  514-5; 
see  also  Larkins,  W. 

:counts,  payment  of  fixed  and  con¬ 
tingent  charges,  xiii,  392-3;  military, 
209,  250,  420,  426,  465-6;  negligence 
in  maintenance  of,  229-30;  quick  and 
dead  stock,  232-4,  510;  of  aurangs » 
234;  at  Fort  Marlbro',  244,  600;  of 
salt,  265-6;  of  shipping,  280,  301; 
statements  re.  treasury,  295-6,  298, 
306-7,  312-3,  393-4.  443,  453,  455-6, 
457-8,  463-4,  467-8,  4/i »  477.  489-9°. 
513-4.  515-6.  5j7-8>  5*8>  5*9-3°.  536. 
537-8  .  545-6  .  549-5°.  563-4.  5®7.  58°. 
597"6r  608-9,  instructions  re.  drafts, 
378-9;  discount  on  bonds  and  treasury 
orders,  548-9;  in  Bd  of  Trade,  555-6, 
603;  see  also  Bills  of  Exchange;  Bonds; 
Committee  of  Accounts. 

\chin  (Acheen),  Sumatra,  King  of,  pro¬ 
posal  for  friendly  relations  with,  465. 

Act  of  Parlaiment,  see  Parliament,  Act 
of. 

Actionaire  (French  man-of-war),  cap¬ 
tured1  by  the  English,  xxx,  49,  50. 

Active  (H.M.’s  frigate),  300,  302,  308, 
426. 

Adair,  Gapl.  Thomas,  9;  ship -wrecked*, 
129. 

Adalats  (courts  of  justice),  205,  231; 
question  of  abolition  of,  265. 

Adams,  Map  Thomas,  of  the  101st  Re¬ 
giment  of  Foot,  24, 

Adderley,  Maj.  Thomas,  trial  by  court- 
martial  of  xxiv-xxv,  506,  507-8,  595; 
resigns,  358;  to  resume  duty,  141. 

Adjutant  General  — 

— Bengal  Army,  rejection  of  plea,  for 
appointment  of,  69;  to  be  member  of 
Military  Bd,  258;  see  also  Bruce, 
Maj.  W.;  Murray,  Capt.  Peter. 

— King  of  England's  Army,  see  Grattan, 
Maj.  John. 


Admiral  Hughes  (ship),  372,  373;  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  French,  xxx,  49,  50, 
4*5»  444* 

— Capt.,  see  Greemvav,  Capt.  — , 

Admiialty,  want  of  authority  for  F.  W. 
Board  •  to  try  cases  re.,  323,  363, 
395-400. 

Advocate  General,  235,  318-9,  323,  409, 
480,  5 75;  see  also  Day,  Sn  John. 

Agent  for  Supplies  to  H.M.'s  Ships, 
see  Suhvan,  Stephen. 

Agent  for  Supplies  to  the  Presidencies, 
question  of  commission  and  abolition 
of  post,  376-7;  see  also  Auriol,  J.P. 

Agent  Victualler,  50,  428;  controversy  re. 
his  duties,  429-30;  see  also  Nowland, 
R. 

Agnew,  William,  Commander  of  the 
Vamittart ,  82,  85. 

Agra,  famine  in  vicinity  of,  xliii. 

Ahmuty  8c  Co.,  wine  contractors,  282, 
283.  ' 

Am-i-Akhart  (Abul  Fa/1  Aiami),  trans¬ 
lated  by  Francis  Gladwin,  xl»  442, 
605;  note  on,  663. 

Aird,  John,  cadet,  63. 

Aird,  Mackenzie,  cadet,  10,  63, 

Akerman,  Maj,  James,  101. 

Aldermen,  of  Calcutta,  powers  re.  prizes, 
45S. 

Aldersev,  William,  Presdt,  Bd  of  Trade, 
535. 

Aleppo,  Syria,  411. 

Alexander,  C.,  Military  Paymaster  Gene¬ 
ral,  commended  by  Court,  230;  arbi¬ 
trator  in  Prinsep’s  case,  512,  545. 

Alexander,  Henry,  free  mariner,  87. 

Alexander,  James,  cadet  in  Bengal  artil¬ 
lery,  171,  201. 

Alfred  (ship),  3,  322,  326,  353,  360. 

— Capt.,  see  Brown,  Capt.  James. 

Algerine  Rovers,  40;  note  on,  652. 

Alibali  (cloth  of  very  fine  texture),  160. 

Allen,  George,  free  manner,  182. 

Allen,  Capt-  George,  of  the  True  Briton, 
appointed  Master  Attendant,  228. 

Allen  and  Co,,  wine  contractors,  283- 

Allibatlie,  see  Alibali . 

Aim,  Commodore  James,  his  squadron 
requisitioned  for  convoying  grain  ships 
to  Madras,  xxx,  301;  note  on,  656. 

Alvensleben,  Jean  Frederic  Charles 
de,  14. 
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Ambasi,  see  Zambezi  River. 

Americans,  the,  restrictions  on  use  o£ 
New  Harbour  by,  643-4. 

Amherst,  William  Kerrill,  his  services 
appreciated,  91. 

Ami l  (collector  of  revenues),  507 . 

Ammunition,  85,  27a,  273,  274,  302 . 

Ampdah,  Kinloch’s  report  on  bands  of, 

349- 

Amphlett,  Thomas,  cadet,  10. 

Anburey,  Thomas,  engineer,  141. 

Andaman  Islands,  Capt.  Forrest’s  pro¬ 
posal  re.  survey  of,  406. 

Anderson,.  David,  Resdt  at  Maliadji 
Smdhia’s  Court,  xxxiii,  xxxiv,  132, 
236,  365,  525;  his  services  appreciated, 
176,  251;  resigns  from  Revenue  Dept., 
529;  note  on,  661. 

Anderson,  Robert,  asst  surgeon,  151, 
306. 

Angerstein  and  Lewis,  5. 

Angoory  Fort,  310. 

Anjengo,  Travancorc,  17,  83. 

Ankerwyke  (ship),  4. 

Ann  and  Amelia  (ship),  4,  5,  9,  52,  322, 
353,  361,  468. 

— Capt.  see  Popham,  Capt.  J. 

Annis,  John,  Auditor  of  Indian  Accounts 
at  East  India  House,  219,  223,  226. 

Annuities,  amounts  in  treasury,  2q(h 

298,  3°7>  3L3>  A  453>  45^  45^  464  • 
468,  471;  alteration  in  bonds,  303,  434; 
failure  of  scheme  re.,  376. 

Anstey,  Robert,  Comet  in  23rd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Light  Dragoons,  24- 

Antelopc  (packet),  to  be  disposed  of, 
150;  wrecked,  544. 

Apl'in,  Maj.  B.,  305. 

Applegath,'  Capt.'  Augustus  Toscph,  of 
the  Europe,  281. 

Applegath,  Capt.  William,  of  the 
Europe,  52. 

Arbuthnot,  George,  101. 

Arch dekin, — ,  Salt  Agent,  removed,  408. 

Archdekin,  Edward,  cadet,  112. 

Arcot,  mutiny  of  the  cavalry  in,  xxv- 
xx vi,  482,  660. 

—Nawab  of,  see  Muhammad  Ali  Khan. 

Arcot  Rupee,  see  Rupee,  Arcot. 

Ard,  Robert,  writer,  145. 

Arms,  sale  of,  388. 

Armstrong,  Lt.  Andrew,  of  102nd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  26. 

Armstrong,  Ensign  Dennis  Kelly,  of  the 
102nd  Regiment  of  Foot,  26. 

Armstrong,  James,  military  surgeon, 
resigns,  524. 

Armstrong,  Capt.  Thomas,  of  the  102nd 
Regiment  of  Foot,  25. 

Armstrong,  Walter,  free  mariner,  183. 

Army,  E.I.  Coy’s,  relations  with  civil 
authorities,  ii,  xix,  xxiii,  67-9,  380-1; 
consumption  of  liquor  in,  xi-xii,'xxiv, 
i?9,_  190,  277,  328,  658;  organisation, 
xviii-xx,  269-75;  relations  with  King's 
troops,  xix,  xxii-xxiii,  128-9,  177,  278, 

304,  ^  356-7,  443’  6*3’  5*4»  56l“3; 

recruits,  xx-xxi,  10,  62-3,  88,  141,  248, 
310,  366,  413,  506,  523,  594;  promo¬ 
tions;  xxi,  67-8,  94,  247,  293,  304-5’ 


368,  371,  438-9,  579;  discipline,  xxiv- 
xxv,  O8-9;  deserters,  xxvi,  248,  579; 
reduction  in  establishment,  xxvi-xxvii, 
70-1,  74,  144,  157,  208,  211,  269-75, 
311,  329-30,  380,  435-6,  466,  470-1/475, 
478,  486,  504;  relief  fund  for  invalids 
and  families  of  officers,  xli-xlii,  247-8, 
388,  440;  in  Ouclh,  9,  103,  199,  216-7, 
249-50;  pay  and  allowances,  27,  209, 
220-3,  235,  372,  436;  transmission  of 
lists  of  officers  etc.,  119,  368,  417; 
accounts,  209,  211,  250,  420.  426,  465-6, 
596;  military  hospitals,  276-7;  rules 
for  reinstatement,  331-2,  366;  resigna¬ 
tions  and  retirements,  333,  358,  440, 
524-5,  595;  see  also  Artillery'  Corps; 
Bullock  Department;  Cavalry;  Carnatic 
Detachment;  Clive’s  Fund  for  Military 
Invalids;  Gommander-in-Chief;  Court- 
martial;  Engineering  Corps;  Infantry: 
Military  Board. 

Army,  King  of  England’s  (in  India), 
relations  with  Coy’s  troops,  xix,  xxii- 
xxiii,  128-9,  177,  278,  304,  356-7.  443. 
523,  524,  561-3;  embarkation  of,  27, 
46,  59,  71,  121,  503,  547;  treatment  on 
board  the  Nottingham ,  40-6;  reduction 
in  establishment,  127;  barracks  for, 
xxii,  15-6,  28,  3165;  pay,  leave  and 
allowances,  12,  13,  16-7,  27-30,  47,  59, 
64,  201-2,  368,  386,  504,  522',  441,  579; 
list  of  officers,  23-7,  70;  consumption 
of  liquor,  179;  complaints  of  ill- 
treatment  361;  at  Dinapore,  607;  see 
also  Hanoverian  Troops;  Regiments. 

--Adjutant  General,  see  Grattan,  Maj. 
John. 

— C.-in-C.,  see  Campbell,  Maj.  General 
Allan. 

— Dy.  Paymaster,  see  MeAulay,  A. 

— Dy.  Paymaster  General,  see  Burke. 
William. 

~  -Quartennast  er  General,  see  Gat  heart. 
Id. -Col.  Charles. 

Ami,  N.  Arcot  Dist.,  Madras,  mutiny  of 
Nawab  of  Carnatic’s  cavalry  at,  xxv-vi. 

Arrack,  xxiv,  190. 

Arsah,  repair  of  bands  at,  351. 

Arsenal,  292,  314. 

Arthur,  Capt.  David,  of  the  Major,  4, 
480. 

Arthur,  James,  asst,  surgeon,  191. 

Artillery  Corps,  E.I.  Coy’s,  323;  promo- 

.  tions,  xix,  437,  475;  recruitment  from 
Royal  Artillery,  for,  xxi,  124;  at  Surat, 
xxvii;  recruits,  23,  124,  141,  153,  155*’ 
composition,  270-4;  senior  officer  to  be 
Member  of  Military  Bd,  258;  lascars 
for  the  Carnatic  from,  355;'  for  Mad¬ 
ras,  385;  officers  -to  serve  in  Ordnance 

'  Dept. ,  408,  437. 

Arzi  (petition),  615. 

Asafud-Daulah,  Nawab  Va/ir  of  Oudh, 
311;  wishes  removal  of  Bristow  as 
Resdt,  67;  his  present  to  Governor 
General,  94;  E.I.  Coy’s  troops  in  his 
service,  103,  114,  199,  246-7,  249-50. 

Asia  (ship),  169. 

Asquith,  Capt.  D>,  of  the  Surprise ,  142. 
238. 
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Assam,  Coy’s  trade  with  54,  267. 

Assay  Master,  Calcutta,  327;  gratuity  to, 
315;  at  Madras,  317-8. 

Assistant  Surgeon  General,  see  Ellis, 
James. 

Assistant  Surgeons,  appointments,  S7, 
151”5>  301-2,  306;  Court’s  dis¬ 

approval,  276,  556,  577. 

Atkinson,  John  Thomas,  barrister,  279. 
Atkinson,  Richard,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  165,  168. 

Atkinson,  William,  Dy.  Militarv  Store¬ 
keeper,  88,  608;  Dy.  Commissan- 

General,  retires,  576. 

Was  (ship),  78,  82,  85,  164,  181,  192, 

4<>3,  453  >  456>  457  >  4&9- 
— Capt.,  see  Cooper,  Capt.  Allen 

Atlas,  of  Bengal  by  Maj.  Rennell, 
xxxviii-xxxix,  452;  of  India  by  Capt. 
Call,  416. 

Attorney,  E.I.  Coy’s  319,  388,  397,  409, 
410,  414;  to  be  retained  though  non- 
covenanted,  408. 

Auditor,  for  writers,  225;  of  Indian 
Accounts,  see  Annis,  John. 

Auditor  General,  of  Asafud-Daulah’s 
English  troops,  see  Wombwell,  John. 

-of  troops  beyond  the  Karamnasa,  see 
Sea  wen,  John. 

A  limit,  see  A  mil. 

Aurangabad,  Hyderabad,  banking  agency 
at,  422. 

Aurangs  (places  where  goods  are  manu¬ 
factured),  xiv,  234,  267,  387,  400,  571, 
572;  allowances  of  Resdts  at,  226. 

— Secy  to  Committee  of,  his  allowances, 
224. 

Auriol,  J.L.,  grain  contract  with,  422. 
Auriol,  J.P.,  Agent  for  Supplies  to  the 
Presidencies,  58,  377;  Secy  to  F.W. 
Board,  123;  resigns,  442,  452. 

Ayeen  A k berry,  see  Ain-r-Akbari. 

B  abbu  Begarn  (Baboo  Bhegum),  Muba- 
rakud-Daulah’s  mother,  624. 

Baber,  Edward,  100. 

Baggah,  repair  of  bands  at,  351. 

Bahadur  Beg  (Behaudcr  Beg),  compen¬ 
sation  to,  xv,  1-2. 

Bahar,  see  Bihar. 

Baharb-und,  Patna,  leases  of  zemindar i 
of,  90. 

Bahour,  dependency  round  Karikal,  to 
be  procured  by  Coy,  116. 

Bahu  Begam,  widow'  of  Shujaud-Dau- 
lah,  resumption  of  jagirs  of,  xxxiv, 
104. 

Baillie,  Lieut.—,  retires,  578. 

Baillie,  Lt.-Col.  Anneslie,  of  the  artil¬ 
lery,  resigns,  %$o.  . 

Baillie,  Capt.  Charles,  of  102nd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  24. 

Baillie,  Maj.  E.,  resigns,  451. 

Baillie,  Hugh,  resigns,  474* 

Baird,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Locko ,  169. 
Baker,  Capt. — ,  resigns,  454. 

Bakhshi  (civil  paymaster,  121,  230; 

allowances  reduced,  225;  see  also 
Civil  Paymaster. 


Balasore,  Orissa,  salt  manufacture,  267; 
rice  from,  422, 

— Resdt.,  allowances  reduced,  218. 
Baldwin,  Capt.  James,  of  the  Contrac¬ 
tor,  123. 

Balfour,  Maj.  Arthur,  lawsuit  re.  Bijai- 
garh  prize-money  against,  xxv,  319, 
381,  476,  489;  to  resign,  454. 

Bail,  Lt,  Robert,  resigns,  542 
Ballantyne,  Capt.  George,  of  the  Pi  got, 
281. 

Band,  (season  in  which  silk-worm  eggs 
are  hatched  and  cocoons  are  gathered;, 
387. 

Bands  (embankments),  lepoit  by  John 
Kmlock  re.,  349-52. 

Banka  Strait  (Streights  of  Banca'i,  Dutch 
East  India,  seizure  of  Portuguese 
ships  near,  362,  396. 

Barabulla  Head  (Barrabulla,  Buira- 
bulla),  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Hooghlv,  307,  308,  324. 

Baianagar  (Barnagore),  24-Parganas, 
Bengal,  rumals  from  160. 

Barasat  (Boorsoot),  24-Paiganas,  Bengal, 
repair  of  bands  at,  349,  350,  351. 
Baiber,  Rev.  Arthur  Ackland,  Chaplain 
to  the  troops  serving  in  Oudh,  9. 
Baring,  Fiancis,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  2,  47,  51,  80,  98,  115,  118, 
121,  162,  165,  168,  177,  1*79,  203,  204, 
211,  245,  254,  278. 

Barkatullah  (Burcut  Ulia,  Burkut  IJlla), 
Mir,  mufti  of  Patna,  compensation  to 
and  reinstatement  of,  xiv,  1-2;  note 
on,  649. 

Barker,  Hugh,  powers  re.  admiralty 
jurisdiction,  398. 

Baiker,  Sir  Robert,  C.-in-C.,  Bengal, 
366. 

Barrackpore,  24  Parganas  Bist.,  Bengal, 
cantonments  at,  596. 

Barracks,  for  H.M/s  forces,  xxii,  15-6, 
28,  365. 

Bar  tick,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Lord 
North ,  281. 

Barton,  William,  Member,  Board  of 
Trade,  question  of  his  President¬ 
ship  of  Bd  of  Trade,  457,  533-6,  573’5- 
Harwell  (ship),  78,  82,  85,  87,  113,  164, 
181,  192,  403,  416,  453,  469* 

— Capt.,  see  Carr,  Capt.  Robert. 

Harwell,  Daniel  Octavius,  Commis¬ 
sioner  for  supervising  implementation 
of  Faizullah  Khan’s  treaty  with  Nawab 
of  Oudh,  xxxv.  106. 

Harwell,  Richard,  Member  of  Board, 
lease  of  his  house,  95-6,  415,  45  L 
claim  re.  salary,  120-1,  332,  417*  47°; 
note  on,  654. 

Basalat  Jang,  brother  of  Nizam  Ah 
Khan,  gives  up  Guntur  to  Coy,  xxxii. 
Basra  (Busra,  Bussora,  Bussorah),  Iraq, 
132.  162,  411,  490,  497,  564;  cloth  for, 
6',  86,  182,  282.  ’ 

— Resdt.  at,  see  Latouche,  William 
Digges. 

Bassein.  Thana  Dist.„  Bombay,  General 
Goddard’s  campaign  against,  xxxiv,  18, 

34- 
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Bassett,  John,  184. 

Batavia,  Java,  396;  arrack  from,  190; 
supply  of  grain  from  Dutch  Govt,  at, 
460-1,  472-3. 

Batchelor,  Mrs  Elizabeth,  reissue  of  bills 
of  exchange  to,  392. 

Bateman,  Nathaniel,  Senr.  Merchant,  8; 
pay  and  allowances,  172-3,  460;  Mem¬ 
ber,  Bd  of  Trade,  488;  services  com¬ 
mended,  589;  note  on,  650. 

Batta  (extra  pay  or  allowance  to  public 
servants  or  soldiers;  subsistence  money), 

30.  39’  i55»  277’  33D  to  H.M.'s 

troops,  12,  13,  27;  to  military  officers, 
220-2;  to  detachment  in  Oudh  abo¬ 
lished,  250. 

Batta  (rate  of  discount),  Bd  of  Trade’s 
difficulties  re.,  xiii,  613. 

Baugh,  Francis,  resigns,  391,  452. 

Baugh,  Isaac,  101;  resigns,  294. 

Bay  of  Bengal,  132,  301;  Capt.  Ritchie’s 
journal  on,  95,  414;  French  ships  cruiz¬ 
ing  in,  289,  300,  360,  402-3,  422,  423. 

Bayley,  William,  butcher,  131. 

Bayne,  John,  agent  to  Archibald  Fraser, 
his  views  rc.  construction  of  puls  and 
debands ,  x,  344;  his  affidavit  on  Fran¬ 
cis’s  charges  against  Impey,  xviii,  337, 
340,  346-9. 

Beatly,  Lt.  Packenham,  of  (he  101st 
Regiment  of  Foot,  25. 

Beatson,  J.,  Coy’s  grain  contract  with, 
422. 

Beclier,  John,  son  of  Richard.  Becher, 
senr.,  writer,  55,  121. 

Becher,  Richard,  senr..  Member,  Court 
of  Directors,  claims  seniority  for  his 
sons,  vii,  311-2. 

Becher,  Richard,  jum\,  son  of  Richard 
Becher,  senr., '  writer,  question  of  his 
rank,  vii,  121,  311-2,  417;  Member, 
Bd  of  Trade,  8,  309,  327;  Chief, 

Dacca  English  Factory,  dies,  327. 

Becher,  Robert,  son  or  Richard  Becher, 
senr.,  cadet,  question  of  his  seniority, 
vii,  311-2. 

Beckwith,  Capt.  John,  of  the  23rd  Re¬ 
giment  of  Tight  Dragoons,  24. 

Beddingfield,  Henry,  cadet,  161. 

Bcdnur  (Bednore),  Mysore,  surrendered 
to  the  English,  133. 

Bedzy  Ghur,  Bcediyygurr,  Bcjvgur,  sac 
Bijaigarh. 

Beech enoe,  John,  midshipman  on  the 
Grosvenor ,  129. 

Beef,  for  Fort.  Marlbroh  130,  282. 

Beerbhom,  Bcerhhoom,  Bccrboom,  sac. 
Birbhum.  * 

Bega3  see  Bigha . 

Behaudcr  Beg,  sec  Bahadur  Beg. 

Belgioioso,  Count,  Viennese  Minister  in 
London,  representations  of,  xvii,  7, 
39,  650. 

Bcligur,  Biligur,  Burdwan  Dist., 
Bengal,  report  of  bands  at,  349,  351. 

Bellas,  Joseph,  cadet,  153. 

Belli,  John,  Agent  Victualler  to  the 
garrison  at  Fort  William,  resigns,  510. 

Bellmont,  Belmont  (ship),  48,  63,  78, 
83,  85,  134,  164,  188,  372,  403,  404, 


453-4.  455’  456,  4^9- 

— Capt.,  see  Gamage,  Capt.  William 

Dick.,  Stewart,  Capt.  Charles. 

Bellona,  Bellone  (French  frigate),  361-2, 

464* 

Benares,  70,  73,  305,  526;  banker  at, 
300,  422;  new  road  from,  435. 

— Paymaster  of  Coy’s  troops  in,  sec 
Steele,  R.G. 

— Raja,  see  Chait  Singh;  Mali  ip  Nara- 
yari. 

— Resdt .,  his  plea  for  reduction  of  cus¬ 
tom  duty,  xxxvii ,  310;  allowances  of 
staff,  218;  sec  also  Fowkc,  Francis; 
Graham,  Thomas;  Markham,  William. 

Benares  Rupee,  see  Rupee,  Benares. 

Bencoolen,  Bencoollen,  see.  Fort  Marl- 
bro’ . 

Bendy.  Capt.  Richard,  of  the  SxvaUoxv, 
124,  472. 

Bengal,  depredations  of  Sanyasis  in, 
xxxvii;  Rcnnell's  .atlas  of,  xxxviii,  452; 
granaries  for,  xliv,  462;  administration 
of  justice  in,  1-2,  126-7.  265:  consign¬ 
ments  for,  5,  85-6,  149,  181,  282; 

mines  in,  22:  investment  for  Europe 
from,  243;  salt  trade  in,  266-7;  admi¬ 
ralty  jurisdiction  in,  363.  393,  398; 
effects  of  famine  in,  4.13:  saltpetre 
manufacture  in,  488;  good  harvest  in, 
451;  appropriation  of  resources  of, 
493,  570;  and  passim. 

-Governor,  see  Cartier,  J. 

--  Governor  General,  see  Hastings, 
Warren;  Macphcrson,  John, 

Nawah,  sec  Jafar  Ali  Khan;  Muba- 
vakud-Daulah;  Najmud-Daulah;  Qa- 
sim  Alt  Khan;  Saifud-Daulah;  Sirajud- 
Danlah. 

Bengal  Government;  sec  Fort  William 
Board. 

Bengal  River,  sec  Hooghiv  River. 

Bengali  Language,  translation  of  Pitt’s 
India  Act  into,  531. 

Bengali  Translator,  allowances  of  224. 

Hensley,  William,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  2,  39,  46,  47,  49,  51,  80, 
98,  ioi,  115,  V18,  I2t,  1 3 1 ,*  142,  147, 
136,  159,  160,  162,  165,  177.  179,  186, 
187,  203,  204,  21 1 ;  executor  for  Capt. 
Edward  Roach,  61 ,  3^8. 

Bcrar,  Raja  of,  see  Ghimnaji  Bhonslc. 

Bcrhamporc  (BurramporcV  Murshidabad 
Dist.,  Bengal,  32;  repair  of  canton¬ 
ments  at,  487,  596. 

Berkley,  Henry  Nicholas  Lionel,  cadet,  10. 

Bcrric  (Ferric),  William,  Junr.  mer¬ 
chant,  8,  391 . 

Barrington  (ship),  123,  132,  142,  143, 

153,  236,  255,  281,  479,  *480,  503,  507. 
508,  530,  531,  53a,  533.  53(1,  537.  538. 
589,  540.  548 >  547- 

— Capt.,  sec  Johnston,  Capt.  John;  Fey, 
Capt.  Thomas. 

Bcsborough  (ship),  83,  85,  120.  164,  282, 

459,  480,  488,  508,  515,  516,  517,  518, 
519,  521,  5.31. 

— Capt.,  see  Montgomerie,  Capt.  Alex¬ 
ander. 
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Best,  George,  Secy,  in  H.M/s  German 
Office,  59. 

Betsey  (ship),  289,  293,  487;  captured, 
363>  S78- 

— Gapt.,  see  Geddes,  Capt.  R. 

Betty,  question  of  her  passage  expense, 

57- 

Bevan,  Maj.  Henry,  resumes  duty,  9. 

Bhagalpur  (Bagglipore,  Baglepore), 
Bengal,  433;  waste  lanl  for  disabled 
Indian  soldiers  in,  xlii-xliii,  247,  275. 

— Revenue  Chief,  see  Chapman,  Char- 
les. 

Bhagirathi  River  (Cossimbuzar  Rivei), 
toll  on  goods  at,  3,5,  369. 

Bianco,  Francesco,  of  Venice,  seaman, 
129,  130. 

Bickerton,  Sir  Richard,  fleet  of,  362; 
note  on,  659. 

Bidge  Ghur,  Bidzighur,  see  Bijaigarh. 

Bie,  Lt. -Fireworker  George,  retires,  560, 
578. 

Bie,  O.,  Chief  of  Serampore  Danish 
Factory,  326,  421. 

Biggs,  C.,  discharged,  131. 

Bigha  (measure  of  land),  248. 

Bihar  (Behar),  granaries  for,  xliv,  462; 
admmistiation  of  justice  in,  127,  salt 
in,  267;  measures  for  preserving  peace 
at  frontiers  of,  389;  Admiralty  Court 
for,  398;  effects  of  famine,  443;  manu¬ 
facture  of  saltpetre  in,  448;  good 
harvest  in,  451;  and  passim. 

Bijaigarh  Fort  (Bedzy  Ghur,  Beedjy 
Gur,  Beedjygurr,  Bejygur,  Bidge  Ghur, 
Bidzighur,  Bijeghur),  Benares,.  U.P., 
305;  lecruiting  centre,  xx-xxi,  310; 
question  of  booty  during  capture  of, 
xxv,  70,  297,  318-9,  381,  476,  489, 
526;  dissolution  of  establishment  at, 
xxvii,  436;  note  on,  653. 

Biligur,  see  Beligur. 

Billiah,  repair  of  bands  at,  349,  351. 

Bills  of  Exchange,  36,  39,  132-3,  157-8, 

190,  300,  315,  332»  37°>  39*»  52°;  PaY‘ 
merit  to  H.M/s  forces  through,  16; 
prohibition  on  giving  persons  in 
Europe  credit  by,  21;  measures  to 
prevent  forgeries  of,  179-80,  183,  592; 
Coy  'permitted  to  draw  /bills  upon 
Court  on  account  of  its  Indian  debts, 
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Bingham,  George,  asst,  surgeon,  452. 
Birbhum  (Beerbhom,  Beerbhoom,  Beer- 
boom),  Bengal,  complaints  of  mmm- 
dars  of,  93;  revenue  from,  45° >  537* 
Bird,  Ensign  John  Jenkins,  543. 
Birdworth,  Joseph,  cadet,  153. 

Birrel,  G.,  resigns,  467. 

Bishnupur  (Bissenpore),  Bankura  Dist., 
Bengal,  revenue  from,  453,  45°. 
Blachford,  Opt.  George,  123;  of  the 
Foulis,  132,  281;  of  the  Egmont  and 

the  Contractor ,  132. 

Black,  Alexander,  free  manner,  182. 
Black,  Capt.  Samuel,  on  leave  6o’; 
Blackburn  (Blackbume),  Capt.  J®nn. 

of  the  Fox,  78.  8S>  85,  4"8- 

Blair,  Col.  R.,  Commander  of  Ohunat 


Detachment,  xvii,  436,  558;  it*,  his 
promotion,  67,  381,  526-7. 

Blanchard,  Rev.  T.,  Senr.  Chaplain  at 
Fort  William,  removed,  489. 

Blandford  (ship),  8,  335,  444;  captuied, 

353- 

Blanshard  (Blanchard),  Capt.  John  At¬ 
kinson,  of  the  York ,  78,  82,  85;  of 
the  Rockingham ,  282. 

Blunt,  Sir  Chailes  AVilliam,  wiitei* 
114,  145;  army  contractor,  486. 

Board  of  Control  (Gontroul),  593; 
powers,  619. 

Board  of  Council,  composition,  powers 
and  duties  of,  258;  see  also  Fort  AVil¬ 
liam  Board. 

Board  of  Inspection,  to  supervise  mea 
sures  of  economy  in  administration, 
xiii,  392-3;  transmission  of  proceedings 
of  173,  330;  to  take  over  work  of 
Committee  of  Accounts,  231-2;  busi¬ 
ness  divided  between  Secret  and  Gene¬ 
ral  Depts.  599;  see  also  Department  of 
Inspection. 

— Secy.,  reduction  in  allowances,  214; 

see  also  Bushby,  William. 

Board  of  Ordnance,  28,  252,  364,  411, 
507;  reduction  in  establishment,  209; 
see  also  Ordnance. 

— Secy.,  reduction  in  allowances,  223. 
Board  of  Revenue,  258;  composition, 
powers  and  jurisdiction  of,  260-1;  see 
also  Revenue;  Revenue  Department. 
Board  of  Trade,  reversionary  posts  in, 

xii,  172-3,  226,  460,  589;  on  batta , 

xiii,  613;  members,  8,  $09,  488;  re¬ 
primanded,  159;  instructions  for  pack¬ 
ing  of  goods,  197,  412;  economy  urged, 
209;  salary  and  commission  to  mem¬ 
bers,  224,  317^  585;  position  vis-a-vis 
Fort  William  Board,  236,  262,  309, 
315;  composition,  powers  and  juris¬ 
diction  of,  261-3;  services  praised,  470; 
to  prevent  assistance  in  trade  to  fore¬ 
ign  companies,  367-8;  aod  passim . 

— Accountant,  see  Tomlinson,  Robert. 

— Presdt.,  387;  commission  and  allow¬ 
ances,  224,  3l6’7»  584-&  cluestion  °} 
filling  vacancy  during  illness  of, 
579-6;  see  also  Aldersey,  William; 
Dacres,  Philip  Milner;  Middleton, 
Samuel;  Stuart,  Hon.  Charles. 

— Sub-Accountant,  see  Young,  Allen 
Edward. 

Boats,  abolition  of  agency  for,  380. 
Boddam,  Charles,  Member,  Court  ol 
Directors,  51,  64,  98,  m,  118,  .129, 
134,  137,  142;  of  Secret  Committee. 

124. 

Boddam,  Charles,  writer,  8£,  178,  &P> 
589-90.  . 

Boddam,  Rawson  Hart,  Governor  of 

Bombay,  168,  198. 

Bodkin,  Nicholas,  free  mariner,  183. 
Boehm,  Edmund,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  162,  165,  168,  i77*  W* 

203,  204,  211,  239,  *45>  -83. 
Bogglipore,  Boglepore,  see  Bhagalpur. 
Bogle,  George,  cadet,  10. 
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ogle,  George,  on  conuact  for  icpairing 
uls ,  343-4. 

.oilah,  band  at,  349. 

,olts,  William,  xvii,  7;  ban  on  trade 
with,  365;  note  on,  650. 
lombay,  goods  and  provisions  for,  5, 
58,  86,  149,  182,  282,  405,  485;  salt¬ 
petre  for,  6,  300;  marine  at,  10,  112, 
150;  position  re  rice,  58,  482;  H.M.’s 
troops  at,  201,  504,  522;  treasury  at, 
309;  writers  at,  333;  and  passim. 
iombay  Detachment  (Bengal  troops  sent 
to  Bombay),  329,  357;"  reduction  in, 
4316,  466;  sepoys  rewarded  foi  meri¬ 
torious  services,  507. 

—Commander,  see  Goodard,  Brig. -Gene¬ 
ral  Thomas;  Morgan,  Lt.-Col.  Charles. 
Bombay  Government,  144;  debts  of,  144, 
177,  202-3,  493-4;  members,  168,  198, 
investment  for  Europe,  243;  censured, 
246;  measures  against  desertion,  248; 
army  establishment,  273-4;  inability 
to  supply  victuals  to  H.M.’s  Navy, 
42S;  money  for,  493,  567,  570,  587-8, 
600. 

— C.-in-C.,  see  Nilson,  Brig. -General 
Lawrence. 

— Governor,  see  Boddam,  Rawson  Hart. 
— Resdt.  at,  see  Dighton,  James  Lucy 
— Select  Committee,  83;  praised  by 
Court,  36;  financial  distress  of,  177* 
withhold  Surat  revenues  appropriated 
for  Bombay  Detachment,  311. 

Bombay  Rupee,  see  Rupee,  Bombay. 
Bonded  Debt,  E  I  Coy’s,  at  Bombay, 
177,  202-3,  493-4;  at  Fort  Marlbro’ , 

244. 

Bonds,  granted  prior  to  receipt  of  sums 
borrowed  disapproved,  133;  discount 
on,  548-9. 

Bonham,  Capt.  Samuel  Charles,  of  the 
Norfolk,  4,  404. 

Boorsoot,  see  Barasat. 

Booth, — ,  his  charges  against  Patna 
Council,  xvii,  90-1. 

Booth,  Benjamin,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  51,  64,  101,  no,  118,  119. 
121;  of  Secret  Committee,  40,  124. 
Boots  Man's  river  (Bushman’s  River, 
Natal?),  130. 

Booty,  see  Spoils  of  War. 

Bordes,  Lt.  Breon,  of  the  101st  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  25. 

Bosanquet,  Jacob,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  80,  98,  111,  115,  118,  119, 
121,  129,  134,  i37>  i47>  159, 

583. 

Boswell,  Capt.  B.,  of  the  Earl  of  Ches - 
ter  fie  Id,  326,  405,  449,  459. 

Botany,  Dr  Koenig’s  researches  in,  576 
Botham,  Henry,  Member,  Fort  Marlbro' 
Council,  323;  takes  presents  to  King  of 
Achin,  465. 

Bourchier  (Bouchier),  Thomas,  63,  438. 
Bourdieu,  Joseph,  writer,  125,  145. 
Bourke,  Capt.  Walter,  to  resume 
duty,  9. 

Bowden,  Lawrence,  free  mariner,  183. 
Bbwey,  William,  Dy  Master  Attendant, 
*86.  508,  545.  .  - 


Bowket,  John,  powers  le  admit  alt  y,  398. 
Bowles,  Capt  Charles,  101. 

Bradford,  J.Y.,  39. 

Bradley  (Bradly),  Maj.  Thomas,  pen¬ 
sion  foi,  293,  297. 

Bradshaw,  Lt. — ,  on  leave,  560, 

Bradshaw,  James,  Membet,  Council  of 
Supercargoes  at  Canton,  6,  86. 

Bradyl,  Thomas,  powers  le.  admiralty, 
398. 

Braith waite.  Col. — ,  17. 

Braithwaite,  Lt.  John,  of  the  101st  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  25.  $ 

Brest,  Fiance,  49,  50. 

Breton,  Capt.  Fredrick,  on  furlough, 
607. 

Brettell  (Brittell),  Capt.  Thomas,  of  the 
Montagu ,  52,  169,  180,  601. 

Brickell,  Lt. -Fireworker  William,  re¬ 
signs,  440. 

Bridgewater  (ship),  281. 

Bridges,  repair  of,  x.  39*  34  L  343-8, 
see  also  Pulbandi. 

Briganti,  — ,  Supdt.  of  Raw  Silk,  419. 
Bright,  Edward,  asst,  surgeon,  151,  191. 
Bright,  George,  375;  dismissed,  vi,  55. 
Brilliant  (ship),  4/50,  52,  56;  wrecked, 

373- 

— Capt.,  see  Means,  Capt.  Chailes. 

Brisset,  Lt.  John,  of  the  101  st  Regiment 
of  Foot,  25. 

Bristol  (man-of-war),  77,  78. 

Bristow,  John,  Resdt.  at  Oudh,  235, 
250,  543;  reinstated,  ii,  66-7,  380; 

accepts  money  from  the  Begams*  of 
Oudh.  104;  note  on,  662. 

Britannia  (snow),  52,  170,  185,  402-3, 
431- 

— Capt.  see  Gumming,  Capt.  Edwaul. 
British,  the,  prohibited  by  Act  of  Par¬ 
liament  from  helping  foreigners,  xli, 
21,  150,  244*5,  3&7»  394-5;  to  reside 
within  ten  miles  of  principal  settle¬ 
ment,  150. 

British  King  (ship\  4. 

Brit  tel,  see  Brettell. 

Broadley,  Capt.  John,  of  the  True 
Briton,  78,  85. 

•  Brocklesly,  Robert,  5<)2. 

Broome,  Capt. — ,  resigns,  560. 
Broughton, — ,  writer,  re. %  his  transfer 
to  Bengal,  154,  333,  *90. 

Broughton,  Robert,  cadet,  10. 

Broughton,  Thomas,  engineer,  101,  152. 
Broughton,  Thomas  Philip,  to  resume 
duty,  88. 

Brown,  David,  to  superintend  education 
of  orphans  of  Coy's  soldiers'  xlii,  191, 
280. 

Brown,  Capt.  James,  of  the  Alfred t  3, 
Brown,  Maj.  James,  on  leave,  607, 
Brown,  Lt.  John;  on  leave,  542, 

Brown,  Thomas,  barrister,  77, 

Brown,  Thomas,  free  mariner,  146. 
Brown  (Browne),  Capt.  Thomas,  on 
furlough,  595,  606-7. 

Browne,  Lt. — ,  on  furlough,  560, 
Browne,  George,  free  mariner,  150. 
Browne,  Capt.  George,  of  the  102nd 
Regiment  of  Foot,  26. 
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Browne,  Henry,  Member,  Council  of 
Supercargoes  at  Canton,  6,  86,  141, 
184,  2 80. 

Browne  (Brown),  Maj.  James,  Resdt.  at 
Delhi,  censured,  178;  note  on,  655. 
Browne,  Ulysses,  cadet,  62. 

Bruce,  Capt.— ,  resigns,  525,  527. 

Bruce,  Alexander,  Member,  Council  of 
Supercargoes  at  Canton,  6,  86,  141, 
184,  280. 

Bruce,  Charles  Andrew,  writer,  121,  145, 

1^2,  lQl ,  202  • 

Biuce,  Maj /Gen.  Thomas,  Commander 
of  H.M.’s  100th  Regiment,  59,  70. 
Bruce,  Maj.  W.,  Adjutant  General, 
Bengal,  dies,  505. 

Bruere,  Li.  Richard,  of  H.M.’s  Navy, 
permitted  to  be  free  mariner,  171. 
Bruere,  William,  Secy,  to  F.W.  Board, 
123,  236,  246;  his  grain  contract,  422; 
Secy,  to  Public  Dept.,  442. 

Buck,  James,  free  mariner,  171. 

Bullion,  317-8,  484;.  tor  Madras,  40,  424> 
449 >  549;  restriction  on  its  transport, 
53»  374;  scarcity  of,  511;  see  also 

Specie. 

Bullivant,  John,  cadet,  10. 

Bullock,  Lt.  J.,  on  furlough,  607 
Bullock  Department,  of  Coy’s  army, 
xix;  interference  by  Madras  Govt,  in, 
386;  purchase  and  sale  of  bullocks, 
209,  330,  486. 

Bullwant,  Lt.  J.,  on  furlough,  607. 
Buncle,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Warren , 
claim  for  wages,  318,  364. 

Bunds,  see  Bands. 

Buoys,  laid  in  Hooghly  river,  324-5,  361. 
Burdah,  Burdwan  Dist.;  Bengal,  repair 
of  bands  at,  351. 

Burdwan  (Burdwaun),  Bengal,  contract 
for  repairing  embankments  in,  39,  341, 
343-8;  money  from,  295,  298,  445,  45^» 

463*  467>  477  >  536,  537*. 

Burdwan  Provincial  Council  of  Revenue, 
Chief  of,  see  Higginson,  Alexander. 
Burdwan  Rupee,  see  Rupee,  Burdwan. 
Burfoot, — ,  Chief  Officer  of  the  Major , 
480. 

Burges,  John  Bennet,  101. 

Burges,  ‘Capt.  Thomas,  resigns,  358. 
Burges,  Y.,  writer,  154. 

Burgess,  John  Smith,  Member,  Court  of 

Directors,  39,  4&>  47>  49>  51*  64,  77> 
96,  98,  101,  110,  115,  118,  119-,  129, 

134,  137,  142*  l47»  15^»  159>  l^°* 

165,  177,  186,  187,  203,  204,  *11;  to 
superintend  embarkation  of  H.M.  s 
troops,  27. 

Burgh,  John,  asst,  surgeon,  151. 

Burgh,  “Robert,  Paymaster  of  the  2nd 
Brigade,  dues  from,  435’  4^8* 
Burghall,  Maj.  George,  his  plan  re.  for¬ 
tifications,  10,  365. 

Burgoyne,  Maj. -Gen.  Sir  John,.,  com¬ 
plaints  against  Madras  Govt.,  iii,  438; 
Commander  of  the  Regiment  of  Light 
Dragoons,  xxvii,  23,  24,  29,  368,  435; 
to  be  court-martialled,  176-7. 

Burke,  Richard,  59. 


Buike,  William,  Dy.  Paymaster  General, 
King  of  England’s  Army  in  India,  59. 
Burcut  Ulla,  Burkut  Ulla,  Mir,  see 
Barkatullah,  Mir. 

Burn,  Rev.  Dr.  James,  Senr  Chaplain, 

342;  departure  of,  474,  489. 

Burnet,  George,  court-martialled,  358. 
Burnett,  William,  surgeon,  55. 

Burrabulla,  see  Barabulla  Head. 
Burrampore,  see  Berhampore. 

Burrington,  Capt.  George,  permitted  to 
lesume  duty  m  Bengal,  56. 

Burrow, — ,  Master  of  Mathematical 

School  at  Fort  William,  xl,  463. 

Burt,  Adam,  asst,  surgeon,  152,  392. 
Busbndge  (ship),  52,  57,  59,  78,  164, 
181,  192,  403,  449,  450,  459,  469. 

— Capt.,  see  Robertson,  Capt.  John; 

Tod,  Capt.  Alexander. 

Bushby,  William,  arbitrator  for  dues 
from  Burgh,  435,  Secy,  to  Bd.  of 
Inspection,  591. 

Busra,  Bussora,  Bussorah,  see  Basra. 
Bussche,  Maj.  Gen.  Baron,  Commis¬ 
sioner  foi  raising  Hanoverian  Troops, 

12. 

Bussy,  Marquess  de,  xxxi,  411. 
j Bute  (ship),  4. 

Butler,  Henry,  writer,  55. 

Buxar,  Shahabad  Dist.,  Bihar,  garrison 
at,  389;  battle  of,  596. 

Buxey,  see  Bakhshi. 

Buzar  (market),  93,  432. 

Bye,  George,  suspended.  44Q. 

Bye-laws,  re.  special  appointments  of  , 
officers  of  Calcutta,  xvui,  409-10;  ie- 
registry  of  lascars  and  Indian  seamen, 
432,  584. 

Byers,  Valentine,  baker,  ship-wrecked, 
129. 

By  rah,  repair  of  bands  at,  351 

Cadet  Corps,  Commander  of,  see 
Dawson,  Lt.  Edward. 

Cadets,  9,  10,  23,  88,  99,  112-3,  153*  15.5* 
172,  358,  507,  594;  question  of  dismis¬ 
sal,  17;  regulations  re.  appointments, 
248,  366,  594;  abolition  of  company 
of,  356,  4i2:3;  ranking,  438,  507. 

Cadi,  see  Qazi. 

Caffres,  see  Kafri. 

Calcapore,  see  Kalkapur. 

Calcraft,  Lt— ,  to  proceed  to  Europe, 

5,60. 

Calcutta  (ship),  3,  322,  353,  360,  439. 

5,60. 

— Capt ,  see  Thomson,  Capt.  William 
Calcutta,  road  between  Chunar  and, 
ix-x,  70-1,  382,  435,  577’8;  church,  xli, 
200;  hospitals,  xxxix,  200,  207,  217; 
public  market,  xxxix-xl,  327-8,  432; 
canals,  119,  192;  jails>  217,  389-9°* 
409;  customs  administration,  266,  416; 
grain  from,  300,  326;  Mayor  and 

Aldermen  empowered  to  examine 
prizes,  432;  C.-in-C.’s  military  author¬ 
ity  in,  563;  and  passim,  see  also  Coro¬ 
ner;  Fort  William;  Kidderpore;  Town 
Major. 

—Collector,  emoluments,  206. 
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Sheuff,  see  Haie,  John;  Yongc,  Philip. 
Icutta  Madrasa  (Madrassa),  lunds  for, 
d,  317;  note  on,  657. 

.lico  (calhco),  import  into  England 
prohibited,  53. 

ill,  Capt.  T.,  Surveyor  General,  xxxix, 
171;  salary,  416-7;  map  of  India  by, 

5*4>  597-  ' 

dlender,  James,  tree  manner,  191. 
dvert,  Thomas,  72,  1:97. 

Lmac,  Lt — ,  resigns,  454. 

imac.  Col.  Jacob,  xxxiii-xxxiv,  34,  94, 

476;  resigns,  333;  note  on,  651-2. 

imbden,  Camden  (ship),  531,  600;  see 

also  Lord  Camden. 

imels,  for  army,  xix,  209,  330,  486. 

imeron,  D.J.,  of  the  98th  Regiment, 

596-7. 

imeron,  Capt.  W.N.,  on  fuilough, 
595*  606. 

amlets  (Camblets),  for  China,  6,  86, 
150,  182,  282. 
ampbell, — ,  cadet,  506. 
ampbcll,  Maj. -General  Allan,  G.-in-C., 
King  of  England's,  Army  in  India,  503, 
523,  562. 

ampbell,  Lt-Col.  Archibald,  nominated 
as  Governor  and  C.-in-C.  of  Madras, 
199,  246. 

ampbell.  Dr  Daniel,  Surgeon  General, 
56;  resigns,  452;  to  resume  duly,  18  p 
467.  ' 

ampbell.  Ensign  Dugald,  of  the  101st 
Regiment  of  Foot,  25. 
iampbell,  Lt-Col.  Dugald,  of  the  42nd 
Regiment,  146. 

lampbell,  James,  third  mate  of  the 
Warren,  his  wages,  5,  364. 
lampbell,  James,  surgeon,  appointment 
disapproved,  151. 

iampoell,  John,  cornet  in  23rd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Light  Dragoons,  2  p 
aimpbell,  Capt.  Smollet,  of  the  101st 
Regiment  of  Foot,  24. 

Campbell,  William,  surgeon,  resigns, 

358. 

’anals,  119,  102. 

^ane,  Lt  Madfycott,  of  the  102nd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  26, 
banning,  John,  free-mariner,  182. 
Janongoes ,  see  Qanungo . 

Canton  (ship),  4. 

Janton,  China,  xlv,  60,  128,  362,  363, 
390,  396,  405,  480;  supplies  to  and 
from,'  181,  283,  292,  322  481,  502; 
restrictions  on  sale  of  opium  at,  378. 
—Council  of  Supercargoes  at,  members, 
6,  86,  141,  184,  280;  commission  on 
investment  to,  317. 

Cantonments,  repair  of,  389,  487-8,  596, 
607. 

Car  Nicobar,  Nicobar  Islands,  99,  405. 
Caramnasa,  Caramnassa,  see  Karamnasa 
River. 

Carden,  Ensign — ,  of  the  36th  Regiment, 
141  • 

Cargill,  Mrs — ,  89,  414. 

Carmarthen,  Marquis  of.  Secy  of  State, 
England,  189. 


Carmichael,  John,  Paymaster  to  gainson 
at  Fort  William,  dues  £10111,  368-9. 
Carnatic  (Carnatick),  the,  wvii,  18, 

1 43-4*  l(i2,  293,  294,  320,  385,  392. 
437,  455,  472;  mutiny  of  Muhammad 
Ah  Khan’s  cavalr)  in,  xxv-xwi,  482, 
660;  captured  by  Haidar  Ali,  xxxi, 
175;  Nizam  Ali  Khan's  proposal  for 
cession  of,  xxxiii,  250;  suivey  ol, 
xxxviii,  318. 

— Nawab  of,  see  Muhammad  Ali  Khan. 
Carnatic  Detachment  (Bengal  troops  sent 
to  the  Carnatic),  iii.  384,  427;  supplies 
kn,  xvi,  xx,  290,  386,  482;  promotions 
in,  xxiir  437; 'ar  til  lei  y  foi,  355;  plan 
for  remittances  to,  422-6;  reduction, 
436;  return  to  Bengal,  471;  dissolu¬ 
tion,  542;  revenues  for,  620-1. 

— Commander,  sec  Peaise,  Col.  T.  D. 
Carr,  Capt.  Robert,  of  the  Barwell ,  78, 
82,  85,  181;  censured,  113. 

Carridaries  (a  kind  of  piece-goods),  160. 
Carruthers,  Robcit,  cadet,  153. 

Carse,  John,  free  mariner,  191. 

Carter,  Charles,  free  mariner,  171. 
Carter,  George,  painter,  280. 

Cartier,  J.,  Governor  of  Bengal,  on 
stipend  for  Mubarakud-Daulah,  625-6. 
Casement,  Thomas,  asst  surgeon,  151* 
191 . 

Cas'san,  Stephen,  barrister,  56. 

Casiairs,  John,  asst  surgeon,  151,  191. 
Caihcait,  *  Lt-Col.  Charles,  Quaitennas- 
ter  General,  King  of  England's  Army 
in  India,  385;  rewarded  for  gallantry, 
xxi,  280. 

Cato  (ship),  73,  84, 

Gator,  William,  Collector  of  Customs  at 
Dacca,  153-4.  ‘ 

Cauzi,  see  Qcizi, 

Cavalry,  E.L  Ck>y's,  xix,  220;  retrench¬ 
ment  in,  xxvii,  355,  368;  composition, 
269-73;  see  a^so  Muglial  C&valrv. 

— Muhammad  Ali’s,  mutiny  of,  xxv- 
xxvi,  482,  660. 

Cawnpore,  brigade  at,  250,  435, 

Ceres  (ship),  4,  164,  280/403/454,  437-8, 
469. 

—Capt.,  see  Price,  Capt.  Thomas. 

Chait  Singh  (Che it  Sing,  Gheyt  Singh, 
Cheyte  Sing),  Raja  of  Benares,  xxxv, 
104,  119;  case  reviewed  by  Court, 

xv -xvi,  74-7,  143;  note  on,  653. 
Chalmers,  John,  free  mariner,  iqi. 
Chambers,  ’Sir  Robert,  Chief  Justice  and 
Presdt  of  Chinsura  Court  of  Justice, 
ii,  56,  338,  375;  Supdt.  of  Chinsura 
Courts  of'  Justice,  xxix,  310,  334;  note 
on,  657. 

Champanogonv,  repair  of  bands  at,  351. 
Champion,  Col,  Alexander,  xxxv,  105. 
Champion,  Joseph,  Persian  scholar,  xl, 
606. 

Chandernagore,  French  settlement  on 
the  Hooghly,  to  be  restored  to  the 
French,  115-6;  treaty  article  re.  drain¬ 
age  ditch  around,  136. 

Chandrakona  (Ghandercona),  Midnapore 
Dist.,  Bengal,  repair  of  bimds  at,  351. 
Chaplains,  in  Bengal,  salary,  216, 
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Chapman  (ship),  99,  299,  301,  302,  308, 
32s,  410. 

Chapman,  Charles,  Revenue  Chief  at 
Bhagalpur,  545. 

Chartres,—,  removed  from  office,  407. 
Chaser  (frigate),  xxx,  291. 

Ghatfield,  Maj. — ,  resigns,  524. 

Chauki  (station  of  police  or  customs), 
92. 

Chauki dai  (watchman),  443. 

Cheap,  George,  writer,  8,  101. 

Cheap,  J.,  Examinei  in  Accountant’s 
Office,  231. 

Cheap,  John,  writer,  100,  145. 

Cheap,  Thomas,  Member,  '  Court  of 
Directors,  s,  39,  46,  47,  49,  51,  96, 
98,  111,  129,  134,  137,  142,  147,  239, 
245.  254.  278,  283. 

Cheit  Sing,  Cheyt  Singh,  Cheyte  Sine, 
see  Chait  Singh. 

Ghepauk,  Madras,  Nawab  of  Arcol's 
residence  at,  60. 

Chesterfield ,  see  Earl  of  Chesterfield. 
Chief  Engineer,  to  be  member  of  Mili¬ 
tary  Bd,  258;  on  repairs  at  Fort 
William,  577;  see  also  Watson,  Lt-Col. 
Henry. 

Chief  Justice,  see  Impey,  Sir  Elijah. 
Child,  Lt.  William  Gilbert,  of  the  23rd 
Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons,  24. 
Chimnaji  Bhonslc  (Chimnajee  Boosla), 
Raja  of  Berar,  Coy’s  agreement  with, 
ii,  xxxi,  xxxiv,  17,  34-5,  369;  note  on, 
651. 

China,  xxxiii,  22,  71,  125,  356,  531; 
ships  to,  3-4,  52,  85,  87,  123,  132,  169- 
70,  299,  314,  360-1,  406,  411,  481; 
goods  for,  6,  86,  150,  182,  243,  282; 
silk  from,  37;  ban  on  import  of  opium 
into,  61;  financial  aid  to  settlement  at, 
144,  157-8,  363,  493,  567,  570;  see  also 
Canton. 

Chinese,  the,  measures  to  prevent  mis¬ 
conduct  by  Coy's  servants  towards, 
xvii,  323,  390. 

Chinsura  "  (Chinsurah),  Hooghly  Dist., 
Bengal,  511,  549;  captured  and  relief 
granted  to  inhabitants,  xxviii-xxix, 
291-2,  310. 

Chinsura*  Court  of  Justice,  Presdt  and 
Supdt  of,  see  Chambers,  Sir  Robert. 
Chintz,  197;  manufacture  prohibited, 
374;  contract  with  Prinsep,  37,  370-1, 
420,  469. 

Chittagong,  Bengal,  Magh  incursions 
into,  32;  salt  manufacture  near,  267; 
treasure  from,  295. 

—Revenue  Chief,  see  Bateman,  Na¬ 
thaniel. 

Chittagong  River,  see  Maiyani  River. 
Chokeydar,  see  Chaukidar. 

Chollet,  James,  dies,  442. 

Chomuah,  repair  of  bands  at,  351. 
Choromandel,  see  Coromandel  Coast. 
Chowkey ,  see  Chauki. 

Chunar  (Chunar  Ghur,  Chunargur), 
Mirzapur  Dist.,  U.P.,  94,  465;  road 
between  Calcutta  and,  ix-x,  70-1,  382, 
435,  577-8;  treaty  of,  xxxiv. 
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Chunar  Detachment,  436;  dissolved, 
xxvii. 

— Commander,  see  Blair,  Col.  R. 

— Paymasters,  allowances,  222;  see  also 
Steele,  R  G. 

Chuich,  Capt. — ,  of  King’s  Army,  allow¬ 
ances,  579. 

Church,  Jeremiah,  barrister,  56. 

Church,  Capt.-Lt  John,  of  the  102nd 
Regiment  of  Foot,  26. 

Church,  Richaid,  Member,  Bombay 
Council,  168,  198. 

Church,  Robert,  asst  surgeon,  543. 

Church  Wardens,  295,  2<pJ,  313,  586-7. 
Churchill,  Capt.  Henry,  of  the  Walpole, 
83,  85,  281. 

Chuttuah,  repair  of  bands  at,  350-1. 
Circars,  see  Norhtem  Circars. 

Civil  Department,  231;  retrenchments, 
207,  209. 

Civil  Paymaster,  230,  368,  417,  470,  511; 

remuneration,  215;  see  also  Bakhshi 
Civil  Service,  see  Servants,  E.I.  Coy's. 
Clarke,  Thomas,  asst  surgeon,  151. 

Clarke,  Thomas  Man,  cadet,  113. 
Clavering,  Sir  John,  Member  of  Board, 
Mi- 

Clerici,  Francis,  spinner,  254. 

Clerk  of  the  Market,  see  McFarlane, 
Robert. 

Clifton,  Capt.  AVj  of  the  Intelligence y 
582 

Clive,  Robert,  Lord,  14,  384;  jagir  of, 
61,  127,  367;  assurances  to  Munni 
Begam  by,  616. 

Clive's  Fund  For  Military  Invalids, 
claims  and  distributions,  xlii,  9,  63, 

805.  379.  39‘-  488,  5*4.  457  -  597; 
question  of  pensions  to  surgeons  from, 
64,  379-80;  note  on,  650. 

Close,  see  Croftes,  Killican  8c  Close. 
Cloth,  5-6,  85-6,  149-50,  160,  181-2,  282; 
tax  on,  91;  instructions  re.  packing. 
197,  412;  illicit  trade  in,  309-10;  from 
Oudh,  327,  387,  519,  54<>;  see  also 

Doria ;  Muslim;  Nainsook;  Neckcloths; 
Nillae ;  Rumals ;  Tabinet. 

Coast,  see  Coromandel  Coast, 

Cobham,  L.,  Dy  Paymaster,  removed, 
407. 

Cockerlee,  see  Cowcolly. 

Cock's  Island,  Coke's  Island,  see  Coxe’s 
Island. 

Codjen,  see  Kujang  Islands. 

Coffee,  from  Mocha,  236-7,  502,  519,  531. 
Coghlan,  Edmond,  Adjutant,  101st  Regi 
raent  of  Foot,  25. 

Coinage  and  Currency,  contract  with 
Prinsep,  22,  200,  302-3,  368,  4M*8» 
502,  511,  545;  see  also  JBatta;  Copper; 
Dollars;  Mint;  Rupee;  Silver. 

Cole,  Capt.  Henry  St.  George,  of  the 
101st  Regiment  of  Foot,  24. 

Cole,  Humphry,  powers  re.  admiralty, 

398. 

Colebrooke,  Henry  Thomas,  to  resume 
duty,  55. 

Collectors  of  Customs,  not  to  take  extra 
fee,  35;  allowances,  206,  212,  267. 


78 


INDEX 


-at  Dacca,  see  Cator,  William, 
ollie, — ,  removed  from  office,  407. 
ollins,  Capt.  John,  A.D.C.  to  Maj.- 
General  Stibbert,  608. 

',olloyf  see  Kalai. 
lolumbo,  Ceylon,  464. 
lombauld,  Lt  Peter,  resigns,  333;  to 
resume  duty,  146. 

!ommander-in-Chief — 

— Bengal,  position  vis-a-vis  Governor 
General,  iv,  67,  68,  311;  position 

vis-a-vis  F.W.  Boaid,  xix,  xxiv-xxv, 
380-1,  506,  594;  position  vis-a-vi* 

C.-in-C.  of  King  of  England’s  Army 
in  India,  xxii-xxiii,  356-7;  on  dls: 
missal  of  cadets,  17;  allowances  oi 
staff  220,  222;  to  be  member  of 
Military  Bd,  *58;  plan  for  recruit¬ 
ment  and  training  of  sepoys,  310; 
against  setting  up  corps  of  miners, 
365;  advises  retrenchments,  435-6, 
466;  his  military  authority  in  Cal¬ 
cutta,  563;  and  passim;  see  also 
Goote,  Sir  Eyre;  Sloper,  Lt. -General 
Robert;  Stibbert,  Brig.-General  Giles. 

— Bombay,  allowances,  220. 

— Fait  Marlbro,  see  Murray,  Lt. -C.nl. 

Alexander.  . 

— King  of  England’s  Army  in  India, 
47,  59;  position  vis-a-vis  C.-in-C, 

Bengal  Army,  xxii-xxiii,  356-7;  see 
also  Campbell,  Maj-General  Allan, 

— Madras,  allowances,  220;  see  also 
Campbell,  Maj.-General  Sir  Archi¬ 
bald;  Dalling,  Lt-General  John. 
Commercial  Department,  230,  262-3; 

position  re.  batta f  xiii,  613;  1  eduction 
in  establishment,  207,  209,  224-6. 
Commissaries,  at  Dacca,  Patna  and  Kal- 
kapur,  xxviii,  333;  Court  of  Directors 
on  appointments  of,  97,  208. 
Commissary  General,  231,  368;  allow¬ 

ances,  221;  to  be  member  of  Military 
Bd,  258. 

Commissioners  of  Customs,  93,  383,  407, 
416;  see  also  Customs  and  Excise. 
Committee  for  Pulbandi ,  to  supervise 
repair  work  of  embankments,  x,  268. 
Committee  of  Accounts,  592;  abolished, 
231-2,  599;  see  also  Accounts. 
Committee ‘of  Aurnngs ,  see  Aurangs. 
Committee  of  Grain,  composition  and 

duties,  xliv,  430-1,  461-2,  473,  4 82,  486; 
term  extended,  267;  see  also  Grain. 
Committee  of  Private  Trade,  41,  71. 
Committee  of  Revenue,  xxxix-xl,  260, 

327-8,  389,  419,  637;  management 

of  customs,  by,  93,  206;  to  implement 
economy  measures,  264;  to  keep  check 
on  unlicensed  Europeans,  362,  387. 
Committee  of  Secrecy,  see  Court  of 
Directors,  Secret  Committee. 

Committee  of  Shipping,  see  Court  of 

Directors,  Joint  Committee  of  Corres¬ 
pondence  and  Shipping. 

Compiler  of  Standing  Orders,  post 

abolished.  216;  allowances,  219;  see 
also  Petrie,  John. 

Comptroller  of  Salt,  allowances,  207, 
212*, ,  *65-$;  see  aho  Vansittart,  Henry. 


Conoy  (head  Labourer),  350. 

Consul  General,  His  Majesty’s,  in  Den¬ 
mark,  see  Fenwick,  N. 

Contractor  (ship),  123,  132,  281,  289, 

_ Capt.,  see  Baldwin,  Capt.  Janies; 

Blachford,  Capt.  Geoige. 

Cook  (Cooke),  Capt.  John,  ot  the  Wor¬ 
cester,  4.  353,  361,  401,  403. 

Cooke,  William,  volunteer  toi  pilot 
service,  112. 

Cooke,  William,  asst  surgeon,  151. 

Cooper,  Capt.  Allen,  of  the  Atlas »  78* 
82,  85,  181. 

Cooper,  Joseph,  Junr.,  printer,  184. 

Cooper,  William,  asst,  surgeon,  151. 

Coote,  Lady,  arrangements  for  het 
departure  to  Europe,  404,  454. 

Coote,  Sir  Eyre,  C.-in-C.,  Bengal  Army, 
xxvii,  33,  95,  14°*  293>  a94’ 

355 >  36'2',  S9*»  436,  437 »  439 >  455«  527* 
542,  593;  resents  encroachment  by  Gov¬ 
ernor-General  on  his  authority,  ii,  67, 
68;  operations  in  the  Carnatic,  xxxviii, 
17-8,  143,  318,  384-5;  recommend!. 

Major’s  rank  for  Capt.  Popham,  38; 
differences  with  Madras  Govt.,  427» 
death,  413. 

Copenhagen  (Danish  ship).  479,  497- 
Copper,  5,  85,  86,  149,  181-2,  183,  am, 
282,  354,  364;  contract  with  Pnnsep 
re  coinage'  and  mines,  22,  200,  302-3, 

368,  432-3,  502,  511,  $4j>. 
fm-ni  rv-i-TYi m tn  Philin  Dacros  on. 


192,  420-1,  ,  .  , 

Gorbert,  Edward,  powers  re.  admiralty, 

Coringa,  East  Godavari  Dist . ,  Madras, 
xxx  291. 

Corner,  Capt.  J.  of  the  Fox,  174. 

Cornwallis  (ship),  53*  >  587*  54°  ’  54 V 
547,  553,  562,  617;  see  also  Karl 

Cornwallis. 

Coromandel  Coast  (Choromandel, 

Coast,  Corramandel),  xxi,  3-4*  7>  45*  77* 
132,  177*  358*  434*  481,  57® I  Coote  s 
operations  on,  17-8;  goods  from,  243* 
266;  proposed  survey  of,  462, 

Coroner,  of  Calcutta,  allowances,  217; 
office  declined  by  A.  Fraser,  343-  . 

Corps  of  Light  Dragoons,  set  Reg* 
ments. 

Corrollea  Creek,  in  Channel  Creek,  6 37. 

Corse,  John,  asst,  surgeon,  151,  19*- 

Cossai,  see  Kosi  River. 

Cossajurah,  see  Kasijora. 

Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  see  Qasim  All  Khan. 

Cosshnbuzar  River,  see  Bhagirathi 
River. 

Cotta  (measure  of  land),  389. 

Cotton,  piecegoods,  315,  316,  4l7*^»  447* 
for  China,  243. 

Cotton,  John,  junr.,  writer,  36. 

Cotton,  Capt.  John,  of  the  General 
Elliott ,  83. 

Cottrell,  H..  Member,  Bd,  of  Trade, 
to  resign,  327.  ^  . 

Council  of  Revenue,  Calcutta,  see  Board 
of  Revenue. 
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ncellor  at  Law,  see  Maxwell,  Ed- 
ird. 

rt,  Capt.  Jonathan,  of  the  Prince 
Wales,  126;  of  the  King  George , 

>9;  of  the  Fox,  332-3,  406. 

rt  of  Directois,  Governor  General’s 

slations  with,  i-ii,  iv-v,  66,  73,  155, 

7K-6,  247;  on  policy  towards  Indian 
owers,  vi,  xxxiii-xxxiv,  18,  62, 

09.10,  174,  178,  250-1;  preferential 

reatment  in  Coy’s  service  to  mem- 
ers*  wards,  vii,  311-2;  on  corruption, 
i-xii;  on  army  organisation,  xi-xii, 

7,  67-70,  179,  208-g,  269-75;  on  Chait 

ingh  affair,  xv,  74-7,  145;  on 
nent  with  Chimnaji  Bhonsle,  xxxiv, 

4.5;  review  Oudh  affairs,  xxxv-xxxvi, 

6-7,  103-10,  246-7,  249-50;  on  judicial 
Ldmdnistration,  1,  56;  on  salaries  ot 
Governor  General  and  Council,  19 > 
120-1;  ban  aid  to  foreigners  by  Coy’s 
;ervants,  21,  244-5;  on  allowances  to 
King’s  forces,  27-8,  30-1,  47 2  59,.  64; 
on  Coy’s  contracts  with  various  indi¬ 
viduals,  31-4,  37-8,  39,  54» 
maintenance  of  lecords,  48,  57,  07, 

173,  229-31,  on  regulations  for  appoint¬ 
ments  and  promotions,  61,  78-9,  97-8, 

125,  172-3,  ^56-57;  election  ot  mem¬ 
bers,  73,  122;  prevent  unlicensed 

persons  from  proceeding  on  Coy  s 
ships  86-7,  88-9;  on  administration 

of  customs,  91-4?  3o6;  on  surveys,^  95, 
171-2;  on  Anglo-French  relations, 

11  Pi-8,  135-6;  on  appointments  of  asst, 
surgeons,  151,  276;  urge  economy  mea¬ 
sures,  157-8,  205-7,  210-1,  240-4,  255-b, 
267;  on  investment,  159-0L  243> 

490-1;  on  accounts,  229-34;  orV  office 
of  Presdt.  of  Bd.  of  Trade,  236,  252, 
R3R-6;  on  salt  and  saltpetre,  252-3, 
ofa-h-,  on  revision  of  civil  and  military 

establishment,  258-65;  on 
to  Coy’s  employees,  2168-9;  instructions 
re.  batta ,  613;  relations  with  Muham¬ 
mad  Ali  Khan,  617-22.  _ 

-Joftnt  Committee  of  Correspondence 
and  Shipping,  532,  633;  on  agreement 
re.  New  Harbour,  xi,  635-6* 

—Secret  Committee,  43,  51 »  102  ’ 

134,  143.  328,  373.  465;  members,  40. 
48-9,  124,  i7°>  x88,  228. 

_ Sec)’,  see  Michell,  P.;  Morton,  Tho- 

IT13.S 

Court  of  Requests,  salary  of  clerk  to. 

Court-martial,  293,  297,  331.  6o'7;  po^;S 
of  Kina’s  and  Coy.’s  officers  re.  xxn- 

xxiii,  176.  356-7.  522-3.  S^5.r  - 
of  F.  W.  Board  re.,  xxiv-xxv,  500, 

deportation  of  persons  sentenced  by, 

Covdon?’  (C^v’elon),'  Chingleput  Dist., 

Co\^Mnted45ServanLs,  see  Servants,  E.I. 

Cowcolly  Buoy  (CockerleeWeax  Geon- 
khali,  Midnapore  Dist.,  Bengal,^- ^ 
Cowe,  Gajgt.  John,  to 


Cowper, — ,  services  in  Oudh  praised, 
s  ko 

Cowper,  Capt.  George,  of  the  Pitt ,  281. 

Cox,  Lt.  Hiram,  retires,  578. 

Coxes  Island  (Cock’s  Island,  Coke  s 
Island),  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hooghly , 

361,  401.  ^ 

Coxon,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Grosvenor , 

Cozens,  John  Clement,  free  mariner, 

146. 

Crabb,  Maj.  William  Joseph,  resigns, 

295;  promoted  Lt.-Col.,  305;  to  lesume 

duty,  184. 

Cracroft,  Lt.  E.,  on  furlough,  595- 
Craggs,  Lt.  William,  resumes  duty,  9. 
Craigie,  J.,  surgeon,  on  furlough,  595. 
Crawford!  Lt.  C.,  on  furlough,  595- 
Crawford,  Charles,  free  marl"e*:  1  \°-rd 
Crawford,  Lt.  Guy  Henry,  of  the  23rd 
Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons,  24- 
Crawford,  Maj.  James,  his  report  on 
Calcutta-Ghunar  road,  x,  435- 
Crawford,  Maj.  Moses,  resigns,  333* 
Crawley,  Thomas,  free  mariner,  171. 

Creswell, — ,  cadet,  154-5*  - 

Crimes,  on  high  seas,  question  of  powers 
for  F.  W.  Board  for  trial  of,  39/-400* 
Crocodile  (frigate),  118,  121,  122,  123, 

Croftes,-^/  arbitrator  in  Prinsep’s  case, 

Croftes,54Killican  and  Close,  silk  con¬ 
tractors,  418. 

Crokatt,  James,  cadet,  113* 

Crommelin,  Charles,  Resdt.  at  Goa,  408* 

Grow,— ■,  writer,  1542  333.2  39°* 

Cuddalore,  S.  Arcot  Dist.,  Madras, 

attack  on,  xxi,  280,  326. 

Cudjong,  see  Kujang  Islands. 

Cudmore,  Paul,  cadet,  10. 

Cumine,  ’  Capt!1  PStuart,  invalided,  391 

SS  Donald, °to  bTsin^o  Europe, 

Cuming,  George,  Member,  Council  of 
Supercargoes  at  Canton,  6,  8  ,  4 

Cummg2,80George,  Member,  Court  ol 
Directors,  46,  47.  49,  5l>  64.  77. 

06,  98,  u8,  121,  239,  245.  s64'R?7t 
283;  of  Secret  Committee,  40.  *28,  to 
supervise  embarkation  of  H.M.  s 

c5SV7o&  Wd,  ot  u.«  «• 

Conuniof!  ^(Cuming). 

dutv  88;  Co-llector  of  Ramgarh,  99. 
Member,  Committee  o£  Crain  45^ 
Cummings  (Cummmg),  Col.  Sir  Jon  . 

recalled  from  Oudh,  xxvu,  246  7  .  43 
Cummine  Lt.  R.,  on  furlough,  607. 
Curtis,  <lpt.  George,  of  the  Nottingham, 
Art”  of  the  Stormont,  201. 

Customs  and  Excise,  in  ****££%& 
aio;  regulations,  91-42  206,  3®9  7  »  ^ 

In  sill;  194.  4x9:  economy  measures 
in  Dept,  of,  206,  212,  267,  losses  at 
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Cakutta  port,  266;  at  New  Harbour, 
641-3;  see  also  Collector  of  Customs; 
Commissioners  of  Customs;  Taxes. 
Cuttack,  Orissa,  119;  banking  agency 
at,  432. 

Cygnet  (H.M.’s  sloop),  18 1,  568 ,  587, 
59°- 

—Captain,  see  Taylor,  Capt — . 


Dacca,  xiii,  153-4,  16a,  206,  488,  549, 
576,  613;  collection  of  Dutch  invest¬ 
ment  at,  xxviii,  333;  mint  at,  327. 

—Collector  of  Customs,  see  Cater,  Wil¬ 
liam. 

—Commercial  Chief,  see  Becliei,  R. 
Junr;  Law,  Fiancis. 

Dacres,  Philip  Milner,  Presdt. ,  Board 
of  Trade,  418,  613;  claims  commission 
on  diamonds  and  coral,  192,  420-1; 
commissioner  for  subscription  invest¬ 
ment,  309;  resigns,  457,  535. 

Balling,  Lt  -General  John,  C.-in-C., 
Madras,  185. 

Dalles,  Francisco,  seaman,  129-30. 

Dalryinple,  Ll.-Col. — ,  of  H.M.’s  73UI 
Regiment  of  Foot,  127. 

Dahymple,  Alexander,  123, 

Damodar  River  (DamoodeiA,  349. 

Dante,  Capt  Nathaniel,  Commander  of 
a  new  ship,  123,  132. 

Dance,  Thomas,  cadet,  62*3. 

Dandiidge,  Edward,  engineer,  8. 

Dane,  Ensign  William,  25. 

Danes,  the,  xxix,  53,  159;  rexNtrictions  on 
export  of  grain,  326;  on  export  of 
saltpetre  by,  366,'  421;  on  carrying 
native  servants 'of  English  passengeis, 
371;  see  also  Bie,  O;  Denmark;  Seram- 
pore;  Traricjucbar. 

Danford,  Ll.  Nicholas,  resigns,  392. 

Daniel,  James,  Chief,  Masmipata’m  Fac¬ 
tory,  '167;  Member,  Madras  Council, 
167,  185,  246,  618. 

Daniel,  Thonxas,  engraver,  184. 

Darby,  Lt.  John,  on  furlough,  595,  606. 

Darell,  Harry  Verelst,  writer,  99,  145, 
152,  191. 

Darell,  Lionel,  Member,  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  2,  39,  46,  47,  49,  51,  96,  98, 
101,  110,  111,  115,  118,  119,  121*  142, 
147,  156,  159.  160,  239. 

Darogha  (an  officer  or  inspector),  350. 

Dart  (privateer),  121. 

Dartmouth ,  see  Earl  of  Dartmouth . 

Dattaram  Tarafdar  (Dotteram  Tarruf- 
dar),  his  claim  on  land  at  Kidder- 
pore,  560. 

Davidson,  Alexander,  Member,  Madras 
Council,  167,  185,  246,  618. 

Davidson,  G.,  asst.*  surgeon,  151. 

Davidson,  James,  cadet,  10. 

Davidson,  William,  asst,  surgeon,  151, 

Davis,  Capt.  Richard,  of  the  Duke  of 
Richmond ,  148. 

Davis,  Samuel,  writer,  99,  145. 

Davy,  Maj.— ,  Institutes  of  Timur  trans- 
lale#'  by,  xL  189. 

jWEagk  vltokert$,  J  resigns,  467. 


Dawes,  Maj.  Robert,  on  furlough,  607. 

Dawson,  Lt.  Edward,  Commander  of 
Cadet  Corps,  court-maitialled,  331. 

Dawson,  Mathew,  184;  lesigns,  358; 
resumes  duty,  184. 

Day,  G.,  Paymaster  of  Fateligarh  De¬ 
tachment,  1  amoved,  407. 

Day,  Sir  John,  Advocate  General,  allow¬ 
ances  ot,  115,  3«8»  5ll»  59 1  * 

De  Barros  and  De  Re/a,  397. 

Dea,  John,  cadet,  155. 

Dean, — ,  pilot,  dismissed,  354. 

Deane,  Capt.  Chailcs,  of'  the  Earl  o j 
isandwuh ,  78,  83,  85. 

Deare,  Capt.  Gauge,  promoted  Brev.- 


Maj.,  437. 

Death  or  Glory  (ship),  323, 

Debts,  205,  240-4,  514*5,  599;  at  Bombay, 
144,  177,  202-3,  493-4;  see  also  Loan's. 

Delhi,  famine  near,  xliii. 

— Resdt.  at,  post  to  be  abolished,  219; 
see  also  Browne  Maj.  James. 

Dempster,  John  H.,  Commander  of  the 
Ganges ,  3. 

Denmark,  53,  123;  British  Consul  in, 
see  Fenwick,  N. 

Dennis,  Capt.  Robert,  resigns,  524, 

Denty,  Capt.  J.,  resigns,  454. 

Department  of  Inspection,  329,  369,  509: 
see  also  Board  of  Inspection;  Secret 
Department  of  Inspection, 

Deptford  (ship),  169,  185,  189,  193,  198. 
227,  238,  311,  321,  335,  352,  444.  &»:*• 
(>03. 

— Commander,  see  Elkington,  James. 

Deputy  Commissary  General,  salan , 
22  i;  see  also  Atkinson,  William. 

Deputy  Co*mpt roller  of  Salt,  salary,  207, 


O  I  *> 

m  *  ^  * 

Deputy  Judge  Advocate  General,  see 
Martin,’  Thomas, 

Deputy  Master  Attendant,  see  Bowcy, 
William;  Doveton,  Frederick, 

Deputy  Military  Paymaster  General, 
salary,  220. 

Deputy  Military  Storekeeper,  see  Atkin 
son,  William. 

Deputy  Paymaster  General,  King’s  Army, 
see  Burke,  William. 

Deputy  Paymasters,  79,  97;  salary,  221-2, 

Deputy  Postmasters,’  appointed  from 
Goy/s  servants  only,  409. 

Deserters,  362,  403-4;  measures  to  check, 
xxvi,  248,  449,*  579-80. 

Devaynes,  William,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  14,  m»  129,  134,  137,  142; 
of  Secret  Committee,  124,  170,  188, 
228;  Dy.  Chairman,  143,  147,  156,  159, 
160,  162,  165,  168,  177,  179,  i»6,  187, 
203,  204,  211;  Chairman,  228,  259. 
245,  278,  283,  633. 

Devis, — »  draftsman,  544, 

Dewar,  James,  Purser  of  the  Dart¬ 
mouth,  405. 

Diamonds,  question  of  commission  to 
Presdt.,  Board  of  Trade  on,  192,  420-1; 
see  also  Precious  stones. 

Dick,  Lt.-— ,  transferred  to  Bengal  from 
Bombay,  506. 
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Dickens,  John,  cadet,  10.  . 

Dickson,  resigns, 

Dictionary,  of  Hindustani,  597* 

Kmi  James  Lucy,  appointment  as 
Bengal's  Resdt.  at  Bombay  cancelled 
by  Court,  ii,  62,  379- 

Dihgent  (ship),  !?1*  filial,  canton- 
Dmapore,  Patna  Dist.,  Jr* 

men.t  at,  389,  487,  596’  ,  Wlth 

Dixon,  papt. — ,  dollar  contract  witn, 

Dixon,  Joseph,  on  for 

Doband  (type  of  co"slr^n  „47.8. 

checking  inundation),  x,  344' 5.  34/ 
Dobbins  Lt.  Richard,  26. 

Dodalay,  Doddaly  (ship),  324.  395‘b- 
tvai  'cant  Thomas  Crewe,  24- 

S,S-  *>»».  maj°r’s  cwnmi5Slon 

nnwhprtv  Henry,  barnstci,  77 »  l53* 

‘‘1: 

Tarafdar. 

Douglass,— .  cadet,  5<’b-  the  ,olst 

Douglas,  Capt.  Ath  , 

Regiment  of  F^  .'4  o£  thc  Queen. 
Douglas,  Capt .  retei , 

282,  3°l* .....  free  mariner,  182. 
Douglas,  W'llum  free  Mas(er  Altcn. 

Ddan?r’33:  Ma’Ver  Attendant,  186,  44*  i 
resigns,  544  5*  writer,  99’  145- 

■  3?'  & 

&27,  6:9,  632;  resigns,  5»9. 

Drcw,  Robert,  volunteer  for  pilot  scr- 
Drot,C'  SU,5‘ Member,  Board  of  Trade, 


Drummond,  Capt.  Charles,  of  Ure  Glut- 

ton ,  83,  85.  56*5.  oo 

Drummond,  J°h".  dRotot,'  of  the 

Drummond,  Capt. 

Df”p'S!y.- Frcnci  "I 

„S®  ft.  .«9.  >»'•  '*»•  «»>•  5M' 

60S-  ’  „  cmi.h  Capt.  William. 

jtoXre!  (cftl, '  G.C;.  ““““I  *“ 

D  s?  i  «•  rs  k 

attorney  f°r  eslal 

D?*'de  Toscanne  (hospital  ship  to 

D^mu“r«S  »  Eur°pe’  56°' 

Duff-  Lt.-Col.  R;  ,n  tn  78;  lost, 

mkc  of  Athol  (ship).  5*.  59-  7». 

_C Lot 40  see  Rattray,  Capt.  James. 

DukI  of  Grff/ton  (ship).  3.  g2>  8&> 

Duke  oi  Kingston  s(smp),  7 
87;  burnt,  4°S* 


—Capt.,  see  Nutt,  Capt.  Justinian 
Duke  of  Monti ose  (ship),  181. 

Duke  of  Po)  tland  (ship).  205,  289,  3°9 
Duke  of  Richmond  (ship),  14°- 
Duncanson,  Alexander,  dies,  451 
Dundas,  Capt.  Ralph,  Commando  of 
thc  Royal  Henry,  3. 

Dundas,  William,  resigns,  52- • 

Dunkin,  James,  hamster,  88. 

Dunn,  Lt.  Henry,  25.  . 

Dupare,— .  French  pnsonei  of 

333.  . 

Durogah,  see  Darogha. 

Dutch,  the,  81.  3~,  3b3-  3/4-  Ar  •  4  a 
a<\a  war  with,  xxvui-xxix,  io  9’ 

434,  401,  wa  prisoners  of  war, 

investment,  164,  333.  Prl“"  “„ .  chin. 

291,  334.  4™!  >ec  also  Batavia’  L 
sura;  Holland. 

Dutch  Translator,  salat  y,  21 

mnon  (Ship).  4.  >69.  »9».  '93.  'f’ 
202,  227,  238.  322.  353.  Sta*.  444> 

r83,  602,  603.  _ 

-Capt..  see  West.  Capt.  James, 
nwvi-  Thomas.  Adjutant,  =7-  .  . 

Dynely,  John,  leave'  and  pension  foi, 

605. 


E  vole  (ship),  lost,  401.  l4<)t 

Earl  Cornwallis  ^ip^  4'l’6-;'sec  also 
1^3,  161,  281,  48o>  0 

ComwaUis  Abercromby>  Capt.  B.; 
Hodgson.  Capt.  Thomas 

290,  291,  2 94*  2y°*  -y/1 

r?nt  see  Thompson,  Capt.  D. 

Mansfield  [ship),  t32,  *43-  '49- 

taser,  Capt.  WiUiam;  Hep- 
worth,  Capt.  Bra  ic  164, 

Bail  of  Oxford  (^ip) ,  f 1  ’  47V,  474, 

181,  281,  439.  46o.  4«9,  4/  . 

J?apt5see5White,  Capt.  John,  jum- 
Earl  of  Sandl£ga  ^Capt'  Charles’ 

(SSSTV  &  «■  243' 

—Capt.,  see  'TaY1®*1  {uxiough^°6o7- 
K,  dismissed,  489- 
East,  William,  cadet,  '34^  changes 

East  India  Company,  P  P  and 

in  constitution  04 ’  45’  o£  Directors; 

*«*»; rnt J*> arf  Parliament. 

Port  William  Bo  ret,  ^  ^  London, 

Eastabrooke,  Capt.  Jon  , 

82,  85,  281.  Archipelago,  158- 

¥*tem  on  furlough,  607. 

Eaton,  Ma].  Isaac,  on 

Edgecote  (ship),  43* 
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Edmiston,  James,  writer,  14(0,  152,  154, 
184. 

Edmonstonc,  Neil  Benjamin,  writer,  100, 

145. 

Education,  of  orphans  of  military  per¬ 
sonnel,  xlii,  191,  280,  440-1;  see  also 
Calcutta  Madrasa. 

Edwards,  Capt.  Thomas,  on  furlough. 


595- 

Egmont  (ship),  123,  132;  renamed  Royal 
Bishop ,  4. 

■ — Capt.,  sec  Blachford,  Capt.  George.; 

Larkins,  Capt.  Thomas. 

Egretteon  (French  frigate),  49.  , 

Electoral  Troops,  see  Hanoverian  Troops. 
Elephants,  contract  for,  31-2,  209. 

Eliza  (snow),  564. 

Elkington,  James,  Commander  of  the 
Deptford ,  169. 

Elliot,  John,  writer,  8. 

Elliot,  Joseph,  Commander  of  the 
Morse,  3. 

Elliot,  Col.  William,  resigns,  524;  ser¬ 


vices  appreciated,  527. 

Ellis,  James,  Asst.  Surgeon  General,  56, 
87,  412,  466. 


EJhuood ,  Lt.  Anthony,  of  the  101st 
Regiment  of  Foot,  24 ,  (>4. 

Elsdcn,  14.  William  Rolfe,  of  101st  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  25. 

Elsinore  (Elsineur,  Elsiugocr),  Denmark, 
British  Consul  at,  see  Fenwick,  N. 
Engineering  Corps,  school  of  mathema¬ 
tics  <  for,  xl,  4 (>2;  composition,  271-3: 
complaints  re.  promotions,  437. 

Erra,  Paulo,  spinner,  254. 

Erskine,  Maj,  John,  promoted  Lt-Col., 

.57^* 

Essex  (ship),  1  69 ,  300. 

Esther  (brig),  487.  ' 

Europa  (ship),  4,  52,  281,  4.80. 

—Capt.,  see  Appfegath,  Capt.  Augus¬ 
tus  Joseph;  Applegath,  Capt.  William. 


Europeans,  the,  in  army,  xxi,  269*70, 
271,  272.  27s,  274,  275,  385;  Ooy’s 

trade  affected  hv  competition  from 
foreign  European*  nations,  xii,  160, 
387;  confidential  situations  to  be  filled 
by,  257,  379;  in  Accountant  General’* 
office,  357;  unlicenced,  362,  387;  res¬ 
triction's  on  use  of  New'  Harbour  by, 
643-4. 

Eurydice  (ship),  126,  128,  140,  153,  479. 

Evans,  Jeremiah,  shipwrecked,  129-30. 

Ewart,  Lt  Janies,  on  furlough,  607. 

Ewart,  Simon,  factor,  55,  72,  375,  383. 

Export  Warehouse,  allowances’  of  staff 
at.  225. 

Eyre,  Richard,  powers  re.  admiralty, 
398. 

Eyre,  Thomas,  cornet  in  23rd  Regiment 
of  Light  Dragoons,  24. 


Factories,  E,L  Coy’s,  reduction  in 
allowances  of  staff  at,  226;  see  also 
Dacca;  Lakshmipur  Factory;  Masuli- 
patam;  Patna. 

Fail-der,  Lt.  Thomas,  retires,  xlii,  $24. 


Fairfax,  Maj.  John,  101 ,  132;  cpiestion 
of  his  allowances,  73,  383,  470. 

Etui rf o  rd  (sh  ip) ,  52 ,  89 :  burn t ,  403 ,  4  i  j , 
— ( lapt.,  sec  Haldane,  Capt.  John. 

Fairful l  (Fairful),  Capt.  Robert,  of  the 
Stormont. ,  82,  85. 

Fair  dough,  Lt  Thomas,  of  the  101st 
Regiment  of  Foot,  25. 

Faizullah  Khan  (Fvzoola  Khan\  Rohilla 
Chief,  question  of  his  treaty  obliga¬ 
tions  towards  Nawab  Va/ir  of  Oudh, 
\i,  xxxiv-xxxvi,  62,  103-9. 

Fait  a  (Fulta,  Pulta,  Puhah),  24-Parganas 
Dist.,  Bengal,  302;  buildings  at,  196, 
370-1,  469;  factory  at.  420. 

Falvcy,  Lt  D.,  on  furlough,  607. 

Famine,  at  Madras,  xliii,  325-6 .  376, 
586-7,  657-8;  in  Bengal  and  Oudh, 
(43,  460-1,  660. 

Fanning,  Lt  Henry  Carey  of  the  101st 
Regiment  of  Foot ,  25. 

Farmer,  Capt.™,  trial  of.  505. 

Farmer,  Samuel,  payment  of  dues,  61. 
Farguharson,  W.,  Acting  Secy,  Revenue 
Dept.,  351-2. 

Farrer,  Capt.  Henry,  of  the  True  Union, 
82. 

F'armkhabad  (Famickabad,  Furrm  ka- 
had),  L.P.,  aljolition  of  post  of  Resdt 
at,  219. 

-  Nawab,  see  Mu/affar  fang. 

Fatebgarh  Detachment  (Funv  Ghun,  to 

be  in  Oudh  as  long  as  desired  bv 
Nawab  Vazir,  249-50. 

-  Dy  Paymaster.  allowances  221*;  see 
also1  Robertson,  \V, 

PavmasttT,  post  abolished,  222;  see 
also  Day,  G. 

Fauene,-- ,  silk  expert,  193, 

Eaujdari  (relating  to  the  office  of  a 
magistrate  or  head  of  police),  248, 
Fawcett,-—,  writer,  154,  333,  390. 

Fcad,  William,  cadet,  162, 

Featherstone,  Capt.  God  f  rev,  of  the 
102nd  Regiment  of  Foot,  26, 

Felony,  provision  for  trial  of  crimes 
committed  cm  the  sea,  398, 

Felt  ham,'  requests  restoration  of  rank, 
440. 

Fenwick,  N.,  British  Consul  in  Den¬ 
mark,  123,  130. 

Fergusson,  Ensign  141, 

Fergusson  (Ferguson),  John*  rice  am 
tract  with,  422;  bullion  contract  with, 
484,  502 . 

Fergusson,  Murdock,  asst  surgeon,  452. 
Fergusson ,  Robert,  free  mariner,  191, 
Field  Officers,  in  Bengal  Army,  stoppage 
of  further  appointments,  68. 

Fiott,  Capt.  E.,  of  the  Tartar,  321,  354 
Firdausi  (Fetrdosi),  translation*  of  *  his 
poems,  xl,  606. 

Fischer,  Lt-Col.—- ,  87-8. 

Fish,  market*  xl,  432. 

Fish  River,  Africa,  130. 

Fitzgerald,  Fk/.maurice,  155. 

Fkzherbcrt, — ,  British  Plenipotentiary, 
102. 

Fitzhugh,  Thomas,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  239,  245,  254,  278. 
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Fitzhugh,  William,  Member,  Council  of 
Supercargoes  at  Canton,  6,  142,  184, 
280. 

Fitzroy,  Capt. — ,  of  the  Lizard ,  551. 

Fitzroy,  Hon.  Frederick,  writer,  55,  154, 
390* 

Fletcher,  Sir  Henry,  Member,  Secret 
Committee  of  Court  of  Directors,  48; 
Dy  Chairman,  49,  51,  64;  responsible 
for  defence  operations,  73;  Chairman, 
73»  77’  84,96,  98,  101,  no,  111,  115, 
118,  119,  121,  122,  124,  129,  137; 

disqualified,  143. 

Floyd,  Lt-Col.  John,  of  the  23rd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Light  Dragoons,  24. 

Fly  (brig1),  147. 

Fombelle,  John,  writer,  125,  145. 

Fontance,  William,  asst  surgeon,  452. 

Forbes,  Lt-Col.  Gordon,  of  the  102nd 
Regiment  of  Foot,  25. 

Forbes,  John,  free  mariner,  1 46. 

Forde,  Capt. — ,  contract  for  armed 
vessel,  32. 

Foreigners,  Coy's  servants  and  British 
subjects  banned  from  aiding,  xli,  21, 
150,  lfio,  244-5,  367,  394-5;  competi¬ 
tion  in  trade  by,  253;  447-8;  measures 
for  preventing  lease  of  New  Harbour 
to,  635,  643-4;  see  also  Danes,  Dutch; 
French. 

Forrest,  Capt.  Thomas,  384;  of  the 
Lively,  290;  to  survey  the  Andamans, 
406;  deputed  to  Riou,  486-7,  583; 

note  on,  662-3. 

Forster,  George,  Marathi  Interpreter,  xl, 
249;  note  on,  655. 

Forster  (Foster),  Henry,  writer,  91. 

Fort,  see  Fort  William. 

Fort  (ship),  48. 

Fort  Marlbrb’,  Benkulen,  .Sumatra,  4,  36, 

88,  132,  137’  L54’  l69«  39*,  5^7; 

provision  for,  6,  52,  143,  150,  282,  308, 
414,  459;  military  stores  for,  140, 

182.  314;  Presidency  reduced  to  Resi¬ 
dency,  subordinate  to  Bengal,  189-90; 
accounts,  244,  600;  military  establish¬ 
ment,  275;  pepper  from,  322,  554,  565; 
measures  for  defence  of,  323;  money 

for,.  354,  433-4.  485’  493’  502,  570. 

— G.-in-C.,  see  Hutchins,  Maj. — ;  Mur¬ 
ray,  Lt.-Col.  Alexander. 

Fort  St.  George,  French  prisoners  sent 

to,  xxxi,  411,  434;  rice  and  grain  for, 
xliii.  289,  291/297,  299,  300-1,  314, 
386,  405,  421-2,  443,  460’  46b  472'3’ 
547-8;  goods  for,  5,  6,  85,  149,  181, 

282,  s6oo;  army  at  and  from,  10,  23, 
28,  29,  201,  357,  368,  503,  504,  547; 

gunpowder  for,  140,  335;  wine  for, 
181;  money  for,  300,  308,  355,  42°> 

426,  427,  485,  493,  549’  5^7’  570’.  587; 
Assay  Master  at,  317-8;  admiralty 
jurisdiction  at,  323,  363;  banking 

houses  at,  422;  Church  Wardens  at, 
586-7;  and  passim;  see  also  Madras. 

— C.-in-C.,  see  Campbell,  Archibald;  Dal- 
ling,  Lt. -General  John^  Macartney, 
George;  Mfunro,  General  Sir  H.;  Stuart, 
Maj. -General  James. 


— Govt.,  disputes  with  Bengal  Govt.,  i, 

*73-4*  i98-9>  204,  235,  356,  386, 
481-2,  503;  relations  with  the  Nawab 
of  Carnatic,  xxxii,  60,  163,  617-8,  619, 
621;  with  the  Raja  of  Tanjore,  xxxii, 
65-6;  Nizam  antagonised  by,  xxxii, 
356;  Bengal’s  financial  aid  to,  144. 
309,  481;  relations  with  C.-in-C.  of 
H.M.’s  Army,  386;  powers  re.  prizes, 
399 ;  views  on  plan  for  remittances  to 
the  Carnatic  Detachment,  422-6;  Coote’s 
differences  with,  427;  question  of  sup¬ 
plies  for  Admiral  Hughes  from.  428-32; 
Sir  John  Burgoyne’s  differences  with, 
438. 

— Governor,  J.  Holland  declines  post  of, 
199;  see  also  Campbell,  Lt-Col.  Archi¬ 
bald;  Macartney,  George;  Rumbold, 
Sir  Thomas. 

— Select  Committee,  30,  83;  views  re. 

Nizam  Ali  Khan,  7;  Maj -Gen.  Stuart’s 
claim  to  a  permanent  seat  in,  355. 

Fort  William  (ship),  281,  283 

Fort  William  (Fort,  New  Fort),  repairs 
at  x-xi,  5 77;  school  for  mathematics, 
xl,  462 -3;' garrison  at,  272-4,  368-9,  455, 
510;  chaplains  at,  489. 

— Commandant  of  Garrison,  allowances, 
220;  see  also  Hampton,  Col.  S. 

— Garrison  Storekeeper,  sec  Plowden, 
Capt.  R.  C. 

— Major,  see  Kyd,  Capt.  R. 

Fort  William  Board,  relations  with  Mad¬ 
ras  Govt.,  i,  iii,  173-4,  198-9.  204,  235, 
356,  386,  481-2,  503;  salaries  of  mem¬ 
bers,  iii,  19,  94,  i«o,  220-1,  337;  ser¬ 
vices  appreciated  by  Court,  iv-v,  175-6; 
Hastings  praised  by,  v,  539;  powers 
re.  appointments,  vii;  army  .adminis¬ 
tration,  xi-xii,  xix,  xxiv,  68,  179,  247, 

293.  304-5.  3*9.  33».  38°--.  414.  5 <&• 
593’  595’  economy  measures,  xiii-xiv, 
144-5,  I57’  162,  205-7,  210-1,  240-4, 

255-62,  265,  267-8,  392-3,  548-9;  re¬ 
lations  with  Indian  powers  and  land¬ 
holders,  xv-xvi,  xxxi-xxxvii.  7,  60,  62, 
65-7,  74-5.  76,  174,  630,  631;  powers  rc. 
court-martial,  xxiv-xxv,  506;  members. 
8,  573-4,  551;  maintenance  of  records, 
48/99,  173,'  229-31,  263-6;  accounts  and 
finances,  57,  58,  233-4,.  240-4,  246, 

485-6,  502,  514-5,  548,  557-9-  588-9<  599*’ 
Fort  Marlbro  residency  placed  under 
control  of  189-90;  position  vis-a-vis  Bd. 
of  Trade,  236,  262,  309,  3x5;  mock  of 
correspondence,  263;  investment  policy, 
315-7,  334-5,  480-1,  491-5,  497-8,  571-3, 
603-4;  admiralty  jurisdiction,  323,  395- 
400;  plan  for  remittances  to  the  Car¬ 
natic  Detachment,  422-6;  dispute  with 
Admiral  Hughes,  428-32;  lack  of  powers 
rc.  other  Presidencies,  438;  explain  de¬ 
ficiency  in  goods  sent  to  Europe, 
499-502;  views  re.  Stuart  as  Presdt.  of 
Bd  'of  Trade,  536,  552-3;  accused 

of  bribing  King’s  soldiers  for  Coy’s 
service,  562-3;  provision  for  filling 
vacancies  in,  573\5;  measures  to  lower 
prices  of  necessaries,  577;  measures  to 
check  desertions,  579-80;  on  Lord 
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Macartney’s  refusal  of  Governor-Gene¬ 
ralship,  585-6;  attitude  towards  Munni 
Begam,  615,  616;  agreement  with  Lacani 
re.  New  Harbour 633-4,  635-6,  640-1, 
642-4;  and  passim, 

— Secy.,  357;  separate  secretaries  for  Sec¬ 
ret  and  Public  Depts,  .142;  .see  also 
Auriol,  J.  P.;  Bruere,  William;  Hay, 
Edward;  Stuart,  John. 

Fortifications,  Inspector  and  Direc  tor  of, 
proposal  rc,  post  of,  10,  365. 

Fortitude  (ship),  183,  300,  50S;  eaptmed, 
xxx,  314. 

taster,  Henry,  see  Forster,  Henry. 
Fougcdart  y ,  see  Fa  u  j  da  ri . 

Foutis  (ship),  132,  281. 

Foulis,  Lt.  George,  on  furlough,  595. 
Foundling  Hospital,  Calcutta,  xxxix/soo. 
Fowke, — ,  salary,  441. 

Fowkc,  Francis,  Resdt.  at  Benares,  ii, 
66.  380. 

Fowke,  J.,  attorney  to  executors  of  Ford 
Clive,  367. 

Fowler,  Capt.  William,  promoted  Maj., 

.  :D9- 

f1  ox  (brig),  128. 

Fox  (packet),  152,  174,  175,  176,  177, 

181,  314,  332.  332,  360,  406. 

—Capt.,  see  Corner,  Capt.  J.,  Court, 
Capt.  Jonathan. 

ox  (ship),  xlv,  3,  78,  83,  85,  164,  359, 
4°tF  4f>9»  464^  468,  469,  472,  568,  5S2. 
-Capt.,  sec  Blackburn,  Capt.  John. 

’ox,  Capt.  Lt.  John,  on  furlough,  595, 
606. 

’oxall,  Capt.  Thomas,  of  the  Genoa! 

Goddard ,  52,  281. 

'ranee,  50;  peace  and  treaty  with,  xxxi, 
102,  110-x,  1x5-7,  135-6,  434;  war  pre¬ 
parations,  18,  399;  Court’s  attitude  to¬ 
wards,  117-8;  sec  also  French. 

'rands  (ship),  52,  55,  78,  169,  181,  183, 
184,  185,  4<>5:  583;  59<h  6<>:h 
-Capt.,  see  Grueber,  Capt.  Henry; 

^  Urmston,  Capt.  James, 
hands,  Clement,  surgeon,  resigns,  543. 
hands,  Philip,  Member  of  Board,  343, 
345;  his  charges  against  Impcy,  xvii'i, 
328,  336-42;  resigns,  8;  settlement  of 
,  accounts,  ip,  39,  121,  332,  367,  417,  470. 
eraser,  Archibald,  contractor  for  pul - 
„  bandi  repairs,  x,  337,  341-8. 
baser,  Roderick,  cadet,  9. 

baser,  Capt.  William,  of  the  Earl  of 

,  Mwsfifld,  123,  132,  507,  538,  547. 

’ rcdericksnagorc,  see  Seramporc. 
bee  Merchants.  388;  note  on,  659-60. 
freeman,  Thomas,  Member,  Council  of 
Supercargoes  at  Canton,  6,  86,  142, 
184,  280. 

bocman,  William  George,  Member, 
Court  of  Directors,  2,  39,  46,  47;  of 
Secret  Committee,  40. 

Fxeet,  Capt.  George,  of  the  101  st  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  24. 

French,  Frederick,  cadet,  63. 

French,  the,  44,  81,  116;  Admiral  Rod¬ 
ney’s  victory  over,  i,  xxx,  50-1;  troops 

^  *  -»  •  *  *  *  A 


:i53'  :!<*>.  :17a, 

402-3,  422,  423;  prisoners  of  war,  xxxi, 
411,  434;  capture  of’  ships  of,  50,  189; 
to  cede  Trincomalee*  135;  hostilities 
of,  143,  175;  competition  Yn  trade,  201; 
share  in  saltpetre  manufacture,  374; 
end  of  war  with,  4 1 1  see  also  France. 

French  'Translator,  salary  of,  215. 

Freytag.  William  Von,  14. 

Fmshard,  1  t. — ,  on  lea\e,  560. 

Fuller,  Capt.  Francis,  of  the  101st  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Fool,  24. 

Full  a,  see,  Falla. 

Turn,  Thomas,  S. 

Furruckabad,  see  Farrukhabad. 

Fntty  Ghur,  .see  Fatehgarh. 

Fydell,  John,  resigns,  306;  resumes  dtuv, 
1 8 1 . 

Fyffe,  Charles,  asst,  surgeon,  151,  192. 

Fvz(x>la  Khan,  see  Fai/ullah  Khan.  * 

G  addis  (a  tribe  in  the  Punjab),  depie- 
lations  in  Robilkhand  by  the,  \xw , 
106. 

Gale,  Ft.  Robert,  26. 

Gall,  Ft.-  ,  resigns,  476-7. 

damage,  Capt.  William  Dick  of  the 
Brlhnoni ,  78,  83,  85,  154-5. 

Gangnnarayan  Roy  (Gonganarain),  54. 

Granges  (slop),  3,  9.  281,  322,  353,  360. 

-  -Commander,  see  Dempster,  join/  IF; 
Williamson,  James. 

Gan  jam,  Madras,  xxx,  291,  353. 

Garre  (cubic,  measure  of  gut  in  used  in 
S.  India),  xliii,  325. 

Gardiner,---.  dies,  366. 

Gardiner,  Andrew, '  writer,  up  1  J5. 

Gardiner,  John  Philip,  free  mariner, 
146. 

Gardiner,  Capt.  Richard,  of  the  102nd 
Regiment  of  F<x>t,  26. 

Gardiner,  William,  asst  stugcon,  151, 
191. 

Gardner,  Maj.--,  engineer,  resigns,  157. 

Gardner,  George,  592. 

Garha-Mandla  (GiVrra  Inna  nduHa),  Job- 
bul pore  Dist.,  C.P.,  17, 

Garnet,  Benjamin,  Quartermaster,  102ml 
Regiment  of  Foot,  27. 

Garstin,  Capt .  engineer,  462. 

Gawilh,  Capt .  William,  pension  to,  xllh 
524. 

Gaya,  Collector  of,  see  Law,  Thomas. 

G  cades,  Capt.  R,,  of  the  Betsey,  363. 

deed,  John,  chief  mate  of  the  Far l  of 
Dartmouth,  <^9. 

Gods  (Giels),  Maj.  1  Immas,  of  Madras 
Army,  115,.  135,  488. 

General  Goole  (ship),  52,  78,  169,  915, 
4  44* 

-Capt.,  see  Home,  Capt.  Daniel  Griffith, 

General  Department,  207;  made  of 
auditing  accounts  of,  393. 

General  Elliott  (ship),  83/85,  120,  181. 

-•  Capt,,  sec  Cotton,  Capt.  John;  Drum¬ 
mond,  Capt,  Robert. 

General  Goddard  (ship),  32,  281.  283, 
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Geography,  plan  for  charts  and  surveys 
of  India,  xxxviii,  171-2. 

German  Tro-ops,  see  Hanoverian  Troops. 
Ghiretti  (Ghyreuy),  Hooghly  DIst.,  Ben¬ 
gal,  542;  note  on,  662. 

Ghode,  see  Gohad. 

Ghulani  Makdum  (Gullum  Muck-dum), 
Magistrate  of  Patna,  reinstated,  xiv, 
1-2;  note  on,  649. 

Giels,  see  Geils. 

Gilbert,  Lt.  M.J.,  on  furlough,  595. 
Gillies,  Thomas,  surgeon,  55. 

Gilpin,  Maj.  Martin,  resigns,  524. 
Girdiestone, — ,  surgeon,,  of  the  101st 
Regiment  of  Phot,  25. 

Gladwin,  Francis,  translates  Ain-i-Akban, 
xl,  442,  605-6,  665. 

Gladwin,  Capt.  Thomas,  on  furlough, 
595. 

Glatton  (shiph  83,  83,  120,  480,  531, 

562,  538,  547,  565. 

- -Capt.V  .sec  Drummond,  Capt.  Charles. 
Goa,  Resdt  at,  post  abolished,  219;  see 
also  Crommelin,  Charles. 

Goddard,  Brig.  General  Thomas,  Com¬ 
mander  of  Bombay  Detachment,  xxii, 
294,  320,  437,  525;  operations  against 
the  Marathas,  vi,  xxxiv,  18,  34,  119; 
censured  for  heav\  expenditure,  xxiii, 
329;  to  deliver  command  to  Col. 
Morgan,  311,  329-30;  note  on,  651. 
Goddard,  Rev,  William,  176. 

Godfrey  (ship),  4. 

Gohad'  (Ghode,  Golnid),  in  Gwalior 
State,  Coy’s  aid  against  Sindhia  to 
Rana  of,  xxxiii-iv,  34,  526. 

Golah  (store-house  for  grain),  462,  577- 
G olandaz  (artillery  man),  271. 

Golding,  Edward,  to  resume  duty,  99. 

Go  mast  a  r  Gomastahs,  see  Gumashtah. 
Conga, narain  Roy,  see  Ganganarayan 
Roy. 

Gooch,  Capt.  George,  607. 

Gooch,  James  Wyard,  free  mariner,  183. 
Goodies,  see  Gaddis. 

Gopal  Das  (Gopaul  Doss),  banker,  remit¬ 
tances  to  Madras  through,  300,  422-6; 
note  on,  656. 

Gordon,  Capt. — ,  resigns,  454. 

Gordon,  Col.  Andrew,  of  King  of  Eng¬ 
land’s  Army,  24,  504,  522,  561,  563; 
proposal  for  uniting  King’s  and  Coy’s 
troops,  xxii, 

Gordon,  George,  printer,  9. 

< Jordom,  George,  c.adet,  171. 

Gordon,  Lockhart,  barrister,  153. 

Gore,  Capt.  A.,  of  the  Nassau ,  373,  448, 
449,  508. 

Gould,  J-,  131. 

Governor ,  sec  Grosvenor . 

Governor  General,  Bengal,  see  Hastings, 
William;  Macpherson,  John. 

Governor  General  and  Council,  see 
Fort  William  Board. 

Gowith,  Capt.—,  resigns,  507. 

Cowl  and,  Capt.  William,  of  the  Pi  ince 
William ,  38. 

Grace ,  see  Garce. 

Graham,  Charles,  on  leave,  605. 
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Graham,  Thomas,  Resdt.  at  Benares, 

66;  Persian  Interpreter  to  Coote,  385; 
Member,  Committee  of  Grain,  450. 
Grain,  measures  to  combat  scarcity  in 
Madras,  xxx,  xliii,  291,  297,  299,  300-1, 
314,  325-6,  370,  376,  386,  421-2,  460-1, 
472-3;  embargo  on  export  and  its  re¬ 
moval,  xliv,  326,  482-3,  513;  storage, 
xliv,  462,  577;  contract  with  Auriol 
annulled,  58;  for  Fort  Marlbro,  308; 
scarcity  in  upper  India,  433,  443;  scar¬ 
city  at  Bombay  and  Tellicharry,  482-3; 
see  also  Committee  of  Grain,  Rice. 
Grain-Keeper,  to  the  Grand  Army  in  the 
Carnatic,  sec  Hearsey,  Capt.  Andrew. 
Grammar,  of  Hindi,  bv  Kirkpatrick,  xl, 
184. 

Granaries,  for  Bengal  and  Bihar,  xliv, 

45 1  >  4^2. 

Grant, — ,  political  survey  of  N.  Circars 
by,  236. 

Gram,  Charles,  Resdt.  at  Malda,  xxxvii. 
Grant,  Capt.  Cornelius,  185. 

Grant,  James,  engineer,  101. 

Grant,  James,  asst,  surgeon,  151,  306. 

Grant,  James,  merchant,  161,  576. 

Grant,  Capt.  James,  294. 

Grant,  Maj.  Peter,  dismissed,  xi,  69,  3S1. 
Grantham,  Lord,  102. 

Grasse,  Count  de,  Commander  of  French 
fleet,  captured,  51. 

Grattan, — ,  Irish  Parliamentarian,  i. 
Grattan,  Maj.  John,  Adjutant  General  to 
H.M.’s  forces  in  India,  385-6,  560. 
Gray,  James,  free  mariner,  182. 

Great  Britain,  7;  war  against  the  Dutch, 
xxviii,  19;  treaty  with  France  and 
Spain,  xxxi,  135;  bam  on  import  of 
calico  into,  53;  treaty  with  O.S.,  Spain, 
France  and  Holland,  110-1;  and  passim . 
Green, — ,  master  in  pilot  service,  324. 
Green,  Capt. — ,  resigns,  525. 

Green,  Lt.  John  (1),  of  the  102nd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  26. 

Green  Lt.  John  (2),  of  the  102nd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  26. 

Green,  William,  free  mariner,  100. 
Greenway,  Capt. — ,  of  the  Admit  al 
Hughes ,  49,  50. 

Gregg,  Ensign  Robert,  of  the  102nd 
Regiment  of  Foot,  26;  Lt.,  64. 

Gregorie  (Gregory),  Capt.  Charles  ,  of 
the  Manship,  281,  301. 

Gregory,  Robert,  Chairman,  Court  of 
Directors,  48,  49,  51,  64,  134;  of  Secret 
Committee,  40,  48;  retires,  73. 

Gregory,  Robert,  Junr.,  asst,  Revenue- 
Council,  Patna,  62. 

Greyhound  (packet),  78,  374,  376,  383, 
401,  568,  569. 

Greyhound  (ship),  51,  364. 

Griffith,  Joseph,  cadet,  524. 

Griffith,  Richard,  100. 

Griffiths,  Simon,  shipwrecked,  129. 
Grindall,  Samuel,  writer,  8;  dies,  365. 
Grimsell,  Samuel  Dicken,  153. 

Grosvenor  (ship),  63,  289,  294,  301;  loss 
of,  123,  129-30. 

— Capt.,  see  Coxon?  Gapt.  John, 
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Grueher,  Capt.  Henry ,  of  the  Francis, 

Grueher,  Nicholas,  55;  Member,  Board 
of  Track,  8,  457. 

Vv  nail  la  boom,  repair  of  bands  at,  351. 
Guise,  John,  free  mariner,  183. 

Gujarat  (Gu/arat,  Guzerat),  Western 
India,  1 19;  operations  in,  34,  5 26. 
Gujarat*  Silk  (Guzarait) ,  133. 

Gullum  Muckdum,  sec  Ghulam  Makdum. 
Gumashtah  (agent;  officer  appointed  by 
mmindar  >to  collect  rent  etc.),  350, 


425. 

Gunpowder,  for  Madras,  5,  85,  140,  335, 


431- 

Guntur,  Madras,  Nizam’s  conflict  with 
Madras  Govt,  re.,  xxxii. 
Gurrabmandulla,  see  Garha-Mandla. 
Guzarat,  Guzerat,  sec  Gujarat. 

Gwalior,  capture  of  fort  at,  51*6;  note 
on,  661. 


H  abberlev,  William,  junr.,  seaman, 
shipwrecked,  159,  130. 

Haider  Aii  Khan ,  (Ryder  Ally  Gaun), 
ruler  of  Mysore,  Coy.’s  war  with,  v, 
1 7,  18,  117-8,  175,  189,  290-1;  Nizam’ s 
relations  with,  xxxi.  xxxii;  dies,  i, 
133. 

Hajipur  (Hajepore),  Muzaffarpur  Dist., 
Bihar,  leases  of,  90. 

Haldane,  Gapt. — ,  of  the  Nancy,  162. 

Haldane,  Gapt.  John,  of  the  Fai) ford, 
5a;  his  misconducr,  89,  414. 

Halhcd,  Nathaniel  Rrassey,  101;  to  be 
member  of  Council  of  Revenue,  146; 
resigns,  529;  note  on,  66 1  -2 . 

Hall, — ,  civil  servant,  drowned,  488. 

Hall,  Capt.  Hawkesly,  resigns,  467. 

Hall,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Worcester,  281 . 

Hall,  Capt.'  Joseph,  of  the  Raymond , 
83  8  r 

Hall,  Richard,  Member,  Court  of  Direr- 
tars,  46,  47,  49,  51,  64,  77.  80,  yti. 
98,  101,  no,  111,  115,  m,  134,  147, 
*156,  1$),  162,  177,  1 J8(i, 

187,  263,  204,  211;  superintends 

embarkation  of  H.M.’s  troops,  27. 

Hall,  Richard,  Member,  Council  of 
Supercargoes  at  Canton,  142,  184,  280. 

Hall,  William,  -candidate  for  post  of 
Sheriff  of  Calcutta,  522. 

Hall,  Capt.  William,  of  the  Ford 
Macartney,  78,  82,  85;  of  the  South¬ 
ampton,  281. 

Hallam,  Capt.  George,  of  the  102nd 
Regiment  of  Foot,  26. 

Hal  sew  dl  (ship),  78,  80,  82,  8  5,  164, 
280,  281,  454,  457,  458,  469- 

— Capt.,  see  Pierce,  Capt.  Richard. 

Ham,  John,  Dy,  Postmaster  at  Patna, 
removed,  409. 

Hamilton,  Lt.  Anthony,  resumes  duty,  9. 

Hamilton,  H.,  cadet,  438. 

Hamilton,  James,  free  mariner,  191. 

Hamilton,  John,  63. 

Hamilton,  Solomon,  attorney,  56. 

Hammett,  Gapt.  William,  of  the  Pons- 
borne ,  123,  132. 


Hampton,  Col.  S.,  Commander  of  the 
Garrison  at  Fort  William,  304;  salary, 
208-9. 

Hancorn,  Baldwin  Duppa,  cadet.  63. 

Hannay,  John,  resigns,  54 1 . 

Hannibal  (ship),  attempt  to  capture  the 
San  Carlos ,  361. 

Hanoverian  Troops,  468;  terms  of  ap¬ 
pointment,  xix,  10-6,  28;  complaints 
re.  ill-treatment,  xxi-xxii,  28,  361;  em¬ 
barkation  of,  59. 

Hansard,  Lt.  Hugh  Allgood,  of  the 
102nd  Regiment  of  Foot.  26. 

Hanumant  Ram  (Hurunmt  Rum), 
Raghunath  Rao’s  agent,  details  of  his 
reception  in  England,  xxxii i,  7. 

Haranbari  (jail),  see  Jail. 

Hardcastlc,  Capt .  William,  123;  of  the 
Hillsborough,  132,  281,  507,  532. 

Hardinge,  Capt.  Richard,  of  the  Kent, 
28 1 . 


Hare,  John,  Sheriff  of  Calcutta,  162; 
proposals  re.  new  jail  in  Calcutta, 
389-90. 

Uaripai  (Havy  Paul),  HooghU  Dist., 
Bengal,  repair  of  bands  at,  351. 

Harjecwan  Rao  (Ilur  Jewon'  Row), 
Raghunathvao's  agent,  7. 

Harper,  Lt.-Col.  Gabriel,  to  lesmne 
duty,  99,  132. 

Harriet  (H.M.’s  storesh  ip),  228. 

Harris,  Joseph  Lloyd,  dies,  442. 

Harris,  Stephen,  free  mariner,  1  p>. 

Harris,  Capt.  Thomas,  to  resume  dim, 


r>6. 

Harrison,--,  surgeon,  his  widow  granted 
pension ,  576. 

Harrison,  John,  Member,  Coim  of  Di¬ 
rectors,  2,  39,  46,  47,  lib  r>1’  64,  77* 
80,  84,  96,  98,  101,  no,  nt,  ti8, 
119,  12 1;  of  ke<  ret  Committee,  jo. 


4lb  r>»*  78- 

Harrison,  John,  Member,  Cornu  il  of 
Supercargoes  at  Canton,  6,  86.  141, 
184,  280. 

Harm n ban  y,  see  Htnanban . 

Harvey,  la.  on  leave,  378. 

Ifavvev,  ( .apt.  Henry,  t runs! erred  Jo 
Fort’  St.  George,  185*  192;  resigns.  467 
Harry  Paul,  see  Baiipal. 

Hassanl,  Richard  Samuel,  free  mariner. 


191. 

Hastings  (ship),  361,  450. 

Hastings,  Warren,  Governor  General, 
Bengal,  relations  with  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  i-ii,  iv-v,  66,  73,  135,  175-6,  247, 
265;  position  vis-a-vis  C.-in-C,  of  Ben¬ 
gal  Army,  iv,  67,  68,  311;  praised  bv 
F.  W.  Board,  v,  539;  censured  for  his 
treatment  of  Chait  Singh,  xv,  74-6, 
143;  effects  economy  in  army  establish¬ 
ment,  xxvii;  on  the  Dutch  in  India, 
xxvlii;  agreement  with  Chhnnaji 
Bhonsle,  34-5;  gifts  received  by,  94-5. 
155;  relations  with  Oudh  and  Faizullah 
Khan,  103-9,  246-7,  250;  allowances, 
213,  220;  'accused  by  Francis  of  collu¬ 
sion  with  Impey,  '337-40*  343-9;  on 
sending  mission  to  Tibet,  356;  on 
appointment  of  cadets,  366;  eulogises 
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services  of  Middleton  and  Markham, 
in  Oudh,  454;  measures  to  fight 
famine*  460,  462;  surety  for  Maj. 

Fairfax,  470;  resumes  seat  at  F.  W. 
Board,  490;  praises  services  of  Col. 
Muir,  Lt-Col.  Blair  and  Maj.  Popham, 
325-7;  indisposed,  575,  576;  recom¬ 
mends  Munmi  Begam’s  petition  for 
subsistence  allowance,  614-5;  praised 
by  Mubarakud-Daulah,  629,  630,  re¬ 
signation,  v,  175,  186-7,  199,  203; 

hands  over  charge  to  Macpherson. 
539;  departure  for  Europe;  532;  and 
passim. 

Haverkam,  William,  on  leave,  605. 
Havildar  (Indian  officer  of  the  aim\), 
270,  271. 

Havili-Pinjeia  (Havelly),  pargana  in 
Dinajpur,  Bihar,  lease  of,  90. 

Havillah,  Havilliah,  repair  of  bands  at, 

349*  35 

Hawke  (ship),  4,  9,  353,  360*  444. 

— Capt.,  see  Scott,  Capt.  Francis. 

Hawkes,  Walter,  cadet,  63. 

Hawkins,  Francis,  writer,  125,  145. 
Hawkins,  Maj.  Henry,  on  furlough,  607. 
Hay,  Edward,  Secy  to  F.W.  Board,  236, 
2^6;  Secy  to  Secret  Dept,  442. 

Hav,  Capt.  James,  of  the  Lord  Macart¬ 
ney ,  188. 

Hay,  Capt.  Patrick,  of  the  Carnatic 
Detachment,  temporary  brevet  rank 
of  Maj.,  385,  437. 

Head  Assistant  and  Examiner,  allow¬ 
ances,  214,  224. 

Heard, — ,  lesigns,  454. 

Hearsey,  Capt.  Andrew,  Grain-Keeper 
to  the  Grand  Armv  in  the  Carnatic, 
representations  of,  xx,  386,  542;  on 
furlough,  607. 

Hector  (ship),  294. 

Heffernan,  see  Hiffernan. 

Hely,  Capt. — ,  court-martial  led,  607. 
Hemming,  William,  cadet,  63. 
Henchman,  Lt.  John,  101. 

Henchman,  Thomas,  to  resume  duty, 
191. 

Henckell,  Tilman,  Senr.  Merchant,  to 
be  Resdt.  at  Rangpur,  8. 

Henderson,  John,  surgeon  of  the  Fox , 
152. 

Henderson,  Lt  W.,  on  furlough,  607. 
Henry,  Richard,  cadet,  9. 

Hepburn,  George,  free  mariner,  146. 
Hepworth,  Capt.  Brodie,  of  the  Earl  of 
Mansfield ,  281. 

Herbert,  John,  228. 

Heron,  Lt  Laurence,  of  102nd  Regiment 
of  Foot,  26. 

Herredes,  Charles,  surgeon  of  the 

*  Swallow ,  his  allowances,  125,  128. 
Hesketh,  Edward,  barrister,  56. 

Hetcher,  Ensign  Joseph,  on  furlough, 
607. 

Hettson,  Tohn,  pilot,  279. 

Hetzler,  Robert,  cadet,  162. 

Hewett  (Hewitt),  William  Nathan 

Wrighte,  100;  to  resume  duty,  152, 
Hewitt,  Robert,  free  mariner,  279. 
Hicks,  Francis,  free  mariner,  183. 


Hiffernan  (Heffernan),  Capt.  R..  of  the 
Xancy,  290,  296;  claims  re.  Spanish 
prize,  399,  544. 

Higginson,  Alexander,  Chief,  Buidwan  ■ 
Provincial  Council  of  Revenue,  347, 

349* 

Higginson,  see  also  Wheler,  Higginson 
&:  Co. 

Hijili  (Ingelee),  Midnapore  Dist.,  Ben¬ 
gal,  channel  near,  324. 

Hill,  Mrs  Diana,  portrait  painter,  2S0. 
Hill,  John,  resigns,  521. 

Hilliard,  Capt.  John,  on  furlough,  525; 
resumes  duty,  280 

Hillsborough  (ship),  132,  141,  143,  145, 
248,  281,  479,  480,  507,  508,  529,  531, 
532,  543;  captured  by  Spanish  fleet, 
xxix-xxx,  410. 

— Capt.,  see  Hardcastle,  Capt.  William. 
Hilton,  Robert,  Adjutant  in  23rd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Light  Dragoons,  24. 
Hmchinbrooke  (ship),  xxvi,  55,  164,  302, 
308,  314,  381,  335,  352,  356,  360,  400, 
444,  480,  491,  499,  532,  538,  547,  549, 
553.  554,  560-  511’  5/8;  recaptured, 
399.  405.  repairs,  404,  531,  565;  lost, 
564,  366,  569,  579. 

— Capt.,  see  Maxwell,  Capt.  A. 

Hinde.  Lt.  T.  J.  Venables,  of  the  23rd 
Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons,  24. 
Hindus  (Hindoos),  the,  at  Gaya,  exempt¬ 
ed  from  local  duties,  507. 

Hindustani  Language,  'dictionary  and 
grammar  by  Capt.  William  Kiikpat- 
rick,  xl,  184,  597. 

His  Majesty's  German  Office,  Secy  in, 
see  Best,  George. 

His  Majesty’s  Minister  Plenipotentiary, 
see  Fit/herbert, — . 

His  Majesty’s  Squadipn,  see  Navy,  King 
of  England’s. 

Hoare,  Capt.  Daniel  Griffith,  of  the 
General  Coote,  52. 

Hodgson,  Capt.  Thomas,  of  the  Ecu l 
Cornwallis ,  281. 

Hoggan,  Capt.  George,  9,  112. 

Holdcroft,  Ensign — ,  resigns,  331-2. 
Holland  (States  General),  war  with 
Great  Britain,  xxviii,  36,  50,  291; 
treaty  with,  102,  in,  136-7,  172;  see 
also  Dutch, 

Holland,  Capt.  Lt, — ,  on  leave,  560. 
Holland,  Duoairell,  resigns,  452. 

Hollier,  Robert,  clerk  at  charity  school, 
202. 

Hollond  (Holland),  John,  Resdt  at 
Hvderabad,  services  praised,  xxxii-xxx 
iii,  356;  declines  Governorship  of 
Madras,  199;  note  on,  655. 

Holt,  Robert,  factor,  72. 

Honeybome,  Capt.  Thomas,  Comman¬ 
der  of  the  102nd  Regiment  of  Foot, 
xxii,  26,  365. 

Hooghlv,  Dutch  Director  of,  see  Ross, 
J.M. ' 

Hooghly  River  (Houghly,  H uglily,  in 
Bengal),  635;  new  channel  of,  324-5, 
3.54,  361,  406. 

Hooke,  Capt.  Archibald,  185. 
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Horner,  Thomas,  cadet,  10. 

Horsefall,  John,  Cornet  in  53rd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Light  Dragoons,  24. 

Horses,  for  Corps  of  Light  Dragoons, 
xxviit  368,  435;  from  Monghyr,'  355. 
Hosea ,  William,  resigns,  594. 

Hosier, — ■,  shipwrecked,  129. 

Hospitals,  at  Calcutta,  for  foundlings, 
xxxix,  200;  reduction  of  expenses  of, 
207,  217;  in  the  army,  272,  273,  274, 
276;  see  also  Magdalen  Hospital; 
Poplar  Hospital.  ( 

Hotchkis, — ,  Mineralogical  Surveyor, 
217. 

Ho  uglily,  see  Hooghly. 

Houghton  (ship),  78,  82,  85,  169,  181. 

— Capt.,  see  Munro,  Capt.  James. 

House  of  Commons,  163,  242,  266;  on 
administration  of  justice  in  Bengal,  1, 
22,  126-7,  337;  re.  bills  proposing 

changes  in  Coy's  constitution,  145, 
156-7. 

House  of  Lords,  bills  re.  revision  of 
Coy’s  constitution,  145,  156-7. 

How ai th , — ,  asst  surgeon,  on  furlough, 
607. 

Howell,  Ensign  Thomas,  of  the  101st 
RegimenL  of  Foot,  25. 

Huddart,  Capt.  Joseph,  of  the  Royal 
Admiral ,  123,  132. 

Huddart,  Capt.  William,  of  the  York , 
28 1 . 

Hughes,  Admiral  Sir  Edward,  C.  in  C. 
of  H.M.’s  Squadron  in  E.  Indies,  140, 
301,  322,  399,  544,  587;  allowances 

of,  30;  case  re.  supplies  provided  to 
his  fleet  by  E.W.  Board’s  Agent,  373, 
428-32;  note  on,  656. 

Hughes,  Lt  John,  on  furlough,  607. 
Huish,  George,  Coy’s  Agent  at  Ports¬ 
mouth,  127,  131. 

Humberstone,  Col. — ,  Commander  of 
the  78th  Regiment  of  King’s  Army,  70. 
Humphrey,  Ozias,  portrait  painter,  xli, 
171. 

Hunter,  Lt — ,  resigns,  560;  reinstated, 
579- 

Hunter,  James,  surgeon  at  Dacca,  dies. 
576. 

Hunter,  John,  Member,  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  2,  39,  46,  47,  49,  51,  64,  77,  98, 
101,  110,  111,  115,  118,  119,  121,  142, 
147,  156,  159,  160,  162,  168,  177,  179, 
203,  204,  211. 

Hunter,  Capt.  P.}  on  furlough,  607. 
Hunter,  William,  asst  surgeon,  151,  306. 
Hunter,  William,  free  mariner,  191. 
Hur  Jewon  Row,  see  Harjeewan  Rao. 
Hurmunt  Rum,  see  Hanumant  Ram. 
Hurringotta  River,  properly  Haringhata, 
see  Madhumati. 

Hussar  (Danish  ship),  170,  229,  236, 

522,  587- 

Hussey,  Capt.  V.  W.,  on  furlough,  607. 
Hutchins,  Maj. — ,  C.  in  C.  of  Coy’s 
troops  at  Fort  Marlbro’,  dies,  323- 
Hutton,  James,  asst  surgeon,  87. 

Hyde,  J.,  Judge  of  Supreme  Court, 
Calcutta,  x,  343,  346,  349. 

Hyder  Ally  Cawn,  see  Haider  Ali  Khan. 
Hyderabad  (Hydrabad),  300,  422. 


— Resell  at,  allowances,  218;  sec  also 
Hollond,  John;  Johnson,--. 

Hynes  (Hy  ndes),  John,  seaman,  ship¬ 
wrecked,  129,  130. 


I  EES,  Lt.  William,  of  the  102nd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  26. 

Impey,  Sir  Elijah,  Chief  Justice, 
Supreme  Court,  appointment  as 
Judge  of  Sadr  Diiuani  Adalat  disap¬ 
proved,  xviii,  22-3,  49,  337;  charges  by 
Philip  Francis  against,  xviii,  328, 
336-40,  343-6,  348;  leaves  for  England, 
452;  note  on,  651. 

Import -Warehousekeeper,  salary  of,  225. 

Indexes,  Court’s  insfructions  re.,  173, 
513* 

India,  famine  in  northern  part  of,  xliii. 
433;  RcnnelFs  map  of,  96;  Capt.  Call’s 
atlas  of,  416,  524,  597.' 

Xndiamen,  324,  333,  361,  362,  503,  504. 

Indian  States  (Country  Powers),  Court's 
instmetoins  re.  policy  towards,  vi, 
xxxiv,  8,  62,  109-10,  174,  178,  250-1. 

Indians,  the,  promotion  forbidden, 
xxvii,  435;  provision  for  disabled 
officers  and  sepoys,  xlii,  247-8:  voyage 
regulations  for,  58-9,  197-8,  374:  in 

Bengal,  Madras  and  Bombay  armies, 
270;  to  he  excluded  from  artillery, 
271;  retrenched  officers  to  be  retained 
at  full  pay,  275;  registry  offue  for 
seamen,  432,  584;  see  also  Registrar  of 
Natives. 

Indigo,  investment  in,  196-7,  201,  327, 
387,  402,  520,  604. 

Indus  (ship),  309. 

Indus  River,  famine  between  Karamnasa 
and,  xliii. 

Infantry,  composition  of,  xix,  270,  271-4: 
appointment  of  cadets  in,  153,  155; 
allowances  of  Governor  General’s  body¬ 
guard  of,  220;  promotion  of  officers 
in,  437,  475-6. 

Inflexible  (H.'  M.’s  ship),  56. 

Imgelee,  see  Hijili. 

Inglis,  Hugh,  Member,  Court  ol  Direc¬ 
tors,  162',  165,  168,  177,  179,  187,  203, 
204,  211,  245,  254,  278,  283. 

Ingram,  Lt  Archibald,  of  the  10 1st 
Regiment  of  Foot,  25. 

In nes,  Lt  William,  of  the  101st  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  25. 

Inspection,  Dept  of,  see  Department  of 
Inspection. 

Institutes  of  Timur ,  translated  by  Maj. 
Davy,  xl,  189. 

Intelligence  (ship),  309,  461,  484,  502, 
582,  590,  599,  602,  606. 

— Capt.,  see  Clifton,  Capt.  W.;  Murray, 
Capt.  John;  Pennington,  Capt.  W.A. 

Invalids,  fund  for,  see  Clive’s  Fund 
for  Military  Invalids. 

Investment,  iv,  35,  161,  165,  234,  403, 
447-8,  497,  584,  602-4;  commissaries 

for  collecting"  Dutch,  xxviii,  164,  333; 
by  tenders,  161;  Court’s  reactions  re., 
166,  192-6,  566-7;  amount  fixed  of, 
242-4;  subscriptions  for,  309,  315-7, 


INDEX 


370-1,  411,  420;  F.W.  Board’s  expla¬ 
nation  re.,  334-5,  491-5,  498,  571-3, 
(>03-4;  mode  of  raising  money  for,  378; 
loss  of,  387;  loan  for,  401;  in  piece- 
goods,  417-8;  money  sanctioned  for, 
470;  statements  re.,  498-501,  519, 

566-7;  for  Mocha  market,  519;  plea 
for  extension  of,  584;  see  also  Silk. 

Ireland,  establishment  of  Grattan’s  par¬ 
liament  in,  i. 

Iron,  for  Bengal,  Bombay  and  Madras, 
5,  85-6,  149,  181-2,  282;  for  Foit 

Marlbro’,  150,  182,  282;  cylinders  of, 
335- 

Ironside,  Lt-Col.  Charles,  resigns,  294. 

Irwin,  Eyles,  36. 

Irwin,  Ensign  James,  of  the  101  st  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  25. 

Irwm,  James,  on  leave,  605. 

Isle  of  France,  see  Mauritius. 

Italy,  silk  from,  134,  194. 

Ives,  R.T.,  590;  on  leave,  605. 

Iveson,  Richard,  free  mariner,  150. 

Ivoiy,  Patrick,  asst  surgeon,  151,  306. 

Ivory,  Thomas,  services  appreciated,  335. 

Jackson,  Capt.  Charles,  retiies,  595, 
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Jackson,  Lt  E.R.,  on  furlough,  607. 

Jackson,  Lt  J.,  on  furlough,  607. 

Jackson,  Capt.  John,  of  the  101st  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  24. 

Jackson,  Richard  Chalener,  cadet,  229. 
Jackson,  Dr  Rowland,  physician, 
services  praised,  xxxix;  to  practice  in 
Bengal,  409;  dies,  488. 

Jafar  All  Khan  (Jaffer  Ally  Cawn,  Jaffier 
Mohuramud  Khawn,  Meer  Jaffier, 
Meet  Mohummud  Jaffer  Khawn'), 
Nawab  of  Bengal,  614,  615,  616;  rela¬ 
tions  with  Sirajud-Daulah  and  E.  I. 
Coy,  623-4. 

— Widow  of,  see  Munni  Begam. 

Jaffrey,  John,  Comet  in  23rd  Regiment 
of  Light  Dragoons,  24. 

Jagir ,  (hereditary  assignment  of  land  and 
its  rent  as  annuity),  xxxiv,  xxxv,  61, 
103,  104,  106,  127. 

Jahanahad,  Gaya  Dist.,  Bihar,  repair  of 
bands  at,  351. 

Jail,  Calcutta,  217,  389-90,  409. 

Jamadar  (an  officer  of  police,  customs 
or  army),  270,  271. 

James,  Col. — ,  shipwrecked,  129. 

James,  Sir  William,  53;  Member,  Court 
of  Directors,  *122;  Dy  Chairman,  2,  14, 
39,  46,  47;  of  Secret  Committee,  40, 
124* 

Jameson,  Capt.  A.,  of  the  Hastings ,  450, 


abolished,  226. 

— Resdt  at,  see  Speke,  Peter. 

Jaques,  Capt.  Leonard,  dismissed,  489. 
Java,  Indonesia,  rice  from,  460,  472. 
Jeit,  see  Jyeshtha. 


Jennings,  Lt  Richard,  of  the  101st  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  25. 

Jennmgs,  Ross,  184. 

Joachim,  Indian  seaman,  xlv,  128. 

Johnson, — ,  Resdt  at  Hyderabad,  re¬ 
called,  xxxiii,  250-1,  407. 

Johnson, — ,  sent  to  Faizullah  Khan,  62. 

Johnson,  Benjamin,  cadet,  141. 

Johnson,  Jeremiah  Martin,  cadet,  161, 
201. 

Johnson,  Reuben,  free  mariner,  279. 

Johnson,  Robert,  surgeon,  525. 

Johnson,  William,  asst,  surgeon,  151, 
192. 

Johnson,  William,  writer,  152,  549. 

Johnson,  Rev.  William,  202,  489. 

Johnston,  George,  cadet,  10. 

Johnston,  Henry,  cadet,  63. 

Johnston,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Berrington , 
123,  132,  508,  53a,  538. 

Johnstone,  Commodore  G.,  290,  314, 

321,  399,  405;  note  on,  655-6. 

Johnstone,  George,  Member,  Couit  of 
Directors,  168,  211. 

Joint  Committee  of  Correspondence  and 
Shipping,  see  Court  of  Directors. 

Jones,  Griffith,  cadet,  10. 

Jones,  Maj.  Thomas,  of  the  102nd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  25. 

Jones,  William,  asst  surgeon,  151. 

Jones,  Lt-Fireworker  William,  retires, 

595- 

Jones,  Maj.  William,  resigns,  333. 

Jong  Atchen,  a  Chinese,  loan  given  lo, 
xiv,  234. 

Joseph  and  Moses  Norsa,  254. 

Judge  Advocate  General,  319,  431; 

allowances  of,  221;  see  also  Martin, 
Thomas;  Stuart,  John;  Sulivan,  Ste¬ 
phen. 

Jungepore,  Jungypore  see  Jangipur. 

Junior  Merchants,  allowances  of,  210. 

June  (H.  M.’s  ship),  192. 

Jupiter  (ship),  399. 

f.yeshtha  (second  month  of  Hindu  luni- 
solar  year  corresponding  to  May-June), 
616. 


IVafri  (negro),  129-30. 

Kalai  (various  kinds  of  pulse  generally 
cultivated),  422. 

Kalkapur  (Calcapore),  Murshidabad  Dist., 
Bengal,  Coy  takes  over  Dutch  invest¬ 
ments  at,  xxviii,  333. 

Karamnasa  River  (Curammasa,  Garam- 
nassa),  114,  465;  famine  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  of,  xliii. 

Karikal  (Karrical),  on  the  Coromandel 
Coast,  118;  to  be  returned  to  the 
French,  116. 

Kasijora  (Cossajuiah),  Midnapore  Dist., 
Bengal,  doria  from,  160. 

Kearney,  Bridges,  cadet,  63.  438. 

Kearns,  Michael,  asst,  surgeon,1  151,  192. 

Keble,  Page,  Marine  Storekeeper,  37, 
569- 

Kedgeree,  Kedjeree,  see  Khijixi. 

Keene,  Ann,  bills  of  exchange  for,  520. 
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Keir,  Archibald,  recommended  for  ap¬ 
pointment  as  surgeon,  545. 

Keir,  William,  free  marinei,  279. 
Keiskamma  River  (Keisik  Kamak  liver), 
Cape  Colony,  130. 

Kelly,  Patrick,  cadet,  77. 

Kelly,  Lt.-Col.  Robert,  charts  and  sur¬ 
veys  of  the  Carnatic  by,  xxxviii,  318. 
Kemp,  Francis,  free  mariner,  191.  ' 
Kenderdine,  G.  M.,  asst,  surgeon,  30s, 


331. 

Kerman,  Capt.  Robert.  101;  Court  dis¬ 
approve  his  promotion,  94;  resumes 
duty,  184,  280. 

Kent  (ship)  4,  281,  322,  353,  360,  405, 


444* 

— Capt.,  see  Haidinge,  Capt.  Richard; 

Stoakes,  Capt.  Peter. 

Kerr,  Thomas,  surgeon,  of  the  102nd 
Regiment  of  Foot,  27. 

Khahsa  (lands  whose  revenue  remains 
property  of  Govt,  and  which  are  not 
made  over  in  jagiy  or  mam  to  any 
one),  accounts  of,  295,  298,  306,  312, 

303.  394.  445.  453.  455.  456.  457- 

463.  467.  47*.  477.  489,  49®.  513.  5*4, 

516,  517,  518,  528,  536,  537,  545,  54fi, 

549.  55°-  563.  567.  580- 
Khalsah,  see  Khahsa .  f 

Khass  Mahals  (freehold  districts  of  reve¬ 
nue),  616. 

Khijiri  (Kedgeree,  Kedjeree).  Midnaporc 
Disl.,  Bengal,  308,  459,  468,  522,  564, 
569;  old  channel  between  Hijili  and. 


324. 

— Agent  for  loading  a-ntl  unloading  ships 
at,  see  Lloyd,  John. 

Kidd,  John,  free  mariner,  146. 

Kidderipore,  known  for  Calcutta  docks, 
r,6o. 

Kier,  Archibald,  extension  of  lease  of 
mines  to,  200. 

Killicam,  David,  435;  monopoly  of  trade 
of  Assam  annulled,  54,  200;  Agent  to 
the  Commercial  Chief  of  Dacca,  dies, 
603-4. 

Killican,  see  also  Croft  es,  Killican  and 
Close. 


King,  Lt.  Gavin,  of  the  101st  Regiment 
of  Foot,  25. 

King  George  (ship),  169,  583,  599,  603, 
605. 

— Capt.,  see  Court,  Capt.  Jonathan. 

Kingston,  John,  wine  contractor.  282. 

Kinloch  (Kinlock),  Joseph  Yorke,  wri¬ 
ter,  99,  146,  Commercial  Resdt.  at 

Achin',  465. 

Kinlock,  John,  Supdit.  of  Pulbandi  Re¬ 
pairs,  xviii;  report  on  repair  of  em¬ 
bankments,  349*52. 

Kirkpatrick,  Capt.  William,  Hindustani 
dictionary  and  grammar  by,  xl,  184, 
597;  resigns,  454-5. 

Kissersoy  (a  kind  of  piecegoods),  invest¬ 
ment  in,  160. 

Kneller,  John,  retires,  605. 

Koenig,  Dr.  J.  G.,  botanist,  dies.  576; 
note  on,  662. 

Kootie>  see  Kotha. 

Kosi  Riv^r  (Cossai),  349, 


Katha  (banking  house),  423,  425. 

Kujang  Islands  (Codjon,  Cudjong),  off 
Orissa,  survey  of,  xxxix,  95,  462. 

Kulpi  (Gulpee),  24-Parganas  Disk  Bengal, 
324,  401,  409,  479,  569. 
kyd,  Capt.  R.,  promoted  Maj.  38; 
Major  of  Fort  William  and  Militai\ 
Sccv.,  417;  services  appreciated,  606. 


Pme  (French  frigate),  captures 
English  ships,  xxx,  314. 

Lacarn,  Benjamin,  404:  agreement  with 
Coy  re.  New  Harbour,  xi,  632-45. 

Lahar  (Lobar),  Gwalior,  capture  of, 
366,  526;  note  on,  659. 

Lahore,  famine  at,  443. 

Laird,  Lt.  James,  on  furlough,  (k>7 . 

Lakshmipur  Factory  (Luckipore,  Lucy- 
pore),  Noakha.li  Dist.,  Bengal,  batta 
at,  xiii,  613;  new  building  for,  387. 

— Commercial  Chief,  see  Bateman/  Na¬ 
thaniel. 

Lalor,  Lt  Mathew,  of  the  102nd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  26. 

Lama  of  Tibet,  friendly  relations  with. 
356;  note  cm,  658-9. 

Lamb,  John,  asst,  surgeon,  228,  306. 

Lambert,  Capt.  Edmund,  to  resume 
duty,  9. 

1  ance,  David,  Member,  Council  of  Sup¬ 
ercargoes  at  Canton,  6,  86,  142,  184, 
280. 

Land  Revenue,  see  Revenue. 

Lane,  Maj. — ,  resigns,  542. 

Lane,  Henry,  Member,  Council  of  Super¬ 
cargoes  at  Canton,  6,  86,  141-2,  184,  280. 

Lane,  Thomas,  MemlxT,  Bd.  of  Trade, 
8;  on  leave,  112. 

Larkins,  Capt.  Thomas,  of  the  Warren 
Hastings ,  4,  188;  of  the  RgmotU,  123. 

Iarkins,  W.,  Accountant  General,  266; 
question  of  his  rank,  72,  297;  proposes 
increase  in  staff,  357;  on'  leave,  383; 
privilege  re.  mode  of  payment,  473-4'. 

Lary,  Barnard,  shipwrecked,  129. 

Lascars,  74,  128,  130,  355,  588;  stranded 
in  London,  xxix,  53;  in  Coy’s  army, 
271,  272,  273;  registry  office  for,  432, 
584* 

Lascelles  (ship),  78,  82,  85,  113,  181. 

— Capt.,  see  Wakefield,  Capt.  Thomas. 

Latham  (ship),  353,  360,  405. 

Latifpur  (Luttufpore),  Benares,  fort  at, 
310. 

Latouche,  William  Digges,  Resdt.  at 
Basra,  172. 

Law,  Charles,  writer,  iff,  145. 

Law,  Ewan,  101. 

Law,  Francis,  Commercial  Chief  of  Dacca, 
603-4. 

Law,  Maj,  James,  184;  resigns,  356;  dues 
from,  559. 

Law,  Thomas,  Collector  of  Gaya,  xxiv, 
507;  Member,  Committee  of  Grain,  450. 

I^awrie,  Henry,  free  mariner,  150,  183. 

Le  Gros,  James,  on  leave,  101;  dies,  442 

Le  Mesurier,  Paul,  Member,  Court  of 
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directors,  162,  165,  168,  177,  179,  203, 
211,  245,  254,  278,  283. 

Lead,  5-6,  85-6,  149-50,  182,  282. 

Lear,  George,  free  merchant,  54. 

Lee,  Thomas,  Chief  Officer  of  the  Earl  of 
Chesterfield ,  desertion  of,  xxvi,  449. 

Leeward  Islands,  W.  Indies,  51. 

Leghorn,  Italy,  H.M.’s  Counsel  at,  see 
udney,  John. 

Lennox,  A.,  indigo  contractor,  327,  387. 

Lennox,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Southampton , 
419 »  508. 

Leslie,  Ensign — ,  resigns,  525. 

Leslie,  Abraham,  surgeon  at  Canton,  390. 

L’Espigny,  Col. — ,  shipwiecked,  129. 

Lewin,  Richard,  junr.,  Commander  of  the 

Vans  it  tart,  281. 

Lewis,  Maj.  James,  63,  306. 

Lewis,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Valentine,  123, 

*99,  3 °L  302,  308,  507,  518,  520. 

Lewis,  Matthew,  free  mariner,  191. 

Lewis,  Thomas,  shipwrecked,  130. 

Lewis,  see  also  Angerstein  and  Lewis. 

Ley,  Capt.  Thomas,  of  the  Berrington, 
281. 

Light  Dragoons,  see  Regiments. 

Limerick,  Ireland,  51,  122,  129,  134,  227, 
238. 

Lind,  Ceoige  Edward,  resigns,  541. 

Lindsay,  Rouen,  writer,  101,  152,  422. 

Linen,  from  Oudh,  540. 

Liquor,  excessive  use  by  army,  xi-xiit 
xxiv,  179,  190,  277,  328,  658. 

Litlian,  Thomas,  surgeon,  resigns,  391. 

Lively  (ship),  7s,  290,  295,  321,  352,  392, 
409;  ieleased  by  the  Spanish  fleet, 
xxix-xxx,  409-410. 

— Capt.,  see  Forrest,  Capt.  Thomas;  Mc¬ 
Intosh,  Capt.  William. 

Livingston,  James,  cadet,  10. 

Livius,  George,  resigns,  358. 

Lizard  (H.M.’s  sloop),  167,  168,  482,  551. 

— Capt.,  see  Fitzroy,  Capt. — . 

Lizard  (French  cutter),  captured,  xxx. 

Llewellyn,  Lt.  R.,  on  furlough,  607. 

Lloyd,  John,  Agent  for  loading  and  un¬ 
loading  ships,  resigns,  521-2. 

Loans,  234,  375-6,  378,  401,  420;  see  also 
Debts. 

Locko  (ship),  169. 

Logie,  — ,  Chief  Mate  of  the  Grosvenor, 

129. 

Loliar,  see  Lahar. 

London  (Ship$,  78,  82,  815,  281. 

— Capt.,  see  Eastabrooke,  Capt.  John  . 

Ixxndon  xxix,  53 

London  Gazette  (newspaper),  details  of 
capture  of  French  ships  in,’ 49-51. 

Long,  Capt.,  Richard,  resigns,  358. 

Long  Ells  (kind  of  cloth),  5-6,  85-6,  149- 
50,  282. 

Longsand,  near  Sagar  Island,  324,  564. 

Lord  Camden  (ship),  146,  237,  519;  see 
also  Camden. 

— Capt.,  see  Walker,  Capt.  Thomas. 

lord  Clive’s  Bounty,  Lord  Clive’s  Fund, 
Lord  Clive’s  Pension  Fund,  see  Clive’s 
Fund  for  Military  Invalids. 


Lotd  Macartney  (ship),  78,  82,  85,  88, 
164  188,  228  403,  457,  459,  464,  469. 

— Capt.,  see  Hall,  Capt.  William,  Hav, 
Capt.  James. 

Lord  Mansfield  (ship),  5 22,  531,  537. 
Lord  Mulgrave  (ship),  9,  314,  331,  353, 
444- 


Lord  North  (ship),  281. 

Losco,  Francisco  da,  130. 

Loyd,  Ensign  Edward,  of  the  102nd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  26. 

Luard,  — ,  his  plan  re.  regular  packets, 

569-70- 

Lucadon  (Lucadou,  Lucadox),  Lt.  James 
Lewis,  on  furlough,  560;  reinstated, 


579- 


Lucas,  Capt. — ,  resigns,  524. 

Lucas,  Ensign  Edward,  of  the  102nd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  26. 


Luckipore,  Luckypore,  see  Lakshmipur. 
Lucknow,  114,  178,  250,  311,  416,  502; 
Residency  to  be  withdrawn  from,  199; 
cloth  from,  327,  387,  famine  at,  443. 

— Accountant  at,  allowances,  218. 

— Resdt.,  see  Oudh,  Resdt.  at. 

Lumsdain,  Maj.  J.,  resigns,  525- 
Lushington,  Stephen,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  49,  51,  64,  77,  96,  98,  101, 
110  111,  115,  119,  129,  137,  142,  147, 
168,  177,  179,  203,  211,  239. 
Lushington,  Thomas  Godfrey,  writer,  91, 
145,  202. 

Lutuffpore,  see  Latifpur. 

I. yens,  James,  238. 

Lyons,  Thomas, '  184 


IVIacao,  China,  xlv,  128,  390;  complaints 
re.  Capt.  McGlary  by  Govt,  of, 

3162-3,  396-7. 

Macartney,  George,  Lord,  Governor  of 
Madras,  xvi,  65,  167,  185,  427;  ques¬ 
tion  of  suspension  of,  iii,  198-9,  203-4; 
to  be  Governor  General,  186-7,  239; 
declines,  iv,  581,  585-6;  dispute  with 
Nawab  of  Arcot,  617-8;  to  leave  for 
Europe,  568.  • 

McAulay,  A.,  Dy.  Paymaster  to  King’s 
troops,  504. 

McGlary  (Maolary),  Capt.  John,  of  the 
Dodalay  t  acquitted  of  murder  charge, 
323,  397;  first  to  use  the  new  Hooghly 
channel,  324;  complaints  by  Macao 
Govt,  against,  362-3,  395-7. 

McClary,  Maj.  William,  on  furlough,  595, 
606-7. 

McCra,  John,  asst,  surgeon,  560. 

McCullock,  John,  surgeon,  of  the  23rd 
Regiment  of  Light  l^ragdons,  24. 

McDermott  (McDermot),  Capt,  Hugh, 
allowances,  9;  on  furlough,  607. 

McDonald,  Ensign  John,  at  Fort  Marl- 
bro\  323. 

MacDougal,  James,  cadet,  161. 

McEvoy,  John,  asst,  surgeon,  151,  191. 

McFarlane,  Robert,  Clerk  of  the  Market, 
Calcutta,  xl,  513. 

McGillwray,  Lt.  William,  of  the  101st 
Regiment  of  Foot,  25. 

McGowan,  Capt.—,  question  of  permit- 


692 


INDEX 


ting  him  to  navigate  the  Bhagiiathi, 
35,  342,  369. 

McGowan,  Maj.  John,  154,  185-6;  resigns, 
392;  note  on,  652. 

McGregor,  Capt.-— ,  resigns,  525. 

Macintosh,  William,  free  mariner,  191. 

McIntyre,  Capt.  J.,  on  furlough,  607. 

Mackay,  Hugh,  171. 

Mackenzie,  — ,  opium  contract  with,  60. 

Mackenzie,  Mai).  Alexander,  promoted, 
170. 

Mackenzie,  Capt.  Jabez,  on  fui lough, 
607. 

Mackenzie,  Capt.  Robert,  99. 

Mackenzie,  Capt.  T.,  of  the  Active,  302. 

Mackintosh  (McIntosh),  Capt.  William, 
of  the  Contractor,  281;  of  the  Lively , 
290. 

McLary,  — ,  maiine  conti  act  with,  544. 

Macleocl,  Lord,  Commandant  of  H.M.'s 
73rd  Regiment,  15,  304;  allowances,  30, 
52  1 . 

Macleocl,  Col. — ,  settlement  of  his  dues, 
607-8. 

Macleod,  Gilbert,  asst,  surgeon,  151,  191. 

McPherson,  Lt. -Col.  Allan,  Quarter¬ 

master  General,  contract  for  canton¬ 
ment  repairs,  487-8. 

Mcpherson,  Maj.  John,  xxii,  Lt-Col.,  293; 
leaves  for  Europe,  304-5;  note  on,  65O. 


34,  526;  offers  protection  to  Raghu 
hath  Rao,  xxxiii,  361-5;  peace  treat} 
with,  525. 

-  Resdr  '  at  Court  of,  207,  251;  allow 
anccs,  218;  see  also  Anderson,  Lt  Da\id 

Mahal  (division  of  a  dist.  or  estate),  266 

Mahd,  Malabai  Dist.,  Madras,  rest 01  et 
to  the  French,  117. 

Mahi.p  Narayan  (Mahipnarain),  Raja  o 
Benares,  389;  reduction  in  customs  dun 
fixed  by/  x'xxvii,  310. 

Mahomed  Aly,  see  Muhammad  Ali  Khan 

Mahomed  Re/a  Gawn,  see  Muhammat 
Ri/a  Khan. 

Mahon,  Hugh,  asst  surgeon,  151,  306. 

Mahrattas,  see  Marat  has,  the. 

Maiyani  River  (Chittagong),  32. 

Major  (ship),  4,  164,  322,  353,  360,  44 4 
459;  lost,  479-80,  508. 

-  -Capt.,  see  Arthur*  Capt.  David. 

Major,  of  Fort  William,  see  Kyd,  Cap! 

R. 

Maker,  Radar,  see  Rodermaekcr. 

Malabar  Coast,  43,  45,  gu,  329,  608. 

Malacca  (Mallacca),  Straits  of,  60,  30c 
363 ,  378,  397, 

Malangi  (saft  man uf act uter),  266, 

Malayans,  the  xvii,  323. 

Malda,  Bengal,  Sanyasi  menace  in,  388. 

-  -Resdt,  see  Grant,  Charles. 


Mcpheison,  Sir  John,  Governor  General, Maid iva  Islands,  Indian  Ocean,  spec: 
Bengal,  i,  v,  539;  Membei  of  Board, r  for,  512, 

239,  250,  401/490,  516,  586;  note  on,.  jManby,  George,  153. 

662.  i  {Manchester.  England,  muslin  from,  u; 

Macraby,  Alexander,  Supdt.  of  Police/  \  Manchester,  Duke  of,  signs  peace  treat' 

Calcutta,  dies,  343.  1  •'  135,  136. 

McRae,  Ensign  ]ohn,  146.  ~  ‘  Mandal  (headman  of  a  village  who  som 

Madajee  Sindhia*,  Madhajee  Scindia,  see  times  acts  as  agent  of  mmimlnr),  35 

Mahadji  Sindhia.  Mandalghat  Pargana  (Mumllegaut,  Mu: 

Madeira  Island,  off  west  coast  of  Africa,  dulgaut),  Howrah  Dist.,  Bengal,  lepa 


169,  540. 

Madeira  Wine,  xxiv,  181,  282-3,  54a- 
Madhumati  (Hurringotta),  estuary  of  the 
Ganges*,  361. 

Madras  (Madraspatnam,  Madrass),  36,  49, 

ffi*  77*  »94*  Bib  354*  3<*J>  3<>L  3^h 
468;  army  at;  xxvii,  272-3,  355,  435; 

supply  of  grain  for  relief  of,  xxx,  3 22, 
325-6,  370,  376-7,  481;  troops  from 
Bengal  for,  xxxi,  17;  as  a  market,  245; 
cattle  for,  297;  artillery  fox,  385;  admi¬ 
ralty  jurisdiction  at,  397;  rice  for 
Bombay  from,  483;  see  also  Fort  St. 
George. 

— Govt,  of,  see  Fort  St.  George  Govern¬ 
ment. 

Madrasa,  Madrassa,  see  Calcutta  Madrasa. 
Ad lagan  (division  of  a  revenue  dist.),  1 16. 
Magdalen  Hospital,  198. 

Magellan,  Straits  of,  Chile,  398. 

Maghs  (natives  of  Arakan),  incursions 
into  Chittagong  by,  32. 

Maglashan,  Capt.  Alexander,  Court  criti¬ 
cise  major’s  commission  to,  63. 
Magnanime  (ship),  308, 

Mahadji  Sindhia  (Madajee  Sindhia, 
Madhajee  Sindhia,  Mahadajee  Scindia* 
Mahajee  Sindia,  Madhojee  Sindia, 
Mhadiee  Sindia).  Cov’s  support  to 


of  bands  at,  349-50,  35*. 

Mangalore,  South '  Canara  Dist . ,  M adra 
172;  surrendered  to  the  English,  13 

rkc  for,  405.  '149.  -15 >■  „  , 

Maniar  (Monoher  Parsec),  Farsi  nu 
senger  of  Raghunath  Rao,  well -receive 
in  England,  xxxiii,  7. 

Manju  Shah  (Mujenoo  .Shau),  Sanvs 
leader,  his  activities  around  Maul 
xxxvii,  388. 

Mannix,  Lt  Gcoigc,  of  the  toarnl  Rq 
ment  of  Foot,  26, 

Mansfield  (ship),  147,  479,  484,  507,  5c 

5* 1 ;  598.  543  •  547-  „ 

Manship  (ship),  281,  283. 

— Capt.  see  Grcgorie,  Capt.  Charles. 

Manship,  John,  Member,  Court  of  Dh< 
tors,  39,’  46,  8of  98,  101,  uii  118,  u 
162,  165,  168,  177,  179,  186,  187,  2€ 
204,  2i i,  ago,  254,  278';  of  Secret  G01 
mittee,  40,  49,  170,  228. 

Manwaring,  William,  free  mariner,  if 

Maps  and  Plans,  xxxviii-xxxix,  143,  171 

Marathas  (Mahrattas,  Marattas,  Marr; 
tas),  the,  vi,  294*  472,  526;  as  a  milita 
power,  xxvii;  treaty  with  E.  I.  G< 
xxxiii,  7,  14s,  175;  J76,  51 1.  S*9.  S< 
364,  525;  see  also  Bassein;  Chtmai 
Bhonsle;  Mahadji  Sindhia;  Raghuna 
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Marathi  Interpreter,  see  Foster,  George 
Marine,  Bengal,  73-4,  384;  proposed 

economy  in,  208;  separate  branch  for 
new  Hooghly  channel,  406;  contract 
for,  544;  see  also  Master  Attendant. 

— Bombay,  10,  112,  150.  * 

Marine  Contractor,  see  Sampson,  Capt. 
John. 

Marine  Paymaster,  230,  353,  364. 

Marine  Storekeeper,  see  Keble,  Page; 
Price,  Joseph. 

Marine  Surveyor,  see  Ritchie,  Capt  J 
Market,  at  Calcutta,  xxxix-xl,  327*8,  432. 
Markham,  William,  Resdt  at  Benares, 

66;  recalled,  380,  454. 

Marque,  Letters  of,  restrictions  on  use  of, 
xvii,  323. 

Marquis  of  Rockingham  (ship),  lost,  45. 
Marrattas,  see  Marathas. 

Mariiott,  William,  100. 

Masrsden,  Lt  F.,  retires,  595. 

Marsden  (Marsdon),  J.,  Member,  Fort 
Marlbro’  Council,  354. 

Martin,  Byam  101. 

Martin,  Thomas,  Dy  Judge  Advocate 
General,  319;  Judge  Advocate  General, 

580- ' 

Mason,  Lt — ,  141. 

Master  Attendant,  95,  325,  354*  483»  5e5» 
r,6q;  not  to  hold  marine  contracts, 
00-3;  see  also  Allen,  Capt.  George; 
Doveton,  Frederick;  Thornhill,  Cud- 
bert. 

Masulipatam  (Massulipatam,  Mussuli- 
patam),  Kistna  Dist.,  Madras,  167,  47L 
504;  plan  for  sending  money  to,  300, 

422-6.  _ 

—Chief,  see  Daniel,  James;  Sadlier, 

Anthony.  , 

Mathematics,  school  at  Fort  William  tor, 

xl,  462-3. 

Mathews,  Stephen,  surgeon,  124-5. 

M altos,  J.  D.,  cadet,  9*  , 

Mauritius  (Isle  of  France),  Indian  Ocean, 

V  40.  !><>,  3l8>  364-  ,  . 

Maw,  Capi.  Robert,  of  the  Asia,  169. 

Maxwell.  Capt.  A.,  of  the  Hinthin- 
hioohe ,  401,  403,  549,  554.  refuses 
to  surrender  deseiters,  xxvi,  579. 
Maxwell,  Edward,  Counsellei  at  Law, 

Maxwell.  Robe  1 1 .  free  mariner,  228 
Mayor’s  Court.  Calcutta,  empowered  to 
examine  prizes,  432. 

Meats,  Capt.  Charles,  of  the  Bulhant , 
52  373. 

Mears,‘  John,  free  mariner,  171. 

Hears,  Capt.  William,  of  the  Royal 

Bishop,  4*  281. 

Medea  (frigate),  384. 

Medical  Inspector,  allowances  of,  21  y- 
Medical  Science,  Coy's,  contribution  to 
development  of,  xxxix. . 

Medicines,  141;  reduction  111  expenses  of, 

207. 

Mee,  Benjamin,  cadet,  171 »  201. 

Mee,  John,  writer,  146. 

Meek,’  James,  asst  sureeon,  151. 

Meer  Mohomcd  Jaffier  Khan,  Mee 


Mohumniud  Jaffier  Khawn,  see  Jafar 
Ali  Khan. 

Meer  Saib,  see  Mir  Sahib. 

Mehals,  see  Mahal . 

Mehsi  (Mehysee),  Champaran  Dist., 
Bihar,  Judge  at,  see  Pernng,  John. 

Meik,  James,  asst  surgeon,  191. 

Mence,  Capt.  George,  resigns,  451;  re¬ 
sumes  duty,  184. 

Mercer,  Lt  George,  on  furlough,  595. 
Mercer,  Gapt.  T.,  of  the  Resolution , 

308,  384;  rice  contract  with,  359. 

Mercer,  Ensign  William,  463. 

Merchants,  compensation  to  those  affect¬ 
ed  by  embargo  o*n  grain,  xliv,  461,  473. 
Mercury  (ship),  150. 

Mairgui,  Lower  Burma,  survey  of  islands 
on  coast  of,  486. 

Merry,  Capt.  Charles,  A.D.C.  to  General 
Sloper,  176. 

Mesurier,  see  Le  Mesurier . 

Metals,  restrictions  on  extraction  from 
mines,  200. 

Metcalfe,  Maj.  T.  T.,  Agent  for  Military 
Stores,  resigns,  608. 

Metcalfe,  Capt.  Thomas,  Military  Store¬ 
keeper  General,  88. 

Meyer,  George  Charles,  writer,  91,  145. 
Meyers,  Thomas,  writer,  8. 

Mhadjee  Sindia,  see  Mahadji  Sindhia. 
Michell,  P.,  Secy,  Court  of  Directors,  102. 
Michie,  John,  Member,  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  122,  134,  137,  x59>  l®°»  1®2, 

165,  168,  177,  179,  186,  187,  203,  204, 
211,  239,  245,  283;  of  Secret  Com¬ 
mittee,  124,  170,  228. 

Middlesex  (ship),  281. 

Middleton,  John  Charles,  resigns,  454. 
Middleton,  Nathaniel,  Resdt  at  Oudh, 
xxxv,  62;  to  be  recalled,  67;  resigns,  454. 
Middleton,  Samuel,  Presdt,  Bd  of  Trade, 

535- 

Midnapore,  Bengal,  368;  revenue  from. 

Mierop,  Thomas  Kuyck  Van  Member, 
Council  of  Supercargoes  at  Canton,  o, 

86,  142,  184.  280.  # 

Military  Administration,  see  Army. 
Military  Board,  composition,  powers  and 

duties,  xix,  258-60,  269. 

Military  Commissary  General,  to  assist 
Bd  of  Inspection,  231. 

Military  Department,  208;  mode  ot  cor- 
respondent  with.  s6$;  see  also  Army. 
_ Secy,  allowances,  223;  see  also  Ryu, 

Capt.  R.  ,  ^ 

Military  Fund,  sec  Clive  s  Fund  for 

Military  Invalids. 

Military  Paymaster  General,  230.  3*8* 
383,  392,  435*  44°»  4®®.  47°»  557  »  559» 
allowances,  220,  221. 

Military  Storekeeper,  230;  allowances. 

Military  Storekeeper  General,  see  Met¬ 
calfe  Capt.  Thomas. 

Military  Stores,  6,  86,  B54.  364.  444»  455, 
for  the  Carnatic,  290;  for  Fort  Man 
bro%  314;  see  also  Arsenal;  Ordnance, 
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— Agent  for,  see  Metcalfe,  Maj.  T.  T. 
Militia,  retrenchments  m,  xxvii,  436. 
—Paymaster,  allowances,  22s. 

Miller,  fames,  on  leave,  605. 

Miller,  John,  Dy  Supdt  of  Police,  ('.al 
cutta/513. 

Mills,  Charles,  Member,  Couit  of  Duet 
ton,  16s,  245,  254,  278,  283. 

Mills,  John,  Supdt  of  Police*  Calcutta, 
resigns,  343. 

Mills,  William,  Member,  Coim  of  Direc¬ 


tors,  122,  203,  2ii,  239. 

Minchin,  Thomas,  asst  surgeon,  87,  152. 

Mmcralogical  Suiveyor,  see  Hotehkis,  -  . 

Miners  and  Pioneers,  proposal  ic.  setting 
up  corps  of,  10,  365. 

Mines,  22;  surveying  of,  xxxviii;  restric¬ 
tions  on  woiking  of,  200;  see  also 
Coppei . 

Mint,  at  Calcutta,  295,  29S,  306,  312, 

44.> .  453-  455.  4“>7’  4‘>».  467.  47 »,  S»6. 
537;  at  Dacca,  327;  at  Musulipatam, 
422,  ^24;  ,w  also  Copper. 

Mint  Mastei,  Calcutta,  commission  to, 
21  5;  see  also  Bechei,  Richard,  senr: 
Paxton,  W. 

•  Mir  Burcut  Ulla,  see  Barkatullah. 

Mir  Jafar,  see  Jafar  Ali  Khan. 

Mir  Qasim,  see  Qasim  Ali  Klian. 

Mir  Sahib  (Mecr  Sail)),  Haidar  Ali's 
general,  mortally  wounded,  17;  note 
on,  651. 

Missing,  John,  cadet.  10. 

Mitchell,  A.,  cadet,  438. 

Mitchell,  Maj.  Aichibaid,  280. 

Mitchell,  Capt.  Charles,  of  the  William 
Pitt ,  281. 

Mitchell,  David,  agent  to  the  owner  of 
the  Surprise ,  237-8. 

Mitford,  Richard,  cadet,  171. 

Mobareck  Ally,  see  M ubarakud -Da ulah . 

Mocha,  Yemen,  pioposal  to  open  up 
tiade  with,  236-7,  502.  519,  631,  {k>o. 

Mocurreiivi  see  Muqarrari . 

Moffatt,  James,.  Member,  Court  of  Di lec¬ 
tors,  2,  49,  64,  80,  96,  98,  101,  115, 
119,  186,  187,  203,  204,  211,  239,  245, 
254,  278,  283,  439;  supervises  embarka¬ 
tion  of  Hanoverian  Troops,  59,  71. 

Moffat,  John,  claims  command  of  the 
Resol utio  n ,  404 . 

Mogul,  Resdt.  with  the,  see  Delhi, 
Resdt.  at. 


Moguls,  see  Mughal  Cavalry. 

Malloy,  John,  free  mariner,  191. 
Motunghees %  see  Malangi. 

Monat,  James,  engineer,  73. 

Monghyr  (Mongheer),  Bengal,  horses 
from,  335;  mine  at,  511,  545, 
Monoher  Parsee,  see  Maniar. 

Monson,  Col.  C.,  Member  of  Board,  341. 
Montagu .  Montague  (ship),  52,  78,  169, 
180,  181,  183,  405,  444,  583;  loss  of, 
601,  602, 


— Capt,,  see  Bret  tell,  Capt.  Thomas. 
Montgomerie,  Capt,  Alexander,  of  the 
Beworough,  83.  85,  282,  508. 
,J^tgoraery,  Ensign  William,  of  the 
lorst  Regiment  of  Foot,  25. 

IV  repair  of  bands  at,  351. 


MtHxlie,  duties,  bee  maiinei,  183. 

Mooic,  Capt.  James,  promoted  Brev.- 
Maj.,  385,  437. 

Moore,  Lt.  James,  promoted  Capt., 
305-th 

Mooie,  Lt.  John,  of  the  101st  Regiment 
of  Foot,  25. 

Mom  shed  a  bud,  see  Murshidabad. 

MootcpoHam,  see  MotupallL 

Moiduunt,  L(.  Henry,  5th 

Moieen,  Rolim,  stew  aid  of  the  7  tirtar, 
31* 

Morgan,  Li.  <  ol,  Chailes,  413,  497; 

Commander  of  Bombay  Detadimeiu, 
311,  329-30,  4t»t>,  50 6;  promoted  Col., 
320;  instiiK  ted  al>out  leuenehments, 
435;  lesigns,  478. 

Morgan,  fail.  James,  Boy. 

Morgan,  Capt.'  Robert,  of  the  Pigot,  78, 
R*.  8 5.  ■!")!*• 

Morine,  Alexander,  asst,  surgeon,  151. 

Morris,  John  Lamb,  asst,  surgeon,  *151, 
308, 

Moi i is,  Lt.  Robeit,  resigns,  359;  lesumes 
duty,  184. 

Morris,  Thomas,  asst,  surgeon,  151;  his 
wages  as  surgeon  of  the  Warreh,  155, 
Kit,  229,  331. 

Morrison,  James,  fiee  maimer,  183, 

Morse  (ship).  3. 

Morte  Rher.  Africa,  130. 

Mornm,  (.apt,  John  Pierce,  of  ILM.’s 
73rd  Regiment  of  Foot  t  12b. 

Motion,  Thomas,  Sec:>\,  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  138,  16O*  1(17,  180. 

Moseley,  *  William  I/od,  cadet,  <>3. 

Motto,  Thomas,  SujhIi.  of  Police,  Cal¬ 
cutta,  4<k);  question  of  his  removal, 
512, 

Motteux,  Joint,  Member,  (bun  of  Di  rer¬ 
uns,  162,  165,  16H,  177,  179,  t86,  187, 
203.  204,  2ii»  239,  245, 

Motupalli  (Moote|x>!iaxn),  Guntur  Dist., 
Madras,  17. 

Monat,  Lt.  ,  engineei ,  88, 

Mouatt,  Andrew,  free  mariner,  146. 

Mount  Stewart,  Mount  Stuart  (ship),  4; 
captured,  xxix,  410, 

M  ubarakud-Daulah  (Mobareck  Ally). 
Nawab  of  Bengal,  petition  for  fresh 
agreement  with  Coy,  622-32. 

Murk.  see  Maghs. 

Mughal  Cavalry  (Moguls).  F„  I.  Coy*sf 
435, 

Mughals  (Mogul),  the,  xxvii,  252, 

Muhammad  AH  Khan  (Mahomed  Aly), 
Nawab  of  Arcot  (or  the  Carnatic),  xvi, 
66,  116,  117,  1  iH,  143,  162,  629;  Coy. 
to  annul  agreement  With,  ii,  xxxii,  60; 
dispute  between  Madras  and  Bengal 
Govts,  over,  iv,  198-9,  204;  debts  and 
finances,  xxxi,  144,  6x9-20;  dispute 
with  Madras  Govt.,  xxxii,  163,  617; 
urged  by  Court  to  conclude  treaty  re. 
defence  of  the  Carnatic*  617-22. 

— Resdt.  at  Court,  see  Sulivan,  R.  J. 

Muhammad  Riza  Khan,  (Mahomed  ftez a 
Cawn),  Naib  Diwan  and  Naib  Nazim 
of  Bengal,  Bihar  and  Orissa,  his  sti¬ 
pend  increased,  433. 
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Muir,  Col.  Grainger,  68,  476;  resigns, 

524;  services  appreciated,  525-6;  note 
on,  652-3. 

Mujeno  Sha,u,  see  Manju  Shah. 

Mulberry  Plantations,  encouragement  to 
cultivation  of,  419. 

Mulgrave  (ship),  333,  335,  463* 

Muller,  Frederic  Rodolph,  cadet,  126. 
Munchhauson,  Baron—,  Privy  Counsellor 
to  War  Office,  Hanover,  12. 

Mundlegaut,  Mundulgaut,  see  Mandal- 
ghat  Pargana. 

Munduls,  see  Mandal. 

Munni  Begam  (Munney  Beegum),  widow 
of  Mir  Jafar,  petition  for  subsistence 
allowance,  xxxvi,  614-7. 

Munro,  General  Sir  H.,  C.-in-C.,  Mad¬ 
ras,  resigns,  355.  _  . 

Munro,  Lt.  Henry,  of  the  102nd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  26. 

Munro,  Capt.  James,  of  the  Houghton , 

78,  82,  85,  169. 

Munto,  John,  cadet,  63. 

Muqanari  (fixed  lease),  90. 

Mure,  Francis,  100.  ,  .  .  , 

Murray,  Lt.-Col.  Alexander,  his  bond, 

57,  376>  559!  C.-in-C.  of  Fort  Marl- 
boro’,  323,  483,  502. 

Murray,  Lt.  Charles,  56. 

Murray,  Capt.  G.,  of  the  San  Carlos , 

361-2. 

Murray,  James,  cadet,  439. 

Murray,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Intelligence , 
sent  to  Batavia  for  procuring  rice, 

Murray,  Capt.  Peter,  offg.  Adjutant  Ge¬ 
neral,  Bengal,  505;  allowances,  593- 
Murray,  William,  cadet,  141.  . 

Murray,  William,  Lord,  Gapt.  in  77t*1 
Regiment  of  Foot,  59. 

Murshidabad  (Moorshedabad),  Bengal, 
repair  of  bridges  at,  39,  34]‘»  Muba- 
rakud-Daulah’s  request  for  administra¬ 
tive  control  over,  630. 

—Collector,  emoluments,  206. 

.  -Collector  of  Customs  and  Resdt.  de¬ 
sirable  qualifications  for  post  of,  030, 
see  also  D’  Oylv,  Sir  John;  Pott,  Robert 

Pcrcival. 

Murvah.  Patna,  lease  of,  90. 

Muskets,  149*  is®*  2®2* 

Muslin.  113,  4l6*  _  ..  .  m 

Mussulipatjaim,  see  Masubpatam. 

Mutiny,  333;  of  the  cavalry  in  the ;  Car- 
natic,  xxv-xxvi,  482;  note  on,  660. 
Mu/affar  Jang  (Muruffer  Jung),  Nawah 
of  Fariukhabad,  question  of  Bntisn 

protection  to,  109-10. 

Mydidlcton,  Edmund  Pytts,  cadet,  10. 

—Ruler  Haider  Ali  Khan;  Tipu 

Sultan. 


Nagpur  (Nagpur,  Naugpore),  banking 

agencies  at,  3oo,  4«-  , 

Salk  (leader  of  small  band  of  soldiers), 

270,  27  *•  .  c 

Nainsook,  investments  m,  100. 


Najmud-Daulah  (Nudjeem  ul  Daulah, 
Nujim  ul  Dowla),  Nawab  of  Bengal, 

624,  627,  631;  stipend  of,  616,  628, 

Nalki  (open  litter  or  palanquin  used  by 
persons  of  rank),  630. 

Nambona,  African  Coast,  129. 

Nancy  (packet),  72,  73,  83,  290,  296,  297, 

299,  384;  captures  Spanish  ship,  399, 

544;  loss  of,  162. 

1— Capt  ,  see  Haldane,  Capt.—;  Hiffernan, 

Capt.  R. 

Nankivell,  John,  free  mariner,  150. 

Napier,  Lt.  John,  of  the  101st  Regiment 
of  Foot,  25. 

Narrames,  see  Rupee,  Narayani. 

Narbudda  see  Nerbudda. 

Nash,  Maj.  Thomas,  of  the  23rd  Regi¬ 
ment-  of  Light  Dragoons,  24. 

Nasmyth,  James,  asst,  surgeon,  151,  192. 
Nassau  (ship),  229,  373,  448 »  4^0  >  5°^* 
—Capt.,  see  Gore,  Capt.  A. 

Naval  Stores,  of  H.M.’s  Navy,  182;  of 

Coy’s,  429.  ... 

Navigation,  95;  in  Bhagirathi  River,  3^9* 
Navy,  King  of  England's,  commanded  by 
Admiral  Rodney,  i,  xxx,  5,  50-1;  in 
East  Indies,  83,  325*  4°7»  5°&*  officers 
allowances,  30-1,  188,  3^»  54  stores 
for,  50,  57 ,  100,  182,  326-7,  335,  57S> 

— CdmC.,  see  Hughes,  Admiral  Sir 
Edward.  * 

Neave,  John,  590. 

Neckcloths,  investment  m,  100.^ 

Negapatam  (Negapatnam),  Tanjore  Dist., 

Madras,  136,  301,  314^  37_2- 
Negus,  Fras.  Coleman,  Chaplain  of  102nd 

Regiment  of  Foot,  27. 

Neptune  (ship),  63,  123,  i3*>  x54» 

281,  372,  444;  damaged,  302. 

—Capt.,  see  Scott,  Capt.  George;  Scott, 

Capt/  Robert. 

Nerbudda  (ship),  162,  164,  165,  17°>  4<>3» 
444,  446,  447,  448’  451*  455>  4°5,  475> 

498,  593’  6°$*  „  *  t 

— ‘Capt. ,  see  Rattray,  Gapt.  J. 

New  Fort,  see  Fort  William. 

New  Harbour,  on  Channel  Creek, 
changes  in  Coy.’s  agreement  with 

Lacam  re.,  xi,  632-45. 

Newman, — ,  shipwrecked,  129. 

Newton,  Stephen,  Free  manner,  279. 
Nichel,  Maj.  Thomas,  389. 

Nicholls,  Capt.  Thomas,  87. 

Nichols,  J.,.131* 

Nacolls,  Maj. — ,  59  *  .  ,  a  itwfstment 

NiUae  (kind  of  blue  cloth),  investment 

Nikon,  Brig. -General  Lawrence,  C.  m 
C.,  Bombay,  200.  ith 

Ni/am  Ali  Kban,  xxxi,  coti* 

Madras  Govt,  xxxu,  7> 
surrender  of  the  Carnatic  rented, 

xxxiii,  250-1.  j 

_ -R^sdt  at  Court  of,  207,  35®»  see 
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Bihar,  and  Orissa  at  Murshidabad), 
616,  626,  627,  628. 

Noble,  Henry,  free  mariner,  182. 

Noble,  Lt.  Mungo,  of  the  101st  Regiment 
of  Foot,  25. 

Nonsuch  (ship),  292,  378,  384,  385. 

— Ownei,  see  Watson,  Col. — . 

Norfolk  (ship),  xxii,  4,  164,  192,  321, 
353-  360-  365-  4°4>  444.  453.  456.  469, 
49>.  499- 

Norsa,  see  Joseph  and  Moses  Norsa. 

North,  John,  free  mariner,  146. 

North.  Lord,  Prime  Minister  of  Eng¬ 
land,  i;  Secy  of  State,  128,  593;  on 
peace  treaty  with  Holland,  137-9. 

Northern  Circars  (Gircars,  Sircars),  Mad¬ 
ras,  17,  236,  443,  472,  483;  Nizam's 
demand  re.  surrender  of,  250. 

Northumbe)land  (ship),  169,  308,  322, 
323. 

— Capt.,  see  Rees,  Capt.  James. 

Nottingham  (ship),  4,  36,  43,  52,  353, 
361,  370,  444,  contract  with  Couit  of 
Directors  ic.  H.  M.’s  forces  aboaid, 
40-6. 

— Capt.,  see  Curtis,  Capt.  Geoige. 

Nowland,  R.,  Agent  Victualler,  431-2. 

Nudjeem  Ul  Dowlah,  Nujim  ul  Dowla, 
see  Najmud-Daulah. 

Nurbudda ,  Nurbuddah ,  see  Nerbudda. 

Nutt,  Capt.  Justinian,  of*  the  Duke  of 
Kingston ,  78,  82,  85, 

Nymph  (sloop),  50. 


Oaths,  Act  of  Parliament  re.,  591. 

O’Donnel,  John,  acquitted  of  ‘murder 
charge,  323,  397. 

Ogilby,  William,  attorney,  100, 

Ogilvie,  Capt.  William,  293. 

O’Hara,  Alexander,  cadet,  10. 

Oldfield,  Cristopher,  writer,  8. 

Oliver,  Ensign — ,  shipwrecked,  129. 

Omichand,  his  legacies  for  hospitals, 
xxxix,  198,  200. 

Opium,  158,  334,  461,  605;  contract  with 
Mackenzie,  60;  for  Canton  and  Rieu, 
60,  289,  292,  322,  363,  378,  487;  ban 
by  Chinese  Govt  on,  61;  for  Fort 
Mailbro’,  502,  from  Patna,  604. 

Ord,  Joseph,  free  mariner,  279. 

Ord,  Robert,  writer,  114. 

Ordnance,  335;  taken  from  the  Dutch, 
xxviii,  292;  for  Fort  Marlbro',  314. 

Ordnance  Department,  335,  353;  re¬ 
trenchments,  223,  406;  see  also  Board 
of  Ordnance. 

Orissa  (Orixa),  recruiting  centre,  xx; 
withdrawal  of  Berar  army  from,  xxxi, 
17;  restoration  of  French  possessions 
at  115;  administration  of  justice  in, 
127;  admiralty  court  for,  398. 

Orphans,  597;  arrangements  for  welfare 

;  of  orphans  of  military  officials,  xli- 


Orr, — ,  Quartermaster  in  King's  Army, 
126. 

Orrock,  James,  asst  surgeon,  151. 

Osborne, — ,  cadet,  153. 

Osteiley ,  Osterly  (ship),  169,  18 i,  335, 

589*  ^  ^ 

—-Capt.,  see  Rogers,  Capt.  Samuel. 

Oudh  (Oude,  Owde),  xxvii,  436;  ques¬ 
tion  of  I'estoration  of  fagirs  to  Begams 
of,  xxxiv-xxxv,  103-5;  cloth  fiom,  519, 
520,  540;  see  also  Lucknow. 

— Nawab  Va/ir,  Fai/ullah-  Khan’s  engage¬ 
ments  with,  vi,  xxxv-xxxvi,  62,  105-8; 
treaty  with  Coy,  xxxiv,  103;  relations 
with  Chait  Singh,  74;  see  also  Asafud- 
Daulah;  Shujaud-Daulah. 

— Resdt,  recalled,  218;  sea  also  Bristow, 
John;  Middleton,  Nathaniel. 

Owen,  Lt-Col.  Arthur,  his  promotion, 
319-20,  437;  Col,,  427;  leaves  fcfr 

England,  455;  note  on,  657. 

Owen,  Rev.  John,  Chaplain  at  Calcutta, 
184. 

Oxford  (ship),  403,  479. 


P  agoda  Rupee,  see  Rupee,  Pagoda. 
Painting,  Coy's  encouragement  to,  xli. 
Pakhali  (water-carrier),  270,  271. 

Palk,  Robert,  Member,  Bd  of  Trade 
309;  ill-hcalth,  152,  391. 

Pallas,  Andrew,  (Quartermaster  in  ioisi 
Regiment  of  Foot,  25. 

Palmer,  at  Oudh,  250. 

Palmer,  Ensign  J.H.,  court- mart ialled 
489. 

Palmer,  William  George,  cadet,  153 


390-1. 

Palmyras  Point  (Point  Palmiras),  head 
land  in  Cuttack  disr.,  Orissa,  survey 
of,  xxxix,  95,  414, 

Paper,  for  certificates  and  bills  of  ex 
change,  180,  183,  59s. 

Par  gam  (tract  of  country  comprising  i 
number  of  villages),  90. 

Park,  Capt.  A.,  resigns,  451,  454. 

Parker.  Sir  Hyde,  Vice-Admiral  of  th 
Blue,  140. 

Parker,  Col.  J.  N.,  2nd  in  command  o 
the  Bombay  Detachment,  311,  320,  329 

Parker,  Capt.  William,  of  the  Bridge 
water ,  281. 

Parkes,  Capt.  Ricahrd,  of  the  Warren 
narrates  toss  of  the  tdtip,  146,  147-9. 

Parkin,  Hugh,  Member,  Council  c 
Supercargoes  at  Canton,  142,  184,  28c 

Parlby,  James,  engineer,  9, 

Parliament,  29,  588;  bills  proposin 

changes  in  Cov's  administration,  14* 
156-7;  dissolved,  163;  see  also  Hous 
of  Commons;  House  of  lords. 

Act  of,  168,  175,  414,  492;  ti 
appointment  of  the  Govemc 
General,  v,  539;  re.  provision  fc 
redressing  grievances  of  India 
rulers  and  landholders  vi,  174,  17* 
prohibiting  Coy's  servants  an 
British  subjects  from  assistin 
foreigners,  xft.  21.  iko,  244-5,  S# 
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447;  re.  vacancies  in  F.W.  Board. 
8,  573-4J  re.  payment  of  King’s* 
troops  serving  in  India,  16,  29, 
30,  475  penalising  illicit  trade, 

44-5;  re.  maintenance  of  records, 
48,  229,  231;  re.  supplies  to 

H.M.'s  ships  in  India,  50,  57,  100, 
326-7,  373,  428,  431;  prohibiting 
exportation  of  calico  goods,  53-4; 
re.  salaries  and  allowances  of 
Governor  General  and  Council, 
94-5;  120,  337;  sent  to  India,  126, 
166-7,  374»  551 ;  jurisdictions  of 
Bengal  "and  Madras  Govts  fixed 
by,  173-4;  re.  submission  of  estab¬ 
lishment  statements,  174;  re.  Secret 
Committee  of  Court  of  Directors, 
188,  228,  263;  re.  retrenchment  in 
Coy’s  civil  and  military  establish¬ 
ments,  204-5?  re.  stoppage  of 
appointment  of  writers.  210;  le. 
promotions  256;  re.  Supreme  Court, 
339-40;  re.  court-martial,  356-7, 
594;  re.  Europeans  not  in  Coy’s 
service,  387;  for  changes  in  F.W. 
Board’s  admiralty  jurisdiction,  398- 
400;  re.  taking  of  oaths,  591; 
prohibiting  Coy’s  servants  from 
accepting  gifts,  620;  note  on,  649; 
see  also  Pitt’s  India  Act;  Regulat¬ 
ing  Act. 

Parr,  Thomas,  writer,  121,  146. 

Parry,  Ensign — ,  in  Engineering  Corps, 
413! 

Parry,  Thomas,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  2,  39,  46,  47,  122,  129,  134, 
i37»  142,  *47>  156,  159,  160,  162,  165, 
168,  177,  179,  18,6,  187,  203,  211,  239, 
245>  254>  278,  283. 

Parsons,  William,  free  mariner,  191. 

Parwana  (written  precept  or  command) 
351. 

Paschoud,  Lt.- Fireworker  John  Francis, 
56. 

Pasley,  see  Petrie  Keble  and  Pasley. 

Pater,  Lt— ,  on  furlough,  595. 

Paterson,  Ensign  Thomas,  of  the  102nd 
Regiment  of  Foot,  26. 

Patna,  compensation  to  Muhammadan 
Counsellors  at,  xiv-xv,  1-2;  collection 
of  Dutch  investment  at,  xxviii,  333; 
granary  at,  xliv,  451,  462;  preservation 
of  records  at,  8,  391;  fixed  leases  of 
land  in  districts  of,  90;  customs 
administration  at,  206,  267;  saltpetre 
from,  316,  374;  opium  from,  604. 

— Chief  and  Council,  Booth’s  charges 
against,  xvii,  90. 

— Dy  Postmaster,  see  Ham,  John. 

— Dutch  Chief,  see  Rodermacker,  S. 

Patna  Revenue  Council,  62. 

Paton,  Dr  George,  asst  surgeon,  151,  191. 

Patta  (deed  of  Tease),  634,  635,  636,  637. 

Patta  Hauta,  Noakbali  Dist.,  Bengal, 
erection  of  new  factory  at,  387. 

Patterson,  Lt  William,  of  the  102nd 
Regiment  of  Foot,  26. 

Pattle,  Thomas,  junr,  to  resume  duty, 

99- 
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Paul  Amsintk  and  Son,  wine  contract 
with,  283. 

Paxton,  W.,  Mint  Master,  Calcutta, 
claims  for  money  paid  by  him  to  the 
Dutch,  160,  510-1,  549;  controversy 

with  Assay  Master,  317-8;  administers 
estate  of  J.  Carmichael,  368-9;  arbi¬ 
trate!'  in  Prinsep’s  case,  512,  545; 

resigns,  549. 

Paymaster  General,  xlii,  47,  59,  369,  383. 
388;  of  H.M.’s  troops,  16;  to  troops 
beyond  the  Karamnasa,  465. 

— of  Asafud-Daulah’s  English  tioops,  see 
Womb  well,  John. 

Paymasters,  120,  230;  defalcations  by, 
31.  234,  369,  465,  5,58;  retrenchment, 
208;  reduction  in  allowances  and  com¬ 
mission,  220-2,  see  also  Civil  Paymas¬ 
ters;  Military  Paymaster. 

— Carnatic  Detachment,  474. 

— Ghunar  Detachment,  see  Steele,  R.G. 

— Fatehgarh  Detachment  office  abolished, 
222. 

— Garrisons,  see  Carmichael,  J. 

— Madras,  413. 

— Troops  beyond  the  Karamnasa,  office 
abolished,  222. 

— Troops  in  Benares,  see  Steele,  R.G. 

Peach,  Samuel,  Member,  Council  of 
Supercargoes  at  Canton,  142,  184,  280. 

Pearse,  Col.  T.D.,  Commander  of  Car¬ 
natic  Detachment,  xxxi,  17,  23,  68, 
119,  368,  413,  506,  conveys  treasure  to 
Madras,  iii,  355;  his  application  for 
promotion  rejected  xxii,  437;  staff  re¬ 
duced,  xxvii,  435,  542;  detained.  482, 
493;  note  on,  651. 

Peelc,  Lowtlier,  cadet,  9. 

Pegase  (French  man-of-war),  captured, 

xak,  49*  ** 

Pemberton,  Rev.  H.J.,  Chaplain  to 
garrison  at  Fort  William,  489. 

Pemberton,  Lt  Henry,  of  the  101st  Re¬ 
giment  of  Foot,  25. 

Pennington,  Capt.  W.  A.,  of  the  Intelli¬ 
gence,  dies,  582. 

Penny,  Capt.  N.,  of  the  Swallow,  568; 
resigns,  569. 

Pensions,  regulations  re.,  268-9;  from 
Military  Fund,  305,  379;  to  disabled 
pilots,  406. 

Penson,  Thomas,  cadet,  63. 

Pepper,  147,  190,  243*  252,  *92,  So8»  3S2» 

3%  5SL  554 »  565-  Q  ,  , 

Perreau,  Robert  Samuel,  558;  factor  at 

Fort  Malbro’,  154,  392. 

Perrie,  see  Berrie. 

Perring,  John,  Judge  of  Mehsi  adalat , 
resigns,  viii,  521. 

Perring,  Peter,  Coy’s  claims  on,  89,  145* 
414;  note  on,  654. 

Persian  Interpreter,  see  Graham, 
Thomas. 

Persian  Language,  173,  551;  works  trans¬ 
lated  from,  xl,  605;  reduction  m 
establishment  of  teachers,  268. 

Persian  Translator,  allowances,  214. 

Perumukkal  (Permacoil),  S.  Arcot  Dist., 
Madras,  17. 
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Scott,  Capt.  George,  of  the  Neptune , 

281. 

Scott  (Satt),  Capt.  James,  promoted 

Maj.,  293. 

Scott,  John  Pendred,  cloth  contractor, 

519,  540,  554. 

Scott,  Capt.  Robert,  of  the  Neptune , 

Scott,  Pringle  8c  Co.,  wine  contract  with, 
181. 

Seaforth,  Earl  of,  dies,  70. 

Sealing  Wax,  140. 

Sealy,— ,  Salt  Agent,  removed,  408. 
Seamen,  197-8,  360,  388;  desertions  by, 
362,  403-4;  registry  office  for,  432,  584. 
Sears,  Capt.  Samuel,  on  furlough,  607. 
Secret  Committee  of  Court  of  Directors, 
see  Court  of  Directors,  Secret  Com¬ 
mittee* 

Secret  Department,  Secy  to,  salaiy  of, 
213;  see  also  Hay,  Edward. 

Secret  Department  of  Inspection,  264, 
540;  see  also  Department  of  Inspection. 
Secret  aery  For  Wax,  in  England,  15,  16, 
29,  124,  179;  see  also  Yonge,  Sir 

George. 

Seer  Sucker  (a  kind  of  piecegoods), 
investment  in,  160. 

Sci£-ul-Dowla,  see  Saifud-Daulah. 

Seiks,  see  Sikhs. 

Selai’  River,  Bengal,?,  349. 

Senior  Merchants,  allowances,  210. 

Sepoys,  appreciation  of  services  of,  xxiii; 
corps  of,  >67;  lecruilmcnt  and  training, 
310. 

Serampore  (Frcdricksnagore),  Hooghly 
Dist.,  Bengal,  366,  374. 

—Chief  of  Danish  Factory,  see  Bie,  O. 
Serool,  near  Burdwan,  Bengal,  91,  93. 
Servants,  E.I.  Coy’s,  rules  re.  appoint¬ 
ments,  promotions,  resignations,  retire¬ 
ments  and  retrenchments,  ii-iii,  vii,  61, 
78-9,  97-8,  99,  157,  172-3,  205-11,  25<5;7> 
379,  411,  414,  4^  leave  rules,  vm-ix, 
125,  590-1;  corruption,  xii,  25$;  pun¬ 
ished  for  havrassing  people,  xvii;  pro¬ 
hibited  from  helping  foreigners,  xli, 
21-2,  150,  160,  244-5,  367*  394-5»  447; 
prohibited  from  private  trade  in  silk, 
195;  remunerations,  213-26,  235,  268-9, 
357;  junr.  servants,  232;  ban  on  per¬ 
sonal  use  of  official  records^  263-4; 
rules  for  pensions,  268,  379;  residential 
building  for,  441;  ban  on  acceptance 
of  gifts  by,  620;  see  also  Surgeons; 
Writers. 

Shaban  (8th  month  of  Muhammadan 
lunar  year),  624. 

Shah  Alam  (Shah  Allum),  King  of  Delhi, 
question  of  protection  to,  178,  251-2. 
Shakespear,  Colin,  cadet,  126. 

Sharp  (Sharpe),  Capt.  Philip,  of  the 
Prime,  85;  account  of  disbursements 
by,  127,  131. 

Shaw,  John,  asst  surgeon,  151,  3°6; 

surgeon  of  the  Resolution ,  391. 

Shaw,  Lt  John,  of  the  101st  Regiment 
of  Foot,  24. 

Shaw,  Joseph,  cadet,  63,  113. 


Shazada  (son  of  a  king),  see  Shah 
Alam. 

Shcibumc,  J.,  Dy  Supdt  of  Police,  Cal¬ 
cutta,  512. 

Sheriff  of  Calcutta,  see  Haie,  John; 
Yonge,  Philip. 

Sherman,  Capt.  H.,  of  the  Tannah ,  189. 

Shciwood,  James  Dodington,  cadet,  141. 

Shipping,  conveyance  fo  King’s  troops, 
xxi,  28-9,  46;  measures  to  check  deser¬ 
tion  of'ciew,  xx vi,  449,  580;  compen¬ 
sation  to  captains  of  ships  on  account 
of  embargo  on  grain,  xliv;  movements, 
3-5*  52,  78,  82-3,  123,  132,  164-5,  169- 
70,  181,  281-2,  289-91,  299-300,  302, 
308-9,  321-2,  360.1,  403-5,  479-80,  515, 
516-7,  531,  537,  538,  582-3;  travellers 
on  ships  to  be  certified,  58-9,  86-7,  89, 
248,  374,  411;  registration  of  private 
trade  on  ships,  71,  78,  374,  383;  grant 
of  certificates  to  commanders,  72,  126, 
170,  B32,  379;  measures  for  security  of, 
83/  111,  170,  228,  321;  Coy  to  send 
documents  re.  navigation  in  India,  95; 
masts  and  spais  for,  140;  account  of 
foreign  ships  to  be  kept,  150;  privilege 
to  commanders  re.  piecegoods,  182; 
payment  of  Indian  seamen  on  ships 
bound  for  Europe,  197-8;  question  ot 
passage  money,  201-2,  386,  414;  com¬ 
manders  to  execute  bonds,  279,  284-5; 
tonnage,  301,  370;  paucity  of  surgeons 
on  ships  "for  Europe,  321;  advantages 
of  new  Hooghly  channel,  324;  effects 
of  a  severe  gale  of  wind,  325;  affected 
by  enemy  fleet,  353,  360,  37s >  384-5* 
402;  clearance  of  jungle  from  Coxc's 
Island  for  convenience  of,  361;  packet 
ships,  383,  569-70;  proposals  for  regu¬ 
lations 're.  fitness  of  crew,  388;  instruc¬ 
tions  to  captains  re.  course  of  journey, 
41  fj;  remuneration  to  commanders, 
448,  521;  treatment  of  passengers 

during  voyage,  599-600,  637-44;  see 

also  Indiamen;  Marine;  New  Harbour; 
Pilots;  Seamen. 

— Agent  for  loading  and  unloading  ships, 
allowances,  225;  see  also  I.loyd,  John. 
— Committee,  see  Court  of  Directors, 
Joint  Committee  of  Correspondence 
and  Shipping. 

Shore,  John,  of  Revenue  Dept.,  resigns, 
529;  note  on,  661. 

Shouldtoam,  Edward,  pilot,  237. 
Shrewsbury  (ship),  4. 

Shroffs,  see  Sarrafs . 

Shuja-ud-Daulah  (Sujah  Dowlah), 
N-awab  Vazir  of  Oudh,  104;  treaty 
with  Faizullah  Khan,  xxxv,  105;  his 
donation  to  Coy’s  troops  during 
Rohdlla  campaign,  293;  dies,  xv#  74,  76. 
— widow  of,  see  Bahu  Begam. 

Sibandi  (irregular  soldiery),  222. 

Sicca  Rupee,  see  Rupee,  Sikka. 

Sidney,  Lord,  Principal  Secy  of  State, 
England,  635. 

Sief-ul-Dawlah,  see  Saifud-Daulah. 
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Sikhs  (Seiks),  the,  xxvii;  depredations  in 
Rohilk-haind  by,  xxxv,  106,  349. 
Silburris,  see  Salburi. 

Silk,  374;  duty  on,  xxxvii,  ig4,  310,  419; 
trade  and  investment  in,  36-7,  158, 
160,  193-6,  315-6,  370,  387-8,  418,  430, 
447*  470,  498;  manufacture  of,  54, 
195-6,  238-9;  price  of,  87,  133-4; 

allowances  of  superintendents,  226;  bad 
quality  of,  254;  free  trade  in,  400-1, 
465,  519-20,  604. 

— Supdt  of  Raw  Silk,  see  Briganti, — ; 
Wiss,  James. 

Silver,  124,  174,  461;  coinage  of,  354. 
Simpson,  James,  cadet,  63. 

Simson,  Capt.  George,  of  the  Fort 
William,  281. 

Sinassies,  see  Sanyasis. 

Sinclair,  Lt  James,  on  furlough,  607. 

Sir  Edward,  Hughes  (ship),  457,  6oo,  601. 
Sirajud-Daulah,  Nawab  of  Bengal,  over¬ 
thrown  by  Coy,  623. 

Sircar ,  see  Sarkar . 

Sircais,  see  Northern  Circaxs. 

Skarrow,  Thomas,  surgeon  on  the  Wor¬ 
cester,  391. 

Slaughter,  Thomas,  cadet,  438. 

Slaves,  xlv,  128. 

Sleath,  Joseph  Barnabas,  cadet,  153,  161. 
Sloane,  Davis,  cadet,  77. 

Sloper,  Ensign  Granby,  A.D.C.  of  Gene¬ 
ral  Sloper,  176. 

Sloper,  Lt  General  Robert,  C.  in  C., 
Bengal,  175,  585,  593;  his  measures 
against  excessive  use  of  liquor  by  sol¬ 
diers,  xii,  xxiv,  179;  277;  his  rank  and 
powers  of  court-martial,  176-7,  595; 
Member  of  Board,  568. 

— Secy,  see  Whitewell,  Edward. 

Smart,  John,  miniature  painter,  xli,  171. 
Smedley,  Capt.  Henry,  of  the  Raymond, 
169. 

Smith,  Alexander  Rutherford,  free  mari- 
nor,  146. 

Smith,  Charles,  painter,  xii,  100. 

Smith,  Edward,  101. 

Smith,  Hartwell,  388. 

Smith,  Jasmes,  asst,  surgeon,  151,  191. 
Smith,  Capt.  James,  resigns,  333. 

Smith,  John,  Member,  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  see  Burgess,  John  Smith. 

Smith,  John,  surgeon,  55. 

Smith,  John,  asst  surgeon,  151,  191. 
Smith,  John,  cadet,  170. 

Smith,  John,  Coy’s  Solicitor,  632;  on 
Coy’s  agreement  re.  New  Harbour, 

633-5. 

Smith,  Nathaniel,  Member,  Court  of 

Directors,  49,  51,  64,  283;  powers  re. 
naval  and  mily  operations,  73;  Dy 
Chairman,  73,  77,  84,  96,  98,  101,  110, 
111,  115,  118,  119,  121,  122,  124,  129, 
137,  228,  239,  245,  278,  283;  Chairman, 

80,  134*  i4*>  *43*  H7»  T59*  l6o> 

162,  16.5,  168,  170,  177,  179,  186,  187, 
188,  203,  204,  211,  2*54;  of  Secret 

Committee,  170,  188,  228. 

Smith,  Robert  Orme,  resigns,  541. 

Smith,  Samuel,  junr,  Member,  Court 


of  Directors,  122,  129,  134,  137,  142, 
162,  165,  168,  204,  245. 

Smith,  William  (Thomas),  writer,  99, 
113*  *45- 

Smith,  Capt.  William,  of  the  Dublin, 
169. 

Smith,  William  Towers,  writer,  125,  145, 
152,  191. 

Smoult,  William,  attorney,  522. 

Smyth,  Blankey,  cadet,  560. 

Smyth,  Francis,  writer,  125,  145. 

Smyth,  George  Stracey,  141. 

Sneyd,  Jeremy,  writer,  125,  146. 

Snow,  Capt.  Raymond,  of  the  Winter- 
ton,  52,  169,  446,  448,  583,  601,  602. 
Society  for  the  Benefit  of  Orphans,  Coy’s 
contribution  to,  597;  see  also  Orphans. 
Sonamukhi  (Soonamookey),  Bankura 
Dist.,  Bengal,  residency  abolished, 
226. 

Sonaut  Rupee,  see  Rupee,  Sanwat. 

Son  tag  River,  Africa,  130. 

Soubah,  see  Suba. 

Soubahdarry,  see  Subadari. 

Sou  cars,  see  Sahukars . 

Southampton  (ship),  164,  227,  279,  281, 
299,  301-2,  308,  360,  448,  449,  459, 
480,  508,  515,  5l6>  5*7*  5i8,  519*  5**> 
531. 

— Capt.,  see  Hall,  Capt.  William,  Len¬ 
nox,  Capt.  John. 

Spada,  Agostino  Antonio,  397. 

Spain,  50,  81;  activities  of  the  fleet  of, 
xxix,  410,  544;  relations  with  England, 
102,  110-1,  135,  399. 

Spanish  Dollars,  see  Dollars. 

Sparkes,  Joseph,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  46,  47,  49,  51,  64,  77,  80, 
96,  98,  101,  110,  118,  119,  121,  129, 
134,  147,  156,  159,  168,  177,  186,  187, 
203,  204,  211. 

Sparks,  Robert,  Member,  Bombay  Coun¬ 
cil,  168,  198. 

Specie,  300;  for  Madras,  iii,  308,  426, 
587;  for  Fort  Marlbro,  483-4;  for  Mal¬ 
dives,  512;  see  also  Bullion. 

Speke,  Edward,  153. 

Speke  (Speake),  Peter,  Resdt  at  Jangi- 
pur,  419. 

Spellman,  Capt.  Henry,  dies,  72;  settle¬ 
ment  of  accounts,  72-3,  383. 

Sperra,  Pietro,  silk  spinner,  254.^ 

Spices,  duty  at  Benares  on,  xxxvii,  310; 

purchase  of,  292;  see  also  Pepper. 
Spoils  of  War,  question  of  refund  after 
capture  of  Bijaigarh,  xxv,  70,  297, 
3io-9»  381,  476,  489*  5*6;  note  on' 
653. 

Spottiswoode,  William,  asst  surgeon,  87, 
152. 

Spriggs,  John,  free  mariner,  171. 

Stables,  John,  Member  of  Board,  8,  239, 
521,  401,  476,  516,  575,  576,  586. 
Stackhouse,  John,  powers  re.  admiralty, 
398- 

Stafford,  Lt.  Hugh,  70. 

Stamford,  Thomas,  ensign  in  King’s 
army,  appointed  cadet  in  Bengal,  524. 
Stamford,  Lt  Thomas,  of  the  102nd 
Regiment  of  Foot,  26. 


Standing  Orders,  Compiler  of,  s re  Com¬ 
piler  of  Standing  Orders. 

Stanley,  Rev.  J.,  Chaplain  to  3rd 
Brigade,  pension  of  his  widow,  xlii, 

467- 

Stanley,  Lt  Morgan,  of  the  102nd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  26. 

Stark,  James,  Senr  Surgeon,  Dacca,  576. 

States  General  of  the  United  Provinces, 
see  Holland. 

Stationery,  measures  for  protection  of, 
xii,  41,  183;  accounts,  xii,  544;  poor 
quality  of,  543;  see  also  Paper;  Sealing 
Wax. 

Staunton, — ,  167,  188. 

Staunton,  Lt  Phillip,  on  furlough,  595. 

Steel,  149,  181-2,  282. 

Steele,  R.  G.,  Paymastei  of  Chunar  De¬ 
tachment,  removed,  407;  Paymaster  of 
Coy’s  troops  in  Benares,  557-9. 

Stephenson,  Edward,  Member,  Bd  of 
Trade,  dies,  488. 

Stephenson,  Lt  Thomas,  Commander  of 
the  Harriet ,  to  be  free  mariner,  228. 

Stewart,  Capt.  Charles,  of  the  Bellmont, 
188. 

Stewart,  Gen.  James  see  Stuart,  Maj. 
Gen.  |ames. 

Stewart  (Stuart),  John,  Secy.,  F.  W.  Board 
and  Judge  Advocate  General,  Bengal, 
grant  of  bills  to  his  widow,  xlii,  332, 
434;  salary,  303. 

Stewart,  Lt  Col.  Robert,  icsigns,  305; 
to  lesume  duty,  184,  280. 

Stewait,  Capt.  Robert,  resigns,  467. 

Stibbert,  Brig.-Geneial  Giles,  C.  in  C., 
Bengal,  xl‘,  39,  68-9,  380,  462,  475, 
176,  593,  608;  allowances,  209,  372; 
promoted  Maj. -General,  304;  on  re¬ 
trenchment  in  army,  435,  505; .  his 
powers  re.  court-martial,  506;  resigns, 
(k>6;  note  on,  656-7. 

— A.D.C.  to,  see  Collins,  Capt.  John. 

Stoakes,  Capt.  Peter,  of  the  Kent,  4. 

Slocks,  Thomas,  free  mariner,  150,  191. 

Stoke,  Thomas  Luke,  asst  surgeon,  151. 

Stonehonse,  John,  on  leave,  590. 

Stores,  325,  353,  362,  421,  433,  444;  com- 
missaries  of,  xxviii;  292,  preservative 
powder  for,  141;  bad  quality  of,  235, 
449;  for  St.  Helena:,  291,  459;  for  Fort 
Marlbro*,  308,  322,  459;  for  army,  309; 
for  Negapatam,  314,'  *372;  for  H.M.’s 
ships,  373,  431;  for  Bombay,  405;  for 
Mangalore,  449;  see  also  Agent  for 
Supplies  to  Presidencies;  Military 
Stores. 

Stormont  (ship),  78,  82,  85,  281. 

— Capt,,  see  Curtis,  Capt.  George;  Fair- 
full,  Capt.  Robert;  Rogers,  Capt. 
John. 

S  tor  month,  John,  surgeon,  359,  389;  re¬ 
signs,  294;  reinstated,  330'. 

Strong,  Job,  free  mariner,  87. 

Strover,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Essex,  169. 

Stuart,  Hon,  Charles,  Presdt,  Bd  of 
Trade,  236,  546;  question  of  his  posi¬ 
tion  in  Bd  of  Trade#  153,  252,  333-6, 
Ho,  Member  of' Board,  '551; 


question  of  filling  vacancy  caused  b\ 
his  absence,  573-6. 

Stuart  (Stewart),  Maj. -General  James, 
C.  in  C.,  Madras,  304;  his  interference 
in  Bengal  army  administration,  xxiii, 
413-4;  claims  permanent  seat  in  Fort 
St.  George  Select  Committee,  355;  note 
on  658 . 

Stuait,  John,  see  Stewart,  John. 

Sturgeon,  Capt.  Richard,  promoted, 
Maj.  293-4. 

Stuart,  Humphrey  Ashley,  writer,  113, 
146. 

Smart,  Thomas  Lenox  Napier,  water. 

113.  146. 

Suba  (province),  623. 

Sub-Accountant,  sahuv  of,  224;  of  Bd  of 
Trade,  see  Young,  *  Allen  Edward. 

Subadan  (office  of  the  viceroy),  624. 

Sub-Export  Warehouse-Keeper,  allow¬ 
ances,  225. 

Sub-Import  Warehouse- Keepei ,  allow¬ 
ances,  225. 

Sub-Secretary,  to  compile  indexes  to 
Consultations,  513. 

Sub-Treasurer,  19;  gratuity  to,  215;  al¬ 
lowances,  225. 

Subtermooky  River,  see  Sabtanmtkhi 
River. 

Sadder  Denmnne  Andalvt ,  Sudder  }>e - 
w'lnny  Adawlut ,  see  Sadr  Diwani 
A  da  la  t. 

Sujah  Dowlah,  see  Shujaud-Daulah. 

Sulivan  (ship),  83,  85,  120,  281,  283. 

— Capt.,  see  Pouncey,  Capt,  Robert; 
Williams,  Capt.  Stephen. 

Sulivan,  Laurence,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  122,  129,  137,  1 56,  159,  160, 
162,  165,  168,  177,  179,  187,  203,  2U. 
239,  245.  254,  278;  Chairman,  2#  14, 
39,  46,  47/  of  Secret  Committee,  40, 
124,  170,  188,  228;  By  Chairman,  154. 

Sulivan,  Richard  Joseph,  Resdt  at  the 
Court  of  Nawaf)  of  Carnatic,  Court 
disapprove  his  appointment,  ii,  60,  62; 
recalled,  378;  note  on,  <>52. 

Sulivan  (Sullivan),  Stephen,  opium  con¬ 
tract,  with,  60;  Agent  for  Supplies  to 
H.M.'s  Navy,  327,  373,  428,  429,  431*2; 
Judge  Advocate  General,  icsigns,  356. 

Sultan  (ship),  308. 

Summer,  John,'  Memlier,  Bd  of  Trade. 

327* 

Summer,  Richard,  resigns,  294. 

Summer,  Ensign  Richard,  on  fin  lough, 

m- 

Summers,  Capt.  Henrv,  case  re.  his 
estate,  19-20,  367. 

Sumner,  A.  V,  R.  John,  Member,  Bd 
of  Trade,  613. 

Sun,  see  San, 

Sundarbans  (Sunderbunds),  southernmost 
Gangetic  Delta,  361,  637. 

Superb  (ship),  damaged,  325. 

Supercargoes,  at  Canton,  xlv,  61,  125. 
128,  181,  198,  283,  290,  322,  378,  405, 
406,  480,  481,  570,  584,  587;  forbidden 
to  help  foreigners,  22;  members  of 
Council  of,  6,  86,  141-2,  184*  280; 


commission  on  investment  to,  317;  of 
Portuguese  ships,  431. 

Supreme  Council,  see  Fort  William 
Board- 

Supreme  Court,  Calcutta,  xvii,  56,  64, 

77,  88,  89,  90,  98,  100,  134,  153,  185, 

i97>  343 »  346,  354.  388,  399*  409.  4*o, 
414,  442,  475,  489,  522,  560,  584,  588, 
618-9;  salaries  o£  judges,  19,  208;  rela¬ 
tionship  between  F.  W.  Board  and, 
339;  judges  not  to  hold  other  offices, 
s^k,!  admiralty  jurisdiction*  393*  397^9* 
ia<w  officers  practising  in,  408;  estab¬ 
lishment  by  Act  of  Parliament  of,  551. 

— Ghief  Justice,  see  Impey,  Sir  Elijah. 

— Interpreter,  allowances,  217. 

Surage  Ull  Dowlah,  Suraje  Ull  Dowlah, 
Suraje  Ull  Dowlah,  see  Sirajud- 
Daulah. 

Surat,  Bombay,  119,  423,  435;  artillery 
corps  at,  xxvit;  French  factory  at,  117; 
castle  of,  144;  revenues,  311;  detach¬ 
ments  at,  420. 

Surgeon  General,  32,  538,  593;  salary  of, 
207,  216;  see  also  Campbell,  Dr 

Daniel. 

Surgeons,  10,  141,  294,  321;  appointments 
of,  iii,  124-5,  5 to"  certify  Coy’s  ser¬ 
vants  for  leave  pui  poses,  viii-ix,  521; 
of  Coy's  ships,  29;  question  of  benefit 
of  military  fund  to,  64,  479-80;  posi¬ 
tion  in  army,  357-8;  see  also  Assistant 
Surgeons. 

Surprise  (ship),  134,  142,  145,  149,  152, 
159,  160,  161,  227,  230,  231,  246,  360, 
383,  391-2,  400,  401,  402,  412,  432>  468, 

497’  5l5»  517»  5*8,  5*4»  5^9>  545 »  547’ 
555,  556,  598,  604;  case  re.  payment  of 

freight,  237-8. 

— Capt.,  see  Asquith,  Capt.  D. 

Surveyor,  of  Calcutta,  nature  of  the  post, 
409. 

Surveyor  General,  see  Call,  Capt.  T. 
Surveys,  xxxvii-xxxviii,  95,  143,  171-2, 
318,  468. 

Sut-rumal  (thread  handkerchief),  160. 
Sutton,  Capt.  J.,  of  the  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land,  309. 

Swallow  (ship),  xlv,  17,  72,  73,  120,  121, 

12b  1SJ5»  126,  127,  128,  129,  13b  i37» 

140,  153,  289,  290,  294,  384,  472,  479* 

504,  568,  569,  581,  582,  585,  589,  600, 

602,  607. 

-  Capt.,  see  Bendy,  Capt.  Richard;  Pen¬ 
ny,  Capt.  N. 

Swart-Coops  River,  Africa,  129,  130. 
Sweetman,  Lt  Edward,  of  the  102nd 
Regiment  of  Foot,  26. 

Sydney,  I/>rd,  Secy  of  State,  England, 

xi,  176-7. 

Tabinkt  (Tabbinet),  for  China,  282. 
Taffeta  (Taffaties),  investment  in,  160. 

Talbot  (ship),  4’  4<>3»  454,  457»  458,  469. 
Talbot,  Capt. — ,  of  the  Worcester ,  129. 
Talamas,  Diego,  134,  146*  *53-.  .  £ 

Talukdars  (Talookdsars),  provision  for 
redress  of  grievances  of,  174. 

Tanadars ,  see  Thanadar . 


Tanfield,  Ensign — ,  of  the  102nd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  26. 

Tanjore,  Madras,  Raja  of,  see  Tuljaji. 
Tannah  (schooner),  188-9. 

Tartar  (ship),  314,  321,  335,  352,  444. 

— Capt.,  see  Fiott,  Capt.  E. 

Tasker,  Capt.  John,  6co-i. 

Tatem,  George,  Member,  Court  of 
Directors,  2,  46,  47,  49,  51,  64,  77,  80, 

96,  98,  101,  110,  111,  115,  118,  121, 

129,  134,  142,  i47»  lS&>  159»  *6o,  l6*’ 
165,  177,  179,  186,  187,  203,  204,  211. 
Tatlock,  — ,  his  remarks  re.  silk,  193. 
Taxes,  re.  grain,  xliv,  486;  Hindus  at 
Gaya  exempted  from,  507;  see  also 
Customs  and  Excise. 

Taylor,  — ,  shipwrecked,  129;  dies,  130. 
Taylor,  Capt.—,  of  the  Cygnet,  587. 
Taylor,  Charles,  writer,  91,  145. 

Taylor,  Henry,  writer,  8,  590. 

Taylor,  John,  297;  to  be  Paymaster  of 
Asafud-Daulah’s  English  troops,  114. 
Taylor,  Capt.  Robert,  of  the  Earl  Tal¬ 
bot,  3,  202. 

Taylor,  William,  on  leave,  605. 

Telarha  Pargana  (Tellaurah),  Patna 
Dist.,  Bihar,  90. 

Tellicherry,  Malabar  Dist.,  Madras,  167; 

scarcity  of  rice  in,  482. 

Templer,  — ,  resigns,  521. 

Templer,  G.,  elephant  contract  with, 
31-2. 

Templer,  George,  Member,  Committee 
of  Grain,  450 

Thackeray,  William  Makepeace,  to  re¬ 
sume  duty,  99. 

Thanadar  (chief  of  a  police  station),  351. 
Thelwall,  Major  Watkin,  resigns,  306. 
Thibet,  see  Tibet. 

Thomas,  Lt— ,  to  apprehend  deserters, 
xxvi,  579. 

Thomas,  "  Francis  Balladen,  Surgeon 
Major  to  2nd  Brigade,  dismissed,  543* 
Thomas,  Capt.  James,  of  the  Ponsborne, 
281. 

Thomas,  Ensign  John,  26. 

Thomas,  Capt.  Jonathan,  of  the  23rd 
Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons,  24. 
Thomas,  N.,  to  supervise  education  of 
orphans,  191. 

Thompson,  Lt— ,  xxv;  dismissed,  506. 
Thompson,  Capt.  D.,  of  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  291,  322. 

Thompson,  George  Nesbit,  recommend¬ 
ed  for  post  of  Secy  to  Gov.  General, 
441;  permitted  to  practice  in  Supreme 
Court,  442. 

Thompson,  John,  141. 

Thompson,  Capt.  Thomas,  retires,  595* 
Thomson,  — ,  released  from  marine  con¬ 
tract,  544.  „  ,  „  . 

Thomson,  Capt.  William,  of  the  Cal¬ 
Thornhill,  Capt.  Cudbert  (Cuthbert), 
Master  Attendant,  186,  228,  508-9,  545i 
to  assist  in  sale  of  opium  at  Malacca, 

Tibet  (Thibet),  Coy’s  relations  with, 
xxxvii,  219,  356’  n0,te  on’ 
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Tierney,  W„  Secy  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote 
and  Paymaster  to  Carnatic  Detachment, 
dies,  474. 

Tilfer,  — ,  cadet,  413. 

Tilghman,  Richard,  100;  question  of  re¬ 
suming  duty,  185,  187-8;  on  leave,  605. 

Timbrill,  Capt.  T.,  of  the  True  Briton , 
dies,  528. 

Timur,  Mai.  Davy’s  work  on  institutes 
of,  xl,  189. 

Tindal  (petty  officer  oi  lascars),  271,  272, 
273,  274- 

Tinnevelly,  Madras,  Coy’s  proposed 
Treaty  with"*  the  Dutch  re.,  18. 

Tipping,  William,  free  mariner,  182. 

Tipu  Sultan  (Tipoo  Sultan),  ruler  of 
Mysore,  Coy’s  treaty  with,  iii,  167,  188, 


199,  204. 

Tiretta  (Tirretta),  Edwaid,  to  construct 
public  market  at  Calcutta,  xxxix-xl. 


327-8,  432. 

Tod,  Capt.  Alexander,  of  the  Busbridge , 


52 »  59  >  449  >  45°  * 

Todd,  Charles,  asst  surgeon,  131,  192. 

Tolley,  Maj. — ,  Commissioner  of  Police, 
loans  to,  xiv,  234. 

Tolley  (Tolly),  Lt  Col.  William,  resigns, 
457;  lease  of  lands  to  widow  of,  192, 

Tolme.  Capt.  D.,  of  the  Resolution ,  404, 
464. 

Tomlinson,  Robert,  Accountant,  Bd  of 
Trade,  55. 

Toone,  — ,  cadet,  154. 

Toone,  Lt  Col.  Swiney,  to  resume  duty, 
62,  113;  resigns,  533. 

Tortoise  (store-ship),  188. 

Toshach  (Toshech),  George,  asst  surgeon, 
151,  192. 

Tottingham,  Lt  Col.  John,  381;  promot¬ 
ed  Col.,  67;  resigns,  304. 

Touchet,  Samuel,  302,  376,  377;  salt  con¬ 
tract  with,  396-7,  432;  dies,  442. 

Town  Major,  Calcutta,  xxvi,  248,  439. 

Townsend,  G.  G.,  2nd  officer  of  the  Fox, 


Townshend,  George  Gray,  his  drawings 
of  lands  on  way  to  China,  544. 

Townshend,  Thomas,  Secy  of  State, 
England,  84. 

Townson  (Town  sen) ,  John,  Member, 
Court  of  Directors,  2,'  39,  47,  51,  98* 
115,  118,  119,  129,  134,  137,  14s*  *39* 
243,  254,  278,  283. 

Trade,  E.  I.  Coy’s,  ban  on  assistance  to 
foreign  competitors,  xli,  21,  150,  160, 

244*5  3&7>  394‘5>  447*8?  £?ods  Presi¬ 
dencies  in  India  and  China,  5-6,  85-6, 
181-2;  affected  by  French  activities,  201, 
423;  with  U.S.A.,  387;  see  also  Au - 
rangs ;  Board  of  Trade;  Cloth;  Coffee; 
Customs  and  Excise;  Indigo;  Invest¬ 
ment;  Merchants;  Opium;  Salt;  Salt¬ 
petre;  Shipping;  Silk;  Spices, 

— Free,  in  grain,  323;  in  silk,  400-1,  465, 
5,19-20,  604. 

-—Illicit,  Act  of  Parliament  re.,  44;  in 
cloth,  309-10;  note  on,  652. 

— Private,  in  silk  by  Coy’s  servants  ban- 
ned,  195;  proposal  for  control,  266; 
registration  of  goods  on  ships,  383; 


see  also  Committee  of  Private  Trade. 
Tranquebar,  Tanjore  Dist.,  Madras, 
xxx ;  Coy’s  relations  with  Danish  Govt 
at,  189,  326. 

Travancore,  King  of,  his  dues,  252. 
Treasure,  plan  re.  removing  defects  in 
disposal  of,  234;  for  army,  309,  384-5. 
Treasury — 

— Bombay,  mode  of  supplies  to,  309. 
—England,  63,  229;  arrangements  for  the 
payment  of  King’s  troops  in  India,  59. 
— Fort  William,  statements  re.,  295-6, 
298,  306-7,  3,12-3,  445,  453 »  455*6, 
157*8,  463*4,  467*8,  471,  477,  489*9<>, 
496,  513*4»  S^*6,  S^*8,  5*8,  529-30, 
536,  537-8,  545*6,  549*50,  563-4,  567, 
580,  597-8,  608-9;  see  also  Bills  of 
Exchange. 

— Madras,  mode  of  supplies  to,  309. 
Treaty — 

— E.  I.  Coy’s  with  Oudh,  xv,  103-10; 
with  Marathas,  143-4,  654-5;  with  Tipu 
Sultan,  167. 

— England’s,  with  U.S.,  France,  Spain 
and  Holland,  110-1;  with  France,  115-7, 

135- 6;  with  Spain,  135;  with  Holland, 

136- 7,  138. 

Tremamondo,  Lt  A.,  resigns,  560. 

Treves,  Pellegrin,  writer,  154;  rebuked. 
185-6. 

Trial  (ship),  3,  314,  8*5,  4<>6. 

— Capt.,  see  Poyuter,  Capt.  J.  M. 
Trincomalee  (Trincomalay,  Trincomali, 
Trincomaloy,  Trinquimale),  Ceylon, 
129,  322,  460;  to  be  surrendered  to  the 
English,  135;  to  be  restored  to  the 
Dutch,  137,  139. 

Trinder, — ,  payment  of  dues  to,  19-20. 
Trotter,  Capt. — ,  of  the  73rd  Regiment, 
141. 

'True  Briton  (ship),  3,  78,  82,  85,  228. 
— Capt.,  see  Allen,  Capt.  George; 
Broadley,  Capt.  John;  Farrer,  Capt. 
Henry;  Tiinbrill,  Capt.  T. 

Tryal,  see  Trial. 

Tufton,  Alfred,  writer,  100,  145, 

Tuljaji,  Raja,  of  Tanjore,  Coy’s  relations 
with,  ii,  xvi,  xxxii,  65-6,  116-7,  619-21. 
Turnbull,  Peter,  asst  surgeon*  151,  191. 
Turner, — ,  cadet,  154. 

Turner,  Edward,  asst  surgeon,  151,  192. 
Turner,  Lt  Samuel,  his  mission  to  Tibet, 
xxxvii,  356. 

Turruff  Guttaul,  repair  of  bands  at,  352. 
Tyler,  G.»  Secy  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  and 
Paymaster  to  Carnatic  Detachment, 
4  j  4* 

Udney,  John,  H.M.’s  Consul  at  Leg¬ 
horn,  134,  146. 

Udney,  Robert,  free  mariner,  146. 

Uhtoff  (Uptoff,  Uthoff), — ,  writer,  154, 
333,  390. 

Uncovenanted  Servants,  see  Servants. 
United  States  of  America,  treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  110-1;  loss  of  trade  with, 

887*  . 

Unwin,  Lt  James  William,  of  the  102nd 

Regiment  of  Foot,  26. 


UilliMUai  ^UJLiWkUUV.^,  juuivu,  v*  - 

Francis,  169,  583,  599. 

Urquhart,  Davidj  surgeon,  resigns,  525. 

Valentine  (ship),  112,  123,  132,  133,  142, 
248,  281,  299,  302,  304,  306,  307,  308, 
479>  480  5°7»  5°8,  5*5*  5*7*  5l8,  5*9* 

5*9’  53L  545’  547’  594* 

— Gapt.,  see  Lewis,  Capt.  John;  Wall, 

Capt.  Thomas. 

Vanderheyden, — ,  contract  for  repair  of 
cantonments,  33-4,  487. 

Vanrixtel,  A.,  Member,  Bd  of  Trade, 
dies,  236,  533. 

Vansittmt  (ship),  78,  82,  85,  164,  281, 
4°3»  459»  4&>,  506,  508,  515,  517,  518, 
526,  531. 

— Commander,  see  Agnew,  William; 

Lewin,  Richard,  junr. 

Vansktart,  Henry,  Comptroller  of  Salt, 
services  praised,  265. 

Varemnius,  Maj. — ,  of  the  Hanoverian 
Regiment,  361. 

Vaughan,  Ensign  William  G  Wynne,  dis¬ 
missed,  580. 

Veil,  John  de,  87. 

Vellore  (Vellour),  N.  Arcot  List.,  Mad¬ 
ras,  426. 

Vendue- Master,  commission  on  opium  to, 
60. 

Vergennes,  Compte  de,  13d. 

Vernon,  Lt  Charles,  retires,  578. 

Vernon,  Sir  Edward,  fleet  under,  508; 
note  on,  660. 

Veteran  (H.M.’s  ^tore-ship),  79,  41 1; 

conditions  on  sale  of,  80-2. 

— Owner,  see  Robertson,  William. 
Vickers,  Thomas,  cadet,  113. 

Victualling  Agent,  see  Agent  Victualler. 
Ville  de  Paris  (ship),  captured,  51. 
Villenour,  dependency  round  Karikal,  to 
be  procured  from  Muhammad  Ali,  116. 
Vizier,  see  Oudh,  Nawab  Vazir  of. 


Wadell,  Andrew,  free  mariner,  19 1. 


Wagstaffe,  Lt.  T.,  on  furlough,  595. 
Wakefield,  Capt.  Thomas,  of  the  Las- 
celles,  78,  82,  85,  181. 

Wakeman,  Capt.  Henry,  of  the  Rodney , 

52,  169*  459’  598*  J  Tru 
Walajah,  see  Muhammad  Ali  Khan. 
Walker, — ,  removed  from  office,  407. 
Walker,  Alexander,  surgeon,  resigns,  543. 
Walker,  Capt.  Thomas,  of  the  Lord 
Camden ,  301;  his  account  of  voyage  to 
Mocha,  600. 


Wall,  Capt.  Thomas,  of  the  Valentine, 
*  281. 

Walpole  (ship),  3,  78,  83,  85,  281,  283. 
— Capt.,  see  Churchill,  Capt.  Henry. 
Walsby,  John,  Chief  Mate  of  the  Dut¬ 
ton,  602. 

Walter,  Henry,  Member,  Bd.  of  Trade, 
613. 

Walton,  Lt  William,  of  the  23rd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Light  Dragoons,  24. 
Warham,  Thomas,  free  mariner,  182. 


I52’°549* 

Wanen  (ship),  5,  151,  155,  161,  229, 

331,  364;  letters  of  marque  granted, 

xvii,  323;  captured  by  the  French,  5, 
318;  lost,  146,  147-9;  captured  from 
the  Dutch,  322. 

— Capt.,  see  Buncle,  Capt.  John;  Parkes, 
Capt.  Richard. 

Warren  Hastings  (ship),  4,  164,  188,  189, 

322.  353 >  444.  448.  459.  460,  468,  469, 
472,  476,  478. 

— Capt.,  see  Larkins,  Capt.  Thomas. 

Warrington,  John,  shipwrecked,  129. 

Watherston,  Capt.  D.,  of  Coy’s  Infantry, 
330. 

Watkins,  Rice,  Sergt  Maj.  of  Governor 
General's  Body-guard,  appointed  Bre\et 
Ensign  of  Infantry,  439. 

Watson,  Lt.  Col. — ,  owner  of  the  Sut~ 
prize,  238,  392;  Owner  of  the  Nonsuch t 
384,  385. 

Watson,  Col, — ,  complaints  against,  362. 

Watson,  Admiral  C.,  allowances  granted, 

31* 

Watson,  George,  barrister,  134. 

Watson,  Lt  Col.  Henry.  Chief  Engineer, 

on  a  Mathematical  School  at  Fort  Wil¬ 
liam,  xl,  462;  docks  of,  292-3,  433; 
law-suit  against,  560;  plan  for  sup¬ 
plies  to  Canton,  600-1. 

Watson,  Maj.  William,  to  resume  duty, 
87. 

Watt,  Thomas,  asst  surgeon,  151. 

Wattel, — ,  contract  for  repairing  bridges, 
341-2. 

Wattle,  Lt — ,  on  furlough,  560. 

Waugh,  Capt.  G.,  on  furlough,  607. 

Webber,  William,  Secy  to  Revenue  Dept, 
i*3-  35G  352* 

Wedderburn,  Capt. — ,  resigns,  525. 

Welbom,  William,  midshipman  of  the 
Grosvenor ,  shipwrecked,  129. 

Weldon,  Dennis,  cadet,  170. 

Weller,  Samuel,  free  mariner,  182. 

Wemyss,  Tames,  Adjutant,  King  of  Eng¬ 
land's  army,  440. 

Wemyss,  Capt.-Lt  John,  resigns,  440;  re¬ 
sumes  duty,  9. 

West,  Capt.  James,  of  the  Dutton,  4, 
169,  361;  misconduct  by,  602. 

Whatman,  James,  expert  in  water  marks, 
180,  183. 

Wheatley,  Francis,  portrait  painter,  xlL, 
171. 

Wheler  (Wheeler),  Edward,  Member  of 
Board,  77,  341V  401,  506;  opinion  on 
Coy's  trade,  92;  allowances  of  his 
/4.D.C.,  220;  attorney  to  executors  of 
Lord  Clive,  367;  dies,  490,  497. 

Wheler,  Higginson  8c  Co.,  199-200. 

White,  Lt  Col. — ,  543. 

White,  Charles,  237;  free  mariner,  150. 

White,  George,  master  of  the  Fly,  147. 

White,  Ensign  James,  146. 

White,  Capt.  John,  junr,  of  the  Earl  o] 
Oxford ,  78,  82,  85,  281,  479. 

Whitehill,  John,  estate  of,  145. 

Whitewell,  Edward,  Secy  to  Gen.  Sloper 
176. 
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Wightman,  Thomas,  fiee  xnaiiner,  279. 

Wilkins,  Thomas,  asst  surgeon,  151. 

Wilkinson,  Lt  Benjamin,  pension  to  his 
widow,  597. 

Wilkinson,  J.  H.,  Dy  Paymaster  at 
Monghyr,  removed,  407. 

Wilkinson,  Jacob,  Member,  Court  ol 
Directors,  49,  51,  64,  77,  80,  96,  98, 
101,  110,  111,  115,  118,  119,  121,  129, 

1 37- 

Wlikinson,  Robert,  112;  wiitei,  146. 

Wilkinson,  Thomas,  factoi  at  Bombay, 
transferred  to  Bengal,  17(5,  590. 

Wilks,  Charles,  8. 

William,  Ca.pt  — ,  lesigns,  51k). 

William,  John,  cadet,  161. 

William  Pitt  (ship),  281. 

Williams, — ,  killed,  130. 

Williams,  A.,  32;  Surgeon  Major  of  1st 
Brigade,  promoted  Lt.  Col.,  466-7. 

Williams,  George,  cornet  in  231  d  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Light  Dragoons,  24. 

Williams,  John,  writer,  99,  145. 

Williams,  John,  cadet,  171. 

Williams,  Joshua,  asst  to  Collcttoi  ol 
Customs  at  Dacca,  133-4. 

Williams,  Capt.  Stephen,  of  the  Suhvun, 
83,  85. 

Williams,  Ensign  W.,  resigns,  467. 

Williams,  Walter,  asst  surgeon,  151* 

Williamson, — ,  shipwrecked,  129. 

Williamson,  Alexander,  surgeon  of  the 
Southampton ,  279,  302. 

Williamson,  Christopher,  asst,  surgeon, 
87. 

Williamson,  James,  Commander  of  the 
Ganges ,  281. 

Wilson,  Lt  Frederick,  on  furlough,  607. 

Wilson,  John,  free  mariner,  191. 

Wilson,  William,  cadet,  112. 

Wilton,  John,  to  resume  duty,  100,  126. 

Wine,  361;  for  Bengal,  Bombay  and 

Madras,  181;  see  also  Madeira  Wine. 

Winterton  (ship),  52,  63,  78,  164,  165, 
166,  169,  192,  403,  446,  452,  434.  4^9* 
383,  601,  602,  603. 

— Capt.,  see  Snow,  Capi.  Raymond. 

W-intle,  James,  writer,  101,  132. 

Wiss,  James,  Supdt.  of  Raw  Silk,  160. 

Wittit,‘  Lt  Charles,  on  furlough,  607. 

Wodsworth,  W.,  rice  contract  with,  422. 

Wombwell,  John,  Paymaster  General 
and  Auditor  General  of  Asafud- 
Daulah’ s  English  troops  beyond  the 
Karamnasa,  114,  416,  463. 

Wood,—,  Salt  Agent,  removed,  408. 

Wood,  Capt. — ,  allowances  of,  91. 

Wood,  Andrew,  free  mariner,  146. 


Wood,  John,  asst  surgeon,  151,  191. 
Wood,  Lt  Robeit,  of  the  101st'  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  25. 

Wood,  R.W..  rice  contract  with,  422. 
Woodhousc,  John,  Member.  Conn  ot 
Directors,  2,  39,  {6,  47,  177,  179,  186, 
187,  203,  204,  211;  of  Secret  Com¬ 
mittee,  40,  170,  228. 

Woodmass,  Richard,  free  mariner,  1  pk 
Woodward,  John,  quartermaster  of  the 
Gtosvenor ,  dies,  129. 

IVotcester  (ship),  2,  4,  8,  9,  16 j,  165, 

*Sl>  3*».  35-'.  353-  3l>°.  3<U.  39 >•  4»3. 
414.  446,  45*.  451.  4f>9.  41)i.  499: 
damaged,  401,  foj. 

— Capt.,  see  Cook,  Capt.  John;  Hall, 
Capt.  John. 

I Vorcestcr  (man-of- wai ) ,  1 29. 

Wordie,  John,  remit  act  lot  cantonments 


488. 

Worledge, — ,  Salt  Agent,  removed,  408. 
Wray,  Maj.  Henry,  restored,  473. 
Wright,  Alexander,  writer,  121,  145. 
Wiight,  Thomas,  free  mariner,  146. 

Wi iters,  E.I.  Cov’s,  reasons  for  empIo\- 
ing  large  number,  viii,  410;  retrench¬ 
ments,  79,  97-8,  209,  210;  allowances, 


220. 

Wroe,  Maj.  Benjamin,  dies,  451, 

Wyatt,  Charles,  practitioner  engineci,  8. 
Wynch,  Capt.  Alexander,  185,  192,  444. 


Y  annouth  (ship),  289,  290,  3*00,  309; 
f  ap  t  u red  by  t  he  French .  x xx ,  314 . 

Yonge,  Sir  Geoige,  Secy  for  War,  Eng* 
land,  i2t. 

Yonge  (Young),  Philip,  Sheriff  of  Cal¬ 
cutta,  322. 

Toth  (ship),  78,  82,  83,  281. 

-—Capt.,  see  Blanshard,  Capt.  John 
Atkinson;  Huddart,  Capt.  William. 

Young,  Allen  Edward,  Sub-Accountant, 
Bd  of  Trade,  33,  373. 

Young,  Lt  Andrew,  resigns,  542. 

Young,  William,  opium  contractor,  605. 


Z  4MBKZI  River  (Ambasi),  Africa,  130. 

Zemindars  (landholders),  248;  Bd  of 
Revenue’s  relations  with,  261. 

Zekaida,  see  Zul-qadah* 

Zevollendam,  Africa,  130, 

Zoffany,  Sir  John,  portrait  painter,  88. 
Zul-qadah  (nth  month  of  Muhammadan 
year),  624,  625. 
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Petley,  Capt.'-Lt  John,  of  the  23rd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Light  Dragoons,  ^24. 

Petrie,  John,  Compiler  of  Standing 
Orders,  xli,  441;  resigns,  295;  re¬ 
appointed,  330. 

Petrie  Keble  and  Pasley,  397. 

Philips,  Francis,  cadet,  229. 

Phillips,  Henry,  inventor  of  an  insecti¬ 
cide,  141. 

Phillips,  James,  free  mariner,  191. 

Phoenix  (ship),  281. 

Physician,  Calcutta,  salary,  2x7. 

Piecegoods,  investment  in,  160,  315,  316. 
417-8;  privilege  to  commander  of  ships 
re.,  182;  for  Riou,  487;  see  also 
Cotton;  Silk. 

Pierce,  Capt.  Richard,  of  the  Balsewell # 
78,  82,  85,  280,  281. 

Pierrard,  Francis,  writei,  8. 

Pigot  (ship),  78,  82,  85,  164,  281,  403, 

459,  4^9*  503. 

— Capt.,  see  Ballantyne,  Capt.  George; 

Morgan,  Capt.  Robert. 

Pigou,  Capt. — ,  of  the  j Blandford,  353. 
Pigou,  Charles  Edward,  Member,  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Supercargoes  at  Canton,  6,  86, 
141,  184,  280. 

Pigou,  William  Henry,  Member,  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Supercargoes  at  Canton,  6,  86, 
141,  184,  280. 

Pilots,  survey  of  new  Hooghlv  channel 
by,  324-5;  fixation  of  pensions  for,  406. 
Pinkerton,  Capt.  F.,  of  981b  Regiment, 
claims  by,  561. 

Pipon,  Charles,  By  Paymaster  of  2nd 
Brigade,  dues  from,  434,  466. 

Piracy,  F.W.  Board’s  powers  re.  trial  of 
cases  of,  398;  Portuguese  complaints 
against,  3^2-3,  31)6. 

Pitt  (ship),  281 

Pitt’s  India  Act,  passage  of,  xvii-xviii. 
530-1,  618-9;  see  also  Parliament, 

Act  of. 

Plans,  rc.  geography  or  navigation  of 
India,  to  be  sent  to  the  Court,  171-2. 
Playdell,  Charles  Stafford,  Supdt  of 
Police,  Calcutta,  343,  512. 

Plowden,  Capt.  R  C.\  Garrison  .Stoic- 
keener  of  Fort  William,  510. 

Pocock,  Admiral  G.,  allowances  of,  31. 
Poggio,  Giuseppe,  Italian  silk  spinner, 
87. 

Point  Palmiras,  see  Palmyras  Point. 
Pointing,  see  Poynting. 

Police,  Calcutta,  measures  for  better 
regulation  of,  537. 

--Commissioner,  'see  Tolley,  Maj. — . 
—By.  Supdt.,  sec  Miller,'  John;  Sher¬ 
burne,  J. 

— Supdt,  231.  362;  bye-law  creating 

office  of,  xviii,  409;  allowances,  216; 
see  also  Macraby,  Alexander;  Mills, 
fohn;  Motte,  Thomas;  Plavdell, 
Charles  Stafford. 

Polier,  Maj.  Anthony,  promoted  Brev.- 
Lt-Col.,  311. 

Pollard,  John,  free  mariner,  191. 
Pollock,  Hugh,  cadet,  153. 

Poly  gars  (petty  chiefs  in  South  India), 
'74- 


Pond  i  them,  508;  to  he  restored  to 
France,  116,  118. 

Ponsbotne  (ship),  123,  132,  138,  141, 

281,  289,  309. 

— Capt.,  see  Hammett,  Capt.  William; 

Thomas,  Capt.  Janies. 

Poolbandy ,  see  Pujbandi. 

Pools  see  Biidges. 

Poona  (Poonah),  question  of  Coy’s 
having  Rcsdt  at,  251. 

Popham,  Capt.  J.$  of  the  Ann  and 
Amelia ,  361,  468. 

Popham,  Maj.  William,  137,  325;  ser¬ 
vices  appreciated,  38,  526-7;  question 
of  court-martial  arid  Bijaigarh  bootv, 
297,  381;  Col.,  476;  resigns,  324;  note 
on,  632. 

Poplar  Hospital,  E.  London,  Coy’s  dona¬ 
tions  to,  37,  285. 

Porto  Novo,  Arcot  Dist.,  Madras,  17. 
Portsmouth,  England,  27,  59,  64.  71, 
185,  390;  Coy’s  agent  at,  see  Huish, 
George. 

Portuguese,  the,  390;  complain  against 
piracy,  362-3,  396;  saltpetre  for,  366, 
42 1 . 

Post  Master  General,  salary  of  staff,  213, 
216. 

Pott,  Robert  Porcival,  Rcsdt  and  Collec¬ 
tor  of  Customs  at  Mnrvhidabad.  329, 
Pounces,  Capt.  Robert,  of  the  Sulixmn , 
28*. 

Pound  Sterling,  exchange  late  between 
current  rupee  and,  2  *2,  309.  313.  341. 

36 f,  101,  417,  1 17,  4%*7°- 
Powell,  James,  cadet,  153. 

Powell,  fcapt.  John,  on  furlough,  595. 
Powels.~~,  asst'  surgeon,  <onrt -mart  tailed, 
489. 

Power,  Lt  Geoige,  of  the  102ml  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  26. 

Power,  Lt  Harris,  of  the  102nd  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Foot,  26. 

Powles,  Thomas,  asst  surgeon,  151. 
Pointer,  Capt.  J.M.,  of  the  7'uVd, 
gratuity  to,  to#’. 

Povnting*  (Pointing’',  Capt.  Thomas,  of 
the  Resolution ,  290,  299,  301,  308, 

:*>4.  333.  353.  i<»;  m- 

Precious  Stones,  not  .to  be  transported 
through  packet-ships,  374;  see  also 
Diamonds. 

Present e,  Frederick  Augustus,  free  mari¬ 
ner,  146. 

Preservative  Powder,  for  Gov’s  stores 

Price,  Joseph,  569;  free  merchant,  to 
succeed  as  Marine  Storekeeper,  37, 
152. 

Price,  Robert,  shipwrecked,  129. 

Price,  Capt.  Thomas,  of  the  Ce>es,  4, 
280. 

Prime  (ship),  83,  85,  xoi;  difficulty  of 
providing  crew  for,  100;  disburse¬ 
ments  of,  127,  131. 

— Capt.,  see  Sharp/ Capt.  Philip. 

Prince  of  Wales  (ship),  7 2,  126,  333. 
-—Capt.,  see  Court  Capt,  Jonathan. 
Prince  William  (ship),  38,  323,  372- 
— Capt.,  see  Gowlamd,  Capt,  William. 
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Prinsep  (Princep),  John,  copper  coinage 
contract  with,  22,  200,  302-3,  368» 

432-3,  502,  511-2,  545;  settlement  of 

accounts  with,  37’8»  420>  4^‘9» 

indigo  contract  with,  196-7,  387,  to 
execute  jail  repairs,  389-90, 

Printer,  E.  I.  Coy’s,  salary,  21b.  . 

Prisoners  of  War,  Dutch, .  xxvm,  9  * 
asu,  412;  French,  xxxi,  411,  43.4? 
transportation  of,  87,  411-2;  subsis¬ 
tence  money  accounts,  130* 

Privateers,  activities  of  French,  xxx,  291; 
abuse  of  letters  of  marque  granted  to. 

Privy  Council,  permit  Coy  to  export 

military  stores,  6,  86.  , 

Prize  Master,  of  the  Hmchtnbrooke, 

Prize-money,  see  Spoils  of  War. 

Prizes,  plea  for  trial  in  India  of,  399, 
powers  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen  ot 

Calcutta  re.,  432. 

Prothero,  Philip,  191*  .  _  _  ,  rh _ 

Prvce,  Capt.  Josiah,  of  the  Royal  Char¬ 
lotte 123,  l S*.  *?*•  -  f 

Pryor,  William  Springham,  cadet,  10. 

Public  Department,  method  of  corres 

pondence  with,  263.  «  * 

_ Secy.,  allowances,  23 1;  see  also  Bruere, 

William.  ^  j 

Public  Works,  v,  ix-x,  34 
Bridges;  Chunar;  New  Harbour, 

Pulbandi . 

Puckallies ,  see  Pakhah .  . 

Pulbandi  (bridge  or  embankment  keep- 
intr  bridges  or  embankments  in  repair), 

contract  for,  x,  39.  lee 

also  Committee  for  Pulbandi . 

— Supdt  of  Pulbandi  Repairs,  see  Km- 

FuMbndg^  embankment),  see  Bridges. 
Pnlta  Pultah,  see  Falta. 

Purefov,  Ensign  H.,  on  furlough,  5  0, 
607;  ‘  reinstated,  579- 
Pureunnah,  see  Pargana. 

Purling,  C.H.,  on  leave,  605. 
purwannah ,  see  Pflnwwfl.  . 

Puselov,  Ensign  John,  of  the  101st  Ke„i 

ment  of  Foot,  25. 

Pve.  Richard,  asst  sugreon,  . 

Pvne  Capt.  Arthur,  of  the 
Client  ot  Foot,  26;  requests  benefit  fioi 

Military  Fund,  547-  .  , 

Pvne,  Capt.  G.H.,  on  furlough,  7* 

* 

Q  anungo  (v.Uage  or  districts  revenue 

Dasim^Ali  Khan  (Cossim  Ally  Cawn). 
QNa*b  of  Bmgll,  Coy's  war  with, 

Qazt  (civil  and  criminal  judge),  1.  *• 

NfcPherson,  Lt-Col.  Allan.  red> 

Queen  (ship),  299*  300*  S!4»  P 

Jtapt.,  see  Douglas,  Capt.  Peter. 


n  aby,  Edward,  question  of  his  rein¬ 
statement  in  pilot  service,  188-9. 
Radhanagar  (Radnagore),  Midnapore 
Dist.,  Bengal,  silk  from,  133. 

Raghunath  Rao  (Ragobah,  Ragonaut 
Row),  provision  in  treaty  with  Mara- 
thas  for,  xxxiii,  7,  364?  note  on>  ?5°- 
Rajnagar  (Raujnagore),  Birbhum  Dist., 

Bengal,  312.  -  ^ 

Ralph,  Lt  B.,  on  furlough,  6oy. 

Ralph,  Benjamin,  cadet  141. 

Ramgarh  (Ramgur),  old  dist.  of  Bengal, 

qq,  200.  - 

—Collector,  see  Cumming,  George^ 

Rarnpur  (Rampore)  state  ' 

lchand,  U.P.,  handed  over  to  Rohillas, 

xxxv,  105. 

Ramsay, — ,  cadet,  500. 

Ramsay,  Gilbert,  cadet,  63* 

Ramsav.  Tohn  writer,  91,  i45- 
Rangpur  (Ru’ngpore),  Bengfl,  revenue 

_R«dt  It  8,  387;  see  dho  Henckell, 

Til  man. 

Ranihattee,  repair  of  bands  at,  35-- 
Ranken  (Rankin),  Cape,0-,  Calcutta 

Chunar  Road  supervise  by,  *88*. 
577-B,  on  new  road  from  Benares, 

Rankin?" Gtoirg^sst  surpon, 

RaS  p^W**'*'  Phoenix.  281; 

of  the  Nerbudda,  4°3- 
Raujnagore,  see  Rajnagar. 

Raman*  (passport)  9^  2o6,  443; 

Rawstorne,  Lt  Laurence,  r=- 
Military  Fund  to,  xln,  524- 

V5*’  Smed,ey  ’ 

R^ond^lw  Charles,  61. 

Rayne,  Capt.  Robert,  101,  resigns,  97 

to  resume  duty,  i52» 

Read,  John,  cadet,  63,  73- 

**  xii,  s',  171-2.  so*. 

Lu - mitatenanie  of.  48..  57-  «7. 
410,  444  o»  irregularity  in,  i73» 

S,s,.VV»5«.lfs2  &£ 

official  papers,  263-4,  ***  also  11m 
ReS?°Spt25jkmes;  of  the  Northumbei- 
land,  169,  3^®*  Dragons,  horses 

*S“£n  ms  S«wa«™. 

aS-V.  V»1  ,ar,d  -mbar- 

—of  Foot,  list  of  officers,  24  7» 

kation,  121.  .  ,  q 

u  p<mtrar  of  Natives,  salary,  217 

R^ulatins  Art-  ^  AOabb.  by, 

paired,  4°4* 


